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The Journal of the San Geronimo Valley Community Center 

Winter 2021-22         
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Estimados lectores de español. Si está interesado en recibir alguno de estos artículos de Stone Soup en  
español, comuníquese con nosotros por correo electrónico a info@sgvcc.org o llame al 415-488-8888 ext 0.

COME ONE, 
COME ALL AND 

JOIN US FOR THIS 
ANNUAL WINTER 

CELEBRATION!
WE ARE ALL LOOKING FORWARD TO SEEING YOU ON THIS 
FUN DAY!

While following the Marin County and Lagunitas School District 
Guidelines for safety, we will be hosting our 52nd Annual Holiday Arts 
Faire outdoors in the grassy Courtyard behind our building and alongside 
the East end of the building where there is a broad fire road that will be 
lined with booths. 

We’re creating a festive environ-
ment with booths spaced six 
feet apart, substantial space for 
people to remain safely socially 
distant while walking around 
and enjoying the tradition of our 
beloved Holiday Faire, albeit in a 
slightly different form this year. 

Look for our grand entrance 
on the East Side of the build-
ing, we will have all the tra-
ditional favorites: bountiful 
bakery goods provided by the 
Valley Emergency Fund, our 
own yummy soups, salads and 
our Faire’s legendary tamales 
presented by Revivir la Cultura,  plus hot chocolate, warm coffee and so 
much more.
 
We have our own Valley craftspeople along with some new artists who 
will bring new and fun items for your pleasure.

continued on page 10

Fundraising for our 
Future
by Alexa Davidson, Director of Development and 
Strategic Initiatives

Support our Annual Campaign before year-end to double your 
impact!

For 52 years, the San Geronimo Valley Community 
Center has served as the heart and hub of the 
Valley, a place where everyone belongs. In a year full 
of unpredictable moments and unprecedented col-
lective hardship, the Community Center remained 
a stable source of critical programs, services, and 
support. We are proud of our immediate and swift 
response, we are inspired by the resilience of our 
residents, and we are hopeful as we return to our 
historic building for all of our favorite programs 
and services! This year our Annual Fundraising Campaign centers around these 
three themes: Response, Resilience, and Returning Together.

As a nonprofit, 501(c)3 organization, our mission is carried out with the support 
of generous donors like you! The Community Center’s Annual fundraising cam-
paign is our largest and most important fundraising effort of the year, with goals 
to raise nearly half of our annual budget. Our Annual Campaign is underway and 
we are off to an encouraging start! Donors of every budget size have supported us 
by making financial contributions to our organization, allowing us to continue 
our critical work in the community while also fostering further innovation and 
growth! 

This year, our Council of Major Donors came 
together to pledge over $65,000 in matching funds 
for the Annual Campaign which allows donors 
of all sizes to double their impact when they give 
before year-end. We hope you will consider joining 
others in the Community by making a financial 
donation to the Community Center. Every dollar 
counts and we cannot express how much we appre-
ciate every donation we receive!

There are many reasons to support the Community Center. A donation to the 
Community Center is a donation to the community. Your donation directly impacts 
children and families in our youth programs, seniors, artists, underserved popula-
tions, and really all who walk through our doors!

continued on page 2
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Rolling Stones
by Dave Cort, Executive Director
Greetings to our wonderful community and to all 
the readers of Stone Soup and everyone who par-
ticipates in our Center’s programs and activities. As 
we move into December and our 22nd month of 
navigating the pandemic together the Community 
Center’s historic building and the Community Gym 

have come back to life with in person programming for residents of all ages on 
a daily basis. We continue to prioritize our work to diligently provide safety net 
support to our residents through our weekly food distributions and providing 
information and resources in navigating the pandemic, along with working in 
partnership with the Lagunitas School District to support their students and 
families. We are very appreciative of the Trust For Public Lands and the Marin 
County Fire Department who have shared the parking lot at the Clubhouse 
Commons for our drive through food distribution, vaccinations clinics and 
testing clinics. On November 18th we served many local families Thanksgiving 
food boxes in partnership with the SF/Marin Food Bank. We felt it was impor-
tant to move these safety net services from the Lagunitas School Campus to 
keep our children and youth, along with school staff, healthy and safe. While 
we are having more and more activities, we need to stay vigilant against 
COVID spreading as infections continue to occur in vaccinated community 
members and those who are unvaccinated.

Every year in early November the Community Center issues its Annual 
Report for the previous fiscal year. You can read the Annual Report for July 
1, 2020 to June 30, 2021 on our website at www.sgvcc.org/annual-report/. I 
opened the Annual Report by writing the following “In my 30th year as the 
Executive Director of the San Geronimo Valley Community Center, I can say 
with certainty that this past year encompassed both the biggest challenges and 
the proudest moments of my career. With an incredible and amazing staff, a 
dedicated and committed Board of Directors, caring local volunteers, generous 
financial contributors, and partnerships in the nonprofit sector, government, 
and business community, we collaborated in the deepest and richest way pos-
sible to navigate the Covid-19 pandemic and support our beloved community. 
This Annual Report in words and photos details our organization's journey of 
response, resilience, and now returning together. Thank you for being a part of 
our community, YOU belong here.” I appreciate your taking the time to read 
our Annual Report. We are very proud of all we have accomplished in partner-
ship with our community members.

Throughout the pages of this issue of Stone Soup, by going to www.sgvcc.org 
and by signing up to receive and by reading our Constant Contact updates 
every Thursday you can stay informed about our programs and services offered 
and how our Community Center is navigating reopening, in person program-
ming and virtual programming. Deep appreciations to our community mem-
bers who have made and continue to make generous contributions to support 
our Community Center.

Please contact our staff at the Community Center if there are any ways, we can 
support you and we look forward to more and more in person activities as we 
return together in the healthiest ways possible. Stay well!

Fundraising continued from page 1
Donating to the Community Center has never been easier! Every donation 
makes an incredible impact and we have options that work for every budget. 
Donate TODAY and consider these other ways to increase your impact:
Join our Council of Major Donors: Make an annual contribution of $750 or 
more and support the Center in a BIG way while also gaining access to exclu-
sive donor perks like our annual dinner.

Monthly Recurring: Donating monthly allows you to increase your impact 
by stretching your donations out over the year! When you make a donation 
online, simply select monthly recurring. *Hint - a monthly donation of just 
$62.50 makes you a Council level donor! 

Gifts of Stock: Gifting stock or donating 
directly from your IRA can unlock some 
major tax benefits for you as a donor and 
supports the Community Center's mission! 
Check out the Ways to Give section of our 
website for more information!
You can make a donation by visiting our 
website: sgvcc.org, or by mailing a check 
to PO Box 194, San Geronimo Valley, CA 
94963. 

Community Response 
Teams 
by Michele McCourtney

Having a great partnership for decades, which was especially critical throughout 
the pandemic, it only made sense for San Geronimo Valley Community Center 
to team up with West Marin Community Services to co-lead the West Zone for 
the County’s Community Response Teams. Community Response Teams are 
made up of local community based organizations and partners, which include 
healthcare providers, schools, faith based organizations, disaster councils, like 
VERG, KWMR, the VOAD, and the County, with a goal of connecting agencies 
and organizations to provide a communication network and resources during the 
pandemic and in disasters. The West Zone is also connected closely to the other 
Community Response Team “Zones” in Marin County, including the North 
Zone (Novato), Central Zone (The Canal in San Rafael), and the South Zone 
(Marin City) to widen our network, resources and communication throughout 
the County during emergency response to those most in need. 

A focus of the Community Response Teams are to recruit and build a roster of 
community partners in each zone, to create communications pathways to share 
information to key partners to disseminate within their communities, and to pro-
vide connections and availability to critical resources, such as Covid testing and 
vaccines, food assistance, shelter, and other essential needs.

Over the last few months, our West Zone Community Response Team worked 
hard with the County to bring Covid-19 testing and vaccinations deep within 
West Marin to Bolinas, Point Reyes, Tomales, and the San Geronimo Valley. 
Our team delivers critical messages weekly to our communities throughout West 
Marin related to public health updates and offerings, trying to ensure that all 
community members receive the latest information and resources. 

Something our Marin Community Response Teams and Zones have all learned 
is that we are better connected and working together! This allows for the most 
accurate information, consistent messaging, and greatest connections and resourc-
es for each of our communities.  

For the latest information from the County for testing locations, vaccines, and 
public health updates, we highly recommend you subscribe for daily updates at 
https://coronavirus.marinhhs.org/subscribe 

Alternatively, you can find information at the links below: 

Testing: https://coronavirus.marinhhs.org/testing 
Vaccines: https://coronavirus.marinhhs.org/vaccinefinder
Updates: https://coronavirus.marinhhs.org/updates 

To receive the latest information for active disasters or emergencies, we highly 
recommend you subscribe to Alert Marin and Nixle, and register VERG. 
Alert Marin - Register to receive evacuation or shelter in place notifications 
specific to your street address: https://www.marinsheriff.org/services/emergency-
services/alert-marin 
Nixle: Text your zip code to 888777 to receive information regarding hazards 
pertinent to your zip code: https://www.nixle.com/zipcode_reg/ 
VERG: Use the form here to register with SGVERG.
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Volunteer Profile:  
Jimna Calmell
by Nicole Ramirez

Our volunteer profile this edition is a long time Valley resident Jimna 
Calmell. Jimna has lived in Lagunitas for 30 years. Her husband purchased a 
piece of land and built the house they have raised their 3 children in. Jimnas’ 
two older children went through the Lagunitas School from k-8th grades 
and her younger daughter attended St. Rita’s in Fairfax. Jimna expressed that, 
“This is a great place to raise a family”, and I had to agree. 

I sat with Jimna one Thursday afternoon at the 
former San Geronimo Golf course where she vol-
unteers with us at our Food Bank and we chatted 
about her involvement with the San Geronimo 
Valley Community Center. 
 
Jimna has the good fortune of being neighbors 
with our Executive Director Dave Cort and has 
always been interested in and informed about all 
the activities and programs at the Center. Jimna 
began volunteering years ago pre-pandemic at our 
Congregate Lunch on Thursdays. She enjoyed giv-
ing back to her community and helped with the food service and set up. 
 
Jimna now volunteers at our Pop- up food Bank on Thursdays where she 
bags groceries, sorts food and helps with the distribution of the food. Jimna 
recently started teaching Zumba at the Center on Mondays from 10:30-
11:30am for seniors and the community at large. The class is offered virtu-
ally and in person. Jimna believes that it is important, particularly for seniors 
to have an activity that involves movement which helps with balance and 
memory. 

“Each choreography is different for each song and remembering the steps 
helps the Seniors”. Jimna feels it is important for her students to get their 
bodies familiar with each movement. Jimna also teaches Zumba at Vivalon in 
San Rafael on Mondays 9:10 am-9:55 am & Wednesdays 10 am-10:45, and 
at the Marin City Community Center Thursdays 9 am-10.

She hopes the class here at the San Geronimo 
Valley Community Center will grow as she is 
very passionate about exercise, and movement 
and wants to share it with her community. Jimna 
started teaching aerobics over 35 years ago when 
she lived in her native Peru. Her love for aerobic 
fitness has been passed on to both her daughters. 
Jimna’s eldest daughter Paola offered Zumba 
classes at the Center over ten years ago and had 
a successful studio Hello Fit, teaching aerobics, 
Zumba, kickboxing and movement classes with 
her younger sister Jannely until the hit of the pan-
demic when they had to shut down. The studio is on the comeback and the 
family tradition of the movement, exercise and dance will live on. 

Thank You Jimna on behalf of the San Geronimo Valley Community Center 
staff and the entire community for your commitment to spreading your joy 
for exercise and volunteering at the Food Bank.

Volunteer Profile:  
Anna Jensen
by Cory VanGelder
I am pleased to feature Anna Jensen for the volunteer 
profile. In my role as mentor and support for the 
Greenstitch Climate Internship, it was a pleasure to 
interview Anna and record the process that brought 
this mural to life.

Cory: Let’s start with a little about you.

Anna: I was born and raised in Woodacre. I have 
always loved art, music and dance. I went to Lagunitas 
K-8th grade (I remember really enjoying the Emotional 
Literacy program in Middle School, even though it 
wasn’t “cool” to like it.) I went on to Archie Williams 
where I did the Rock Program and danced at Roco.

