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Greenstitch
by Cory van Gelder and Alexa Davidson
NextGen climate interns leading through the pandemic and 
towards a more sustainable future

The NextGen program began with the goal of integrating young people into the 
Community Center’s work--empowering the next generation of voices as leaders, 
collaborators, and participants in our programs and services. There is a commu-
nity of young adults (16-25 year olds) living in our Valley but unsure of how they 
fit into the Community Center. The NextGen program aims to bring them in 
with programs and services that are made for them, with their interests and goals 
guiding us into the future as an organization. 

At the beginning of the program in 2019, much of our work focused on under-
standing the needs of this community. We held regular support group time, maker 
spaces, art shows, and social events all aimed at building the community and 
bringing them together. When the pandemic hit, these connections proved vital in 
supporting the young people who had participated. The NextGen group moved 
online and showed up for each other in weekly support groups, hikes, and friend-
ship. It was within the pandemic year that the combination of various stresses 
and atrocities (Covid-19, fires, racial injustice, global unrest) that the NextGen 
came together to form the Greenstitch Climate Action Internship. The goal of 
Greenstitch is to educate and empower themselves and the community in address-
ing the climate crisis. The name Greenstitch is a metaphor for coming together, 
stitch by stitch, action by action, moving toward a planet based on care and heal-

continued on page 2

The Valley must 
become Fire Adapted
by Michael Bergman

The San Geronimo Valley Emergency Readiness Group (VERG) believes 
our safety depends on embracing a new "Fire Adapted" model as a com-
munity. 

VERG was formed in 1974 to prepare for the disaster that residents were 
most concerned about- an earthquake. Over the years, conditions and the 
climate have changed and now, VERG must address today's most pressing 
disaster- wildfire. The model the Valley must aspire to is best embodied by 
one concept, becoming a Fire Adapted Community. 

The term “fire adapted communities” was codified in the 2005 
Quadrennial Fire and Fuel Review, and subsequently became one of the 
three tenets of the National Cohesive Wildland Fire Strategy. The US 
Forest Service, the State of California, FIREsafe Marin and many other 
organizations are proponents of the fire adapted model.

The wildland fire "problem" is larger and more complex than any individu-
al, community, or institution can hope to overcome. Adaptation to wildfire 
is critical to a positive future and transformation will require hard work and 
steadfast focus.
A fire adapted community acknowledges and takes responsibility for its 
wildfire risk and acts. It addresses resident safety, homes, neighborhoods, 
infrastructure, forests, open spaces, and community assets. Realizing this 
vision will require extensive action, but how will this transformation take 
place? 

Local governments provide mitigation in many areas, but the Valley doesn't 
have a local government to rely upon. Consequently, VERG must create 
and manage fire mitigation programs for the community. 

Mitigation takes many forms, from individual action to coordinated com-
munity-wide initiatives. Programs like Firewise USA™ focus on mitigation, 
safety, and evacuation. Firewise provides a framework for organizing work-
days, chipping programs, and vegetation disposal. It can support design 
and implementation of projects to improve ingress and egress routes for fire 
evacuees.

continued on page 20
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Rolling Stones
by Dave Cort, Executive Director
Greetings to our wonderful community and to all of 
the readers of Stone Soup and everyone who partici-
pates in our Center’s programs and activities. As we 
move into the fall and into our 19th month of navigat-
ing the pandemic we are now able to begin to slowly 
open our facilities up to some in person programming 

in the Community Center building and the Community Gym. We continue 
to prioritize our work to diligently provide safety net support to our residents 
through our weekly food distributions, financial assistance and rental assistance, 
providing information and resources in navigating the pandemic, along with 
working in partnership with the Lagunitas School District to support their stu-
dents and families. Throughout the pages of this issue of Stone Soup, by going to 
www.sgvcc.org and by signing up to receive and by reading our Constant Contact 
updates every Thursday you can stay informed about our programs and services 
offered and how our Community Center is navigating reopening, in person 
programming and virtual programming. Deep appreciations to our community 
members who have made and continue to make generous contributions to sup-
port our Community Center.

I am writing this column in mid-August after returning from a two-week stayca-
tion where I had the opportunity to visit with family and friends in Napa and 
Bodega Bay. We had some wonderful days hiking on the beach at Limantour 
and at Stinson. We had our first restaurant meal, since February 2020 at a New 
Orleans Bistro in Calistoga on an outdoor patio and we went to see the band 
Los Lobos outdoors at the Rancho Nicasio. Who would have thought nineteen 
months ago that eating a restaurant or going to a music venue would be a monu-
mental event? But these are the times we are living in and together we continue 
to navigate what we can safely do in our lives. Personally, I am very supportive of 
requiring proof of vaccination for public events and if I am unsure that everyone, 
I am with has received their vaccine I always wear my face covering. Please read 
through this entire edition of Stone Soup as we have some of the latest updates 
from Marin County Public Health.

During my staycation I did go through a number of old files that I brought home 
from my community center office. I came across minutes from 1966 to 1969 
of the Lagunitas School Board of Trustees when they were making key decisions 
around the condemnation of the historic building and the construction of the San 
Geronimo campus. As part of the minutes was a letter that was written by Jean 
Berensmeier to School Board members dated March 21, 1969. Jean’s first para-
graph follows; “What a better use for the existing “condemned” school building 
than continued use by the children for the benefit of children. A unique facility 
set up for the exploration and participation in arts, crafts, dance, drama, music, 
poetry, literature, language, etc. An arts center…A cultural arts center…Who ever 
heard of a Children’s Cultural Arts Center?...” Thank you Jean for the vision that 
you and many other local residents had for the historic building. In the summer 
of 1969 the first programming for children took place in the historic building as 
part of a pilot under the newly established Arts Center.

On April 28, 1969 Gary Giacomini was sworn in to fill an open seat on the 
Lagunitas School Board of Trustees after a Trustee had passed away. This proved 
to be a key appointment to the School Board as is reflected in the November 
10, 1969 minutes the School Board was debating whether to lease the historic 
building on a more permanent basis to Jean or to the Marin County Sheriff 
Department for a substation. Gary cast a number of critical votes and navigated 
a healthy process to negotiate a more permanent lease with Jean. Fascinating 
reading and we all know that these decisions continue to have a huge effect on 
our community fifty years later. I will be sure to hand these documents over to 
Owen Clapp and the San Geronimo Valley Historical Society so we can get them 
scanned and saved.

Please contact our staff at the Community Center if there are any ways we can 
support you and we look forward to more and more in person activities when we 
can return together in the healthiest ways possible. Stay well!

ing of the environment. Through collective effort we can become one as people 
and planet, a beautiful tapestry of what is possible for our present and future.

Throughout the shelter in place, Greenstitch interns Ané Pallman, Buddy Faure, 
Julia Ng-Heth, Sam Podoll, Willow Thelin, Ben DeAndre and mentor Cory 
vanGelder met weekly online. They strategized and made plans for their year of 
projects which included three community education events and artistic, thought 
provoking sign boards on Sir Francis Drake to keep the climate crisis present 
on people's minds. The intersection of art and activism became a clear pillar of 
Greenstitch’s work and soon a collaborative mural project was born. Many of their 
meetings were spent designing the mural under the leadership of Anna Jensen, 
another valley NextGen resident who took on the role of lead artist. 

The mural project quickly became a connecting force between the past, present, 
and future and in the process, Greenstich was introduced to life and work of the 
late Valley artist, Connie Smith Siegel. Upon Connie’s passing in 2020, she left 
a legacy gift to the Community Center to continue her vision of art, healing, 
activism, and mentorship. Greenstich was a clear conduit for her vision and a col-
laboration between the NextGen and the Legacy Committee working to honor 
Connie’s life and legacy was born. Anna and Cory went to Connie Smith Siegel’s 
art studio and met with her students and co-trustees Dahlia Kamesar, Ayumi Kei 
Weissbuch and Carol Griffin who are working on archiving her work and continu-
ing to share it. This initial connection led to Dahlia, Ayumi, and Carol leading a 
color workshop for Greenstitch, a practice developed by Connie that was based on 
a somatic connection to color and this process informed the colors chosen for the 
mural. They also lent Greenstitch Connie’s brushes to paint the mural, a symbolic 
embodiment of Connie’s legacy continuing through the NextGen.

The mural is being painted on a 6’x13’ plywood base that is mounted to the wall 
in the portico outside the West Room. Greenstitch constructed and primed the 
panel with help from Ben Podoll. David Lakes and Michael Pallmann did the 
skilled work of mounting it to the stucco wall. This mural project has truly been 
an intergenerational community effort including guidance from Kathy Edwards, a 
fine artist and muralist who helped throughout the process, offering guidance on 
how to collaboratively design the mural, detailed rendering support, and consult-
ing on which paints and materials to use. 

Starting in May of 2021, the NextGen lead the way again by being the first people 
to be back in person at the Community Center. For over a year, our building had 
remained dormant due to the pandemic, and all of our activities were either online 
or in the case of the food bank, had transitioned to a drive-through model offsite. 
When Greenstich arrived at the Center and began collaboratively painting the mural, 
life reentered the building. A reminder of our hustling and bustling halls came rush-
ing back and just as the mural was prompting us to imagine a better and brighter 
future for our planet, the NextGen interns were prompting us to see the light at the 
end of the pandemic tunnel. NextGen across the country have been resisting the 
urge to “go back to normal” instead encouraging us to innovate, to do things differ-
ently, and to push back against the status quo. Their presence in our Valley and at 
our organization is strengthening our resolve to do better as we move into the future. 
The messages of the mural are also an embodiment of this sentiment.

The mural “reads” from left to right. The left side depicts the fossil fuel driven 
industrialization that has brought us to this point of climate chaos. On the right 
is a mother earth image (the face of which is modeled after Connie Smith Siegel) 
holding the end of a patchwork of images inspired by the “Thrive Agenda” which 
addresses the goals of the Green New Deal to make the transition needed reduce 
Co2 emissions and address the Climate Crisis. Each of the interns researched and 
created the image for their patch. Sam Podoll shared this about her patch, “My 
part of the mural represents a shift from a capitalist economy to an economy that 
supports healthcare and jobs that care for people and divesting money from indus-
tries that exploit the earth and people.” Julia Ng-Heth added, “My patch is about 
the transition from fossil fuels to renewable energy and the need to have a just plan 
that doesn’t further ruin peoples’ lives in the process.” The other patches represent 
our interconnectedness, the requirement to heal ourselves and our society, and the 
need for everyone to take responsibility as we transition from a consumer based 
world to a regenerative one. 

Greenstich is clear on their values and leads with the following tenets: We need 
to follow indigeneous knowledge. We need equity in addressing current climate 
chaos. The health of our oceans and water is central. We need to center black and 
brown communities that have contributed the least to emissions and are suffer-
ing the most from fossil fuel extraction and climate change. To learn more about 
Greenstitch please visit our website, sgvcc.org or contact Cory van Gelder directly, 
corylvg@gmail.com. 

Greenstitch continued from page 2
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Volunteer Profile:  
Dr. Carmen Irizarry 
by Danielle Fogel

Dr. Carmen Irizarry, is one of our many volunteers who help to distribute 
food at our drive-through Food Pantry each Thursday. She has been a regu-
lar volunteer at our Food Pantry since October after retiring from a 37 year 
career as a psychiatrist, the last 17 being with the Kaiser Permanente Medical 
Group in early 2020. 

Volunteers at the Food Pantry have gone to extraordinary efforts during the 
pandemic. With health precautions necessitating the Food Pantry to be locat-
ed off of the Community Center property, volunteers spend many additional 
hours to pre pack bags of food for the 300 or more families that are regularly 
helped by this safety net program. Our volunteers follow all the health proto-
cols regarding masking and social distancing regardless of the weather. 

Despite the extra work involved with the outdoor location at the old golf 
course parking lot, our Food Pantry volunteers consistently sign-up for their 
“usual shifts” each week. Asked why she volunteers at the Food Pantry Dr. 
Irizarry replies, “ When I was 
growing up in Brooklyn, New 
York City, and Puerto Rico, my 
family was poor. Volunteering at 
the Food Pantry inspires me to 
help others in need and give back 
to the community.”

Thank you Dr. Irizarry and to 
all of our Food Pantry volunteers 
for helping us to provide essen-
tial needs to the residents of San 
Geronimo Valley, Nicasio and 
West Marin. If you would like 
to volunteer at the drive-through 
Food Pantry contact our partner, 
SF Marin Food Bank at sfmfood-
bank.org. 

West Marin Coalition for Healthy Youth 
(WMCHY)
by Madeline Hope
This year, we are excited that San Geronimo Valley Community Center will co-
lead the West Marin Coalition for Healthy Youth (WMCHY) with West Marin 
Community Services and their newly formed Youth Services program.  The 
WMCHY steadily builds capacity to support West Marin youth and families by 
more effectively providing access to prevention services. The WMCHY extends 
its reach beyond San Geronimo Valley, Nicasio, and Pt. Reyes Station,  reaching 
into the northern and southern villages in the coastal zone including: Marshall/
Tomales/Dillon Beach and Bolinas/Stinson/Muir Beach. Together, our agencies 
will produce culturally sensitive activities that maintain a substance use preven-
tion coalition through collaboration, communication and coordination with sector 
partners who continue to develop awareness of environmental conditions that sup-
port opportunities and relationships young people need across all aspects of their 
lives in West Marin. This year, the WMCHY action areas will focus on work with 
sector partners to produce youth centered projects and programs that empower 
our young people and promote the personal skills, commitments, and values they 
need to make good choices, take responsibility for their own lives, and be inde-
pendent and fulfilled.  Together the WMCHY will prioritize strengthening rela-
tionships in young people’s lives by promoting coordinated activities and shared 
calendars that focus on health, wellness and resiliency for youth and families in 
West Marin.

