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YOU BELONG HERE
More than just a tagline, You Belong Here is the core 
identity of the San Geronimo Valley Community Center.  
After much of my previous year being worked from 
home in response to the Covid-19 pandemic, the 2021-
2022 fiscal year felt like a homecoming. The hallways 
were once again filled with a familiar hustle and bustle 
and new classes and activities took over our calendars.  
During this time, it became clear that the Community 
Center is far more than just a building: What truly makes  
it special is the people who come inside. Thank you for 
being a member of our community. Please enjoy this 
years Annual Report.

DAVE CORT
Executive Director

Stability and Possibility

The San Geronimo Valley Community Center is a welcoming and dynamic hub for 
human services, arts and culture, education, health and wellness, and community 
building. Since our founding in 1969, we have made it our mission to foster healthy 
communities in the San Geronimo Valley, Nicasio, and the surrounding areas. We 
offer programs and services for residents throughout a lifetime and our historic 
building serves as a gathering place for celebration and connection. Our community 
residents rely on us to care for their children, provide critical safety-net services, and 
to generate cultural and enrichment opportunities. We offer our community a sense  
of stability and possibility, remaining steadfast in our mission while continuing to 
expand our impact through new and exciting programs, services, and growth.



West Marin Community Response Team (“CRT”)
Creating networks throughout rural West Marin for combatting public 

health crises and preparing for future emergencies and disasters.

The West Marin CRT, led by the Community Center and West 
Marin Community Services, along with Marin County Public 

Health, were nationally recognized by the White House and the 
CDC for our incredible response and work in rural West Marin. 

Dr. Matt Willis, Marin County Public Health Officer, spoke at the 
National Vaccine Advisory Committee meeting in Washington 
DC about protecting rural Americans and how the West Marin 
CRT addressed gaps in Covid-19 vaccine coverage. Across West 

Marin we administered 2,008 Vaccines at 42 Pop-up clinics  
and distributed 26,478 at home rapid tests. 

Human Services and Safety-Net Programs
Filling the gap for our most vulnerable residents to ensure that 

everyone has what they need to thrive.

Drive through Food Pantry
• Every Thursday our drive-through food pantry served between 150 and 300 cars.
• We distributed 244,058 pounds of food through our distribution, averaging almost four tons per week.
• 12,840 diapers distributed to families with young babies through our partnership with Help A Mother 

Out, an Oakland based nonprofit.

Holiday Distributions
• 102 children received holiday gifts through the Toys & Joys program.
• 300 meals for Thanksgiving and winter holidays were provided to those in need.

Senior Services
• We provided 1750 meals to Seniors through our “grab and go” lunch program. 
• We held a monthly Senior Tea & Cookies gatherings, combatting isolation and building communities.
• We offered several activities for seniors every week including Ping Pong, Tai Chi, Mah Jongg, walking 

groups, peer counseling, and more. 

Financial & Rental Assistance
• From July 2021-January 2022 we provided $25,000 in financial assistance to those who had been  

impacted by the pandemic.

Our amazing group of volunteers at the Thursday Drive Through Food Pantry



Children, Youth, and Teen Programs
Enriching the lives of our youngest community members and providing  

them with healthy activities throughout their childhood.

Rainbow Playgroup
• We offered twice weekly bi-lingual playgroups 

for 15 infants and toddlers ages 0-5. 
After School Childcare
• Zoila’s and the LOFT served 47 kids from TK-8th 

grade in our fun and affordable after school 
childcare programs.

Summer Camp & Summer Bridge
• In 2021 we welcomed 31 kids back for in-person 

Summer Camp and offered a safe and super fun 
outdoor camp. 

• Summer Bridge welcomed 10 incoming  
kindergarteners.

Valley After School Tutoring (VAST) 
• VAST served 22 elementary and middle school 

students who received 448 hours of tutoring. 
• VAST employed 5 high school and college-age 

tutors, offering young adults fun and engaging 
opportunities for employment.

