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Estimados lectores de español. Si está interesado en recibir alguno de estos artículos de Stone Soup en  
español, comuníquese con nosotros por correo electrónico a info@sgvcc.org o llame al 415-488-8888 ext 0.

Welcoming in a New 
Era and Honoring a 
Legacy
by Dave Cort and Alexa Davidson

I am thrilled and honored to share with 
our community members that Alexa 
Davidson will be the new Executive 
Director of the San Geronimo Valley 
Community Center on July 1, 2023. 
Alexa will be our Community Center’s 
second ever Executive Director and I 
could not imagine a better person to 
move our Community Center into our 
next generation of leadership, uphold-
ing our motto “You Belong Here”. Our 
Board of Directors, our staff members 
and our volunteers are committed in the 
deepest way to provide a Community 
Center where all residents are welcome.

Alexa and I have worked side by side at the Community Center for the past 
five years when she joined our Team while she was earning a Masters Degree 
in Nonprofit Leadership, a groundbreaking program at the University of San 
Francisco. Alexa has been instrumental in working with me and our staff in 
developing programs for teens and young adults, supporting community mem-
bers in need of financial and rental assistance during the pandemic, building a 
diverse, equitable, and inclusive organization, and using cutting edge technology 
and data to bring our organization into a post COVID world. Over the past 
two years, Alexa has held the position of Director of Fund Development and 
Strategic Initiatives and has recently moved into the role of Associate Director 
as we work together for Alexa to transition into her new position of Executive 
Director. Having grown up in the Valley and with her bright and shining per-
sonal qualities, Alexa will lead our Community Center into the future.

I have loved the past thirty two years, serving in my role as Executive Director 
of the Community Center. Living, working, and sharing my family life in the 
Valley has been a dream position for me. After growing up and attending college 
in the midwest, working for the first ten years of my career in various positions 
in the juvenile justice system, I have grown and learned so much working with 
our local nonprofit organizations and our beloved Lagunitas School District. 
Supporting children and their families, adults, and seniors through our vast array 
of programs has enriched my life in ways that I can hardly put into words. The 
great news for me is that I will continue serving our community in a new part 
time role at the Center that our Board and staff has supported. My new title will 
be Community Ambassador. In this new position I will be working to build a 
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A Tribute to Our Founder
Jean Berensmeier, the newest inductee to the Marin Women’s 
Hall of Fame

As the Community Center shares about the upcoming leadership transitions, we 
would be remiss not to highlight our founder, Jean Berensmeier. In 1968 Jean 
went to a school board meeting at the Community Center. Someone said, "We're 
going to tear down this building and 
make a parking lot." Jean heard a loud 
voice say, “I will lie down in front of 
the bulldozer first!” She realized it was 
herself! Afterward, she asked some 
board members, “Mind if my dad looks 
at it?” Her dad inspected the building 
and exclaimed, “Look, these beams are 
redwood! This building’s worth preserv-
ing.” Jean presented the board with the 
information. Noting the District had 
no Arts program, she offered to lease 
the building for a year for after school 
activities including: macrame, tie dye, 
guitar, clay and leather work. Most of 
the student body signed up. At the end 
of the year parents wanted Jean to con-
tinue leasing for an Art program. Jean’s 
activism, commitment to children and 
families, and dedication to the San Geronimo Valley were the fertile seeds from 
which the current Community Center grew.

Welcoming continued on page 19

Tribute continued on page 19

sustainable future for the Community Center by deepening connections, generat-
ing financial resources, and expanding strategic partnerships. I look forward to 
spending time with long time residents and new members of our community to 
work together to sustain and grow the Community Center’s capacity and impact.

Having shared all of this I am honored to pass the torch to Alexa to finish this 
article ……

Thanks Dave! 

Returning to the Community Center as staff five years ago was a dream come 
true and it is one of the greatest honors of my lifetime to be trusted as the next 
Executive Director. Just last week I was in a meeting with partners from the 
County and when asked about my background, I proudly pointed across the 
courtyard and said, “well I went to Kindergarten in that classroom right there.” I 
was raised by this community and the Community Center fostered my develop-
ment and leadership from an early age. Dave likes to joke that my role as Student 
Government President in the 6th grade (a Community Center run program at the 
time) was the start of my career at the Community Center. What a joy it is to still 
be here and giving back to the community that I care so deeply about. 
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of the Community Center and the Valley. Though it is a publication of the San 
Geronimo Valley Community Center, it is meant as a journal for everyone in or 
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mation for the Milestones column, please forward them to:  The Stone Soup 
Editorial Committee c/o San Geronimo Valley Community Center, 6350 Sir 
Francis Drake Blvd. P.O. Box 194, San Geronimo, CA 94963. Phone 415-488-
8888 • email: adavidson@sgvcc.org, or visit www.sgvcc.org. 
Stone Soup does not exercise editorial control on the content of submissions by 
organizations, byline columnists, or display ads. We reserve the right to refuse to 
publish ads or submissions.

Editorial Committee: Dave Cor t, Alexa Davidson, Barbara Hoefle, Alexander 
McQuilkin & David Russ
Proofreading: Dave Cort, Alexa Davidson, Larry Rippee, Danielle Fogel
Production: David Russ, Russ Ranch Productions
Printing: Marin Sun
Ads: Danielle Fogel
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San Geronimo Valley Community Center Board of Directors

Rolling Stones
by Dave Cort, Executive Director
This column of Rolling Stones is a love letter to my 
family and friends, co-workers, doctors and nurses, 
medical assistants, paramedics, blood donors, ambu-
lance drivers, hospital workers, and community mem-
bers who showed me so much love and caring as I dealt 
with the biggest health challenge in my sixty six years 

in December 2022.

At the annual Holiday Art Faire on December 3rd I noticed my energy was low 
and I was taking a lot of rest breaks in the office. It was a super busy and suc-
cessful Holiday Art Faire where hundreds of people participated, so I was able to 
power through the day. The next two days I was wiped out and could barely get 
out of bed. My good friend, Katie Davidson, who is a nurse at Sutter suggested I 
take my blood pressure and fortunately she had her blood pressure cuff with her. 
This was December 5th and when Katie took my blood pressure I was 90/40. We 
called Kaiser immediately and I was told to go to the Emergency Room in Terra 
Linda. As I was getting into my wife Howie’s car to head to the ER I looked in 
the mirror and I looked like I was one hundred years old.

The care I received at Kaiser Terra Linda, Kaiser San Francisco, and Kaiser South 
San Francisco over the next two weeks was outstanding. It was quickly deter-
mined that I had a golf ball sized Gastrointestinal Stomal Tumor (GIST) that had 
slowly grown in my stomach wall over many years and was now causing severe 
bleeding in my stomach. I spent eight nights in the hospital, had seven blood 
transfusions, and on December 14th had major stomach surgery in South San 
Francisco by Dr. Robert Li’s team. Community Center Board member and retired 
Kaiser oncologist Dr. David Lakes, held my hand through all of this. David 
explained to me that Kaiser has Center’s For Excellence that specialize in areas of 
care. South San Francisco is a Center For Excellence for the issues that I was deal-
ing with and the care I received was outstanding. Fortunately, Dr. Li was able to 
perform the surgery laphroscopically and I was able to return home on December 
15th. 

The post surgical pain was pretty intense and I was on a very limited diet as 20% 
of my stomach was removed. My family gave me incredible loving care as I was a 
pretty ornery patient for the first couple of weeks. The Community Center staff 
team took care of all of my work responsibilities as this was a very busy time with 
all of our holiday activities in Human Services, Safety Net, Arts and Events and 
Childcare. A couple days before Christmas I received the call I was hoping for 
from Dr. Li and he shared with me that the tumors and all of the bad cells were 
removed and nothing had spread and I did not need chemotherapy or radiation. 
What a relief!

I was referred to Dr. Daniel Maloney, the chief oncologist at Kaiser Terra Linda 
who is keeping an eye on me to be sure the tumors do not return which he feels 
is unlikely. Over the last few weeks it has been wonderful getting back to a some-
what normal life and a normal diet. With my smaller stomach, I do get full easily, 
so I have to eat slowly with smal portions. My grandmother tried to get me to do 
that sixty years ago, so I am finally listening to her. 

To top all of this off I did test positive for COVID on February 8th so I was back 
in quarantine until February 15th when I tested negative. Life sure remains chal-
lenging but I am constantly reminded that if you are going to go through a rough 
time, living here in the San Geronimo Valley is the place to be as you are sur-
rounded by so much love.

Join the San 
Geronimo Valley 
Community Center 
Board of Directors
by Steve Granville
Hey Neighbors!! I hope this letter finds you well. As someone who is dedicated to 
making a positive impact in our community, I wanted to take a moment to share 
with you the many benefits of serving on the Community Center Board of Directors.

First and foremost, serving on this board is an opportunity to give back and make a 
difference. By lending your skills, expertise, and time, you can help us achieve our 
mission and make a real impact in the lives of people you see everyday.

Additionally, serving on this board can be incredibly rewarding on a personal level. You 
will have the opportunity to learn new skills, expand your network, and gain a deeper 
understanding of the nonprofit sector. This experience can also help you develop leader-
ship skills, such as strategic thinking, collaboration, and decision-making.

Board service can demonstrate your dedication to your ‘contribution’ in the world, 
as well as your ability to work effectively with others to achieve a common goal… 
healthy and thriving Nicasio and San Geronimo Valleys!

Finally, serving on a board is a chance to be part of a team of like-minded indi-
viduals. You will have the opportunity to collaborate with individuals from diverse 
backgrounds and perspectives, and form meaningful relationships that can last a 
lifetime.

This June, we will have four vacant Board seats and we will be accepting applica-
tions soon for interested community members. Please reach out to Alexa David-
son, adavidson@sgvcc.org. 
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Volunteer Profile:  
Juliette & Paul Valente
by Kerry Olivotti 

Our volunteer spotlight this edition 
features Juliette and Paul Valente. 
Juliette and Paul have been host-
ing Kate’s Cafe (our local Open Mic 
Night) for the last 5 years. Juliette 
curates and MCs the evening, while 
Paul takes on the role of stagehand 
and soundman.

In 1996, after raising their family 
in San Anselmo, Juliette and Paul 
decided to move into their home in 
Woodacre, a house they had owned 
since 1987 but was too small to raise 
their family of four. Paul says when he 
laid his head down on his pillow that 
first night in Woodacre he knew they were home! Juliette and Paul have definitely 
found their community in the Valley and at the Community Center, especially with 
three grandchildren that live nearby and attend Lagunitas School. They are active 
participants in the senior community and events held at the Community Center, in 
fact it is there that they first saw how much talent there was in the Valley and a seed 
was planted.

Juliette had followed Kate Wolf's career and music beginning in the late 60’s. This 
led Paul and Juliette to begin attending the earliest years of the posthumous Kate 
Wolf Festival, where most of the performers were Kate’s closest musician friends and 
band mates. They played her songs and told stories about her life. Juliette and Paul 
found a kinship in this community and have returned to the festival year after year. 
They brought this love and kinship for Kate Wolf back to their community in the 
San Geronimo Valley and that previously planted seed began to grow.

One fateful evening in 2017, the Valentes neighbor Larry Levine invited Juliette 
to come check out a Kate’s Cafe. Juliette was amazed by the talent but had dreams 
that it could be a bigger, more inclusive event. After this night Kate’s Cafe kind of 
fell off the map and the evenings died out for a period of time. But after discussing 
with Larry Rippee and with his further encouragement and support, Juliette really 
felt like she could revive this much loved event. Larry showed Juliette and Paul how 
to set up for the event, created the posters and managed all the promotion, and the 
Valentes took the reins and haven’t looked back. Juliette says “He really made every-
thing happen for me at the Community Center. He was the man! Without Larry 
Rippee, it never would have come to fruition!”

Kate’s Cafe is a amazing showcase of local talent not just from the Valley but for 
performers from all over Marin. It’s an incredibly supportive environment for sea-
soned performers, but also those just honing their skills live on stage. Juliette does 
a careful job of curating the evening's music. Performers contact Juliette ahead of 
time and she puts together a list of performers for the night. This keeps the rotation 
of performers fresh and creates an easy flow to the evening.

Juliette, Paul and Kate’s Cafe managed to stay the course through the Covid pan-
demic via Zoom but are now so happy to be back up and running live and in 
person, the fourth Friday of every month. They still maintain a live Zoom feed for 
those who have grown to appreciate watching the performances from home. 

We are so grateful that the Valentes have worked so hard to revive this historic 
Valley event !