The shared WMCHY leadership approach with sector partners will work with 
known community partners and trusted liaisons from each of the four geographic 
areas of West Marin to ensure access to information and resources. As we enter the 
9th year of the WMCHY, we have the benefit of increased knowledge, lived expe-
rience and known strategies to help our coalition understand the kinds of relation-
ships that propel young people to learn, grow, and thrive. Our hope is that the 
WMCHY will be a valuable resource for individuals and organizations who want 

to focus on specific ways each relationship in young people’s lives can be deepened 
and strengthened.

Our agencies will continue to collaborate with the Marin Prevention Network, 
Health and Human Services and on the Marin County Office of Education to 
implement this year's priorities. These priorities include: Raising the Bar (a parent 
modeling campaign), Numbing or Nourishing Project (critical thinking and con-
scious choice making), Let’s Talk-Middle School Booklets, Let’s Talk-High School 
Booklets, Let's Talk Marin- Community Discussions (provide parent education 
on how to talk about and navigate teen substance use), School Communication 
Toolkits, Social Host Ordinance and ongoing Cannabis and Vaping Education 
and Community Outreach. 

On August 28, 2021, an article by Keri Brenner of the Marin Independent 
Journal highlights why the Let's Talk work is so important. “This is an effort to 
reduce the number of parents who are caught off guard by the social pressures 
their kids will face,” said Kathy Koblick, director of the public health division of 
the Marin County Department of Health and Human Services, one of the five 
agencies working on the project. “The better informed parents are about the latest 
trends and the substances out there, the better they can help their children navi-
gate these waters,” Koblick said.

Our focus and commitment to reducing underage substance use will increase 
resiliency and change community norms to put focus on young people and their 
future. A WMCHY goal is to improve the overall health and wellness of our West 
Marin communities by raising awareness of current mental health and substance 
abuse issues while identifying and implementing community based strategies that 
reduce risk factors, and promote positive youth engagement across West Marin. 
Please join us.

Summer 2021 
Volunteer List
       
Debra Amerson
Judith Selby Lang
Richard Lang
Liz Lauter
Parra O' Siochain
Pamela Handelman
Hank Floyd
Laura Floyd Szawarzenski
Anne Faught
Marty Meade
John Torrey
Kathleen Edwards
Ben Podoll
David Lakes
Michael Pallmann
Laura Sherman
Nancy Masterson
Dave Childers
Andy Smith
Merrianne Vizza
Susan Kraft
Luigi Baker

Teska Hapig-Ward
Bob Cahn
Susan Davis
Kristy Arroyo
Al Baylacq
EJ Chavez
Owen Clapp
Samantha Davidson
KWMR Radio
Al Lubow
SPAWN Interns
Pat McGraw 
Kathleen Edwards
Bobbi Wilson
Anne Pennypacker 
Ted Wright 
Barbara Morris 
Geoff Bernstein
Kathy Beckerley 
Martha Cederstrom
Molly Rea 
Juliette Valente

West Marin Poetry Group
The West Marin Poetry Group will be gathering again this September in the 
Valley. We will be meeting in a comfortable room at the Community Center. 
If you have been writing poetry for a while and would like to share your work, 
listen to others and participate in constructive feedback, we look forward to 
hearing from you. Our last group published an anthology! Sessions last 2 hours, 
meet once a month and structure guarantees everyone the same amount of time 
to present. Experience suggest that 6 poets are the limit and best mix. This 
group is for both women and men. Free.

Brent MacKinnon M.A. , brentonmack@yahoo.com, ph. 530-208-8837 (local)
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Services
Food Bank Banter
by Nicole Ramirez
For the first time in my time at the San Geronimo Valley Community Center 
the Food Bank and our Human Services operations took a two-week break at 
the beginning of August. We did not close, but many took the time off. It was 
a much needed break as our whole team has been going hard since the onset of 
the pandemic in March 2020, providing food every Thursday, financial assis-
tance, referrals to services, support and food delivery to seniors, art salons, com-
munity book reads, tutoring, and lots of virtual programs for the entire com-
munity and beyond. I am so honored to work with such extraordinary humans. 

It’s amazing how some time off really does help rejuvenate mind, body and spir-
it. Upon our return I felt a sense of excitement and eagerness to get back at it 
from all. We are all so invested in the work we do and the community engage-
ment and support we can offer as an organization. 

Prior to our closure we diligently provided our patrons with alternative food 
bank locations in the area. Marin county has a plethora of resources and we 
felt supported by the SF/Marin Food Bank and our local San Geronimo Valley 
Honor pantry to fill the gap in our absence. 

The Food Bank not only offers free accessible food, but it also offers volunteers 
and our Human Services Team a kind of kinship to each other and to the ser-
vice that it provides. We have been so fortunate to have made new connections 
to volunteers from all over the county who have undeniably fell in love with our 
Valley and our community. Or core group of volunteers have been with us since 
March 2020. For many of the volunteers San Geronimo was a sight unseen and 
they have and continue to sign up on the SF/Marin Food Bank web site. We are 
so grateful to all who have donated their time and energy during very unprec-
edented times. 

The San Geronimo Valley Food Bank is located at the Clubhouse at the 
Commons Parking Lot, 5800 Sir Francis Drake Blvd., San Geronimo CA 
94963
Opens: 11 am-2 pm

Senior Lunch by Jackson Café 
Adults 6oyrs+ Sign up for Senior Lunch provided by the Jackson Café at 
Vivalon every Thursday. Senior Lunches are distributed during Food Bank 
hours and are a grab and go lunch ready to heat up.
 
To register email Poko Giacomini at pgiacomini@sgvcc.org 

Senior Update
by Julie Young
We are working hard to find creative ways to bring our community together safely. 
I have the opportunity to work in both Youth and Senior Programs at the com-
munity center and during these past  months, I have learned a lot when it comes to 
creativity and thinking outside the box with our kids in childcare. The good news 
is, we have all been learning together and finding new ways to be together socially. I 
look forward to finding creative ways for our older adults and seniors to be together 
in a safe and social way. 

As we continue to navigate the reopening of the Community Center, we would like 
you all to enjoy some of the activities, classes and community events. The commu-
nity center’s website holds our full calendar of what’s happening and see the Stone 
Soup Catalog for current classes being offered.

We continue to offer our Drive Thru Senior Lunch. Thursdays, pick up between 
11-2 at the Clubhouse parking lot. Contact Poko Giacomini  pgiacomini@sgvcc.org

Friday Morning Senior Stroll. Meet at 9:30am at the SGV Community Gym for a 
stroll on the Back 9. contact Julie Young at jyoung@sgvcc.org 

Bromas del banco de 
alimentos
por Nicole Ramirez
Por primera vez en mi tiempo en el Centro Comunitario del Valle de San Geronimo, 
el Banco de Alimentos y nuestras operaciones de Servicios Humanos tomaron un 
descanso de dos semanas a principios de Agosto. Fue un descanso muy necesario ya 
que todo nuestro equipo ha estado trabajando duro desde el inicio de la pandemia 
en Marzo de 2020, proporcionando alimentos todos los jueves, asistencia financiera, 
referencias a servicios, apoyo y entrega de alimentos a personas mayores, salones de 
arte, lecturas de libros comunitarios, tutoría y muchos programas virtuales para toda 
la comunidad y más allá. Me siento muy honrado de trabajar con seres humanos tan 
extraordinarios.

 Es sorprendente cómo un tiempo libre realmente ayuda a rejuvenecer la mente, el 
cuerpo y el espíritu. A nuestro regreso, sentí una sensación de entusiasmo y ganas de 
vengarme de todos. Todos estamos muy interesados en el trabajo que hacemos y en el 
compromiso y el apoyo de la comunidad que podemos ofrecer como organización.

Antes de nuestro cierre, proporcionamos diligentemente a nuestros clientes ubicacio-
nes alternativas de bancos de alimentos en el área. El condado de Marin tiene una 
gran cantidad de recursos y nos sentimos apoyados por SF / Marin Food Bank y 
nuestra despensa local de San Geronimo Valley Honor para llenar el vacío en nuestra 
ausencia.

El Banco de Alimentos no solo ofrece alimentos accesibles y gratuitos, sino que tam-
bién ofrece a los voluntarios y a nuestro Equipo de Servicios Humanos una especie 
de parentesco entre sí y con el servicio que brinda. Hemos sido muy afortunados de 
haber establecido nuevas conexiones con voluntarios de todo el condado que sin lugar 
a dudas se han enamorado de nuestro Valle y nuestra comunidad. O el grupo princi-
pal de voluntarios ha estado con nosotros desde Marzo de 2020. Para muchos de los 
voluntarios, San Geronimo fue algo invisible y se han inscrito y continúan registrán-
dose en el sitio web de SF / Marin Food Bank. Estamos muy agradecidos con todos 
los que han donado su tiempo y energía durante tiempos sin precedentes.

El banco de alimentos San Geronimo Valle está ubicado en Casa club en el estaciona-
miento de Commons, 5800 Sir Francis Drake Blvd., San Geronimo CA 94963
Abierto: 11 am-2 pm

Almuerzo para personas majores, por Jackson Café
Adultos de 60 años + Regístrese para el almuerzo para personas mayores que ofrece 
el Jackson Café en Vivalon todos los jueves. Los almuerzos para personas majores, se 
distribuyen durante el horario del banco de alimentos y son un almuerzo para llevar y 
listo para calentar.

Para registrarse envíe un correo electrónico a Poko Giacomini a pgiacomini@sgvcc.org

WHAT DO YOU CARE?
A whole heck of a lot. Especially now.  
Join WMSS and your neighbors who have caregiving experience as we engage in 
meaningful connections with local older adults and provide in-person care and com-
panionship in the process. Constrictions brought on by the pandemic have remind-
ed us that a caring and skilled community member can positively influence people's 
lives, making them feel less lonely and helping them stay happy and independently 
at home. Some of our older adult neighbors need help with shopping, meal prepa-
ration, dressing, grooming, showering, medication monitoring, transportation and 
light housekeeping. Others still need competent professional care through end of 
life. Please call WMSS for an application. Rates of pay depend upon experience. We 
need you. Email Pam@wmss.org or call 415-663-8148 x101.

GOT NURSE? 
Interested to receive FREE in-home visits from senior-level Dominican University 
student nurses? We got this! 

West Marin Senior Services continues its collaboration with Dominican 
University, placing student nurses fulfilling their community health degree 
requirements with weekly home visits to local older adults who live with complex 
chronic conditions.

“Their enthusiasm is so gosh darn motivating! I want to be ready when they 
call!” exclaimed one Woodacre senior who welcomed a fourth-year Dominican 
University nursing student virtual visit from his remote, hilltop home.
 Students learn the connection between community service, their academic 
coursework, and their roles as involved citizens. The students’ home visits each 
semester help them to meet their graduation requirements. We can’t do it without 
you. Please contact WMSS Care Manager Laura Sherman: 415-663-8148 x102 / 
laura@wmss.org to enroll in the coming semester. We got this!
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With Respect
We are honored in this column of Stone Soup to share about the lives of local 
residents who have recently passed away. With the reopening of the Community 
Center building this summer a number of our first gatherings were for memorials. 
In July and August the family members of Dave Wheeler, William T. Wiley, Jackie 
Kirk and Antoinette Maher hosted heartfelt memorials at the Center, mainly out-
doors in the courtyard. The San Geronimo Valley Presbyterian Church hosted a 
memorial for Phil Arnot. In the June issue of Stone Soup we shared stories of the 
lives of Phil Arnot and William T. Wiley. Throughout this issue of Stone Soup we 
will share about David Wheeler, Barbara Scott, Jackie Kirk, and Hilary Stock. I 
also wanted to acknowledge the passing of my long-time neighbor in Lagunitas, 
Michael Waddell. Shortly before we went to the printer we learned of the passing 
of long time Valley resident Joseph Raffael. In the next issue of Stone Soup we will 
share about Joseph's life.

Thank you to Barbara Scott’s daughter Nancy Field for writing 
this heartfelt remembrance.

Barbara Davenport Scott was born in San Francisco on July 19, 1935. She was 
a free spirit with a passion for theater, music, backpacking, gardening and peace 
activism. 

Barbara became active in theater at a young age. When just ten years old, she 
played Katerina in the 1945 film “Titian, the Boy Painter,” a collaboration 
between Hollywood filmmakers and the Palo Alto Children’s Theatre. In the 
1960s and 1970s, she produced and directed over a dozen local performances in 
San Geronimo Valley, including “The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe,” The 
San Geronimo Pageant (complete with hula dancers), and “The Madwoman of 
Chaillot”. While living on Vashon Island in the late 1970s she directed a number 
of performances at the Blue Heron Arts Center, which she helped found. After 
returning to West Marin in the 1980s she continued her involvement in local the-
ater with dinner performances at the Parkside Cafe in Stinson Beach. Never one to 
sit still, she even produced garage theater when visiting family in Northern Idaho. 
In the last fifteen years, she traded script writing for poetry, writing poems as she 
wandered her beloved trails in the San Geronimo Valley. 

Music was a major part of Barbara’s life. Over the years she played piano in quar-
tets and trios, or as an accompanist for musical theater, choirs and soloists. Bach, 
Beethoven, and Chopin were her favorites, but when aging caused her eyesight to 
decline she learned to improvise and created her own style. At the age of 84 she 
delighted audiences at Flower Piano in the Arboretum in Golden Gate Park. Her 
friends at the San Geronimo Community Garden, where her Senior Plot flour-
ished under her experienced hands, would not be surprised that playing piano in 
an arboretum suited her perfectly. She also found great joy in chatting with friends 
while listening to local musical talent at the Paper Mill Creek Saloon.  

Barbara’s older brother Fred took her backpacking when she was 16, and she fell 
in love with the Sierra Nevada. She shared her love for the wilderness with scores 
of people, taking local youth on backpacking trips to the Sierras and to Point 
Reyes National Seashore. Drinking from a glacial stream, walking across a granite 
slab, or witnessing a high-altitude lightning storm was a transformative experi-
ence for many who were led into the mountains by Barbara. And hot springs! 
From Burgdorf to Bridgeport to Saline Valley, visiting hot springs with friends was 
always a special treat.    

