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Celebrating 50 Years
by Dave Cort

WOW! As we approach 2019 the Community Center is preparing to celebrate historic 
milestones. The building will be marking 90 years of opening its doors as the local pub-
lic school for the Valley and the Community Center organization (originally named San 
Geronimo Valley Art Center) will be celebrating its 50th anniversary. The first Holiday Art 
Festival took place in 1970.The iconic poster that was created by Donna Sloan and hand 
screened by Fred (Lee) Berensmeier is printed on page 2. See this year’s poster on page C-4.

The fall of 1969 was an extremely exciting time for a large group of young Valley families 
who were invited by the School Board of Trustees to lease the Community Center for arts 
classes, dance, theater, music and community events. I had a wonderful conversation with 
Rose Mary Sharp who recalled getting a call from Jack Dorward to meet him at the Center 
to begin the clean-up effort. Both lobby doors were chained closed. Jack had the key and 
unlocked the padlocks to let them in the lobby. The place was an absolute mess. There 
were 50-gallon drums in the lobby filled with burned garbage. The walls were black with 
soot from the fires that were made by people who were living in the hallway. Rose Mary 
described it as a “hippy homeless encampment”. 

Rose Mary told me that they did not even realize that the WPA Mural that was painted by 
Maurice del Mue was on the wall. Fortunately an artist friend of Rose Mary’s was helping 
her clean the soot and she realized that there was artwork there. I asked Rose Mary about 
the three classrooms. She told me that they were all stuffed with school desks, tables, and 
other items that had to be cleaned out. See the photo on page 9 that shows the kitchen.

In the Community Center’s historical archives I found a fantastic three-ringed notebook 
that Jean Berensmeier put together that had lists of organized details on how to prepare for 
the Holiday Art Festival. For the December 1971 Festival there was a list of the chairs of 
the Holiday Art Festival Committees. The list is a who’s who of Valley movers and shakers.

Stan Voets and Jim Brown were in charge of booth construction; Andrea Giacomini, 
Marty Meade, Donna Sloan, and Molly Edwards decorations committee; Diana Muhic 
and Marilyn Stogsdill food committee; Jean Berensmeier crafts artists; Barbara Jeppesen 
put together the program; Bill White handled publicity; Jim Rawlinson was the chief of 
parking; and June Tolbert was the lead cashier. 

As I approach my 30th year working at the Community Center, I am so deeply apprecia-
tive of these individuals and families who brought this incredible gift to all of us in the 
San Geronimo Valley. Along with many of our founders, their children and grandchildren 
are still very involved with the Community Center, the Holiday Art Festival and the life-
blood of our beloved community.

Holiday Crafts Faire
By Molly Rea

The 49th year of our San Geronimo Valley Community Center’s Holiday Crafts Fair is here!!!

We hope you will come this December 1st from 11 to 5:30 pm and find your favorite 
craftspeople, along with some exciting, and new to our fair, artists. Come find gifts for all! 
Your family, yourself, anyone you can think of! What better way to celebrate the season of 
giving than by helping to support our local craftspeople and artist at the same time find-
ing those delightful items you know your people will love!

This year we have beautiful jewelry, wooden bowls, paintings, herbal remedies and flower 
essences, jams and syrups, knitted goods, colorful flower pens, ceramics, cards, aprons and 
fabric goods, soaps, wooden toys, Heartwood Collaborative Waldorf inspired creatures 
and more . . . .

There will be wonderful music, wreath making with our own Kristi Arroyo and Amy 
Valens, great food, soups and salads, Zoila’s Valley Emergency Fund baked goods, Gan 
Halev and Lights of Life celebration, and of course Santa!!

Please come join the fun at our celebration of the Holiday Season!!

See you there!!

Soap by Linda Dogneschi Dorrance



Rolling Stones
by Dave Cort, Executive Director
For over twenty years I have been writing this Rolling 
Stones column for Stone Soup. With four issues of 
Stone Soup each year I have written close to 100 
columns. In each column I reflect on the past few 
months and look forward to what is coming up at the 
Community Center and in our beloved San Geronimo 
Valley. I share what is going on in my personal life and 
in my work life at the Community Center. Sometimes 
they get intertwined but I do my best to set healthy 
boundaries.

Looking back to September I feel like we have been on an emotional roller coaster 
ride. There have been numerous challenges and numerous positive events. Kind of 
like my personal and work life, they sometimes get intertwined. The Irving Fire in 
Samuel P Taylor State Park on September 10, 2018 was very intense for all of us in the 
Valley. I was at home at 7:15 pm settling in after work. My wife Howie was cooking 
one of my favorite dishes, scalloped potatoes (yes there was ham in the recipe) when I 
smelled smoke. I called out to the kitchen to see if the potatoes were burning. Howie 
said they were fine. We walked out to our deck and smelled smoke in the air. Shortly 
after we smelled the smoke I received a phone call from Brian McCarthy of the Valley 
Emergency Readiness Group (VERG) who had just spoken to Fire Chief Jason Weber. 
Chief Weber asked Brian to call the Community Center as they were preparing to 
evacuate three streets in Lagunitas. 

When I arrived at the Community Center five minutes later there were about 35 
people from Barranca Road, Mountain King Road, and Portola Avenue in Lagunitas as 
well as many residents from Arroyo Road. Looking west from the Community Center 
you could see the flames in the night sky on Mt. Barnabe. A helicopter landed in the 
school parking lot to take our Fire Chief to view the fire. Over the next hour many of 
my neighbors began to arrive at the Community Center and by 9:45 pm we had over 
150 people at the Center. Amazing support came immediately from the volunteers at 
VERG. By 11pm the Red Cross arrived to work with us to provide shelter support 
and the Salvation Army provided food for the evacuees. Through Brian McCarthy we 
were receiving regular updates from the Fire Department. Fortunately we had power 
and internet so we received updates through KWMR every 15 minutes as well as many 
other updates. By midnight most people returned to their homes and all of us in the 
Valley spent a very nervous night. There was a lot of sleep deprivation throughout that 
week. 

Writing this column in mid-November and having this recent experience in our con-
sciousness, it is almost unimaginable to feel what residents of Paradise and Malibu are 
going through right now. All of our hearts go out to those people and to our heroes in 
the Fire Departments throughout the West Coast who do everything in their power to 
protect our families and communities. 

As I wrote earlier in the column there have been numerous positive events in the com-
munity. The Community Center’s annual Gala honoring Richard Sloan was a fabulous 
event. The Health Fair in October where over 250 residents attended to receive free flu 
shots, wellness checks, lots of information and resources, as well as a blood drive was a 
great success. We hosted a very special musical event with the Barry Melton Band and 
the Ace of Cups. I am looking forward to the Holiday Art Festival on December 1 and 
the Family Music Hour on December 15 and 16. I hope all of you have a wonderful, 
healthy and safe holiday season.

I want to close this Rolling Stones column in heartfelt memory of Debbie DiBenedetto 
who passed away when she was hit by a motorist on her bicycle in November. Our love 
goes out to Ernie and the entire DiBenedetto family.

Page 2 SGV Community Center Stone Soup

Community Center Board of Directors:

Jean Berensmeier, Founder

Credits
Stone Soup is printed four times a year and reflects the diverse cultural interests of the Community 
Center and the Valley. Though it is a publication of the San Geronimo Valley Community Center, 
it is meant as a journal for everyone in or around the Valley. We are interested in your input. If you 
have any comments, ideas for articles or columns, news, art, stories, poetry, photography, or infor-
mation for the Milestones column, please forward them to:  The Stone Soup Editorial Committee 
c/o San Geronimo Valley Community Center, 6350 Sir Francis Drake Blvd. P.O. Box 194, San 
Geronimo, CA 94963. Phone 415-488-8888 • Fax: 488-9398 • email: drusss@sgvcc.org, or visit 
www.sgvcc.org. 
Stone Soup does not exercise editorial control on the content of submissions by organizations, 
byline columnists, or display ads. We reserve the right to refuse to publish ads or submissions.

Editorial Committee: Amos Klausner, Dave Cort, David Russ & Alexander McQuilkin
Proofreading: Dave Cort, Larry Rippee, Jack Sayers
Production: David Russ, Russ Ranch Productions
Printing: Marin Sun
Ads: Larry Rippee

Carol Rebscher, President
John Beckerley, Secretary
David Bernard, Treasurer
Mike Cusick
Steve Granville 

Barbara Hoefle 
David Lakes
Kelly Mason
Alexander McQuilkin
Ramon Ramirez

John Rutledge
Gina Smith
Liora Soladay

Connect with SGVCC
       
The San Geronimo Valley Community Center’s weekly listing of events and activities is 
posted on our regularly updated website. Visit us at www.sgvcc.org. Email us at druss@sgvcc.
org to join our email list.

You can also follow us on Facebook @ sangeronimovalleycommunitycenter

And Twitter @SGV_Comm_Center



Volunteer Profile:
Hilary Stock
by Poko Giacomini & Julie Young

For the last 3 years, the San Geronimo Valley 
Community Center has had the honor of having 
Hilary Stock as a volunteer. Throughout the year, 
her garden grows bountiful bouquets of flowers. 
She brings rainbows of dahlias, all varieties of roses, 
hydrangeas, peonies, just to name a few. Hilary 
creates beautiful flower arrangements decorating 
the Community Center almost every Thursday to 
welcome our older adults to our senior lunch, and 
we get to enjoy them until she comes again. Hilary 
doesn’t just grow a flower garden. As an added 
bonus, Hilary often takes our leftover fruits and veg-
etables, adds them to her own, and makes marma-
lades, jams, and chutneys to bring back to share with 
our seniors, staff and volunteers. 

We had a chance to interview Hilary and ask her a bit about herself and get to know her a 
little better.

Would you share some of your background and where are you from originally?

I am from Ireland, in Cork, near Blarney (I did kiss the Blarney stone at the age of 12 years 
old).

I was in Nigeria, West Africa, at the age of 21 and became a teacher at a girls school and a 
nun in a convent. I served there for six years. The temperature in West Africa was between 
102 – 110 degrees consistently, with a humidity between 95-100 percent. When I left the 
convent, I went to England and taught there for three years in a girls’ school. After that, to 
escape the pea soup fog of England, I came to stay with my Aunty in San Francisco in 1964. 
During my stay with my Aunty in San Francisco, I could see the Golden Gate Bridge from 
the balcony outside my bedroom. I remember on my very first night I heard the fog horns, 
and I said to myself, “Oh My God! from the frying pan into the fire!” I had left England to 
escape the fog to San Francisco. I just never thought to ask anyone, “How’s the weather in 
San Francisco?”

When did you move here to Nicasio? 

I retired and moved to Nicasio in 1986 after my husband pasted away in 1985. I have two 
step children and two grandchildren. 

How did you hear about the San Geronimo Valley Community Center? 

I got a speeding ticket and had to do community service. I started my community service 
in Point Reyes with West Marin Senior Services. I did that for a year and half and gradu-
ally through talking with Laura Sherman, (she would talk about the San Geronimo Valley 
Community Center), she helped move my community service to the Community Center. I 
have continually brought flowers from my garden to West Marin Senior Services and con-
tinued the good deed to the San Geronimo Valley Community Center. 

It has been three years now. I started making jam, marmalades, chutney because I wanted 
to contribute love and positivity to this earth after Father O’Sullivan asked me what am I 
willing to give up for Lent. That was my calling, because I saw all the leftover fruits and veg-
etables from the food bank. I also used my own fruits from my orchards at home in Nicasio. 

Thank You Hilary for your love and caring from all of us here at the San Geronimo Valley 
Community Center. 
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VOLUNTEERS
The following people volunteered in the Community Center’s Food Bank, Senior Lunches, Arts and 
Events, School Readiness, School Dances, Gardening and Maintenance. Thank you!!! We apologize if 
anyone was accidentally left off the list. Please let us know and we will add your name!