Cory: What are the memorable parts of this eighth month process of being the 
lead artist on the Greenstitch Climate Mural?

Anna: It started in the last semester of my senior year and I didn’t have motivation 
to do much of anything in school. A lot of my motivation came from the mural 
project. It was one thing I wanted to do and could work on it in my zoom art class. 

I loved going to Connie Smith Siegel’s studio and meeting her friends and learn-
ing about how amazing she was. Her emotional and spiritual aspects, how she 
used color and using her brushes to paint the mural was all really meaningful. 
Honoring Connie Smith Siegel with everything I was doing made the experience 
much more special. 

I gained a lot of knowledge and resources from Kathy Edwards including going 
to her studio and talking through the different processes of designing the mural, 
learning technical skills and problem solving.

From the whole process I also learned so much through trial and error as well.
 
Cory: Talk about the four months we spent designing the mural.

Anna: It was a process of listening to everyone’s ideas and a lot of collaboration 
on zoom. It wasn’t a linear process. People would throw out an idea and I would 
take notes and draw out variations of the idea and come back for more feedback. 
When Ben came up with our name Greenstitch, the idea of stitching the climate 
back together came up. We thought a grandmother in a rocking chair stitching 
a quilt was a comforting image. Maybe Connie could be somewhere as a mother 
earth figure? We thought that Connie didn’t sew (much later we found out she 
did). There were moments we thought we should scratch it all and start all over, 
but I kept working and developing the final mural design.

Cory: I remember you being quite relieved that each of the Climate Interns would 
be designing and painting their patch of the quilt image on the mural.

Anna: Yes, It was a shock but cool to have such a big role as the lead artist. And as 
a group of teens, we executed it so well. It was really rewarding.

Cory: What was it like finally being at the Community Center and painting after 
all the months of designing and sheltering in place?

Anna: As Kathy had said, the hard work is really in the developing and creating a care-
ful rendering of the mural design. Once it came time to paint, it felt less like work, 
more relaxed and fun. We had it all laid out and we could just come and paint.

It felt good that everybody at the Community Center was so happy that we were 
there. We felt so much support and generosity of resources. People coming by 
were so curious and admiring, it made me feel happy and proud of myself. It 
turned into a much more impactful process than I ever imagined. 

Cory: What impact do you hope it will have on the Community?

Anna: I hope it invites conversation, sparking curiosity of what it means and I 
hope people enjoy the beauty of it.

Support Your Community Center
• Make a monthly contribution

• Contribute stocks, bonds, real estate or a vehicle

• Make a planned gift to the Community Center through your estate planning.

To donate, visit www.sgvcc.org 

Financial Emergency? 
There are three local nonprofit organizations that may be able to provide small 
grants to families or individuals in need. These are generally one–time grants for 
such items as car repairs, utility bills, or other necessities. Also the local Lions Club 
can help with prescription eye glasses.

San Geronimo Valley Emergency Fund provides financial assistance to mem-
bers of the Valley community in times of need. Pick up an application at the 
Community Center or request one by mail from Rosemary Sharp at 415-488-
4225.

West Marin Community Services uses a portion of its Thrift Store profits for a 
distribution fund available for use by low-income Valley residents. The fund sup-
ports unmet needs that tend to fall through the cracks of our care system. Contact 
Socorro Romo, 663-8361, or sromo@westmarincommunityservices.org.

The San Geronimo Valley Lions Club offers financial aid to Valley folks who need finan-
cial assistance to purchase prescription eye glasses. For more information e-mail Chloe Cook 
at chloecook@comcast.net
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Services
Food Bank Banter
by Nicole Ramirez
Winter has arrived and rain is welcome at the Food Bank. Our volunteers and staff 
have reconciled with the weather and have figured out how to cope during rain 
or shine. I have so much appreciation for the volunteers that show up with smiles 
under their masks and willingness to work. The volunteers at the San Geronimo 
Valley Food Bank are the core of our success. We have volunteers who have been 
with us since the onset of the pandemic and we appreciate their commitment. Our 
goal at the San Geronimo Valley Food Bank is to provide free accessible food to all. 
Our volunteers seem to share our passion to offer food security and keep showing 
up each week to be a part of that mission. We value our volunteers and have the 
deepest gratitude for each and every one of you. 

One volunteer who always earns a spot-
light is Pat McGraw who has been vol-
unteering at the San Geronimo Valley 
for over 5 years. Pat took a break during 
the height of the pandemic to ensure her 
safety. Upon her return at our pop- up 
Food Bank, Pat noticed that the staff 
was not eating lunch. We often forget 
to pack a lunch and are outside all day 
and are only chance to eat is when we 
take turns. The day at the pop-up Food 
Bank starts at 8:30 am and is a constant 
physical effort to distribute food. 

Pat being the amazing human, friend 
and mother that she is, took it upon 
herself to do something above and 
beyond. Pat and has been making us 
lunches for months. She literally saves 
our lives! She not only makes our lunches; she individually wraps them and bags 
them with our names on each. The lunches are not your everyday sandwich but well 
thought out gourmet arrangements of culinary masterpieces. Every week is a differ-
ent sandwich that we so appreciate. We are more than grateful to Pat and wanted to 
share with everyone the amazing person that Pat McGraw is!

West Marin 
Coalition for Healthy 
Youth (WMCHY)
by Madeline Hope
October 28th, 2021, San Geronimo Valley Community Center and West 
Marin Community Services hosted the relaunch meeting of West Marin 
Coalition for Healthy Youth (WMCHY) backbone team. This meeting con-
vened key sector partners from across West Marin region including the four 
geographic areas of Bolinas/Stinson, Tomales/Dillon Beach, San Geronimo 
Valley and Point Reyes Station. This year, WMCHY have committed to a 
co-leadership approach that allows both agencies to take responsibility and 
engage with a backbone team to learn how to best manage and function as a 
regional team that allows us to reduce underage substance use in West Marin. 

Together the Coalition for Healthy Youth will promote and integrate ele-
ments that are: 

• evidence based prevention strategies based on data supported needs;
• equitable and inclusive of all community members and intentionally 

aligned with our Latinx community that centers on the required cultural 
responsiveness necessary for all WMCHY endeavors and tasks; 

• consistent dissemination of Prevention and Early Intervention informa-
tion

• accessed through robust use of social media/online technology

The WMCHY has a dedicated website that has been dormant for the past 
3 years. The goal of the shared leadership will provide increased capacity to 
relaunch the website as a virtual hub that allows each area in WM to provide 
access to events, resources, and opportunities that will support youth and 
families. As a decentralized geographic landscape, our coalition will benefit 
from a functional coalition focused on prevention of youth substance use. To 
do this important work we will have to communicate, coordinate, collaborate 
and cooperate to network services, opportunities and resources that allow for 
meaningful engagement with youth and families. 

To date the most coordinated activities focused on this include:
• Raising the Bar – Keeping youth events substance free
• Let Talk  booklet given to 6-9th grad families
• Numbing or Nourishing – A critical thinking campaign to increase posi-

tive decisions and coping skills
• Program and service coordination for the schools and community based 

organizations

We hope you will be part of the coalition building and bring your voice, your 
ideas and resources to the table. Now is the time we need our villages to step 
up, lean in and support our community based organizations to do the work 
to support of youth and families. Our next meeting will be scheduled for 
early December. We look forward to seeing you, hearing you and being in 
partnership with you. 

Connect with SGVCC
  
The San Geronimo Valley Community Center’s weekly listing of events and activi-
ties is posted on our regularly updated website. Visit us at www.sgvcc.org. Email us at 
druss@sgvcc.org to join our email list.

You can also follow us on Facebook @ sangeronimovalleycommunitycenter

And Instagram @ sgvccenter
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Dear San Geronimo Valley and Nicasio families,
 
I hope you all are well. It is that time again when the SGVCC partners with Valley 
Toys and Joys.

The San Geronimo Valley Community Center has worked in partnership with 
Valley Toys and Joys every holiday season to support local families, who are having 
financial challenges, by distributing holiday gifts to children in the San Geronimo 
Valley and Nicasio. Valley Toys and Joys is a local non-profit founded by Grace 
Tolson and her family members at the Dickson Ranch. This program is designed 
to provide local children ages two years old through 8th grade with three holiday 
wishes.

Families who are eligible must live in the San Geronimo Valley or Nicasio or chil-
dren must attend either Lagunitas School or Nicasio.

Applications will be available on our website or hard copies will be on both sides 
of the Community Center’s doors. Applications are due November 25,2021. Any 
applications submitted after this date are not guaranteed the three wishes. 

Gifts will be distributed on December 20 & 21, 2021 from noon to 4pm at the San 
Geronimo Valley Community Center. Please wear a mask and practice safe social 
distancing when picking up toys. 

Also, please consider donating to this incredible program that has had such a posi-
tive impact on our communities’ children for over three decades.

You can send a donation to:

Valley Toys and Joys
PO Box 496
Woodacre, CA 94973
415-488-0454 

Please email if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

Nicole Ramirez
Director of Human Services and Youth Programs 
nramirez@sgvcc.org

Hola familias del Valle de San Geronimo y Nicasio,
 
Espero que todos estén bien. Es ese momento nuevamente cuando SGVCC se asocia 
con Valley Toys and Joys.

El Centro Comunitario del Valle de San Geronimo ha trabajado en asociación con 
Valley Toys and Joys cada temporada navideña para apoyar a las familias locales, que 
están teniendo problemas financieros, mediante la distribución de regalos navide-
ños a los niños en el Valle de San Geronimo y Nicasio. Valley Toys and Joys es una 
organización local sin fines de lucro fundada por Grace Tolson y los miembros de 
su familia en Dickson Ranch. Este programa está diseñado para brindar a los niños 
locales de dos años a octavo grado tres deseos de vacaciones.

Las familias que son elegibles deben vivir en el Valle de San Geronimo o Nicasio o 
los niños deben asistir a la Escuela Lagunitas o Nicasio.

Las solicitudes estarán disponibles en nuestro sitio web o habrá copias impresas en 
ambos lados de las puertas del Centro Comunitario. Las solicitudes vencen el 25 de 
Noviembre de 2021. Las solicitudes enviadas después de esta fecha no tienen garan-
tizados los tres deseos.

Los obsequios se distribuirán el 20 y 21 de Diciembre de 2021 desde el mediodía 
hasta las 4 pm en el Centro Comunitario del Valle de San Geronimo. Use una más-
cara y practique el distanciamiento social seguro cuando recoja juguetes.

Además, considere hacer una donación a este increíble programa que ha tenido un 
impacto tan positivo en los niños de nuestras comunidades durante más de tres 
décadas.

Puedes enviar una donación a:

Juguetes y alegrías del valle
Apartado de correos 496
Woodacre, CA 94973
415-488-0454

Por favor manda un correo si tienes alguna pregunta.

Atentamente,

Nicole Ramírez
Director de Servicios Humanos y Programas Juveniles
nramirez@sgvcc.org

Valley Toys and Joys



SGVCC Gym, Recreation & Wellness
by Lori Ramirez

Hello San Geronimo Valley & Nicasio,

I would like to take this opportunity to introduce myself. I recently started a new 
adventure and joined the amazing team at the San Geronimo Valley Community 
Center on September 27, 2021. I grew up in San Anselmo and spent a lot of time 
with my mother, Pat Broadbent who was a childcare provider. She would bring 
me along to work with her at Parkside Pre School where she had the privilege of 
working alongside Linda Watson and Virginia Stapleton, they were naturals and 
inspired me to follow in their path. I learned so much from my time spent there 
as a child, and ended up pursuing a career in childcare. I began working for the 
Town of San Anselmo in the Recreation Department and was employed there 
for over a decade. What I enjoyed most from my time in San Anselmo were the 
countless connections that I have made with the children and their families in the 
community. Our family moved from San Anselmo to San Geronimo in October 
of 2015 and we love all that the valley has to offer. I am thrilled to be a part of 
such an amazing community and I’m looking forward to making many connec-
tions as I embark on this new and exciting journey, in this amazing place that I’m 
fortunate to call home. 

