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Holiday Arts Faire
by Molly Rea
This Holiday Season at the San Geronimo Valley Community Center the Holiday Faire
will look somewhat different!
If you haven’t had a chance to stop by and see what’s different take advantage of our
community event, the SGVCC Holiday Faire, this Dec. 2nd, and you will be surprised
and hopefully delighted.
What was once Zoila’s Daycare room has been renovated by separating the previous
room into two. Where once there was one huge room there are now two beautiful
rooms: A friendly Living Room area using one-third of the old room and the remaining
two-thirds room a separate meeting room, each with lifted ceilings, pristine white walls,
new flooring and wonderful ceiling lamps, all in keeping with the original style of the
1920’s school house era. The work is beautiful and the rooms so inviting.
(For those who want to know where Zoila’s daycare went, its moved to the upper campus several years ago.)
This has given us a chance to reconfigure the Holiday Faire into a much fuller experience. We are moving Santa and the SGVCC Raffle to the Living Room while also
implementing a kid’s craft corner. The West Room will now be filled with Holiday vendors as will the new East Room. We are excited by the use of these new rooms and how
we can now improve the Holiday Faire experience!
Please come visit your favorite Holiday Faire vendors, as well as welcome our new vendors to our wonderful community Holiday Faire, this December 2nd from 11am to
5:30pm. You will be sure to have a great time, eating yummy food and sugary sweets
while listening to the wonderful various performances in the Valley Room including
Tim Cain, the Lagunitas School Band and the Lights of Life—or just strolling through
our wonderful rooms filled with creative vendors and their crafts.

Wildfire Evacuation
Center
by Jim Fazackerley
Shelter Springs to Life with the Help from V.E.R.G.
On the morning of October 9th, the Valley Emergency Readiness Group (V.E.R.G.) received an early
notification of an influx of fire refugees into the parking lot of the Community Center. Executive
Director Dave Cort telephoned V.E.R.G., advising of the situation and asking for help. As V.E.R.G.
co-coordinators, Brian McCarthy and I mobilized the full resources of our local organization,
responding to the Community Center and applying our particular expertise to an uncertain and
evolving situation. Utilizing an email and texting database, along with messaging through social
media, our rapid response relied on volunteers willing to respond on short notice to calls for assistance.
Using the versatile and time-tested organizational tool known as the Incident Command System (ICS)
V.E.R.G., along with SGVCC staff, created a shift in the Center’s day-to-day operations to accommodate the unexpected planning, operational, and logistic needs presented by this sudden event.
Emergency Readiness Group volunteers are part of a tradition of citizen first responders who attend
trainings like Community Emergency Response Team (C.E.R.T.), conduct drills and exercises related
to disaster response, and meet monthly to develop strategies for optimal participation by neighbors
during emergencies.
Over the course of the week, V.E.R.G. volunteers joined the flood of neighbors (including a large
contingent from Nicasio), to staff the evacuation shelter and perform myriad tasks, perhaps the most
critical of which was to track and schedule the influx of human, material, and financial help that was
pouring in from the amazing West Marin community.
As V.E.R.G. coordinators, we also advised on the planning, operations, and logistical needs of the
shelter as it geared up for the real potential of a tripling or quadrupling of evacuees as the wildfires
expanded. This included preparing for an expansion of critical infrastructure support like portable
showers, toilets, and sleeping cots. We also assisted in creating tracking systems for volunteers and
donations.
Ultimately, the success of this evacuation center has a lot to do with the close partnership between
V.E.R.G. and the SGVCC staff. The two organizations have literally been planning around disaster
issues for over one year, thanks to a grant from the Marin Community Foundation. When the sudden arrival of evacuees demanded a crisis response, V.E.R.G. leaders and Community Center executive staff lost no time because we were already very familiar with each other and our specialties. On
the V.E.R.G. side, some of our members bring decades of professional emergency services experience
while SGVCC staff deliver versatile programming and organization skills in creating hospitality and
feeding folks. Together we share a relentlessly positive, can-do attitude about working under pressure.
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Rolling Stones
by Dave Cort, Executive Director
When I went to sleep on Sunday, October 8th after
a really fun day with friends in Napa and going out
to dinner in Petaluma I could not have imagined the
events that would take place over the next two weeks.
I knew that the week of October 9th would be a busy
one as we were preparing for our annual Gala and the
release of the 50th anniversary Community Guide. I
had a number of meetings scheduled including our
monthly Board of Directors meeting, a Facilities
Committee meeting, and a meeting where we were
going to prepare our letters to contributors for our Annual Campaign.
At 3:00 am, like so many of you I awoke, as the smell of smoke was extremely strong.
After closing the window, I fell back asleep, but less than an hour later my home phone
was ringing. It was my sister Lisa and she told me that along with my niece they were
heading to our place after being evacuated from their home. Lisa said that Highway 101
was packed and she was going to make it to Petaluma and take the Point Reyes Road
to Lagunitas. I immediately turned on the local news and saw the wildfires that were
overwhelming Sonoma and Napa County. It was so frightening and all I could think of
was that we had driven through Napa and Sonoma less than eight hours earlier. I made a
mental list of all of the people that I knew who were in the area of the wildfires.
My sister and niece safely made it to our place at 5:00 am and they shared what they
had experienced evacuating from the fires. At 8:15 am my home phone rang again
and it was Carol Rebscher, our Board Vice President who told me that there were carloads of people in the Community Center parking lot who had been evacuated from
Sonoma County. I immediately called Jim Fazackerley from the Valley Emergency
Readiness Group (VERG) to tell him about the Evacuees at the Community Center.
Jim said he would meet at 8:30 am at the Community Center. When we arrived at the
Community Center there were twenty-five people from infants to children along with
their parents and grandparents. Most of the people were from the town of Sonoma.
One family was from the Coffey Park neighborhood in Santa Rosa. They had no idea
whether or not their home was still standing.
Jim and I immediately contacted Supervisor Rodoni and his aide Rhonda Kutter. We
learned from Dennis that there were over 200 more Evacuees in Point Reyes Station.
Reports were coming in from Marshall, Tomales, Dillon Beach, and Bodega Bay. When
people were evacuated, law enforcement told them to keep heading west to get to fresh
air and safety from the wildfires. Dennis showed up at the Community Center around
9:30 am and he worked closely with the County Office of Emergency Services to set
up shelters throughout West Marin to support the over 500 people who flooded into
our communities in the hours after the wildfires began. We received the go ahead to
set up our shelter, but we had to understand that we had to be self-sufficient as the
County of Marin was setting up a shelter at the Civic Center to accommodate over
1,000 Evacuees.
Self-sufficiency comes naturally to us in West Marin. We know how to work together
to in challenging times. For those evacuated families, we were able to provide shelter,
sustenance, immediate safety and care in their time of need. Though this tragedy was
and still is profound, it also has brought an immense sense of gratitude for our community. The outpouring of support from San Geronimo Valley community members
was truly incredible. Food from many of our top restaurants poured in to provide
meals, we had five volunteers for every volunteer needed and support came from local
health providers, healers, and contributors of gift cards, cash donations, and clothing.
At its peak, the number of Evacuees at the Community Center grew to forty-five
people. Throughout the Valley and the rest of West Marin estimates are that over 1,000
people found shelter in homes, Community Centers, Churches, and campgrounds. I
know that everyone reading this Rolling Stones column was affected in some way.
I personally want to thank everyone who supported our neighbors in Sonoma, Napa,
and Mendocino County in some way. We all worked together to make these folks safe
and well cared for. Together, we did an excellent job and we are now better prepared
for our next disaster.

Facility Rentals Available
•
•
•
•

For gatherings large and small, consider holding your next event
at the Community Center!

Option A: Four-hour minimum rental of Valley Room, West Room, Lobby and
Kitchen starting at $250.
Option B: Individual room rentals $32 per hour.
Community Gym and Loft hourly rentals available; ask for details.
Rental discounts for community events and for Community Center contributors.
For more information, contact Poko at 415-488-8888, ext. 250, or pgiacomini@sgvcc.org.

Tonight’s Sky
by Rich Lohman
There are two aspects to the sky I want to highlight at this time of the year. One is what we
find setting in the west in early to mid-December. The other takes center stage from midJanuary on.
Early to mid-December: Fairly low in the sky and setting in the west you will see 3, fairly
bright stars that form an isosceles triangle on its side. This is known as the Summer Triangle.
To the left you will see Altair, the main star of the constellation Aquila (the eagle). It forms
the vertex of the triangle. To the right and a little bit higher you will see Vega, the main star
of the constellation Lyra (the lyre or harp). Higher and to the left of Vega you will see Deneb,
the main star of the constellation Cygnus (the swan). Vega and Deneb form the base of the
triangle. The swan is flying down the Milky Way towards Aquila, and the eagle is flying up
the Milky Way towards Deneb. On a dark and clear night you may be able to see our “Milky”
Way flowing with these two celestial birds. Although Vega and Deneb appear to be about the
same brightness, Vega is “only” 26 light years away and Deneb is 2600 light years away. Deneb
is a gigantic star that is about 200 X the size of our sun! Only its distance keeps us from experiencing its true brightness.
Now, to mid-January and later. The clear highlight of the winter sky is the constellation
Orion. It will be seen in the southeast just after sunset, moving higher and toward the south
and west as the night and date progress. It is recognized by many by the 3 stars in a slanted
line which represent the “hunter’s belt”. 4 other stars outline Orion. I imagine a large X crossing at the belt with the 4 stars at the end points of the X. Bright, red-giant Betelgeuse is at
the upper left. Bright and bluish Rigel is at the lower right. Star temperatures (Betelgeuse @
3500 deg. and Rigel @ 11,000 deg.) account for the color differences.
Hanging down from Orion’s belt are 3-4 stars in a short line. This is Orion’s scabbard (knife
sheath). If you look with a pair of binoculars at these “stars” you will find that one is actually
a bright, fuzzy spot. You have found the Orion Nebula, a gas and dust cloud where stars are
actually born! This “star nursery” is, for me, the highlight of the winter sky!
Once again, these a few highlights of our fall to winter sky. Feel free to contact me if you’d like
more information or to clarify what you may be seeing. (richneal@pacbell.net)

Community Guide Online
Valley & Nicasio Artists and Businesses: List your goods and services for free!
Please note: Listings limited to individuals who live or work in Nicasio or the Valley. Send
notices up to 125 characters (spaces included) to communityguideonline@sgvcc.org.
Sample listings include:
Barbara Swift Brauer, 415-488-4605, bsbraurer@sonic.net–Writer, editor, consultant.
Manuscript developement & criticque.
R.T. Wilson Plumbing, 415-488-4867, Cell: 415-609-5903, rtwilsonplumbing@yahoo.com,
locally owned and operated. Lic. #723535

Credits

Stone Soup is printed four times a year and reflects the diverse cultural interests of the Community
Center and the Valley. Though it is a publication of the San Geronimo Valley Community Center,
it is meant as a journal for everyone in or around the Valley. We are interested in your input. If you
have any comments, ideas for articles or columns, news, art, stories, poetry, photography, or information for the Milestones column, please forward them to: The Stone Soup Editorial Committee
c/o San Geronimo Valley Community Center, 6350 Sir Francis Drake Blvd. P.O. Box 194, San
Geronimo, CA 94963. Phone 415-488-8888 • Fax: 488-9398 • email: drusss@sgvcc.org, or visit
www.sgvcc.org.
Stone Soup does not exercise editorial control on the content of submissions by organizations,
byline columnists, or display ads. We reserve the right to refuse to publish ads or submissions.
Editorial Committee: Amos Klausner, Dave Cort, David Russ
Proofreading: Dave Cort, Larry Rippee, Jack Sayers
Production: David Russ, Russ Ranch Productions
Printing: Marin Sun
Ads: Larry Rippee

Community Center Board of Directors:

Marian H. Cremin, LCSW,
President
Carol Rebscher, Vice
President
John Beckerley, Secretary
David Bernard, Treasurer

Mike Cusick
Steve Granville
Barbara Hoefle
Amos Klausner
David Lakes
Alexander McQuilkin

Jean Berensmeier, Founder
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Ramon Ramirez
John Rutledge
Gina Smith
Liora Soladay

Volunteer Profile:
Jim Fazackerley

VOLUNTEERS

by Will Hubert

Dinelle Abrams
Huda Al-Jamal
Carole Alter
Alejandro Alvarado
Gisela Alvarado
Debra Amerson
Kristy Arroyo
Manny Arroyo
Dylan Arroyo
Elizabeth Ayers
Bard Bailey
Andrew Bailey
Al Baylacq
Lisa Baylacq
Dylan Baylacq
Zoila Berardi
Paul Berensmeier
Jean Berensmeier
Beverly Berrish
Barbara Brauer
Larry Brauer
Sarah Brewster
Patty Brockely
Tim Cain
Don Carney
Owen Carroll
Kacie Carroll
John Carroll
Joshua Carter
Jean Chapman
Mary Chapman
Alan Charne
E.J. Chavez
Laurie Chorna
Ellen Christiansen
Rev. Kate Clayton
Denise Colwell
Sylvia Cornejo
Daley Cort
Dorothy Cox
Nakagawa David
Alexa Davidson
Katie Davidson
Mike Davidson
Samantha Davidson
Janelle Fazackerley
Jim Fazackerley
Jerry Feickert
Helen Ferlino
Roberta Floden
Laura Flores
Danielle Fogel
David Ford
Chuck Ford
Dwayne Foster
Lila Friday
Tealy Gapinksi
Maria Martha Garcia

The following people volunteered in the Community Center’s Food Bank, Senior Lunches, Arts and
Events, School Readiness, School Dances, Gardening and Maintenance. Thank you!!! We apologize if
anyone was accidentally left off the list. Please let us know and we will add your name!