A write-in candidate for president in 1992, Barbara’s politics were unclassifiable, 
with slogans like “Fear No Art” and “Legalize Freedom.” She didn’t win, but she 
kept up her rabble rousing. When the U.S. was being led into war in Iraq, she 
joined “Bare Witness” with dozens of naked women lying down to spell out “No 
War” on the beach. “Yep, that’s me, at the top of the W,” she reported to friends 
and family. The motto for “The Salmon Rapper,” her local political news publica-
tion in the 1990s, was prescient: The Press is Only Free if You Own the Printer. 
Time will tell if her Galactic Friends will indeed arrive and bring world peace.  

Barbara passed peacefully on July 8, 2021, at home and on her own terms. She is 
survived by her four children, nine grandchildren, one great-grandchild, and many 
neighbors and friends.  If Barbara reincarnates as planned, she will once again be 
walking, swimming or flying among us. Her legacy will live on in the communi-
ties and lives she touched.  

Thank you to the Marin IJ for this obituary that was written by 
David Wheeler’s family.

David Lawrence Wheeler passed away at home on June 20, 2021 due to com-
plications of ALS. He was 76 years old. He and his wife, Tona, were married for 
46 years and have four children and five grandsons. David was born in Sterling, 
Illinois, the second of four children. At age five, David contracted Polio, and 
would walk with crutches for the remainder of his life. He was able to rise above 
his disability, however, and lead a life full of exploration, recreation, and family. 
His grit and determination to overcome the limitations that Polio inflicted and 
avoid being defined by his disability inspired many. 

As a young person, David enjoyed kayaking, music, cooking, and driving. In high 
school he bought a 1934 Packard Coupe, which would accompany him through-
out the rest of his life. He drove it West to California, where he attended Stanford 
University, joining the Delta Kappa Epsilon Fraternity, and graduating with a 
master's degree in architecture. After graduation, he worked for famed architect, 
Paolo Soleri, in Arizona. He took this experience to heart and participated in cre-
ating the Foam Domes for housing U.C. Davis students, and created prefabricated 
hexagonal structures called Banyon Homes with a friend in the 1970s. He deeply 
enjoyed innovative architecture. Later, he also became fascinated by the emergence 
of computers and the ability for architectural software to revolutionize design. The 
combination of these interests would shape the majority of his career. 

David married Tona Blunt in 1975 and used his Packard as the get-away car. The 
following year, they moved to Woodacre, where they raised four children within 
the tight-knit San Geronimo Valley community. He was well-known for quietly 
demonstrating that his disability would not limit his potential to raise his ener-
getic family. His children benefited from many hours spent with him in the back-
yard raising pets, building tree forts, and fixing cars. He enjoyed driving his 1934 
Packard in the Woodacre 4th of July Parade with his children. David spent the rest 
of his life in the Woodacre family home, becoming an excellent cook and sharing 
many meals with friends and family. He also participated in community affairs, 
most notably as Treasurer of the local Senior Housing Association. 

David was diagnosed with ALS in late 2019. He once again faced this situation 
with grit and determination. In this part of their life's journey together, he and 
Tona took the 'one day at a time' approach seriously and each evening they raised 
a glass to toast that day. He never complained, never acted depressed, steadfastly 
maintained his independence, and approached each day with dignity and his best 
effort. He never gave up. Even through the COVID shelter-in-place months, his 
children were able to arrange multiple family gatherings, which were the highlights 
of his last year. David is survived by his three siblings and their families: Pete and 
Judy Wheeler of Sterling, Illinois, Ann and John James of Carlisle, Massachusetts, 
and John L. Wheeler of Denver, Colorado. He is also survived by his wife, Tona; 
and his children and their families: Michael and Rachel Wheeler of San Rafael, 
California; John and Lorien Wheeler of San Jose, California; Paul Wheeler and 
Carynn Milne of Richmond, California; and Liv Wheeler and Chris Cook of 
Honolulu, Hawaii. He will be very deeply missed. In lieu of flowers, please consid-
er donating to a non-profit benefiting the local community, such as: West Marin 
Senior Services, the San Geronimo Valley Community Center, In-Spirit, Toys and 
Joys, Affordable Housing Association, or the Emergency Fund.

Thank you to Molly Rea for these thoughts of Hillary Stock.

I met Hilary at one of the many art openings the SGVCC has had over the years. 
She was a vibrant and fun lady with a passion for flowers, jams and painting. I fell in 
love with her as I learned more about what an amazing person she was, with a very 
interesting life.

Hilary was born and raised in Ireland where 
she was one of a very large family. She went 
into a convent and became a nun, ventur-
ing to Africa where she stayed for several 
years. Her role was to teach the girls their 
ABC’s and the basics of what we might 
learn here. Over time she came to realize 
that these girls were being graduated with 
an education which had nothing to do 
with their environments, that would not 
help them there in their home towns and 
cultures.

She developed a curriculum which she 
believed would better prepare these girls  
for the lives that they would live in their environment and sent this proposal 
through the channels of the religious community, waiting for approval to proceed. 
Finally, after 2 years she received a letter from the Vatican stating her application for 
this was denied. 

She became so disillusioned that she left her religious community and went to 
London to teach. While in London she became increasing desirous of being some-
where without the famous London Fog and so she decided to venture to San 
Francisco where her aunt lived. Little realizing that San Francisco too, was famous 
for its fog. She got a kick out of this, laughing off this misadventure and having the 
time of her life living in the Sunset (somewhere around Irving street I think). She 
and a girlfriend rented an apartment above a corner grocery store. In San Francisco, 
Hilary was ready for fun and adventure. She related stories of the many parties she 
and her girlfriend threw and how they she would lower her basket to the storekeeper 
who would then place bottles of wine which she would then bring back up for the 
party. Eventually she fell in love with this storekeeper, who became the love of her 
life.

continued on page 9



San Geronimo Valley Community Gym
by Howie Cort
This will be my last Community Gym Report as I have decided to pass my gym 
keys off   to a new coordinator and retire from the Community Center. I am so 
thankful to have witnessed the building of the Community Gym and proud of 
all the programs we have put into place to serve our Valley and Lagunitas School 
District. I’m sure some of you remember holding our CYO BBall practices out-
side on the school blacktop and traveling to the Fairfax Pavilion once a week to 
practice indoors!  Having a gym to call our own certainly was a game changer! 
The construction of the gym also gave our Lagunitas Middle School After School 
Sports teams an opportunity to play and host volleyball matches and basketball 
games so we didn’t have to travel all over the County every week. On top of that, 
our community members also had new opportunities to play basketball indoors 
during the week, along with Pickle Ball and Table Tennis. 

I’d like to recognize EJ Chavez for showing up just about every Wednesday night 
to volunteer and supervise Men’s Open Gym. When he had free time, he’d show 
up to help younger BBall players to work on their skills. Thank you, EJ for your 
unending dedication to the community. Even though Jack Sayers worked at the 
Community Center, he was committed to overseeing Pickle Ball on Tuesday and 
Thursday nights as well as offering Table Tennis to Seniors on Thursday after-
noons and starting up Sunday Table Tennis, where players, from all over the Bay 

Area, came to play in our gym. Thanks, Jack for bringing your positive energy 
to so many people from so many places. Last, but least, I have to thank Buck 
Chavez who was by my side for countless flag football, basketball games,  
volleyball matches, along with cross country meets and our track and field season. 
We set up and broke down equipment together too many times to count, reff ’d 
a lot of flag football and worked just about every home basketball game together. 
Somehow, we pulled off the logistics for our Bobcat Challenge XC meet for eight 
years – doing our best to remain undaunted by 400 kids running in six heats! We 
also stood side by side coordinating the High Jump pit for the Spring County 
Track Finals for the last six years. Buck, there is no way the After Sports Program 
would have been as successful as it was without Buck’s unwavering help to make 
it all happen! Our premise was simple as we both put in the time and effort 
because we wanted to provide athletic opportunities - for all students - at all levels  
- who wanted to be part of a team and have fun. 

Leaving the Community Center is definitely bittersweet. I will miss my day-to-
day interactions with my Community Center family and the school teams. I’m 
ready for my next adventure. My heart is full and satisfied and now… I’m off to 
play with my Grandson Logan! I’ll see you on the court!
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Youth Programs 
by Nicole Ramirez

Zoila’s Aftercare
Welcome back! We hope families had a wonder-
ful and safe summer! The San Geronimo Valley 
Community Center is pleased to announce 
that we will be open for childcare at Zoila’s 
the first day of school this year IN PERSON. 
Zoila’s Childcare is located in room 2 on the 
upper campus and we will also be using the 
Multipurpose room if needed. Our hours of 
operation will be from 11:45am to 5:30pm M-F 
for kindergarten through third grades. The rates 
will be for ½ day ( K’s) $30, from noon-3pm. 
For 1st,2nd,3rd grades the rate will be $25, from 
3pm-5:30pm including early dismissal days at 
2pm. For a full day of childcare, the rate is $50, 
from 11:45am-5:30pm. We have shifted from a drop-in/ hourly rate program and 
hope families can pre-register, but we are also happy to work individually with 
families and their needs. We will continue to provide scholarships and sliding 
scale fees on a financial need basis. The success of our programs is often because 
of the generosity of donors and we encourage families that can afford it, to con-
sider sponsoring another family by making a contribution to our scholarship 
fund.  Come have fun at Zoila’s!!!

Contact nramirez@sgvcc.org to register

LOFT
The LOFT afterschool program is a place for children in the 4th -8th grades to 
enjoy a supervised setting to hang out with friends, do homework or participate 
in gym activities. We will be utilizing our wonderful outdoor space as often as 
possible and will be focusing on physical activity, social-emotional wellness, and 
student connection. 

The LOFT hours of operation will be M-Th 3pm- 5:30 and Fridays until 5pm. 
The fee for LOFT membership is $115 per trimester or $345 for the entire year. 
Fee includes up to five days a week of supervised care. 

Please complete LOFT registration packet located on our site at sgvcc.org and 
send to jyoung@sgvcc.org

Thank You and we look forward to a great year!!

VAST
The Valley After School Tutoring Program (VAST) offers one-on-one tutoring 
and homework help for students at affordable rates. We will resume VAST in a 
hybrid model of in person and virtual tutoring on ZOOM. During the pandemic 
the virtual tutoring was so well received, and it offers families and students day 
and time flexibility.

Look out for VAST updates and start times mid-September.

For more information contact Nicole Ramirez at vast@sgvcc.org or at VAST is 
always looking for tutors, especially in Middle School Math call in interested.

For more information about any Youth Programs please contact Nicole Ramirez 
at nramirez@sgvcc.org

All of the San Geronimo Valley Community Center Youth Programs will contin-
ue to adhere the CDC guidelines and protocols as well as Lagunitas School pro-
tocols. All students and staff will wear masks at all times and continue to practice 
safety procedures. Our priority is the safety of the children and our community.

Summer Camp and Summer Bridge Re-CAP . . .

Thank all of the families and friends that participated in our Summer Camp and 
Summer Bridge programs this July 2021.

We had great fun this summer!!! Thank you all!!

VAST
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Lagunitas School District
by Steve Rebscher
By the time you read this column we will have started another school year, hopefully 
much more in-person than our last. This year will not be without a long list of recom-
mendations, scheduling adjustments, distancing, challenges and, in some cases, anxiety 
about our unknown future on many levels. What I am confident with is the positive out-
look and supportive environment that our teachers will bring to every classroom.
As we move into a new school year I feel that it is important to look back to unresolved 
issues from the past year, particularly when there is significant dissatisfaction within our 
school community. Unfortunately, this was clearly the case last Spring. We need to look 
well back into Richard Sloan’s 50 year history on the school board to resurrect memories 
of groups as opposed and as vocal as we experienced this year. 

What happened to generate the level of angst felt last year? Clearly, the discontent we, 
as your school Board, heard was focused on two issues. First, many parents were deeply 
upset by the decision of the Board and administration not to renew the contract of a 
teacher on the Montessori program at the end of the probationary period. Many parents 
deeply appreciated the positive educational atmosphere created by this teacher during a 
very difficult time for children and their families. I can only speak for myself but I think 
everyone in the school board and administration understood the appreciation these par-
ents felt for a teacher that had become a virtual part of their family, literally in their home 
five days a week, supporting their children. Despite the feelings expressed by some parents 
this decision was not made lightly.

The second stumbling block grew around the complex question of when, and exactly 
how, to return to our classrooms as the danger of Covid decreased in the Spring. It had 
been more than a year since the shut down began and our vision of how to responsibly 
shape the multitude of public health advisories and the divergent views of our community 
into a coherent school policy were coming together. Even the most casual observer might 
have predicted that few would be happy with the result.

In many ways, our school district response to the pandemic reflected the reality of our 
long-term educational philosophy. Our community prioritizes inclusive governance and 
strives for consensus whenever we see the opportunity to achieve it. But, as was said by 
Winston Churchill after World War II, “democracy is the worst form of government, 
except for all those other forms of government that have been tried from time to time.” At 
times, the inclusive perspective of the Valley makes it very difficult to respond to changing 
conditions and to integrate diverse opinions simultaneously. In the decision of how and 
when to re-open our classrooms our administration was hobbled by a constantly changing 
variety of public health guidelines, very different needs and views among our community 
and the need to balance the safety and needs of both our students and our staff. The re-
opening committee started with more than 90 volunteers. To make the committee more 
workable, this number was reduced and split into several smaller working groups. This 
effort was successful in creating more efficient advisory committees but left some people 
feeling left out of the process. At the same time, I personally witnessed the fact that our 
administrative team was working seven days a week for months on end. Their willingness 
to engage at a very high level for more than a year during this very difficult period is a tes-
tament to their dedication to our district and to our children. Their plans for re-opening 
were complicated by frequent changes in federal, state and county advisories for educators 
and the need to negotiate final plans with our two labor unions. When all was said and 
done our district had tried valiantly to address the concerns of our families that were gen-
uinely suffering with the need to support their children at home seven days a week, wor-
ries about their social and emotional development and concerns about physically return-
ing to school too soon and the dangers of Covid transmission among students and related 
transmission back to home environments that might include vulnerable adults. When our 
students did return to the classroom our district was the last to re-open in Marin, but far 
from the last in the state.