Winter 2022-2023 
Volunteer List
Al Lubow
Al Baylacq
Alejandro Palacios
Alexander McQuilkin
Alyssa and Gary Gleason
Amber-Rose Bauer
Amy Valens
Andy Smith
Anne Faught
Anne Pennypacker
Barbara Hoefle
Ben Manilla
Ben Podoll
Bill McCarthy
Bob Cahn
Bobbi Kirk Wilson
Boys and Berries
Brett Enclade
Bruce Burtoh
Buddy Faure
Byron Huang
Carol Griffin
Carole Williams
Cherie Klein
Cris Criollo
Dahlia Kamesar
Daley Cort
Daniel Ager
Dante Giacomini
Dave Childers
David Lakes
Debra Amerson
Donovan Traub
EJ Chavez
Eric Poppe
Gallery Route One
Gisela Alvarado
Grace Chavez
Greenstitch Climate Interns
Hank Miller
Howie Cort
Jack Sayers
Jeff Williams
Jerome Rubin
Jim Farley
Jim Griffith
Jim Ringseis
Joanie Ciardelli
Joe Kerr
John Clarke
John MacLeod
John Torrey
Jordan Reeser
Joseph Larkey
Joshua Gilbert
Judith Selby Lang
Julie Benhamin
Juliette Valente
Kat Wethington
Katherine Sanford
Kathleen Edwards
Kathleen Lipinski 
Kathy Beckerley
Kay Carlson

Kevin Gladstone
Kristy Arroyo
KWMR Radio
Laura Sherman
Liz Lauter
Loretta Farley
Luigi Baker
Mari Nakigawa
Marin County Free Library,   
 Inverness
Mark Brockley
Mark Swenty
Martha Cederstrom
Marty Meade
Matt Brockley
Merrianne Vizza
Michael Conklin
Michael Pallmann
Moira Pucci
Molly Brennan
Molly Rea
Muniera Kadrie
Nancy Bertelsen
Nancy Masterson
Nancy Rae Ludwigsen
Nathan Lynch
Nico Giacomini
Noelle Marquis
Oliver Valente
Owen Clapp
Pat McGraw
Paul Valente
Paul O’Sullivan
Peg Hunter
Peter Oppenheimer
Peter Werba
Richard Lang
Rodrigo Corral
Ryan Creighton
Sadie Kyburg
Samantha Davidson
Samantha Podoll
SGVCC Food Bank Volunteers
Sharon LeBell
Socorro Romo
Sophia Nowlen
SPAWN Interns
Stefan Werba
Steve Emery
Susan Davis
Susan Kraft
Suzanne Sadowsky
Taylor Marino
Tealy Gapinski
Ted Wright
Terry Shea
Teska Hapig-Ward
Thomas Durrer
Tom Valens
Virginia Kelly
Wayne Patton
Will McQuilkin
Wypke DeVries

Facility Rentals Available
For gatherings large and small, consider holding your  

next event at the Community Center!

We have a variety of spaces in our historic building  
and also the Community Gym and Loft.  

For more information, contact Poko Giacomini at 415-488-8888 ext. 100  
or email pgiacomi@sgvcc.org

A young Kate Wolf playing music in the Valley
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Services
Food Bank Banter
by Nicole Ramirez
The food that ends up in the weekly bags at the San Geronimo Valley Community 
Center Food Bank at the Commons is received through various channels, connec-
tions, and an organized volunteer effort of many. Our weekly delivery from the San 
Francisco/Marin Food Bank is the staple of the distribution and other additions 
come from amazing donors. We receive donations from ExtraFood.org twice a week 
and deliveries include dairy and produce from Fairfax Market and baked goods from 
Arizmendi Bakery in San Rafael. We also receive weekly deliveries of bagels and 
bread from Panera and Noah’s Bagels. Fresh cheese from the Marin French Cheese 
Company is another gourmet item we are so fortunate to be able to offer to our 
patrons along with seasonal organic apples and plums from Vendanta Retreat in 
Olema. A recent connection with a local farm has added to our repertoire of offering 
healthy nutritious foods. 

Blue Marble Farms Agricultural 
foreman Edgar Cox was intro-
duced to me by another local 
family farmer who knew that his 
farm had donations and knew 
there was a local need here in 
San Geronimo Valley. The farm 
was leased from Strauss Dairy 
in November 2021 to George 
Gund and Edgar has been with 
the farm since its inception. 
The focus of the farm has been 
to restore the land to be able 
to grow food to share. All food 
that is currently growing on the 
farm is donated and the owner 
feels compelled to give. Heron’s 
Shadow in Sebastopol which is 
part of the Cultural Conservancy 
of local indigenous Coast Miwok 
and Southern Pomo Peoples were 
the primary recipients of Blue 
Marble Farm donations before 
we became connected with this amazing local farmer. Edgar has been implement-
ing a “Restorative Agriculture” approach to restoring the 800 acres. The idea of this 
type of land restoration is to restore the course of the natural creeks, reintroduce 
native plants, and essentially bring the land a back to its indigenous state. Located 
at 6901 Point Reyes/Petaluma Road in what is known as Hicks Valley, Blue Marble 
Farm utilizes springs on the land to water the plots through a drip system. Dry 
farming is practiced on Blue Marble Farm to conserve soil moisture and sustain the 
limited water resource on the farm. Everything grown on the is a farm is edible and 
organic with only water and compost as additions. Edgar continues to explore dif-
ferent crops and explains that they are, “Growing whatever works”. We have received 
amazing bouquets of various greens that include kale, spinach, lettuces, chards, and 
various squashes and golden beets and potatoes. The food from Blue Marble Farms 
is truly beautiful and I believe it’s because the intention is to share and restore the 
earth. Thank You Blue Marble Farm for your donations and the delicious and nutri-
tious food you grow. 

Senior Activities
by Nicole Ramirez
As we reemerge from the pandemic, our Senior Activities are exploring new 
territories and technology. We have resumed in person 60 yrs + classes that 
include Alter Cockers exercise, Mah Jongg, Ping Pong, G.O.G (Growing Old 
Gracefully), Senior Stroll, and the bi-monthly Senior Tea and Cookies, which is 
held on the first and third Friday of each month. 

During one of our January Teas, local valley resident John MacLeod shared his 
“Immersive Journeys” virtual reality experience with our community. Seniors 
were able to travel to places using a head set placed over both eyes. Places trav-
eled included Machu Picchu in Peru and the Great Pyramids in Egypt, as well 
as other historical places around the world. Many seniors admitted this was their 
first experience using virtual reality technology and at first, they were apprehen-
sive. After overcoming their trepidation, many participated in the virtual travel. 
Participants were seated on a chair that was on a sticky mat and given a control-
ler. The controller allowed participants to move freely around whatever site they 
traveled to. Not only did this technology allow people to travel to historical sites 
of interest, it introduced a new mode of travel that can happen without the leav-
ing the Valley. 

We have plans to start taking our Senior Activities out of the Valley and loading up 
our 15-passenger van and exploring the local treasures of West Marin and the Bay 
Area. Offsite adventures in the past have included, museum visits, local cheese tast-
ing tours, beach walks, and hikes. We look forward to venturing to new places and 
taking our 60yrs+ community on group activities to share and enjoy.

Edgar Cox



 SGV Community Center Stone Soup Page 5

Honor Food Pantry
by Margaret Krauss and Kelly Hunt-Miceli
Volunteer(s) Profile

At the Honor Food Pantry it is our 31 weekly Volunteers that make it HAPPEN! 
San Geronimo Community Presbyterian Church (SPCGC) members, Kelly Hunt-
Miceli and Margaret Krauss co-coordinate this team made up of 19 people from 
the community and 10 church members. Together they produce wholesome gro-
cery bags of food each Monday at the drive-thru give away. This SPCGC Volunteer 
Profile honors their dedication, good humor, and extraordinary teamwork. 

The roles are numerous: drivers pickup and deliver donations; sorters and stowers 
receive the food, sort it, label and put it in the fridges or freezers until bag packing 
day; meal packers take trays of cafeteria foods and create ready to eat meals or sides; 
recyclers and cleaners take spoiled foods or extra breads to pigs and chickens, man-
age the trash cans and sweep and clean the Pantry. Finally, Monday morning bag 
packers fill each grocery bag with a variety of foods, offering four options: regular, 
vegetarian, gluten-free and walk-up bags. Advertising and fundraising has allowed 
us to purchase a commercial refrigerator, a freezer, and a walk-in refrigerator.

Drivers and sorters: Joe and Ginny Faria, Andree Kasche, Al Lubow, James Sch-
lesselman, Susan Fischer, Denise Colwell, Marty Rosenblum, Margaret Krauss, 
Andrea Perone, Harold Hedelman, Kelly Hunt-Miceli, Joe Sharp, and Kit Krauss. 
Standby drivers are Stephanie Fein, Mary Keydash and Martha Cederstrom.

Saturday Food Packers: Martha Allen, Margaret Krauss, Sue Loar, Liz Ford, Zoila 
Berardi.

Sunday Bag Prepping Crew: 
Martha Cederstrom, Kath-
leen Brown, Andree Kasche, 
Tina Berensmeier, Erin Funke, 
Margaret Krauss, Kelly Hunt-
Miceli, Karlon Kepcke.

Monday Bag Packing and Give 
Away Crew: Carole Alter, Joe 
and Ginny Faria, Juliette and 
Paul Valente, Nan Daly, Greer 
Daly, Tina Berensmeier, Mary 
Keydash, Zoila Berardi, Kelly 
Hunt-Miceli, Margaret Krauss, 
Dorothy Cox. 

Cleaners, recyclers and fun-
draising: Sandra Good, Larry 
Davidson, Joe Sharp, Kelly 
Lawson, Kelly Hunt-Miceli, 
Margaret Krauss, Denise Col-
well. 

The SGCPC Honor Food Pantry is proud to partner with the San Geronimo Val-
ley Community Center’s Food Bank and the non-profit Extrafood to provide an 
assortment of delicious foods each week. 

Tonight’s Sky 
by Rich Lohman

March-May 2023

As the month of March opens this year I’d like to direct 
your attention to the western sky just after sunset. If 
you were watching this area during the last few days of 

February, you would have seen two very bright objects. One, Venus (the brighter 
of the two) moving upward, away from the horizon. The second, Jupiter, mov-
ing toward the horizon. On the evening of March 1st they will have been so close 
together as to almost appear as one, very bright object. The next night, March 
2nd, Jupiter will have passed by Venus. (See the attached map for 3-3-23.) From 
that date on, those two will continue in their respective directions. Jupiter will 
eventually set in the west about the middle of March. Venus will continue rising 
for the next several months, becoming what is often called our “evening star”. 
Remember from Pinocchio, “Star light, star bright, first star I see tonight....”? On 
the evening of March 24th a very thin crescent moon will join Venus just above it. 
Should be a beautiful arrangement worth seeing.

A bit more about Venus. Our “sister planet” exhibits phases, just like the moon. 
When we see Venus getting higher and higher in the western night sky, it is mov-
ing around the Sun and toward us. As it changes position, the Sun’s light also 
hits Venus at different angles. That gives us the phases. Galileo used this fact for 
further evidence supporting the sun-centered solar system. With larger binoculars, 
or small telescope, you can start seeing Venus changing shape in April, and by the 
end of May it will be half-illuminated. 
 
Continuing with our visible planets, you’ll find reddish Mars continuing in its 

position high in the sky near the bright star, Aldebaran, in Taurus the Bull. Saturn 
will begin appearing in the early morning eastern sky of April, just before sunrise.

Finally I’d like to point out 3 binocular treats that still remain in this Winter Sky. 
The first is the open star cluster, the Pleiades. It’s the very obvious fuzzy spot to 
the right and up from Taurus. This cluster also has the name, Seven Sisters, and 
is the emblem for the Subaru automobile. I consider it to be the most beautiful 
binocular object in the sky…like a box of sparkling jewels! Next, move your bin-
oculars down and to the left and into the vee of stars of Taurus. There you’ll find a 
spread-out open cluster of sparkling stars called the Hyades.

And, lastly, move your binoculars down into the middle of the constellation of 
Orion. There, hanging below the 3 stars of his belt, you’ll see a small vertical line 
of stars, the hunter’s scabbard. Within that lineup you’ll find another fuzzy spot, 
the Orion Nebula. From this cloudy mass of dust and gas, new stars are formed. It 
is a star nursery!

Any questions, email me at richneal@pacbell.net or phone, 415-488-1938
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Wellness & Prevention
by Don Carney, introduction by Alexa Davidson
Fentanyl Prevention 

I am so grateful to introduce Don Carney 
as a guest author in this Stone Soup. Don is 
the founder of Youth Transforming Justice 
and his work around substance use preven-
tion and harm-reduction is innovative and 
forward thinking. We are working with Don 
to offer a middle-school assembly, parent-ed 
opportunities, and life-saving skills classes to 
empower youth and families. Please contact 
Lori Ramirez (lramirez@sgvcc.org) for more 
details about the school-based activities and 
how to get more engaged with Don and his 
work. Now over to Don.