Will Hubert: What are your thoughts on our emergency
(fire) shelter operations at the Community Center? How did
it go?
Jim Fazackerley: Remarkably well for an unplanned operation
of an evacuation center, especially given almost zero experience and minimal staffing, equipment and supplies to throw
at situations.
Will: What do you think contributed to that success?
Jim: Strength of our community comes from long standing
relationships. Really, you could say it starts with personal
relationships with staff and volunteers.
Will: Was there already a plan in place?
Jim: Well, we have been working on a disaster plan for the Community Center over the last year
thanks to a grant from Marin Community Foundation. We’ve been gradually building a more
formal structure for how the Community Center can respond to major emergencies. This recent
emergency was an opportunity for this [planning] knowledge and structure to come to life.
Will: Can you tell me more about VERG (Valley Emergency Readiness Group)?
Jim: VERG has the ability to mobilize volunteers who are familiar with ICS (incident command
systems). We are led by fire service officers with decades of public safety experiences. A great
example of that is Brian McCarthy, who was a staple figure during recent shelter operations procedures.
Will: you were also a major force in that effort, correct? And you have years of experience as well.
Jim: Yes. Brian and myself - along with dozens of other volunteers - helped the Community
Center corral incoming donations in the forms of money, physical resources, and community
volunteers. Over the course of the week we built operations. We planned and were prepared for
a much larger expansion into the gym for a much larger operation. We were bracing for another
70-100 people. Our VERG team and Community Center staff and volunteers engaged county
and West Marin in planning and communications process. While we didn’t end up with 100
evacuees, the process gave us a chance to think about what we would need in future emergencies.
Will: What were the main take-aways for next time?
Jim: We learned, first of all, that we have more work to do! We need a more comprehensive
plan and better equipment. The most important piece of equipment we are missing is an emergency generator; if the power goes out, we need to be able to continue operating. We need more
resources such as sleeping bags, bedding facilities, hygiene supplies, water, etc. Of course, we
always need money to help with these training and equipment costs. It will be critical to have
some type of emergency monies available in order to pay staff to be on call 24/7 during an emergency - this is a critical investment.
Additionally, we need to continue to train Community Center staff on emergency operations
protocol. Some staff are trained, but not all. Things like communication techniques, in-themoment plans, and critical job roles for emergency shelters are all key training elements.
Will: What else did you learn?
Jim: We made a “happy” discovery: It was amazing to see the community come together so
strongly. Our Community poured forth - and so did all of northern California - with volunteers,
effort, goodwill, money, and general positive energy to an extent I have never fully seen or anticipated.
We staffed five or six twenty-four hour days at with two people for two hour shifts each time!
That is really incredible. The Community Center raised thousands in cash and gift cards for
evacuees, and sent them away with comprehensive care packages when they finally departed.
Again, we learned that we (San Geronimo Valley) will need a plan that can be easily implemented, and quickly. Our recent success was partly due to idiosyncratic talent coming forth
at the right time. It was very much a matter of chance: people just happened to be available.
Community Center key staff were present. Not only did I happen to be available, but Dave Cort
was at the top of his game as a Director, Jack Sayers took hold of operations and scheduling, and
Nicole Ramirez, Poko Giacomini, Julie Young, Amber Smith-Dulin and you, Will, were all helping, too!
Will: It was pretty incredible to watch!
Jim: Yes. And now what we need is “playbook” that we can pick up and run with. We have
entered into a season of disasters; winter storms, wildfires, etc. Climate events are going to
See Volunteer on page 9

Terry Garthwaite
Andrew Giacomini
Dante Giacomini
Nico Giacomini
Rakanui Giacomini
Susi Giacomini
Dan Giddings
Catherine Granville
Lesley Gray
Don & Luisa Greer
Bruce Greenstein
Jim Griffiths
Judy Hall
Marilyn Halseth
Kayla Harvey
J.R. Hastings
Art Hazelwood
Ed Healy
Frances Heath
Cio Hernandez
Don Holmlund
Rachel Horton
Mike Howe
Muniera Kadrie
Wendi Kallins
Jack Kamesar
Angelia Batres Karin
Geri Keintz
Allison Keyes
Jennifer Kim
Bev Kinsey
Jean Kinsey
Veronica Buros
Kleinberg
Michel Kotski
Skye La Ponte
Linea Larsen
Jennifer Livingston
Rich Lohman
Al Lubow
Rebecca Maloney
Jon Marker
Cipriano Martinez
Esther Martinez
Anne McClain
Katya McCulloch
Catherine McQuilkin
Michael McQuilkin
Will McQuilkin
Marty Meade
Kevin Meade
Carl Miller
Jeff Miller
Linda Nave
Jodie Newdelman
Judy North
Legal Aid of Marin
Greg Odin

Peter Oppenheimer
Parra O’Siochain
Marcia Phipps
Alyssa Phipps
Josie Poppe
Dave Puglisi
Allison Puglisi
Cody Rahn
Laura Ramirez
Ramon Ramirez
Jonah Rasmussen
Jane Rawlinson
Molly Rea
Diana Rocha
Lourdes Romo
Socorro Romo
Dave Rosen
Marty Rosenblum
Shawkie Roth
John Rutledge
Michelle Rutledge
Angelo Sacheli
Suzanne Sadowsky
Socorro Santiago
Margo Schmidt
Liz Seabury
Rosemary Sharp
David Sheff
Laura Sherman
Richard Sloan
Jay Soladay
Liora Soladay
Sean Sullivan
Laura Szawarzenski
Beth Cooper Tabakian
Tom Tabakin
Cyrus Thelin
Jasper Thelin
Kira Thelin
Leelee Thomas
James Tolbert
Sarah Tolchin
Tom Valens
Amy Valens
Judy Voets
YuYu Wai
JeanA Warner
Tina Wayte
Katherine Wethington
Carol Whitmire
Mariko Wikenson
Conrad Williams
Robert Wilson
Woody Wilson
Charlie Wirtz
Woodacre Garden
Club
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Human Services
Food Bank Banter
by Nicole Ramirez
Preparation never prepares you for the unexpected. We all attempt to prepare at some thing
or another. We prepare for our days, sometimes weeks, months and year or years to come.
In real time preparation for everything is quite difficult. One cannot prepare for what
they never anticipated. With this year’s hurricanes and California’s fires many felt nothing prepared them for these type of
catastrophic events. It’s the human
spirit that takes on the most pain and
suffering and it is difficult to prepare
for that. It’s also the human spirit that
can shine the most during these times
of disaster. I was able to witness the
light in this community shine and the
beautiful humans that stepped forward
during the eight days that the San
Geronimo Valley became a shelter for
the Santa Rosa and Sonoma county
fire evacuees. We were not prepared
for this.
Monday, October 9th, the Center was welcoming to about 25 individuals that included
families, small children and seniors seeking refuge from the foul smoke smell of Santa Rosa.
Most were evacuated in the early A.M. and were driving toward the coast in search of clearer
skies. A group stopped across from the Center and with the help of Alex Cusick they were
guided to us. I had planned to take the day off but my co-worker texted me about the situation and I came in immediately. For eight days we achieved something we were never prepared for. We immediately acted and pulled together as the wonderful community we are.
The genuine heart felt contributions and donations from local individuals, organizations
and businesses was amazing to observe.
Our Valley and surrounding communities organized and filled any needs.
Children drew pictures for evacuees
to brighten their spirits. We were able
to house, feed, bathe, and seek medical advice and appointments for our
evacuees. During their stay here at
the Center on Oct.12 we hosted our
annual Health Fair, a Food bank as
well as our Senior Lunch and a shelter.
This place is amazing! A big shout out
to our amazing staff, Board members
and wonderful volunteers who made
this possible to accomplish.
As we prepare for our holiday season consider supporting the Center and all we do here. In
November we provide local families with turkeys and holiday fixings. In December we partner with Valley Toys and Joys to distribute toys to local children for Christmas. If you live
in the San Geronimo Valley or Nicasio and need some help with buying presents this year
come on in and see us, we are here to help. This community comes together and we all are
prepared to help.

Food Bank
Emergency food distribution is offered two days a week, year round to Valley families.
Staffed by local volunteers, the Food Bank is supported by the Marin Community Food
Bank and by generous donations from local Valley people and service organizations.
Information is provided on nutrition and healthy eating, and, when available, fresh surplus
produce from the School-Community Garden is offered to Food Bank clients.
The Food Bank needs volunteers. Can you help on Thursday mornings at 9 am or after-

noons at 4 pm? Call Nicole 415-488-8888

The Community Center Food Bank is open Monday from 9: 00 am – 5:00 pm and Thursday
afternoons from 2:00–5:00 pm.

Page 4 SGV Community Center Stone Soup

Senior Programs,
Activities and Services at
the Community Center
The San Geronimo Valley Community Center is excited to be offering healthy and
interactive programs for people of all ages. We are especially proud of our programs for
people 60 years of age and over – our senior lunch, our cultural events, art shows and
much more. We also have an electronic newsletter with updates every few weeks with
new information and lunch menus. Send an e-mail to Nicole Ramirez at nramirez@
sgvcc.org to have your name added to the list.
We are offering ongoing programs here at the Center to keep our lives vibrant. There
are also an array of classes that are reasonably priced listed in our Stone Soup Catalog.

Ongoing Programs:
Senior Lunch Mondays and Thursdays at Noon
This very popular program has been operating since February 2009 at the Center. We
have delicious well-balanced meals brought in from the kitchens of Good Earth Natural
Foods with new menus every week. Some of the most popular meals are taco day,
eggplant parmesan, and barbequed chicken. All the main courses have great sides and
salads and fresh fruit. It’s the happening event for a healthy meal and great conversation
with neighbors and friends. Suggested donation for seniors is $3 a meal and for others
the charges is $6 per person. Monday’s lunch is in the West Room and Thursday’s lunch
is in the Valley Room here at the SGVCC.
Emergency Food Pantry Thursdays at 1-2 pm in the West Room for people attending
the Senior Lunch. Fresh nutritious food – fresh produce, dairy, canned goods, eggs,
chicken – to prepare healthy meals at home. (The Food Pantry is also open on Mondays
from 9am-5pm).
Mah Jong Learn how to play or play with others on Friday afternoons from 1:00 until
3:30 in the Living Room at the SGVCC. Bring your set if you have one.
Ping Pong at 1pm on Thursdays after Senior Lunch. A free program in the Community
Gym offered by volunteer Jack Sayers. Also, Sundays from 6–9pm
Jazz in the Afternoon Thursdays at 1:30pm in the Valley Room following Senior
Lunch. Every week a Jazz combo with Judy Hall and friends play great music for all to
enjoy. Free
Growing Old Gracefully–A Senior Peer Counseling Group. Wednesdays from 10 to
11:30am. Volunteer counselors help senior members of our community sort through
the transitions and realities of aging that we all face: the loss of independence and control, isolation, and declining physical health. Limited to 10 seniors. Sign up with Sarah
Brewster at 415-488-0419.
Senior Book Club Meets the second Monday of each Month at 1 pm in the Living
Room. Please contact Carl Miller at psycarl@gmail.com
Excercise for Alta Cockers Mondays and Wednesdays at 10:45am-11:45am; Tuesdays
at 8:45am-9:45am in the Valley Room. This class is fun! In one hour you will warm
up, stretch, dance, (sometimes ballet or Latin, belly dance, jazz, waltz and more) Tai
Bo & Qi Gong. All working together organically and synergistically adding up to one
hour of “Doing the Right Thing” and we get to Yiddish too. Oy! Be a mensh, forget all
your tsures, don’t forget to tighten your tuches and come to the San Geronimo Valley
Community Center Wednesday mornings. Guaranteed to work your stomach muscles
by laughing. And guess what it’s FREE and it’s beshert (Meant to Be).
Handwork Group
Living Room—Thursdays at 1:30pm following the Senior Lunch. Victoria Saxe organizes a group of knitters, quilters, embroiders, weavers, hand sewing, crocheting and
crafters in a fun and relaxed environment. This is not a “how to do it” class but rather a
DO-IT group. Bring your projects and related tools. ALL WELCOME!
Volunteer Opportunities We have many ways that seniors provide support to the
Center for its various programs and activities. Please call Nicole at 488-8888, ext. 254
if you have some time to spare and we will try to find a job that fits your interests and
schedule.

School-Linked Update
by Will Hubert, School Linked Program
Coordinator, Community Center
Job Training Program Update
The San Geronimo Valley Community Center’s volunteer Job
Training Program for youth continues to grow in popularity!
This season we are actively placing 22 different students in
volunteer job training positions. New placement opportunities include working with the Bovine Bakery in Point Reyes
Station, San Geronimo Veterinary Clinic, and West Marin’s
very own homegrown community radio station, KWMR
(90.5 in Point Reyes Station, 89.9 in Bolinas, and 92.3 in San
Geronimo Valley). Stay tuned on Tuesdays and Wednesdays
from 4-5pm to hear Youth DJ’s spin their stuff!
Want to help? We are continuously seeking new placement opportunities for our volunteer interns in Marin. Do you work with or own a community organization that would
like to provide opportunities for young people to learn valuable life skills and professional
competencies? Let us know! We’d love to partner with you. Contact Will Hubert at (415)
488-4118 ext. 219 or at whubert@sgvcc.org.
Community Center Youth Outings
Contact Will Hubert at whubert@sgvcc.org to register or for more information. Details
found online at sgvcc.org under the tab: Youth Programming; School-Linked.
•
•

Friday, December 15th: Youth Open Gym Night: Basketball & Ping Pong, FREE
Friday, January 19th: Cal Skate – find your groove for $15

Youth-Led Peer Summit XXII
A Healthy Teens Marin event: Peer Summit XXII. The Marin County 22nd Annual Peer
Summit. Designed By Youth For Youth. Youth-led conference about diversity & inclusion, healthy choices, relationships, and more! December 1st, 2017, 8:30am - 2pm.
College of Marin, Kentfield Campus. To sign up contact whuber@sgvcc.org

Connect with SGVCC
The San Geronimo Valley Community Center’s weekly listing of events and activities is
posted on our regularly updated website. Visit us at: www.sgvcc.org. Email us at druss@
sgvcc.org to join our email list.
You can also follow us at Facebook @ sangeronimovalleycommunitycenter
And Twitter @SGV_Comm_Center

Community Center Wish List
If you would like to help the Center by donating any of these items or becoming a volunteer, please
call Poko at 488-8888, ext. #250 or email admin@sgvcc.org. We look forward to thanking you in
the next issue of Stone Soup!
The Office:
• Copy paper is always welcome, recycled if you can • Pens • Tape • Pencils
• Feng Shui consultant or organizer
• Volunteers, web designers, events planners, special guest hosts!
• Air Purifier with ultraviolet capacity

Financial Emergency?

The Arts/Events Department:
• Powered monitors • Direct box • SM58 microphones • Auction Items
• Inkind support needed: Skilled painters, Skilled graphic design, Sound Operators, Fund raising

There are three local nonprofit organizations that may be able to provide small grants to families or individuals in need. These are generally one–time grants for such items as car repairs,
utility bills, or other necessities. Also below, the local Lions Club can help with prescription
eye glasses.

The Kitchen:
• Strong volunteers to help move food at the Food Bank second and fourth Thursdays each month
• Teachers for a one-time cooking class! • Dish towels • Cookware — pots, pans, cookie sheets, etc.
• Food Bank Volunteers, skilled and unskilled.

San Geronimo Valley Emergency Fund provides financial assistance to members of the
Valley community in times of need. Pick up an application at the Community Center
or request one by mail from Joan O’Connor at 488-9630.

The Loft
• Large area rug • Coat rack & storage bench • Paper • Wii games • DVDs
• Knitting needles and yarn • Prizes for raffles • AA batteries • Wii controllers • Safety Goggles
• Sandpaper • Tools • Event Volunteers • Soccer balls, kick balls — in excellent condition, please!

West Marin Community Services uses a portion of its Thrft Store profits for a distribution fund availab le for use by low-income Valley residents. The fund supports
unmet needs that tend to fall through the cracks of our care system. Contact Socorro
Romo, 663-8361, or sromo@westmarincommunityservices.org.

Don’t forget that donations of food are always welcome at the Food Bank, so organize a food drive
at your church, community or youth group today, and we’ll specially thank you in the next issue of
Stone Soup!

