
 
Fred L. Berensmeier (Lee to friends) was an artist from the moment his Dad gave him
paint brushes and paints when he was 5 years old. He painted every surface he could
reach in his mother's kitchen. Lee got a scholarship to the School of Arts and Crafts in
Oakland and then studied Art at San Francisco State University receiving a Master's
Degree and teaching credential. He taught in Middle School, High School and in 1968
became an art instructor and head of the Fine Arts Printmaking Dept. at City College
of San Francisco until his retirement in 1993. Lee and Jean bought a "fixer-upper" in
Lagunitas where they added a large printmaking studio and private gallery where Lee
continues to draw and make prints. But creating collographs by printing from objects
using toys of metal ware and tin cans became a major part of his later work. His
artwork often includes images from his personal connection with the environment on
the slopes and ridges of Mt. Barnabe Major themes are ravens cavorting on updrafts
on the ridge, salmon sightings along the creeks, and years of working with American
Indians and the impact of his study of petroglyphs and pictographs during two
sabbaticals. Lee is celebrating his 90th birthday in August.  

Berensmeier's work has been exhibited at Tokyo Metropolitan Museum of Art, with
Audubon Artists, the National Arts Club of New York, Brants Klaedefabrik Museum in
Denmark, Yerba Buena Center, San Francisco and the Pacific Grove Center as well as
numerous small galleries.

"Jean and I discovered the San Geronimo Valley in 1953. I became a horse wrangler for
Forest Farm Summer Camp in Forest Knolls and later Jean became the Art Director.
We married in 1956, both became teachers, bought a small home in Lagunitas, added a
Fine Arts printmaking studio/gallery and moved there from San Francisco with our son
in 1963. After 60 years of living on the slopes of Mt. Barnabe in the San Geronimo
Valley, our family has become one with the Spirit and Spirits of this extraordinary
place. This connection feeds us spiritually, enriches us intellectually, challenges us
physically and is the bedrock of my creativity in printmaking."   -- Fred Berensmeier

If interested in purchasing art work contact Larry Rippee at lrippee@sgvcc.org 
or call 415.488.8888 x 252
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