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Holiday Arts Faire

Golden Anniversary

Our 50th Year!

by Dave Cort

By Molly Rea
It’s once again time for our Wonderful Holiday Faire at the Fabulous San Geronimo Valley
Community Center!
As we celebrate our 50th Annual Holiday Arts Faire at the San Geronimo Valley
Community Center, we have joined with the Fairfax Craft Faire, Dance Palace Artisan
Craft & Holiday Market, Bolinas Winter Faire, Muir Beach Holiday Arts Fair and Marin
Center’s Holiday Boutique in making a Holiday “treasure map” of our fairs, all on the
same weekend (almost)! (see page 19)
We will have familiar, and new, crafts people vending their wares. Beautiful items for sale
which might just make that perfect gift for someone special in your life. While you are
perusing the Arts Faire check out the entertainment in the Valley Room. Music with Dani
from 12:30 to 1:15, bring the kids on over for some fun kid friendly music after their visit
to Santa (1:15 to 2pm). 1:30 will be the reading of Dylan Thomas’ “A Child’s Christmas
in Wales” and then at 2:45 our own Terry Shea and the Laguntias School Band will be performing. And we have the fabulous Tim Cain from 4 to 5pm. The traditional wreath making event will be going strong, as well as all the yummy foods available to eat from the San
Geronimo Valley Community Center and Zolia’s Sweets.

Wreath making at the Center

Continued on page 10
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I headed to the Community Center and it was filled with artists and art lovers who were
viewing the wonderful “Where We Call Home” art show that was curated by Woodacre
resident and artist Anne Faught. The 50+ art pieces were amazing landscapes from our
Valley. Also at the Community Center residents were viewing Tom and Amy Valen’s
documentary film about the Community Center titled “Embracing Community”. Peter
Oppenheimer put together an awesome slide show titled “Valley Faces and Places”. I was
overwhelmed by all of the people who had showed up to see the art and how much they
were enjoying themselves. I ran into people who I had not seen in years.
When I returned to the Lagunitas Playground and field all of the events were in full swing.
Howie’s Persuasion and the Valley “Blues Brothers” were rocking out as Valley Games participants were running the obstacle course and competing in Hacky Sack and Corn Hole.
I did get to represent my home village the Lagunitas Lightning in a Corn Hole match but
lost a tough game to a Forest Knolls Trolls team. The event had taken a life of its own and
I was so psyched that I was able to participate. I walked over to the School Multipurpose
Room and the judges were tasting all of the amazing desserts that were entered into the
contest. I was able to sneak a few tastes. On my way to the Community Gym I checked
out the awesome mural that was put together by the Next Gen group. It was a participatory mural with so many people adding to it. The Gym was active with ping pong, pickle
ball and chess matches.

It’s sure to be a fun-filled family event!
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As I prepared to write this recap about the Community Center’s Golden Anniversary celebration, I looked at the photos that I took on October 5th and photos that other people
shared with me. WOW! Viewing the photos reminded of what a fantastic, fun, and inclusive day we had. The day got off to a great start with the community walk and bicycle
rides at 10 am. The large group who showed up in the morning was enthusiastic to get the
celebration started. Participants received their Valley Games shirts and headed out for their
activities on the beautiful day. As we approached noon more Valley Games participants
showed up and Jasper Thelin our commissioner got the games rolling with the opening
ceremonies. Food trucks opened up, the Oliver John band got the music rolling, the Kid
Zone opened, and our Valley chefs brought their amazing desserts for the baking contest. The Lagunitas playground, field, and the Community Gym were filled with Golden
Anniversary celebrants of all ages.
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I was thrilled that so many former Community Center Board members including a number
of our founding Board members attended the event and participated in our honoring ceremony and a photo by Art Rogers which was published in the Point Reyes Light. Jasper Thelin
announced the Valley Games winners and handed out medals. See Jasper’s recap on page 17.
Congratulations to the Woodacre Wild Turkeys for their narrow win over Forest Knolls and the
San Geronimo Running Salmon. Great showing for San Geronimo this year.
Continued on page 2
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Rolling Stones
by Dave Cort, Executive Director
I am thrilled to share with our community that mine
and Howie’s first grandchild was born on October 12,
2019. Logan Daley Cort is a beautiful, healthy boy,
who is the son of my son Daley and his wife Jane who
are living here in the Valley. Logan had a quite remarkable first few weeks of living here in our community.
On the first night that he came home from Kaiser in
San Francisco there was one of the larger earthquakes
that we have experienced in a number of years and
less than two weeks later, Logan along with the rest of
Marin lived through a four day power outage and our now annual worries about fires
in our community and in Northern California. My heart is so full for Logan and his
mom and dad that he is now in our lives.