The San Geronimo Valley Lions Club offers financial aid to Valley folks who need financial
assistance to purchase prescription eye glasses. For more information e-mail Chloe Cook at chloecook@comcast.net
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Youth Programs
by Nicole Ramirez
Here is an update of what’s happening in our youth programs.

Playgroup for Children 0-5 years

and enjoying those tasty snacks. Register for Zoila’s located in Room 2 on the upper campus.
For more information please contact Julie Young at 415-488-4118 X309 or jyoung@sgvcc.org

Winter is here!

The Loft

We are pleased to announce that our Playgroup room construction is finished! Please join us
on Tuesdays & Thursdays from 10am-12pm in the East Room (formerly Zoila’s) at the San
Geronimo Valley Community Center for some playtime.

By Amber Smith-Dulin
The Loft kids have been rising to the “Be the Light” challenge, where in they are encouraged
to find someone who seems like they need help, and giving them a hand. Likewise, they have
been looking for someone who looks down to cheer up. Kids have been rewarded with a nice
scoop of ice cream for spreading the light, and likewise rewarded and for being caught doing
something unexpected and awesome.

F.L.A.G.ship Literacy Bus will be on the far right side of the parking lot at the SGVCC every
Tuesday from 10am-11:15am. The F.L.A.G.ship provides FREE bilingual story, songs, art
projects and school readiness activities for families with children 0-5yrs. old.
Playgroup is a great opportunity for new families to connect and our youngest community
members to start their connections early.

Zoila’s Aftercare for Children K-3rd grade
The school year is in full swing and Zoila’s aftercare is the place to be for your Kindergartener,
1st, 2nd or 3rd grader. The children have been doing art projects, making new friends,

A group of middle school girls were caught spreading the light at the school Halloween dance,
asking a person who was sitting alone to go and dance with their group. The girls will be recognized with their names up on the board as Light spreaders, and get to pick a reward. Perhaps
getting to DJ at the Loft after school, or pick their favorite snack.
The Loft is for students 4th grade through 8th. It’s a fun place to hang out afterschool, grab a
snack, or do your homework. It’s the place to be!
For more information please contact Howie Cort @ 415-488-4118 X219 or hcort@sgvcc.org

Transitional Age Youth (TAY)
The San Geronimo Valley Community Center (SGVCC) is the recipient of Transitional Age
Youth (TAY) funding from Marin County Health and Human Services. With support from
community partners including Tomales High School, Coastal Health Alliance and Youth
Leadership Institute, TAY residents will help define and direct their experience at home in
our vast region by becoming the change they wish to see. The SGVCC already makes youth,
Transitional Aged Youth and young adult services a priority. Accordingly, the Community
Center is well positioned to outreach and promote these services in all geographic “hubs” in
West Marin. “Hubs,” or regional center points for youth services, include Tomales, Point Reyes
Station and Bolinas-Stinson Beach.
Working with TAY residents, the TAY team will partner with the existing West Marin
Coalition for Healthy Youth (WMCHY) to identify existing coordinated services. In addition,
TAY residents will support marginalized middle and high school students and college-aged
peers in unincorporated West Marin. TAY residents will work in solidarity with TAY team

members to identify and fill gaps in services by creating opportunities that are meaningful and
relevant to Transitional Aged Youth in the four geographic “hub” areas.
Currently, the WMCHY consists of a team of youth and adult leaders who seek to codify services and resources available to youth and TAY residents in West Marin while making education, prevention and support systems more accessible. WMCHY acts as an informal system of
care that can provide activities and forums for TAY to connect with formal systems of care.
San Geronimo Valley Community Center is the organization most capable of leading this
effort for several reasons. First, no other agency is as organized or conditioned to do this
work. Secondly, no other West Marin Agency has applied for any funding through Health and
Human Services for Youth. Lastly, the SGVCC is primed and ready to model best practices on
behalf of West Marin residents transitioning from dependence to independence.

Lagunitas School District
by Steve Rebscher
The varied paths of several efforts came together last month in truly exceptional ways. The generosity
of our community, the hard work of volunteers, the many strengths of our community center, the
openness of our school. Fires, a playground, Parcel Tax. It’s been a little crazy.
As I write this column, it has been just a day since the
election for Measure A. It appears we passed this essential
funding piece for our school, by a small margin again. We
won! (Final result was 71.75% yes votes.) But hold that
thought for a minute, this isn’t a race or a world series.
An election is the culmination of the democratic effort to
convince people you have the right vision for your community. In this case, like one year ago on the national
level, I think we have something to learn from the result.
That hit home as I spoke with so many people prior to
last Tuesday. With one long-time friend and constituent I put forth the comparison that our yearly parcel
tax increase is less than one latte a month. Her response
was, “but Steve, we don’t drink lattes.” We need to listen to ALL of the members of our community.
We need to find ways to include more people in the decision and planning process for our schools.
Our last Long Range Plan for the Lagunitas School District was created more than 10 years ago. We
will revisit that planning process in the next months. It is my sincere hope that we can incorporate
a wider mix of people from our valley than we have in the past. The more people see the successful
work that is being done in our schools, and the more they have a voice in those efforts, the more we
will share everyone’s support.
The upper campus playground. Wow. The playground will be finished by the time you read
this column. If you have not seen it yet it is worth a trip.The small picture here doesn’t tell
much of the story. I remember helping to set and level the first posts back in June or July,
laying the decking, watching wonderfully skilled contractors fitting the compound angles of
octagonal roofs. Incredibly hard working volunteers in 100° heat – after a full week of regular
work in the same heat. And they came back Sunday to do it all over again. Then the next
weekend. People worked steadily from June through November with inspiring dedication. This
is Richard Sloan’s monument to his love for our school and the children of our community. It
could not have happened without Richard’s vision, Anita’s constant oversight and preparations
or the professional support of Theresa Tamley and Mike Staley. In total, well over $100,000 in
volunteer effort has resulted in a playground that will delight and challenge all valley children
for decades to come. Thank you, Richard.
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Fires. What is our connection to the devastating fires in Napa, Sonoma and Lake counties last
month? When one of our Montessori teachers, Alex Cusick, came to school early that hazy Monday
morning the parking lot of the community center was filling up with evacuees from the fires.
Through the next week, families wandered in from the fires and smoke and found refuge, food,
clothing and support. What evolved was a wonderful interaction with our school as well. Laura
Shain, our principal, organized art supplies for young children, students reading to younger kids,
older kids from Napa and Sonoma joined our classrooms and art projects on both campuses. Both
for our schools, and for the Community Center we partner with, these tragic fires brought opportunities to help in small ways that enriched our students and community.
At the end of that first week four young men that had been staying with their families at the
community center spoke up. “We want to help with your playground!” They volunteered to
help us finish our playground to give back to the community that had supported them for the
past week. They were skilled and energetic workers. What a wonderful way to bring together
the efforts of our Community Center, the school and our greater community. Those four
young men went on to do small projects throughout the valley.
With these perspectives in mind, I want to invite everyone from our community to see what is
happening at our schools. To see how we recently completed our bond supported modernization projects, to see our new playground and to participate in our long range planning to set
the goals and direction of our school district for the next ten years.

San Geronimo Valley Community Gym
by Howie Cort and Buck Chavez
“ Just Play. Have fun. Enjoy the Game.”
							Michael Jordan
When leaves begin to turn into their autumn colors of yellow, and red, it signals the time
when our fall school-linked after schools sports shift into high gear. Buck and I have a very
strong belief in what all our school linked after school sports programs are all about: Letting
kids experience something new, be a part of a team or club, learn the concept of teamwork by
working together and, most importantly, having fun!
Forty-five of our middle school students participated in Flag Football, Girls’ Volleyball,
Cross Country and our SGVCC Bike Club. Thanks to all the parents who were able to help
transport the team members to their games and events!
Our Flag Football Team played six games against various schools around the County. Coach
Cory Bostjancic, a Lagunitas graduate himself, came back for his third year of coaching the
team! It was great to watch the 8th graders take a leadership role in the huddle and keeping
it positive. There were many exciting moments on the field. Great defensive plays and long
touchdown runs after making beautiful shake and bake moves. This season we had some
players who had never played before and this was the most wonderful and memorable part of
the season. We say, so long to our 8th graders: Will Fries, Danni Trinka, Roan Andrews, Rio
Lorenzen-Parra, Jonah Fowler-Daley, Karim al-Jamal, Xander Barber-McLeod and Vanessa
Benito. We look forward to the return of Isaiah Rasmussen, Elijah Clementi, Renzo Cutler,
Marcelo Jones and Kai Ayre next year!
The Girl’s Volleyball Team rocked the season. As we go to press, the girl’s team is about to
head into the first round of play-offs at Ross School. Wearing their Bobcat jerseys, designed
by Kristy Arroyo, the girls volleyed, bumped and served their way through their short, but
sweet season. We had seventeen girls on the team. That’s a lot of girls! Thanks to coach, Karen
Hamblett, who left work early and crossed the Golden Gate Bridge to make practices and
games. And, of course, Buck for sharing his wisdom and skills. Big thanks to Kristy Arroyo,
who along with her daughter Sophie (who graduated from Lagunitas last year) came on
Thursdays to help with practices and share the skills she learned at volleyball camp this past
summer. We celebrate our 8th graders moving on: Nisa Kielman-Ovetz, Amber Simon, Indy
Jenkins, Vanessa Trinidad and Kalea Rasmussen. 7th and 6th team members were: Myrka
Perez, Izzy Lipari-Maxson,Beth Brisson,Emma Hamblett, Eve Tatum,Gracie Chavez, Kaia
Yudice, Minette Strahan, Lola McCourtney, Tallulah Andrews and Shelby Hendrickson.
Our Cross Country Team ran their way to a bunch of top fifteen finishes during the four
races they participated in. We hosted the sixth annual Bobcat Challenge on October 16th.
We had a beautiful and glorious day to run with 271 runners crossing the finish line. We
say farewell to our 8th graders, Ben Sanford and Jadi Amarista. Rounding out the team
were Joaquin Boyd, Beth Brisson, Aileen Light, Micah Arnold, Logan Fredenberg, Ethan
Fredenberg. Kaia Yudice and Jaden Wernick. It takes a united effort by all the volunteers who
step forward every year to help make this race a fantastic experience for both kids and parents!
The Bobcat Challenge has the reputation of being well run and organized, not to mention a
fun and challenging race. I could not have pulled off an event of this magnitude without the
following course monitors, parking lot staff, our roving medic, bike sweeper, and finish line
team who timed the runners, organized the finish boards, along with handing out the medals
and ribbons. Thanks to Brien who coached the XC elective, Alison Puglisi, Alison Double,
Berta Bickel, Stephanie Smith, and her son, Ben Sokolosky, Chrissy Light, Emile Mulholland,
Karen Brisson, Ashley Fullerton, Chris Boyd, Kelly Hunt-Miceli, John Carroll, Jack Sayers,
Dave Cort, Buck Chavez, Stan _____ and Poko Giacomini. I want to thank the school and
the Valley community for your understanding of the importance of this race and being Zen
with the countless cars parked along SFD on race day!

through eighth grade, hop on their bikes and ride up into the hills with Emile. During the
course of each ride they are learning technical mountain bike skills and experience the true
beauty of our Valley as they maneuver their way on fire roads that take them through deeply
shaded forests, to the tops of the hills that surround us. On Fridays, third through fifth
graders take off from the gym and head out to find terrain and trails that are suitable for their
skill level. Some rides take them into Samuel P. Taylor Park where Emile will have the kids
dismount their bikes and share a teachable moment about the history of the park while they
explore the remnants of the paper mill. What a great way to spend the day after school is out!
The Next Session starts:
Wednesday, November 29th for 6th – 8th grades 2:45 p.m.- 4:45 p.m.
Friday, December 1st for 3rd – 5th grades 3:00 p.m.- 4:45 p.m.
Come build your confidence and appreciation for our natural world while learning good
bicycle handling skills and strengthening your body.
Cost per session: $240
Email questions to Emile Mulholland
To sign up, complete the Mountain Bike Indemnification or contact Howie at hcort@sgvcc.org
The LOFT and Gym—We have something for every one of all ages!
The Loft is open Monday through Thursday, after school until 5:30pm and Fridays until
5:00pm.
What we offer: A safe and fun place to play games, do homework, hang out with friends, get a
healthy snack, a stopover before going to practices or classes.
Cost: $300 for the school year and that includes a healthy snack! We offer a $100 per trimester
payment plan.
The Gym
The gym is busy with two nights of Open Gym basketball, Thursday afternoon Senior
Table Tennis and Sunday evening Table Tennis. In the next few weeks, we’ll be stirring CYO
Basketball practices into the gym mix.
Open Gym:
Co-ed Open Basketball
Mondays 5:30 p.m. – 6:30 p.m.
Mondays are for women and men who want a work out with less intensity than the
Wednesday Open gyms.
$5.00 fee
Wednesday Basketball 7:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.
Wednesdays are for those individuals who are looking for a high energy, fast paced workout.
E.J Chavez keeps games organized and flowing throughout the evening.
$5.00 Fee
Table Tennis
Newcomer’s welcome! We play in the beautiful, heated, spacious Lagunitas Community Gym,
setting up seven to ten tables. It’s a friendly, welcoming atmosphere suitable to all levels. We
cater to all players, young and old, beginners and experts, kids, families and anyone who
wanders in. Bring a friend or come by yourself and join us! Paddles, balls, instruction and
friendly playing partners provided.

Youth Mountain Bike Club with Emile

For more info, go to: www.LagunitasTableTennis.com

The SGVCC Mountain Bike Club, led by Emile Mulholland, continues to ride the beautiful,
and sometimes challenging, bike trails of the Valley on Wednesdays and Fridays. The club is
comprised of students from Lagunitas and Nicasio Schools. On Wednesdays, kids, sixth

Sundays, 6-9 pm

The West Marin Coalition for Heathy Youth (WMCHY) works in West Marin with an
extensive network of public and private entities to reduce underage use of drugs and alcohol.
These entities include individual families, four school districts, three youth centers (the Loft,
The Den, The Lounge) the Marin County Office of Education, Health and Human Services,
Marin County Youth Court, Bay Area Community Resources (BACR), Coastal Health
Alliance, Marin County Libraries, Law Enforcement, community based organizations, community partners and others.

The West Marin Coalition for Healthy Youth applied funds to rebrand “WMCHY” and
invest in professional resources to improve our website and online presence. We worked with
Anne Cutler to bring the image and brand into alignment with the goodwill and intentions of
this important community based work. The time and resources put into the website (http://
westmarincoalition.org/) have allowed our online presence to be more integrated, professional
and equitable in the context of the Marin Prevention Network and other coalitions across the
Marin County. We are enthused to have this tool to use, and to share our message far and
wide. We’ll begin to map existing services for engagement in four distinct “hubs,” one in each
geographic area: San Geronimo Valley, Tomales, Point Reyes Station and Bolinas/Stinson.