There is a third source of conflict in our district that is not ours alone, it is reflected 
across the state of California and originates in the very structure of our school governance, 
probation process and labor laws. As trustee Richard Sloan put it, “the state encourages, 
even requires, parent participation in their children’s education, then passes regulations 
that make that participation all but impossible.” The basic process of hiring a teacher, 
moving through the process of observation, evaluation and passage from the mandated 
probation period to permanent status is fundamentally flawed and deeply unfair to both 
the aspiring teacher, the school district and ultimately the students we serve. Permanent 
status affords a teacher lifetime employment in the district with very few exceptions. 
However, the window for a teacher to prove that they are worthy of that status is only 
about 14 months, far to great a burden for a teacher fresh out of school. And, too great a 
risk for the school district to take unless they are thoroughly convinced that a teacher is 
exceptional, which is what our children deserve. Many aspects of a teacher’s performance 
need to be considered when making that decision – facets of a person that simply cannot 
be fairly evaluated in 14 months. Although we cannot change the length of evaluation for 
new teachers, we are acting within the narrow constraints of education law to create more 
opportunities for parents to better understand the criteria for evaluating our teachers and 
hopefully feel greater participation in that process.

Beyond the overly restrictive time period, a second part of the probationary process for 
new teachers is fundamentally flawed. The district is not free to openly discuss areas of 
weakness when a teacher is not granted permanent status, even with the teacher them-
selves. The legal environment created by current education code requires the district to 
give only a “Yes” or “No” decision. If any reasoning is given, either in public or privately 
to the teacher involved, the district may be required to defend that reasoning in court. It 
is incredibly unjust to tell a young person that has dedicated five years, or more, of college 
level training toward the goal of becoming a teacher that they don’t fully meet the needs 
of our school district, “and, by the way, we can’t tell you why,” - information that might 
critically assist them in their next teaching job. The current structure is unfair to the 
school district, it is counterproductive to the development of young teachers and in the 
end, it hurts our students.

So where do we stand?

As we look back at those months, with clear hindsight, we might have made some deci-
sions differently, but it is certainly unclear how we could have proceeded more expedi-
tiously within the confines of our long-standing commitments to our community, our 
fundamental philosophical framework and our dedicated staff. There were, and still are, 
no easy answers to the challenges presented during this pandemic.

What is just as important as the answers we settled on in the two questions discussed 
above is the process that drove those outcomes, how some people became dissatisfied with 
that process and what we can learn as a community to move forward in a positive way. 
Without question, more challenges lie ahead. 

I think that it needs to be said that last Spring some members of the parent community 
used language, both spoken and in email communications, that was very aggressive, high-
ly personal and mean spirited. We all need to take ownership of the comments that were 
made during this tense period and we, as a larger school community, need to listen to the 
deeper messages communicated, as difficult as that may be, and seek ways to address the 
frustration that resulted in the anger expressed by some. We must recover the respectful 
and thoughtful discourse that has served our district so well for many years.

Where can we go from here?

I checked in with Dave Cort and Alexa Davidson at the San Geronimo Valley 
Community Center to get their views on how we can examine the past year, work 
together to improve respect across our community and make positive improvements to 
prepare for challenges to come. Dave made two points that were particularly relevant to 
our school. First, the single factor that defines our unique school is choice, the ability of 
parents to look at programs and choose between more than one elementary school phi-
losophy for their children. Currently, that choice is between a Montessori based program 
and the Open Classroom program. The ability to choose also extends to the choice to 
attend other schools in Marin County. Dave believes that if we support choice we need to 
also understand that this choice may lead some parents, and their children, away from our 
district. We, as a school administration, need to respect that choice and, at the same time, 
expand our efforts to ensure that we address the needs and educational goals of as many 
Valley families as possible. Dave’s second point was that the past 17 months have been 
hard, extremely difficult for many families. People have lost jobs, families have struggled 
with children at home while still trying to work, families have been stressed to find safe 
solutions for their aging parents. We all need to be compassionate, to understand the 
difficulties others are experiencing and to seek ways to support each and every member 
of our community without demonizing individuals or judging their positions on today’s 
issues. We need to improve our communications across the Valley.

Alexa Davidson grew up in Lagunitas and is no stranger to Valley controversies. She 
came to the Community Center while completing a masters degree in Non Profit 
Administration. Among other responsibilities Alexa, together with our principal Laura 
Shain, has been at the forefront of working to increase equity throughout the Valley and 
in our schools. Alexa sees our community as unique in the overall level of involvement 
people share in many aspects of Valley life. She stresses that Valley residents are accus-
tomed to having input, to being part of the decision process. To make this grass roots 
democracy function we all need to feel an ongoing mutual responsibility for our commu-
nity. From her perspective, and I agree strongly on this point, the Valley is rapidly chang-
ing; our demographics are changing, our families are changing, the way our parents inter-
act with our school changes. To be effective moving forward, from the school perspective, 
we need to continually work to build respectful effective communication. We need to 
reaffirm the core values for our school and how parents can interact effectively and feel 
heard, even during a pandemic. 

I fully support activities that will move us toward this goal. As an individual school board 
member I am very open to listening to our parent groups and am happy to attend par-
ent meetings or talk individually with parents and all community members. I think that 
every member of our school board feels the same way. I believe that as a district we should 
make a strong effort to reconnect with the families that we serve. In more than 20 years 
with our district I have not worked with a principal as well prepared to do just that as 
Laura Shain. Despite the incredible workload that our administration has shouldered the 
past year I believe they have been exceptionally receptive to the needs of our families as a 
whole and will continue this work in the coming year as we all come back together. 
One way we can reinvigorate our parent interactions is through our future planning for 
their school district. We are in the process of renewing our Long Range Plan. The plan-
ning process started four years ago with wide ranging phone interviews across our parent 
base.  These questions asked about our district strengths, weaknesses and future direc-
tions. An outline of key interest areas was created from these interviews and brought to 
our staff and parents as it was further developed. The Long Range Plan is now a stand-
ing item on every board agenda and will be the primary topic of our yearly board retreat 
this summer. Progress on the plan is highlighted on our school website homepage and 
the school board plans to update our progress on the plan after our retreat. I hope that 
this might be one opportunity for increased parent communication and involvement in 
the process of running our school district. I hope that parents will take this opportunity 
to better understand how our school district operates, to offer their ideas and energy on 
how it can best move forward and to get to know, face to face, the administration, school 
board and staff that make it all happen throughout the year. And, I hope that each and 
every member of our school board and administration will also take a step back and 
reflect on how we can best listen to the needs and challenges of each and every student 
and family in the Valley. Our future, as a progressive school district, depends on our suc-
cess as a cooperative thoughtful community.
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Thank You!
Fund Development
by Alexa Davidson Director of Development and 
Strategic Initiatives
Returning Together - Fundraising while navigating a pandemic

The generosity experienced at the Community Center during the Covid-19 pandem-
ic has been incredible and undeniable. The support from our donors, foundations, 
and Marin County allowed the Community Center to not only weather the storm 
of the past 19 months but to meet the needs of our community, offering the most 
critical safety-net services to those most impacted. From April 1, 2020 to present, 
we provided over 500,000 pounds of food at our weekly drive-through food pantry 
and we distributed over $400,000 in emergency relief grants to those most impacted 
by the pandemic. We rallied together, offering opportunities for virtual connection, 
learning, and community building, even in times of extreme uncertainty and fear. 

The support of our community residents never wavered and while we worked to 
keep our community running, you worked to keep us running. We have been 
encouraged time and time again by what is possible when we come together. 

Now, we enter a new phase of returning together. Our kids are back in school, our 
after school childcare programs are up and running, our first art show is hung in the 
galleries displaying the incredible work of the late Jackie Kirk, and we are preparing 
for our first in person events, starting with a belated celebration of Juneteenth, which 
you can read more about in other sections of this publication. We are prioritizing 
health and safety at every turn and continue to operate with cautious optimism as we 
begin planning some of our favorite fundraising events both virtually and in person. 

Check-out what we are planning and save the date for fun activities and events on 
the horizon:

September 18th, 4pm: A Virtual Council of Major Donors Appreciation Event
Our Council of Major Donors is a group of generous community members who 
contribute $750 or more to the Community Center on an annual basis. We always 
look forward to our Council Dinner at the Meadow Club and we still plan to have 
a full, in person dinner on April 30th, 2022. This Fall however we are excited to 
offer a very fun and engaging virtual wine tasting event, presented by Matthiasson 
Winery. Invitations will be sent to Council Members and every member that RSVPs 
to attend will receive two bottles of Matthiasson Wine shipped to their home. At the 
event on the 18th, we will uncork our bottles and taste along to lively talk by own-
ers and winemakers, Jill and Steve Matthiasson. This event is a way to celebrate and 
thank our Council Members for the generosity they have shown to use during these 
last two years. 

November 12, 2021, Rooster Run Golf Club, 11 am Shotgun Start: The Annual 
Golf Tournament is Back with a Veterans Day Weekend Tournament!
Supporting our Community Gym and Youth Programs, the Golf Tournament is a 
fun way to raise funds for the Center! This year we are hosting our tournament at 
Rooster Run Golf Club in Petaluma and we are looking forward to trying out a new 
course but don’t worry, all your favorite activities will remain the same. Look forward 
to golf, boxed lunches, and Hog Island Oysters, drinks, and outdoor dinner to end 
the day! We have some great sponsorship opportunities outlined on the back of the 
Stone Soup that include play and meals, check it out and register soon! 

Spring 2022: Returning Together - Annual Gala - Honoring our Frontline Heroes
While our Annual Gala is typically held in the Fall, we are not feeling prepared to 
host an in person dinner or gathering at this time based on public health risk. We 
will be hosting a Gala in Spring 2022 and more details will be coming soon! We 
can’t wait to gather our community for dancing, music, great food and wine, and 
connection. Please check out the backside of this publication for Gala Sponsorship 
opportunities!

*All in person events are subject to changes or cancellations based on public health guide-
lines

** Vaccines will be required to attend any of our in person events

Thank you to our donors for the continued support of our work! We look forward 
to navigating this next phase of returning together alongside YOU, our community! 

Community Center Wish List
If you would like to help the Center by donating any of these items or becoming 
a volunteer, please call Poko at 488-8888, ext. 250 or email pgiacomini@sgvcc.
org. We look  forward to thanking you in the next issue of Stone Soup!

The Office:
• Copy Paper • Pens • Tape • Pencils • Push Pins

The Kitchen:
• Strong volunteers to help set up and break down Food Bank
• Flatware: Forks, Spoon & Knives
• Teachers for one-time cooking class

The Loft
• Clean Large Area Rugs
• Leather Couches
• Vinyl bean bags
• Paper
• Wii Games
• AA Batteries
• PE equipment in good condition

 
Don’t forget that donations of food are always welcome at the Food Bank, so 
organize a food drive at your church, community or youth group today, and we’ll 
specially thank you in the next issue of Stone Soup!

Connect with SGVCC
       
The San Geronimo Valley Community Center’s weekly listing of events and activi-
ties is posted on our regularly updated website. Visit us at www.sgvcc.org. Email us at 
druss@sgvcc.org to join our email list.

You can also follow us on Facebook @ sangeronimovalleycommunitycenter

And Instagram @ sgvccenter
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Milestones
by Dave Cort

This Milestones article is going to focus on our own Community Center 
staff as we have had a number of transitions in our organization. I would 
like to honor the work of a number of wonderful members of our staff 
who have moved on from amazing work and accomplishments at the 
Community Center. Robin Hendrickson, who coordinated the Valley After 
School Tutoring program and was a member of our Youth Team; Jack 
Sayers, who was the Community Center’s first ever Director of Operations 
and brought super fun programming to the Community Gym; Rebecca 
Teague, who coordinated our Fund Development program and com-
munications along with being a key member of our arts and events team; 
and last but not least, my life partner Howie Cort who worked in senior 
programming, at the Community Gym and the LOFT as well as summer 
camp have all moved on from their positions at the Community Center 
into exciting new phases of their lives. We want to express our deep appre-
ciation to Robin, Jack, Rebecca, and Howie for all they brought to our 
wonderful community. I also want to thank Alyssa Gleason and Lhasa 
Yudice for supporting our Zoila’s childcare program over the past few years 
later in the afternoons. Alyssa and Lhasa are focusing their entire day on 
their fantastic West Marin Montessori Preschool students who are our 
neighbors on the San Geronimo Campus.

At the same time I would like to welcome new staff members to the 
Community Center team. Helen Ferlino joined our staff in May as our 
Finance Manager overseeing critical business and financial responsibilities 
for our Community Center; Michele McCourtney joined us in June and is 
bringing her expertise from the business sector into fund development and 
operations; Danielle Fogel who has worked in many areas in the nonprofit 
sector will be working in communications, arts and events and senior pro-
gramming; Katherine Wethington, who currently works at the school will 
be joining our after school team as will our newest staff member Samantha 
Giron. 

As we continue to reopen programming at the Community Center I hope 
you will have the opportunity to say hello to our new staff members and if 
you run into our staff members who have moved on please thank them for 
the caring work that they brought to our community.

Her husband was of Jewish decent, whose family had been killed during the 
Holocaust. A handsome and sunny natured man a bit older than Hilary. While they 
never had children, this was his second marriage which gave Hilary a step son to 
whom she was very close.

Hilary also maintained close relationships with her Irish family even though they 
were many, many miles away. Family meant everything to Hilary.