Dinelle Abrams
John Adams
Huda Al-Jamal
Carole Alter
Alejandro Alvarado
Giesla Alvarado
Linda Amari
Debra Amerson

Kristy Arroyo
Manny Arroyo
Elizabeth Ayers
Andrew Bailey
Bard Bailey
Karen Batres
Al Baylacq
Lisa Baylacq

Cristina Bejarano
Nancy Bennett
Abraham Bender-Doress
Jean Berensmeier
Lee Berensmeier
Paul Berensmeier
Beverly Berrish
Kirsten Jan Blasio

Adrienne Bourveron
Barbara Brauer
Larry Brauer
Sarah Brewster
Patty Brockely
Bruce Burtch
Elizabeth Burnham
Elizabeth Byrne 
Richard Kevin Cabral
Tim Cain
Don Carney
John Carroll
Brian Frank Carter
Joshua Carter
Sadie Carter
Jean Chapman
Mary Chapman
Alan Charne
Felicia Chavez
E.J. Chavez
Chelsey Chite
Laurie Chorna
Ellen Christiansen
Rev. Kate Clayton
Sylvia Cornejo
Daley Cort
Dorothy Cox
Teresa Dallara
Kevin Danaher
Alexa Davidson
Katie Davidson
Mike Davidson
Samantha Davidson
Donn DeAngelo
Gaetano DeFelice
Rond Allen DeLeon
Dominican Nursing 

Students
Hannah Doress
Neely Evnoff
Janelle Fazackerley
Jim Fazackerley
Jerry Feickert
Stephanie Fein
Jeff Felland
Roberta Floden
Laura Flores
Daniella Fogel
Chuck Ford
Dwayne Foster
Lila Friday
Tealy Gapinski
Maria Martha Garcia
Mihouche Gargcia
Mallory Geitheim
Andrew Giacomini
Rakanui Giacomini
Antony Giacomini
Susi Giacomini
Al Giddings
Catherine Granville
Lesley Gray
Don & Luisa Greer
Jim Griffiths
Judy Hall
Miyo Hall
Halleck Creek Ranch
Marilyn Halseth
Cio Hernandez
Rachel Horton

Mike Howe
Chrystal Hunter
Maureen Hurley
Richard James
Lars Johnson
Muniera Kadrie
Wendi Kallins
Dahlia Kamesar
Elan Kamesar
Kyra Kennedy
Allison Keyes
Geri Kientz
Bev Kinsey
Jean Kinsey
Steve Kinsey
Kayla Kinsman
Michel Kotski
KWMR Radio
Skye La Ponte
Linea Larsen
Shumei Liu
Jennifer Livingston
Rich Lohman
Miranda Lorell 
Al Lubow
Rebecca Maloney
Laurie Marshall
Jon Marker
Cipriano Martinez
Esther Martinez
Noah Marty
Shannon Matzke
Bill McCarthy
Katya McCulloch
Joyce McGhie
Pat McGraw
Will McQuilkin
Alexander McQuilkin
Catherine McQuilkin
Michael McQuilkin
Bud Meade
Kevin Meade
Marty Meade
Susan Micheletti
Carl Miller
Jeff Miller
Regina Miranda
Ashley Murray
Jodie Newdelman
Elaine Nehm
Legal Aid of Marin
Greg Odin
Open Classroom Students
Peter Oppenheimer
Para O’Siochain
John Parkman
Karisma Patel 
Emily Persico
Marcia Phipps
Allison Puglisi
Dave Puglisi
Irv Rabinowitz
Susan Radelt
Cody Rahn
Laura Ramirez
Jonah Rasmussen
Nancy Ray
Molly Rea
Revolution 9
Shery Rice

Savannah Robinson
Sharie Roft
Lourdes Romo
Socorro Romo
Elena Roncaglie 
Dave Rosen
Marty Rosenblum
Shawkie Roth
Haley Russotti
Michelle Rutledge
Fasha Rys-Solorzano
Angelo Sacheli
Sadaf Sadar
Isabelle Salcedo 
San Geronimo Golf Course
San Geronimo Preschool
Socorro Santiago
Susan Santiago
Terry Shea
Margo Schmidt
Nick Scott
Liz Seabury
Susan Shannon
Rosemary Sharp
Pam Sharpe
Blythe Shelley
Laura Sherman
David L Sherwood
Marion Shippey 
Richard Sloan
Connie Smith Siegal
Jay Soladay
Solstice
SPAWN Interns
Michael Stephens
Hillary Stock
Sean Sullivan
Beth Cooper Tabakian
Tom Tabakin
Katie Terwilliger
Cyrus Thelin
Jasper Thelin
Kira Thelin
Leelee Thomas
James Tolbert
Jo Tringale
Halina Triong
Dolma Tso
Nina Tso
Sharon Valentine
Katherine Vickers
Vilda Foundation
Elizabeth Villano
Vivian Vivas
YuYu Wai
Katie Walker
Nick Ward
JeanA Warner
Wavy Gravy
Tina Wayte
Helen Weber
Rosemary L. Winslow
Conrad Williams
Charlie Wirtz
April Wolcott
Woodacre Garden Club
Ted Wright
Emily Zims
Josephine Triangale

VOLUNTEERS continued



Human
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Services

Food Bank
Emergency food  distribution is offered two days a week, year round to Valley families. 
Staffed by local volunteers, the Food Bank is supported by the Marin Community Food 
Bank and by generous donations from local Valley people and service organizations. 
Information is provided on nutrition and healthy eating, and, when available, fresh surplus 
produce from the School-Community Garden is offered to Food Bank clients. 

The Food Bank needs volunteers. Can you help on Thursday mornings at 9 am or after-
noons at 4 pm? Call Nicole 415-488-8888

The Community Center Food Bank is open Monday from 9: 00 am – 5:00 pm and Thursday 
afternoons from 2:00–5:00 pm. 

Food Bank Banter
by Nicole Ramirez

Winter is seeping into the Valley once again. The nights get colder and the days grow short-
er. This is the time our staff here at the Community Center goes into holiday mode and we 
prepare to be facilitators of happiness into our community. That is something we do well 
here. The San Geronimo Community Center spreads happiness and hope into our com-
munity during the holidays. It is the nature of this place. Each year in November we sign 
up community members for turkeys for Thanksgiving holiday distribution. We do accept 
donations of both turkeys and monetary contributions to help us make Thanksgiving special 
for families and individuals in our community. Offering a turkey and the fixings can make a 
huge impact on a family or individual this year. We will be having a holiday delivery change 
for the Food Bank this month. In addition to being open every Thursday, the SGVCC Food 
Bank will receive a Thanksgiving delivery on the Monday, November 19th from 2pm-5pm.

We then roll into December when Christmas allows us to spread the joy of giving through 
the Valley Toys-n-Joys gift distribution for children living in San Geronimo and Nicasio. 
This amazing program organized by Grace Tolsen and the Dickson Ranch Christmas Elves 
grants children three wishes for almost any gift they choose. This program is true to its 
namesake, Toys and Joys. The staff here gets to witness and assist with the spreading of the 
happiness. It is really a unique and authentic way to distribute gifts for Christmas. This 
Valley organization helps out families during the holidays, providing new gifts for children. 
Community Center staff facilitates this incredible program and distributes the gifts the week 
before Christmas.

Come to the SGVCC offices during the month of November to sign up.

We spread joy and really enjoy what we do!

On Halloween, Julie Young, Poko Giacomini and I served the entire Lagunitas School ice-
cream while dressed up as Three Blind Mice, hoping to spread some joy to our community.
Spread some of your joy this holiday season. 

Senior Programs, 
Activities and Services at 
the Community Center
The San Geronimo Valley Community Center is excited to be offering healthy and 
interactive programs for people of all ages. We are especially proud of our programs for 
people 60 years of age and over – our Senior Lunch, our cultural events, art shows and 
much more. We also have an electronic newsletter with updates every few weeks with 
new information and lunch menus. Send an e-mail to Nicole Ramirez at nramirez@
sgvcc.org to have your name added to the list.

We are offering ongoing programs here at the Center to keep our lives vibrant. There 
are also an array of classes that are reasonably priced listed in our Stone Soup Catalog. 

Ongoing Programs:

Senior Lunch Mondays and Thursdays at Noon

This very popular program has been operating since February 2009 at the Center. We 
have delicious well-balanced meals brought in from the kitchens of Good Earth Natural 
Foods with new menus every week. Some of the most popular meals are taco day, 
eggplant parmesan, and barbequed chicken. All the main courses have great sides and 
salads and fresh fruit. It’s the happening event for a healthy meal and great conversation 
with neighbors and friends. Suggested donation for seniors is $3 a meal and for others 
the charge is $6 per person. Monday’s lunch is in the West Room and Thursday’s lunch 
is in the Valley Room here at the SGVCC.

Emergency Food Pantry Thursdays at 1-2 p.m. in the West Room for people attend-
ing the Senior Lunch. Fresh nutritious food—fresh produce, dairy, canned goods, eggs, 
chicken – to prepare healthy meals at home. (The Food Pantry is also open on Mondays 
from 9am-5pm).

Mah Jong Learn how to play or play with others on Friday afternoons from 1:00 until 
3:30 in the Living Room at the SGVCC. Bring your set if you have one. 

Ping Pong Thursdays at 1pm after Senior Lunch. A free program in the Community 
Gym. Also, Sundays from 6–9 p.m.

Jazz in the Afternoon Thursdays at 1:30 p.m. in the Valley Room following Senior 
Lunch. Every week a Jazz combo with Judy Hall and friends play great music for all to 
enjoy. Free

Growing Old Gracefully–A Senior Peer Counseling Group, Wednesdays from 10 to 
11:30am. Volunteer counselors help senior members of our community sort through 
the transitions and realities of aging that we all face: the loss of independence and con-
trol, isolation, and declining physical health. Limited to 10 seniors. Sign up with Sarah 
Brewster at 415-488-0419.

Senior Book Club Meets the second Monday of each Month at 1 p.m. in the Living 
Room. Please contact Carl Miller at psycarl@gmail.com

Excercise for Alta Cockers Mondays and Wednesdays at 10:30am-11:45am; Tuesdays 
at 8:45am-9:45am in the Valley Room. This class is fun! In one hour you will warm 
up, stretch, dance, (sometimes ballet or Latin, belly dance, jazz, waltz and more) Tai 
Bo & Qi Gong. All working together organically and synergistically adding up to one 
hour of “Doing the Right Thing” and we get to Yiddish too. Oy! Be a mensch, forget 
all your tsuris, don’t forget to tighten your tuches and come to the San Geronimo Valley 
Community Center Wednesday mornings. Guaranteed to work your stomach muscles 
by laughing. And guess what it’s FREE and it’s beshert (Meant to Be).

Handwork Group
Living Room Thursdays at 1:00 p.m. following the Senior Lunch. Knitters, quilters, 
embroiderers, weavers, hand stichers, crocheters and crafters in a fun and relaxed 
environment. Don’t hesitate to drop in. Everyone is welcome. All levels of skills from 
experts to those just getting started. Learn the basics, tricks, or follow complex patterns. 
Knitting is Zen. Practice makes perfect. 

Volunteer Opportunities We have many ways that seniors provide support to the Center 
for its various programs and activities. Please call Nicole at 488-8888, ext. 254 if you have 
some time to spare and we will try to find a job that fits your interests and schedule.

Pickleball Thursday evenings from 6:30-9 pm in the Community Gym.

Julie, Nicole and Poko, aka The Three Blind Mice
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Youth Leadership Corner
by Will Hubert, Youth Leadership Coordinator
Youth Skaters Build Momentum in West Marin

Skate Club, a new afterschool program at San Geronimo Valley 
Community Center, is underway and gaining speed. Skate Club takes 
students on after school outings to local skate parks in Marin, and is 
designed for youth ages 10 and up, including young adults. With the 
addition of the Community Center’s new 15 passenger van, it is easier 
than ever before to visit Marin’s awesome skate parks. 

Skate Club is a dream come true for many young skaters. I remember 
starting to skate at the age of ten, when I was in 5th grade in 1998. At 
that time there were no skate parks in Marin. I remember attending the 
first planning meetings at the San Rafael Community Center for what 
is now McInnis Skatepark. Today, 20 years later, it is truly a joy to support young skaters here in the 
Valley and West Marin. 

Skate Club spawned from Lagunitas School’s skate elective, an optional class period on Fridays where 
middle school students are permitted to skate on campus for one hour under adult supervision. 
Lagunitas is one of few schools across Marin that permits supervised skating during school hours. 
After students in the skate elective advocated for afterschool skatepark trips, “Skate Club” was born. 
Skate Club outings are open to all students in the appropriate age range (5th grade and up) and spaces 
are filled on a first come, first served basis. Outings are open to beginners and advanced skaters, roller 
blades, roller skates, and scooters. 