Experimenting with drugs is much dicier today. A few years ago, two young friends 
graduated from college and wanted to kick back and celebrate. They bought two 
Percocet tabs and unbeknownst both were laced with fentanyl. The dosing of bootleg 
pills is imprecise, his tab gave him a “good time” and hers ended her life. One laced 
pill can kill within minutes unless the person receives a dose of Narcan, an opioid 
overdose reversal drug.

Nationally, the fentanyl poisoning epidemic is now the leading cause of death for 
those between the ages of 18 and 45. Opioid deaths in adolescents rose far more rap-
idly than the general population between 2019 and 2021, according to a new study of 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. The study found that deaths from opioid 
overdoses in teens ages 14 to 18 increased by 94% between 2019 and 2020 and by 
an additional 20% between 2020 and 2021. The specific driver of these deaths was 
fentanyl, a synthetic opioid that the Drug Enforcement Administration says is 80 to 
100 times stronger than morphine. Adolescent fentanyl-related overdose deaths leapt 
350% over the study period. Overall, fentanyl was associated with 77% of adolescent 
overdose deaths in 2021.

Locally, Matt Willis, Marin’s Public Health Officer reported “overdose deaths in 2018 
were about half the number they are now, due to the rise of fentanyl laced drugs. Of 
65 fatal overdoses last year, 57% involved fentanyl and the number of overdose deaths 
for 2022 appear to be matching or exceeding those last year”. 

Given that substance experimentation is fairly normative during adolescence, we need 
to help teens navigate what can be life threatening activities. Just saying “no'' is not an 
effective strategy to keep our children safe. Most teens who experiment with substanc-
es will outgrow the behavior by their mid-twenties. It is our job to help them avoid 
addiction and the more serious consequences of substance use. As Malcolm Gladwell 
points out in his bestseller The Tipping Point, “What we should be doing instead of 
fighting experimentation is making sure that experimentation doesn’t have serious con-
sequences.” 

The first time a child is sanctioned for underage substance use it is critical to 
involve them and their parents in a thoughtful and thoroughgoing manner. Youth 
Transforming Justice (YTJ) would like to invite families to participate in our 
Substance Safety Skills Harm Reduction Training to inform yourself and your teen 
about how to be safe during the 12 to 25 risk-taking-years. YTJ is a local non-
profit that has been supporting families and teen’s wellbeing for nearly two decades. 
Thousands of families have benefited from this valuable training.

During YTJ’s Substance Safety Skills Training parents spend six hours on a Saturday 
with their child in a no shame, no blame environment discussing the biology of teen 
risk-taking and Marin’s drug culture. This experience can be invaluable to helping 
families have open and effective conversations on how to support their child during 
this complicated time of development and easy substance accessibility.  

Visit ytjustice.org for more information.

NextGen Programs
by Cory vanGelder, Samantha Podoll, & Bridget 
Goodwin

Earth Day Climate Fest April 22nd
12-3:00pm and April Climate Art Show

This Earth Day, Saturday April 22nd, NextGen Greenstitch climate interns of 
the Community Center will put on our first annual “Climate Fest.” There will 
be lots to experience including: music, aerial performances, speakers, interactive 
booths, a Climate focused art show, and a virtual reality (VR) experience about 
ocean acidification. 

The day will start at 11am with a community hike in our amazing local open 
space followed at 12pm with a fun filled Climate Fest aimed at bringing our 
community together around climate issues and Earth Day. Come enjoy deli-
cious tacos and tostadas made by our very own Gisela Alvarado and Revivir Las 
Culturas, organic ice cream, live music, aerial performances, interactive activi-
ties, booths related to climate activism and the impacts of climate change, and 
an incredible climate focused art show in the Maurice Del Mue Galleries. Come 
be inspired and feel connected to our community around this important issue. 
It’s all happening Saturday April 22, 12pm-3:00pm, following the 10am family 
hike. 

“Elephant in the Room, Artists’ Perspective on the Climate Crisis” will be on 
display April 1st -29th in the Valley Room and West Room Galleries. The 
Valley Room will feature professional artists including Judith Selby-Lang and 
Richard Lang, Kathleen Edwards, and Climate Art Posters by Christi Belcourt, 
Jan Burger, Jackie Fawn, Killjoy Mall, and David Solnit. The West Room will 
feature art pieces by community artists - We are accepting pieces now until 
April 10th. Artists can submit their pieces by emailing Cory van Gelder at cvan-
gelder@sgvcc.org and sharing a short statement about how their piece expresses 
their hopes and/or fears for the future of our planet. We are encouraging stu-
dents from Lagunitas and Archie Williams to submit work as well as anyone 
who is inspired to contribute. The Art Show reception will take place during 
the Climate Fest on April 22nd. Also in the galleries, the NextGen Greenstitch 
interns will be displaying an interactive climate art project. 

During the event, you won't want to miss a very special art installation “Trash 
Castles.” The large scale piece will be displayed on the corner of Sir Francis 
Drake Boulevard and Lagunitas School Road and is created by Judith Selby 
Lang and Richard Lang. Their “Trash Castles” are made of trash collected from 
Kehoe Beach in Point Reyes National Seashore. Richard Lang explained the 
purpose and vision of the piece, saying, “the trash represents the removal of 
pollutants from our waterways and a beginning of how we can regenerate dam-
aged ecosystems.” We are grateful to be able to display this installation as a part 
of the Climate Fest and celebration of Earth Day. We are looking forward to 
seeing you on April 22nd or during gallery hours in April to check out “The 
Elephant in the Room Artists’ Perspective on the Climate Crisis”.

We hope you consider contributing a piece to our community climate art show, 
your creative perspective matters! For more information contact Cory vanGelder 
at cvangelder@sgvcc.org. 

Don Carney
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Lagunitas School District
by Steve Rebscher

Equity in our School Sports and PE Programs

Last month I was intrigued to read a column about a high school soccer team in 
the Anderson Valley Unified School District. These athletes won the North Coast 
Division 3 soccer championship. What a tremendous accomplishment for a small 
rural school! The flip side of this success story is that some of the players’ families 
were unable to attend those playoff games because they could not afford the state 
mandated ticket cost. Really? This is only one example of how making things 
“equal” affects some students and families very differently than others. This is not 
the equity outcome we are striving for in our schools.

At the Lagunitas School District we have worked to achieve more widespread 
educational equity for over 50 years by giving parents a choice in how we deliver 
education for their children and by stressing the need for an individualized educa-
tional approach for each child. We do not believe that one size fits all.

From this perspective, how do our Lagunitas sports and physical education pro-
grams fit the diverse needs of our student population? Two years ago we created 
a full time physical education teaching position. Experienced Open Classroom 
teacher Jenelle Ferhart, who holds a single subject P.E. credential, filled this posi-
tion with the daily support of Buck Chavez. I spoke with Jenelle about her pro-
gram and how she implements the goal of increasing equity in physical education 
within our school environment.

Jenelle emphasized four key areas she feels create an atmosphere that fosters healthy 
growth and more inclusive participation in school centered physical activities:

1. Introduce game based activities early. Many kids, more often girls than boys, 
opt to sit out sports and PE in our schools because they lack the most basic skills 
needed to successfully participate in competitive sports. Introducing a wide variety 
of games and activities as early as possible, and downplaying or eliminating the 
competitive nature of these activities, builds basic motor skills and coordination. 
Catching, kicking, running, stopping, pivoting and throwing are skills used in 
almost all sports and are not innate for many of us. When very young students 
are exposed to these foundational skills they are much more likely to enjoy more 
advanced games and competitive sports when they are presented later in life. 
Jenelle begins with our transitional kindergarten students in groups of TK thru 
first grade, 2-3 and 4-8. All ages join together once a month in Team Time where 
the middle school students mentor, coach and support our younger children. 
All of these P.E. programs have an enviable, and very rare, rate of participation – 
100%!

2. Bring our campuses 
together. Jenelle plans many 
activities that combine our 
three programs. Getting to 
know all of the kids in our 
school through sports related activities builds healthy relationships and makes our 
kids more comfortable to join a sports team or academic activity when they get 
to middle school. Jenelle feels this is particularly important is sustaining girls par-
ticipation as they enter middle school and high school when girls back away from 
sports twice as often as boys in the same age group.

3. Create an ethos of teamwork. Enjoyment of sports at all levels depends on 
every participant. “The team” is not just about one or two stars. Look at highly 
successful teams from high school to the Golden State Warriors. Everyone wins 
when everyone enjoys playing. Jenelle actively prompts our students to think in 
these terms. She asks, “What kind of person is good to have on your team?” and 
“What makes this game fun for you?”

4. Make sports available to all. As kids become proficient in sports access should 
not be limited by financial ability. All of our afterschool sports programs and 
sports electives (volleyball, basketball, cross-country, track and field, ultimate 
Frisbee, and indoor soccer) are offered at no cost. The San Geronimo Valley 
Community Center offers a wide range of additional physical activities with fees 
and all are available with cost based on the ability to pay – no one is turned away. 
Last Fall, as an example, these programs included mountain biking, dance, skate-
boarding, martial arts and basketball. Students from Nicasio School join the San 
Geronimo Valley Community Center afterschool programs M-W with free trans-
portation.

As we all recognize that every child in our district has a right to enjoy an envi-
ronment that promotes both physical and mental health we are encouraged to 
see our progress in creating more inclusive, fun and effective physical education. 
Many scientific and popular articles have been published describing the benefits 
of physical activity in children. These include positive cardiovascular effects, 
increased bone and muscle strength, reductions in anxiety and depression and 
increased immune system activity. All of these beneficial school age outcomes have 
been tracked into adulthood. Perhaps most relevant to our school mission: daily 
physical exercise increases brain function including attention, focus and academic 
performance. I want to acknowledge the ongoing efforts of all of our teachers, 
our principal, Laura Shain, the critical role the San Geronimo Valley Community 
Center plays in providing support for our student programs, the incredible effort 
our community made to create our gym which is used seven days a week and par-
ticularly the efforts of Jenelle and Buck who embody the joy of sports each and 
every day.

Summer Fun 
by Julie Young, Lori Ramirez and Nicole Ramirez
Summer Day Camp, Summer Bridge, Job Training & Jumpstart to 
Middle School 2023

Summer is coming and it’s time to plan!!! 

The San Geronimo Valley Community Center is excited to bring back our Summer 
Day Camp for another year of fun filled time with Friends, Sun and Valley Fun!

We invite you to join us for arts & crafts, sports games and the long overdue return 
of our favorite activity of all, field trips! Located in beautiful West Marin we plan to 
maximize our outside time by filling our days with hikes, playing games, and explor-
ing local farms, ranches, beaches, open space and parks. We are a unique camp that 
fosters multi-age cooperative play. We feel Summertime for our campers should be 
filled with lots of options and choices for activities as well as plenty of down time for 
just hanging out with friends. We follow the kids' lead on the flow of the day, where 
the energy is and what the interests are and expand from there! Summer Camp is 
located on the Lagunitas school campus in the Loft above the San Geronimo Valley 
Community Gym. Camp is offered for children throughout Marin and serves kids 
ages 5-10. Camp will run from June 26 - July 28, Monday through Friday, 9am- 3pm. 
Aftercare will be available from 3pm-5pm for the campers and families that need a 
little extra time. Register today, space is limited. We are looking forward to an exciting 
five weeks and hope to see you there!!

Summer Bridge is a school readiness program intended to support your child’s transi-
tion and promote a successful start in Kindergarten. Our morning focuses on follow-
ing the flow of a Kindergarten day, with gathering in the morning for circle time and 
sharing, learning more about one another, the days of the week, songs and stories. We 
follow with art activities,games, free play, and lots of time for outside play. Other days 
may include visits from the library or a trip to the garden and sometimes even a special 
visit from the Kindergarten teachers! Many of our Summer Bridge kids will be going to 
school here at Lagunitas School District, so we spend time getting familiar with both 
the Montessori campus and the Open campus, you know, important things like- where 
the bathrooms are, where the office is, and most important, where the Kindergarten 
classrooms are. We find lots of time for learning in our time together with friends. The 
Summer Bridge dates will be Monday, June 26 - July 28 from 9am – 12pm, Monday-

Friday. Summer Bridge is FREE and children 
who require all day care are invited to our 
Summer Day Camp for a half day fee Monday 
through Thursday. 

Starting Middle School this Fall and want 
to be prepared? Join us for a three-day Jump 
Start to Middle School, facilitated by Cory 
VanGelder and Lori Ramirez.This three-day 
camp will help you get connected to other 
middle school students, including eighth 
grade students who will be assisting and 
are looking forward to helping incoming 
students feel comfortable and get their ques-
tions answered. We will offer tips on how to manage your time, stay organized and 
help you be prepared to have a successful start to Middle School. The Jump Start to 
Middle School dates are August 7th- 9th from 10am-1pm, located in room 6 on the 
Montessori campus. The cost is $90 and no one will be turned away for lack of funds. 