Now that school is back in full swing, after school activities are coming back 
as well! This Fall, Jenelle Ferhart stepped up to the challenge and took over the 
planning of the Fall after school sports and did not disappoint. There were two 
Girls Volleyball teams, 6th & 7th graders and 7th & 8th graders with a total of 
17 players. They were guided by their amazing coaches, Christina Goodwin and 
Allison Coolidge. They met twice a week in the Lagunitas Gym, learning basic 
skills and fundamentals of volleyball. They played 7 games 
against schools throughout Marin and learned what it means 
to be part of a team. The Flag Football team had a full roster 
with 14 players and were led by their awesome coach, Joseph 
Larkey. The Cross Country team participated in three match-
es under the guidance of coach, Wayne Patton. They had the 
pleasure of training at The Commons and took advantage 
of the endless space and trails for training. For the first time 
ever, Lagunitas School participated in Ultimate Frisbee and 
the team was fortunate to have Jeff Williams, a world cham-
pionship winner, lead the charge. The team took home a 
trophy for Best Team Spirit in the Chili Bowl competition in 
October. 

We are so grateful to all of these amazing coaches that have 
volunteered their time and gave the children an opportunity 
to create memories that will last a lifetime. 

The Gym is starting to buzz with activity! Basketball is back 
in action and we are happy to announce that both CYO 
and Middle School Basketball are in full swing. After a year 
of silence in the Lagunitas School Gym, the sound of balls 
bouncing and children laughing are definitely a welcomed 
change.

On Sunday nights, you’ll see the gym lights on as you drive down SFD. Jack 
Sayers and his team of volunteers set up tables all over the gym for those inter-
ested in honing their table tennis skills. The Gym is open from 6:00pm-9:00pm 
for players of all levels and proof of vaccination is required. Come on over and 
join in on the fun!
 
The San Geronimo Valley Community Center is committed to relaunch our 
Wellness Center in partnership with Lagunitas School to create a space for well-
ness programs housed in the Gym. This space is modeled after the Tam District 
Wellness Center and will be a safe place for middle school aged students to go 
when they feel anxious, sad, or overwhelmed. The intention is to provide a super-
vised area where middle schoolers can be themselves. 

Wellness can be modeled by the San Geronimo Valley Community Center 
Middle School Empowerment Group which meets regularly each week and has 
become a wonderful peer to peer connection for the participants. Supervised 
and facilitated by Cory VanGelder the group has been a solid cohesive bunch 
throughout the pandemic and is thriving today. 

The goal of the SGVCC Wellness Center is to offer weekly activities, have open 
lunch time, after school wellness activities and a permanent place for students to 
navigate challenges and reconnect for their wellbeing. 

It is a pleasure to see all of the after school activities thriving and providing the 
social and emotional support that these children have been missing over the past 
year and a half. I look forward to meeting new families and making community 
connections in my new valley adventures.
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Youth Programs 
by Nicole Ramirez

Rainbow Playgroup for Children 0-5years
Tuesdays & Thursdays 9:30am-noon 
Families with children 0-5years old join the Rainbow Playgroup for fun, FREE, 
playtime. Playgroup takes place at the San Geronimo Valley Community Centers’ 
East Room on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 9:30am -12. Parents, grandparents, 
caregivers’, friends and children are able to meet new friends, socialize, explore 
and have fun. 

Tuesdays from 9:30 am-10 the MCFL Learning Bus visits the SGVCC on the 
East side of the parking lot and offers bi-lingual story time and activities.
 Come join the fun!!!

Zoila’s Aftercare for grades k-3rd
Zoila’s aftercare is in full swing. Enrollment is always open and scholarships and 
sliding scale fees are available. Zoila’s is open M-F from noon- 5:30 pm for kin-
dergarteners through 3rd grades. 

Join us for art, crafts, tasty healthy snacks and fun!

For more information contact Nicole Ramirez at nramirez@sgvcc.org

The Loft
The Loft is an amazing space for 4th-8th graders to come hang out after school. 
Come do your homework, play card or board games or shoot hoops in the gym.
The Loft offers older children freedom to just hang out afterschool in a super-
vised environment. Loft hours are M-F afterschool till 5:30pm
For more information contact Julie Young at jyoung@sgvcc.org 

VAST 
The Valley After School Tutoring Program (VAST) offers one-on-one tutoring 
and homework help for students at affordable rates. This year VAST is offered 
both in person and virtually to meet student's needs.

For more information contact Coordinator Lori Ramirez at vast@sgvcc.org or at 
415-488-4118 ext.506

VAST is always looking for tutors, especially in Middle School Math call in interested.

For more information about any Youth Programs please contact Director Nicole 
Ramirez at 415-488-8888 X 254 or nramirez@sgvcc.org

VAST
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Lagunitas School District
by Steve Rebscher
Solar System Battery Addition – For the past 13 years the Lagunitas School District has 
enjoyed the benefits of clean sustainably generated electricity produced by our array of 
solar panels located behind the main playfield on the lower campus. Our solar system was 
installed under a Power Purchase Agreement (PPA) in which the solar provider installed 
the system at no charge to the district, then charges us for the power produced by the 
system. The district saves when the pre-set charge for power from the solar system is less 
than the current cost of electricity from PG&E or Marin Clean Energy (MCE). In addi-
tion, we have benefitted from knowing that more than half of the electrical power we use 
on the lower campus is generated without contributing to atmospheric pollution or global 
warming gases.

However, one big drawback to almost all current solar installations is that they are not 
designed to operate as stand alone systems, i.e. they cannot supply power without being 
connected to a fully functional electrical grid. This means that the power we produce 
from our solar array is not available during planned power shut off events and may not 
be available during an emergency. Of course, solar power is also not available, or greatly 
reduced, when the sun is not brightly shining. Battery storage can mitigate these pitfalls 
and provide modest electrical capacity to support the basic needs of our school and com-
munity center during periods when power is not available from the grid.
Last year, the Marin Community Foundation approached the school district, and our 
community center, with an offer to fund a battery storage and backup system. Such a sys-
tem would move us closer to accomplishing several community-wide goals including; 

• Allowing school to remain open during power shut-offs
• Providing power to allow the district to maintain minimal operating infrastructure 

such as computer systems, school-to-home messaging and food refrigeration during 
shut-offs

• Allowing improved support of students at home during power shut-offs
• Expanding student support in joint use facilities including afterschool care and tutoring
• Providing power for our gym space as a designated county evacuation site

Prioritizing these goals, and how they might best be achieved within the restrictions of a 
relatively modest power backup system, will be a work in progress. The board of trustees 
has approved the project in concept during our October board meeting. We hope that all 
design and permitting can occur during this school year preparing for construction dur-
ing the 2022 summer break. Actual construction is expected to take 4-6 weeks and have 
minimal impact on the use of school facilities.

In addition, this project has brought our solar system into the spotlight. Our current 
system supplies approximately 50% of the power needs for our lower campus and the 
community center. As mentioned above, the system was installed at no cost under a PPA. 
Under this contract, the solar installer provided all needed equipment, retains owner-
ship of the solar system and charges the school for the power produced. As the price of 
electricity from PG&E (or Marin Clean Energy) has increased above the contract price 
for our solar produced power, the district benefits. The contract for our solar system will 
end in 2023 at which time the district can choose to purchase the solar equipment, at 
a depreciated cost, continue the PPA at a re-negotiated cost or we can return all equip-
ment to the solar provider. This gives us the opportunity to review how our solar system 
has served the district, what changes in energy supply and energy usage we might want 
to make going forward and how we can best meet those needs. It is my hope that new 
solar technology and greater public support for sustainable energy production and smaller, 
community based, electrical grids will enable us to expand our effective use of solar power 
to meet a greater portion of our power needs on the lower campus and extend our supply 
of truly clean power to the upper campus.

School Bond Refinancing – OK, this is clearly not an eye-catching headline. But it is 
important for every member in our community. With the leadership of our chief busi-
ness officer, Jeff Lippstreu, and superintendent, John Carroll, our school facilities bond 
was refinanced with a saving of more than $462,000! This savings will result in a reduc-
tion in each homeowner’s property tax bill. No additional funds will be generated for the 
school. These bond funds (approved in 2013) paid for school facilities upgrades including 
interior re-modeling, energy efficient windows, roof repairs and replacements, ventilation, 
playgrounds and landscaping. We greatly appreciate the extra effort it took our adminis-
tration to secure this refinancing which will benefit all of our community that continues 
to support our school through facilities bonds and parcel taxes. Thank You.

Long Range Plan – As many of you know, we are working through our long range plan-
ning process. The plan was significantly delayed during the pandemic. The board has 
approved an initial set of goals focusing on eight topic areas: Technology, Academics, 
Cultural Competence, Service and Civic Responsibility, Environmental and Outdoor 
Education, Arts, Physical Education and Finance and Staffing. Principal Laura Shain and 
our Superintendent John Carroll have been working with our teachers and classified staff 
to generate specific action steps to address each of the goals. More details will be posted 
on the school website by the time you read this article. The Long Range Plan is very 
much a fluid document that we hope will address the changing needs and hopes of our 
community. We have a time set aside during each school board meeting to discuss prog-
ress on the plan and listen to your thoughts, ideas and perspectives.

Open Classroom turns 50! Celebrations Begin – This year marks the 50th anniversary of 
the Open Classroom Program in the Lagunitas School District! An organizing committee 
has been assembled to celebrate the occasion. The kickoff event was held in mid October. 
“Clay and Play Day” brought Open Classroom alumni and current students and parents 
together for an activity filled afternoon outside on the San Geronimo Campus. The big 
hit was getting a chance to make a clay handprint that will eventually become part of a 
50th anniversary mural. While dance enthusiasts shook it up under the lunch shelter, all 
ages and all abilities joined in kickball, giant parachute play, pick up basketball, and cap-
ture the flag. Several people from the first class were there, including teachers Judy Voets, 
and Rino Marioni, who now lives in Berlin. All three of Sandy Dorward’s daughters came 

to make handprints in her 
honor. Tom Valens took the 
first group photo of the anni-
versary year with more than 90 
participants. May 14th, 2022, 
will be the big reunion. Between 
now and next Spring several other 
events are planned, including a 
month-long alumni art exhibit at 
the Community Center. Stay tuned 
and join these wonderful events.

Skate Park Update – First off, 
Thank you to everyone who has 
worked on this project. The skate 
park project was brought to the 
school board last year by three 
middle school students, Dylan, 
Atticus and Ian, as part of their 
“change project”. The goal of each 
Change Project is to identify a need 
and develop a plan to implement 
a positive change to address that 
need. In this case, the “need” is a 
lack of space in the valley for young people to safely gather and practice skateboarding. 
After the initial presentation to the school board the proposal was reviewed by the facili-
ties committee and our chief business officer, Jeff Lippstreu. After several conceptual itera-
tions, and consultation with similar facilities in the county, the school district sought to 
partner with the Marin County Parks and Open Space to create a sustainable skate park 
model and the kids and adults behind the project have formed the Valley Skate Club to 
represent the eventual users of the facility. The school board approved MOU’s at their 
October meeting between the school district and Marin County Parks and Open Space 
and between the district and the Valley Skate Club. The Skate Park will be closed dur-
ing school hours and open for recreational use during hours agreed to by the district and 
the skate club between dawn and dusk. The big question surrounding the park was who 
would be the party responsible for liability? This problem was solved after many conversa-
tions between our business office, the facilities committee, the county, Supervisor Rodoni 
and skate park supporters resulting in Parks and Open Space agreeing to be responsible 
for the full cost of liability insurance for the Skate Park. The county will also be respon-
sible for long term maintenance of the park facilities. The district, with fundraising from 
the Valley Skate Park, will be responsible for constructing the park and daily maintenance. 
Ownership of the land allocated to the skate park will be retained by the school district. 
Hopefully, this will be another opportunity for our community to come together to build 
a facility for our kids to safely enjoy for years to come. I truly appreciate the sustained 
effort it took to make this idea from our students become reality. 

Lagunitas PE Program – Among the challenges we have all managed during the past two 
school years the need for outdoor activity and the relationship of that activity to the men-
tal health of everyone in our community has come into clear focus. In repeated conversa-
tions with children one of the most common comments is how much they missed playing 
and participating in sports with their friends during more than a year of home based 
school and cancelled sports programs. Learning games, understanding good sportsman-
ship, supporting others in physical activities and enjoying the simple benefits of move-
ment are all part of what a physical education program in our schools should be. We have 
been working to expand our PE program and include more opportunities for our three 
school programs (Open Classroom, Montessori and Middle School) to come together 
in PE activities for several years. In addition, our district has been hard pressed to fully 
meet the state level requirements for teaching PE. The pieces of this puzzle came together 
last year enabling us to create a fully funded PE position for a certificated teacher. Jenelle 
Ferhart, long-time Open Classroom teacher, opted to fill the newly open position. 