One student recently told me he wasn’t sure where all the local skate parks are located. While trans-
portation can sometimes be a barrier to access, there are some great skate parks within an hour of San 
Geronimo. For any curious skaters out there, here are a few of the best parks (detailed directions to 
each park are listed online, just search in Google):

Marin:
• Bolinas Skatepark – Bolinas Mesa, near the Fire Department
• McInnis skatepark – McInnis Park, San Rafael, near the tennis courts
• Hamilton Skatepark – Hamilton Parkway, Novato
• San Anselmo Skatepark – Redhill, behind the tennis courts

Greater Bay Area:
• Pacifica Skate Park – Across from Pacifica State Beach
• Alameda Skatepark – On the old Naval Base

Sonoma:
• Petaluma Skatepark – E. Washington Street, Petaluma
• Sebastopol Skatepark – Laguna Park Way across from The Barlow
• Healdsburg Skatepark – On Grove Street in Healdsburg 

In addition, the Tomales Bay Youth Center, which is located on the West Marin School campus in 
Point Reyes Station, also has a burgeoning skate program for youth. They’ve recently acquired skate-
boards and ramps to use during after school programs. The Community Center and Tomales Bay 
Youth Center are excited to align programming efforts to serve more skaters, more often, throughout 
West Marin. 

West Marin Coalition for 
Healthy Youth (WMCHY)
by Madeline Hope
WMCHY staff has worked with regional partners to develop a West Marin Prevention Plan that has 
deliberately increased our regional capacity to support youth, young adults and their parents living 
in West Marin. The WMCHY continues to work with our communities to reduce the underage use 
of alcohol, tobacco & other drugs in West Marin. By paying attention to coordinating the four geo-
graphic regions of West Marin, we have been able to share information, coordinate opportunities and 
promote services. We value our connections with sector partners and stay in relationships with key 
stakeholders across Marin County and the Bay Area. 

WMCHY has been successful in leveraging the measured resources we can apply to each regional 
hub area by building a network of relationships. These connections inform the community based sys-
tem of delivery that we hope supports our West Marin youth, young and families. We encourage our 
partners to practice activating our communities’ best ideas for supporting youth and young adults living 
in West Marin and continue to participate in the resiliency projects of our West Marin youth, young 
adults and their families. 

The WM Prevention Plan aims to increase access and transportation options among regions, support 
mentoring opportunities for youth and young adults, identify and support indoor/outdoor spaces 
for youth and young adults to gather, increase planning and promotion of youth and young adult 
activities across all regions and lastly increase parent education, support and networking opportuni-
ties for our resident families. We hope you will consider supporting and becoming involved with a 
WMCHY Prevention Plan. WMCHY will produce four WMCHY Community Cafes in 2019 in 
the four distinct regions. The dates are: 

1. San Geronimo Valley-January 22, 2019
2. Point Reyes Station-February 5, 2019
3. Bolinas/Stinson Beach-March 5, 2019
4. Tomales-March 19, 2019

Please join us! 

For more information please visit the WMCHY https://westmarincoalition.org/ .

To be part of the West Marin Prevention Plan, please call Dave Cort 415-488-8888 or 
Madeline Nieto Hope 415-446-8587. 

Transitional Aged Youth 
(TAY)
by Will Hubert
The Community Center continues to engage TAY (Transition Age Youth, ages 16-25) across 
unincorporated West Marin in building stronger social networks. Our group of 16 regional 
leaders meets monthly to support one another and engage in critical dialogue about affecting 
grassroots change in West Marin. 

Staff leaders in the Coast and Valley regions work hard to meet young adults where they are, 
both geographically and developmentally. When appropriate, caring staff mentors connect 
young adults to formal services offered through the County of Marin. 

On October 23rd, 2018, our TAY leadership group met in Bolinas for a barbeque in the park 
downtown. TAY participants have also been involved in recent community events, such as the 
Youth Open Gym and Movie night at San Geronimo Valley Community Gym on Saturday, 
November 10th, 2018. The event was a huge success! We had 6 TAY and over 50 youth in 
grades 5-8 participate in playing ping pong, pickleball, basketball, and movie time. It is really 
special to watch young adults engaging as positive mentors for youth in our community.

Upcoming TAY meetings for regional leaders are scheduled for Tuesday, November 27th and 
Tuesday, December 18th, 2018. In addition, the County of Marin will be conducting a focus 
group with our TAY leaders in January, 2019, to better understand how our program has 
served TAY and what adaptations can be made so we are most effective moving forward into 
the new year.
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Lagunitas School District
by Laura Shain

The rhythm of a school year at the Lagunitas School District includes a grand 
beginning, poignant ending, and many smaller cycles each week and between 
holiday breaks. Every August is a time for renewal as we eagerly start a new year. 
Our recurring rituals and welcomes each year build community in classrooms, 
programs, and throughout the district. This year we welcomed several new staff 
members and quite a few new students and families. 

Tatiana Bliss joined the Middle School team as our new science teacher. Tatiana 
has two children in the district and knew she wanted to teach here when she first 
toured as a parent. The feeling was mutual and that day came quickly when we 
had an opening for a new science teacher. Tatiana brings great excitement to our 
science program—students are enrolled as Ocean Ambassadors at the Marine 
Mammal Center, they are dissecting frogs, and a performance is in production 
to connect science and theater. We have a strong Middle School staff in addition 
to Tatiana, with teachers Tony Guerrero, Caitlin Mohan, Katherine Sanford, and 
Buck Chavez as our PE specialist.

Aimee Logan joined the Montessori program as our new 2nd/3rd grade teacher. 
We consider ourselves lucky to have found Aimee at the end of last year when 
we had an unanticipated opening. That luck quickly turned to delight when we 
started working with Aimee and her positive outlook fit in so wonderfully with 
the Montessori team. Aimee has a deep appreciation for nature and is teaching 
students about bees and butterflies to start. She appreciates her students’ indi-
viduality and loves finding books to share that match their interests. We have a 
wonderful Montessori staff in addition to Aimee, with teachers Alex Cusick and 
Pauline Hope.

If you’ve visited our main office on the lower campus this year, you’ve surely met 
Liz Wickersham, our new district secretary. Liz loves people and is a warm, wel-
coming presence to all. She is also efficient, knowledgeable, logical, and quick to 
lend a hand! Liz even helps on the playground during lunch while we are search-
ing for another noon student supervisor. In addition to all this, she brings laugh-
ter to the little kids and to us big kids. 

Liz joins Beth Wolf in the lower campus office, and all the same adjectives fit 
Beth!

Our Open Classroom program may have some new bunnies, chickens, and 
guinea pigs but is steady with our four dedicated teachers, Anita Collison, Jenelle 
Ferhart, Marlene Maiello, and Larry Nigro. Linda Craig keeps the gears turn-
ing in the San Geronimo campus office. The Open Classroom, along with our 
Middle School, began a new Spanish language class with the Viva el Español 
program instructors visiting classrooms twice each week. The program is lively! 
It incorporates movement, visual supports, and active participation with native 
speaking instructors.

All our returning teachers and staff provide a strong foundation that results in the 
dual sense of calm and vitality we feel on campus this year. We benefit from pro-
viding students with a balance of routine and novelty. We rely on traditions and 
new experiences to continually pique students’ curiosity and develop academic 
strengths. District-wide we are focused on new ways to encourage and teach writ-
ing in kindergarten through eighth grade. We are working with the Bay Area 
Writing Project at UC Berkeley during our three professional development days 
throughout the year.

We continue to enjoy our partnership with the San Geronimo Valley Community 
Center. Our students have afterschool options including Zoila’s and the LOFT 
aftercare, classes such as mountain biking and kung fu, and social emotional sup-
port activities during and after school. The Community Center brings important 
speakers and assemblies to our students and provides important social emotional 
programming for our middle school students. 

We are deep enough into this school year to confidently identify it as one of our 
more peaceful years. All forces have aligned with staff collegiality and student 
goodwill so that we can exhale and enjoy our good fortune to be together in the 
Valley at this remarkable school district.

Youth Programs 
by Nicole Ramirez

Playgroup for Children 
0-5years 

Join the valley Playgroup for fun, FREE, 
playtime. Playgroup takes place in the San 
Geronimo Valley Community Centers 
East Room on Tuesdays and Thursdays 
from 10 am -12 pm. Accompanied by 
parents, grandparents, and caregivers, chil-
dren are able to meet new friends, social-
ize, explore and have fun. 

Tuesdays from 10:15 am-11am the 
FLAGship Literacy bus visits the SGVCC
 

*SAVE THE DATE * Parent ED. 
Workshop on Fighting and Aggression

Tuesday, Nov. 27,2018
5:30 pm-7 pm

Childcare provided 

Zoila’s Aftercare for grades K-3rd

The school year is in full swing at Zoila’s. Children are adjusting to the routine of school, 
sports and afterschool fun. Zoila’s is open M-F from 12noon- 5:30pm for kindergarteners 
through 3rd grades. Arts, crafts, tasty healthy snacks and fun.

The Loft

The Loft is an amazing space for 4th-8th graders to come hang out after school. The Loft 
offers so much to do with air hockey, Dance Dance Revolution, Foos ball, art projects, 
and not to mention that students have the gym access as well for some great exercise.

VAST 

The Valley After School Tutoring Program (VAST) offers one-on-one tutoring and home-
work help for students at affordable rates. 

For more information contact Robin Hendrickson-Nelson VAST coordinator at vast@
sgvcc.org or at 415-488-4118 ext.506

For more information about any Youth Programs please contact Nicole Ramirez at 
415-488-8888 X 254 or nramirez@sgvcc.org

VAST



San Geronimo Valley Community Gym
by Howie Cort and Buck Chavez 
After School Sports
Fall ushers in a whirlwind of after school sports. Our middle school students had the 
opportunity to participate in Cross Country, Flag Football and Girl’s Volleyball. Through 
the many meets, games and matches our Lagunitas athletes gained leadership skills, what 
it feels like to be part of a team, acquired new skill sets and most of all … had fun.

There is nothing better than when a student wants try something they’ve never done 
before. Every middle school student is given an open invitation to join any of the sports 
we offer throughout the year. We try to provide our kids the freedom to explore different 
sports without a long time commitment. We even had some athletes who participated in 
two sports this fall.

Along the way, a magical thing begins to happen: a developing inner self-confidence. This 
doesn’t come from wins and losses or finishing first in your race, winning your game or 
match. It comes from knowing you did your best and you gave every thing you had. A 
perfect example of this is our cross-country team. Our 6th graders had never experienced 
a meet before and they found themselves running with a gigantic pack of kids in each of 
their races. Even though they didn’t finish with the front of the pack, they made a com-
mitment with themselves to continue to get better by practicing on their own and to 
keep trying to improve their own personal times with every race. Retired Olympian Doris 
Brown Heritage sums it up best. “When you put yourself on the line in a race and expose 
yourself to the unknown, you learn things about yourself that are very exciting.”

We held our 8th Annual Bobcat Challenge, in October, at the San Geronimo Valley Golf 
Course. Thank you to Kyle and Lisa Baylacq, as well as the staff for partnering with us 
and allowing us to host the races on the back nine of the course. It was glorious and spec-
tacular day to run and made all the better by gorgeous scenery. We got so many compli-
ments from parents and kids alike. Our meet’s reputation rests squarely on the shoulders 
of the many volunteers who, year after year, have shown up and help direct parking, the 
parents and the runners along the course. Kelly, Buck and I could not do it without you. 
Thanks to: Berta Bickel, Dave and Alison Puglisi, EJ Chavez, John and Kathy Beckerley, 
Margaret and Chris Boyd, Chrissy Light, Alison Double, and Stephanie Smith and Ben 
Sokolosky. Special thanks to Margaret and Chris Boyd who have driven to more school 
middle XC meets than I can count!

And now, we say bid farewell to our XC 8th graders: Joaquin Boyd, Beth Brisson, Gracie 
Chavez, Isabel Levy, Pfife MacGabhann, and Theo Mann. Happy Trails to you! Rounding 
out the team were: Micah Arnold, Aileen Light, Kaia Yudice, Bridget Goodwin, Miely 
Virgo, Liam MacGabhann and Mark Snaith. 