Thursdays, 1-3 pm

West Marin Coalition for Healthy Youth (WMCHY)
WMCHY staff team members have worked in partnership with Mill Valley aware to bring
restorative practices to Shoreline Unified School District. Common goals include building
connections that place “prevention” as a central priority for Bolinas School, Bolinas Stinson
Youth Group and the Tamalpais High School District. Lastly, the WMCHY continues to promote all wellness centers forming in Marin County High School communities. Our staff has
been supportive to wellness centers in central Marin and hopes to continue building support
for a wellness center at Tomales High School.
West Marin Coalition for Healthy Youth and the Marin Prevention Network continue to
leverage resources for West Marin residents, providing information and messaging created with
and promoted by the Marin Prevention Network. Outreach to far reaches of the coastal zone
are supported by our sector partners. We are currently engaged in open enrollment and asking
you and/or your organization to be part of this important work – the community needs your
support!

WMCHY has co-created four “hubs” as the working model to link resources to West Marin
residents. The system is organized to deliver equitable services to each hub area and build a
system of care that reflects the unique needs of each area. Our primary project to begin this
year will be to host a “Coalition Café” in each hub area and learn from the community and
our sector partners what desires and needs exist regionally. We intend to elevate the voices of
our participants including parents, youth, young adults and community stakeholders.
We want to know what is missing or needed to help youth, young adults and families feel supported in West Marin. You will learn more about this through our website and Facebook page
as they are updated and shared. We hope to partner with each of you – community members
and organizations - to make the upcoming SGV Coalition Café a place where we can share
and learn together how to build resiliency in West Marin as a whole.
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Thank You!

Community Center Contributors
by Rebecca Teague, Fund Development
It is Annual Campaign season for the Community Center! We deeply appreciate the
tremendous support that we have received throughout the Spring and Winter. By this
time, all of you who are reading this article have most likely received a letter from the
Community Center. If you haven’t donated yet, please send in a check or make an online
donation at www.sgvcc.org through our safe, secure web link.
This past year has been a vibrant time for the Community Center. Your contributions,
both large and small, were the key to insuring that our organization was able to serve our
Valley every day, providing vital programs and human services. The future looks bright as
we continue to expand those services to meet the needs of the community in the areas of
Health and Wellness, Disaster Preparedness, and providing a Safety Net for families and
for seniors through inclusive programs.
Please consider joining our Council of Major Donors, which is comprised of individuals,
families, foundations and businesses that make exemplary financial contributions to the
Community Center each year. Each of these donors support our mission to foster healthy
communities within the San Geronimo Valley and Nicasio by providing a dynamic center for locally based human services, arts and culture, education, health and wellness,
and community building. Council members come from the Valley, Nicasio, Fairfax and
other neighboring communities. Each member of the Council makes a substantial direct
or in-kind contribution. The collective impact of Council members’ contributions is
incredibly important to the financial health and well-being of the Community Center.
Other ways to financially support the Community Center include making a monthly contribution, contributing stocks, bonds, real estate or a vehicle, joining our Legacy Circle by
making a planned gift to the Community Center through your estate planning or by contributing to our Deepening Roots Campaign endowment fund.
We are grateful for your support and trust in our Community Center. You can make a
recurring or one-time gift today through our website www.sgvcc.org, by sending in a check
or by giving me a call at 488-8888. The following individuals, businesses and grantors
have made generous contributions between August 1,2017 to November 15, 2017.
Thank you and merry winter!

Contributors
Nadia Al-Samarrie
Allstar Organics, Marty Jacobson and Janet
Brown
Catherine Anderson
Elizabeth Ayers and Marty Rosenblum
Linda and Warren Bell
Daniel Ben-Horin and Jamie Stobie
Margaret Bernarding
Martin Bernbaum
David Berry
Wayne Billheimer
Nancy and William Binzen
Tim Blain and Patricia Regalia
Laurence and Barbara Brauer
Patti Breitman and Stan Rosenfeld
Molly Brennan
Bruce Burtch
Walter Buster
Tim and Gay Feldberg Cain
Tom and Beth Carmody
Michael Casey and Lisa Whitaker,
The Canvas Works
Susan and Richard (Buck) Chavez
Arnold and Nancy Cicchetti
James Clapp
Daniel Cohen and Jodie NewDelman
Lauren Cole
Dave and Howie Cort
Janet Cort
Liam Cottrell
Marian Cremin
Alex and Mike Cusick
Mark Daley and Valerie Fowler
Leo and Barbara Denouden

Pat and Cia Donahue
Skag Dukkers and Anne McClain
Rosie Echelmeier
Julie Egger and Alan Weiler
Candis England
Aninha Esperanza Livingston and Olivier
Suzor
Timothy Ezekiel and Wendy Lee
Helen and Philip Ferlino
Vincent Ficociello
Edith Fleming
Gerald and Geraldine Fleming
Kimberly Foscato
Gabriele and Jorg Freidrich
Friesian Woodworks,
Wypke De Vries and Snuey Pearlman
Alyssa and Gary Gleason
David Goldman and Lisa Cort
Jean Goodman
Elizabeth Greason
Erin and Matthew Hallal
Nancy and Dean Hanson
Frances Heath
Elizabeth and Harold Hedelman
Cora Baron
Luanna Helfman
Anne Hillsley
David Lee Hoffman, The Last Resort
Don and Shirley Holmlund
Mike and Linda Howe
James and Janice Jahnke
Katelyn Johnson and Jeremy Gaunt
Wendi Kallins
Sue Killen
Steve and Jean Kinsey
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Roy and Bev Kinsey
Andrew and Marcia Ganeles Kislik
Amos and Kristina Klausner
Margaret and Kit Krauss
Kelly Lawson and Kelly Hunt
Donald and Marcia Leach
Aaron Lee
Benjie Levine
Bob and Avis Licht
David and Veronica Litvak,
Kathleen and Barry Lowenthal
Denise Lussier and Michael Bock
Marin Power Yoga
Lynette McLamb and Todd Steiner
John McNeil and Michaela Fleming
Andrew and Teri Meadows
Marjorie Mohror
Susan Moldaw and Bob Stallings
Carol and Guido Mori-Prange
Maya Normandi
Frederick John, North Beach Woodworks
Jessica and Craig O’Connell
Seamus O’Connor
Kathy O’Sullivan
Papermill Creek Saloon
Lorne and Ilona Parker
Kathleen Perkins
Andrea Perone
Jack Pesso
Benjamin and Heather Podoll
Cindy and Jim Purkey
Steve and Carol Rebscher
Taylor Rechtschaffen
Douglas Rigg
Larry Rippee and Molly Rea
Rena Robinett
John Robertson and Andrea Thomas
Tom Robertson and Leigh David-Mizak
John C. Rodgers
Nancy Roen
Grace Rogers
Christopher Sabec
Edward and Jean Sadowsky
June Sale
Jeffrey Sandler and Karen Bayle
Serenity Knolls
San Geronimo Valley Food Co-Op
Joe and Rose Mary Sharp
Terry Shea
Nancy Isaac Simmons
Richard Sloan
St. Cecilia’s Church/St. Mary-Nicasio
Laura Steinberg and Jonathan Sadowsky
Hilary O’Hara Stock
Michele Stone
Richard Teed
Kira Millay Thelin
Thompson Builders Corporation
Stephen Tognini
David Van Peursem, DDS
Judy and Stanley Voets
Anne Brashear Wick
Wendy Wilkinson and Ed Bice
Thomas Wilson and Teresa Bright
Julia Winston
Ted Wright and April Wolcott
Sarah and Melvyn Wright
Marty and Lhasa Yudice

Gala Sponsors:
Diamond
Good Earth Natural Foods
Marin Community Foundation

Platinum
San Geronimo Golf Course
David Shore

Gold
Barbara and Laurence Brauer
Brownco Construction and Development
Dave and Howie Cort
Dovetail
Rudi Dundas
Front Porch Realty
Gan Halev
Giacomini Family
Susan Moldaw and Bob Stallings

Silver
AlbertFlynnDeSilver.com
Janet Cort
Liza and Tim Crosse
Cia and Pat Donahue
First Federal Savings and Loan
Jim Griffith and Muniera Kadrie
Dahlia and Jack Kamesar
Amos and Kristina Klausner
David Lakes and Stephanie Fein
Ilona and Lorne Parker
Carol and Steve Rebscher
Thompson Builders Corporation
Suzanne Sadowsky’s Family
Edward Sadowsky
Nina Sadowsky and Gary Hakman
Richard Sadowsky and Mary Clancy
Johnathan Sadowsky and Laura
Steinberg

Bronze
Lisa Cort and David Goldman
David Berry
Dickson Ranch
Stan Rosenfeld and Pattie Breitman
Sean Sullivan and Kathryn Callaway

Grantors
Benevity
Bright Funds Foundation
California Endowment
Community Development Block Grant
County of Marin
Donate Well/Good Done Great
Endurance Fund
Enterprise Holdings Foundation
First Federal Savings and Loan
Freitas Foundation
George Lucas Family Foundation
Hartford Foundation for
Public Giving
Just Give
Kaiser Permanente
Lagunitas Brewing Company
Marin Charitable
Marin Community Foundation
Marin First 5
Marin Municipal Water District
Nathan Cummings Foundation
Network for Good
Olympic Club Foundation
Presbyterian Hunger Project
Reliance Fund
San Geronimo Valley Lions Club
The Scorpio Rising Fund
West Marin Community Services
West Marin Fund
Jack and Patty Wright Foundation
Union Bank Foundation
United Way
Your Cause

Volunteers for Disaster—Emergency Shelter
On behalf of the San Geronimo Valley Community Center staff and board we would like to thank all who contributed time, energy, food and monetary donations during the time we sheltered families who were evacuated during the Santa Rosa and Sonoma fires. Forgive us if we did not mention you or your organization at this time.
We do appreciate and value all your contributions.

Volunteers

John Finger
Marlene Maiello
Mark & Elina Boylen
Deborah Ruff
Avis Licht
Cadi Paco
Carol Foti
Kirby Wilcox
Stephanie & Marshall Johnson
Terry Carlson
Andrea Perone
Alan Weiler
Traci Prendergast
Amy MecConnell & Family
Julie Egger
Rich Raffally
Greg Smith
Helen & Philip Ferlino
Luann Helfman
Sarah, Clayton & Tanner
Lewis
Stephan Tognini
Peter Pennypacker
Al Lubow
Donna Parker
Arden Woods
Catherine Anderson
Jessica O’Connell
Cathleen VanPeursem
Ken Adams
Laurie Marinelli
Armando Duran
Mary Chapman
Heather Podell
Tom Berger
Claudia Kohl
Lynel Powell
Donna Harlona
Dana Powsner
Sean Sullivan
Laura & Kevin Shea
Tiwawan Prasartthongosot
Anne Hillsley
Mack McConnel
Cathleen Vickens
Mr. R. Loman
Peg Duggan
Gabi Friedrich
Denise Lussier

Laura Pinyuh
Michelle Simonson
Mary Frank
Michelle Grannelli
Minerva Tottie
Paula Delehanty
Miely & Robert Virgo
Monique Paltrineri
Marty & Bud Meade
Nika Arye
Ellen Ferguson
Heather Winiecki
Julia Hernandez
Cia Donahue
Liora & Jay Soladay
Kilia Kaho’ohanohano
Aaron Lee
Brian McCarthy
Jacob Lawlor
Patricia O’Connor
Vicki Chase
Marianka Medy
Elizabeth Greason
Alex Cusick
Julie Hauke
Carla Kavanaugh
Lynn & Allen Charne
Victoria Prendergast
Helen Rionfiend
Alex, Sarah. Mia & Max
Wilhelm
Don & Shirley Holmond
Camilla Saufley
Jennifer Clemons Hallal
Kathy Gordon
Mark Daley
E.J. Chavez & Crew
Blythe Shelly
Valerie Fowler
Allison Keyes
Marleen Raggow
Janet Myers
Ginny & Joe Faria
Michael Rosenthal
Ray Gilberti
Margaret Farley
Tom Wilson
Rosie Echelmeier
Laura Sherman
Teresa Bright

Dani Levi
Laura Cronin
Molly Rea
Leslie, Junko & Olive
Desaulniers
Benexy Ott
Jim & Jenelle Frazackerly
Gisela, Alejandro & Krystal
Alvarado
Kyla Burke
Carol& Steve Rebscher
Karen Argelia Batres
Lauren Froberg
Vanessa Trinadad
Zoila Beradi
Alyssa Blandino
Elena Roncaglia Linea Larsen
Roneet Beneishai
Karen Ruggle
Anastashea Sheldon
Jess Clark
John McKendrick
Cristina Nelson
Elizabeth Von Helm
Lauralee Brown
Mimi Lewis
Leslie Allen
Sara Gallegar
Claudia Cole
Jeff Daniels
Margarite Illingworth
Matt Katics
Phoenix Williams
Monica Snell
Charlie Fisher
Nona Stuckelman
Catherine Granville
Lenore Arnoux
Michelle & Johnny Ruteledge
Carol Fagan
Kira Swaim
Lizzie Poppe
Susan Christy
Stephanie Smith
Dennis Rodoni
Allison Puglisi
Rhonda Cutter
Hedi Calderon
Kirby Wilcox
Micheal Rosen

Gloria Elizabeth
Marla Beck
Barbara Libby
Abel McChone
Marley Ross
Nicole McConneloug
Katherine Liu-Elizabeth
David Lakes
Susan Christy
Lani Yadegar
Fred& Sally Campbell
Gina Smith
Josie Drake
Snuey Pealman
Amy Sickler
Jim Franco
Cheryl Fromholzer
John Baldwin
Bunny Spencer-Phill
Nancy Binzen
Josie Drake
John Baldwin
Kate Powers
Naya Mauro
Mia Runanin
Catherine McQuilken
Barbara Contini
Nancy Roen
Janet Lott
Amber Charne
Andrea Freeman
Karen Voets
Leelee Thomas
Joe Newton
Sonia Rickett
Alex Ghiringhelli
Lori Felton
Aneka Gordon
Stephanie Fein
Sherry Cooper
Nan Masterson
Clancy Bounds
Barbie Hernandez
Martha Allen
Molly Whitely
Jill Larkey
Patricia Joanides
Dan Fitting
Jonathan Knight
Hugh Knight

Organizations

Bovine Bakery
Noah’s bagels
Arti
Marinitas
Ghiringhelli’s Pizza
Paper Mill Saloon
Insalata’s
Extra Food.Org
Bay Area Muslims
San Geronimo Presbyterian
Church
Lagunitas Store
Good Earth
Marin Power Yoga
Allstar Organics
Mill Valley Refuse
Porch Realtry Group
Woodacre Fire Dept.
Serenity Knolls
San Geronimo Community
Garden
Woodacre Improvement Club
VERG
Healing Sanctuary
OPEN Classroom
Lagunitas School District &
Staff
SPAWN
Marin Community Clinic
Coastal Health Alliance
Dominican University
S.F./Marin Food Bank
Taste Kitchen & Table
Children for Change

Wildfire from Page 1

Volunteer from Page 3

Despite experiencing many successes during an otherwise chaotic week, V.E.R.G. has yet to
complete its mission in responding to the evacuation crisis from the Northbay fires. As with any
disaster related activity, we already have begun a review of the entire operation with partners like
the Community Center staff, neighboring disaster groups and the West Marin Disaster Council.
If we hope to improve and ready ourselves for a future wildfire event locally, V.E.R.G. members
know that we have to create better pre-plans, obtain some needed equipment, recruit more
volunteers, expand our neighborhood portable radio network and supercharge the community
readiness at the household and neighborhood level.

continue to affect the Valley for a long time. We proved that we can do things organically and
in an improvised fashion, but it would be so much less stressful to have it pre-planned and
prepared.