Hilary also created her own extended family after her husband died. She sold their 
Kentfield home and found a large home with land in Nicasio. She created several 
apartments which she rented to people who lived with her for many years, creating 
bonds that were so important in her life. This became her family.

Hilary also created an incredible garden which was a huge source of joy and pleasure 
to her. She supplied the San Geronimo Valley Community Center with bouquets 
of gorgeous flowers for the Senior Lunches and various events and made copious 
amounts of jams which she loved to share with her community.

At one of these art openings Hilary and I got to talking and she found out that I 
taught acrylic painting. She had painted on and off all her life and was delighted 
to join our classes. She thoroughly loved painting portraits of her grand nieces and 
nephews and sending them off back to Ireland so that all her family knew how 
much they meant to her.

I saw Hilary last Friday, two days before she passed. She actually looked much better 
than when I saw her the week before, she was taking medication which helped with 
the anxiety and pain. Pain that was all encompassing. She told me that she was on 
“Hospice to Live”, which I thought was a wonderful attitude. We worked on com-
pleting a painting she had started before the Pandemic. Luckily, we completed it, 
which pleased her immensely. We talked about what she would like to start next, a 
portrait of another great, great niece. 

Just before the Pandemic hit Hilary had sold her house and moved to a much small-
er more manageable place in Novato with her dog Hula, bringing with her all her 
potted plants and creating yet again another magical garden. She felt very fortunate 
to have found this spot and she continued to be surrounded by the family she had 
created and her dear friends. 

We were all lucky to have known this spunky vibrant woman with a great sense of 
humor, she will be missed.

With Respect continued from page 5

Support Your Community Center
• Make a monthly contribution

• Contribute stocks, bonds, real estate or a vehicle

• Make a planned gift to the Community Center through your estate planning.

To donate, visit www.sgvcc.org 
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Arts & Events 

Friday September 24, 7-8 pm, of Every 4th Friday

Kate’s Café on Zoom

Host: Juliette Valente
For 25 years Kate Wolf ’s Cafe Open Mic was the place for incredible music 
and connection at the Community Center. Juliette Valente will be hosting the 
virtual Kate’s Cafe ZOOM space to musicians, poets, and more. Come to share, 
come to listen. We are really hoping to move this from virtual to live this Fall.

For information contact host Juliette Valente: j.valente@comcast.net 

Monday, September 27, 6-7 pm  Every 4th Monday

Artists Film Night Discussion
Made You Look: A True Story of Fake Art

Filmmaker Barry Avrich chronicles the events of the largest art fraud in 
American history, when the Knoedler and Company, the oldest art gallery in 
New York, unwittingly purchased and sold fake works by famed artists includ-
ing Mark Rothko, Jackson Pollock and Andy Warhol and numerous others 
Made You Look is an American crime documentary set in the super rich, super 
obsessed and super-fast art world of New York.

Watch the film on Netflix then join us on Zoom to enjoy rich film conversation.

Hosts: Debra Amerson and Larry Rippee

Streaming on Netflix: https://www.netflix.com/title/81406333

Sunday, September 12th, 3-5 pm

Juneteenth in West Marin: 
A Celebration of Freedom 

Cabaret Underground in conjunction with the International Day of Peace 
Festival and the San Geronimo Valley Community Center is proud to present 
Juneteenth in West Marin: A Celebration of Freedom 

For the very first time in History ‘Juneteenth’ will be commemorated in San 
Geronimo Valley in Marin County. Juneteenth is traditionally celebrated on June 
19th. Due to Covid restrictions we postponed our earlier scheduled event.

Juneteenth in West Marin promises to be educational, informative and entertaining. 

Here’s the line-up of participants for this long awaited historic event:

MC Chauncey Roberts

Ancestral Libation by the 
United Sun Drums of 
Urban African Ensemble

Black National Anthem 
‘Lift Every Voice’ Janice 
Maxie Reid

History of Juneteenth by 
June Farmer

‘We Shall Overcome & 
Rise’, an original rap with  
Osiezhe GJ Bramah and 
Sharika Gregory  

The History of Marin City by Florence Williams. The story of Marin City’s 
History in Marin County, from the life experiences of one of the dignitaries and 
pillars of the community.

‘The Mo’, created by Franklin Hall  with Chauncey Roberts —An original 
poetic writing that shares the historical story when the Fillmore District of San 
Francisco was systematically destroyed by urban renewal, during the decades of 
the 1950s and 1960s; causing a Diaspora to descend upon the residents of that 
community.

‘Change Gonna’ Come’ by Art is Health Jazz & Soul Band—featuring Janice 
Maxie Reid

‘Tribute to Dr. Maya Angelou, Excerpts’ featuring Dr. Mwanza Furaha, Gail 
Muldrow on Guitar and Carlton Carey on Drums with special guest Richard 
Howell on Sax.

The Mask, I know Why the Caged Bird Sing/Run Joe, On the Pulse of Morning 
and Phenomena Woman.

‘OH LA DE DA’- Cast & Audience  with the Art is Health Jazz & Soul Band 
Please note:  requires that all in person attendees present proof of vaccination. 
Masks must be worn indoors at all times.

Tickets: $10 Adults/ Children 12 & under FREE. Tickets available at  
juneteenthinwestmarin.eventbrite.com

A portion of the proceeds will be donated to ‘Women Helping All People 
Scholastic Academy Ensemble’ and ‘Just Armour “Just Give Love Skate”’ in 
Marin City, California.

Saturday, September 11th at 7 pm

The International Day of Peace Festival  
presents a Community Film Night: Stay Human
The San Geronimo Valley Community Center and the San Geronimo Community 
Presbyterian Church are hosting a FREE virtual screening of Michael Franti’s film, 
STAY HUMAN. Watch with us via ZOOM as musician Michael Franti shares 
inspiring stories of people who have chosen to overcome cynicism with opti-
mism and hope. In lieu of tickets, donations are requested to benefit VERG (San 
Geronimo Valley Emergency Group). In addition, a generous donor is offering to 
match up to $2500 for donations to VERG made as part of this screening. Register 
for the Zoom link at communityfilmnightstayhuman.eventbrite.com

Saturday September 18th, 10 am-2 pm

Artist Supplies Giveaway Day!
The Center will be offering free art materials to the community. 

Watercolor paper, etching plates, clay, crayons, picture frames, drawing paper, 
construction paper, marking pens (even artwork ) and much more will be avail-
able on Saturday 18th at this outdoor event.

Tables will be stationed throughout the parking lot to ensure social distancing.  
All participants are required to wear masks. Come join us !

Dr. Maya Angelou



Visual Arts 
by Larry Rippee
The center continues to do the pandemic dance—
two steps forward, one step back. We plan future 
events—music concerts, art exhibits, a peace fes-
tival—and find that Covid-19 continues to be a 
mitigating circumstance. 

But we carry on. 

We are currently hosting our first gallery show in real time since the pandemic 
shutdown of March 2020: The Jackie Kirk Memorial Exhibit. Jackie was a very 
special artist and I was proud of the shows that she and I presented at the Center 
over the years. (You can read more about Jackie in the adjacent tribute).

September has been our traditional month for the annual International Day of 
Peace Festival. This year, our 7th annual (!), we’re planning a series of peace-
themed events throughout the month including a virtual screening of Michael 
Franti’s film Stay Human, activities in conjunction with the Lagunitas School 
District and a Juneteenth in West Marin celebration (the event was cancelled early 
this year) promises to be a remarkable event with music, historical presentations 
and poetry.

Anne Pennypacker was the subject of our Virtual Artist Salon in June. After a 
summer hiatus we returned with the Jackie Kirk exhibit featured this September. 
We will host a virtual tour of Jackie's show on September 10th.

While we navigate the viral seas we plan to offer a mix of virtual and ‘real-time-
real-life’ events. It’s my hope to be able to schedule more art exhibits through the 
rest of the year with limited viewing hours for the time being. Please look for our 
updates in our weekly email newsletters and social media postings.

I hope to have a different, more promising, story to tell in our next quarterly issue.
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Passion for Peace
by Ted Wright
As we approach September 21st, the International Day of Peace and Fall Equinox, I 
enjoy reflecting upon the past six years of honoring and celebrating this global event 
in our own community. True to its can-do capability, the community center and 
its world- class volunteer base has created with these events a rich smorgasbord of 
music, art and connection with the world of peacemakers, local or otherwise, who 
indeed have much wisdom and inspiration to share. In the course of the live events 
as well as last year’s zoom event, we’ve explored many of the spokes of the wheel of 
peace, including social justice, non-violent communication, environmental initia-
tives, inner awareness and Marin’s ties to the first days of the United Nations. And 
dancing at sundown to cool bands amidst a lot of smiles brought sweet closes to our 
Peace Day festivals.

The peace themed art exhibits Larry Rippee has curated to accompany the festivals 
have been amazing simply for the emotion, dialogue and introspection they inspired 
in the viewers. 

What does peace look like? Imagine trying to create a drawing or painting that some-
how depicts peace. Something that is not anti-war. It’s a challenge to visually express 
peace as a feeling or an action that is a presence not an absence. I have to smile when 
I think about all those artists just thinking about peace. Sorry, it’s my passion.

How our world has changed since those first fests, and how much easier it is to see 
from our current perspective that hope is such a fundamental need, especially for our 
children! It’s some kind of wonderful that San Geronimo/Lagunitas School(s) have 
been able in recent years, to initiate their own involvement with peace awareness, 
joining a growing legion of schools nationwide that now see the benefit, or down-
right necessity, of having fun peace-centric activities in their curriculum. Perhaps 
watch a few short films streaming online on The International Day of Peace. Or 
make their own film. For a child to discover early, something of his or her innate 
value and tangible inner friend and resources is huge! Peace 101, is pretty much 
completely missing from previous decades of most school curriculums. No point in 
blaming I guess, as the post-war industrial public school template most of us have 
abided was missing that bit of education from the get-go. Hurray for evolution! We 
need a tide of hope.

We can all be students of peace, mobile 101, whenever and however we can.

I find it’s the gift that keeps rocking. Have we ever considered that it just might be 
looking for us? In any case, however we court, honor and celebrate peace and our 
diversity, our efforts will never go unrewarded. 

Jackie Kirk (1929-2021)
Well-known Marin County artist and teacher Jackie Kirk has passed away peace-
fully, surrounded by family, on May 22 following a stroke. She was 91. 

Jackie is best known for The Face of AIDS, her portrait series of 50 paint-
ings (25 pairs of subject and artist), which debuted in a one-woman show at 
the Achenbach Gallery, California Palace of the Legion of Honor, in 1991. 
Subsequently, selected pieces from the series have been widely exhibited, includ-
ing at the Duke University Museum of Art, The Butler Institute of American 
Art, and the National Museum of Women in the Arts, as well as many California 
venues. In 1996, the creation of the portrait series was documented in Witness: 
The Artist’s Vision in “The Face of AIDS” (Pomegranate Artbooks, 1996) as well 
as a video with the painter.

Born in Oakland in 1929, Jackie grew up in both Minnesota and California. At 
age 12, she received a scholarship to attend art classes at the Walker Art Center 
in Minneapolis. “There,” she said, “I saw The Scream by Edvard Munch, and I 
didn’t feel so alone. Edvard Munch had a way of speaking his own personal truth 
that touched me and changed the way I felt forever.” 

She attended the University of Minnesota, and later earned a bachelor’s degree 
in Fine Art, as well as a teaching credential, from Sonoma State.  She went on 
to teach for many years in a range of public and private settings, including U.C. 
Berkeley Extension in Santa Cruz, the College of Marin, Dominican University 
of California, the Vacaville Alternative Continuation School, San Quentin’s 
Death Row, private lessons and retreats in Tahiti and Paris. Teaching for Jackie 
was a conscious act of social commitment and a way to underscore her belief in 
the importance of art in everyday life. She was able to free the creativity within 
her students, and touched many people deeply, she was beloved by students and 
friends. 

Jackie’s perennial curiosity and experimentation with diverse artistic techniques 
and genres led to accomplishments in portraiture, landscape, still life, abstract 
paintings, as well as monoprints and etchings, painted Polaroid’s and several art-
ists’ books. She was amazingly prolific, working continually until the time of her 
death. She said once, “I have drawers, closets, ceiling shelves, and storerooms 
filled with my art in every visual discipline. I have sculpted, thrown, etched, 
drawn and painted everything the eye can see.”  Readers are invited to view the 
outstanding range of her work on the website, jackiekirk.com and contact family 
from the contact page of that website.

In 1982, Jackie gained recognition for her controversial series, “Paintings of 
the Elderly,” which featured portraits of her students in Marin County nurs-
ing homes. Jackie credited the series with demonstrating the ability of her art to 
deeply affect others, to evoke the often-harsh realities we share as human beings. 
Her work gained both acclaim and censure, admiration and fear. 

In her artist’s statement about The Face of AIDS for the California Palace of the 
Legion of Honor, Jackie wrote, “Perhaps some people may approach this show 
with fear. They may think it is about death. It is not. I am painting courage and 
strength. It is, above all, about life.” 

Predeceased by husband, artist Philip Rosenfeld, Jackie is survived by her 
daughter, Bobbi Wilson, and son, Tom Kirk, and granddaughters Sophia Kirk, 
Amanda Lincoln, and Winona Wagner. 
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Reflections
by Suzanne Sadowsky

Reflections on Friendship

On a wall in my office, printed in calligraphy on heavy parchment paper is a framed 
piece of writing. Many decades ago it was sent to me as a gift from the widow of a 
good friend after he passed away in his mid 40’s. Tom and I had worked together in 
New York City at the Department of Labor in the 1960s. He was Maronite Catholic 
of Lebanese descent and I was a young Jewish woman from Brooklyn. We shared 
many good laughs and many serious conversations about life, religion and politics. 
The writing on my wall is an Arabian proverb: 

“A friend is one to whom one may pour out all the contents of one’s heart, chaff  
and grain together, knowing that the gentlest of hands will take and sift it, keep  

what is worth keeping and with the breath of kindness blow the rest away.” 