Our Flag football Team was small in numbers, but mighty in heart. Cory Bostjancic 

returned for a third consecutive season as the coach. The team improved with every game 
and began to grow in their positions as players and teammates. Marcelo Jones found his 
calling as the team’s center and snapper. Isaiah Rasmussen was the team’s QB and called 
the plays via Cory. David Garcia and Atticus McHone-Bliss anchored both the offensive 
and defensives lines. Dylan Grimmer, Jasper Cohen, Miles Baylacq, Kai Arye, Leo Olivotti 
and Elijah Clementi and played important and key roles as running backs, receivers and 
defensive backs. Eighth graders Kai and David turned their football jerseys in for the last 
time. The team will miss you!

There were a lot of volleyballs flying around the gym this past fall. We had quite a large 
and enthusiastic team. Thanks to Buck and also to John Clarke who stepped in to help 
with practices and games. The girls worked weekly on improving their skills and it showed 
as the season progressed. In Valley style, the girls tye-dyed their team shirts together with 
the help of Kristy Muhic. The colorful shirts definitely matched their personalities! Good 
luck to our 8th girls as they bump and dig their way into Drake next fall: Izzy Lipari-
Maxson, Beth Brisson, Gracie Chavez, and Shelby Hendrickson. Back for another season 
are: Lily Cusick, Minette Strahan, Jaslyn Harty, Lili McKissick, Kylie Cooper-Clarke, 
Paloma Russ, Elle Sanders, Annika Franco, Simone Franco, Lila Fox, Emma Hamblett, 
Kaia Yudice, and Lola McCourtney. A big shout out to Kristy Muhic, who organized the 
team shirt tye-dying extravaganza and was our scorekeeper for our home matches!

The Gym 
You might be asking, “What are those nets in the gym?” Well…. They’re Pickleball nets. 
It’s the new sports craze. Pickleball courts are popping up all over the country. It’s tennis 
and table tennis mixed together. It’s actually very easy to learn how to play. I am not good 
at tennis. No matter how hard I try, I cannot keep the ball in play. Pickle Ball is differ-
ent. You play with paddle that is larger than a table tennis paddle. With the paddle being 
shorter, it is easier to make contact and control where you want the ball to go. There are 
some basic rules, which are not difficult to learn. I just started playing and I have to say 
it’s been a great way to meet new people, get my heart rate going a little bit and have 
fun. It’s a blast playing doubles! Don’t worry if you haven’t played before, Jack Sayers will 
give you the pointers you need to get comfortable with the game. Come on by the gym 
on Thursday nights and check it out! Throw $5 in the bucket to play. The action starts 
around 6:30 p.m. 

Don’t forget . . . CYO Basketball practices are starting, so there will some small adjust-
ments to the schedule. On Wednesdays, Men’s Open Gym will be starting at 7:30 in order 
to accommodate practices.

Don’t forget to throw your $5 in the bucket to keep the lights on! 

Monday: Co-Ed Open Gym @ 5:30 p.m. 
Wednesday: Men’s Open Gym @ 7:30 p.m. (Please note new winter starting time)
Thursday: Pickle Ball @ 6:30 p.m.
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Back toward Kent Lake Looking East, San Geronimo Valley in the upper right San Geronimo Valley upper left

The fire lookout (in rear) was spared Looking South East to Peters Dam and Kent Lake Looking West with Point Reyes Station in distance

Volunteer fire lookout "Steve" from 
Novato, back on duty! He was first to spot 
the fire (caused by PG&E) called it in 
about 7 pm and had to evacuate by 8 pm, 
thank you Steve!

Irving Fire, photos by Michael Sewell
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August 20 - October 31, 2018
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David and Julie Bernard
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Lynn and Alan Charne
Susan and Buck Chavez
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Andrew and Susi Giacomini
Linda Giacomini
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Alyssa and Gary Gleason
Steve and Catherine Granville
James Griffiths and Muniera Kadrie
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Kenneth and Donna Henderson
Barbara Hoefle and Debra Amerson
Donald and Shirley Holmlund
Charles P. Jones
Kaiser Permanente
Wendi Kallins
Dahlia and Jack Kamesar, Dahlia’s Tax 

Service
Karlon Kepcke and Maxwell Rossmassler
Steve and Jean Kinsey
Amos and Kristina Klausner
Margaret and Kit Krauss
Gerald Kurland
David Lakes and Stephanie Fein
Wendy Lee and Tim Ezekiel
Bob and Avis Licht
Jim Maloney
Diane Matthew
Alec Marlow McCarthy
Joseph McGarry
Lynette McLamb and Todd Steiner
John McNeil and Michaela Fleming
Michael and Catherine McQuilkin
Marty and Bud Meade
Carol and Guido Mori-Prange
Network for Good
Jennifer and Dana Noland
Aidan O’Sullivan

Snuey Pearlman-De Vries and Wypke De 
Vries

Meegan Ochs Potter
Cindy and Jim Purkey
Steve and Carol Rebscher
Arlene Reiss
Heather Richardson and Joshua Carter
Larry Rippee and Molly Rea
John C. Rodgers
Dennis Rodoni
David and Jeanette Rosen
Dana and David Russ
Michelle and John Rutledge, Rutledge 

Family Fund
Christopher Sabec
Suzanne Sadowsky
Jack Sayers and Kim Roen
Judith Selby and Richard Lang
Serenity Knolls
San Geronimo Valley Food Co-Op
Laura Shain
Anastasia Sheldon and Jay Trimble
Marion and Frank Shippey
David Shore and Zoe Sexton-Shore
Nancy Isaac Simmons
Jeff and Gina Smith, Evergreen Tree Service
Andrew Stadler and Lyda Cort
Brian and Sara Staley
Reede Stockton and Peg Hunter
Mary Lee Strebl
Kimbel and Debra Stuart
Adrienne Terrass and Aldo L. Tarigo, Jr.
Rebecca Teague
Terra Insurance Company
Kira Thelin
Thompson Builders Corporation
Wanden Treanor and Faye D’Opal
Union Bank
United Way
Tom and Amy Valens
Mark and Thelma Weiss
David Wheeler and Tona Blunt-Wheeler
Mark Wilson and Cory Vangelder
Ted Wright and April Wolcott
John and Luisa Young
Karen Zaccaglini

Grantors

California Endowment
Community Development Block Grant
County of Marin
Dino J. Ghilotti Foundation
Endurance Fund
Enterprise Holdings Foundation
First Federal Savings and Loan
Freitas Foundation
George Lucas Family Foundation
Hartford Foundation for  

Public Giving
Lagunitas Brewing Company
Marin Charitable
Marin Community Foundation
Marin First 5
Marin Municipal Water District
Nathan Cummings Foundation
Olympic Club Foundation
Presbyterian Hunger Project
Reliance Fund
San Geronimo Valley Lions Club
The Scorpio Rising Fund
West Marin Community Services
West Marin Fund
Jack and Patty Wright Foundation
Union Bank Foundation
United Way
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Thank You!
Community Center 
Contributors
by Rebecca Teague, Fund Development 
Coordinator

Big thanks to everyone that joined us on October 13th for our Heart of the 
Valley Gala! This is our biggest fundraiser of the year, and we feel very lucky to 
have a community that shows up and supports us by attending this event. The 
thank you list is too long for this article, but I would just like to thank all attend-
ees, generous sponsors, dedicated and creative volunteers, everyone at the San 
Geronimo Golf Course, the Lagunitas School District and most of all Richard 
Sloan and his family. 

The cost of living in this county has multiplied the number of low-income indi-
viduals and families living in our area. Many families who have two incomes still 
struggle to meet their basic needs. The combined impact of expensive housing, 
transportation and childcare costs put an enormous financial strain on families 
and seniors living in our community. Our Center’s mission is to work upstream 
to meet our community’s needs by establishing vital locally based and locally 
driven programs and services. Please look out for our annual letter and report 
in your post box for more information on how we are serving our community. 
Please donate! Any amount helps fund our critical services here in the Valley.

Please consider joining our Council of Major Donors, which is comprised of 
individuals, families, foundations and businesses that make exemplary financial 
contributions  to the Community Center each year. Each of these donors support 
our mission to foster healthy communities within the San Geronimo Valley 
and Nicasio by providing a dynamic center for locally based human services, 
arts and culture, education, health and wellness, and community building. 
Council members come from the Valley, Nicasio, Fairfax and other neighboring 
communities. Each member of the Council makes a substantial direct or in-kind 
contribution. The collective impact of Council members’ contributions is incred-
ibly important to the financial health and well-being of the Community Center.

Other ways to financially support the Community Center include making a 
monthly contribution, contributing stocks, bonds, real estate or a vehicle, or by 
joining our Legacy Circle by making a planned gift to the Community Center 
through your estate. 

You can make a recurring or one-time gift today through our website www.sgvcc.
org, by sending in a check, coming in to see me or by giving me a call at 415-
328-7988. The following individuals, businesses and grantors have made gener-
ous contributions between August 20, 2018 through October 31, 2018. We are 
so grateful for all of you this winter season!

Community Center Wish List
If you would like to help the Center by donating any of these items or becoming a volunteer, 
please call Poko at 488-8888, ext. 250 or email pgiacomini@sgvcc.org. We look  forward to 
thanking you in the next issue of Stone Soup!

The Office:
• Copy Paper • Pens • Tape • Pencils 

The Kitchen:
• Strong volunteers to help set up and break down Food Bank on Thursdays
• Flatware: Forks, Spoon & Knives
• Teachers for one-time cooking class

The Loft
• Clean Large Area Rugs
• Leather Couches
• Vinyl bean bags
• Paper
• Wii Games
• AA Batteries
• PE equipment in good condition

 
Don’t forget that donations of food are always welcome at the Food Bank, so organize a food 
drive at your church, community or youth group today, and we’ll specially thank you in the 
next issue of Stone Soup!
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With Respect
Our entire community was saddened to learn of the passing of long time community member 
Debbie DiBenedetto. Our hearts go out to her husband Ernie and family. 

“Debra Louise DiBenedetto Age 63, of San Geronimo, California, died unexpectedly in a 
bicycle accident on Monday, October 29, on Sir Francis Drake Blvd. in San Geronimo Valley. 
Debra was born on February 1, 1955 in Narragansett, Rhode Island, to Ovila Stefano and 
Louise (McMillan) Stefano. She grew up in New England, some of her most cherished times 
spent at her grandparents’ home in Newport, Rhode Island. Debra was the family matriarch 
who was happiest surrounded by family. She was passionate about nature and found peace 
outside. She loved camping, biking, hiking and time at the beach. She was an amazing baker. 
Debra was an innovative educator who cared deeply about all her students. She was incred-
ibly passionate about outdoor education. She currently was a second grade teacher at Dixie 
Elementary School and has taught many grade levels over the years. In lieu of flowers please 
consider a contribution to the Debra DiBenedetto Outdoor Education Fund or Debra’s 
Family Memorial Fund both on GoFundMe.”       
         Published in Marin Independent Journal on Nov. 3, 2018

Carl Nehm of Fairfax recently passed away. Carl was a regular attendee of our Senior Lunch 
program. Our condolences go to Carl’s wife Elaine.

Ron Nelson recently passed away. Ron spent the majority of his life in Lagunitas. Our condo-
lences go out to his family.

Long time Valley resident Dwayne Foster passed away in August. Dwayne was an amaz-
ing artist who painted the signs at the Lagunitas Store and at the San Geronimo Veterinary 
Clinic. Dwayne was a regular volunteer at the Community Center’s food bank and supported 
the annual Thanksgiving distribution.

As we went to press we sadly learned that Dan Giddings passed away. Dan’s wife JoAnn also 
recently passed away. We’ll have more information about Dan in our next issue of Stone 
Soup.

The entire San Geronimo Valley was saddened and celebrated the life of our favorite 
beagle Dugan who died of natural causes in October. The beagle crossing sign near the 
Lagunitas School Road and Sir Francis Drake intersection memorializes Dugan. Dugan was 
the family dog of the Giacomini family and he lived for sixteen years in Woodacre and in 
San Geronimo. Dugan had his daily walk, always using the school crosswalk, to visit the 
Lagunitas School and the Community Center. Dugan regularly assisted the custodial staff 
with garbage clean up throughout the campus. He was beloved by his family, the Lagunitas 
School and Community Center staff, and our students.

Richard Sloan at the Heart of the Valley Gala

l-r Alexander McQuilkin, Dave Cort, Wavy Gravy, Peace Festival

Artwork, Peace FestivalCommunity Center kitchen early 1970s

Dugan

Milestones in Pictures
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Arts & Events 
Saturday, December 1, 2018 

Holiday Arts Faire
An enlivening tradition for almost 50 years . . .