Anyone reading this can play an integral role in this emergency readiness--in their home, in their
neighborhood, or in the Valley at the community level. Many of you already have played a role
in responding to the plight of the evacuees in October with your time, your belongings, or your
money. To become a part of the ongoing solution to emergency resilience contact us at sgvdisastergroup@yahoo.com or go to our Facebook page at San Geronimo Valley Emergency Readiness
Group. Do you have to “join” V.E.R.G.? The answer is that you already are a part of V.E.R.G.—
preparing and responding at whatever level to the sudden, emergent needs of yourself, your family, and your Valley community.

Will: What can the community do to prepare for the future?
Jim: Everything can be done more confidently on a foundation of people having their own
households prepared. There is a direct relationship: If you have your family or self ready for
whatever happens then you have capacity to serve others.
Will: Where would you direct people for more information about how to prepare?
Jim: Readymarin.org for planning. They make priorities really simple!
Will: Thanks so much, Jim, for all of your service and hard work in our community!
Jim: Absolutely, thanks Will.
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Arts & Events
Sunday, December 2, 2017

The 48th Holiday Arts Faire
An enlivening tradition for almost 50 years . . .
Bring family and friends to enjoy a festive afternoon of musical performances, delicious
soups, salads (and tamales), green workshop, silent auction, a visit with Santa and, of
course, the Crafts Faire!
Don’t miss it!
Here’s the schedule:
Food: Ongoing
11am: Crafts and Artisans—ongoing
Marty Meade's glass bead work

Greens Workshop—ongoing
The beloved hands-on workshop offered by Kristy Arroyo—make a wreath or
otherwise get your greens on.
Noon: SGVCC Raffle—ongoing

Rebecca Maloney with her knitted goods

12:30-2pm: Santa
1pm: “A Letter on the Wind” performance by Jim Griffiths, Muniera Kadrie, Suzanne
Sadowsky and Alex Kadrie
2pm: Gan Halev Chanukah
2:45pm: Terry Shea and Lagunitas School band
3:45pm:Tim Cain
Heartwood Collabrative's wonderful fairy
land creatures

4:50pm: Lights of Life-A community celebration honoring the memories of loved
ones. Hosted by West Marin Senior Services
Look forward to seeing you this December 2nd, 11am to 5:30pm!

Dulce MacLeod’s fairies

Bud Meade, ceramic bowl
Bob Buscho and his turned wooden bowls

Lesley Gray's fabric work

Marcia Ganeles with her ceramics
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Succulent gift box by Kathryn Tjosvold of
Boxtrot Gifts

Succulent gift box by Kathryn Tjosvold of Boxtrot Gifts

Saturday, December 16th, 7 pm

Michael McQuilkin Family Music Hour XIV
Lagunitas School Multipurpose Room, 1 Lagunitas Road, San Geronimo (around the corner
from SGVCC)
$10 suggested donation

2017 Winter Gallery Art Shows at
the Maurice Del Mué Galleries
Valley Room — Enter through Lobby
West Room — Adjoining Valley Room
DECEMBER

Join us for a special evening of music featuring some of the
Valley’s greatest musical talent!

48th annual Holiday Arts Fair Dec. 2, 11-5:30 pm

Hear the Chavez family singers, Tealy Gapinski, Kira Thelin,
Andrew Giacomini, the McQuilkin brothers, Mwanza Furaha,
Lila Fox, Indigo Jenkins, and other featured performers with
the Valley All-Star band, Tim Cain and the Lagunitas Horns!

Valley Room		
Senior Lunch Group Art Show
West Room		 TBA

Come find out why this event has been packed every time – it’s
so much fun! Bring the whole family – it’s a great reunion for the
returning college students and everyone else.

FEBRUARY
Valley Room		
West Room		

KIDS WELCOME! “Music brings families together!”

Opening reception on Sunday, February 11th, 4:00–7:00 pm

Friday January 12, 7pm

Visual Arts Program

Cornelius Boots
Award-winning composer Cornelius Boots is in full-blooded
collaboration with the deceptively simple, yet devilishly difficult shakuhachi flute of Zen Buddhism. He is also a specialist in Taimu, its baritone brother. The result is a rich and
inspired collision of classic rock, blues, heavy metal, and Zen
Buddhist nature hymns from monasteries.
After a 30-year career of high-caliber jazz, classical, rock and
experimental music activities, Boots has positioned himself
at the crossroads of personal expression and divine revelation.
“He’s not just an amazing musician, he’s like a mystic with
a tube in his face.” –Maurizio Benazzo, co-founder, Science
and Nonduality

Saturday, March 17, 4 pm

Annual St. Patrick’s Day Youth Talent Show
Lagunitas School Multipurpose Room
$15 adults, $12 Senior, $8 Children. Family of 3 or more $35.
With MC Extraordinaire Jasper Thelin! And assistant MC Alexander McQuilkin!
4:00pm Younger Kids 5:00pm Dinner 6:00pm Older Youth
Save the date for a rollicking good St. Patrick’s Day celebration bringing together our whole
community for a worthy cause! Local youth talent ranging in age from the single digits to their
teens will blow our minds with stellar performances to benefit the Community Center After
School Programs. One of the Center’s all-time favorite events. It’s a great opportunity for the
kids to stretch to the next level, building confidence and public presentation skills. Encourage
them to begin planning their acts now!
The show is open to youth who are grammar and high school-aged. The majority
of the kids are from the Lagunitas School
District but we usually have kids from
Nicasio, Ross Valley, private schools and
home school.
All proceeds support scholarships for
SGVCC After School Programs, keeping them accessible for all the families that need them.
Thank you for continuing to purchase tickets for the whole family, including performers. If your
family is experiencing a hardship that would make that impossible, please contact Howie Cort
to make sliding scale arrangements.

JANUARY

Reception Sunday, January 14 , 4-7pm
West Marin Film Festival January 26-28

by Larry Rippee
A quick glance back at the exhibits we’ve
hosted over the last twelve months is
quite gratifying: Harry Cohen & Friends,
Richard Lang & Judith Selby Lang
“Working from Home”, Marty Meade
and Her Friday Morning Art Groups,
Parra O’Siochain and Pam Handleman’s
Plein Aire Paintings, the Latino Photo
Project and fine solo exhibits by Gaetano
DeFelice, Joe Bacon, John Torrey and Peg
Hunter.
Our annual exhibits are now becoming bona fide traditions. We just concluded
the eight annual Pressing Matters: Printmakers Group Show this November,
as well as this year’s 7th annual Senior Lunch group show and the 6th Annual
Photographers Group Show. And of course, the venerable 27th Annual Spring
Art Show. I truly hope you made your way to the Center for at least some of
these shows comprised of primarily Valley artists—your friend and neighbors.
Not every community has its own neighborhood art gallery. And remember
the exhibits switch out every month so seize your moment of opportunity
when it comes.
Some of the upcoming gallery exhibits for 2018 will include the 8th annual
Senior Lunch Group Show in January as well as solo shows by Vicki Chase,
Gabriele Schwiback, Elaine Penwell and Zoltron.
West Marin Film Festival
Many plans are brewing for early 2018. Aside from our ongoing Artists Film
Night (where we feature a film about an individual artist or some facet of
visual art or music) we are planning a West Marin Film Festival in conjunction
with the Dance Palace in Pt. Reyes. Both venues—the Community Center and
the Dance Palace—will show films created by West Marin filmmakers and/
or films about individuals and topics of West Marin. Once again, the Valley is
fortunate to be the residence of a number of talented independent filmmakers.
We hope to have a full schedule to announce soon. We’ll keep you posted.
Mark your calendar for January 26, 27 and 28.

Support Your
Community Center

Sunday, April 20, 7:30 pm

Dirty Cello
Tickets: $15 advance/$20 door
From China to Italy, and all over the U.S., Dirty Cello brings the
world a high energy and unique spin on blues and bluegrass. Led
by vivacious cross-over cellist, Rebecca Roudman, Dirty Cello is
cello like you’ve never heard before. From down home blues with a
wailing cello to virtuosic stompin’ bluegrass, Dirty Cello is a band
that gets your heart thumping and your toes tapping!

Vicki Chase
Gabriele Schwibach

•

Make a monthly contribution

•

Contribute stocks, bonds, real estate or a vehicle

•

Make a planned gift to the Community Center through your estate
planning.
To donate, visit www.sgvcc.org
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Alphabet Soup

The 5th and 6th grade students in the Open Classroom made collages inside a drawing of
their own profiles. Then they exchanged their work and wrote poems about the imagery
they observed.

Compliled by Martha Allen
Be What You Want
by Miles Baylacq

Miles
by Forrest Morgan

Be strong
Have lots of web
Go underwater
See the whale
Diving deep down
See the hawk
Snatching at a baby
Mountain goat
See the snake
Snapping at a
Green spider
See the frog
with sunglasses on
See nature.

His mind exploding in a burst of flame
I can imagine what it’s like in there
Probably a bit like the underworld
Lava, maybe some water too
With fishes of all kinds
Bright and dull
That fiery ball of flame
Pulsing as if it has a mind of its own
Oddly, it stops pulsing
As if it has died
But then it starts again
Faster now, with the odd feeling of
wonder
Suddenly it turns blue, purple, red and
green
Exploding into awareness

Inside Her Head
by Paloma Russ
Cats everywhere you look
Inside her brain
Simple Peppermint Patty dogs
And mythical squirrels.
Inside her head
Breathtaking scenes
Of mountains and sunsets
Out in nature.
And then she knows
This is definitely
One of the best thoughts
She could ever think of

Finally waking from its long slumber
A cat appears out of nowhere
Swiping at a non-existent toy.

The Animal Poem
by Axel Bensch
I see lots of animals
A few bikers going the speed of light
I see snakes hoping to catch food for dinner
I see a photo of space
Cats, dogs, spiders and snake.
I see the animals’ emotions.
I see a turtle
Swimming through a pond
Breaking through the leaves in front of him
I see a spider
Working to build a web
Hoping for a fly to make his dinner.
This collage makes the animals come to life.

Inside a Mind
by Mark Snaith
A dark blue sky
Under it a beautiful desert
A cobweb of memories
With glittering eyes
A smooth ocean of blood vessels
Each blood cell
A red planet

Her Brain Box
by Nika Arye
Amazing funniness bulges up and down her head
Splatters of fun swarm around each other
A domestic cow with a kangaroo
Amusing asparagus
Giraffe clowns, insane
Scarves wrapped around their necks,
Beaming until someone notices
A koala scurries up a tree looking delightful
A donkey stares at me daring me to blink.
All of her thoughts zoom around inside her head
With crazy imagination.

Only two days after the Sonoma/Napa fires had started, these students
in Jenelle Ferhart’s 3rd and 4th grade class wrote these poems:
How I Would Feel
by Eben McConnell

Safe
by Sadie Moors

I wake up to a knock at the door
I look down on an ash-covered floor.
I go to the door to open it up,
Leaving my house with only my pup.
I run to the car and race for the hills
As the fire around me burns houses and mills.
I look all throughout my burning town
As the firefighters try to put it down.
It’s roaring around me, the wind is high
The smoke is rising into the sky
But all that I care is that I’m alive.

You are safe from the fire of flames
your home will be built
soon there will be rain
soon you’ll be happy
so will I because
you will be back on your feet
and that makes me happier
than you think!!!!!

Q&Artist
by Roberta Floden

Nancy Lyle Bennett
The multi-talented Nancy Bennett always seemed to know where her
destiny lay—both in music and in helping others. Her passion for
the piano started when she was but four-years-old and has never abated. You might have seen
her on the keyboards at SGVCC senior lunches or with her group “We Three Trio” at SGVCC
events. After moving to San Anselmo in 1968, Nancy earned a Music Teaching Credential from
the State of California, and, in addition to offering private lessons, taught music appreciation
at College of Marin, and was the school pianist at Drake High School. She also co-founded the
Inverness Music Festival, played tenor drums for the Macintosh Pipe Band, and is one of the
keyboardist for the Point Reyes Presbyterian Church.
Alongside that has been her lifelong concern for others. Reading a few books on criminology
led to a B.A. in the School of Criminology from UC, Berkeley and advanced study at Stanford.
This was followed by work as a group supervisor in the San Mateo Juvenile Hall, counseling
teenagers and leading therapy groups. Along the way, Nancy developed her interests in the
ancient healing arts of dowsing, astrology, handwriting analysis, graphology, and especially
Feng Shui, all of which she mastered and all of which she practices professionally.
Q. Your interest in music started at an early age.
A. Yes, when I was four-years-old. During a family visit to my Aunt Lois, she played the piano
for us. I was awe-struck. I couldn’t keep my hands off her piano. I literally begged my parents
for lessons. Finally when I was eight-years-old, they agreed to give me piano lessons, but they
didn’t get me a piano. So I had to walk a few blocks every day before school to my teacher’s
house to get lessons and to practice. I didn’t care. The piano, the music, it became my life. By
the time I was 12, I was actually giving piano lessons myself. I had seven students.
I never wanted to be a concert pianist. I didn’t like playing recitals or performing in front an
audience. I just wanted to play the piano. During my whole life, I’ve always gone back to the
piano, classical music, to Bach. It’s kept me sane; it’s kept me able to live.
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Q. You have worn many other hats over the years
A. It’s true, my interests have gone in all kinds of directions, both on and off the beaten path.
I’ve been a flight attendant for TWA and the Flying Tigers and have travelled widely. For a
while I spent a lot of time at casinos playing table stakes poker and blackjack.
Over the years.I have studied, written about, taught, given speeches, and counseled on a variety
of what are considered alternative paths. In the ‘60s I studied astrology and created charts to
help people understand themselves better. I’m a dowser, a lifetime member of the American
Dowsing Society. I use the rods to answer questions, to read people, and help them with their
concerns and feelings.
In 1987, I became interested in Feng Shui.
Feng Shui is the Art of Placement. Its traditions
and techniques have been handed down from
practitioner to practitioner for nearly 3,000
years. What interested me is the arrangement
of forces that help people achieve balance and
harmony in their lives. I wove my experience in
counseling directly into it, into balancing energies for people in and around homes and workplaces and aligning spaces with Earth’s natural
energies. I developed a practice in the Northbay
that continues to this day.
Q. How did “We Three Trio” begin?
A. About 12 years ago, I was invited to play
with a group of musicians in Petaluma. They
were looking for a keyboardist. The cellist,
Linda Amari, and I clicked, and that was the
beginning. We co-founded “We Three Trio”
with Jean Eisenberg, who sadly died. Richard James, a clarinetist, joined later. We so enjoy
practicing and playing together. We always have a lot of fun. We all just love music. We give
concerts of classical selections and play at weddings, memorials, musicales, and soirees. Our
business card reads, “The last word in sophisticated music.”