Golden Anniversary continued from page 1

Our beloved Valley based band San Geronimo finished off the day with a rocking set
of music. So many people were dancing and grooving to their wonderful tunes. In my
almost thirty years at the Community Center, I have been involved in hundreds of
events and I have to say this Golden Anniversary event was as good as it gets. We had
an amazing team of staff, board members, and volunteers who came together for this
celebration. I send my deep appreciations to everyone who participated. This was another clear reminder of what a joyous community that we live in.

Logan was born one week after the Community Center’s Golden Anniversary event
where over 500 people came together on a beautiful Saturday to celebrate fifty years
of this wonderful organization where I have had the honor of being the Executive
Director for almost thirty years. Our Board of Directors, our staff members, and an
amazing group of volunteers came together to seamlessly put this event together. We
deeply appreciate the financial support of the County of Marin along with numerous
businesses, individuals, and families who provided financial support so we could make
this a free event for the community. Throughout this issue of Stone Soup you will see
pictures and a recap of the event including the post Valley Games write up by Jasper
Thelin. On page 17 there is a list of sponsors for the event.
With the power outages that overwhelmed our Valley and millions of residents in
Northern California at around 5 pm on October 26th, the Community Center closed
all regularly scheduled programs for five days as we had no power in all of our facilities.
Licensed Childcare, Tutoring, Senior Lunch, Senior Activities, Rental classes/workshops
and Arts events were all cancelled. From Sunday, October 27th to Wednesday, October
30th the Community Center staff and volunteers seamlessly switched into disaster
mode and we opened our doors to those who were in need of food, a warm place to
gather, and as a charging station in partnership with the Valley Emergency Readiness
Group (VERG) who provided a generator for the charging station. We also opened the
Community Gym for children and families.
Like the rest of the Valley, the Community Center had no Wi-Fi and phone service.
Fortunately, cell phones worked but at times were spotty. We had an ICOM Radio
for the San Geronimo Valley Community Center to communicate with the West
Marin Disaster Council, Marin Interagency Disaster Committee (MIDC) and VERG’s
Disaster coordinators. We clearly experienced that when residents lost power and run
out of battery for their cell phones, there is a lot of fear and uneasy feelings of safety
and wellness. At the same time there was a powerful coming together of people who
supported their friends and neighbors with a lot of love and caring. About 20 evacuees
who were camping in Samuel P Taylor State Park showed up to San Geronimo Valley
Community Center daily for food, blankets, warm beverages and warm meals. We
weren’t open as a shelter, as we had limited power, but we were able to support their
needs. Our staff disaster coordinator Poko Giacomini did a great job in supporting
these evacuees from Sonoma County by calling MIDC and Spirit Rock for 50 blankets
and she personally delivered them to evacuees that were camping at Samuel P Taylor.
Deep appreciations go to San Geronimo Valley Disaster Coordinator Vicki Chase and
Brian McCarthy of VERG and over 20 of their volunteers who worked right with our
Community Center staff support our local residents during the power outages.

Connect with SGVCC
The San Geronimo Valley Community Center’s weekly listing of events and activities is
posted on our regularly updated website. Visit us at www.sgvcc.org. Email us at druss@sgvcc.
org to join our email list.
You can also follow us on Facebook @ sangeronimovalleycommunitycenter
And Twitter @SGV_Comm_Center
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Volunteer Profile:
Cody Rahn
by Dave Cort
It is such an honor for me to interview Cody Rahn for the
Volunteer Profile.
I have known Cody since he was in kindergarten in the
Open Classroom program. Cody was in the same class as
my son Daley so I spent a lot of time in their classroom
as a cooping parent. Cody and I would read together,
work on math and other subjects. Cody was in the Open
Classroom through sixth grade and he fondly remembers
having John Kaufman, Sandy Dorward, Judy Voets, Larry
Nigro, and Amy Valens as his teachers. Cody attended the
Lagunitas Middle School in seventh and eighth grade. He
really enjoyed his 9 years in the Lagunitas School District
and his favorite memories are of the adults, fellow students,
and friends that he made in the classroom and on the playground.
After Cody graduated from Lagunitas School, he went to Drake High School and on to
College of Marin. While going to College of Marin, Cody worked and volunteered at
the college bookstore, at Albertsons grocery store, at Video West here in the Valley, at
Whistlestop senior programs in San Rafael, and at Mollie Stones grocery store. Cody keeps
himself very busy. Cody has volunteered at the Community Center’s senior lunch program
for three years. Cody is at the Center every Thursday and is a key volunteer and a great
team member in making our busy day go so smoothly.
Cody’s hobbies are fixing electronics and playing video games. He regularly shows up with
new electronic gadgets to share with our staff and volunteers. Cody has a pet bird named
Wolverine and a rat named Puffers. Cody likes listening to Phantom Of The Opera and
walking to Peet’s for coffee. Cody likes eating sushi at King Of The Roll in Larkspur. While
Cody now lives “over the hill” he enjoys coming to the Valley to see his family, friends and
former teachers.
Thank you, Cody, for your volunteering here at the Community Center.