Instructor Led Classes
• We partnered with skilled instructors to offer 

tons of new activities for kids including dance, 
music, art, woodworking, and more!

YOUTH JOB TRAINING

“I absolutely loved working at  
Revolution 9! Since I didn’t have much 

going on because of an injury, this  
internship was a total lifesaver.  

Everything was really fun and I think  
I’ve made some friendships. Learning to 

use a cash register and making  
retail sales will definitely serve me well 

later in life. I also learned how  
organized everything has to be for the 

store to run smoothly, and I’m not  
always a very organized person, so I 
think that’ll help me get more sorted 

out in my daily life.”
-Vesper Klausner, Intern at Revolution 9

“The Community Center’s Youth Job 
Training program was a real game 

changer for my daughter. Throughout 
the program she learned important  

job skills and walked away with a better 
understanding of responsibility and  
accountability. On the days that she 

would come home after her internship, 
she was excited to talk about what 

she’d learned and best of all, was proud 
of what she’d accomplished. Of course, 
she looks forward to participating again.”

-Amos Klaunser, Vesper’s Dad

In Spring 2022, 36 middle school and 
high school interns were placed in local  

businesses to gain valuable job experience.



YOUTH JOB TRAINING

WELLNESS AND RECREATION
Healthy minds and bodies for a healthy community.

SAN GERONIMO VALLEY COMMUNITY GYM
Following the pandemic, healthy and fun activities in  
the Gym were vital in reconnecting and rebuilding our 
community. Each week community residents dropped 
into activities like basketball, ping pong, pickle ball, and 
volleyball.

The Gym also served as a safe haven for our youth. After 
school sports relaunched and students of all ages were 
able to create bonds with one another through healthy 
competition and activity!

Over 100 kids accessed after school sports including  
Bobcat basketball, CYO basketball, track and field, and 
ultimate frisbee.

NEXTGEN - GREENSTITCH
The NextGen program, which serves 16-25 year olds, focused this year on  
creating solutions to the Climate Crisis through education and action.  
The group held weekly planning meetings to offer great events to our  
community including:
• San Francisco Climate strike action with interns and students
• Fast fashion fibershed symposium
• Holiday Faire interactive climate booth
• Fast fashion presentation at White Hill Middle School
• Meetings with local politicians to advocate climate policy changes
• Earth Day education events for Waldorf MS assembly 30 students,  

Lagunitas 70 students, and Archie Williams 60 students

THE WELLNESS LOUNGE
The Lagunitas Middle School Wellness Lounge opened its doors on February 1, 2022! This 
partnership with the Lagunitas School District offers a fun and relaxed space for students 
to drop into during lunch, a calming place to unwind and destress from the many things 
making middle school life so complicated. 

The Wellness Lounge is open every day during 
the lunch hour and is located on the 1st floor of 
the Community Gym. Wellness Lounge suggestion 
boxes are put out daily and all middle school  
students are encouraged to visit and let us know 
what activities they would like to have in addition 
to what is already planned.



ARTS and EVENTS
Visual Arts thrived at the Community Center this year. Our 
galleries fully reopened and we hosted so many talented 
people across various visual arts mediums.

5 Group Shows
• Montessori Student Art Show
• Open Classroom 50th Anniversary Alumni Group Show
• Nicasio Student Art Show
• Over 80 participating artists at the annual Spring Art Show
• Dia de los Muertos (Day of the Dead) Altar

7 Solo Shows 
• Jackie Kirk Memorial Art Exhibit, including a virtual art 

salon.   
• Gisela Alvarado: Photography
• Martha Cederstrom: Painting
• John Torrey: Oil Painting
• Sherry Petrini: Acrylic Painting
• Larry Rippee: Graphic Art, Printmaking
• Molly Rea: Acrylic Painting

We hosted 23 performing Arts Events 
both virtually and in-person:
• Juneteenth in West Marin
• Lisa Rothman live performance of 

“Work From Home: Well, That’s Fun”
• Radio Rebels with Ben Manilla,  

Bonnie Simmons and Ben 
Fong-Torres (Virtual)

• 7th International Day of Peace  
Festival (Virtual)

• McQuilkin Family Music Hour
• The Best-of-it-Fest: Valley Games, 

Talent Show, and Howie’s  
Persuasion benefit show! 