Jenelle works with P.E. Specialist Buck Chavez to serve all of our students from 
Kindergarten through 8th grade and for the first time mixes students from the Open 
Classroom and Montessori programs. This gives students new opportunities to build rela-
tionships with a wider group of students and maximize the school’s wonderful outdoor 
facilities. Jenelle has led the development of Team Time, a new multi-grade program that 
lets students from the upper campus work in groups with students from the lower cam-
pus. Eighth graders, Kindergarteners and all grades in between work and play together 
in a fun team-building atmosphere that encourages leadership, social development and 
high morale. We are very happy to be able to expand our resources for students to include 
physical education in ways that will better support multiple aspects of their development.

The first event to honor the origins of the Open 
Classroom was celebrated in October. Kids and adults 
made clay hand imprints which will be assembled into 
a mural to commemorate the 50 years of successful Open 
Classroom education in the Lagunitas School District.

More than 100 Open Classroom alumni, parents, current students, teachers 
and staff met on the upper campus to celebrate the 50 year anniversary of the 
program. The day’s activities included kickball, parachute games, bird watch-
ing with Larry, clay handprints, dance in the lunch shelter, pick up basketball 
and capture the flag. Watch for more 50th Anniversary events culminating in a 
grand celebration next Spring! Photo by Tom Valens



Thank You 
Contributors! 
October 21, 2021 to November 15, 2021

Allstar Organics, Marty Jacobson  
and Janet Brown

Christin and Griffin Anderson
Ida Anderson and Daniel Katz
Gregory and Holly Anton
Guy and Sally Clough Armstrong
John and Janice Baldwin
Lee and Jean Berensmeier
David and Julie Bernard
Alex and Julie Bernstein
David Berry and  

Kamala Geroux-Berry
Shereef Bishay and Jolana Hertz
Laurence and Barbara Brauer
Patti Breitman and Stan Rosenfeld
Sarah and Albert Brewster
Brownco Construction and 

Development
Sally Anne Campbell and  

Fred Grumm
John Carroll and Monique Paltrineri
Mary and Blake Chapman
Valerie Chew
Laurie Chorna
City Sewer Pumping
Kate Clayton
Dave and Howie Cort
Liam Cottrell
Mark Barnet Daley and  

Valerie Fowler
Hugh Delehanty and  

Barbara Graham
Lee and Barbara Denouden
Ernie DiBenedetto,  

Diretto Corporation
Pat and Cia Donahue
Elizabeth Drummey
Rudi Dundas
Julie Egger and Alan Weiler
Jim and Janelle Fazackerley
Gerald and Geraldine Fleming
Sherri Fong
Gabriele and Jorg Freidrich
Andrew and Susi Giacomini
Minerva Tottie
David Goldman and Lisa Cort
Linda and Gery Gomez
Richard Gray
James Griffiths and Muniera Kadrie
William Grimaldi
Richard and Carol Helzberg
Donald and Shirley Holmlund
Wendi Kallins
Steve and Jean Kinsey
David Lakes and Stephanie Fein
Shreya and Christopher LaRoche
Kelly Lawson and Kelly Hunt-Miceli
Farm Fresh 
Stephen and Mimi Reichert Lewis
David and Veronica Litvak
Richard Lohman and Linea Larsen
Brenton MacKinnon
Mike Mahoney
Laurel Marinelli
Michele and Matt McCourtney
Lynette McLamb and Todd Steiner
John McNeil and Michaela Fleming
Zane and Ethan Wiley  

in honor of Bill Wiley
Ron Moresco
Steve Morey

Constance and Daniel Morse
Judith and John Obedzinski
Peter Oppenheimer
Benexy and Brian Ott
Lorne and Ilona Parker
Benjamin and Heather Podoll
Carlos and Rebecca Porrata
C. Delos Putz
Steve and Carol Rebscher
John C. Rodgers
Grace Rogers
Michael Roll
David and Jeanette Rosen
Dana and David Russ
Leslie Russo
Michelle and John Rutledge
Colin and Katherine Sanford
Eileen Schatz and Buzz Voytovich
Judith Selby and Richard Lang
Serenity Knolls
San Geronimo Community  

Presbyterian Church
Joe and Rose Mary Sharp
Marion and Frank Shippey
Jeffrey and Gina Smith
Kerry Spence
Reede Stockton and Peg Hunter
Deborah Strenkofsky
Sean Sullivan and Kathryn Callaway
William Lockwood Teufel
Dennis and Jody Thompson
Union Bank
David Van Peursem, DDS
Van Midde & Son Concrete
Julia Weaver
Bonny White
Mark Wilson and Cory vanGelder
Woodacre Market & Deli
Woodruff Sawyer & Company
Ted Wright and April Wolcott
Susan and Jim Yobp

Grantors
Bank of Marin
California Endowment
Community Development Block Grant
County of Marin
Center for Volunteer &  

Nonprofit Leadership
Dino J. Ghilotti Foundation
Endurance Fund
Enterprise Holdings Foundation
First Federal Savings and Loan
Freitas Foundation
George Lucas Family Foundation
Hartford Foundation for Public Giving
Lagunitas Brewing Company
Marin Charitable
Marin Community Foundation
Marin First 5
Marin Municipal Water District
Nathan Cummings Foundation
Nugget Market
Olympic Club Foundation
Presbyterian Hunger Project
Reliance Fund
San Geronimo Valley Lions Club
The Stanley S. Langendorf Foundation
West Marin Community Services
West Marin Fund
Jack and Patty Wright Foundation
Union Bank Foundation
United Way
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Autumn 2021 
Volunteer List
Gisela Alvarado
Debra Amerson
Kristy Arroyo
Luigi Baker
Amber-Rose Bauer
Al Baylacq
Kathy Beckerley
Geoff Bernstein
Julia Bernstein
Boys and Berries 
Bob Cahn 
Martha Cederstrom
EJ Chavez
Grace Chavez
Dave Childers
Joanie Ciardelli
Owen Clapp
Samantha Davidson
Susan Davis
Kathleen Edwards
Anne Faught
Buddy Faure
Tealy Gapinski 
Greenstitch Climate Action 
Internship
Teska Hapig-Ward
Virginia Kelly
Susan Kraft 
Sadie Kyburg 
KWMR Radio
David Lakes

Judith Selby Lang
Richard Lang
Liz Lauter
Al Lubow
Bill McCarthy
Pat McGraw
Will McQuilkin 
Nancy Masterson
Marty Meade
Hank Miller 
Mari Nakigawa 
Sophia Nowlen 
Michael Pallmann
Anne Pennypacker
Ben Podoll
Samantha Podoll
Molly Rea
Socorro Romo
Katherine Sanford
SGVCC Food Bank Volunteers 
Laura Sherman
SPAWN Interns
Andy Smith
John Torrey
Juliette Valente
Merrianne Vizza
Peter Werba
Kat Wethington
Bobbi Kirk Wilson
Ted Wright

A great day on the links!
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Milestones
by Dave Cort

I am thrilled to share in this Milestones article some amazing accomplishments of 
Valley residents.

The first story came from James Polack and Margit Pirsch.

“We met 12 years ago, not surprisingly, on our bikes while cycling in West Marin. 
On that ride we quickly discovered a shared passion to explore the world by 
bicycle. We also discovered the shared burning desire to cycle the Americas to the 
southernmost point of South America.

A few years after that initial ride we set off on a two-year journey cycling from the 
Arctic Circle in Alaska to Ushuaia Argentina - the shore of the Antarctic Ocean. 
Along the way we learned about the indigenous cultures, the inspiring landscapes 
and even more about ourselves. Quite possibly these were the best two years of our 
lives. 

After a few years hiatus back home in California we resumed our global tour 
cycling across the US to Florida with hopes of sailing to Cuba. But the politics of 
the day took us back to Buenos Aires and through Brazil visiting Iguaçú Falls, the 
central coast and São Paulo from where we flew to Cape Town (South Africa). 

We cycled Africa through Botswana (where we were charged by a bull elephant), 
Zimbabwe (where we encountered Black Mamba and Cobra Snakes), Zambia 
and Malawi where the pandemic locked us down comfortably for 6 months in 
Monkey Bay. Here we were entertained daily by troupes of Baboon and Vervet 
monkeys displaying their gymnastics in the mango forest that surrounded our 
lodge. 

After all, there’s nothing more fun than a barrel of monkeys….unless you find the 
local kids wanting to play and learn how to swim in the 5th largest fresh water 
lake in the world, Lake Malawi. Creating a deep relationship with kids between 9 
and 16 years old in one of the poorest countries in the world was an experience we 
never planned but found to be the journey’s highlight.

When the regional airports temporarily opened, we flew to Nairobi Kenya where 
we spent 3 months traveling Kenya via land rovers with newfound friends. 

Our plans northward having been scuttled by Ethiopia’s civil war, conflicts with 
Eritrea, Sudan’s Military coup, and Europe’s pandemic closures, convinced us it 
was time to return home to California. 

Currently we are awaiting the pandemic to recede so we can resume our global 
Cyclotour through Central Asia, Mongolia and beyond. 

Curious for more stories?
Check out our Facebook page - ‘The World By Bicycle’ for more stories and a link 
to our blog.”

Our second story for Milestones is about Lagunitas School graduate Matt Firpo 
now known as Kaz Firpo. 

Kaz is a film director, screenwriter, and photographer. Along with his cousin, 
Ryan, Kaz conceived the story for the Marvel Cinematic Universe film Eternals 
that was released worldwide this fall. Kaz is a graduate of the New York University 
Tisch School of the Arts. 

Congratulations to Kaz for this incredible achievement and go out and see the 
film, it was playing at the Fairfax Theater. (Also, appreciations to Wikipedia for 
this information on Kaz)

Please submit any interesting stories on local residents to me for upcoming issues 
of Stone Soup by emailing dcort@sgvcc.org

With Respect
The Community Center in partnership with the Montessori program and community members had a heartfelt 
Dios De Los Muertos altar that honored beloved family members and friends who had passed away. School staff 
member Gisela Alvarado shared the significance of Dios De Los Muertos with our Lagunitas School students. 

Our Community Center Staff and Board members send heartfelt condolences to Suzanne Sadowsky whose brother 
Edward Sadowsky recently passed away at 92 years old. Ed was a lifelong New York City resident who was a 
liberal legislator and a Lion of the New York City Council for twenty-four years. Ed was an influential reformer and 
chaired the Council’s Finance Committee. There is a major story about Ed’s life in the New York Times.

We also want to send our condolences to the family of long time West Marin resident and legendary com-
munity member Charlie Morgan. Charlie was a musician, KWMR programmer, volunteer, athlete, and all-
around great guy. Charlie was a regular attendee at many Community Center events.

As we are going to press, we learned of the passing of Bob Davidson on November 23, 2021. Bob was born in 
Marin and lived his entire 96 years in our county and with his wife, Dorothy, raised five sons in Fairfax. Mike 
Davidson who lives in Laguniats with his family is Bob's youngest son and Community Center staff member, 
Alexa Davidson, is Bob's granddaughter. In the Spring issue of Stone Soup, we will share more of Bob's amazing 
life. 

Dios de los Muertos alter in the West Room of theCenter
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Arts & Events 

Friday, January 28, 2022 7pm

Kate’s Café is back in person! 

Hosted by Juliette Valente

For more than 25 years Kate’s Cafe Open Mic has been the place for 
incredible music and connection at the Community Center. Kate’s Café 
was named in honor of renowned American folk singer and songwriter 
(composer of “Across the Great Divide” and “Give yourself to Love”), 
Kate Wolf, who was a resident of the Valley and Community Center 
board member. 

Come to share, come to listen. Every fourth Friday, 7pm

For information contact host Juliette Valente: j.valente@comcast.net

Holiday Faire

Here are a few of the wonderful things you can be sure to find at the 
faire:

Yummy jams & syrups, beautiful and creative jewelry, ceramics- both 
ornamental and beautifully functional, photography, greeting cards,  
glass works, hand crafted wooden toys, tin art, felted woodland fairies, 
candles, apparel, herbal salves, plants and accessories, and handcrafted 
items from our students, plus much more!!