If you’re looking for opportunities off-campus and out and about, we offer The Youth 
Job Training Program! The Youth Job Training Program offers continued opportuni-
ties for youth to engage in new learning environments and gain real life job experi-
ence. Middle School and High School students are eligible to apply for Internships 
placed around the San Geronimo Valley and into Fairfax and beyond in local busi-
nesses and organizations. Youth start in Internship A (volunteer), and are required to 
complete 20 volunteer hours. After they have completed internship A, students can 
apply for Internship B (paid stipend of $200 6th-8th & $300 for 9th & up). Note, 
you can only apply for Internship B if you have previously completed Internship A. 
Grade Requirements for the Summer session: Interns must have completed 6th grade 
or higher. Session dates are July 1st- August 31st

We are looking forward to a fun filled summer 
with the youth in our community and beyond!



Thank You 
Contributors! 
November 15th- January 15th
Abigail Shapiro
Adam Nilsen
Alan Kepner
Alan Lubow
Alan Weiler and Julie Egger
Aldo Tarigo and Adrienne Terrass
Alex Kadrie and Janath Berry-Kadrie
Alex Bernstein and Julie Benjamin 
Alexander McQuilkin
Amena Hajjar and Kirk Wilcox
Amy Waterhouse and Julie Wynn
Amy and Pete Nestler
Andrew and Shana Rader
Andrew and Susi Giacomini
Anne DeLaney and Gary Alt
Anne Hillsley
Avis and Bob Licht
Ben and Heather Podoll
Bernard and Barbara Felling
Bettina Hughes
Blake and Mary Chapman
Blythe Shelley
Bob and Dorene Schiro
Bobbi Loeb
Brett Martino
Cain's Tire Incorporated
Carol and Richard Helzberg
Carol and William Perez
Carol Mori-Prange
Carol Randall
Carol Rayley
Carol and Steve Rebscher
Carole Williams
Cassandra Colwell
Serenity Knolls
Cathy and Dave Van Peursem
Charles Paganini
Christiane and Paul Torikian
Christin Anderson
Christopher and Krysten Elbers
Christopher Bebbington
Cindy and Paul Lawson
Cindy Miracle
Cindy Swift
Claudia Tomaso
Colin Carmody
Connie and Dan Morse
Cora Baron
Cory vanGelder

Cris Criollo and Kevin Koenig
Dan Katz
Dani Levy and Jeff Miller
Daniel Morrison and Cyndi Cady
Daniel Cohen and Jodie Newdelman
Danielle Fogel and Peter Werba
Dave and Zoe Shore
David and Ruth Plant
David and Julie Bernard
David Berry and Kamala Geroux-Berry
David and Beth Coduto, Terra Insurance
David Jones
David and Veronika Litvak
David and Dana Russ
Deborah and Eric Ainsworth
DeeDee Friedlander
Denise and Harold Jones
Dennis and Judy Rodoni
Diana Hammer
Diane Matthew
Dominic Berardi
Don and Shirley Holmlund
Stephanie O’Brien, Dovetail
Edith Fleming
Elena Roncaglia
Owen Clapp
Elizabeth  Ayers and Marty Rosenblum
Tom and Beth Carmody
Elizabeth Imholz
Ellen Kamoe and David Owen
Elvin and Cara Bishop
Frank and Marion Shippey
Frank and Viola Morris
Gabriele Schwibach
Gary and Kimberly Purdue
Gayla Scurlock
George and Virginia Kerbs
Gerald and Jerry Fleming
Gloria and Saul Feldman
Grace and Chuck Tolson
Grace W. Rogers
Gregory Daltonand Lucia Choi
Gretchen Van Voorhis
Haila Hiller
Heide Calderon
Helen Richfield
Henry Schell
Holly Blake
Hugh Delehanty
Ian and Bita Edwards

Page 8 SGV Community Center Stone Soup

Fund Development
by Alexa Davidson

Save the Date for the Spring Golf Tournament!

It’s that time of year—the Annual Golf Tournament and Oyster feed is back!

Save the date for Thursday, May 11th at Rooster Run Golf Club in 
Petaluma. Check-in and putting contest begin at 11:30 am, followed by 
a 1pm tee-time. Winners receive great prices including gift certificates to 
play at local courses, high-end golf gear, and more! After players spend a 
great day on the course they can enjoy a nearly unlimited oyster supply 
provided by our friends and partners at Tomales Bay Oyster Company and 
Hog Island. Attendees can purchase raffle tickets for more great takeaways 
including sports and concert tickets, gift certificates to local restaurants, 
and more! Finally, golfers will enjoy a great local dinner, beer and wine. 
Our Golf Tournament and Oyster Feed is a super fun way to support our 
youth, wellness, gym, and recreation programs all while having a really 
great time. Tickets will be on sale March 15th. If you’d like to be an event 
sponsor (all levels include play and meals), contact Alexa Davidson, ada-
vidson@sgvcc.org. 
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With Respect
by Dave Cort

Dear Community members. I am happy to report that since our last issue 
of Stone Soup our Team is not aware of any passings of Community mem-
bers. If you would like to have a community member honored by plac-
ing their name on our Reader Board on Sir Francis Drake Blvd. or in our 
Stone Soup please email me at dcort@sgvcc.org

Support Your Community Center
• Make a monthly contribution

• Contribute stocks, bonds, real estate or a vehicle

• Make a planned gift to the Community Center through your estate planning.

To donate, visit www.sgvcc.org 

Community Response 
Team
by Seamus Tomkins and Michele McCourtney
Times are a’ Changin’

To use the words from Bob Dylan, “times are a’ changin.” After a Public 
Health Emergency was declared in March of 2020, we have lived for three 
years under that declaration, which has allowed the government to free up 
a certain amount of resources to help us through the pandemic. Up until 
now, we have grown accustomed to some public health resources being 
available and free. At the end of March, with the National Public Health 
Emergency coming to an end (and California declaring an end to the 
state’s Public Health Emergency at the end of February), we will start to 
see some changes on the horizon in how we access some of the resources 
we have grown accustomed to having available, such as free vaccines, test-
ing, and healthcare benefits. Some of these changes will be more immedi-
ate, while some of these changes will take more time to happen. There are 
also many unanswered questions about the impact of ending the Public 
Health Emergency, but in this article, we will attempt to break down what 
some of this means and how it may impact us locally.

On the vaccines front, the County COVID and Flu vaccine pop-ups that 
have regularly come out to West Marin are now coming to an end. With 
that said, some vaccine opportunities will still exist out here through local 
medical providers such as The West Marin Medical Center and Coastal 
Health Alliance. For the time being, COVID vaccines will continue to be 
free of charge and will stay that way until the federal government stockpile 
dries up. That may be some months away, but access is going to be more 
limited. Therefore, we recommend taking advantage of the local opportu-
nities now if you have not already received a bivalent booster.

We have also gotten used to a steady supply of free rapid COVID tests in 
all areas of West Marin. This supply chain will start to dry up. However, as 
of now, we have a well-stockpiled supply in West Marin and can continue 
our free COVID test distribution efforts for at least the next few months. 
This too, may become a dwindling resource as we get later into the year. It 
is also not too late to order from the federal government at https://www.
covid.gov/tests. You can also get reimbursed by insurance for up to 8 over 
the counter COVID tests per month. 

COVID-19 treatments, such as Paxlovid, will also remain free until the 
U.S.-bought stockpile is tapped out. The current supply looks good, but as 
we roll into mid to late 2023 or into the next year is where we might start 
seeing changes in access and cost. The stockpile will likely become privatized, 
and prices may vary depending on your insurance and drug companies.

One of the more immediate and impactful changes to the Public Health 
Emergency ending is for those with Medi-Cal and CalFresh. By March 
31st, there will be no more automatic re-enrollment and California will 
resume its normal process to redetermine eligibility. This may mean many 
people lose their insurance.  This is one change that is important not to 
be caught unaware of for those who were able to enroll in Medi-Cal dur-
ing the pandemic. CalFresh emergency allotments, which were increases to 
CalFresh benefits introduced early on in the pandemic, will also be ending 
at the end of March. So starting in April, you may see a reduction in your 
CalFresh benefits.

In conclusion, it is good to be aware of these changes on the horizon, as 
well as the larger State and Federal changes, and to know how they will 
impact our communities. As we are all aware, the pandemic has been full 
of surprises. One thing that can surely be said of West Marin is that we 
have very resilient communities that can change and adapt to ever-chang-
ing circumstances.

Gratitude
by Dave Cort
In the December 2022 issue of Stone Soup I introduced this Gratitude column 
which focuses on positive stories of local people and expresses our gratitude to 
them. We featured Anny Owen and her sons Tony and Hobie who developed and 
produced “Eve, An Opera” at the San Francisco Palace of Fine Arts.

For this Gratitude column I would like to feature the incredible outpouring of 
love and support for Dreux Meade following his serious accident while helping to 
remove a tree from his neighbor’s roof during the January storms. Dreux suffered 
eight broken ribs and a punctured lung and spent quite a bit of time in the hospi-
tal and is currently recovering. There were generous donations to support Dreux’s 
recovery and his loss of work and on February 11th there was an epic music event 
that was hosted by the Papermill Creek Saloon that featured a legendary lineup of 
performers. As I shared in my "Rolling Stones" column on page 2 of this issue of 
Stone Soup, if something challenging is going to happen to you, living here in the 
Valley is unmatched as the level of love and caring that comes your way is beautiful.

I also have gratitude for Lagunitas Middle School teacher Katherine Sanford and 
her 8th grade students who are currently working on their Change projects. In 
the February 16, 2023 issue of the Point Reyes Light, the Change projects were 
featured. Go to this link to read Katherine’s article and the students writing about 
their projects. https://www.ptreyeslight.com/features/lagunitas-schools-newest-
changemakers/. Thank you to Tess Elliot at the Point Reyes Light for supporting 
our students' Change projects!

If you have a story of “Gratitude” or some positive news for future issues of Stone 
Soup please email me at dcort@sgvcc.org

Community Gym
The Community Gym is opened for weekly activities 
Weekly Open Gym Calendar

Sundays:
• Men’s Hoops 8:00am-10:00am
• Table Tennis 6:00pm- 9:00pm

Mondays:
• Coed Hoops 5:30pm-7:00pm (subject to change due to CYO basketball practices)

Tuesdays:
• Pickleball 6:30pm- 9:00pm

Wednesdays:
• Men’s Hoops 7:00pm-9:00pm

All open gyms are donations based, $10 suggested donation. Contact Lori 
Ramirez for more details: lramirez@sgvcc.org

Poster from the event held on February 11th
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Arts & Events 
The Annual St. Patrick’s Day Youth Talent show is back in business, in-person at the Lagunitas School Multipurpose Room 
on Saturday March 18 from 4 - 7 pm. This youth showcase highlights the talents of kids from the Valley and Nicasio. Talents 
include everything from singing, playing musical instruments, comedy, storytelling, and maybe even a magic trick or two! It all 
begins at 4pm with the younger kids ages 5 -10, a 5 pm intermission with a delicious dinner is served ($10), followed by per-
formances by our older kids aged 11+ at 6 pm. We are delighted to have Alexander McQuilkin reprising his role as MC, and 
joining him this year will be his brother Will McQuilkin. Tickets are $15 Adults / $12 Seniors / $8 for Children and a special 
$35 for a Family of 4. Proceeds from the Youth Talent Show go to Support all the Youth and Teen Programs at the Commu-
nity Center. Scan the QR code or buy your tickets at: https://youthtalentshow.eventbrite.com

Kate’s Cafe hosted by Juliette and Paul Valente, the subjects of this issue's Volunteer Profile (page 
3), takes place the fourth Friday of every month in the Valley Room. The night is carefully curated 
by Juliette. The artist list is set before the night of show, keeping the performances fresh and cre-
ating a cohesive flow for the evening. We are excited to announce a Kate’s Cafe Youth Night on 
Friday April 28, 2023, where youth performers will showcase their own work and gain experience 
by performing on stage in front of a live audience. If you are interested in performing or know 
someone who should, email or call MC Juliette Valente at j.valente@comcast.net or 415-488-9074. 
Other upcoming Kate’s Cafe dates are Fridays March 24, April 28 and May 26 from 7pm-9:30pm. 
This is a FREE event with Tea and Cookies available and donations welcome for refreshments. 