Wilderness Calls
by Paul Berensmeier
Fall in the Valley
Shorter days . . . slanted light . . . sunset as we come back into
the Valley . . . breathe that sigh of relief . . . we are home again.
Longer nights . . . cold filtering through the window . . . snuggle
under the covers . . . time for dreaming . . . the dream . . . we live here. . . .
Wake up early . . . star field arching overhead . . . that morning stillness. Deer rustle
through the forest . . . dry leaves crunch. One stands in our garden . . . the owls
call . . . deep resonance. Suddenly . . . coyotes break the soft stillness . . . a cacophony of high pitched yips and howls . . . waking the morning. The little grey fox
rustles nearby . . . stops . . . looks in my direction . . . continues to the creek. . . .
Walk up the mountain . . . beams of early light . . . rich golden colors filter through
the forest . . . dark ridges in the distance . . . low Valley fog . . . a sea of white . . . our
home. The turkey vultures line the fence posts . . . wings open to the sun’s warmth .
. . bobcat stalks . . . how will the new day unfold?
Relish Fall in the Valley . . . red leaves . . . rich orange persimmons decorate the tree
. . . squirrel jumps out . . . runs all over . . . logs . . . trees . . . branches . . . eyes me
carefully . . . alert . . . comes closer . . . no separation. Together we share this cool
Fall morning . . . low sunlight . . . invigorating scents . . . excitement of a new season
. . . a new day. The squirrel jumps straight up in the air . . . sprints to the top of a
post . . . turns to me . . . quivering playfully . . . don’t forget to play.
Yes . . . don’t forget to relish this time . . . this invigorating new season . . . dripping
with potential. Don’t forget to do the things important to you . . . that you dream
about and feel during the Fall in the Valley . . . and . . . remember the lesson from
the friendly squirrel . . . don’t forget to embody this wonderful feeling . . . express it .
. . play a little . . . .

Dirt First
by Will McQuilkin

In October, I was lucky enough to attend the annual Bioneers
Conference at the Marin Civic Center. The Conference is a gathering of scientific and social innovators who have demonstrated
visionary and practical models for restoring the Earth and its communities. I had a
blast wandering through fairgrounds, visiting booths, crafting seed balls and listening to presentations on a variety of subjects, all pertaining to the planet’s restoration.
But one presentation by Mark Sheppard stood out and has stuck with me. His twohour talk was centered around permaculture farms, agroforestry and the necessity for
a more sustainable approach to farming. Most of what he said applied specifically
to large scale farmers, but some of what he had to share could be applied to small
homestead farms and gardens – most specifically the permaculture approach to fire
and water management.
Sheppard made the point that Northern California is a fire dependent region. When
white folks arrived in the area and encountered the Red Wood forests, the most
recorded fact about the groves was that one could ride a horse under them for miles
on end. The open, meadow like understory of the old growth forests was due to the
fact that grass fires would regularly clear out the clutter by burning away the overgrown space beneath the red barked giants. The fire scars at the bases of the Red
Woods were evidence of this annual clearing. But as people have moved into the area
and suppressed the fires, clutter has been allowed to build up, and the fires we now
experience are operating on an excess of fuel, meaning that they spread faster. Also,
the presence of “fuel ladders,” or midsize brush, allows fire to climb out of an understory and onto the upper limbs of trees.
Sheppard’s solution was to clear away the midsize brush and other such trees. He
called this process “thinning.” It’s the same sort of process gardeners go through
when they plant carrots. If they grow too closely, a gardener must “thin” her carrots
by pulling some in order to give others enough space to grow. The analogy isn’t perfect, but by removing smaller shrubs and trees (in addition to dead brush and grass),
you can significantly reduce fire danger, and your trees will breath a little better with
the extra space.
Furthermore, as the rainy season approaches it will become increasingly important to
manage your water supply in order to maximize its use in your garden. Sheppard and
other permaculturists design their farms around the natural flow of water. The result
See next column

Valley
Environmental
News
by Debra Amerson
My guest is David Haskell, Solar Project Manager at Delta Verde. David is an Eco
Warrior with a long pedigree in renewable energy and he has a solar invitation he
wants to share with San Geronimo Valley residents. It’s all about to making our
community more resilient while making life more affordable. All it takes is working
together.
Debra: Thanks for your time. David, tell us about your background in the solar
industry?
David: I have worked in renewable energy since I graduated from Berkeley many
years ago! I’ve helped install both residential and commercial systems in the San
Geronimo and Ross Valleys, including both Good Earth stores. I also serve on the
Fairfax Climate Action Committee. I like to help folks understand that we can’t just
wait for someone else to do something to slow global warming, we all have to take
action now and it starts at home.
Debra: Why now? What’s changed with solar?
David: Everybody has a part to play in solving global warming. With recent PG&E
price increases and changes in the rate structures, solar is now a viable economic
option for everyone. The key will be working together as a community; that will
make converting to solar simpler, more efficient, and a whole lot cheaper.
Debra: Working together, how so?
David: My Invitation to Participate in a San Geronimo Valley Community Solar
Project includes bulk buying for the San Geronimo valley residents, which can rack
up economies of scale, reducing the cost of the components, from solar panels to
backup batteries to electric vehicle chargers. Group purchasing makes the process
easier to manage too. Collective purchasing results in lower prices for product as well
as installation.
Debra: That sounds like a win-win for SGV residents. Where do we go from here?
David: Communities working together is the new paradigm as we reduce our impact
on the earth and make ourselves safer and more resilient. We’ve come to a point
where choosing to do the right thing for the environment and the right thing for
family and pocketbook have converged into a single action. Collective buying is the
magic. The best way forward would be to call a community meeting so people can
recognize that the price of solar has fallen dramatically. I can answer everyone’s questions and I’m happy to help SGV residents understand the process.
Debra: Thanks David. This is very helpful. I’d be happy to help organize a community meeting in the new year. For more information visit www.deltaverde.com or email
david@deltaverde.com. Happy Holidays everybody!
is that their farms are not blocked out by straight lines, rather, they are overwhelmingly rounded. This technique allows for water to flow from one plot to another,
feeding everything and forgetting nothing. Sheppard talked at length about how
trenching a hillside, that is digging trenches along the length of a hill and planting
behind each trench, can allow for maximum water retention and usefulness. Imagine
a water slide. Once water makes contact with the slide it rolls down and has a limited
contact with the slide. Now imagine a staircase. If you were to pour water down a
staircase it would begin to puddle on each stair and stay in contact with the surface
for quite a while. The goal, in Sheppard’s mind, is to make our farmed and gardened
hillsides more like a staircase than a waterslide.
Finally, Sheppard suggested that California growers should grow, well, what should
grow in California. He made it clear that the most productive way to garden and
farm is to grow what takes the least amount of effort to grow. That means that a
farmer shouldn’t fuss over her broccoli plants (don’t get me wrong, I love broccoli) when broccoli isn’t native to the area. Instead, she should grow Huckleberry,
Coffeeberry, Gooseberries and Currants. She should grow Sugar Pine and Coast Live
Oak. It’s easier said than done, but planting what wants to grow in our soil can be
just as rewarding as growing what we typically think of as garden produce.
Winter is coming, and this is a lot of information to sift through, but with some
luck, elbow grease and a muddy pair of boots, all our homesteads will look a little
batter come spring.
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SGV Healthy Community Collaborative
About the Healthy Community Collaborative
Since 1996 the Community Center has hosted monthly meetings of the San Geronimo Valley Healthy Community Collaborative (HCC). The collaborative gives local organizations
and individuals the opportunity to gather at the Community Center and share information about the work they do on behalf of our Valley community. Each member organization of
the collaborative is invited to submit a short update on recent activities and information on upcoming events that reflect the collaborative community composition of the HCC. Each
member organization is responsible for the content and accuracy of their submission. The HCC meets on the second Wednesday of the month 3:30-5 pm. If you would like to come to
the meetings, send an email to dcort@sgvcc.org

San Geronimo Community Presbyterian Church

San Geronimo Valley Stewards

We invite you to our special Holiday Youth service on December 10 at 11 am, where the
interfaith Valley Sing Team will present “Hands Around the Earth,” an original musical
by Rebecca Jones. A community performance will be held at 2 pm that afternoon (12-10)
also in the church sanctuary.

San Geronimo Valley Stewards worked with homeowners and other interest groups and
responded to the County Parks sudden announcement to buy the golf course and clubhouse, shut operations, and convert the land to open space. Increased fire danger and
invasive shrubs are a big concern. We joined with other Valley residents to propose alternatives that meet community needs and allow time for a normal planning process.

“Candlelight and Carols” CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE is at 5 pm, Sunday, December 24.
A new Youth Group (see the photo above) meets on the first Saturday of each month at
6:30 pm in the Train Station, upstairs. We share of ideas, games, singing and food. Open
to all high schoolers (grades 9-12). RSVP to jake.weller.03@gmail.com so they’ll have
enough food!
All are welcome in worship services, 11 am Sunday; Movie Nights (third Friday); Bible
studies and Prayer Group.
San Geronimo Community Presbyterian Church is at 6001 SF Drake Blvd, corner of Nicasio
Valley Rd. Phone 488-9318.

The Stewards are encouraging Valley residents to email the Board of Supervisors with
their views on this proposed acquisition.
Stewards sent the County comments on the draft supplemental environmental report
regarding human housing impacts on salmon habitat. The County expects further hearings in early 2018.
Winter rains are coming! Clear obstacles out of your drains and gutters. Check and clean
your furnace filters.

St. Cecilias & St. Mary’s
by Rev. Cyril O’Sullivan

Wisdom in our increasingly technocratic world, we often discount what is unseen in
favor of what is seen. Tom Brady was the 199th overall pick in the 6th round of 2000
NFL draft. The Patriots did not want him. Bill Belichick had a gut feeling that Brady had
indispensable qualities that make a champion. Today Tom Brady is considered the greatest
quarterback in NFL history. Gut still matters, that instinct, emotion intuition its voice
telling us – re-think.

San Geronimo Valley Lions
Greetings Stone Soupers from the SGV Lions! We’re your friends and neighbors engaging in deeds of merit and donations to the community year round: Toys & Joys, LEAP,
SGVCC, Valley Emergency Fund and WMSS to name just a few. In addition, our eyeglass donation and direct help to locals in special needs are the bread & butter of our
existence. We meet for dinner on the 4th Thursday of (almost) every month at the Two
Bird Cafe. Lively conversation and timely speakers like Supervisor Rodoni are the basic
fare. Don’t miss our annual crab feed in late January! All the crab you can eat and all
proceeds go to local charities for the coming year. Get up off that duff and start making
a difference for everyone else you share this beautiful valley with! Men and Women of all
ages welcomed and beloved in the process. For more info on becoming a SGV Lion and
acquire the Crab Feed date, check out our website: http://e-clubhouse.org/sites/sgvalley/

San Geronimo Valley Planning Group
Founded 1972

Valley Creeks Water Quality
With $3000 from the Planning Group and a donation of $6000, the PG hired the prestigious Anderson Laboratory at Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory to scientifically
test, study and analyze Valley water quality using PhlyoChip technology that can identify
60,000 types of microbes found in warm blooded animals. The Laboratory analyzed 40
water samples taken over a period of 8 months collected at 13 different sites between
Woodacre and Lagunitas. MMWD personnel collected the samples. The Lab’s final 18
page report has surprising and encouraging results and is available on our web site.
Planning Group Steering Committee Election
The SC was reelected with the addition of Karen Voets of San Geronimo who joins 3 others on the SC who were raised in the Valley.
Coming
Heat Pump presentation
Student Intern Broom Program
Golf Course status
The PG are all volunteer residents who work to implement 2 major goals: Preservation of
the Valley’s natural resources and maintaining our rural character. JOIN US! www.sgvpg.org
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Wilderness Way

by Paul and Jean Berensmeier, Founding Family

WW is back! School administrators asked for, and got, an hour’s special tour of our new
“look.” We feel we got a ”thumbs up” after hearing J. L’s “awesome” remark as they left.
We invited Lagunitas teachers to a lunch we prepared. We enjoyed meeting and talking
with the “newbie’s” and recalled many fun memories of past activities with the “oldie’s”
that expressed a strong desire to again participate in our activities.
Fall means “Salmon Time” for WW activities. Hope for rain so the salmon can navigate
the Inkwells to get back to their Valley birth streams to spawn. Watch for student made
Wishing Poles to call back the salmon and new Salmon Crossing signs on Valley roads.
We will make “Salmon Life Cycle” accordion books, visit spawning sites, touch up the
30’ mural on the WW building, tell salmon stories, write haiku and poetry, track salmon
predators in our restored tracking boxes, make track casts and more . . .

Gan HaLev
Gan HaLev, the Jewish Congregation of the San Geronimo Valley was recently the host
for the annual Interfaith Thanksgiving gathering. The theme for this year was Gratitude
for the San Geronimo Valley, and each of our valley faith based organizations participated
in song and celebration of the Valley!
Gan HaLev programs take place mainly in the San Geronimo Valley and Fairfax.
Members and program participants come from all over Marin County. We are unaffiliated
and consider ourselves to be post-denominational — our members come from diverse
religious backgrounds and parts of the world. We are an inclusive, inviting community
participating and experiencing Jewish life. We welcome you to join us for any of our
events. Some are lay-led and sometimes we hire rabbis or other leaders for specific events
including Shabbats, High Holidays, Interfaith discussions, and other Jewish holidays. We
invite you to join us in helping to create Jewish experiences meaningful to you and the
community.
For more information about Gan HaLev, please email shalom@ganhalev.org or call
415.488.4524.

San Geronimo Valley Affordable Housing Assoc.
Our Affordable Housing Fair in September was a great success offering important information for home owners and renters. Community Land Trust of West Marin (CLAM),
our sister organization offers information and support in creating affordable Auxiliary
Dwelling Units through its Real Community Rentals program. For more information
visit our website http://www.sgvaha.org/real-community-rentals/.
The Forest Knolls Trailer Park rehab work is nearing completion with a new septic system,
new electrical and water systems, new fencing and paved roads. A new affordable 1-bedroom home on the site has been rented. A new tenant has moved in to a recently vacated
rental unit in one of our senior housing buildings on Sage Lane.

Calendar (https://seaturtles.org/take-action/event-calendar/) or email us to find out details
about where we will be working and how you can get involved.
•
•

Coho Salmon Habitat: preston@tirn.net
Native Plant Nursery: audrey@tirn.net

Creekwalks with SPAWN Naturalists
Each winter we follow the endangered coho salmon as they return upstream. We hold
creekwalks December through January. Book a spot today! https://seaturtles.org/events/
creekwalks/ For questions contact Catie Clune at catie@tirn.net.