•  52nd Annual Holiday Faire
• 7 Artist Film Nights (Virtual)
• 10 Kates Café (In-person and Virtual)

CONNIE SMITH SIEGEL LEGACY GIFT
Connie Smith Siegel was an accomplished artist and teacher, 
using art as activism, color as healing, and landscape painting as 
a way to honor the earth and the sense of place. When Connie 
passed away in August, 2020 she left the Community Center the 
largest legacy gift in our history with the intention of supporting 
art, healing, and education at the Community Center.

Connie’s gift ensures that art programs will continue to grow 
and thrive at the Community Center now and into the future. 
We have already been able to launch new art classes for kids, have 

upgraded our arts infrastructure and materials, and have begun the exploration of a Performing Arts 
Center with the Lagunitas School District. Art and creativity will remain core to who we are as an  
organization and we can rely on consistent funding now.



PARTNERSHIPS and COLLABORATIONS

Through strategic partnerships, the Community 
Center is able to expand its impact in the Valley 
and Nicasio and across greater Marin County. As 
a lead agency in West Marin, we have the honor 
of partnering with other great organizations to 
move forward our work in the areas of emergency 
response, substance use prevention, education, 
HEAL (healthy eating active living),  LGBTQ+  
support, financial and rental assistance, food  
systems, and DEI (diversity, equity, and inclusion).

The Community Center is also the proud fiscal 
sponsor for the Valley Emergency Readiness 
Group and the San Geronimo Valley Historical 
Society. In June 2022, the Community Center 
officially became the home for a permanent San 
Geronimo Valley Historical Society Museum. The 
museum includes permanent collections docu-
menting railroad and early development history, 
Lagunitas School District origins and early Valley 
settlements, the history of the first peoples in 
the Valley - the Coast Miwok, and a history of the 
ranches in the Valley. 

Staff Photograph taken by Samantha Davidson

The Heart and Hub of the Valley. You Belong Here.

Thank you from our Staff and Board!
Staff from left to right

Julie Young
Anne Darragh

Poko Giacomini
Cory Van Gelder

Lori Ramirez
Dave Cort

Alexa Davidson
Buck Chavez
Helen Ferlino

Michele McCourtney
 Nicole Ramirez
Danielle Fogel
Zoila Berardi

*Not Pictured:
Alejandro Alvarez
Sophie Davidson

Marta Galvez
Samantha Giron

Maile Marino
Larry Rippee
David Russ

Katherine Wethington

Board of Directors
David Bernard, President

Liora Soladay, Vice President
John Beckerley, Secretary

Owen Clapp, Treasurer
Carolina Balazs
Sarah Brewster

Buddy Faure
Steve Granville
Barbara Hoefle

David Lakes
Alexander McQuilkin

Claudia Salgado
Gina Smith

Carol Rebscher
Bonny White

Jean Berensmeiser
Founder



FINANCIAL HIGHLIGHTS SAN GERONIMO VALLEY 
COMMUNITY CENTER

STATEMENT OF INCOME AND EXPENSES 
FOR YEAR ENDING JUNE 30, 2022

SUPPORT & REVENUE
 
Contributions $531,474
Government Relief Grants $225,000
County and Agency Grants $330,145
Foundation Grants $536,094
Earned Income $116,305
Dividend and Interest $5,859

Total Income: $1,744,877

 
EXPENSES

Salaries/Taxes/Employee Benefits $1,140,211
Subcontractors $116,530
Insurance/Workers Compensation $30,946
Accounting Fees $47,936
Buildings and Grounds/Utilities $46,988
Gym Storage Construction $85,511
Printing/Stone Soup $19,860
Supplies/Postage $27,624
Program Expenses/Food $78,796
Other Administrative $48,035