Bring family and friends to enjoy a festive afternoon of musi-
cal performances, delicious soups, salads (and tamales), green 
workshop, silent auction, a visit with Santa and, of course, the 
Crafts Faire!

Don’t miss it!

Schedule:

Food—Ongoing

Crafts and Artisans—11 am - ongoing West Room and East Room

Greens Workshop—ongoing

12:30 - 2pm—Santa - Living Room

12:30 pm—Gan Halev Chanukah celebration - Valley Room

1:00—West Marin Senior Services holiday singing – Valley Room

1:30—Lights of Life

2:30—Dani Levy music for kids

3:30 pm—Terry Shea and Lagunitas School band

Bob Buscho and his turned wooden bowls

Rebecca Maloney with her knitted goods

Wreath making at the Center Cynthia Neville’s Herbal 
Remedies & Body Care

Kirsten Gamble’s artwork

Another work of art by Kirsten Gamble

Mot the elf

Nepal textiles

Waldorf goods

Bags and aprons by Lisa Lanning and Heidi Calderon



Saturday, December 15th, 7 pm; Sunday, December 16th, 4 pm

Michael McQuilkin Family Music Hour XVI
Lagunitas School Multipurpose Room, 1 Lagunitas Road, San Geronimo  
(around the corner from SGVCC)
$10 suggested donation

Join us for a special evening of music featuring some of the 
Valley’s greatest musical talent! 

Hear the Chavez family singers, Tealy Gapinski, Kira Thelin, 
Andrew Giacomini, Alexa Davidson, John Cunningham, 
Cindy Purky, the McQuilkin brothers, Kevin Meade, 
Katherine Wethington, Isabella Andrews, Lila Fox, and the 
Valley All-Star band, Tim Cain and the Lagunitas Horns! 

Come find out why this event has been packed every time – it’s 
so much fun! Bring the whole family – it’s a great reunion for 
the returning college students and everyone else.

KIDS WELCOME! “Music brings families together!”

Wednesday, December 19th, 6 pm
Valley Arts & Lectures
American Circumcision
American Circumcision is an award-winning, feature-length documentary about the modern 
circumcision debate and the growing Intactivist movement, which says that all human beings 
should have the right to make their own choices about their own bodies. Filmmaker Brendon 
Marotta interviews people instrumental in promoting the bodily integrity and genital autonomy 
rights of infants and children, including Dr. Dean Edell and Marilyn Milos, RN. Those promot-
ing circumcision are also interviewed so that viewers are exposed to both sides of this controver-
sial children’s rights issue. 

Evening presented by Marilyn Milos

Discussion will follow.

Saturday, March 2nd, 8 pm

Barry “The Fish” Melton Band
Having played together since the early 1980s, The Barry “The Fish” Melton Band continues to 
uphold the tradition of San Francisco Rock & Roll that put the Bay Area on the musical map in 
the mid 1960s. Their music is best summed up by a line from one of their songs – “When the band 
starts playing, I don’t want to stop!!”

BARRY “THE FISH” MELTON (Country Joe & The Fish)
DAVID BENNETT COHEN (Country Joe & The Fish)
PETER ALBIN (Big Brother & The Holding Company)
ROY BLUMENFELD (The Blues Project)
DAVID AGUILAR (Norton Buffalo)

Saturday, March 16, 4 pm

Annual St. Patrick’s Day Youth Talent Show
Lagunitas School Multipurpose Room
$15 adults, $12 Senior, $8 Children. Family of 3 or more $35.
With MC Extraordinaire Jasper Thelin! And assistant MC Alexander McQuilkin!
4:00pm Younger Kids 5:00pm Dinner 6:00pm Older Youth

Save the date for a rollicking good St. Patrick’s Day celebration bringing together our whole 
community for a worthy cause! Local youth talent ranging in age from the single digits to their 
teens will blow our minds with stellar performances to benefit the Community Center After 
School Programs. One of the Center’s all-time favorite events. It’s a great opportunity for the 
kids to stretch to the next level, building confidence and public presentation skills. Encourage 
them to begin planning their acts now! 

The show is open to youth who are grammar and high school-aged. The majority of the kids are 
from the Lagunitas School District but we usually have kids from Nicasio, Ross Valley, private 
schools and home school. 

All proceeds support scholarships for SGVCC After School Programs, keeping them accessible 
for all the families that need them. Thank you for continuing to purchase tickets for the whole 
family, including performers. If your family is experiencing a hardship that would make that 
impossible, please contact Howie Cort to make sliding scale arrangements. 

Visual Arts 
by Larry Rippee
From the perspective of the visual arts program 
2018 was a year of successes and losses.

We celebrated several group shows now becom-
ing traditions—the 7th annual Photography 
group show, 8th annual Senior Lunch Group Show, 9th Pressing Matters 
Printmakers Show and of course, the 28th Annual Spring Art Show.

We hosted fine solo exhibits including the paintings of Geoff Bernstein and 
Priscilla Patey, the photography of Vicki Chase, etchings by Gabrielle Schwibach, 
pastels by Connie Smith Siegel and multimedia work by Tom Tabakin. Helen 
Webber’s retrospective show of tapestries and prints was a special moment—she 
celebrated her 90th birthday during her exhibit.

The “Bagel Boys” (a group of primarily Valley artists who meet each Tuesday 
morning at the Woodacre Market to share stories, discuss art, stimulate their close 
friendships and of course, eat bagels) presented a show that included Brian Frank 
Carter, Harry Cohen, Skip Henderson, Lars Johnson and Karen Worth and featur-
ing a memorial to passed Bagel Boys, Peter Strindberg and Jack Kamesar.

And there’s where the losses come in. Griff Griffiths died not long after the show 
honoring Peter and Jack. It’s of course the natural consequence of an aging demo-
graphic, but nevertheless when I think of how many of our fine artists have left us 
in just in the last few years I’m stunned.

And the question that comes to mind is, “Who will take the place of these irre-
placeable artists?”

I attempt to encourage and foster younger artists that I meet in the Valley. But I 
find few can stay long, usually due to the lack of affordable housing. 

In October, I attended a meeting of Marin Arts Culture Action held at the Dance 
Palace in Pt. Reyes Station. The conversation was hosted by the County of Marin 
and the Marin Cultural Association to discuss the creation of a countywide 
Culture Master Plan.

The themes that surfaced the most during the dialog were: How and where can we 
establish art centers and housing to allow artists to continue to work, and how do 
we encourage emerging artists?

I’m sorry to report even though a lot of thoughtful comments were made, no 
grand solution emerged that evening. But they are the questions that will have to 
be answered if we hope to continue our tradition of fostering arts in the Valley.
***
A sneak preview of upcoming shows in 2019: The Senior Lunch Group Art Show, 
a solo exhibit by Gaetano De Felice, a Laurence and Barbara Brauer exhibit in 
conjunction with National Poetry Month and the 2nd Annual West Marin Film 
Festival plus much more.
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2018 Winter Gallery Art Shows 
at the Maurice Del Mué Galleries 

Valley Room — Enter through Lobby
West Room — Adjoining Valley Room

JANUARY
Valley Room  9th Annual Senior Lunch Group Art Show
West Room  9th Annual Senior Lunch Group Art Show
Reception Sunday, January 13, 4-7pm

FEBRUARY
Valley Room  TBA
West Room  TBA
Reception Sunday, February 10, 4-7pm

MARCH
Valley Room  Gaetano De Felice
West Room  Gaetano De Felice
Reception Sunday, March 10, 4-7pm

APRIL
Valley Room  Barbara Brauer and Laurence Brauer:
    Celebrating National Poetry Month
West Room  Barbara Brauer and Laurence Brauer:
    Celebrating National Poetry Month

Also coming in April: 2nd Annual West Marin Film Festival, April 5th & 6th
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Alphabet Soup
Compliled by Martha Allen

Reflections
by Suzanne Sadowsky
Cleaning out my closets

I am writing this in mid-October and in a few days I’ll take a 
trip to New York City, my second visit this year. By the time you 

read this article I will be back home in the Valley. This will be my grandson Jacob’s 
first trip to the Big Apple. He has been practicing his Brooklyn accent and he’s looking 
forward to finding a place where he can get an egg cream. (if you don’t know about 
egg creams look it up on Google). Also, on the trip will be my daughter Heather and 
granddaughter Sadie, both of who have been to the city many times. Although my 
three progeny are all California natives, they have a special affinity for New York. 

Each time I go back I am in thrall with the vitality of New York as I witness how much 
things have changed and at the same time how much has stayed the same. My old 
neighborhood in Brooklyn is still a real neighborhood. It still offers small neighbor-
hood shops and restaurants and my elementary school is still thriving. But like our own 
Valley community, the cost of housing has increased astronomically  —rents for regular 
working people are not so affordable—even by New York standards. A nice 1-BR apart-
ment rents for about $1,800 minimum. Even though housing costs have gone up, there 
are still rent controlled apartments on New York allowing many older people to remain 
securely in their homes. Even with rent control and other rent stabilization measures, 
landlords can still raise rents in some rent-controlled apartments by as much as 7.5% a 
year.

What is most exciting about my hometown is the diversity of people who live in New 
York. When I was a girl, our neighbors were mostly Jewish, Italian and Irish. Our fam-
ily restaurants were the kosher deli, Scarola’s,—our local Italian restaurant—and just 
another block down the street on Church Avenue was the Chinese restaurant where 
my dad and I would often go out for lunch. Today, the cuisine in my old neighbor-
hood is much more diverse. The kosher deli is gone but there are two Thai restau-
rants, a Jamaican eatery, Asian fusion, Mexican, Indian, Dominican and even a casual 
California style restaurant where you can order a Kombucha Hibiscus Ginger Lime 
Drink. 

At this time of my life—I’ll turn 83 on November 30—I am often nostalgic. My 
long-term memory seems to be well intact, but I find myself not always able to recall 
the names of people who I’ve known for short periods of time. Do I miss New York? 
Of course, I do. It’s an amazing city and it was (and undoubtedly still is) a wonderful 
place to have grown up—bike rides along Ocean Parkway, Coney Island, and some of 
the best public education in the U.S. Do I want to, or could I live there again? Not in 
a New York minute would I consider moving back to New York. The climate is hor-
rific and navigating the excellent public transportation system would be way too hard 
on my aging osteoarthritic knees and ankles. I live in the San Geronimo Valley. What 
could be better than that?

Here are four poems from the Open Classroom. They were focusing 
on writing vivid imagery and illustrated their poems

How to Eat a Goal
by Dillon Parsons

You run up to the soccer pitch with all your might
You may get passed to or you may be dribbling
You feel sweat dripping down your face
You get close enough to shoot

You strike the ball with so much power
The ball hits the back of the net! Swoosh!
You feel a rush of happiness engulf you
Your team rushes over to you and cheers
This is how to eat a goal!

The Door
by Bridget Goodwin

Light seep through
Seams in the door
Like the smell of 
freshly made waffles 
wafting to my nose.

But I sit stiff
Hidden under a pile of
Worn old costumes
In a plastic box.

I hear thundering
Footsteps drawing near.
I seize my breath;
The door shrieks open
Light enters.

Fire
by Eben McConnell

Fire is like a beast unheard of,
Consuming everything in its path
And anything that dares challenge it,

Inspiring terror in anything close,
A string of vengeance,
Battling its way across

She who is nature,
Earth, and the embodiment of life.
A giant of smoke engulfs the surrounding skies

And laughs at all the beautiful things around him,
Knowing that they too would soon be lapped up by
The dancing flames of Fire. 

CraZy
by Kamielia Virgo

To hide in the world
Alter with age
It might be none of my business
You see them on porches and on lawns
Down by the lakeside
It passes the time
Of wonder and which I emptied my cage
Raised both my hands tiptoed the floor

It might be a good idea one day
The trouble is you never see anyone.
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Wilderness Calls
by Paul Berensmeier

One with Deer

They begin to come . . . this time I’m ready. Freeze . . . breath 
soft . . . avoid eye contact. Silence . . . soft footfall . . . nothing . . 

. wind in trees . . . leaves rustling . . . another footfall . . . quail call . . . pileated wood-
pecker laugh. Nature pauses in that unique quietude . . . everything stops . . . no wind . . 
. no birds . . . complete stillness.