SGVAHA’s vision is to sustain a culturally diverse and vibrant San Geronimo Valley community that retains its unique rural and natural qualities while offering housing opportunities for people of all income levels and walks of life. One house at a time. We appreciate
your support.

San Geronimo Valley Emergency Fund
The San Geronimo Valley Emergency Fund has been serving our community since 2000.
We are dedicated to providing financial help to qualifying applicants who are experiencing
hardship due to unforeseen circumstances. Our board decides awards on a case by case
basis. We serve the four villages of the San Geronimo Valley.
Over the years we have averaged a total of $12,000 per year in grants to the needy residents of our community. We would like to give thanks to our many generous donors
without whose help we could not help the people who need it. Also, a big thank you to
all who came to our annual fundraiser “Jazz on the Lawn”. Specially the wonderful musicians—Tina Marzell, Alex Markels, Jack Pendergast and Jimmy Hobson who made our
afternoon memorable with their contribution. We are looking forward to seeing everyone
at our treat table during the Holiday Fair!

West Marin Senior Services
HERE COMES THE “A TEAM” ~ THE RN/OT “A TEAM”!
“I just thank heaven for them,” cheered a Lagunitas resident, “They created an understandable and legible schedule for my diabetes injections. I couldn’t have done that.”
West Marin Senior Services continues its robust collaboration with the San Geronimo
Valley Community Center and Dominican University, placing fourteen student nurses
and occupational therapists busy fulfilling community health degree requirements with
weekly home visits to local older adults.
“Their enthusiasm is so gosh darn motivating! I want to be ready when they come!”
exclaimed one Woodacre senior who has welcomed fourth-year Dominican University
nursing and occupational therapist students for the past three semesters in his remote,
hilltop home.
Students learn the connection between community service, their academic coursework,
and their roles as involved, kindhearted citizens. Hooray for the “A Team”!

Our native plant nursery was started by a group of dedicated volunteers, pioneered by Mel Wright, Bill Teufel, and Nancy Hanson
(pictured left to right).

Marin County Parks
by Marin County Parks

Three-Year Bat Study Begins
Sit quietly at dusk near a creek, stream or pond, tune in to the falling
darkness, and you may see the evening come alive–with bats! These shy,
intelligent, flying mammals are an important part of a healthy ecosystem.
And because they feast on insects, like mosquitos, that bother humans,
bats provide beneficial, natural pest control.
This summer, local researchers began studying 13 bat species believed
to be native in Marin. The bat research project was organized by U.S.
Geological Survey and One Tam, which includes Marin County Parks. It
will take three years, and roll out in three phases. In phase one, scientists
recorded bat calls. Each bat species uses unique sounds, outside the range of human
hearing, to navigate and hunt insects. During phase two, currently taking place, scientists
physically examine bats. After catching bats in soft “mist-nets” they record individual
measurements such as weight and length. They also look for signs of disease, before
releasing each bat back into the sky. White-nose syndrome, a deadly fungus not yet
detected in California, has killed millions of bats in the northeast.
In San Geronimo Valley, scientists conducted research at French Ranch, Gary Giacomini
and Roy’s Redwoods Preserves. Ten different species were initially identified in this
area, including the tiny Little Brown Bat, the wider-winged Hoary bat, and the Pallid
bat, which has a pig-like nose. Gary Giacomini Preserve appears to have a diverse bat
population with perhaps as many as ten different species.
After the mist-netting phase wraps up in winter 2018, scientists will begin phase three,
tracking some bats with radio transmitters. Once they have collected three years of data,
scientists can begin to issue some findings. The goal is to use this information to support
long-term sustainability of bat populations in Marin and across the continent.

Salmon Protection and Watershed Network
(SPAWN)
The Salmon Protection and Watershed Network (SPAWN), an initiative of Turtle Island
Restoration Network, was built by volunteers who return week after week to help restore
the San Geronimo Valley watershed. We truly value our volunteers and hope you will
want to become a part of our growing community.
Upcoming opportunities:
Restore Redwood Forests and Coho Salmon Habitat
Join us in the field or in our native plant nursery to grow, tend to and care for native
plants used to restore salmon habitat in the Lagunitas Watershed! Visit our Event

Photo by Paul Myers/Parks Conservancy
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Movie Muse
by Peter Oppenheimer
Radiance is a concept that usually evokes visual splendor. An appearance so brilliant that it’s as if some inner spirit or invisible force bursts
forth and makes itself known (e.g. a radiant smile or a radiant sunset).
But there is a different kind of radiance at the heart of the lyrical and
surprising new Japanese film, Radiance.
Radiance, features Misako, a young woman who makes her living as a cinematic audio interpreter for the visually impaired, who can then sit with a film and listen to the audio portion
augmented by her spare/concise descriptions of the visuals. She scripts her own visual interpretations and then tries them out on her supervisor and an editorial panel consisting of sighted,
partially-sighted and unsighted individuals, who listen and critique her writing and performance.
Her descriptions, though spare, are poetic and melodic. She takes the challenge more as craft
and art than job or formality. She sometimes sees deeply into aspects of the visuals that we
sighted may ignore or diminish. And she has to find the fine line between not neglecting any
significant visual elements and not stepping on the existing dialogue and soundtrack of the
film. Where she picks her spots bespeaks a gentle, deferential, humility, which I gather is a
common character trait in Japanese culture.
The story itself unfolds as Misako
befriends a man on her panel, Mr.
Nakamori, a once-famous photographer
who is progressively losing his sight. In
an early scene Mr. Nakamori criticizes
her script as being intrusive and not
giving the unsighted space to imagine.
Misako learns and incorporates that the
visually impaired often have exceptional
visual imagination.
In another scene, Misako is summoned
across town by her mother who has
Alzheimer’s. Not surprisingly when she
arrives, her mother can’t remember why
she asked Misako to come. Instead her mother cheerily reports, “I’ve discovered how when
I close my eyes, I can hear better.” Another lesson of something gained through the loss of
something else.
The film is poignantly written and masterfully directed by Naomi Kawase (“Still the Water,”
“Red Bean,” and “The Mourning Forest”), known as the contemporary cinematic poet of
Japan. I loved Kawase’s three films mentioned above, which along with Radiance have elevated
her to one of my top two favorite international cinema writer/directors (the other being Asghar
Farhadi from Iran). All her films embody echoes of Japanese haiku poetry as well as a zen-like
sensibility.

Radiance has a very autumnal feeling. It’s a
lot about loss, letting go and the unanticipated benefits that come as a consequence
of loss and letting go. As the destination is
sure, all that remains for us is to craft the
journey. The relationship between Misako
and Mr. Nakamori and the impact they
have on each other is at the heart of this
tale. At one point when Misako asks Mr.
Nakamori what, if anything, he can see
at that moment, Mr. Nakamori replies, “I
can see the creaking of your heart.”
Mr. Nakamori has such an attachment to
his camera, which is his tie to his former
identity as a sighted person, that he continues to carry it with him everywhere, though it is no
longer of use. The nuanced performances make it most natural for us to empathize with these
characters, and we can hardly help but feel what it might be like for us to lose our sight and/or
other faculties. In him we see a mirror of how tenaciously we hold onto some things, how we
often have to let go, and what it is we might gain through that. One of my take-aways from
this achingly lovely film is that when sight is lost, what remains is the radiance of our inner
self.
One of the drawbacks of this Movie Muse series, now stretching back over 20 years, is that the
mostly new, independent, international and film festival gems which I review are usually not
available for viewing at the time of publication. Most get a limited, if any, theatrical release,
and usually it is only months later that a DVD version or online streaming options become
available. That is why, as a rule, I recommend if you find a film you want to see in this column, you note it down on a calendar 6 months in the future, by which time it will likely have
become available. Recently I discovered that one such gem, Dreams of Elibidi (Tanzania), my
favorite film of the 2011 International Film Festival of Kerala, is now readily available.
Some of what I wrote at the time was:
This year my favorite of the 22 films I saw was The Dreams of Elibidi a playful yet poignant
drama which at the same time serves as a potentially life-saving and face-saving educational
piece about AIDS. Originally written as a stage play, The Dreams of Elibidi was performed live
before a total of two million people in Kenya, mostly in makeshift open-air amphitheaters on
the outskirts of various slums. As part of the decision to make a film of the play, the filmmakers came up with an ingenious structure whereby the traditional film narrative was interspersed
with both scenes from the staged version as well as frequent, intimate and moving reactions
from the stage play’s audiences, effectively tripling the pleasure of viewing the film …. The
Dreams of Elibidi proves the potential of good cinema to enliven, educate, entertain and ennoble, leading us to connect both with our own humanity and with that same humanity beating
at the heart of people who by birth and life-experience are far removed from us …. [This film]
shows a parallel world filled with hope, love and delight in the midst of a world of fear, ignorance, oppression and enmity.
You can stream it now for free on YouTube.

Reflections
by Suzanne Sadowsky
Life Choices
Each year about this time I do a lot of thinking and reflecting about
my life. Lot’s of holidays, family birthdays and the beginning of a new
calendar year. As I get older more of my thoughts have to do with preparing for the time when
I won’t be around. Is my house in order? Are my important papers easily accessible? Recently,
I visited Fernwood Cemetery in Mill Valley to see what “green burials” are all about. It’s a
beautiful place, no manicured lawns or headstones – just lovely walkways and rolling hills with
native trees and shrubs and small boulders marking some of the gravesites. The mortuary is
an amazingly beautiful building, simple contemporary design, and furnishings that are tasteful
and elegant. There is gathering space with a window wall that overlooks a lovely landscaped
garden with a waterfall. It is a place that I think might be comforting to the people who care
to come to remember me. But enough about the end of life! What I really want to write about
is living! I’m in good health and I expect and hope to be around for a while.
My recent reflections about my life came about because of a couple of things. First, I am part
of the Growing Old Gracefully group that meets here at the Community Center for an hour
and a half on Wednesday mornings. We are a group of about ten elders. While “elders” is a
hard concept for many of us to come to terms with, that’s what we are, folks over 60, most in
their 70s. Some like me, older. It is a gathering of a small group of peers facilitated by local
Valley folks, Sarah Brewster and Carl Miller. We have lately begun taking turns telling the
group the story of our lives. What was it like growing up? What happened when we became
adults? What about our careers? Our love affairs? Our marriages? Our divorces? We take turns
spinning our stories, our personal narratives about who we are, what we want others to know
about us. Of course, in just half an hour there is only just so much that you can fit it or wish
to share. But as a result, we get to understand more about one another and more about ourselves. Who are we? What is our essential essence? How have our experiences shaped the person that we have become? How do our memories influence our perceptions about who we are
now, our beliefs and our emotions and the lens through which we view the world?
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This past October I was celebrated as the honoree of the Community Center’s annual Heart
of the Valley GALA. What a glorious event -- a fabulous party to support our Valley and our
Community Center! And although I was the designated honoree this year, the annual event is
really to honor the Center and all of the people who work there and support the Center – the
staff, the Board, the volunteers and the donors. We have all of us created and continue to sustain this amazing organization to support our extraordinary community in a myriad of ways.
I had a chance to say a few words of thanks at the GALA and it gave me pause to think about
my life. Who I am and what I have learned in my 82 years on this planet?. Do people see me
the same way as I see myself?
Growing up, I never was very outspoken. I didn’t raise my hand in class and I didn’t join clubs
or groups. As it turns out, I’ve become a very public person, but I didn’t start out that way.
Some people seem to know early on what they want to do when they grow up. I was not one
of those kids. I didn’t choose a particular career. I’ve had several jobs and job titles in my life
and I’ve served on quite a lot of nonprofit Boards. As I think back, all of my jobs have had
one thing in common -- Public Service. I have spent my work life creating, funding, staffing,
leading and managing a host of different nonprofit and public organizations and agencies. If
someone were to ask me to give a name to my profession, I thought about it and decided that
I would say that I am a Nonprofit Entrepreneur. It is a worthy career path -- much needed in
today’s world -- and one that I would encourage young people who have a passion for social
justice and tikkun olam to pursue. It doesn’t pay much – enough to get by on -- but the
rewards are beyond measure.
I ended my remarks at the GALA with the following words that had been recently posted by
my Facebook friend, Rev.Sara Vurek. They come from the Talmud:
Do not be daunted by the enormity of the world’s grief.
Do justly, now. Love mercy, now.Walk humbly, now.
You are not obligated to complete the work, but neither are you free to abandon it.

Milestones
Lagunitas resident, Bella Petroccitto, was a valedictorian at Drake High School last spring
and honored at the Drake graduation. Bella attended Lagunitas School and is now in her
freshman year at the University of California Berkeley.
Grace Rogers was a semi-finalist in the 2017 William Faulkner - William Wisdom
Creative Writing Competition in the category of “Novel-in-Progress” for her book about
the late Pete Marden. The novel is titled, “Pete: A Life with Neurofibromatosis.” Pete
Marden lived in the San Geronimo Valley for his entire adult life and was very active at
the San Geronimo Valley Community Presbyterian Church as well as numerous other
Valley organizations.

Congratulations and a huge round of applause to the Committee that spearheaded the
writing of the San Geronimo Community Guide that was sent to every resident of the
San Geronimo Valley and Nicasio in October. The feedback from the community members has been amazing. The Committee was honored at the Community Center’s Gala
in October. Committee members include. Barbara Brauer, editor, Anne McClain, photo
editor, David Russ, layout and graphics, Jean Berensmeier, Don Holmlund, Suzanne
Sadowsky, Margo Schmidt, and Diana Rocha.