Total Expenses: $1,642,437
Excess revenue over expenses $102,440

GRANTS
Bank of Marin
Center for Volunteer and Nonprofit  
     Leadership (CVNL)
County of Marin 
Endurance Fund 
Earl and Brenda Shapiro Foundation
First Federal Savings and Loan 
Freitas Foundation 
Hobson Lucas Family Foundation 
Hartford Foundation for Public Giving
Marin Charitable 
Marin Community Foundation 
Marin First 5 

MarinHealth
Nathan Cummings Foundation 
Presbyterian Hunger Project 
San Geronimo Valley Lions Club 
Socius Foundation
The Stanley S. Langendorf Foundation
The State of California
The Village Fund
West Marin Community Services 
West Marin Fund 
Jack and Patty Wright Foundation 
Union Bank Foundation 

6350 SIR FRANCIS DRAKE BLVD P.O. BOX 194, SAN GERONIMO, CA 94963

We began our fiscal year with optimism. All of our budgeting 
plans were geared towards the reopening of all programs  
and events. Staff, board, and volunteers were ready for all the 
excitement and connectedness gathering together brings. 
From a financial perspective we were hopeful that we could 
return to revenue from earned income generated from in 
person events. With Covid-19 variants still circulating in our 
community, we were put up to the challenge of supporting 
our mission, strategic and financial goals. The support of 
donors, foundations, and government grants ensured that we 
were able to finish our year economically strong.

Our strong partnership with West Marin Community Services 
on the Community Response Team and West Marin Coalition 
for Healthy Youth brought in new funds from Marin County 
and Marin Community Foundation. This work has immense 
meaning to us and we are grateful these programs and their 
funding will continue into the next fiscal year. Included in  
our Foundation Income is a contribution that allowed us to 
purchase an additional bare lot of land in Woodacre. Before 
this purchase we owned another lot in Woodacre, “Central 
Park” is open to all. This additional purchase supports our  
vision of bringing the Community Center to the different 
neighborhoods and villages of the Valley. We were thrilled to 
receive a California Venues Grant for $225,000. This funding 
filled the gap from our lost revenue from in person events. 

The return of the Golf Tournament brought in new donors 
and business sponsors for our Gym and Youth Programs. We 
received donations specifically for the Gym Storage construction 
and were able to make great headway on a much needed 
project. The storage space will hold supplies for the gym activities 
and disaster preparedness. We also were able to hold “Best of 
it Fest” which brought together many of the events we had 
been missing such as Valley Games and annual talent show. 

Not reflected in these operating numbers is our largest 
Legacy Gift to date. Connie Smith Siegel generously left us 
the proceeds from the sale of her house. In this fiscal year we 
received a portion of this which was $500,000. These funds are 
earmarked for the arts and our staff and board are developing 
policies around our newly created “Arts Fund” to ensure that 
we honor Connie’s legacy and her wishes to provide support 
for arts in the valley for years to come. 

Due to overwhelming support for our programs and services 
we did not use funds from our Endowment Fund for our 
operating activities. Our Endowment policy allows us to use a 
percentage of these funds each year and if we do not, we are 
able to use them in a following year. With one time pandemic 
funding ending we will use these funds as we continue to 
open up to our full capacity and continue to provide the 
ongoing safety-net services our community needs.

Our numbers reflect that we support a staff of 20, primarily 
in direct programs and services. Providing equitable salaries 
and strong benefits is a priority for the center. Additionally, 
our subcontractors include our VAST tutors, our after school 
enrichment teachers, and our middle and high school job 
training interns. One of our greatest responsibilities is caring 
for our Community Center building, balancing historical  
preservation and keeping up with function, safety, and 
technology. We were able to paint the building this year and 
replace our gutters. Much work was also completed to ensure 
our landscaping is also more fire-resistant. We hope that as 
life begins to find some rhythm and regularity again, you 
come visit us and experience our programs and the beauty  
of our building first hand.