Anticipation . . . a shift . . . soft wind . . . leaves fall . . . bird calls . . . listen . . . com-
ing out of this magic moment . . . moving deftly with this rhythm of the forest . . . he 
appears out of nowhere . . . right next to me. Small . . . lithe . . . delicate . . . nose catch-
ing scents . . . eyes catching movement. The fawn relaxes . . . no danger . . . quiet . . . 
motionless.

Another pause . . . stillness . . . be patient . . . soft breath. Another shift . . . wind . . . 
leaves rustle . . . the mother appears. Much more cautious . . . alert . . . big ears listening . 
. . big eyes watch me. Don’t blink . . . don’t sway . . . don’t look. Fawn relaxes . . . brushes 
past my leg and eats the tender leaves on branches I just pruned. Two beautiful rows of 
spots on its back.

Mother finally relaxes . . . then it comes alive . . . movement all around me . . . fawn and 
mother eat heartily . . . birds flitter all around us . . . a pregnant doe walks right up to me 
. . . wary . . . carefully looks me over. Accepting me, she brushes past my other leg and 
feeds next to the fawn. I see flies . . . even flees on their backs!

Loud noise . . . big eyes and ears look . . . listen. I’m in the way . . . the doe leans to one 
side and cranes her neck to look around me. No danger. 45 minutes . . . 60 . . . the preg-
nant one is still eating. Slowly . . . reach out . . . touch her back . . . tail whips around . . 
. hits my fingers . . . no danger.

I study the dew claws . . . hear her stomach rumble . . . watch her tail swish the flies . . . 
hear them buzz. I slowly reach out to touch her side . . . she detects movement . . . huge 
eyes look deeply into mine . . . don’t blink . . . don’t breath. We’re so close she has to 
move her head sideways to follow the length of my arm . . . don’t sway . . . no danger.

Time is different . . . it changes . . . shadows grow long. Mother flinches . . . backs 
straight up into me . . . acutely sensing danger . . . in the opposite direction. The fawn is 
startled . . . dashes for cover . . . right at me . . . swerves at last second . . . missing me by 
inches!

I grow lightheaded . . . can’t stand still much longer . . . nausea. “I’m going to have to 
move,” I whisper to them . . . ears cock toward me . . . no danger. Though I’m very cau-
tious and slow, my first movement sends a shock through our group . . . they dash off . . . 
looking back at me quizzically. . . .

I was “one with deer” . . . and now I’m just a human. 

Dirt First
by Will McQuilkin

When I am writing this article, it is the Fall, but when it is published 
it will be the Winter. In the Fall, I have been pruning back the sum-
mer growth, planting lettuce in a small bed, and sewing a cover crop 

of clover and vetch over a small plot of disused soil. In the winter, I will be waiting and 
watching everything grow with the rain. 

In the winter it is important to observe your garden and remember the Gift of Good 
Land. If you are lucky enough to have a bit of good land available to you, then you 
must remember that it is a gift, which means it is your responsibility to care for it. If it is 
uncovered, cover it. Uncovered land is like an open wound that bleeds. In fact, uncovered 
land releases carbon, which combines with the oxygen in the air creating carbon dioxide. 
Thus, poor soil management is a cause of global climate change. Good soil management 
does the reverse. Not only does it help keep carbon in the ground, but by building soil, 
by allowing decay to build upon itself, the soil sequesters carbon. This implies that, by 
being a good friend to the land, you can help reverse global climate change. 

Winter is a perfect time to help build your soil. Plant a cover crop that can be dug back 
into the earth as a green manure. Add a layer of compost and/or mulch to your beds 
to improve the soil quality. You can even start a compost directly on top of a space you 
would like to cultivate in the spring, given that the materials will decompose and leech 
down into the soil you want to plant in (give the pile 3-6 months to break down before 
planting in it). 

Wendell Berry once said, “There are no unsacred places; there are only sacred spaces, and 
desecrated spaces.” I want to close by saying that the opportunity to heal more Good 
Land was missed by this community when we decided to keep a Golf Course, rather than 
heal a desecrated place. The San Geronimo Valley Golf course has been desecrated by 
chemicals, and water that belongs to Larsen Creek. As a community, we denied a Gift of 
Good Land and have opted instead, to keep the space as it is. That is not inherently a bad 
thing. Oftentimes, leaving something alone is a wonderful thing. But in this case, we have 
missed an opportunity that may not come again. We have denied the Gift of Good Land.

Tonight’s Sky (Dec–Feb)
by Rich Lohman
The centerpiece in the Winter sky is the constellation of Orion. It is recognized by the 3 stars of 
Orion’s belt. Early in December and into January (about 8 pm) you’ll need to look low in the 
east to find Orion. There you’ll see the “hunter” on its side, as shown in the image below. For 
many astronomers, the highlight in Orion is the “star nursery” located in the Orion Nebula. 
You’ll find the nebula as a fuzzy spot in the middle of Orion’s sword, hanging down from his 
belt. In this image the sword is hanging sideways. You’ll only need binoculars to make out this 
beautiful, star-creating cloud of dust and gas.

I’d also like to point out 3 major stars in this image: Betelgeuse, Rigel and Aldebaran. Betelgeuse 
(in Orion) and Aldebaran (in Taurus) are both in their red-giant (old age) phases of star life. You 
may notice a yellow-orange color in both them. Rigel (in Orion) is a much younger star with a 
noticeable bluish-white tint. Rigel (11,000 degrees temperature), compared to Betelgeuse and 
Aldebaran (about 3500 degrees) accounts for the color differences.

Another highlight of this scene is found by moving up vertically from Betelgeuse and through 
Aldebaran to a “fuzzy spot” at the top. This spot, easily seen with naked eyes on a clear night, 
is an open star cluster called “The Pleaides”. Using only binoculars you will be able to see this 
cluster of 6-7 jewel-like stars, plus many dimmer stars. The cluster is also called the “Seven 
Sisters”, but notice the configuration of stars as it compares to the emblem on the Subaru auto-
mobile. In Japan, this cluster is called “Subaru”. 

Early AM skies also offer some treats in this year’s December-January skies. Venus is now a 

“morning star”. Look for her rather high in the southeastern sky before dawn. She’ll be so bright 
you can’t miss her! Then come early January you’ll start to see Jupiter making his way towards 
Venus. Venus is the brighter of the two. And on about January 22 you’ll see both rising together 
and forming a beautiful, sparkling duo.

Feel free to contact me for questions: richneal@pacbell.net or 415-488-1938
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Valley Emergency Readiness Group (VERG)
Exciting things are happening with VERG! Recent Fires have increased interest in our group, 
which promotes personal preparedness for emergencies and offers education and organization 
for being prepared. Science shows that when communities work together, there is a better 
chance of both lives and structures being saved from disasters. 

VERG meets monthly, generally on the 4th Thursday of each month to coordinate our orga-
nization and events. These meetings are generally administrative in nature, however all are 
welcome. We are completely staffed by volunteers and continue to welcome anyone willing to 
work with us. NEXT MEETING: Thursday, November 29, 7-8PM with a social hour follow-
ing since this is the last meeting of 2018. We will also be holding nominations for a Co-Chair 
position. Questions can be directed to our email: sgvdisastergroup@yahoo.com

Remember: Be Prepared! 

San Geronimo Valley Stewards
San Geronimo Valley Stewards have poured over the Final SEIR and submitted comments to 
the County Planning Commission on the Supplemental Environmental Impact Report con-
cerning new construction and home improvement projects in the Valley. The County expects 
to schedule hearings in December or January.

Included in our comprehensive comments to the County is this paragraph:
“Most important, please listen to the families who live in San Geronimo Valley. We learn from 
Dr. Elinor Ostrum, who was awarded the 2009 Nobel Prize in Economic Sciences, that fisher-
ies and other natural resources are best managed by local communities. We recommend her 
book, Governing the Commons (Cambridge University Press 1990). Rules governing com-
mon resources should match local needs and conditions. People affected by the rules should 
participate in setting and modifying the rules. Thank you for your attention to our comments.”

As we prepare for winter rains, please clear debris out of drainage channels and from your roof 
gutters around your home. 
 
Consider installing a rain catchment system to capture roof runoff for use as garden water next 
summer with MMWD’s $50.00 rebate for up to five rain barrels (https://www.marinwater.
org/399/Limited-Time-Rebates). Stock up on batteries and chargers for storm power outages. 

San Geronimo Valley Lions
Hello Stone Soup Enthusiasts, the San Geronimo Valley Lions Club is in full speed ahead 
mode and looking forward to a productive and fun year serving the Valley and providing a 
platform to improve and benefit the lives of all Valley residents. Recent achievements were the 
visual screening of over 350 adults and students, the collection of 800 pairs of glasses for redis-
tribution after refurbishing, and the collection of funds at the 4th of July Dickson Ranch bash 
where we sold out of burgers and dogs. Call to join us for a dinner meeting at the Two Bird 
Cafe. Guest speakers and lively conversation as we plan and debate the coming years’ activities 
and disbursement to local charities. Men and women, your neighbors and friends, engaged in 
goodwill and heartfelt community action, it’s positive motion in a complicated world. Crab 
Feed on the horizon, holidays just around the corner, get up off that couch and get Lionized 
in local and thoroughly fulfilling activity, good for your heart, good for your soul, and good 
for the hearts of your countrymen...Best to all. President Andy Giddings 415 456-0147

The River Otter Ecology Project
River otters are growing apace, and the young are becoming braver about venturing away from 
their mothers. We’re winding down our coastal and reservoir monitoring, and gearing up for 
winter monitoring of Lagunitas Creek. Please let us know if you see river otters in the SGV 
(or anywhere) on our website, www.riverotterecology.org. By the way, we have a brand new 
website! Tap on over and take a look; we’re super happy with it. One of our favorite features is 
the easy click-to-mark inputting to map where you see otters.

We have one more presentation, Santa Clara Audubon, on November 14, a few more sessions 
with our terrific class at Tomales High School and then it will be time for another year of 
otters, otters, otters. 

San Geronimo Community Presbyterian Church
Introducing THE HONOR PANTRY at the SGCPC! This amazing food program oper-
ates 7 days a week in the large storage building on our campus. It is a designated outlet for 
Extrafood.org, which uses a network of donors and volunteers to rescue wholesome food and 
redistribute it to non-profit entities throughout Marin County. You will know your HONOR 
PANTRY volunteers by their brown aprons. We receive deliveries every day, and ask our cli-
ents to wait outside until items are organized. In order to benefit the most people, please be 
mindful of how much you take, limit-
ing a household to 1 bag each day. 
There is also a donation box, to help 
defray the Pantry costs, located on the 
wall. No amount is too small. Checks 
may be payable to SGCPC. ALL ARE 
WELCOME! 

December 24th – 5 p.m. Christmas 
Eve service of Candlelight and Carols

Every Sunday, worship at 11 a.m. 
Please join us!

San Geronimo Community 
Presbyterian Church is at 6001 SF 
Drake Blvd, corner of Nicasio Valley 
Rd. Phone 488-9318. 

San Geronimo Valley Emergency Fund
The San Geronimo Valley Emergency Fund has been serving our community since 2000. We 
are dedicated to providing financial help to qualifying applicants who are experiencing hard-
ship due to unforeseen circumstances. Our board decides awards on a case by case basis. We 
serve the four villages of the San Geronimo Valley.

Over the years we have averaged a total of $12,000 per year in grants to the needy residents 
of our community. We would like to give thanks to all of our very generous donors without 
whose help we could to help those in need. A big thank you to all the people who took part 
in our September fund raiser “Jazz on the Lawn.” Everyone enjoyed a lovely afternoon to the 
music of The Tina Marzell Quartet. Look for us at the Holiday Fair in December at our baked 
goods table. 

Gan HaLev
Gan HaLev is the Jewish Congregation in San Geronimo Valley. It means Garden of the Heart, 
in Hebrew. 

Our programs take place mainly in the San Geronimo Valley and Fairfax. Gan HaLev mem-
bers and program participants come from all over Marin County. We are unaffiliated and 
consider ourselves to be post-denominational — our members come from diverse religious 
backgrounds and parts of the world. 

We are families with children, single-parent families, couples, and single adults of all ages, at 
all stages in the life cycle. If you are seeking an inclusive, inviting community in which to 
participate and experience Jewish life, we may be the Jewish group you have been looking 
for. Some of our events are lay-led and sometimes we hire rabbis and other leaders for specific 
events including Shabbats, High Holidays and other major holidays. We invite you to join us 
in co-creating Jewish experiences meaningful to you and the community. 