With Respect
(Editor’s note: We lost some very special residents of our community recently. Space limitations
did not allow us room to run the full obituaries. Please see the Marin IJ for the full obituaries.)
Thelma Anne Simpson Dickson passed away on the morning of October 27, 2017. Thelma
Dickson was 98 years old when she passed in her own bed in Woodacre. Her children are very
grateful they were able to give her that gift by caring for her during her final years. Thelma was
born in Arcata, CA, to Anna Smith Simpson and Harold Simpson. She had two brothers, Bill
and Bob Simpson. In grammar school, she lived on San Francisco Blvd. in San Anselmo. Later,
the family moved to Woodacre where she and her brothers made friends with the Dickson
family. Thelma married Mel “Bill” Dickson in 1941 and they were married for 43 years until
he passed in 1984. She lived the rest of her life on Dickson Ranch. Thelma loved music, and
she passed that love on to all of her children. For 47 years, Thelma hosted musical events in
her home on the first Sunday of every month. People came from all over to sing, play and
listen to music ranging from Jazz to Classical. Thelma took Opera lessons for many years, and
when she was 40, she tried out for the San Francisco Opera Chorus. She was also a member of
the Marin Music Chest, and she started a music program called the Music Savers at Lagunitas
School. She sang in the church choir in San Geronimo for all of her adult life. She was a
founding member of Valley Toys & Joys, a wish program that takes care of children during the
holidays in the San Geronimo and Nicasio Valleys.
She is survived by her children, Mel Dickson Jr., Grace Dickson Tolson (Chuck), Dan
Dickson (Norine), Walt Dickson (Miriah Fox), Grandchildren, Dawn Ellen Hellard, Danielle
Dickson, Barbara Hernandez, Chalmer Tolson and David Tolson. Great Grandchildren, Jenna
Rose Oberfelder, Leah Jane Oberfelder, Mario Hernandez, Gracie Hernandez, Jon, Michael
and Matty Morales, and Nicole Tolson. Also foster children Bonnie Leslie and Chris Smith.
Thelma left a legacy of music, dance, art, flowers, and joy. Her family is deeply grateful for
that.
A celebration of Thelma’s life will be held on December 2nd from 2-6pm in the indoor arena
at the Dickson Ranch. 182 San Geronimo Valley Dr, Woodacre CA 94973. Call 415-4880454 for info and RSVP. If you’d like to make donations in Thelma’s name, you may send tax
deductible donations to Valley Toys and Joys PO Box 496 Woodacre, CA 94973.
Frances Van Midde passed away on August 11, 2017 at Marin General Hospital in Kentfield.
Born in Philadelphia, PA on April 29, 1929 to William and Ruth Carver, Frances was a lifelong community volunteer who had a passion for comforting people with food. She was a
lover of animals, poetry and photography. Fran was instrumental in starting the weekly senior
lunches at the Woodacre Improvement Club. She is survived by her children, Renee, Ted III,
Pat, and Mark, seven grandchildren and six great grandchildren.
Mary LaFranchi passed away peacefully surrounded by her family and caregivers on August
12, 2017. She was predeceased by her beloved husband of 53 years, Will Lafranchi. She was
the loving mother to her six children, Randy, Rick (Debby), Jan Reilly (Kevin), Scott (Karen),
Diane Deterding (Pete), Kim Suida (Joe), 12 grandchildren and 12 great grandchildren. She
is also survived by her best friend of over 68 years, Grace Farley. She was born Mary Elizabeth
Hall on October 7, 1929 to George and Bessie Hall, the youngest of four children. She grew
up on the family farm and graduated from Petaluma High School in 1947. She met her
husband, Will, while dancing at the Cotati dances. They settled on the Lafranchi Ranch in
Nicasio, where she lived for the rest of her life. Mary was an active member of the Nicasio
community, volunteering for the mother’s club, 4-H, Ladies Auxiliary, Nicasio Historical
Society and St. Mary’s Church. Always the generous hostess, Mary was never happier than
when she was entertaining a houseful of people. She loved gardening, baking, holidays, helping others and attending her children’s and grandchildren’s sporting events and performances.
In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to the St. Mary’s Preservation Fund, P.O. Box 501,
Nicasio, CA 94946, in memory of Mary E. Lafranchi.
Steven Harvey Fink died peacefully in his sleep at home in Lagunitas, the early morning of
August 17th at the age of 71. Shortly before undergoing knee surgery, he told his brother Jesse
not to worry about him. “Whatever happens, I’m good,” he said. “ I’ve had a great ride!”

Born and raised in Brooklyn, NY to Jack and Rose Fink, Steve carried his “Brooklyn Bravado”
with him throughout his lifetime. In his 20’s, seeking adventure, he left for India and journeyed there for four years. He returned home an enlightened, peace loving soul man.
1975 took him to San Francisco, where he reconnected with his childhood pal Mike Sachar.
Together they created Double Rainbow Gourmet Ice Cream and built a remarkable business
that earned sweet success. In the 80’s, he left the city to settle under the great redwoods of
western Marin, the place he loved most. There he married and raised his family.
Steve loved pilates and good movies. He loved talking on the telephone, always upbeat and
optimistic. He dispensed advice, told stories and spouted fantastic “Steve-isms.” His weekly
highlight was Friday lunch with his buddies. At home he created stone totems and took up
painting. Using metallic paints and glitter, he created beautiful sculptures and placed them all
around his majestic property.
“List to a tale of Love in Acadie, home of the happy”
									H.W. Longfellow
Steve is survived by his brothers, Richard Fink, Jesse Fink (Roberta) and Sister, Chana
Finkelstein. His children, Avelina Rah (Tariq). Ram Paul Silbey (Kristi) and Luke Silbey.
His grandchildren, Aliyah and Safiya, Mason and Elliana. As well as his nieces and nephews,
Matisse Enzer, Maia Enzer, Max Fink and AnnieRose Fink.
Robert Glasner of Forest Knolls passed away in July at 93 years old. I can’t name everybody
who helped support me in this journey, but in order to help an elderly beloved man transition
out of this life, it really does take a village. Robert and his two brothers were dropped off at
an orphanage run by Jewish Family Services in San Francisco, when he was about 6 years old,
give or take a year. At 18 years old, he joined the Navy during the final 2 years of World War
II, where he was with the Construction Battalion. After the war, he married his wife, who had
a little girl named Gail, and after a period of time fathered 7 children. He raised all 8 children
in a manner that he most likely learned in the orphanage. He was a Landscape Gardener,
and carried out the plans of famed landscape architect Thomas Church - building and planting amazing outdoor gardens throughout San Francisco and Marin County. Robert was well
known to the residents of Arroyo, Baranca, Alamo and further up will remember him as the
curmudgeonly elderly man who walked to the Forest Knolls Post Office every day, almost
without exception unless the weather was really bad.
He once said “I’d rather be the poorest man in Marin, than the richest man anywhere else”.
Well, he got his wish! But he was not poor, because he was rich in Spirit. He personified “Be
Here Now”, he lived it, he practiced this mindfulness in every way. Our hearts go out to his
daughter and son in law Debby and Jim
As we were going to press we learned that David Freitas passed away while vacationing in
Italy. David was a renowned attorney and 5th generation Marinite. David’s daughters Diane,
Nancy, and Megan grew up in the San Geronimo Valley and attended the Lagunitas School.
The entire family remains connected to the Valley and the Freitas Foundation has been very
supportive of the Community Center and the Community Gym. Our hearts go out to David’s
wife Patty Garbarino and the entire Freitas Family.
Peter Strindberg 1937-2017 San Geronimo painter, sculptor, builder, golfer and raconteur:
Born on Long Island, New York, he served in the navy and later worked as a seaman on
freighters traveling to India, Japan and South Africa. He worked in Marin as a general contractor for 50 years—which included building the San Geronimo Golf Course Clubhouse. Peter
was a member in good standing of the ‘Bagel Boys”, an informal get-together of senior artists.
He exhibited in the Center’s annual Spring Art Show and other shows. Peter is survived by his
wife Nancy, sons Nils and Rorik and his brother Willard.

Other community members who recently passed away are: Gael Hunt, Patricia KrieglerDols, and Peter Kahn in our spring issue of Stone Soup we will acknowledge them.

Steve emanated a magical sparkle. He was smart, creative and boundless, a whirling force of
energy and unforgettable to anyone he encountered. His generosity and kindness were the cornerstones of his being. If you were a friend of Steve’s, you were his friend till the end.
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Coming soon!
The San Geronimo Valley Community
Center and the Dance Palace
Presents
The West Marin Film Festival
January 26-28, 2018
Featuring films made by
West Marin filmmakers
More information at: www.sgvcc.org
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Community
Calendar

Community Center Staff Directory
and Phone Extensions

December

Sat
2
Noon–5:30 pm		
Holiday Arts Faire
Sat
9
8:30 am		Dads and Kids Pancake Breakfast–
					
Hotcakes and Hoops
Sun 10
2 am		Valley Sing Team “Hands around the Earth
Sun 10
2 pm		St. Mary’s Christmas Concert
Mon 11
6:00 pm		Artist Movie Night
Sat
16
7 pm		McQuilkin Family Music Hour XIV
Sun 17
2:00 pm		Off The Wall Freewrite
Tue 19
2–5 pm		Toys & Joys Distribution
Wed 20
2–5 pm		Toys & Joys Distribution
Thur 21
2–5 pm		Holiday Food Distribution
Sun 24
5 pm		Candlelight and Carols

Comm Center
LOFT
Presby Church
St. Mary’s
Comm Center
Lag School
Comm Center
Comm Center
Comm Center
Comm Center
Presby Church

January
Sat
Fri
Sun
Sun
Fri
Sat
Sat
Sun

6
8:30 am		Dads and Kids Pancake Breakfast
12
7 pm		Cornelius Boots
14
4–7 pm		Art Opening: Senior Lunch Group Art Show
21
2–4 pm		Off the Wall Freewrite
26				West Marin Film Festival
27				West Marin Film Festival
27
5 pm		Lions Crab Feed
28				West Marin Film Festival

LOFT
Comm Center
Comm Center
Comm Center
Comm Center
Comm Center
WIC
Comm Center

February
Sat
Sun
Sun

3
11
18

8:30 am		Dads and Kids Pancake Breakfast
LOFT
4–7 pm		Art Opening: Vicki Chase/Gabriele Schwibach Comm Center
2–4 pm		Off The Wall Freewrite
Comm Center

March
Sat
Sat
Sun

3
17
18

8:30 am		Dads and Kids Pancake Breakfast
5 pm		Annual Youth Talent Show
2–4 pm		Off The Wall Freewrite

LOFT
Lag MP Room
Comm Center

April
Sat
Sun
Fri

7
15
20

8:30 am		Dads and Kids Pancake Breakfast
2–4 pm		Off The Wall Freewrite
6:30 pm		Dirty Cello

LOFT
Comm Center
Comm Center

Dave Cort, Executive Director . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .415-488-8888 ext 224
dcort@sgvcc.org
Nicole Ramirez, Director of Human Services and Youth Programs
nramirez@sgvcc.org. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  415-488-8888 ext 254
Jack Sayers, Director of Operations. . . . . . . . . . . .  415-488-8888 ext 251
jsayers@sgvcc.org
Rebecca Teague, Development Coordinator. . . . . . 415-488-8888 ext 253
rteague@sgvcc.org
Larry Rippee, Visual Arts Coordinator/Events. . . .  415-488-8888 ext 252
lrippee@sgvcc.org
Julie Young, Childcare Coordinator. . . . . . . . . . . . 415-488-4118 ext. 309
jyoung@sgvcc.org
Poko Giacomini, Human Services and Facilities Coordinator.
pgiacomini@sgvcc.org . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .415-488-8888 ext 250
Howie Cort, Gym/LOFT Coordinator . . . . . . . . . 415-488-4118 ext. 219
hcort@sgvcc.org
Buck Chavez, Family Advocate - Gym/LOFT. . . . 415-488-4118 ext. 218
gym@sgvcc.org
Amber Smith-Dulin, Family Advocate - Gym/LOFT
asmith-dulin@sgvcc.org. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 415-488-4118 ext. 218
Will Hubert, School Linked Coordinator . . . . . . . . 415-488-4118 ext 219
whubert@sgvcc.org
Robin Hendrickson-Nelson, VAST Coordinator. 415-488-4118 ext. 506
vast@sgvcc.org
Zoila Berardi, Family Advocate - Gym/LOFT. . . . .415-488-4118 ext, 309
Sophie Davidson, Family Advocate - Gym/LOFT. . 415-488-4118 ext, 309
Alyssa Gleason, Family Advocate - Gym/LOFT . . . 415-488-4118 ext, 309
Lhasa Yudice, Family Advocate - Gym/LOFT . . . . .415-488-4118 ext, 309
The LOFT . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 415-488-4118 ext. 218
Gym Office . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 415-488-4118 ext. 219
“Zoila’s” Childcare Center . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 415-488-4118 ext. 309

Regular Meetings and Events
Community Center Board mtg.
2nd Thursday
Artists’ Receptions
2nd Sunday
4-H Meeting
1st Monday
Healthy Comm. Collaborative
2nd Wednesday
Lag. Ed. Foundation (LEAP) mtg.
Last Thursday
Lions Club Dinner
4th Thursday
SGV Al-Anon Family Group
Thursdays
SGV Planning Group
2nd Monday
School Board mtg.
3rd Thursday
Senior Lunch
Every Monday
Senior Lunch
Every Thursday
Serenity Knolls After Care mtg.
Every Tuesday
WIC Board Meeting
3rd Tuesday
Rainbow Playgroup
Every Tuesday
Rainbow Playgroup
Every Thursday
VERG (Valley Emer. Response Group)3rd Thursday
Woodacare Garden Club
3rd Saturday

6:00 pm
4:00 pm
6:30 pm
3:30 pm
7:00 pm
7–9 pm
7–8 pm
7:30 pm
6:00 pm
Noon
Noon
7:00 pm
7:00 pm
10–noon
10–noon
7 pm
9:30 am

Comm Center
Comm Center
Lag. School
Comm Center
Lag. School
Two Bird Cafe
Presby. Church
WW Env. Ctr.
Lag. School
Comm Center
Comm Center
Comm Center
WIC
Room 9
Room 9
WW Env. Ctr.
Oval Park

Community Center Offices closed December 25th–January 2nd

Adult
Classes
at the
Center

DAY
Mondays
Mondays
Tuesdays
Tuesdays
Tuesdays
Wednesdays
Wednesdays
Wednesdays
Wednesdays
Wednesdays
Wednesdays
Thursdays
Thursdays
Fridays
Fridays
Fridays
Fridays
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CLASS
Core and Strengthening Fitness
Exercise for Altacockers
Corematics
Exercise for Altacockers
T’ai Chi Long Form
Core and Strengthening Fitness
Yuan Gong
T’ai Chi Short Form
Exercise for Altacockers
Korean Karate
Yoga Level 1-3
Corematics
Handwork Group
Core and Strengthening Fitness
T’ai Chi Long Form
T’ai Chi Short Form
Meade’s Watercolor Basics

TIME
8:45–10:00 am
10:45–11:45 am
7:30–8:30 am
8:45–9:45 am
10:00–11 am
8:45–10:00 am
9:00–10:00 am
11:30–12:30 pm
10:45–11:45 am
4:30–5:30 pm
7:00-8:30 pm
7:30–8:30 am
1:30 pm
8:45–10:00 am
9:00–10:00 am
10:00–11:00 pm
10:10 am–1:00 pm

TEACHER
CONTACT START DATE
Susan Chavez
		 Ongoing
Carole Alter			
Ongoing
Susan Chavez			
Ongoing
Carole Alter			
Ongoing
Vicki Chase
488-4213
Ongoing
Susan Chavez
		 Ongoing
Amy Matthaei
342-3579
Ongoing
Kenn Chase
488-4213
Ongoing
Carole Alter			
Ongoing
Ramon Pruitt			
Ongoing
Patty Brockley			
Ongoing
Susan Chavez			
Ongoing
Victoria Saxe			
Ongoing
Susan Chavez
		 Ongoing
Kenn/Vicki Chase
488-4213
Ongoing
Kenn Chase
488-4213
Ongoing
Marty Meade
488-4210
Ongoing