It’s all happening!! Join us for Howie’s Birthday Palooza featuring Howie’s 
Persuasion on Thursday April 6, 2023 at Giacos Valley Roadhouse. Howie 
and her ace band will entertain us while raising funds for the Community 
Center! This special show is also the release party for Howie’s new labor of 
love, Aunt June’s Basement, a collection of recorded songs dedicated to her 
Aunt June. This project features many of your favorite Valley locals includ-
ing sound engineer Matt Cohen and Singers/Musicians Alexa Davidson, 
David Russ, Buck Chavez, Tealy Gapinski, Kira Gapinski, Dr. Mwanza 
Furaha, Michael McQuilkin, Tim Cain, Velvy Appleton, Jeff Miller, and 
Tony Petrocitto! Ticket price is $50 and includes Music, Buffet Dinner 
and a Drink ticket. Doors for Dinner open at 6pm, Music starts at 7pm. 
Scan the QR code or visit the link to purchase tickets: https://howiesbirth-
day.eventbrite.com

April is National Poetry Month! As part of our Valley Arts and Lecture 
series, the Community Center is proud to present an afternoon of Poetry 
on Sunday April 2, 2023 at 2pm in The Valley Room. Valley Local Muni-
era Kadrie is curating the afternoon poetry reading to feature three local 
poets: Mary Winegarden, Jim Gronvold and Norah Holmgren. This is a 
FREE Event.

Our NextGen GreenStitch Climate Interns led by Cory 
VanGelder present the Center’s First Annual Climate Fest 
in the Community Center Courtyard on Earth Day Satur-
day April 22, 2023 from 12 - 3pm. This day will be full of 
presentations, interactive activities, informative booths, an 
Art Show, live music, an aerial performance, VR Climate 
Experience, and Food - Tacos and Tostadas from our very 
own Gisela Alvarado ! Stay tuned for more info on activi-
ties for Earth Day Week, including a family Hike that will 
happen Saturday before the Festival! This is a FREE Event.

We are excited to announce that the Valley Summer Music Series 
will be back this Summer with four awesome shows! Working in 
collaboration with Giacos Valley Roadhouse and Jam Joint, our 
first date will be Barry “The Fish” Melton band, back by popular 
demand, on Sunday June 4, 2023 5 - 8 pm at Giacos Jam Joint. 
Having played together since the early 1980s, The Barry “The 
Fish” Melton Band continues to uphold the tradition of San 
Francisco Rock & Roll that put the Bay Area on the musical map 
in the mid-1960s. Their music is best summed up by a line from 
one of their songs – “When the band starts playing, I don’t want 
to stop!!” Tickets are $25 and include one drink ticket. Food will 
be available for separate purchase. Scan the QR Code or visit the 
link for tickets: https://barrymeltonband.eventbrite.com 

Other Summer Music Series Dates
Sunday July 2 - Michael McQuilkin Family Music Hour Rewind @ Giacos 
https://familymusichourrewind.eventbrite.com
  
Sunday August 20 - Wreckless Strangers @ Giacos  
https://wrecklessstrangers.eventbrite.com

Sunday September 10 - Hot Buttered Rum Trio @ Giacos  
https://hotbutteredrumtrio.eventbrite.com
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2023 Spring Gallery Art 
Shows at the Maurice Del 
Mué Galleries 
Valley Room — Enter through Lobby
West Room — Adjoining Valley Room

MARCH
Valley Room Spirit of Place: The Legacy of Connie Smith Siegel
West Room  Deanna Pedroli
Art Reception - Sunday, March 12, 4-7pm
 
APRIL
Valley Room Elephant in the Room: Artist’s Perspective on Climate Crisis
 featuring works by Richard Lang, Judith Selby Lang and Kathleen Edwards
West Room  Elephant in the Room: Artist’s Perspective on Climate Crisis
featuring works by community artists
Climate Fest and Art Reception-Saturday, April 22, noon-3 pm

MAY
Valley Room 33rd Annual Spring Art Show
West Room  33rd Annual Spring Art Show
Opening reception, Friday, May 5, 6:30-9 pm 

May 23rd- 30th: Lagunitas All-School Poetry Week

Visual Arts 
by Larry Rippee

The New (and Slightly Improved) Spring 
Art Show

The annual Spring Art Show has long been regard-
ed as a grand tradition that celebrates the depth and breadth of impressive artistic 
talent residing in the Valley.

If there is any one criticism I’ve heard directed at the yearly event it would be that 
it is over too soon. Over the years I’ve often been asked why the Spring Art Show 
doesn’t run the entire month (or longer!).

The Center’s Valley and West Rooms are multi-use spaces where the Center hosts 
daily classes, workshops, meetings, rentals and events. Many of these activities are 
put on hold during the time the Spring Art Show is held which is a stress on the 
Center’s schedule (and income).

I’ve often longed to find a way to extend the time duration of the show (at least a 
little bit)-- and this year it’s happened.

The 33rd annual Spring Art Show will run from May 5th -21st. Take a careful 
look at the revised application in this issue of Stone Soup. If you plan to participate 
in 33rd annual Spring Art Show below are a few important details: The Spring 
Art Show will be held May 5th to May 21st with a reception on Friday, May 5th, 
6:30—until 9 pm. The application deadline is Saturday, April 15th.

Due to space considerations we need to limit entries to 100 artists and only one 
piece per artist. Bring your art on Sign-In day: Wednesday, May 3rd from 8-10 am-
10am. If your artwork is a wall piece it must be wired and ready to hang.

The artist’s group photo shoot is open to all participating artists. Just show up for 
the shoot before 1 pm on Saturday, April 15th in front of the Community Center.

Your Spring Art Show registration fee (as well as the 20% of the art sales) helps fund 
our visual arts programs and gallery upkeep. Your contributions fund the Spring Art 
Show mailing, publicity to numerous media contacts, printing of postcards invita-
tions and advertising posters, beverages, flowers and paper products for the reception 
and other expenses involved in producing the annual Spring Art Show.

Everyone is asked to volunteer in whatever way possible (such as helping at the 
reception, clean up, mailing postcards, putting up posters or sitting the show). This 
year we have one additional weekend of gallery sitting available!

If you would like to participate, please complete the application (aside from the one in this 
issue of Stone Soup, it can be found on our website and at the Community Center).

If you have any questions, please contact me at lrippee@sgvcc.org

Attention All San Geronimo Valley & Nicasio Artists!
33rd Annual Spring Art Show

Saturday, May 6–Sunday, May 21, 20223
Opening Reception for Artists & Friends

Friday, May 5th from 6:30-9:00pm

Who: Up to100 artists who work or reside in the San Geronimo Valley and   
              Nicasio.

What: All media - 4’x4’ maximum size. One piece per artist. Wall pieces 
must be wired, ready to hang. Provide your own pedestal for floor pieces. 
Artwork must remain up for the duration of the exhibit.

How: *Mail or deliver entry form below and $25 fee with check payable   
             to SGVCC.
  *Hors d’ Oeuvres for the opening reception are requested from each artist.
  *Postcards and posters are available at the Center for distribution. 
  *Volunteering is required as indicated below. 

Application Deadline: Saturday, April 15th. Please respect this deadline. 
Only the first 100 entries will be accepted for the show.

ARTIST GROUP PHOTO SHOOT (for publicity purposes)
Saturday, April 15th at 1 pm in front of Community Center

All participating artists welcome!

* Bring your art on Sign In day: WEDNESDAY, May 3rd from 8-10 am *

Questions: Larry Rippee, Visual Arts Coordinator at lrippee@sgvcc.org
(Don’t Forget to Keep Above Portion for Your Records)

Spring Art Show Entry Form
Please print clearly! Deadline Saturday, April 15th

    Name:________________________________________________________

    PO Box: ___________Town ___________________________Zip________

    Phone: ________________________E-Mail__________________________

    Title of Piece: _________________________________________________

    Size: ___________Medium:______________________________________

    Selling Price: _____________________(20% goes to the Community Center)

    I realize that the success of the show depends on volunteers and I will:

    Check your choice:
 
 Gallery Sitting Preference Sat 6th: 12-2 pm_____; 2-4 pm_____; 4-6 pm_____
 Gallery Sitting Preference Sun 7th: 12-2 pm_____; 2-4 pm_____; 4-6 pm_____
 Gallery Sitting Preference Sat 13th: 12-2 pm_____; 2-4 pm_____; 4-6 pm_____
 Gallery Sitting Preference Sun 14th: 12-2 pm_____; 2-4 pm_____; 4-6 pm_____
 Gallery Sitting Preference Sat 20th: 12-2 pm_____; 2-4 pm_____; 4-6 pm_____
 Gallery Sitting Preference Sun 21st: 12-2 pm_____; 2-4 pm_____; 4-6 pm_____

 Help Sign In Art: Wednesday, May 5th from 8-10 am   
 Help with Pre-Reception Set-Up: Friday, May 5th from 1-3 pm
 Help During Reception: Friday, May 5th   
 Help Sign Out Art: Sunday, May 21st from 6-7 pm 

Deliver this entry form and your $25 entry fee by Deadline on Saturday, April 
15th

To: SGVCC Spring Art Show, Box 194, San Geronimo, CA 94963
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Reflections
by Suzanne Sadowsky
I have recently been using marijuana on a regular basis to see 
if it has a beneficial effect on my health – my physical, men-
tal and spiritual well-being. Until a few years ago I had been 

an occasional user of marijuana. Friends would sometimes give me some buds or 
share a joint with me. But I wasn't a frequent or regular user. 

Cannabis has been legal for medical use in California since 1996 and then in 
2016 it became legal for recreational use. In 2014 I got myself a medical mari-
juana card and started trying out cannabis from time to time. I bought marijuana 
at the dispensary in Fairfax which by then had become legally licensed to sell can-
nabis products. I still only smoked occasionally and I'm not a big drinker either.

This year I am spending more time and attention to self- care, to my physical 
well-being. I am paying more attention with increased awareness to the connec-
tion between my head and my heart, and my brain and my feelings—particularly, 
as I examine, evaluate, and perceive the therapeutic health benefits of cannabis to 
my physical and mental state: my moods, my energy, my agility, my appetite, and 
digestive processes, my sleep, and so forth.

I want to make note of how it affects my moods, my energy, my enjoyment of life 
and my memory and thought processes. I will be paying attention to my inter-
nal dialogues when I am alone by myself, and also how I am present when I'm 
around other people.

I had my annual physical exam around my birthday in November. Everything 
seems to be normal for a person of my age. I told my doctor about my use of 
cannabis and also about the various over-the-counter medications I take for a 
variety of bothersome but not serious conditions.

Looking back to my first experience with marijuana was when I was in my mid-
thirties, I was spending a lot of time in the East Village where everybody was get-
ting high. Marijuana and hashish, while illegal, were still very readily available. I 
was getting a little high with my friends from time to time but it often made me 
anxious and paranoid because I was doing something illegal. I was not a regular 
user but if I was around people who were having a good time smoking marijuana 
I would definitely want to socialize and join in the fun.

I was 38 years old, married and living in Southern California when I became 
pregnant. I gave up any drinking, smoking cigarettes and using marijuana 
entirely. I never went back to cigarettes again. All during the entire time that my 
daughter was growing up I didn't use cannabis at all nor did I then later on when 
I became a grandmother. 

There was one major exception. It was when I was 46 years old I was being 
aggressively treated with chemotherapy for ovarian cancer. It was at a time when 
the medical profession was beginning to look at the possibilities of treating the 
nausea that accompanies chemotherapy with marijuana. I was given a large num-
ber of marijuana joints which I could use after an overnight infusion of chemo-
therapy and also take home with me during the weeks between treatments. My 

experience with marijuana during that time was frightening. I became extremely 
paranoid thinking, that the chemotherapy was poisoning me. That was not irra-
tional paranoia, because that's exactly what chemotherapy does: it poisons the 
cancer cells. 

So how is it for me now? As with many older people, I have a number of condi-
tions and symptoms that come with a territory -- arthritis and a variety of other 
uncomfortable but not serious issues. I have been wanting to see if marijuana 
can help. I've discovered the variety of edibles that are available for sale in addi-
tion to grass itself. I have tried gummies, and mints with various strengths of 
THC. I read books and articles and research studies about the use of marijuana 
for a variety of ailments. I now know the difference between THC and CBD and 
indica and sativa and I am still finding my way and assessing how these different 
substances and strengths, (e.g., 5 mg versus 10 mg) affects me when I ingest one 
of these over-the-counter store-bought substances. But I am most interested in is 
home grown, farm-to-table ways of using the flowers that bloomed on the plant 
that I grew myself outdoors last summer. I’ve made cannibutter with the flowers 
and used it to make lemon bars, oatmeal cookies and brownies. 

I am still experimenting and trying to figure out what effect marijuana has on my 
physical well-being and also my mental state. I have quite a number of friends 
who have been regular users of marijuana for decades without any apparent 
adverse effects. But some of my friends who were stoners in the 60’s are reluctant 
to take it up again. Some people don’t like it at all, and some others never tried 
it and never will. I am a newbie. I sometimes find myself getting a little nervous 
and self-conscious when I'm around people after I have had an edible, because I 
wonder whether I am making any sense.