Our lineup of music and holiday events includes kids music with Dani, a 
group reading of Dylan Thomas’ “A Child’s Christmas in Wales”, music 
by Sharon LeBell, the Boys 'n' Berries, and more!

Come join your friend and neighbors in this Valley holiday tradition. 

We look forward to seeing you all again on December 4th!

Holiday Faire continued from page 1

Rachel Hannah Tin Art

Wooden Toys by Mot

Cornellia Nevitt Fine Art and JewelryBlack Mountain Beauty Plastic Free 
Skin CareWreath Making

Cristinia Rossini Earings

Marty Meade Glass Work

Kate Wolf



Visual Arts 
by Larry Rippee
I’m writing this column in my office at the 
San Geronimo Valley Community Center. 

That should not be remarkable news yet 
it’s worth noting. For more than a year I 
wrote—worked—from home. But now I’m 
back to seeing my co-workers and walking 
the halls (which are still a bit too quiet) just 
as if it were 2019! 

The Community Center is returning, bit by bit, and here in the Arts and 
Events ‘division’ we are planning for a number of non-virtual (if that’s a 
word) events.

By the time you see this edition of Stone Soup we will be hosting the 52nd 
Annual Holiday Arts Faire—and this time in person. It’s an outdoor event 
located in the Center’s courtyard area and porticos.

Kate’s Café returns—live at the Center—in January. The long running 
open mic series will take place January 28th. Much thanks goes to Juliette 
Valente for hanging tough through a long stretch of hosting the Zoom-
format Kates.

Our monthly Artists Film Night, which I co-host with Debra Amerson, 
will also be back on Monday, January 31st with a special screening of New 
Wave: Dare to Be Different (directed by Ellen Goldfarb) a documentary film 
about the influential and much beloved Long island radio station, WLIR, 
92.7 FM, a station that introduced much of America to the music of U2, 
The Smiths, Joan Jett, the Pretenders and many other New Wave era musi-
cians. WLIR disc jockey Ben Manilla will attend for a discussion of the 
film.

And the Maurice Del Mue Galleries will once again have art on the walls. 
I can’t tell you how pleasing it is to be returning to our monthly program 
of art exhibits. In January, Gisela Alvarado will be featured in the West 
Room with a solo show of her photography (You may have seen Gisela’s 
work in the Latino Photo Project, the Spring Art Show, or our annual 
Photographer’s Group Show). Martha Cederstrom, long time Valley resi-
dent and former art teacher, will exhibit in the Valley Room highlighting 
her recent works in acrylic and oil.

These are just the first steps on our winding journey back to normality and 
there will be more announcements soon regarding familiar events such as 
the St. Pat’s Talent Show, the McQuilken Family Music Hour, the annual 
Spring Art Show and much more. Stay Tuned.
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Monday January 31, 2022, 6pm Every 4th Monday

Artist Film Night Returns in person! 

Join us for a special screening of New Wave: Dare to Be Different (directed by 
Ellen Goldfarb) a documentary film about the influential and much beloved 
Long island radio station, WLIR, 92.7 FM, a station that introduced much of 
America to the music of U2, The Smiths, Joan Jett, the Pretenders and many 
other New Wave era musicians. WLIR disc jockey Ben Manilla will attend for a 
discussion of the film. FREE

2022 Winter Gallery 
Art Shows at the 
Maurice Del Mué 
Galleries 
Valley Room — Enter through Lobby
West Room — Adjoining Valley Room

JANUARY
Valley Room Martha Cederstrom
West Room  Gisela Alvarado

FEBRUARY
Valley Room TBA
West Room  TBA

MARCH
Valley Room Sherry Petrini
West Room  TBA

Also coming: St. Patrick’s Day Talent Show, Saturday, March 19

Community Center Wish List
If you would like to help the Center by donating any of these items or becoming a volunteer, please 
call Poko at 488-8888, ext. 250 or email pgiacomini@sgvcc.org. We look  forward to thanking you 
in the next issue of Stone Soup!

The Office:
• Copy Paper • Pens • Tape • Pencils 

The Kitchen:
• Strong volunteers to help set up and break down Food Bank
• Flatware: Forks, Spoon & Knives
• Teachers for one-time cooking class

The Loft
• Clean Large Area Rugs
• Leather Couches
• Vinyl bean bags
• Paper
• Wii Games
• AA Batteries
• PE equipment in good condition

 
Don’t forget that donations of food are always welcome at the Food Bank, so organize a food drive 
at your church, community or youth group today, and we’ll specially thank you in the 
next issue of Stone Soup!
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Reflections
by Suzanne Sadowsky

Reemerging with Courage

Years ago, in 2006, on the Sunday before Thanksgiving, four Valley faith-based congre-
gations assembled for the first time for a Valley Community Interfaith Thanksgiving 
Service. The theme was “Sharing at the Table. It was a time for us to come together 
in gratitude and in community, and to enjoy and celebrate our connections with one 
another and our common values. We hoped would continue and it has in fact become 
a wonderful annual Valley tradition. This year’s event on Sunday, November 21 had the 
theme Reemerging with Gratitude, Compassion, Hope and Courage.

Over time, the gathering has evolved. We no longer call it a “Thanksgiving” event as 
we have come to understand that the Thanksgiving holiday is not universally celebrat-
ed by all people. We have become more awakened to the history of the indigenous 
people for whom it is not a time of celebration, but is instead reminiscent of the 
colonization of their land and massacres of their people who lived here. Secondly, we 
no longer refer to it as an “ecumenical Interfaith event.” because we wanted to be sure 
that everyone felt welcome and encouraged to participate—community members who 
are not religiously inclined—agnostics, atheists, humanists, pagans, and whatever. 
Finally, it is not really a religious event but instead it is a time for us to come together 
to express thanks for what we have been given and our commitment to support and 
sustain our Valley community and its people. We do this with joy and with music, 
and spoken words of wisdom.

In addition to the Valley organizations that host this event—also invited are Spirit 
Rock, the International Association of Sufism, and representatives of Native American 
traditions. Last because of covid we gathered on Zoom. This year was also planned 
for Zoom. 

I am writing this piece on November 1, it is the Day of the Dead and It is raining in 
the Valley. Sitting at my computer I am aware that this article for Stone Soup won't 
be published or read until sometime in December. As we get closer to the end of the 
year, I find myself looking backwards at what's happened to me and others during 
this difficult year. I am also looking ahead and imagining what will occur over the 
next few weeks and months, all the while trying to stay in the present.

This time of year is unsettling for me—the change in the seasons—the shorter days, 

and colder nights. The glorious oranges and gold—colors of the fall leaves in the 
Valley have not been enough to cheer me. I am so inordinately grateful for the bless-
ing of the much needed rain—I imagine that I can almost hear the trees breathe a 
sigh of relief. I am already missing the warm days of Indian Summer and wondering 
why we call it Indian Summer. 

I find myself feeling anxious about one thing or another—irrational fears arising that 
I call the “What ifs??????” I worry and fret about imagined future mishaps. I have 
more than a few restless nights, tossing and turning, hoping for some delicious REM 
sleep with fanciful dreams. But I also worry about the real things—the climate, the 
state of politics in this country, the economic inequality with people living unshel-
tered in tents under the freeways in the richest county in California, And I worry 
about a broken political system, our experiment in democracy that doesn’t seem able 
to be self-correcting, .

But I am also thinking about the winter holidays with friends and family—
Thanksgiving, Chanukah, Christmas, birthdays, delicious food, presents for my 
daughter and grandchildren. All of this I hope will do a lot to improve my sense of 
well-being. It will be a time for ingathering and reconnecting, a time of re-emerging 
from the isolation and uncertainty of the covid pandemic. It will also be my 86th 
birthday and as I am deeply grateful for my apparent good health, I am also cogni-
zant and consciously aware that my time here is running out. How many more years 
will I have? Or will it be months? Or it could be weeks or days. I know, we all know, 
that there will be a time when we are gone but I live every day as though I will live 
forever. And maybe that’s not such a bad idea, not such a bad way to live one’s life.

When I think about this year's community gathering, the theme of Reemerging, 
and especially reemerging with courage is what comes up in my mind. I believe it 
takes courage and also conscious intentionality to do the work of living one’s life 
with meaning and purpose. Life is hard and wonderful and precious. Being out in 
the world these days requires new energy and the desire to emerge from my comfort 
zone, my safe place of solitude. It takes courage to be awakened and to remain awake, 
to see and bear witness to what is happening in the world, and to be and stay aware 
of what is broken. 

Courage to me also means having the willingness and strength to take action, to 
speak up -- to do the work that’s needed to try to fix what is broken. Taking action 
for me sometimes means arguing with people when my personal and political views 
conflict with theirs. It takes courage to try and find my true voice and to speak my 
truth, especially as a woman. It takes courage to offer unpopular views and to accept 
being labeled a disagreeable Nasty Woman: I hope to not become discouraged when 
things don’t change for the good according to my personal timeline. And I hope for 
the coming year to see more of you in person even if we still need to wear our masks. 
I hope for health and peace for the planet and for all of us.

Alphabet Soup
Compiled by Martha Allen

Peaceful
by Eloise O’Bryan

I hear the sound of the cars 
rushing to get home before rush hour. 
I hear the birds singing just off the balcony.
I hear my mom talking to my dad,
Then I hear my dad talking to my mom.
Then...I hear nothing.

Nothing but silence, nothing nothing nothing 
Nothing but my thoughts. I am one with the wind,
The trees, the sun, and the clouds, 
Even that tiny light inside of every one of us.
The one that makes us live, the one that makes us breathe.

Then finally I hear a sound
and my feet land to the ground.
But softly, slowly, like a pillow.
It's peaceful.

Classroom Noises
by Jesse McCall

Classroom noises 
 I'm here to list a few:
Pencils on paper 
Scissors cutting
Anita talking about insects 
Kids drawing and
Now eating snacks
 
Time for recess
Kids on the playground
On the swings
They’re pretty boring 
But at least it's something

School is over 
Parking lots filling
Kids are departing 
Now it is empty
Bye bye.

One Little Stump
by Poppy Henderson

One little stump holds so much history
Each line showing a different fairytale

Its grooves and craters spread
Throughout its rock-solid core 
This little stump has watched 
Pain and suffering
Hope and cries 

But in the end he’s just a tiny little guy

I’m From
by Levi Coolidge

I'm from my grandma's delicious omelette
I'm from the Woodacre pool and the beautiful trees above me 
I'm from the sound of coyotes howling in the middle of the night
I'm from the Open Classroom and the blue sky
I'm from the green grass below my feet
I'm from the pencil writing this poem 

Halloween Night
by Jade Lomax

I woke up with a fright
hearing something crash 
on the floor upstairs.
I heard a dying scream 
coming from outside.

I ran to my mom and dad’s room
But no one was there.
I ran back into my room
and heard claws 
scraping on my window

Trying to hide under my bed,
I felt something on my leg!
Then, I woke up 
with my cat Tigerlily 
snuggling by my feet.

Bones
by Otis Valente

In the dungeons of horror 
the Bones tumble and rumble
The skulls rumble & mumble
The miners of the dead
Shrieking in their head
Remembering the BOOM
That led them to their doom

Poems from Open Classroom
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Wilderness Calls
by Paul Berensmeier

Clouds and Salmon

Have you ever had a picnic and laid back on the ground to look up 
at the clouds?

Amazing what you can imagine as clouds evolve, form, inform, metamorphosing into 
all kinds of images, rising, falling away, floating by. So relaxing for the mind in these 
times.

As my family and I repainted the Wilderness Way mural opposite the Lagunitas School 
and the Gym . . . we relaxed to birdsong, sunshine and felt meditatively present, remi-
niscing of activities with classes pre-Covid pandemic times . . . Oh the Joy. This same 
morning, on a walk through the Commons we met Mike who recalled the “Salmon 
Run”. Wilderness Way hosted a 5K run in Samuel P. Taylor Park back in 2007. Adults 
and children ran appropriate distances and the top three age groups received medal-
lions made of clay. Mike was third in his age group and proudly told us he still has his 
medallion.