CRYPTOQUIP
by Bob Baker
MLK RNKDMBKOO UQ D JUCCFBPMZ PO CUOM DJJFNDMKTZ
CKDOFNKX EZ MLK JUCVDOOPUBDMK DJMPUBO UQ PMO
CKCEKNO.
JUNKMMD OJUMM GPBR
(CLUE C=M)

Save the Date - Raise the Roof Fundraiser

VOLUNTEERS
The following people volunteered in the Community Center’s Food Bank, Senior Lunches, Arts and
Events, School Readiness, School Dances, Gardening and Maintenance. Thank you!!! We apologize if
anyone was accidentally left off the list. Please let us know and we will add your name!

John Adams
Carole Alter
Alejandro Alvarado
Gisela Alvarado
Linda Amari
Debra Amerson
Anita’s 5th-6th grade class
Kristy Arroyo
Manny Arroyo
Elizabeth Ayers
Andrew Bailey
Bard Bailey
Valerie Barntsen
Karen Batres
Amber Rose Bauer
Al Baylacq
Lisa Baylacq
Jean Berensmeier
Lee Berensmeier
Paul Berensmeier
Geoff Bernstein
Diane Bramevele
Barbara Brauer
Larry Brauer
Sarah Brewster
Michael Bock
Paige Burns
Bruce Burtch
Tim Cain
Mary Chapman
Alan Charne
E.J. Chavez
Neal Chavez
Laurie Chorna
Arnie Cicchetti
Owen Clapp
Rev. Kate Clayton
Harry Cohen
Daley Cort
Dorothy Cox
Teresa Dallara
Kevin Danaher
Katie Davidson
Mike Davidson
Samantha Davidson
Anna de Benedictis
Gaetano De Felice
Dominican Nursing
Students
Kathleen Edwards
Elise Eifler
Tim Ezekiel
Anne Faught
Janelle Fazackerley
Jim Fazackerley
Jerry Feickert
Stephanie Fein
Jeff Felland
Roberta Floden

Laura Flores
Chuck Ford
Lila Friday
Kevin Gladstone
Tealy Gapinski
Mallory Geitheim
Andrew Giacomini
Antony Giacomini
Susi Giacomini
Jim Griffiths
Judy Hall
Miyo Hall
Cio Hernandez
Mike Howe
Janet Hughes
Maureen Hurley
Lars Johnson
Renee Jordan
Muniera Kadrie
Dahlia Kamesar
Geri Kientz
Bryce King
Bev Kinsey
Breeze Kinsey
Jean Kinsey
Steve Kinsey
David Kleinberg
Michel Kotski
KWMR Radio
Roshana Karima
Skye La Ponte
David Lakes
Travis Lange
Linea Larsen
Wendy Lee
Larry Levine
Jennifer Livingston
Rich Lohmam
Aura Tantatel Lopez
Al Lubow
Savannah Mangold
Jon Marker
Esther Martinez
Xochitl Martinez
Pat McGraw
Will McQuilkin
Catherine McQuilkin
Michael McQuilkin
Bud Meade
Kevin Meade
Marty Meade
Stacy Messerschmidt
Carl Miller
Jeff Miller
Mari Nakagawa
Elaine Nehm
Legal Aid of Marin
Jon Newman