These are some of my observations of my recent experience with cannabis. It 
seems to make me more energetic and purposeful. I feel as though I have more 
energy to move and get things done. When I have time and I sit quietly, relaxed 
and comfortable, I begin to tie threads of thoughts and ideas and memories 
together that arise in my conscious mind. I’ve taken up knitting again which I 
find to be a wonderful meditative practice 

I continue to observe how using marijuana may affect me physically: I've lost a 
little weight in the past couple of years. I think that’s because I am eating more 
intuitively and also because I am no longer on a fixed work schedule with regular 
meal times. Marijuana does not seem to give me the munchies. I'm more in tune 
with the physical world and notice the light and colors and sounds of my sur-
roundings. I feel more interested in being in touch and talking with people. and I 
sometimes get long-winded and think that I am more clever than I really am.

I strongly believe that teenagers should not be using marijuana at all or drinking 
alcohol at all. I don't think that marijuana is a gateway drug but children's minds 
are developing with lots of different stimuli and do not need any additional sub-
stances other than good healthy food and exercise and purposeful education and 
experiences as they learn to navigate this very complicated world in which we all 
find ourselves.

I am really pleased that finally, the medical profession is beginning to do really 
good scientific research on the benefits and potential dangers of cannabis. I con-
tinue to self-assess my personal physical and mental well-being and acuity as I 
continue this life journey of wanting to experience each and every day as a special 
occasion. 

Alphabet Soup
Compiled by Martha Allen
Poems from Open Classroom

I 
Speak To 

Trees by Emily May 
The talking Oak 

to the ancients spoke. 
But any tree will talk to me. 

The beautiful leaves in the fall breeze. 
like truths I know I gathered so, But 

those who want 
to talk and tell And those who will not 

listen well
Will never be as free as me.

As I talk to all trees 
Anyone who doubts me, 
Will never hear a whisper 
From the lips of any tree. 

Without Trees
by Nura Al-Jamal

Trees are some of the most important
things in the world.
 
Trees breathe in carbon dioxide,
and breathe out oxygen.
So, without trees, 
we would have no oxygen to breathe.

Without trees we’d have no shade.
Without trees we wouldn’t have 
beautiful leaves in Autumn

So this is a message to all people, 
please don’t cut down trees.

Redwoods
by Madelyn Horne

The tall Coast Redwoods and Giant 
Sequoias 
I’m always following the trail 
through the redwood forest 
on top of the hills and in the valleys.

In a box, near the playground, 
my tree is happy
Mine is a Coast Redwood
It's tall and relatively straight
Giving us shade and beauty.

The Bishop Pine
by Ren Bliss-McHone

It looms above the buildings
Almost as big as the mountains 
It gives shade to life 
And homes to animals,
 Makes sap that is like glue
And wisdom as beauty.
It is a mighty tree and strong 
Just like the roots 

Smile
by Morgan P. Olsen

You can ask me to smile
But I won't because I can’t because I don’t want to
Show people you’re happy so they will be happy 
But I’m not happy
I can fake it
I can make it
But I don’t want to 
I feel it
I am it
I fake it
I make it
Truthfully happiness is something we feel
Truthfully happiness isn’t always real
Truthfully sometimes we have to fake it 
Just so we can make it 
Smiles are fake 
Smiles make 
Smiles are true
When we learn to break
You ask me to smile 
But I won't 
Smiles don’t always fix everything



 SGV Community Center Stone Soup Page 13

Wilderness Calls
by Paul Berensmeier
Woman of the Valley

She grew up Croatian-Serbian (tough!) . . . with her grandparents . 
. . spoke the old language and became a song keeper. She learned . 
. . alone . . . in the Nevada desert . . . merged with The Rock (con-

necting!) . . . watched ants (“they never give up!”). She learned Olympic secrets from 
a fencing World Champion — Timing, Technique, and Tactic (“Three T’s”) — and 
defeated a champion. “I have a lucky star,” she said . . . and discovered the Valley . . 
. fell in love with it . . . and dedicated her life to protecting it. She hiked the trails . . 
. son on her back . . . “closest to the stars” at the top. He asked, “How do you always 
know the right thing to do?” She said, “First I think with my head . . . then with my 
heart. I put the two together and the answer appears.” She thinks the native way . . 
. have respect . . . caretake the land . . . nurture the wellbeing of birds, animals, and 
fish who were here before you, for future generations. Father . . . “Listen carefully to 
what others say even if you think they are wrong, because they might be right” . . . Use 
“Dide Mind” (Grandfather Mind) — “think outside the box" — when the conven-
tional way doesn’t work.

Timing . . . at the “tear-the-old-school-down” meeting she said, “I will lie down in 
front of the bulldozer first!” . . . so she founded the Community Center. Taking the 
garbage down . . . “What are you doing?” . . . “We’re replacing water lines” . . . “You’re 
not replacing, you’re making them bigger” . . . “Oh, yeah lady, there’s going to be 
houses all over these hills” . . . so she founded the Planning Group . . . and the joyful 
demise of the 1961 Master Plan . . . 5,000 homes, 20,000 people, a heliport, massive 
shopping center, and freeway through the Valley. Discovering children weren’t getting 
outdoors, she founded Wilderness Way, teaching children about their environment — 
Native American’s, birds, animals, fish (coho salmon!) — to become caretakers of the 
land . . . for the next seven generations . . . and beyond. . . .

She is my mother . . . and this tribute is an honoring of her induction into the Marin 
Woman’s Hall of Fame (Class of 2023).

Authors note: I filmed Jean telling a few of these exciting stories and put them up on you-
tube. Don’t miss the “Bully Story!” Google “Berensmeier Family Art Show 2022” and enjoy!

Dirt First
by Will McQuilkin

My wife attended an annual EcoFarm Conference a few weeks ago, 
and came back with a wealth of knowledge and interesting ideas. 

One of the most prescient topics that she came back talking about was groundwa-
ter, specifically the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA). In effect, 
SGMA mandates local agencies form groundwater sustainability agencies (GSAs) for 
California’s high and medium priority groundwater basins. These agencies develop and 
implement groundwater sustainability plans (GSPs) to avoid undesirable results and 
mitigate groundwater overdrafting. 

SGMA became necessary after years of overdrafting led to land subsidence throughout 
the state, and a critical decrease in groundwater basins. 

What does all that mean for the Valley Farmer? We need to conserve our water, and do 
so in a way that promotes ecological health. 

One of the best ways you can conserve water is by installing a rainwater catchment sys-
tem. You can start by installing a rain chain to your roof. Just remove the downspout 
and attach a chain (this can be a specially designed chain, oftentimes with bells or small 
cups that enhance the sound of the water when it cascades down, or a basic link-chain) 
to the downspout opening. Then secure the other end of the chain to the bottom of a 
large container, which will fill with water whenever it rains, and can be saved to help 
water your garden during the dry season. 

You can also divert water from a downspout towards your garden using a stone channel 
or swale. Start by digging a shallow trench from the point where water exits a down-
spout to a garden bed (not raised). Next, fill that trench with gravel or other small 
stones, and place some larger rocks at the point where the trench meets your garden 
bed. Lastly, make sure to berm up the border of that bed to ensure maximum percola-
tion within the growing space. 

You can also help recharge groundwater by planting cover crops, deep rooting perenni-
als and trees, all of which have deep roots that will assist rainwater infiltration into the 
soil, and ultimately direct water into those all-important groundwater basins. When it 
rains, bare soil doesn’t allow for much infiltration, because water tends to slide off the 
soil surface, causing erosion. On the other hand, covered soil, or soil that sits under a 
canopy of long-rooted grains and trees is very adept at catching rainwater and directing 
it into the soil, which helps maintain healthy soil and water systems. 

Marin County Parks
With each step in a forest, a hundred miles of mycor-
rhizal network may lie below our feet, transmit-
ting carbon and nutrients between individual trees. 
Scientists recently discovered this complex “wood-wide 
web,” in which plants share resources and help each 
other maintain a healthy ecosystem. The forest has 
something to teach us. Cooperation enhances well-
being.
 
In 2022, the Parks Measure A passed by voters in 2012 came to the 
end of its nine-year term. Continuing their long-standing support 
for Marin’s forests, baylands, and green spaces, in June Marin voters 
renewed this quarter-cent sales tax for another nine years. The mea-
sure, which includes oversight by a citizen committee, will continue 
funding for parks, open space, sustainable agriculture, and green spaces 
in nineteen cities, towns, and special districts.

In advance of 2022 Measure A, Marin County Parks reached out for 
community feedback. A county-wide survey, neighborhood meet-
ings, office hours with the Parks Director and Open Space General 
Manager, and public comments to boards and commissions indicated 
support for the core principles of the existing ordinance. Marin resi-
dents identified wildfire risk reduction, climate change adaptation, and 
equitable access as priorities. With this community input, the June 
2022 ballot proposition passed and became codified as Marin County 
Ordinance 3760.

Thanks to 2012 Measure A, all Marin County preserves now have a 
designated road and trail network with new wayfinding signs, balanc-
ing recreational use with natural preservation. Long-deferred mainte-
nance has been addressed, including structural repairs to fishing piers, 
trail bridges, and pathway decks. Complex sea-level rise adaptation 
plans for Bothin Marsh and Bolinas Wye wetlands moved forward. 
Measure A matching grants helped preserve seven thousand four hun-
dred and fifteen acres of working agricultural lands in West Marin. 
Non-profit groups, including San Geronimo Valley Community 
Center, Tomales Bay Youth Center, and West Marin Environmental 
Action Committee, received grants over the first nine years, helping 
more Marin residents get out and enjoy parks and preserves. 

The renewal of Measure A means this work, and more, will continue 
in a spirit of collaboration with communities across Marin. Learn 
about upcoming projects and plans, including opportunities for pub-
lic feedback, on marincountyparks.org. As the forest shows us, we are 
stronger together.
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Wilderness Way
Environmental Education
On January 14, Wilderness Way was honored to host “Seeing the Land Through 
Indigenous Eyes,” a workshop led by members of the Coast Miwok Tribal Council 
of Marin and sponsored by the San Geronimo Valley Planning Group. Sharing sto-
ries and songs, artifacts and replicas, traditional place names and how people cared 
for Huukui (the Coast Miwok name for Marin), Tribal Elder Joe Sanchez, Fire 
Keeper Sky Road Webb, and Dance Captain Jason Deschler opened participants’ 
hearts, eyes and minds to a greater understanding of Coast Miwok life.

Our family is understandably proud that Wilderness Way founder, Jean 
Berensmeier, will be inducted into the Marin Women’s Hall of Fame at a celebra-
tory dinner on March 23. Stewarded by the YWCA, the Marin Women’s Hall 
of Fame “publicly honors the achievements of five phenomenal Marin women 
selected through community nominations each year.” 

Valley Emergency Readiness Group (VERG)
Spring is the perfect time to refresh your emergency plans and supplies. VERG 
invites you to check these essential preparedness chores off your list when you 
change your clock Sunday, March 12.

• Make sure your emergency contacts and alerts are up to date.
• Update household information with your VERG neighborhood leader.
• Replace emergency food, water and battery supplies if needed.
• Test smoke alarms and change batteries as needed. 

There are many types of smoke alarms, so always follow the manufacturer’s 
instructions and use the correct type of battery. Smoke alarms with replaceable 
batteries should get new batteries at least once a year, or when the alarm warns 
that the battery is low. Smoke alarms with non-replaceable 10-year batteries must 
be completely replaced within 10 years, or when the alarm warns that the battery 
is low. Sign up with VERG at sgverg.org to connect and learn more.

San Geronimo Community Presbyterian Church
The big news for SGCPC is that we will finally be back to in-person (hybrid) 
worship every week, beginning with Palm Sunday (April 2) and just in time for 
Easter! Holy Week is an auspicious time to celebrate some “new life” after the 
pandemic. We plan for Palm Sunday outdoors with a traditional Palm Parade 
(see picture), which celebrates the very counter-cultural, peaceful, compassionate 
way of life Jesus taught and lived. Easter Sunday, April 9, we’ll have our 6:30 am 
Sunrise Service outdoors at the cross (west side of campus) and a hybrid celebra-
tion service at 11 am. Fellowship and refreshments follow each service.

Join us for services, for choir, monthly Book Group, Lenten programs and more 
by contacting Pastor Kate Clayton for details or Zoom links: sgpastor@att.net or 
707-291-5897. All are welcome!

InSpirit’s Mother’s Day Plant Sale 
InSpirit is getting ready for our annual Mother’s Day Plant Sale! Please join us 
outdoors at Lagunitas School District's upper campus on Saturday, May 13th to 
find seedlings and plants of all sorts, including many with low water needs, and 
other garden-related goodies. Interested in donating plants or volunteering with 
the plant sale? Please email amylvalens@comcast.net

All purchases from our plant sale fundraiser will go directly to providing financial 
support to people living with paralysis so they can continue living at home with 
their families and avoid nursing home placements. The path of people living with 
paralysis is arduous, and services can be limited and difficult to navigate. If you or 
someone you know is in need of assistance email info@inspiritmarin.org
For more information or to make a donation, see our website, www.inspiritmarin.
org, or send checks to PO Box 383 Woodacre, CA 94973

Gan HaLev
The Valley's Jewish congregation will be hosting a Purim Party at the Community 
Center on Sunday March 5th at 5:00 p.m. Costumes, children, elders and other 
noise-makers are encouraged to come and celebrate.
The Jewish American Fiction Book Club is reading What Jonah Knew by local 
author Barbara Graham who will be joining us by Zoom on Wednesday March 
8th. For more information and the Zoom link contact Davo Knepler nuevoda-
vos@yahoo.com. 