As we were painting outside, Jean was indoors, displaying children’s T-shirts from that 
same event . . . Flute music wafting in and out. . . .

The mural is more than a beautiful design of Lee Berensmeier bringing concepts 
together . . . the symbols have meaning . . . from our Steelhead in the classroom . . . 
the eggs we hatched, raised and returned to their natal streams . . . the butterfly, meta-
morphosis, dragonfly, transformation . . . water . . . the streams and creeks of our Valley 
. . . Jean’s symbol that she created as a Girl Scout . . a pathway through the mountains. 
. . .

As we completed our painting we decided to drive to a view of the mural when we saw 
a single enormous cloud over the school gym roof above the Valley hills . . . a giant 
Salmon leaping out of the blue water sky with spray off its tail and dorsal fin and an 
eye looking down at us. Wow . . . a spirit salmon thanking us for lovingly remembering 
our connection to the land, water and this Valley and sharing it with others through 
the mural. How wonderful to feel such a connection with the Valley, our real home!

Dirt First
by Will McQuilkin
The weather is cooling, the light is darkening, and the harvest is 
done! It’s wintertime (or will be, when this goes to print), which 
means that it’s time to do wintertime things. Season’s end is a great 
time to get yourself in order, take stock, and prepare for spring. 

Heck, here in the Valley it can even be a great time to do a little planting for an early 
February/March harvest. 

We’ve taken the liberty of compiling a few wintertime things-to-do here — happy win-
tering!

1. Organize your shop, and/or tool shed by picking up scraps, consolidating loose bits 
and bobs, and sweeping up a bit.

2. Clean your shovels, spades, digging forks, hula hoes, trowels, and clippers! Start 
by dunking the toolhead into a bucket of sand (mixed with some vegetable oil, if 
you’ve got any) to dry out any soil residue. Next, brush off any dirt clods with a 
wire brush or some steel wool. It’s also helpful to sharpen cutting tools (clippers, 
etc.) with a sharpening stone, and rub a little vegetable oil on them with an old 
rag. 

3. Speaking of oil, grease up balls joints, bearings, and any “metal touching metal” on 
your wheeled implements. 

4. Condition your work leather work gloves and boots with Barbasol, or a trusted 
conditioner like Obenauf ’s Heavy Duty Leather Preserver. Just like a new baseball 
glove, leather workwear needs to be broken in and cared for on a regular basis in 
order to last. 

5. Seed inventory! Take a look at your seed stash, count up seeds (or weigh them — 
those arugula seeds are teensy!), and write down what you’ll need more of come 
springtime. 

6. Waddle storm drains to prevent blockage. 
7. Cut back annual flowers to promote next year’s growth. 
8. Plant strawberries, garlic, onions, cabbage, carrots, parsnips, arugula, radishes, spin-

ach, broccoli, collards, kale, and other cold-tolerant crops. 
9. Plant a cover crop of bell beans, field peas, vetch, and winter-rye. You can also add 

cool daikon radish cover crop (also known as “tillage radish”) mixed with other tra-
ditional covers listed above. The radish will grow and decompose, leaving behind 
pockets of aerated soil. This works especially well for compacted or heavy soils. 

10. Cook the Fruits of Summer and Fall! Use winter-squash to prepare delicious 
soups and curries. Potatoes keep wonderfully over winter, and go with just about 
everything — fry some up for breakfast. You can thank me later.

Anyhow, these are just a few of the many fun things to do in the wintertime. With a 
little intention, the year’s darkest months can be some of the brightest — filled with 
joy, cheer, and many fun chores. 

Deeper Green 
Living
by Debra Amerson

Spring Cleaning

I’m camping at Joshua Tree National Park sitting at a table with my laptop at an awe 
inspiring campsite teaming with towering tan colored granite boulders randomly 
strewn upward with a wind that feels both warm and cool all at once. I feel calm 
here. None of the worries I felt in Forest Knolls at the apex of fire danger amidst the 
worst drought in decades. 

The plants here are hardy, drought tolerant and noble for the fact they have adapted 
to survive with little moisture in the Mojave desert. Coyotes sprint across the main 
roads in search of a morning meal amidst the barren landscape looking rather healthy 
even though there are no apparent sources of water nearby. Park road signs warn visi-
tors to look out for tortoises… and picture giant slow moving turtles like I’ve seen 
in pictures from the Galápagos Islands. Would these enormous tortoises succeed 
in blocking traffic as frenetic back packers, tent campers trucks towing RV’s race 
towards the first come first serve campgrounds? I do not know the answer because 
these elusive turtles avoided a chance meeting with me. Maybe next time? 

The millions +years old majestic rock formations and picturesque sand stone colored 
boulders have shiny mica bits gleaming in the mid-day sun. It’s fall in the desert 
which pretty much looks like summer and mimics winter that is, until the rains 
arrive delivering vibrant psychedelic colored flowers in colors so bright and beauti-
ful that red flowers become the reddest red you’ll ever see and c Chartreuse green, 
yellows, oranges spring fourth and allows us to witness the miracles of the changing 
desert seasons.

Here in the dry wilderness, water is life and the warnings of bringing enough to sur-
vive are written on informative posters in park bathrooms, brochures, the signs are 
all there. It’s sensible advice for survival.

Here in this rugged pristine sandy place, one expects to see dryness, dead wood, 
twigs, ancient Joshua Trees with brittle dry fronds bent in every crazy directions and 
the periodic tumble weed tumbling in the wind as if running to catch a 3:00 bus 
ride to nowhere. This is why we came here in later October… dryness is the way it’s 
supposed to be in the desert with very little fire danger albeit some plants with oily 
leaves. An apparent lack of water is normal here-to be expected. I feel calm here, 
relaxed, at peace, at one with the universe. I am sleeping soundly amongst the twin-
kling stars at night and feel energized and inspired during the relentless sun in day 
time. 

I know there are rattle snakes curled up in a ball close by in some rocky crevice 
or under a woody shrub. Resting soundly a calm rattle snake will kindly allowing 
humans to inhabit their homeland with a silent understanding that we will respect 
their space, bring no hostility and just leave them alone. 

It’s late October and we left west Marin in an effort to leave the day to day stress-
ers that have become a way of life in California and most of the western USA. I’ve 
lived in Forest Knolls for nearly 25 years and I feel alarmed by the sight of empty 
ponds at the old golf course, a bone dry Nicasio Reservoir, the low level of water in 
Lagunitas Creek and Kent Lake. Water is life. Water keeps humans and wildlife alive 
and is needed to fight the crazy wildfires that seem to happen out of the blue on a 
random Tuesday at White Hill, Lucas Valley, Nicasio-or wherever. My adrenal glands 
are exhausted from the fight or flight response activated in my body when I get texts 
from Alert Marin, Nixel or neighbors texting about another fire ihappening nearby. 
These climate events are joy killers.

PGE cut power in SGV four times in one month! That Rolling Blackout dance 
affects our lives, our work, our safety and our mental health. Yet, as rates increase to 
cover the years of derelict maintenance, PGE continue to wash their bankrupt hands 
of responsibility, leaving us to live like travel weary pioneers left to survive in the wil-
derness to fend for ourselves- powerless! MMWD is no better. We citizens of Marin 
are already some of the most water conscious customers, who conserve more water 
than most California counties. Is the MMWD board sitting around crossing their 
fingers saying …we’ll just wait it out and we’ll get rain this winter. Wishful thinking 
and cute little white buckets to catch shower water is not enough100% unacceptable! 
Put a straw in the ocean and get desalination plants up and running, pipe water in 
over the Richmond Bridge, provide us low cost water storage tanks to capture water, 
follow principles of Permaculture and teach children about conservation but don’t 
make us sacrifice more than agribusinesses who have access to way more water than 
average citizens. It’s exhausting… seeing stressed, dying and dead trees all over our 
once pristine SG valley. The soundscape of blowers and chain saws have replaced the 
nature calls and silence of our beloved valley. Climate change is ravaging our once 
idyllic SGV and creating an uncertain future leaving me wondering if the good times 
during the dry months are a thing of the past?

I don’t suggest living a fear filled life, awaiting for the impending doom and gloom- 
no way! I believe in having a realistic awareness of where things stand. I often attend 
free online forums with elected officials and encourage every one of you to contact 
our local district supervisor Dennis Rodoni, Congressman Jared Huffman, Nancy 
Pelosi, Diane Feinstein, President Biden and others to demand their attention to cli-
mate issues right NOW! This is the single most powerful tool we have as citizens to 
enact change and I encourage you to do it for your own peace of mind. 

We pulled in our driveway, road weary and full of gratitude as an atmospheric river 
is predicted to wallop the bay area and hopefully refill water reserves. Stay safe neigh-
bors!
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San Geronimo Community Presbyterian Church
For Christmas Eve, we plan a Zoom 
service of Lessons and Carols – you 
provide candlelight, we’ll provide car-
ols! – at 5 pm on Friday, December 
24th; it is too early (as we go to print) 
to say whether we may ALSO be 
able to have an in-person service in 
the Sanctuary. Since May, we’ve been 
offering hybrid services on the first 
Sunday most months, when we also 
celebrate communion. We continue 
to have Morning Prayer services in the 
patio at 9 am each Sunday. If you’d like to come to an in-person service, or for 
more current information, please contact Pastor Kate Clayton (707-291-5897 or 
sgpastor@att.net).

Don’t forget: we have beautiful and affordable event spaces for classes, meetings, 
retreats, celebrations. To book a space, please call Joan Diamond (510-480-6822).

West Marin Senior Services
West Marin seniors, need services? At West Marin Senior Services - we got them!

Live concerts 1st Wednesday of every month, workshops in healthcare education, 
Medicare education, will & trust presentations, hospice & palliative care support 
seminars, fall prevention workshops, writing workshops, book study groups, emo-
tional support and community building workshops – all free.

For those who need additional support through aging: Care management, screening 
and placing caregivers, medical equipment loans, home delivered meals, elder safety 
plans and home evaluations, family support, information and referrals, assisted liv-
ing at Stockstill House. For more information wmss.org or call 415-663-8148

West Marin Senior Services has been serving older adults for over 46 years. We 
are here to support all your needs. Please join our online newsletter and learn 
each week what’s available. Email amena@wmss.org to sign up today.

Gan HaLev
Gan HaLev is a community congregation of caring people that offers opportuni-
ties for all of us to be engaged in Jewish life in meaningful ways. Our outdoor 
High Holiday services this year were beautiful and inspiring. We have created a 
community that has grown to meet our needs and during COVID we have met 
on zoom, every Friday night to gather and support one another. 

We invite you to experience Jewish life with us. In addition to our current 
Shabbat gatherings on Zoom every Friday night, we recently participated in the 
annual Valley Interfaith event on Zoom, and it was lovely and inspiring. And 
thanks to Davo Knepler, we are continuing the Jewish American Bookclub, also 
on Zoom.

Gan HaLev, a member of MOC (Marin Organizing Committee) is active and 
engaged in social justice and advocacy on various local issues such as aging, hous-
ing, and mental health. There are many ways to participate. 

Call 415.488.4524 or email, shalom@ganhalev.org; and visit our website www.
ganhalev.org

In Spirit Is Growing
InSpirit is a local non-profit that provides ongoing financial support to quad-
riplegic persons so they can continue living at home with their families and avoid 
nursing home placements. 

We are very excited to announce our newest team member! This fall, Maya 
Friedman joined our organization as the new Executive Administrator, to replace 
Laurie Chorna, who is transitioning to retirement. Maya became involved with 
InSpirit when her mother, former San Geronimo resident Quincy Seitz, became 
completely paralyzed due to a rare auto-immune disease. Maya became a full-
time caregiver for her mother while simultaneously navigating the complex maze 
of In-Home Supportive Services (IHSS), and now she will be on our team to 
help our clients with their unique needs.

If you or someone you know may need our assistance, call 415-488-0477 or 
email, inspirit1@comcast.net and we can explore options. 

For more information or to make a donation, see our website, www.inspiritmarin.
org, or feel free to send checks to PO Box 383 Woodacre, CA 94973. 

Wilderness Way
Environmental Education
With cleanup and repairs completed, 
files reorganized and pandemic restric-
tions lifting, WW is now concentrating 
on the following:

SALMON CROSSING SIGNS: 
Newly repaired and touched-up signs 
will be reinstalled at all major Valley 
salmon crossing sites (mostly bridges). 
Interested school children (4th grade or 
older) will be invited to help. We need 4"x4"x6' (up to 8') posts to replace those 
that have rotted. Contact info below.