Some friends are friends forever. Even after they have gone. They are the people who 
can look into your soul. You can tell them anything. There are no filters. There is no 
judgement, just presence. They are here for you. Deep love. Trust. Total acceptance. 
That is not to say that there is total agreement or complicity with whatever you have 
said or done. In fact, friends are there to ask you the most difficult of questions, to 
understand who you are at the deepest level of your thoughts and feelings. When 
there is trouble in your life they show up. And when there is laughter they are there 
also. And when they think you have something to learn that you might not have 
thought about, they are there to teach you, to comfort you, to offer solace in times of 
pain or loss, to offer insight and hope. 

A friend once wisely said to me that old friends are witnesses to our lives. They often 
know and understand us better than we know ourselves. They remember and remind 
us of things that we have forgotten. 

 I couple of years ago I lost my best life-long friend Esther. Our birthdays were 10 
days apart. We became friends when she moved to my neighborhood in Brooklyn. 
We were both 11 years old and in the 6th grade at P.S. 230. She passed away two and 
a half years ago when she was 83. Esther was my forever best friend. She still is and 
always will be. She was also the best friend to her husband Harvey and to her three 
children -- and probably countless other people who I don’t and will never know. She 
was that kind of a loving, kind empathic and generous person. 

Esther went to the University of Michigan and then to graduate school at Harvard 
for her doctorate in Clinical Psychology. Her thesis was on post-hypnotic suggestion. 
She and Harvey and their young children settled inn Yellow Springs, Ohio where they 
both established successful careers: Harvey teaching American and Holocaust studies 
at Wittenberg University and Esther as a Clinical Psychologist. 

During her lifetime Esther dealt with a number of serious health problems: insulin 
dependent adult-onset diabetes when she was 35, and then in her late 40s she developed 
ocular melanoma which thirty years later had metastasized. She was given a prognosis of 
just six months, but through her courage, independent research, and determined advo-
cacy she was able to be included in a series clinical trials at research hospitals all over the 
United States. She beat all the odds and lived for 15 more years. Esther I and spoke on 
the phone every few weeks. We saw each other almost every year. 

Nowadays, in my mid-80s most of the early witnesses to my life are gone. Many a 
day I wish *I could pick up the phone and call Esther about a book or an article a 
movie. I think of what we would we say to each other? What would we laugh about?

I have 398 friends on Facebook. And believe me, I am very grateful for all of them I 
play Words with Friends every day and I get birthday wishes from many FB friends – 
some I’m not sure I’ve ever met in real life. Facebook friends are wonderful but they 
are not the same as a friend friend—someone to whom I can “pour out the contents 
of my heart”. 

I live alone. Many cherished old friends have passed away. It’s not so easy to make 
new friends at my age, but I have been able to make some new real friends in the past 
10 years. Many are younger, but some new friends are old like me. My new younger 
friends are a lot smarter and quicker than I, and they are sources of much needed 
information about technology, changing gender roles, new slang, idioms and memes.
 
My new older friends are priceless gifts. We share our life stories together and the 
times we have lived through. They teach me how to live life to its fullest, gracefully 
growing older and to accept the limitations that our aging bodies and minds are pre-
senting us with. They are sources of great wisdom and strength, insight and loving 
kindness. They are a source of living history—we validate our respective memories of 
things past. 

There have been some days, especially during this past year when I felt withdrawn, 
days when I isolate myself and feel that I don’t take an effort to be in touch. Like 
my garden, I feel most alive when I use my days, my precious time, to cultivate my 
friendships new ones and old ones. Like the plants growing in my garden this sum-
mer, my friends need to be cared for and cultivated if they are to grow and thrive. We 
will look to see the new seedlings and perennials that will begin to sprout again next 
Spring.

continued on page 17

Guess Who's Turning 50!
by Amy Valens
50 years ago just about now, parents had put the finishing touches for a very unusu-
al classroom on the Lagunitas School District’s San Geronimo campus. They had 
worked all summer to transform the school’s library so that it could accommodate a 
group of 28 kindergarten through third grade students. Sandy Dorward, along with 
her student teacher/colleague Judy Voets and those very involved parents, would 
build on that she had been doing in her single-grade classroom, drawing on a pro-
gressive philosophy in line with so much that was happening societally at that pivot-
al moment. They were creating a multi-age, parent participation learning experience 
where students had a much bigger say in their education: the Open Classroom. As 
that program enters its 50th year, it’s time to celebrate!

A planning group of Open alumni from across the years has been meeting this sum-
mer and some great ideas are coming together. While we are still determining the 
specific date, our first event will be on October 16, noon to 4, an Open Classroom 

Day of Play--Open alums sharing some of their favorite Hands, Body and Heart 
activities with the community. Kristy Arroyo will lead us in adding more to the 
ceramic hand mural that was erected at the 25th anniversary of the program. Jasper 
Thelin will make sure there are Open-style “New Game” outdoor activities for all 
ages. Kira Thelin and Susan Chavez will have dancing going on. Larry Nigro may 
even lead a bird walk.

The story of the Open is, of course, a complex story. As the year goes on people will 
be able to visit a blog on http://lagunitasopenclassroom.com where Open communi-
ty members will be posting reminiscences, and other events will be listed. We already 
have a Facebook group: Lagunitas Open Classroom 50th Anniversary Celebration 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/589344468581348. April will bring an Open 
alumni art show at the Community Center, and the Big Event—a time to gather as 
many of us as possible, with music, dancing, videos, good food and good fellowship. 
If you are interested in helping make all this happen, get in touch with Amy Valens 
amyLvalens@comcast.net

Pictured in the first Class (parentheses indicate someone whose 
identity still escapes us, and we still have one last name missing):

Top row: Sandy Dorward, Joe Soeth, (?) Mike Brown, Chris 
Graham, Andrew Giacomini, Matt Brown, Erik Meade, Marc 
Edwards, Kevin Meade Middle row: Wendy Whelan, John Miller, 
Nancy Scott, Greg Raddue, Kate Edmiston, Victoria__ Sean 
Mattson 

Bottom row: Jessica Crummy, Heather Dorward, Erin Moore, 
Cathy Peterson, Margaret Dorward, Plessie Metzler, Kristy 
Muhic, Rene Berardi, Kristin Long, Jennifer Graham Front: 
Colin Wilson, and Todd Berardi
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Wilderness Calls
by Paul Berensmeier

Choosing Earth

Sometimes . . . unexpectedly . . . you meet that person . . . that 
someone special . . . at the right time in your life . . . at the right time in the world’s 
life.  So it was . . . it happened . . . and suddenly I wrote:

Earth . . . our mother . . . everything we’ve ever done in life . . . everything we’ve ever 
dreamed of doing in life . . . is due to the greatest mother . . . our Mother Earth.

So . . . we need to start thinking differently . . . outside the box . . . outside of our little 
individual worlds . . . in order to save the big one.

We need to hear her cries . . . heed her message . . . and recognize the big clues she’s 
been giving us since 2020.

It is time . . . it is here . . . it is now.

It’s not stop everything we’re doing . . . or dramatically quit your job and start a whole 
new life journey.  But it is a special call to begin focalizing our intention . . . to set our 
energy in motion . . . to grow an awareness among all peoples of the earth . . . to turn 
onto the same path . . . in our own special way . . . towards a better future . . . one 
small step at a time . . .  so that it will grow and grow and eventually save our greatest 
mother of all.

Yes . . . we have not been taking that first small step that sets the whole thing in 
motion.  Well . . . for me it was that chance meeting . . . guiding me to watch the new 
eye-opening film called “Choosing Earth” by two of our local Valleyites!  It depicts our 
earth’s cries . . . yet it’s full of positivity and hope and how we can make a difference.

Watching “Choosing Earth” was my first small step on that path . . . this is my second 
. . . a request for you to also take that step and watch “Choosing Earth” . . . and then 
take your second step by passing it on too!  Let’s all begin joining together for a great 
common purpose . . . we have the personnel . . . we have the technology . . . we have 
the wisdom . . . we can do something . . . something for our greatest mother of all . . . 
our Mother Earth.

Editors note: To see this extraordinary film visit “choosingearth.org”. The website also depicts 
an excellent accompanying book by the same title (“Choosing Earth”). The book is offered 
free in support of the earth.

Dirt First
by Will McQuilkin
Earthworms are fascinating. A fellow gardener once told me 
that all of the world’s topsoil has been worked three times 
over by the world’s worm population, and they’re not done 
yet! Having no eyes or lungs, earthworms breathe through 

their skin. All earthworms are both male and female, given that all individuals 
are able to generate eggs and sperm. What radical beings!

But drought damages earthworms, because they need water for many of their 
prime functions. For instance, they use water in the soil to help them generate 
their signature slimy mucus membrane, which helps them easily slide through 
the soil. When the ground gets too dry, worms cope by going into “estiva-
tion” — a prolonged dormancy that helps them conserve water and wait out 
dry conditions. During estivation, worms wrap themselves into a tight knot 
to reduce their contact with the dry soil, and then seal themselves in a tight 
mucus-chamber that helps maintain their moisture level while they wait for 
water. 

If the soil gets too dry for too long, worms die out and decompose into 
the soil. However, they are incredibly resilient, and can sustain weeks-long 
estivation periods during drought with little or no lasting consequences. A 
Colorado study found that worms can survive a least three weeks without 
water being added to their soil, and still maintain their size and weight after 
estivation. 

To preserve earthworm communities in your garden during this year’s 
drought, make sure to mulch any and all exposed soil with a three inch layer 
or compost, woodchip, rice-straw, or any combination of the three. This will 
help the soil retain moisture, which worms can then use to keep on producing 
that rich mucus layer, and glide smoothly through your garden. 

Worms also love organic matter, so adding lots of garden waste and kitchen 
scraps to your garden or compost will help worms survive the drought and 
continue benefiting from a symbiotic relationship with your healthy soil. A 
healthy smattering of dead leaves, rotting wood and a banana peel or two will 
make your worms wriggle with appreciation. 

Lagunitas School 
Library 
by Jean Berensmeier 
 
This photo is all that is left of the original Lagunitas School Library built in 
the 1920's, adjacent to the old Lagunitas School (currently the Community 
Center). Wilderness Way (WW) teacher Paul Berensmeier is seen standing 
next to it, just prior to its demolition. Regretfully, it was built on the edge 
of Larsen Creek, home to spawning Coho Salmon and Steelhead Trout, long 
before building codes that prevented creek side construction. When school 
enrollment increased the school district expanded Lagunitas School and later 
built San Geronimo School—each with new library space. The old library 
was abandoned. It became storage for paint and building materials. We fondly 
recall the old library's "rebirth" with funds donated by WW and the carpen-
try skills of long time board trustee Richard Sloan and his "crew" at the turn 
of the century. We named it the Environmental Education Center—the first 
home of Wilderness Way and shared it with the Planning Group and SPAWN. 
All three users gradually moved on during the next decade into expanded 
facilities elsewhere. Time passed and in 2020 SPAWN, in partnership with the 
School Dist., got a grant, demolished the deteriorating old library and restored 
the Larsen Creek creekside habitat. Result? Happy creek! Happy fish! 
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In Spirit Flexes its Muscles
Margaret Meade, anthropologist, declared that the first sign of civilization was a 
healed femur because that meant people cared for that injured person. In Spirit 
is an excellent example of that: in 1982, when Aneice Taylor was injured during 
a mudslide and became quadriplegic, the valley community came together and 
built her a wheelchair accessible house. 

She went on to start In Spirit, which helps keep quadriplegics at home. Caring 
for our clients and their welfare continues, and we’ve made sure that the heart we 
felt from Aneice continues: recently, we found out one of our clients was in an 
emergency situation, our board flexed its muscles and collectively stepped up to 
address the situation.
We found alternative caregivers; conducted a Zoom meeting with the client and 
her trusted caregivers; and used our experience to create a new kind of advocacy. 

As board president for 20 years, my efforts are largely to strengthen the organiza-
tional structure so that In Spirit can continue through the next decades. It feels 
heartwarming to work with the board of 8—including Deva Wheeler, Aneice's 
daughter, and our newest member, Kiersten Kotaka, another valley resident. 
We’re looking for younger, working board members. If you feel so moved, please 
call 415-488-0477 or email inspirit1@comcast.net so we can explore options. For 
more information or to make a donation, see our website, www.inspirit-marin.org.

The River Otter Ecology Project
Artists, Poets, Photographers, you have one more month to enter our 
Competition/Fundraiser! Enter your work on our website, www.riverotterecology.
org. All the information you need for this all-online fun, creative, and safe event 
is there. Our theme is Water, the 
contest is open to all ages, amateur 
and professional categories, we are 
offering professional judges includ-
ing John Muir Laws, Camille Dungy, 
Jaymi Heimbuch, and Jouko van 
der Kruijssen. There will be prizes, 
and the winning entrants may make 
a short video to be shown at the 
online Awards Ceremony. Entry is 
free for youth under 18, and there 
is a small fee for adults. All proceeds 
benefit River Otter Ecology Project’s 
education and community science 
programs.

San Geronimo Valley Emergency Fund
The San Geronimo Valley Emergency Fund has been serving our community 
since 2001! We are dedicated to provide financial assistance to qualifying appli-
cants who are experiencing financial hardship due to unforeseen circumstances. 
sis. Our board decides awards on a case by case basis. We are here to serve the 
residents of the four villages of the San Geronimo Valley.

Over the past year we awarded more than 25 grants to the residents of our com-
munity. Unfortunately we aren't able to hold our Jazz on the Lawn Fundraiser 
again this year. However, the board is extremely grateful to our wonderful donors 
for their generosity without whose support we would be unable to help those in 
need. Be safe and stay well...