For more information about Gan HaLev email to shalom@ganhalev.org or call 
415-488-4524. 

San Geronimo Valley Emergency Fund
The San Geronimo Valley Emergency Fund has been serving our community 
since 2004. We are dedicated to provide financial help to qualifying applicants 
who aare experiencing hardship due to unforeseen circumstances. Our board 
meets once a month and decides awards on a case-by-case basis. We are here to 
serve the residents of the four villages of the San Geronimo Valley.

Over the years we average over $12,000 a year in grants to the resdents of our 
community. The board is extremely grateful to all of our wonderful donors for 
their generosity without whose support we would be unable to help those in need. 
It was so nice to see you at the dessert table during the Holiday Fair. Be safe and 
stay well.

San Geronimo Preschool
In a noticeable 2 years our preschool has grown into a capacity of 28 children 
daily with 18 children in the preschool classroom and 8 children in the toddler 
program. A new parent had asked me, “To what do you attribute such success?” 
There are 3 things, “First, a skilled teaching staff of 5 teachers daily, 2nd a child-
centered curriculum and 3rd a family-oriented environment.” The preschool has 
1:6 teacher/child ratio and 1:4 teacher/toddler ratio as they can closely observe 
and interact with the children. Child-centered curriculum utilizes the child’s 
natural curiosity to promote discovery in various ways in our environment. Even 
though we are full now, change always happens in childcare, we encourage any-
one interested in our program to contact me. Sharon Dahme, Director and make 
an appointment by calling at 415-488-4655.

San Geronimo Valley Lions Club
We have been a busy group:

• October we inducted one new member
• November we built a wheelchair ramp for a compromised Lagunitas resident.
• December we sponsored a booth at the Holiday Arts Faire for our 

Kathmandu sister club.
• January we inducted two more new members.
• January we were swamped with planning our Annual Crab Feed. By this 

reading, I am confident the Crab Feed was once again our club’s signature 
event.

• Coming events:
• March we plan to provide a major grant to our sister club in Kathmandu 

Nepal. If you are so inclined, you can send a donation earmarked to the 
Kathmandu club (see our web site).

• March our dinner meeting guest speaker will be Katherine Sanford, discuss-
ing the 8th grade trip to Alabama and Georgia. We will be financially sup-
porting this project.

• March ushers in the 65th anniversary for the San Geronimo Valley Lions.
• April 22 will be our Earth Day Litter Pickup, please join us.

Our motto is ‘WE SERVE’ the community and the most compromised among 
us. If you are in need of help, or interested in volunteering or becoming a mem-
ber, visit our web site for membership possibilities. Picture is of our three new 
members (Siri Humber, Allison Coolidge, Griff Lewis) plus Lion Poko Giacomini.

Community Organization Updates
The organizations on pages 14 and 15 are community based groups or groups who serve the San Geronimo Valley and Nicasio communities. San Geronimo Valley and Nicasio 

organizations are invited to submit a short update on their work, as well as a photo. Each organization is responsible for the content and accuracy of their submission. The 
Community Center does not exercise editorial control of these submissions. If your organization is interested in submitting an update please email druss@sgvcc.org. Many of these 
organizations are members of the Healthy Community Collaborative (HCC). The next HCC meeting will meeting will be held on May 12th @ 3:30pm in the Community 

Center Courtyard. Following the HCC meeting, Supervisor Rodoni will hold his local Office Hours. Join us on the 12th. 

Palm Sunday parade outside the Train station



River Otter Ecology Project
River Otter Ecology Project, your friendly neighborhood watershed research, edu-
cation, and community science project, celebrates our first ten years of accom-
plishments. We’ve monitored, educated, presented, advocated, mapped, docu-
mented, in fact we’ve shouted from the rooftops that otters are back in the Bay 
Area and it’s a good-news story. Boy do we need them these days! 

Please join our free Zoom presentation at 7PM on Wednesday, February 22 to 
hear all about otters, with lots of video, photos and information about how you 
can be involved in supporting our shared waters and lands! Check out our web-
site for other upcoming events. www.riverotterecology.org

And don’t forget to sign up to volunteer for field work or for our new Otter 
Ambassador program! Sign up on our website volunteer page and we will be in touch. 

San Geronimo Valley Planning Group
We have worked diligently to preserve public access to the San Geronimo 
Commons and are pleased to report that after a five year delay the Board of 
Supervisors has finally approved an option agreement to purchase the 157-acre 
former golf course from the Trust for Public Land on December 13th, 2022. The 
original purchase on December 12, 2017 was terminated at the close of 2018 due 
to a lawsuit from the San Geronimo Advocates, which ended the lease that would 
have allowed golf operations to continue until December 2022. The majority 
of the property is dedicated to passive recreational uses. The 22-acre clubhouse 
parcel is being considered for a new fire station. The purchase will help to ensure 
that this popular local park will remain accessible to the public in perpetuity, 
while creating a connection to existing open space and protecting the environ-
ment by providing habitat for endangered salmon, migratory birds and other 
native wildlife.

West Marin Senior Services
Aging – Everyone’s doing it!

Offering an array of services to help you, or someone you know, age in place with 
dignity; West Marin Senior Services continues to offer support to elders with:
 

• Care Management services and support – home visits, care plans, in-home 
evaluations for safety, caregiver placement, and knowledgeable assistance in 
navigating ALL the challenges of aging here - in rural West Marin.

• Nursing student weekly in-home and telehealth visits
• Friendly Visitors - matched with you to build community
• Home Delivered Meals – brought to your door up to 3 times a week.
• Information & Referrals – we connect!
• Assistance with shopping, errands and transportation over the hill.
• Durable Medical Equipment Loans – for short term, or indefinitely, easy to 

access and obtain.
• Workshops, educational and social community building gatherings on Zoom 

or in person.
• Stockstill House – WMSS’ State-licensed residential care facility in Point 

Reyes Station, for long term or respite stays.

To learn more about our programs visit wmss.org

SPAWN Habitat Restoration Volunteer Events
Help SPAWN plant native plants at our floodplain restoration sites in the 
Lagunitas creek watershed, which is one of the most important habitats left for 
critically endangered central coast Coho salmon. The focus of our habitat resto-
ration events is planting natives and removing invasive plants at our two largest 
restoration sites, which are located in San Geronimo and Tocaloma. 

Events held in March and May will be held at our Roy’s Riffles site; for these 
events we will meet across the street from 485 San Geronimo Valley Drive in San 
Geronimo. Parking is available through the gate. April events will be held at our 
Tocaloma site, which is located at 9255 Sir Francis Drake Blvd. 

Habitat Restoration volunteer events run from 10 AM to 2 PM. Volunteers are 
encouraged to bring water, sun/rain protection, and wear work clothes and close-
toed shoes that have good traction. We provide gloves and tools.

San Geronimo Valley Affordable Housing Assoc.
The San Geronimo Valley Affordable Housing Association is now the Two Valleys 
Community Land Trust! TVCLT

The CLT movement has been growing throughout the United States and beyond. 
CLTs are a proven way for a community to create and maintain below-market-
rate housing that will remain permanently affordable for people of all ages, eco-
nomic and social backgrounds, and walks of life.

These three essential elements of CLTs together serve to accomplish the goal of 
creating and preserving permanently affordable (below-market-rate) homes in the 
communities they serve:
 
Community
A broad base of memberships San Geronimo Valley (Woodacre, San Geronimo, 
Forest Knolls, Lagunitas) and Nicasio Valley provide the governance of the CLT 
througha tripartite Board elected by the members.

Land
Ownership of land in perpetuity assures that CLT Housing will Remain perma-
nently affordable. Homes on these properties can be either owned with a long 

- term land lease or rented by community residents.

Trust
On-going stewardship of the land and buildings, and support programs for CLT 
residents, guarantee the long-term health of the land, the longevity and safety of 
buildings and other improvements and the success of homeowners and tenants.

Want to know more and get involved? Keep an eye out for our TVCLT 
Community Education event in late April!

Rotary Club of West Marin
Around the world, there are at least 1,200,000 members in 32,000 clubs in more 
than 200 countries and geographical areas. Rotary is extraordinary in its service 
to the world. Each club is autonomous, non-governmental, non-political and 
non-religious. Rotarians enjoy fun and fellowship. The Rotary Foundation's 
Ambassadorial Scholarships program is the world's largest privately funded inter-
national scholarship program. Exchanges promote cultural understanding by 
fostering the free flow of ideas and opportunities across borders. Rotary clubs 
around the world address critical issues including poverty, hunger, need for water, 
illiteracy, burns of children (Rotoplast), health clinics (Rotacare) and peace are 
just some of the global pursuits. Rotary is only limited by the imagination of 
those wishing to make a difference. 
 
In Rotary, there is a Four-Way Test of the things we think, say or do. 
1. Is it the TRUTH? 
2. Is it FAIR to all concerned? 
3. Will it build GOOD WILL and BETTER FRIENDSHIPS? 
4. Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned? 

Please join us after the Western Weekend Parade on Sunday 6/5/22 for our chili 
cook-off fundraiser to support local projects. 

Currently, we have Zoom meetings on the 2nd and 4th Wednesday mornings 
from 8:30-9:30 AM. We meet in person on the 1st and 3rd Wednesday mornings 
at Toby’s Feed Barn (art gallery) at that same time. 

Contact: Michelle Clein 415-686-8544; mc@michelleclein.com 
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Movie Muse
by Peter Oppenheimer

Two of the most powerful, illuminating and heartening 
new films I have seen in the past year are Broker (South 
Korea) and Casablanca Beats (Morocco). Though very dif-
ferent in tone and tenor, both films evoke a deep empathy 
and appreciation within us for people in oppressive and 
morally ambiguous circumstances, who exhibit a capac-
ity both for supportive relations with diverse others and 
for fiercely independent acts of self-affirmation and self-
expression.

In Casablanca Beats we follow and thrill to the self-discovery as well as individual 
and group blossoming of an after-school classroom consisting of a diverse group 
of Moroccan youth. Though scripted, Casablanca Beats has the immediacy and 
authenticity of a documentary. 

Anas, a former rapper, fallen on hard times, shows up at a long-running youth cen-
ter to teach. He enters his empty, assigned classroom and begins spraying impressive 
graffiti art on the walls. To a coed classroom of scrubbed, innocent and inquiring 
faces, he traces the history of rap and hip hop music from their roots in African 
American protests against racism, poverty and humiliation in the USA, through the 
revolutionary movement in Tunisia that sparked the “Arab Spring,” and up to the 
non-acceptance of rap and hip hop culture in Moroccan society. “Basically, it’s a 
non-violent art at war with the system.”

The kids are assigned to write their own raps based on their own lived-experiences 
and observations of the society at large. From the jump a couple of girls seem par-
ticularly determined and defiant. We get glimpses of their home life, where, for 
example, one has to repeatedly fend off her brother’s bossy and possessive restric-
tions, while also tenderly caring for their disabled mother.

We see the classroom debating just how far they can go in their proclamations and 
protestations before they could literally be imprisoned or “disappeared.” Eventually, 
all the students get engaged in the process, and their lyrics exhibit and impart 
a gamut of powerful and complex emotions imparted with humor, rage, and 
romance.

Not surprisingly, there is a backlash from indignant and outraged family and com-
munity members. The classroom itself becomes a microcosm of the fault lines in 
Moroccan society at large. Gender inequities flare up, and religious moral policing 
rears its ugly head.

Their first group song and dance performance is a rousing, tongue-in-cheek, love 
letter to Money. There is a hilarious scene in which a female student regales her 
classmates with a spot-on caricaturized mimicry of their teacher, which has them in 
stitches until Anas walks in the room behind her. 

It is uplifting to watch these teens find their voices and ennobling to see the way 

that ultimately they support one another. Of its many international accolades, per-
haps the one for which they might be proudest was for Best Music at the Carthage 
International Film Festival. I can hardly say enough good things about Casablanca 
Beats or sum it up better than did Variety magazine which succinctly declared it as, 
“Energetic, Empowering and Irresistibly Youthful.” Available now to rent online at 
kinonow.com and elsewhere.