VALLEY COMMUNITY LIBRARY: The Book Bunch (BB) has now cleaned 
and labeled over 3000 books with a section for adults, middle schoolers and 
children. The BB is currently working on alphabetizing and placing them on 
bookshelves arranged by subject. Grand Opening date to be announced. Request: 
We have started a Valley Authors section with about 8 Valley authors included to 
date. If you are a Valley author or have a Valley author's book you would like to 
donate please contact us. 

VALLEY ELDER STORIES: We continue to film the stories of Elders (over 70) 
who have lived in the Valley for many years. If that's you (or you can recommend 
someone) let us know. Wilderness Way: kokopauli@sbcglobal.net

San Geronimo Valley Lions
Litter Bugs Us! This past September members of the SGV Lions participated in 
the Environmental Action Committee of Pt. Reyes Annual Litter Bugs Me litter 
pick up! Pictured here are Treasurer Amy, President Sean, Secretary Allison and 
cheerleader Merlin. The group cleaned 
about 4 miles of Sir Francis Drake 
and collected POUNDS of trash and 
recyclables. Thanks to the SGVCC 
for donating space in their trash and 
recycle bins. The equipment used was 
from the days of Earth Day Litter 
pick up with Jim and Bruce. Perhaps 
the Lions will host this annual event – 
would you like to join us to keep our 
Valley clean? Contact Sean at 415 497-7111.

San Geronimo Childcare Center
Autumn is a wonderful season at the San Geronimo Childcare Center. Shorter 
days are showing curious shadows of where there was once bright daylight, chilly 
temperatures, down pours of rain and autumn leaves of many colors falling from 
the trees. The children are excited! 
They find accomplishment as they 
try out new skillsets on the bikes, in 
the outdoor kitchen, play structure 
and construction in the sandbox. 
Bluebirds are singing “Leaves Are 
Falling,” as their body creates the 
roots at their feet, all the way up 
to the 10 leaves on the branches. 
Connect with Sharon 415-488-4655 

Salmon Protection & Watershed Network (SPAWN)
Restoration Complete on Former San Geronimo Golf Course

SPAWN recently completed an extensive multi-agency restoration project on the 
former San Geronimo golf course. The $2 million project, on land owned by the 
Trust for Public Land, restored five acres of creekside habitat and made the cor-
ridor more resilient to flooding and drought.

The project will benefit fish species, including endangered coho salmon and 
threatened steelhead trout, as well as numerous other wildlife species such as the 
endangered Western monarch butterfly. A new 100-foot pedestrian bridge was 
installed, allowing visitors to enjoy views of San Geronimo Creek and connect to 
trails around the 157-acre property.

This winter volunteers will help plant native plant and tree species grown in 
SPAWN’s native plant nursery to further restore the site. The planting events will 
take on select Saturdays in November and December from 10am to 2pm. For 
more information and to RSVP visit www.seaturtles.org/events. 

Community Organization Updates
The organizations on pages 14 and 15 are community based groups or groups who serve the San Geronimo Valley and Nicasio communities. Many of these organizations attend 
Healthy Community Collaborative meetings which generally take place on the second Wednesday of each month from 3:30 pm to 5:00 pm. San Geronimo Valley and Nicasio 

organizations are invited to submit a short update on their work, as well as a photo. Each organization is responsible for the content and accuracy of their submission. The 
Community Center does not exercise editorial control of these submissions. If your organization is interested in submitting an update please email druss@sgvcc.org

Drive-thru Honor Pantry: the Monday crew!

Lagunitas students installing salmon  
crossing signs they made.
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San Geronimo Valley Planning Group
Our Chair, Brian Staley, who has served the 
Planning Group and our community faithfully 
for more than ten years, is taking a leave of 
absence. He promises to return at some point 
in the future, and we look forward to holding 
him to this promise.

During his long tenure, Brian’s decades of pro-
fessional experience as a project manager have 
proved invaluable in many areas, including 
guiding efforts to solve wastewater problems, 
reviewing the County’s proposed Streamside 
Conservation Area (SCA) ordinance, support-
ing the restoration of San Geronimo Creek, 
and promoting the creation of more housing 
through Accessory Dwelling Units (ADU).

Please join and/or donate to the Planning Group. As Huey Lewis’s stepfather, 
Lew Welch, once poetically exclaimed, “This is the Last Place”. The Planning 
Group wants to make sure that the Last Place lasts. If you have ever said to your-
self, “someone should do something," we can help you to be that someone. www.
SGVPG.org

Valley Emergency Readiness Group (VERG)
VERG needs YOUR help! In the past, VERG has relied on a small team of vol-
unteers focused on preparedness and organizing neighborhoods. Now Wildfires 
threaten our community year-round, and we must adapt to this new reality. 

Today we are forming and staffing subcommittees to plan the work needed 
to transform the Valley into a Fire Adapted Community. Visit sgverg.org/
JoinOurTeam to learn what our 2022 focus is and how you can pitch in. 
Managing VERG has become a full-time job. Recent preparedness coordinator 
hires in Southern Marin, San Rafael, and Ross Valley demonstrate the importance 
of this role. Those communities hired full-time managers to ensure that their 
organization's activities were well planned and successfully executed. The Valley 
must follow this example by recruiting and compensating the VERG CEO in line 
with the time and effort required to succeed in this important endeavor.

We're asking folks in the Valley to help fund this critical role by donating to 
VERG and we welcome donations of any amount. 50 cents a day, or $15 month-
ly, might be a small amount in your budget but goes a long way toward helping 
us reach this goal. So please go to sgverg.org/donate to support VERG and sign 
up for a monthly credit card donation.

SGV Stewards
STEWARDS PROVIDE SUMMARY OF PROPOSED STREAM ORDINANCE

Marin County’s new Stream Conservation Ordinance (SCO) will affect only we 
who live in the San Geronimo Valley. No where else in Marin will residents be 
subject to these same restrictions. The Stewards have provided a summary of how 
the new SCO rules proposed by the County may affect your property and house. 
You may view it on our website at wwwsgvstewards.com 

We have a window of opportunity to be heard. The public comment period runs 
from September 2021 to March 8, 2022. New Schedule: Monday December 13 
Planning Commission Hearing on line. February date unknown 2022 Planning 
Commission recommends changes to Board of Supervisors. March 8 2022 
Tuesday Board of Supervisors public hearing on Stream Ordinance

Visit our website wwwsgvstewards.com for information on how to locate your 
property on the new stream map and a short summary of the proposed new rules.

The River Otter Ecology Project
River Otter Ecology Project, your friendly Valley conservation, research, and com-
munity science organization, has received a few otter sightings in Lagunitas Creek 
lately, as far upstream as Woodacre. We observe, record, and report the changes in 
their movements over time. Will this drought change where they live, hunt, and 
bring up their young? The answer depends upon how long it lasts and how severe 
it is. As we know, one big gusher like the last one will not end our drought, and 
river otters have had to move from areas where their fresh water dried up earlier 
and earlier in the summer. They need that water to drink, clean their fur, and of 
course to find the crayfish, fish, and aquatic insects that all semi-aquatic carni-
vores eat. The good news for them is that they are able to move across land quite 
well, they’re adaptable animals, and very intelligent and curious. Over time, cli-
mate change will affect all of us in many ways, from sea level rise along our coasts 
to less water in local streams and reservoirs, to changes in food availability. River 
Otter Ecology Project’s work is to understand watershed changes in terms of river 
otters and use the information me gain to support healthier watersheds for all of 
us. During this giving season, please consider a donation to River Otter Ecology 
Project. And of course, if you see an otter, please do enter your sighting on our 
website! www.riverotterecology.org

San Geronimo Valley Emergency Fund
The San Geronimo Emergency Fund has been serving our community since 
2001! We are dedicated to providing financial assistance to qualifying applicants 
who are experiencing financial hardship due to unforeseen circumstances. Our 
board decides awards on a case by case basis. We are here to serve the residents of 
the four villages of the San Geronimo Valley.

Over the past year we have awarded more than 30 grants to the residents of our 
community. We are looking forward to seeing many of you at the SGVCC Art 
Fair this year. Please visit us and enjoy a treat at the Sweets booth! As always the 
board is extremely grateful to all our wonderful donors without whose generosity 
and support we would be unable to help those in need. Happy Holidays and stay 
safe and well.

San Geronimo Valley Affordable Housing Assoc.
We hope that all are enjoying our Fall 2021 Annual Campaign mailer that was 
sent to all Valley and Nicasio PO boxes in the middle of November! In the mailer 
we shared some exciting news - we’ve launched an Acquisition Fund campaign! 
The acquisition fund will function like a homebuyer’s downpayment savings 
account, allowing us to respond to potential acquisitions of existing property here 
in the Valley that can be converted to permanently affordable housing under our 
ownership, management, and care. With $10,000 in seed money from an anony-
mous Valley donor earlier this year, we are 20% of the way to achieving our goal! 
We are poised for exciting growth and new opportunities to serve this commu-
nity’s housing needs, with a dedicated volunteer board, and multiple long-term 
staff members. Help us get all the way to $50,000 with a donation before the end 
of this calendar year - please consider SGVAHA in your year-end giving.

Marin County Parks
by Margarita Montenegro 
Seasonal Wildlife Technician 2021
Help Protect the Foothill Yellow-Legged Frog
 
The foothill yellow-legged frog (FYLF) is one of three species found 
in Marin County. It’s small to medium-sized (1.5” – 3.2”) with 
cryptic coloration that allows them to blend into the environment. 
FYLF come in a variety of colors—gray, brown, or red—and are so 
named because the undersides of their hind legs are yellow. 

Significant declines in the FYLF 
population have caused it to disap-
pear from nearly half of its original 
range, from northern Oregon to 
southern California. Dams, habitat 
loss, nonnative predators, and dis-
turbance in creeks are some of the 
factors contributing to its decline. 
Consequently, as of 2020, five of 
the six recognized clades (a group of 
organisms believed to have evolved 
from a common ancestor) of this 
frog have now been listed under the 
California Endangered Species Act. 
The population present in Marin is 
part of the Northwest/North Coast 
clade, which is not listed but is still a 
species of special concern due to its 
small population size and isolation 
from other FYLF populations. 

When these rare frogs were unex-
pectedly observed in Cascade 
Canyon in 2017, after decades of 
going undetected in the area, Marin 
County Parks launched a docent 
program in partnership with One 
Tam in 2018. Docents provide infor-
mation to visitors during the breed-
ing season (March-June) about FYLF 
ecology, behaviors, threats, and, 
most importantly—how the pres-
ence of humans and pets in creeks 
can adversely affect their breeding 
success. Recreation in the streams 
can disturb breeding adult frogs and 
can result in dislodged or trampled 
egg masses. Parks hopes that docents 
can help the population thrive by 
informing visitors about their pre-
carious status and how to minimize impacts. If you or someone you know is 
interested in becoming a docent, please contact Serena Hubert at: SHubert@
marincounty.org.
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Movie Muse
by Peter Oppenheimer

   “The Future Belongs to Story Tellers.”
    –The Projectionist in Last Film Show

What would it be like to see life again through the eyes 
of a 6 year old–the wonder, the curiosity, the openness 
to the new and inexplicable, the proverbial “Beginner’s 
Mind” of Zen? Last Film Show (India) invites us to see 
the world through the eyes of an imaginative, rambunc-

tious and mostly innocent 6 year old boy living in poverty in rural India.

Coming from a lowly caste, Samay works to help his father sell cups of tea to pas-
sengers stopped at the local railway station. We are introduced to Samay through 
a number of his adventures and favorite pastimes, but Samay’s greatest passion 
and fascination is with the dancing lights projecting images, characters and stories 
at the local movie theater. 

Unable to afford a ticket, he has ways of sneaking in, yet usually gets thrown 
out within minutes. One day he sneaks into the projection booth and eventually 
strikes a deal, whereby he trades the elaborate lunches his mother sends him off 
“to school” with daily for the right to stay as long as he wants watching movies.