San Geronimo Valley Lions

Being forced to cancel both the 2021 January Crab Feed and the July 4th events, 
the San Geronimo Valley Lions Club is looking forward to bringing these 
popular community events back to the Valley. They say absence makes the heart 
grow fonder, and we really missed hosting these rich events! Winter just didn’t 
feel the same without free-flowing crab and beer, and the 4th lacked a certain 
charm without all of the ranch events. Within the club we can’t wait to go back 
to our fun monthly meetings at The Two Bird. With a new appreciation of what 
constitutes a community and the gathering of people within it, our club feels 
like it might have a new perspective on Valley life. Our first meeting of the year 
happens in September and it’s an excellent time to join the club! Give back, get 
involved, and have fun! Join the San Geronimo Valley Lions! Sean 488-0460

Gan HaLev
A New Year and a New Beginning 

This year Gan HaLev – the Jewish Congregation in the San Geronimo Valley will 
be holding in-person High Holiday services at various outdoor locations. The 
10-day High Holiday Days of Awe begins earlier this year, on Monday, September 
6 which is Labor Day. Services this year will be lay led and will be shorter than in 
previous years. This will be year 5782 according to the Jewish calendar.

These are the locations and times for the gatherings:

Rosh Hashannah
• Monday, September 6, 4-6 pm  in the courtyard of the San Geronimo Valley 

Community Center.
• Tuesday, September 7, 11am -2pm Samuel P. Taylor Park public Picnic area 

(plan to pay for parking)
• Morning service, potluck lunch, Tashlich. If you are staying for the lunch 

bring a dish and beverage to share and your own plates, cups and utensils.

Yom Kippur 
• Samuel P. Taylor Park Irving Group Picnic area 
• Irving Group picnic entrance is a half mile east of the main entrance on the 

north side of Sir Francis Drake Blvd. There is available free parking at the 
site. 

• Wednesday, September 16, 4-6pm Erev Yom Kippur –Kol Nidre 
• Thursday, September 17, 10:30 am – 12:30 pm, Yizkor at 1:30 pm 

For all gatherings, please bring your own chair, as there will be limited available 
seating. 

San Geronimo Childcare Center
San Geronimo Childcare Center is excited to begin the 2021-22 school year 
with full enrollment in the Chickadee (Toddlers 18 – 36 months) and Bluebird/
Redbird (3-5 years) classrooms. Imaginative, constructive, and child-centered play 
are supported, enabling each child to unfold at his/her own pace. This summer 
there has been a lot of creative crate construction: building homes, towers, air-
planes and pirate ships. Individual and cooperative art projects, using a variety of 
materials have added color and beauty to our classrooms. Interested in learning 
more? Contact us at 415-488-4655.

Preschoolers built a milk crate airplane, complete with food service. When asked where 
they were going, they chorused “Target!” Photo by Margaret Krauss

San Geronimo Valley Planning Group
The Planning Group does not have membership meet-
ings during July and August, as per our Bylaws. However, 
the Steering Committee does continue to meet, currently 
remotely via Zoom, and is working on issues that affect San 
Geronimo Valley residents. These include:

• Seeking and providing comment to the County on the 
latest proposed Streamside Conservation Area (SCA) 
ordinance.

• Reviewing the status of the current efforts to resolve a decades-long problem 
with septic issues in the Woodacre Flats area.

• Progress in an effort to have the County continue their maintenance of a 
public street in Woodacre and remove the concrete-filled barrel blocking the 
road.

• Decide the best use of the property that the Planning Group owns at the 
northeast corner of Central Avenue and Park Street in Woodacre 

We are the only Valley membership environmental organization that meets 
monthly and produces a newsletter. Visit our website at www.SGVPG.org Join 
and/or donate today!

Community Organization Updates
The organizations on pages 14 and 15 are community based groups or groups who serve the San Geronimo Valley and Nicasio communities. Many of these organizations attend 
Healthy Community Collaborative meetings which generally take place on the second Wednesday of each month from 3:30 pm to 5:00 pm. San Geronimo Valley and Nicasio 

organizations are invited to submit a short update on their work, as well as a photo. Each organization is responsible for the content and accuracy of their submission. The 
Community Center does not exercise editorial control of these submissions. If your organization is interested in submitting an update please email druss@sgvcc.org
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Valley Emergency Readiness Group (VERG)
Inspired Neighbors act to make their neighborhood safer. 

VERG Neighborhood Leaders Bob and Avis Licht knew their neighbors were 
concerned about neighborhood fire hazards, and everyone agreed that private 
property and common areas needed cleanup.
 
Inspired by their involvement in Firewise, they took the initiative to coordinate 
the cleanup of vegetation and clearing overhanging tree limbs. Knowing that it 
was more efficient to do all the work at once instead of neighbors working indi-
vidually, they organized a crew to do the entire area in a day. For private property, 
homeowners paid separately, common areas costs were divided equally.
 
The project took advantage of the free chipper day to eliminate costs for chip-
ping and hauling. The resulting fee for common area cleanup was nominal, and 
the work done for individual homeowners was far less expensive because of their 
planning and coordination.
 
Now, thanks to Bob and Avis, Salix Ave is cleared of dead grass, branches, poison 
ivy, growth around propane tanks, and scotch broom, and there are no branches 
hanging over the road. It has never looked better or been safer. Everyone is thrilled.
 
Learn more about how VERG and Firewise can support action in your neighbor-
hood at: sgverg.org/firewise.

SGV Stewards
Marin County moves forward with a new Stream Conservation Area Ordinance 
(SCAO). The County calendared: Sept 7 release of draft ordinance and begin 
public comments; October 25 Planning Commission hearing; December 7 Board 
of Supervisors hearing. 
 
SGVStewards leadership is participating in meetings with Marin County staff and 
a professional facilitator hired by the County. We are reviewing a tentative non-
public draft of the proposed ordinance and other materials. 
 
We are particularly concerned about fire prevention and defensible space around 
homes. One goal should be maintaining our mature oak trees and redwoods, 
while thinning fire-prone shrubs and separating tree canopies that spread wildlfire. 
 
We are also exploring government assistance for the various reports and certifications 
that the new ordinance will require for ordinary home repairs and improvements. 
 
Visit our website for updates: www.sgvstewards.com

San Geronimo Valley Affordable Housing Assoc.
Much gratitude to San Geronimo Valley and Marin County community members 
who joined us on Zoom the evening of August 26 for a night of learning around 
the topic of Junior Accessory Dwelling Units (JADUs.) JADUs are an exciting and 
low impact way for home owners to earn added income while creating an afford-
able rental for their community. We hosted experts from Marin County govern-
ment, affordable housing experts from West Marin, and West Marin community 
members who had created JDUs in their homes on the hour long Zoom August 
26. Homeowners were excited to learn about the streamlined process for creat-
ing JADU units by converting an existing bedroom in their home into a studio 
apartment. Marin County provides zero interest deferred loans of up to $55,000 
for homeowners who pledge to rent the units affordably. With a new source of 
income added for participating homeowners, JADUs truly can be a win-win for 
families as well as our community. Contact us at info@sgvaha.org to learn more!

Wilderness Way
Environmental Education

Wilderness Way (WW) is celebrating its 20th Anniversary! Happy memories 
include teaching in every program offered by the Lagunitas School District:

• Outdoors: Hiking Valley Open Space Preserves, spawning creeks and the 
Inkwells. Building/monitoring tracking boxes in the Larsen Preserve. Making/
placing salmon crossing signs in the Valley, Taylor Park and Fairfax. Creating 
Environmental and Elder videos.

• Indoors: Art, poetry; haiku, fish mobiles, a salmon quilt, flutes, shell neck-
laces, pump drills, Native American games/activities and Valley watershed 
models. 

Currently: 
• Completed major building repairs. Cleaned and reorganized the "classroom." 
• Touched up the fabulous salmon mural made by Middle-Schoolers. 
• The Book Bunch is organizing hundreds of book donations and creating a 

unique "Library" in the "breakout" room. Details coming. 
• Gave Trust for Public Land and the Coast Miwok Group a WW program 

tour and discussed collaborative projects. 
• Challenging times! What will the fall Lagunitas School Dist. program/proto-

cols be? Impacts of home schooling trend?

Woodacre Improvement Club
The brand new pool glistens. Here is one of our favorite pool member comments:
"It is absolutely gorgeous. The aesthetic choices you (the WIC) made are perfect, 
matching tile, stripes and coping to the children's pool. The water is crystal clear 
and all the craftsmanship is flawless! . . . you had the foresight to save funds for 
this and were prepared to turn the lockdown into an opportunity. BRILLIANT! " 
from DG.

Thank you DG for echoing our comments exactly! 

San Geronimo Community Presbyterian Church
SAVE THE DATE! Saturday evening, September 11, the Community Center 
and church team up to show the film, STAY HUMAN via Zoom at 7:00 pm. 
You will leave uplifted and hopeful!

NOTE: Honor pantry drive-thru has switched to ONE DAY, new time: 
Mondays from 11 to 1.

At press time, we are holding services both at church and on Zoom: at 9 am each 
Sunday, we have Morning Prayer in the patio; at 10, Bible Study on Zoom; at 11 
on the first Sunday each month, we have a hybrid service: in the Sanctuary and 
on Zoom. On the remaining Sundays, worship at 11 on Zoom. Please contact 
Pastor Kate with questions, to register for attendance, or to receive a Zoom link. 
Cell phone: 707-291-5897; email is sgpastor@att.net.

Honor Pantry team members: new day and time!

Marin County Parks
In 2012, a supermajority of Marin voters approved a quarter-cent 
sales tax to support their treasured County parks and open space. 
Over the past nine years, “Parks Measure A” provided much needed 
funds for wildfire safety, land and habitat restoration, road and trail 
management, park maintenance and improvements, land preserva-
tion, community grants, and more. Measure A has helped Parks ful-
fill our mission of preserving, protecting, and enriching the natural 
beauty of Marin, while providing outstanding recreational opportu-
nities for all people to enjoy.

“Marin Parks, Open Space and Farmland Preservation and Use Tax,” as it is 
officially called, is set to expire in 2022.  Parks Measure A was put in place for 
nine years, to help ensure priorities and budget allocations remained relevant and 
aligned with community wants and needs. This type of periodic analysis is part of 
good governance. The past few years have taught us that one measure of success is 
the ability to adapt and change.

The Marin Board of Supervisors recently directed Parks to look at extending 
Measure A, by returning it to the ballot in the June 2022 general election. This 
gives Marin residents an opportunity to assess the past nine years, and provide 
feedback that will inform a Parks Measure A ballot proposition for the future. 

If you have a few minutes, Parks could use your help. There are several ways you 
can assist. Take part in an online community survey, available in English and 
Spanish. This anonymous poll takes a short time to complete. You can also sign 
up for a conversation with the Director and General Manager of Marin County 
Parks. Links to the survey and office hours appointment calendar can be found 
on the Parks website:  marincountyparks.org. 

If you would like to learn more about what Parks has done over the past nine 
years, review the Measure A annual reports, also available on the Parks website. 

Thank you in advance, for telling us what you think. It’s a simple way to help 
shape the future, while celebrating the natural beauty that makes Marin an 
extraordinary place to live, work and play.
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Movie Muse
by Peter Oppenheimer

Hats off to the San Geronimo Community Center’s 
monthly Artist’s Film Night, during which films are 
screened (with a “temporary” virtual version being hosted 
during this public health crisis), featuring documentary 
films which highlight a boggling variety of art and artists 
along with the impact of their various creations The July 
film was The Music of Strangers: Yo Yo Ma and the Silk 
Road Ensemble. 

When I got the email announcing it, I was reminded how much I had been 
moved by that movie when I saw it 5 years ago. I wanted to write about it then, 
but before the Stone Soup deadline, some other world cinema gem must have 
knocked my socks off. Upon re-watching it now, I find its relevance and reso-
nance have only increased. And the musical magic of the moment captured here 
seems even more thrilling. 

The Music of Strangers both explores and expresses music as a universal language, 
capable of conveying emotions just as surely as can words in poetry and literature. 
The Silk Road Ensemble was the brainchild of world renown cellist, Yo Yo Ma, 
and conceived as an experimental coming together in a workshop of 60 incred-
ibly talented musicians from around the globe, representatives of wildly different 
traditions and genres to see “what would happen when a group of musicians meet 
as strangers.” 

Those strangers, under the name of Silk Road Ensemble, went on to record six 
albums, win seventeen grammys and perform in front of nearly two million peo-
ple in 33 countries. How’s that for a universal language?

The Music of Strangers is a finely crafted and moving encapsulation of both the 
geographical and creative journeys they undertook together. As viewers, we go on 
our own intimate behind-the-scenes journey, revealing the influences, conception, 
and beginnings of the project, as well as into some of the individual backgrounds, 
creative talents and group collaborations of this international cast of musicians. 
Not unlike the band it depicts, The Music of Strangers also was nominated for 
4 grammy awards itself and has won numerous international awards since its 
release.

Yo Yo Ma, a distinctly charismatic, mysterious and calming presence, introduces 
himself and his cello to us from his living room couch. His cello music is haunt-
ingly at once other-worldly and yet strangely familiar. He reveals his playful 
nature with a story about a 6 year old boy who tells his father, “When I grow up, 
I want to be a musician,” to which the father replies, “I’m sorry son, you can’t do 
both.”

The Silk Road Ensemble evolved as an orchestra with an extreme variety of 
instruments, many of which had never before played with each other. Especially 

during their early days together, it’s pleasantly disorienting to hear them riffing off 
of each other. At times it’s a wonder how each could be so free and yet as a group 
they sound so together. Again, more evidence for music as a universal language.

The film could probably stand alone as a worthy travelogue, as we accompany the 
ensemble through such alluring locales as Venice, Damascus, Istanbul, Tehran, 
Beijing, Tokyo, San Diego, New York City and, not last, Lincoln, Nebraska. It is 
often on these layovers that we learn the back stories of the musicians and their 
cultural, musical, and political traditions and conditions. We visit mosques and 
marketplaces, villas and refugee camps. There is a lot of humanity depicted here, 
capable of evincing more than just passing interest.