For more information about Gan HaLev, please email shalom @ ganhalev.org or call 415.488.4524.

St. Cecilia’s & St. Mary’s
by Rev. Cyril O’Sullivan

Immigration All Americans believe we have the right to secure our borders, but not everyone 
believes the methods used. Border Patrol Officials are separating children from their parents 
as young as 18 months old. This is extraordinarily cruel and inhuman. History will record 
this as a dark chapter in American history. Since the beginning of 2018, 7,000 undocumented 
children the Federal Government has taken into custody and placed with adult sponsors. The 
Office of Refugee Resettlement does not know where 1,475 of them are. These are crimes 
against humanity, crimes worse than undocumented immigrants. 

SGV Healthy Community Collaborative
About the Healthy Community Collaborative

Since 1996 the Community Center has hosted monthly meetings of the San Geronimo Valley Healthy Community Collaborative (HCC). The collaborative gives local organizations 
and individuals the opportunity to gather at the Community Center and share information about the work they do on behalf of our Valley community. Each member organization of 
the collaborative is invited to submit a short update on recent activities and information on upcoming events that reflect the collaborative community composition of the HCC. Each 
member organization is responsible for the content and accuracy of their submission. The HCC meets on the second Wednesday of the month 3:30-5 pm. If you would like to come to 
the meetings, send an email to dcort@sgvcc.org

Sprouts Market delivery with volunteers Margaret 
Krauss and Josie Poppy
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San Geronimo Valley Planning Group
Founded 1972

GOLF COURSE UPDATE
Nov. 1 – County/TPL gave Touchstone a 60 day notice terminating golf course operations.
Nov. 13 – The County rescinded their Resolution to purchase the golf course from Trust for 
Public Land effective Dec. 31.

Trust for Public Land is still committed to a park and habitat restoration but cannot afford to 
continue paying interest fees on their loan indefinitely.

The PG joined numerous environmental organizations, representing more than 30,000 mem-
bers, in sending a letter to the BOS indicating their continued support to acquire the golf 
course for a park, habitat restoration and uses that benefit the community.

KNOTWEED
Funds have become available that will aid in the removal of this dangerous and invasive plant 
from our Valley Creeks.

STEERING COMMITTEE 2018-19 ELECTION RESULTS
Chair, Brian Staley (Woodacre); Vice-Chair, Eric Morey (Woodacre); Secretary, Linda 
Nave (Lagunitas); Treasurer, Paul Berensmeier (Forest Knolls); At Large Representatives: 
Ken Naffziger (Woodacre); Michelle Clein (Lagunitas); Fred Mundy (Forest Knolls); Jean 
Berensmeier (Lagunitas); Peter Pennypacker (Forest Knolls). 

For more information - wwwsgvpg.org

West Marin Senior Services
Neighbors helping neighbors 

The next time you head over the hill West Marin Senior Services would like you to consider 
bringing an elder with you. Become a TRIP volunteer driver and you can help a senior in your 
area who no longer drives get to their doctors appointments, shop, or help them run errands 
and receive mileage reimbursement for your efforts. This can be a nice way to connect with 
someone in your own area, and make your trip enjoyable for you both! 

To join the TRIP Program - contact the Travel Navigators (415) 454-0902

For assistance finding a driver - contact Mark Solomons at West Marin Senior Services (415) 
663-8148 ext103.

Spend the holiday time of year with a neighbor, creating a new friendship, all while checking 
off your to do lists. 

San Geronimo Valley Affordable Housing Assoc.
Thank you from the San Geronimo Valley Affordable Housing Association!!1

The Valley’s third annual Housing Fair on October 27 was a great success. About 75 local 
people – homeowners, renter, realtors and contractors participated in a half-day program with 
affordable housing experts from the County and other organizations. We formally launched 
the Valley’s Real Community Rentals project where we will working with CLAM to facilitate 
the creation of Junior Second Units and other housing opportunities for local home owners 
and renters in the Valley and Nicasio. 

We thank all of the volunteers who joined us in support of Measure W. The West Marin ballot 
measure needed a YES vote by two-thirds of, voters but it passed with a 73% majority!!! The 
new 4% TOT on short-term rentals will assure a secure and steady source of funds - $1.3 mil-
lion the first year – to be used for emergency fire services and affordable housing in the Valley 
and other West Marin communities. 

To get on our mailing list send an e-mail to info@sgvaha.org, or for more information on sec-
ond units, rentals, or other affordable housing matters call us at 415-488-4890. Or visit our 
website at www.sgvaha.org.

We send everyone our best wishes for the winter holidays and the new year.

Wilderness Way
by Paul and Jean Berensmeier, Founding Famjly 1999

It’s been a slow start to take children out on the land with family health issues still lingering, 
but there is daylight ahead:

LARSEN CREEK 
Every fall, children from Montessori go out and remove golf balls from Larsen Creek that flow 
downstream from the Back Nine. Last year the Kindergarten Class found 98 golf balls. One 
kid’s observation: “Good idea. Fish don’t eat golf balls.” Another: “They’re not very good golf-
ers are they?” Out of the mouths of babes . . .

SALMON MURAL 
The beautiful 25’ mural on the side of the WW building which was a math/art project by the 
6th grade still needs touching up. 

MADRONE BERRIES
These bright red berries are out. We gather them and make beautiful necklaces for gift giving – 
just like Native Miwok did in the past.

VALLEY WILDLIFE
Paul is still collecting wildlife vignettes for his Valley wildlife films. If you see something spe-
cial contact Paul at kokopauli@sbcglobal.net or Jean at jeanberens@comcast.net 

Marin County Parks
Meet Your Ranger: Fairfax Native Jason Olivotti

What’s your name and job title? Jason Olivotti, Chief Ranger

How long have you worked for Marin County Parks? 

I think it’s about six years now that I’ve been a park ranger. I became Chief Ranger this sum-
mer. My territory covers north and west Marin. It includes McInnis Park, Stafford Lake Park, 
and our western parks like Agate Beach, Upton Beach, Chicken Ranch Beach, Village Green 
Park in Stinson Beach, Bolinas Park, Whitehouse Pool, Point Reyes Park, Miller Boat Launch 
and Bolinas Lagoon Preserve. It also covers the Novato-area preserves like Mount Burdell, Rush 
Creek, Verissimo Hills, Little Mountain, Indian Tree, and Deer Island. 

You grew up in Fairfax. What did you love about the outdoors as a child? 

I was born and raised in Fairfax. My first 
memory of being in nature was being in 
my parent’s backpack in the Elliot’s Nature 
Preserve, now Cascade Canyon. It’s magical 
there. For me, what I really loved about the 
outdoors was the sense of adventure and inspi-
ration. I spent hours playing with my brother 
in the open spaces of Fairfax, Lake Lagunitas, 
and Mt Tam. Now I live in Woodacre with 
my wife and 2 boys. I try to bring my boys 
out in nature and expose them to as many dif-
ferent things as possible. 

Why did you want to become a park ranger? 

It was a calling. Being a park ranger is such 
a great way to give back to the community on a lot of different levels from preserving 
habitat and providing places for people to recreate to educating visitors about what makes 
these places so unique.

What’s the most common question you get from park visitors? 

The biggest question is probably, “Why can’t I do that?” so a lot of my job is educating 
people on public safety and how we work to balance preservation with recreation. 

Do you have a favorite spot to visit in West Marin? 

One of my favorite things to do is watch the salmon spawn at the Leo T Cronin Fish 
Viewing area in Lagunitas. It’s a magical experience, a great place to take family and 
friends from mid-November through January. I love to watch the salmon jump up the 
Inkwells. Seeing salmon jumping up a waterfall is an amazing experience. 

What’s the most important thing you wish visitors knew about Marin County Parks? 

There are lots of opportunities to get involved. We have a large volunteer program where 
people can help out with everything from art-building projects like Spirit Nest to Stafford 
Lake Bike Park upkeep to restoration and coastal clean ups. 

What’s the best part about working for Marin County Parks? 

I love working with all the people at my job and in the community—it’s a great opportu-
nity to make new friends and make the world a better place. 
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Movie Muse
by Peter Oppenheimer

The highlight for me of this year’s Mill Valley Film Festival was 
the unexpected discovery of 3 astonishing new documentaries, 
each of which took me on an adventure to far-flung places, 
allowing me to meet fascinating, charming and heroic people, 

and vicariously to engage in intense artistic, athletic and humanitarian pursuits. This 
alone would have made these films exceptional. But what was astonishing to me 
was that in addition, each one had some sort of magic potion whereby my spirit felt 
enlarged, invigorated and somehow more determined and capable than before I’d sat 
through each of these films.

The first of these was Moving Stories, whose tag line is “Six Dancers…. Four 
Countries…. One Week to Transform Lives.” Moving Stories is about the acclaimed 
Brooklyn Battery Dance Company and their free, weeklong, dance/healing/transfor-
mation workshops, conducted around the world with youth who’ve experienced war, 
poverty, sexual exploitation or the severe trauma of being refugees (and sometimes all 
of the above).

We meet the charismatic and courageous teacher/dancers working in India, Romania, 
South Korea and Iraq, and the children who, through movement and interactive exer-
cises, learn the tools of choreography and collaboration with which to create together 
a dance wherein each of their expressions is given a voice and blended with the oth-
ers. 

What a difference in their interactions from the first day to the last, which in each 
case is a public performance in their communities. During the week, individuals dis-
tract and disrupt, and the groups themselves go through crises. It is heartening to see 
how the teachers respond with patience, kindness, compassion and firmness. In fact, 
how to deal with mistakes in the midst of a performance is one of the lessons taught. 
Some kids go from sullen and withholding to sweet and creative. Between some of 
the kids prejudice and animosity transform into appreciation and affection.

Dance is a universal language, greatly untapped as a potential to give voice to the 
voiceless and to those who may be reluctant to speak. These indeed are wonderfully 
Moving Stories in both senses of the word.

The second documentary that thrilled and moved me was Free Solo about the endear-
ing and enigmatic climbing virtuoso, Alex Honnald, author of Alone on the Wall, a 
book and online video about his previous solo free ascent of the sheer 2000 foot face 
of half-dome in Yosemite National Park. Free Solo follows Alex as he prepares for and 
attempts a ropeless ascent up the sheer 3200 foot face of El Capitan, also in Yosemite.

Early in the film a cheeky interviewer asks Alex, “Does your free soloing have a posi-
tive or negative effect on your dating?” To which Alex replies, “It’s been negative. I 
travel a lot. And, I mean look, I live in a van.”
In the next scene we learn that he has started a relationship with a woman he met at 
one of his book signings in Seattle. This unanticipated development then becomes 
the heart of the film. Alex has developed a certain emotional armor necessary to free 
solo, which is at odds with the openness and sensitivity required for a romantic rela-
tionship. On the other hand, his girlfriend Sanni struggles with a gut-churning anxi-
ety for his safety, which is at odds with her supportiveness of him following his pas-
sion. Very touching to see them deal with this within themselves and with each other.

The climbing scenes are breath-taking and heart-racing, exhilarating and nerve-
wracking. This is documentary filmmaking at its best, combining immensity with 
intimacy, and both engaging and inspiring.

The third documentary that knocked me out was Stay Human, by musician/activist 
Michael Franti. At the screening the producer stated that the film asks and answers 
the question, “How do we hold onto our humanity during times of great duress?” 

One touching thing about Stay Human is that although it is by Michael Franti, and 
he appears in most of it, it is really not about him but rather about the people he 
meets along the way and the ways in which they inspire and impact him, his music 
and his message.

As he travels the world a common theme he finds is “the battle between cynicism and 
optimism.” He acknowledges the same battle within himself. The people whom he 
and we meet along his journey are engaged in ways that stoke the flames of optimism, 
reminding us of what it means to be at your best as a human being.

Interspersed with the ennobling stories of these everyday heroes, we are treated to 
Franti’s irrepressible joy and good will in sharing his music with whomever he comes 
in contact, especially children. Even when he is playing music, it is not to put himself 
in the spotlight as much as it is to connect with, engage and elevate those with whom 
he is interacting. 