Samay is something of a rascal, but with the soul of an artist. He is most 
intrigued by how simple light and shadow can create all these shapes and dramas. 
He makes it his mission to “catch the light,” in order to fashion it into such sto-
ries. He infects his gang of friends with his passion, and they adopt his dream of 
putting on their own film show. When the local theater closes, the boys’ project 
shifts into high gear.

Ultimately, Samay declares to his parents his new-found interest in education. He 
wants to study light, because light becomes film, and film becomes stories, and 
the future, as he has learned, belongs to the story tellers.

In a post-screening Q&A, the director declared his film to be a personal “love 
song to cinema,” and said further, “Looking back on my own childhood in rural 
India, the most important things to me were, food, film, family and future,” all of 
which are on alluring display in his Last Film Show. 

Bulado (Netherlands) is the story of an 11 year old girl, growing up on the 
Caribbean island of Curacao. Bulado is caught between her grandfather, who 
represents the old nature-and-spirit based ways of the indigenous inhabitants of 
the island, on the one hand, and on the other, her father who has adopted the 
supremacy of modern reason, rationales and rationalizations of the still-ruling 
Kingdom of the Netherlands.

We are introduced to Bulado through her dreamy, mystical narration, “It’s always 
with me – the wind. It caresses my face when I’m lonely. It blows tears into my 
eyes. It makes me feel what I cannot understand. It’s like death whispering to me. 
I don’t know whether I should listen to him, but his voice is soothing and gentle.”

The mystery of Bulado’s mother’s death unfolds as the film unspools. The battle 
between father and grandfather appears to be a battle for Bulado’s very soul. Even 
some of her dreams are about them facing off. She deeply loves each of them, but 

they fight bitterly across the two extremes of a holistic, indigenous, mystical inter-
pretation of life vs the alienated, individualistic and yet conformist and control-
ling viewpoint brought in by the invaders.

Her father, although a strict disciplinarian, is also adoring of and affectionate to 
his daughter. He wants to be both mother and father to her, but recognizes he 
doesn’t know such things as how to properly braid her hair or what to say when, 
once while doing laundry, he discovers blood on her underpants.

Several instances and experiences underscore the differences between the indig-
enous and the colonial/settler mindset. Colonization may even be the lesser 
sin when compared to the colonization of consciousness. In Bulado these great 
themes are expressed with strong visuals and often minimal dialogue, as per the 
director’s stated theory that “Communication between people is 90% non-ver-
bal.” Bulado is worth the watch.

There were two other excellent films at this year’s MVFF that, from China and 
Brazil, struck this same chord of spotlighting the conflict currently being enacted 
by these same two competing stories, seemingly for the soul of our species. 

The Yanomani tribe have inhabited a rainforest in the north of Brazil and south 
of Venezuela for over a thousand years, five hundred years before the existence 
of either country. The Last Jungle (Brazil) lands us smack dab in the middle of a 
clan of tribals living in, with, for, and as their rainforest home. We’re around the 
hearth fires as dinner is eaten, and accompanying them on their daily activities, 
both purposeful and playful. A highlight is the stories they tell their children and 
each other, wondrous things such as how water was created or how mortality 
came to be. Some we get to see through elaborately costumed, dramatic reenact-
ments of their thousand year old creation myths, replete with the exploits of their 
gods and goddesses, all of whom are nature-based. 

But there’s trouble in Paradise. As pleasurable, surprising, amusing, and enlight-
ening as The Last Forest is to see, it is also enraging. In 1986 gold was discovered 
in their forest after which over 46,000 prospectors invaded, and at least 1,500 
Yanomani have been killed, and in addition some of their water sources have 
been contaminated with mercury. The Last Jungle is suggestive of an old and ever- 
evolving story about the roots and possible fruits of humanity and the upstart 
colonial/settler mentality that is at odds with it.

A very humane and bitter sweet vision of the same conflict of stories is represent-
ed in Anima (China), which tells the, at once epic and intimate, tale of one man’s 
sustaining bond with his natural environment even in the face of deforestation. 
Though torn, Linzi cannot bring himself to leave with his wife and newborn son, 
when she determines that life in the denuded forest and degraded environment 
(e.g. the reindeer herds on which for generations they have depended for so much 
are getting depleted) has become untenable. 

Linzi pines for his son, and the narration of the beautiful film is in the form of 
letters to his son whom he hopes will one day come back. The intimacy comes 
through stories and scenes from Linzi’s birth, childhood and adolescence. It is 
wonderful to see the Mongolian landscape and life-style through the seasons. We 
see how he relates to nature as his everything: Mother, Lover, Teacher. There are 
moving scenes of his meeting his wife and their falling in love. In all, Anima is an 
extremely cinematic and spell-binding yarn with a captivating message about the 
struggle for supremacy between a nature-based worldview and “modernism.”

We are in desperate need of a new story, as our current one is literally killing 
us. Taken together these four films, from far-flung corners of the globe, suggest 
another story right under our noses that just could save us.
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Tonight’s Sky (December 2021-February 2022)
by Rich Lohman
I begin this piece by encouraging you to watch for a very nice planetary align-
ment in early December. Just after sunset on December 6th look towards the 
western horizon. You’ll find a bright Jupiter, a dimmer Saturn, a brighter Venus 
and a crescent moon all in a line. Over the next 3 nights you’ll find the moon in 
different positions and different phases along the same line. If you can view any 
of these with even a small telescope you’ll see the moons of Jupiter, the rings of 
Saturn and, a thin crescent Venus. Definitely worth a look.

Entering this time of year we are greeted by the constellation Orion, the hunter. 
You’ll find him rising in the East just after sunset in December. In January and 
February, he’ll be higher and more toward the South. Orion is identified quite 
easily using the 3 inclined stars that make up his belt. If this is the case for you, 
push your knowledge a bit further this year by identifying the 4 stars that form 
a quadrangle surrounding the belt. Use the map attached to help you. Start with 
Betelgeuse (a red giant star) to the upper left. Then move clockwise to Bellatrix…
down to Rigel and left to Saiph, not identified on the map. Try using binocu-
lars on each of these stars and you’ll notice some color differences which are due 
to differences in temperature. Betelgeuse is much cooler compared to the other 
three. For stars, redder means cooler (and older); bluish-white means hotter (and 
younger).

With your binoculars out I strongly recommend that you take a look at a fuzzy 
spot just below Orion’s belt. It is part of Orion’s scabbard (sword), marked on the 
map by “Neb”. All the other objects in the scabbard are stars, but this fuzzy spot 
is a region of dust and gas called the Orion Nebula, aka a “star nursery”. This is 
one of the most studied regions of active star formation in the entire sky and one 
of the most photographed. 

Finally, I direct you upward to the other “fuzzy spot” in this part of the winter 
sky. You can easily find it with your naked eyes. Up from Orion’s belt to the red 

giant star Aldebaran. Then further upward to the fuzzy spot named the Pleiades. 
The Pleiades is an open star cluster whose stars were “born” at about the same 
time. They have been traveling bound together by gravity for around 100 mil-
lion years. The Pleiades is also called the Seven Sisters of Greek Mythology and 
Subaru by the Japanese. Through binoculars they present a jeweled treat to the 
eyes! I consider this cluster to be the most beautiful of all the objects we can view 
with binoculars.

Feel free to email me if you have questions: richneal@pacbell.net

San Geronimo Valley Historical Society
Announcements

Have you seen any of the San Geronimo Valley-centered articles and photos in 
the ‘West Marin’s Past’ column of the Point Reyes Light? The Historical Society 
has had the chance to share pieces of Valley history in the Light by way of the 
West Marin’s Past column since July of this year. The Historical Society is excit-
ed to share the column with master Marin historian Dewey Livingston, switch-
ing off every week. Thank you to Tess Elliot, Editor in Chief at the Point Reyes 
Light for the opportunity. The articles are available only in the print version of 
the newspaper, so be sure to grab a copy, or even better - subscribe to support 
our West Marin paper!

We are gradually building a digital archive of scans of Valley deeds that includ-
ed restrictive covenants, the legal language that prevented people of color from 
purchasing or renting homes in the Valley at various times in the 20th century. 
The more submissions we receive, the more powerful this tool will be as a 
means to illustrate this part of our history. Please reach out if you do have one 
of these in your deed and are willing to lend it for a scan.

Our website and digital archive are up and running at sgvhistoricalsociety.org, 
and new content is being added slowly but surely. We hope you will explore it 
and let us know what you think by emailing owenclapp@gmail.com or sgvhis-
toricalsociety@gmail.com. Please contact the same email addresses to arrange 
for the donation of memorabilia.

Owen Clapp
owenclapp@gmail.com
sgvhistoricalsociety@gmail.com

Time Capsule
Isabel “Cookie” Cook (1900 to 1949) was a legendary figure in the field of edu-
cation in the Marin County of the 1920s through 1940s. Cook was born in 1900 
in the Sierra Nevada foothills to a large family. Her first position after graduating 
as valedictorian from San Francisco State University—then San Francisco State 
Teachers College—was as the first principal of the newly built Lagunitas School 
on Sir Francis Drake Boulevard, in San Geronimo. The Lagunitas School District 
was relocating from a one-room schoolhouse in the town of Lagunitas, and Cook 
took the opportunity to introduce new programs to the district, including start-
ing a volleyball team for girls and initiating a theater arts program, called the 
Camp Fire Girls of Lagunitas. Both programs were enthusiastically supported 
by the community. A beloved teacher and respected all-around sportswoman, 
as evidenced in this photograph, Cook was known to take students out into the 

environment surrounding her schools for time outdoors. During her assignment 
at Lagunitas School, she took children on long camping trips across Marin’s ridges 
and mountains. From 1930 forward, she supervised other West Marin schools 
under the title of Marin County Rural Supervisor of Rural Life, an elected posi-
tion with the state P.T.A. and an official Marin County position. Cook passed 
away at the age of 49, having lived an abbreviated but rich life in service of her 
students. The Isabel Cook School on Sir Francis Drake Boulevard (now the Isabel 
Cook Community Center, part of San Anselmo’s parks and recreation depart-
ment) was named in her honor, and since the 1980s the adjacent Isabel Cook 
Homes have offered affordable housing to low-income Marin renters.

Photograph courtesy of the San Anselmo Historical Society
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Community Center Staff Directory and Phone Extensions
Dave Cort, Executive Director 
 dcort@sgvcc.org  . . . . . 415-488-8888 ext. 224

Nicole Ramirez, Director of Human Services  
and Youth Programs 
 nramirez@sgvcc.org 415-488-8888 ext. 254

Alexa Davidson, Director of Development  
and Strategic Initiatives  
 adavidson@sgvcc.org 415-488-4888 ext. 251

Michele McCourtney, Director of Operations
mmccourtney@sgvcc.org . . . . . 415-488-4888 ext. 0

Helen Ferlino, Finance Manager
hferlino@sgvcc.org . . . . . . . . . 415-488-4888 ext. 0

Danielle Fogel, Coordinator, Communications & Events
dfogel@sgvcc.org  . . . . . . . . 415-488-4888 ext. 252

Larry Rippee, Visual Arts Coordinator/Events
lrippee@sgvcc.org  . . . . . . 415-488-8888 ext. 252

Julie Young, Youth & Senior Programs
jyoung@sgvcc.org . . . . . . . 415-488-4118 ext. 309

Poko Giacomini, Human Services and Facilities Coordinator, 
Disaster Preparedness Coordinator/MIDC Executive 
pgiacomini@sgvcc.org . . . . 415-488-8888 ext. 250

Buck Chavez, Family Advocate - Gym/LOFT
 gym@sgvcc.org  . . . . . . 415-488-4118 ext. 218

Cory van Gelder, NextGen Program Facilitator
 corylvg@gmail.com. . . . . . 415-488-8888 ext. 0

Amber Smith-Dulin, Program Coordinator - Childcare/
Human Services 
 asmith-dulin@sgvcc.org 415-488-4118 ext. 218

Lori Ramirez, Wellness and Recreation Coordinator
lramirez@sgvcc.org 415-488-4118 ext. 506 

Zoila Berardi, Family Advocate  
415-488-4118 ext. 309

Samantha Giron, Family Advocate  
415-488-4118 ext. 309

The LOFT . . . . . . . . . . . 415-488-4118 ext. 218

Gym Office  . . . . . . . . . . 415-488-4118 ext. 219

“Zoila’s” Childcare Center 415-488-4118 ext. 309
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