Along the way there are some naysayers and some controversy. For example, there 
are purists who, not without some merit, wondered if such ventures tended to 
dilute each musical culture’s traditions and disciplines. After hearing a concert 
of the rousing results, one of the female vocalist’s mother posits, on the contrary, 
“Life means growth. In order for a culture to remain alive, it must grow.”

Another summed up the impact of the experience with the simple postulation, 
“The arts are about opening yourself to possibility. Possibility links to hope. We 
all need hope.”

Some of the musicians are singled out to share some of their more personal sto-
ries as well as what the journey of the Silk Road Ensemble has meant to them. A 
Syrian man, while the group is in his hometown of Damascus, says he has been 
reflecting on the meaning of home. “What is home? Is it the place where your 
family lives? Is it where your friends live? Is it where you grew up? Is it where you 
want to die? What I’ve come to is, it’s the place you want to contribute to with-
out having to justify it.”

As another example, one of the musicians is an exiled Iranian man who lost his 
best friend to a bomb and then two weeks later both his parents and a brother 
when their house was hit by a missile in the middle of the night. He is able to 
meet his wife only when the ensemble comes to play in Istanbul. This man, 
stricken by so much tragedy, becomes the unlikely source of one of the film’s 
most inspiring monologues:

“We have a tendency not to be appreciative of the beautiful things that surround 
us. But if you realize what you have in this life and how precious is the breath 
that you take, the water that you drink, the music, and your life and your loved 
ones around you, it’s just an enormous wealth and happiness that doesn’t have to 
have anything else to complete it. It’s complete by itself.”

Through it all and above it all, there is the music, a universal language indeed, 
capable not only of expressing emotions from tenderness and euphoria to sor-
row and outrage, but also capable of spurring us to tune ourselves to our highest 
nature and to harmonize ourselves with even those most unlike us.

The Music of Strangers is currently available to watch free with ads on Vudu or for 
rent without ads from a number of content providers online. Now hear this.
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Tonight’s Sky (Sept-Nov)
by Rich Lohman
This quarter I’m going to refer to the sky map more than usual. Some orientation 
to the map: At the bottom of the map (the horizon) you’ll see SE to the left, S in 
the middle and SW to the right. We’re used to the opposite (SE on the right and 
SW on the left) when looking at a terrestrial map, 
but this is a SKY map. This is the portion of the 
sky that you’ll see when facing South and looking 
up. The top of this map, where you see Cygnus and 
Deneb is just about straight overhead in the night 
sky around 8-9 pm.

The major highlight these months are the planets 
Jupiter and Saturn. Both are in Capricornus with 
Jupiter on the left, the brighter of the two. A year 
ago Saturn was almost in the same position, but 
Jupiter was to its right in Sagittarius. This is due to 
Jupiter moving much faster in its orbit than Saturn.  
You might recall that last December there were a 
few nights when the two were almost touching as we 
viewed them. The map you see here is for around 
8 pm.  As we move into Oct-Nov you’ll see this 
planetary pair more in the South and Southwest. If 
you pay special attention to the nights of Sept 15-18 
you’ll also be able to enjoy the Moon joining them 
in a nice trio. Find someone with a small telescope 
and treat yourself to the views of both Jupiter (with 
4 visible moons) and Saturn (with its rings).  

Venus continues to rise higher and higher in the 
western sky (not shown on map) at sunset and after.  
You can’t help but notice her shining brightly and all 
alone as the “evening star”.

There are 3 bright stars on the upper part of this 
map: Deneb at the top. Vega to the right. Altair 
below them. These 3 form a grouping called the 
“Summer Triangle”. You’ll find Vega and Deneb high 
overhead in the sky, with Deneb east of Vega and 
Altair lower and more towards the south/southeast.  

The constellation containing Deneb is Cygnus, the swan, with Deneb being the 
tail of the swan and her long neck extending toward the south where you read 
“Vulpecula”. The swan is “flying” down the Milky Way. Cygnus is also called the 
“Northern Cross”. For a binocular treat, scan the region from Deneb down along 
the neck.  On a dark night you’ll see thousands of jewel-like stars and star clusters 
in the Cygnus Star Cloud.

For more info or questions, email me at richneal@pacbell.net. 

San Geronimo Valley Historical Society
Announcements

We were excited to announce the release of our website at sgvhistoricalsociety.org this 
summer! The site has hundreds of photos, videos, maps, and more from many eras in 
the area’s history. 

We hope you will explore it and let us know what you think by emailing owenclapp@
gmail.com or sgvhistoricalsociety@gmail.com. Please contact the same email addresses 
to arrange for the donation of memorabilia.

Owen Clapp
owenclapp@gmail.com 
sgvhistoricalsociety@gmail.com

Time Capsule

Just as Chinese immigrants made up the majority of the 
workforce on the western portion of the Transcontinental 
Railroad, an almost exclusively Chinese labor pool worked in 
and around the San Geronimo Valley and county on Marin’s 
new railroad stretching from Sausalito to Tomales (construc-
tion from 1872-1875.) Some of the most backbreaking labor 
they completed was on White’s Hill and Loma Alta at the 
divide between western and eastern Marin, with a reported 
500 men working on White’s Hill by May 1873 - 100 of 
them assigned to the 1,200 foot long summit tunnel. They 
camped in tents in today’s Baywood Canyon, while anglo-
American railroad engineers, managers, and contractors —the 
latter pictured here—lived in wooden cabins nearby.

Without the advantage of modern power equipment, the 
Chinese workers used picks, shovels, and wheelbarrows in 
the arduous work of moving more than 55,000 yards of dirt 
for the grading of the rail bed and construction of fill for 
the trestles up the hills, while they used dynamite to blast 
through the solid rock of the hills at and near the summit.

In April 1873, the Marin Journal newspaper reported that 75 of the Chinese labor-
ers went on strike, leaving White’s Hill during the construction of the 1,250 foot long 
summit tunnel when overseers required them to work 11 hour shifts through high 
winds, a hailstorm, and a quarter inch of ice on the ground.

In the Valley, you can still see the result of their work in cuts at the base of the hills 
that circle the Flanders/Fitzpatrick ranch when you first come down Sir Francis Drake 
Boulevard from White’s Hill. And you can now walk the old railroad bed from the 
Inkwells all the way into Tocaloma on the Cross Marin Trail.
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Community Center Staff Directory and Phone Extensions
Dave Cort, Executive Director 
 dcort@sgvcc.org  . . . . . 415-488-8888 ext. 224

Nicole Ramirez, Director of Human Services  
and Youth Programs 
 nramirez@sgvcc.org 415-488-8888 ext. 254

Alexa Davidson, Director of Development  
and Strategic Initiatives  
 adavidson@sgvcc.org 415-488-4888 ext. 251

Michele McCourtney, Development Coordinator
mmccourtney@sgvcc.org . . . . . 415-488-4888 ext. 0

Helen Ferlino, Finance Manager
hferlino@sgvcc.org . . . . . . . . . 415-488-4888 ext. 0

Danielle Fogel, Coordinator, Communications & Events
dfogel@sgvcc.org  . . . . . . . . 415-488-4888 ext. 252

Larry Rippee, Visual Arts Coordinator/Events
lrippee@sgvcc.org  . . . . . . 415-488-8888 ext. 252

Julie Young, Youth & Senior Programs
jyoung@sgvcc.org . . . . . . . 415-488-4118 ext. 309

Poko Giacomini, Human Services and Facilities Coordinator, 
Disaster Preparedness Coordinator/MIDC Executive 
pgiacomini@sgvcc.org . . . . 415-488-8888 ext. 250

Buck Chavez, Family Advocate - Gym/LOFT
 gym@sgvcc.org  . . . . . . 415-488-4118 ext. 218

Cory van Gelder, NextGen Program Facilitator
 corylvg@gmail.com. . . . . . 415-488-8888 ext. 0

Amber Smith-Dulin, Program Coordinator 
 asmith-dulin@sgvcc.org 415-488-4118 ext. 218

Skyler Pemberton, VAST
skylerbrynpemberton@gmail.com 415-488-8888 ext. 0 

Zoila Berardi, Family Advocate - Gym/LOFT 
415-488-4118 ext. 309

The LOFT . . . . . . . . . . . 415-488-4118 ext. 218

Gym Office  . . . . . . . . . . 415-488-4118 ext. 219

“Zoila’s” Childcare Center 415-488-4118 ext. 309

International Day of Peace 

21 September 2021
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But creating, managing, and promoting these programs is necessary 
to achieve the goal of making the Valley safer. Success is dependent 
on time, effort, and commitment to agreed-upon goals. 

VERG has undertaken key projects to support our goal of 
becoming "Fire Adapted":

NOAA Radio Distribution. Working with the San Geronimo Valley 
Community Center and West Marin Senior Services, we are providing 
NOAA radios to 45 aging adults. These radios alert residents if an evacuation 
warning or evacuation order is issued. 

Woodacre FIREwise site. Volunteers conducted an assessment in June and 
completed the documentation required to be a recognized Firewise USA site. 
Next, the Woodacre Team will be organizing vegetation management proj-
ects and educating the community on goals for 2021.

Evacuation Tags. VERG Neighborhood Leaders have distributed nearly 
1,400 evacuation tags to Valley residents. 

Get Ready Class via Zoom. We have transitioned from the classroom to 
using Zoom to educate residents on disaster preparedness. 

Membership development. VERG now reaches over 800 households in the 
Valley, nearly half of the Valley's households.

Non-profit Status. VERG has filed for 501c3 status to become a legal non-
profit organization which positions us to receive grants and donations to 
fund projects that benefit the Valley.

For the Valley to become fire-adapted and prepared for 
wildfire, VERG will focus on these areas:

1. Emergency Response: We are growing our emergency radio network 
and increasing our emergency supplies and equipment supply.

2. Vegetation Management: VERG is organizing neighbors to take action 
and acting on behalf of residents who are unable to mitigate fire risk. 
Large-scale projects for vegetation management are in the planning 
stages.

3. Support for access and functional needs residents. Aging adults can face 
a situation where they have no means to receive communication or alerts 
that are critical to their safety. VERG is conducting a pilot program 
which creates a communication network that will solve this issue. 

4. Improve our communication and tools. Incorporate texting in our com-
munication, adding data management capabilities, and the use of digital 
mapping for neighborhood management will enable us to reach the 
community in a timelier manner.

5. Advocate for Action on Preparedness. The County, Utilities, Public 
Works, and State and Federal Parks must all fulfill their responsibility to 
sustain the safety of the Valley. Many areas need vegetation management 
and are beyond the scale of community-organized efforts. Mitigation 
projects might not be undertaken unless these organizations are pres-
sured to do so. VERG can act as a unified voice for the Valley, motivat-
ing these entities to live up to their responsibilities.

We consider these plans and objectives to be essential for the safety of the 
Valley. At the same time, these projects are a huge undertaking, and the man-
agement of them will require significant resources and time.

We are asking for your help with this huge undertaking. Please become a 
VERG member if you haven’t joined us already. Please donate your time and 
skills by emailing sgvalleyer@gamil.com. Finally, please support VERG by 
donating today.

Revitalizing a school 
garden and bringing 
joy to the community 
by Wendy Tobiasson 
Julie Young is busy with many projects at the Community Center and when an 
opportunity came to bring one of her dream projects to life, she jumped in full 
force. Captain Planet Foundation, an Atlanta-based organization that works to pro-
mote environmental stewardship for youth, had a program this past summer called 
Project Giving Gardens. The concept was to use school garden space that otherwise 
would be untended and grow food for the community. Captain Planet Foundation 
was looking to set up a Bay Area set of gardens this summer and wanted some West 
Marin sites in a Marin pilot. The Marin project had four pods, serving areas the 
county has identified as having food insecurity issues. 

Julie helped connect not only the 
Lagunitas school principal, Laura 
Shain, to get permission to work in 
the garden, she also pulled Alejandro 
Alvarado, the school maintenance 
and grounds keeper in on the project 
to but used her connections with 
the local Next Generation program 
to find two team members to serve 
as employees of the program during 
the summer. Will McQuilkin and 
Katherine Wethington did a great job 
providing support getting the garden 
cleaned out, planted, tending to the 
plants, and doing timely harvests that 
could be shared with the Community 
Center Food Distribution Program 
and the San Geronimo Valley 
Presbyterian Church Honor Pantry. The team worked with UC Master Gardener 
Marcia Gunnerson to develop a plan, received extra starts through the local non-
profit In Spirit, as well as from UC Master Gardeners throughout Marin. The team 
was also well supported with plants, technical resources, and guidance from the 
College of Marin Indian Valley Organic Farm team. Julie arranged with West Marin 
Compost for local compost, had friends and family help make some needed irriga-
tion system repairs. Through the summer, the Community Center camps used the 
garden for outdoor educational opportunities. With the team’s collaborative work 
this summer, they fully transformed the garden that had been unloved through 
COVID back to a thriving school garden set to continue to educate Lagunitas stu-
dents.

At one point in the summer, one of the other Captain Planet program school gar-
den sites in Bolinas had a bumper harvest and needed a place to bring the fresh 
produce on short notice. Julie helped coordinate and perform even more “garden 
magic” and made connec-
tions with the other growers in 
the program and community 
networking that she and the 
Community Center are so good 
at facilitating. The program not 
only reinvigorated this precious 
space but has helped spur inter-
est and discussion about how 
best to link community food 
production with those in need. 
Julie is part of an ongoing West 
Marin Food Systems Group 
that regularly meets to discuss 
local issues and help work together to serve the community. Julie will undoubtedly 
be looking for volunteers for a fall workday or two so please reach out to her directly 
if you want to provide some volunteer time supporting the garden. The Captain 
Planet program helped fund 
the work crews in the summer 
and the school is picking back 
up, but as with all gardens, 
there is always lots to do. 

The program and its broader 
Marin reach were recently 
highlighted in a Marin IJ 
article: https://www.marinij.
com/2021/08/13/marin-school-
gardens-produce-a-ton-of-food-
over-summer/  
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