It’s a rainy night in a South Korean city. A woman walks hesitantly and furtively up 
to a church where she deposits a baby in a “Baby Box” the church has installed for 
that purpose. She wraps it tenderly and snuggly in a blanket and woolen cap and 
leaves, watched by two women detectives staked out in a car across the street.
We are next introduced to a master scammer, a tailor by trade, who has an inside 
connection at the church, a night watchman who erases the church’s surveillance 
footage of the baby delivery and instead delivers the baby to the tailor to be sold 
on the black market to some couple desperate to adopt. We see scenes of the tailor 
working at his sewing machine while the baby plays with a rattle in a nearby crib, 
and of him hanging laundry with the baby against his chest in a snuggly.

The watchman reports that the mother came back to the church looking for the 
child and was told there was no record of any baby being dropped off recently. The 
watchman follows her, and as she is about to call the police, he intercepts her and 
takes her to the tailor/baby broker to see her baby. The broker’s only go is to cut 
her in on the action. 

So, off they go, as a team to sell the baby, with the two detectives in hot pursuit, 
hoping to catch the traffickers red-handed making an illegal exchange. Soon the 
team is joined by a stowaway from an orphanage, looking for a sense of family and 
adventure.

That’s the set-up of the already much celebrated new movie, Broker. Each of the 
above characters is quirky and surprising, with his or her own back story that gets 
revealed as the story unfolds, including the baby’s, all of which creates a heady con-
fection of sympathies and suspense. 

Deals break down. There are detentions and interrogations. One of the charac-
ters turns out to be wanted for murder. The motives of each character are initially 
inscrutable and, once revealed, remain subject to change. Every character has their 
tender sides and are operating under conditions of some moral ambiguity.

There is an almost poetic ramp up to a climax during which the dialogue begins to 
sound operatic, while remaining hyper-natural. Broker, nominated for 37 awards 
and winner of 9 at various international film festivals is ultimately a fresh, unortho-
dox and humane meditation on the meaning and importance of family, much like 
the director’s previous Oscar winning film, Shoplifters. 

Broker should be available for online streaming soon. Go to justwatch.com. Sign-up 
for free to be notified when and where, just as you can for the online availability of 
any film.

Watch Casablanca Beats online now, and consider Shoplifters as a more than ade-
quate warm-up while waiting for Broker.
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San Geronimo Valley Historical Society
Announcements

Fundraising for 1892 Map Restoration!

Local photo and art restorationist Gawain Weaver has offered a very generous 
gift of staff time to restore our Official 1892 Map of Marin County. To take 
Gawain up on his offer, we need to raise $500 dollars to cover materials, and 
Gawain and his staff will do the rest!

Please, if you are able to help us make this possible, your tax-deductible gift can 
bring this beautiful piece of history back to life.

Checks can be sent to San Geronimo Valley Historical Society - PO Box 181 
Woodacre, CA 94973.

Oral Histories

Melissa Meith of Fairfax has generously donated hours of her time to inter-
view people who have deep connections to the San Geronimo Valley. Thank 
you Melissa! The conversations are fun and informative to listen to thanks 
to Melissa’s warm and engaging interview style. Oral histories are really just 
chances for people to share their life experiences in a format that allows people 
to enjoy them easily, from home. These audio recordings will be available on 
our website and possibly also through the Marin County Free Library’s Anne 
T. Kent Marin History Room. Thank you to the generous people who have 
been interviewed by Melissa, including Suzanne Sadowsky, Margaret Krauss, 
Kit Krauss, Lyons Filmer, and more to come. If you or someone you know has 
stories to tell about their time in the San Geronimo Valley, please reach out to 
sgvhistoricalsociety@gmail.com. We’re looking forward to putting these inter-
views (really more like storytelling conversations) online as part of our Oral 
History Project.

New Collections

Donated photographs continue to come in from local and out of state donors. 
This has been an exciting time, and Lagunitas graduate and SGVHS volunteer 
Zane Edwards has been keeping up with all of the donations. Zane has been 
doing high resolution scans of the images so that they can be shared online, 
while protecting and preserving the original hard copies in our archive. This 
way, original copies are safe, but the photos can still be enjoyed with a wider 
audience than if the originals were only on display in the San Geronimo Valley 
Community Center.

1. Filmer/McKee Collection - Photo prints of Woodacre, San Geronimo, 
Forest Knolls, and Lagunitas in the first half of the 1900s. Lyons Filmer, who 
is a descendant of one of the owners of the Lagunitas Development Company, 

donated nearly 100 photos from her family’s collection. The photos show all 
four towns in the San Geronimo Valley between the 1910s and 1930s. These 
magical images are available for viewing on our Facebook (facebook.com/
sgvhistoricalsociety) and Instagram (instagram.com/sgvhistoricalsociety) pages 

2. Rex Noah Collection - images of the Roy Ranch in 1963, which soon after 
became the San Geronimo golf course. Also aerial images of the course before 
reopening 1988.

Museum Space and School Ties

Efforts are underway to connect the exhibits in the museum (at the 
Community Center)with Lagunitas School classes. Activities and worksheets for 
students who visit the gallery are in the works, as is an interpretive signage proj-
ect related to Coast Miwok history. The Coast Miwok signage is a collaboration 
with the Coast Miwok Tribal Council of Marin.

Loaning Images for Digitization

If you know of anyone with historic Valley photos who might like to loan the 
photos for long enough for them to be scanned into our archive, please send an 
email to sgvhistoricalsociety@gmail.com.

Time Capsule & Living History:

This image is a recent photo of the 1892 Marin County Map that we hope to 
restore in the coming months. Please donate or spread the word if you can!
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Community  
 Calendar
For the latest calendar information, go to sgvcc.org

March
Sun 5 5 pm Purim Party West Room
Mon 6 3 pm LGBTQ+ Teen Support Group Wellnes Lounge
Sun 12 4-7 pm March Art Reception West Room
Sat 18 7 pm St. Patricks Day Talent Show Lag School
Wed 22 8 pm Performing Arts Community Meeting Lag School
Fri 24 7 pm Kate’s Cafe Valley Room

April
Sun 2 11 am Palm Parade and Communion Service Presby Church
Sun 2 2 pm West Marin Poetry Night Valley Room
Thu 6 7 pm Maundy Thursday Communion Service Presby Church
Thu 6 7 pm Howie’s Birthday Palooza Giaco's
Sun 9 6:30 am Easter Sunrise service Presby Church
Sun 9 TBD Easter Services St. Cecilia Church  
     & St. Mary Church
Sat 15 1 pm Spring Art Show Application Deadline & Photoshoot
Sat 22 12-3 pm Annual ClimateFest & Art Reception Courtyard
Fri 28 7 pm Kate’s Cafe Valley Room

May
Wed 3 8-10 am Spring Art Show Sign-in Valley & West
Fri 5 6:30-9 pm Spring Art Show Reception West Room
Fri 12 3:30 pm Healthy Communities Collaborative & Supervisor Rodoni Office Hours
Sat 13 12-5 pm InSpirit Mother’s Day Plant Sale Lag School
Fri 26 7 pm Kate’s Cafe Valley Room
Wed 31 5:30 pm Life Saving Skills Training Lag School Gym

Community Center Staff 
Directory and Phone Extensions
Dave Cort, Executive Director  dcort@sgvcc.org  . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 415-488-8888 ext. 110
Nicole Ramirez, Director of Human Services and Youth 
Programs nramirez@sgvcc.org  . . . . . 415-488-8888 ext. 104
Alexa Davidson, Associate Director  adavidson@sgvcc.org 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 415-488-4888 ext. 103
Michele McCourtney, Director of Operations
 mmccourtney@sgvcc.org . . . . . . . . . . . 415-488-4888 ext. 107
Helen Ferlino, Finance Manager
 hferlino@sgvcc.org . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 415-488-4888 ext. 101
Danielle Fogel, Coordinator, Communications
 dfogel@sgvcc.org  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 415-488-4888 ext. 111
Larry Rippee, Visual Arts Coordinator
 lrippee@sgvcc.org  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 415-488-8888 ext. 108
Kerry Olivotti, Arts & Events Coordinator . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 415-488-4888 ext. 111
Julie Young, Youth & Senior Programs jyoung@sgvcc.org  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 415-488-4118 ext. 105
Poko Giacomini, Community Resources Coordinator,  
 pgiacomini@sgvcc.org . . . . . . . . . . . . 415-488-8888 ext. 100
Buck Chavez, Family Advocate - Gym/LOFT
  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .415-488-8888
Cory van Gelder, NextGen Program Facilitator
 corylvg@gmail.com. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 415-488-8888 ext. 109
Sophie Davidson, Family Advocate, sdavidson@sgvcc.org . . .  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 415-488-8888
Kat Wethington, Family Advocate . . . . . . . .  415-488-8888
Eric Humphrey, Family Advocate  . . . . . . . .  415-488-8888
Lori Ramirez, Wellness and Recreation Coordinator
 lramirez@sgvcc.org . . . . . . . . . . . . 415-488-8888 ext. 106
Zoila Berardi, Family Advocate . . . . . . . . . . . . 415-488-8888
Samantha Giron, Family Advocate  . . . . . . . . . 415-488-8888
The LOFT . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .415-488-8888
Gym Office  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .415-488-8888
“Zoila’s” Childcare Center  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .415-488-8888

My education and career path combined with my deep love and connection to 
the Valley and West Marin sets me up well to take on this new role. I like to think 
about the big picture while also holding dear the importance of simple day-to-day 
interactions and connections. Being “of the Valley” I know this place and the cul-
ture here. I deeply understand the power of community and my family has been 
immeasurably supported by the collection of incredible people who make up the 
San Geronimo Valley. I view my role at the Community Center as a relationship, 
one where I learn and grow alongside my community. I can’t wait to see what we 
will do together. 

I want to finish this article by sharing my deepest gratitude for Dave. His men-
torship has been invaluable and I have learned so much from him about what it 
takes to be a good leader, neighbor, and friend to all. I am thrilled that Dave will 
be staying on our team as a Community Ambassador, while also creating more 
space in his life to enjoy his family and the beautiful Valley that he has worked so 
tirelessly to make a thriving and healthy place for all. What Dave has built in his 
nearly 32 years is truly amazing and I could not be more excited about the possi-
bilities that lay ahead for the Community Center! 

Welcoming continued from page 19

Tribute continued from page 19
On March 23rd, 2023, Jean will be inducted into the Marin Women’s Hall of 
Fame, a well-deserved honor for her incredible work throughout her lifetime. Jean’s 
son Paul Berensmeier compiled a short biography of her life and accomplishments. 
Thank you Jean for all that you started and all that you continue to do!

Jean Berensmeier, Founder of the San Geronimo Valley 
Community Center, the San Geronimo Valley Planning Group, & 
Wilderness Way
by Paul Berensmeier

Drawing on life’s lessons from Ants (“Never give up”), Rock (One with the land), 
Serbian-Croatian ancestry (“Don’t mess with me”), Fencing (“Timing, Technique, 
Tactic”), Father (Dide Mind), Listening (“They might be right”), Fairness (“Never 
cheat!”), Bullies (“Wham!”), Native Americans (“Considering the next seven gen-
erations”), Jean developed a wide range of perspectives. Jean’s primary focus is to 
preserve and protect the unique San Geronimo Valley and its many wildlife inhab-
itants including the coho salmon. Her accomplishments include: Founding the San 
Geronimo Valley (SGV) Planning Group (going strong after 50 years!). Helping to 
stop the 1961 Valley Master Plan of 20,000 people and 5,000 homes, saving Valley 
ridges for all to enjoy. Founding the SGV Community Center, preserving a beauti-
ful historic building benefiting hundreds of people who continue to receive critical 
aid in the community. Founding Wilderness Way with her family, Jean has taught 
and influenced hundreds of children, leading them in the great outdoors, fostering 

future stewards of the land. Jean has served important roles in Marin County over 
the last 50 years: President and Chairperson of the Parks and Open Space Com-
mission, President of the Marin Conservation League, President of the Marconi 
Conference Center, President of the SGV Community Center, and a representa-
tive of the SGV Planning Group since 1972. Jean was on the sub-committee that 
developed the first Community Plan in Marin County (1977). Jean was integral in 
the acquisition of four key Open Space parcels totaling over 2,000 acres in — her 
home! — the San Geronimo Valley.

Awards:
Inductee to Marin Women’s Hall of Fame 2023. 
Turtle Island Award 2023 under the Marin Women's Award.
Peter Behr Steward of Land Award 2019. 
Marin Conservation League (MCL) Peter Behr Award for Lifetime Achievement 
2014. For her years of energetic leadership and dedication to preserving and pro-
tecting open spaces and biological diversity in Marin county and for introducing 
generations of children to the wonders of the natural world. 
Sierra Club Resource Conservation Award 2005. 
Marin Green Award for Environmental Leadership 2002.
Edie Robinson Award - 2000.
Marin County Parks, Open Space and Cultural Commission Resolution of  
Commendation for her 20 years of service - 1997.
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