One conclusion he reaches in the end is that “all of us have an unlimited capacity to 
love.” Perhaps what I appreciated most about all 3 of these astoundingly good docu-
mentaries is that, with stories, images, words and deeds, they present evidence sug-
gesting this same proposition.

You can keep your eye out for any of these docs at the Rafael Film Center or on 
PBS, but it is most likely that all 3 will become available online in 2019. You may 
have to make a note of it.
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San Geronimo Valley Historical Society
Wildfires in the San Geronimo Valley

by Owen Clapp

Recent events across the state have pushed wildfires to the forefront of 
Californians’ consciousness. Fire suppression practices and the development of 
permanent cities and towns have turned these once natural and necessary events 
into major disasters with great human cost. And just like many other com-
munities across California, the San Geronimo Valley has, in last hundred years, 
experienced large scale burns.

The recent Irving fire began west of Samuel P. Taylor Park and burned 152 
acres on September 11th earlier this year. Irving was once a flag stop on the 
Northwestern Pacific Railroad which ran on the opposite side of Lagunitas 
Creek from current day Sir Francis Drake Boulevard. It was one of a number 
of stops in “Lagunitas Gulch”, the narrowing of the Valley between Lagunitas 
and Tocaloma. Thanks to the efforts of the incredible Marin County Fire 
Department, which has had a lookout station in operation on Mt. Barnabe 
since June 6, 1939, the fire was stopped before it could reach the northernmost 
streets of Lagunitas: Mt. King Road, Portola Avenue, and Alamo Way. This was 
the most recent of a consistent history of burns of various sizes in West Marin 
and Marin in general.

Newspapers report large fires occurring in the Valley as early as the late 1800’s. 
A June 28th, 1891, fire that began in Mill Valley on the property of one Bill 
Williams made its way all the way to land owned by William Kent (today’s 
Kent Lake) and later to Lagunitas, burning a portion of the then-unlogged red-
wood forests. September 4th, 1904 brought a fire that burned from Bolinas to 
the Woodacre ridge (land that now abuts the Gary Giacomini Open Space.)

Most dramatically, a massive 40,000 acre wildfire swept from Lucas Valley to 
Bolinas in 1923, blazing through the San Geronimo Valley on September 22nd 
and 23rd of that year. At that time, California had wildfires burning in more 
than 18 counties and was in the midst of a four year drought. An article in the 
“Sausalito News” read, “The fire then went through the valley to Woodacre, 
burning the Hill, Bulltail, Lucchini and Dias ranches. At Woodacre, only five 
houses out of thirty-five were left standing. All day Monday the fire raged 
from Woodacre down to the rear of the Sleepy Hollow ranch.” Marin fire hero 
Edwin B. Gardner was cited as doing, “splendid work in directing the fire fight-
ers.” Interestingly, and little know, is that citizens of Forest Knolls ran a short 
lived volunteer fire company from 1926 through 1927 in the wake of 1923’s 
enormous event. This will be the topic of a future article. 

Fires have played a role in shaping the community as we see it now. Many his-
toric homes would be here today were it not for the fire of 1923. Fortunately, 
many of our historic structures and giant trees remain, a reminder of the tire-
less efforts of the Marin County Fire Department, the Tamalpais Forest Fire 
District (MCFD’s predecessor) and of the resilience of nature.

I would again like to encourage anyone with historical photos, artifacts, or 
stories to reach out to me while I work on an “Images of America” historical 
photo book on the Valley. You might recognize this series by their sepia tone 
cover photos. There are books on Fairfax and San Anselmo, as well as Nicasio, 
Point Reyes, and other West Marin towns. I will be wrapping up the book to in 
December for release on the 4th of July, 2019. I can be reached at owenclapp@
gmail.com

Undated, an elderly woman in Forest Knolls with retired fire fighting equipment from the Forest Knolls Volunteer Fire 
Department. (Photo by Senior Captain Greg Jennings, Retired, Marin County Fire Departmen.)

Support Your Community Center
• Make a monthly contribution

• Contribute stocks, bonds, real estate or a vehicle

• Make a planned gift to the Community Center through your estate planning.

To donate, visit www.sgvcc.org 

Facility Rentals Available
For gatherings large and small, consider holding your next event  

at the Community Center!
• Option A: Four-hour minimum rental of Valley Room, West Room, Lobby and 

Kitchen starting at $250. 
• Option B: Individual room rentals $30/hr, $25 each additional hour.
• Community Gym and Loft hourly rentals available; ask for details.
• Rental discounts for community events and for Community Center contributors.

For more information, contact Poko at 488-8888, 250, or pgiacomini@sgvcc.org. 
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We have 30+ years of working in the San Geronimo Valley.

Offering full services of Septic/Dirt/Landscape  
expertise including steep and hard access.

We work with all types of septic systems, new and old.

Free advice.

All discussions strictly confidential.

24 Emergency Work.

Bob Penner
Cell (415) 302-0720
License #A902943
email: pennerbob@yahoo.com

H A R D  S C A P E ,  I N C .
Working with the earth since 1980



Regular Meetings and Events
Community Center Board mtg. 2nd Thursday 6:00 pm Comm Center
Artists’ Receptions 2nd Sunday 4:00 pm Comm Center
4-H Meeting 1st Monday 6:30 pm Lag. School
Healthy Comm. Collaborative 2nd Wednesday 3:30 pm Comm Center
Lag. Ed. Foundation (LEAP) mtg. Last Thursday 7:00 pm Lag. School
Lions Club Dinner 4th Thursday 7–9 pm Two Bird Cafe
SGV Al-Anon Family Group Thursdays 7–8 pm Presby. Church
SGV Planning Group  2nd Monday  7:30 pm WW Env. Ctr.
School Board mtg. 3rd Thursday 6:00 pm Lag. School
Senior Lunch Every Monday Noon Comm Center
Senior Lunch Every Thursday Noon Comm Center
Serenity Knolls After Care mtg. Every Tuesday 7:00 pm Comm Center
WIC Board Meeting 3rd Tuesday 7:00 pm WIC
Rainbow Playgroup Every Tuesday  10–noon Room 9
Rainbow Playgroup Every Thursday  10–noon Room 9
VERG (Valley Emer. Response Group) 3rd Thursday 7 pm WW Env. Ctr.
Woodacare Garden Club 3rd Saturday 9:30 am Oval Park

Community  
 Calendar

Adult 
Classes  
at the  
Center 
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December
Sat 1 8:30 am Dads and Kids Pancake Breakfast LOFT
Sat 1 11–5:30 pm Holiday Arts Faire Comm Center
Sat 8 7 pm Charlie Hunter Benefit for LEAP WIC
Sun 9 11 am Special Advent worship service for families  
     with Christmas Story scenes and songs Presby Church
Sat 15 7 pm McQuilkin Family Music Hour XVI Lag School
Sun 16 4 pm McQuilkin Family Music Hour XVI Lag SchoolSun 
Sun 16 2:00 pm Off The Wall Freewrite Comm Center
Mon 17 6 pm Artist Film Night Comm Center
Mon 17 7–8:30 pm Tough Talks: Talking with your Teen about Relationships and  
     Intimacy (Adults only) LOFT
Tue 18 2–5 pm Toys & Joys Distribution Comm Center
Wed 19 2–5 pm Toys & Joys Distribution Comm Center
Wed 19 6 pm American Circumcision film Comm Center
Thur 20 2–5 pm Holiday Food Distribution Comm Center
Mon 24 5 pm Candlelight and Carols Presby Church

January
Sat 5 8:30 am Dads and Kids Pancake Breakfast LOFT
Sun 13 4–7 pm Art Opening: Senior Lunch Group Art Show Comm Center
Sun 20 2–4 pm Off the Wall Freewrite Comm Center
Sat 26 5 pm SGV Lions Crab Feed WIC

February
Sat 2 8:30 am Dads and Kids Pancake Breakfast LOFT
Sat 2 5 pm Valley Visions WIC
Sun 10 4–7 pm Art Reception Comm Center
Sun 17 2–4 pm Off The Wall Freewrite Comm Center

March
Sat 2 8:30 am Dads and Kids Pancake Breakfast LOFT
Sat 2 8 pm Barry “The Fish” Melton Band Comm Center
Sun 10 4–7 pm Art Reception: Gaetano DeFelice Comm Center
Sat 16  5 pm Annual Youth Talent Show Lag MP Room
Sun 17 2–4 pm Off The Wall Freewrite Comm Center

April
Fri 5   2nd Annual West Marin Film Festival Comm Center
      Dance Palace
Sat 6 8:30 am Dads and Kids Pancake Breakfast LOFT
Fri 5   2nd Annual West Marin Film Festival Comm Center
Sun 14 2–4 pm  Off The Wall Freewrite Comm Center

Community Center Offices closed December 24th–January 2nd

DAY CLASS TIME TEACHER CONTACT START DATE  
Mondays Core and Strengthening Fitness 8:45–10:00 am Susan Chavez   Ongoing
Mondays Exercise for Altacockers 10:30–11:45 am Carole Alter   Ongoing
Tuesdays Corematics 7:30–8:30 am Susan Chavez   Ongoing
Tuesdays T’ai Chi Long Form 10:00–11 am Vicki Chase 488-4213 Ongoing
Tuesdays Exercise for Altacockers 8:45–9:45 pm Carole Alter   Ongoing
Wednesdays Core and Strengthening Fitness 8:45–10:00 am Susan Chavez   Ongoing
Wednesdays Yuan Gong 9:00–10:00 am  Amy Matthaei 342-3579 Ongoing
Wednesdays Exercise for Altacockers 10:30–11:45 am Carole Alter   Ongoing
Thursdays Corematics 7:30–8:30 am Susan Chavez   Ongoing
Thursdays Handwork Group 1:00 pm Rebecca Maloney   Ongoing
Thursdays Yijinjing 1:00–2 pm Joseph Vigneri   Ongoing
Fridays Core and Strengthening Fitness 8:30–9:30 am Susan Chavez   Ongoing
Fridays T’ai Chi Long Form 9:00–10:00 am Kenn/Vicki Chase 488-4213 Ongoing
Fridays T’ai Chi Short Form 10:00–11:00 pm Kenn Chase 488-4213 Ongoing
Fridays Meade’s Watercolor Basics 10:10 am–1:00 pm Marty Meade 488-4210 Ongoing

Community Center Staff Directory
and Phone Extensions
Dave Cort, Executive Director . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . .415-488-8888 ext. 224
 dcort@sgvcc.org
Nicole Ramirez, Director of Human Services and Youth Programs 
 nramirez@sgvcc.org . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 415-488-8888 ext. 254
Jack Sayers, Director of Operations . . . . . . . . . . . 415-488-8888 ext. 251
 jsayers@sgvcc.org
Rebecca Teague, Development Coordinator. . . . . 415-488-8888 ext. 253
 rteague@sgvcc.org
Larry Rippee, Visual Arts Coordinator/Events . . . 415-488-8888 ext. 252
 lrippee@sgvcc.org
Julie Young, Childcare Coordinator . . . . . . . . . . . 415-488-4118 ext. 309 
 jyoung@sgvcc.org
Poko Giacomini, Human Services and Facilities Coordinator. 
 pgiacomini@sgvcc.org . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 415-488-8888 ext. 250
Howie Cort, Gym/LOFT Coordinator  . . . . . . . . 415-488-4118 ext. 219
 hcort@sgvcc.org
Buck Chavez, Family Advocate - Gym/LOFT . . . 415-488-4118 ext. 218
 gym@sgvcc.org
Amber Smith-Dulin, Family Advocate - Gym/LOFT 
 asmith-dulin@sgvcc.org . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 415-488-4118 ext. 218
Will Hubert, School Linked Coordinator . . . . . . . . 415-488-4118 ext. 219 
  whubert@sgvcc.org
Robin Hendrickson-Nelson, VAST Coordinator 415-488-4118 ext. 506
 vast@sgvcc.org
Zoila Berardi, Family Advocate - Gym/LOFT. . . . .415-488-4118 ext. 309
Sophie Davidson, Family Advocate - Gym/LOFT . .415-488-4118 ext. 309
Alyssa Gleason, Family Advocate - Gym/LOFT  . . .415-488-4118 ext. 309
Lhasa Yudice, Family Advocate - Gym/LOFT . . . . .415-488-4118 ext. 309
The LOFT . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 415-488-4118 ext. 218
Gym Office  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 415-488-4118 ext. 219
“Zoila’s” Childcare Center  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 415-488-4118 ext. 309