Greg Oden
Open Classroom
Students
Peter Oppenheimer
Para O’Siochain
Marcia Phipps
Allison Puglisi
Dave Puglisi
Cody Rahn
Molly Rea
Steve Rebscher
Revolution 9
Shery Rice
Elena Roncaglia
Dave Rosen
Marty Rosenblum
Schawkie Roth
Tiya Arian
Angelo Sacheli
Isabelle Salcedo
San Geronimo
Preschool
Terry Shea
Barb Scott
Liz Seabury
Susan Shahinian
Rosemary Sharp
Justin Sheppard
Laura Sherman
Richard Sloan
Connie Smith Siegal
Jay Soladay
SPAWN Interns
Charlie Startin
Hillary M. Stock
Sean Sullivan
Beth Cooper Tabakin
Tom Tabakin
Naomi Tatarsky
Katie Terwilliger
Jasper Thelin
Kira Thelin
James Tolbert
Josephine Tringale
Steve Unze
Amy Valens
Tom Valens
Juliette Valente
Paul Valente
Cory Vangelder
JeanA Warner
Wavy Gravy
Katherine Wethington
Conrad Williams
April Wolcott
Woodacre Garden Club
Karen Worth
Ted Wright
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Human Services
Food Bank Banter
by Nicole Ramirez
Fall is coming to an end in our Valley. Rain is nowhere in sight. (yea, it started raining as
we went to press) And to top it all off we were out of electricity for five days. Five days for
many was difficult. Without electricity for some in our community meant no heat, no ability to cook, no hot water and most concerning no ability to plug in medical equipment.
The San Geronimo Valley Community Center staff responded to the new reality of living
during the risk of fire danger. Disaster Coordinator Poko Giacomini along with the SGVCC
staff worked collaboratively with SGV Disaster Coordinator Vicki Chase Valley Emergency
Response Group to meet the needs of our community. Our Center is known as the hub of
services and resources of this valley and with that in consideration the decision was made to
be a charging station. For four days VERG member Brian McCarthy fired up his generator
and strung a web of extension cords and power strips ready to plug into. Community members were able to bring their medical equipment, cell phones, computers, and chargers and
pug in for about an hour slot.
The Community Center was buzzing with people all in the same situation. This leveled the
playing field for the first time in Marin counties history. We weren’t separated by class, race
or ethnicity. We all had lost our power, and this fact unified our community. As community
members flocked to charge largely their cell phones, our staff provided hot coffee and food
to eat or food to take home from our Food Bank. We also opened the gym for families and
individual who wanted to get some exercise in a well naturally lighted space. We worked all
day in the kitchen and out of our offices and did what we do best, provide a safe space, food
and services. As I reflect on those days I am filled with pride in our staff and volunteers that
stepped forward during this community crisis. Our community is beginning to understand
the severity of what an emergency in our area means. Rural areas are sometimes left to fend
from themselves and that’s what we do. We come together as a community and help in
whatever way it takes. We did that during the 2017 fires of Sonoma /Santa Rosa to people
who weren’t from our community. Our embrace extends to anyone who shows up at 6350
Sir Francis Drake, in need of food or services. Volunteer opportunities and monetary contributions are welcome to support what the San Geronimo Valley Community Center stands
for.

Senior Programs,
Activities and Services at
the Community Center
The San Geronimo Valley Community Center is excited to offer healthy and interactive programs for people of all ages. We are especially proud of our programs for people
60 years of age and over – our Senior Lunch, our cultural events, art shows and much
more. We also have an electronic newsletter with updates every few weeks with new
information and lunch menus. Send an e-mail to Nicole Ramirez at nramirez@sgvcc.org
to have your name added to the list.
We are offering ongoing programs here at the Center to keep our lives vibrant. There
are also an array of classes that are reasonably priced listed in our Stone Soup Catalog.

Ongoing Programs:
Senior Lunch Mondays and Thursdays at Noon
This very popular program has been operating since February 2009 at the Center. We
have delicious well-balanced meals brought in from the kitchens of Good Earth Natural
Foods with new menus every week. All the main courses have great sides and salads
and fresh fruit. It’s the happening event for a healthy meal and great conversation with
neighbors and friends. Suggested donation for seniors is $3 a meal and for others the
charge is $6 per person.
Emergency Food Pantry Thursdays at 1-2 p.m. in the West Room for people attending the Senior Lunch. Fresh nutritious food—fresh produce, dairy, canned goods, eggs,
chicken – to prepare healthy meals at home. (The Food Pantry is also open on Mondays
from 9am-5pm).
Mah Jong Learn how to play or play with others on Friday afternoons from 1:00 until
3:30 in the Living Room at the SGVCC. Bring your set if you have one.
Ping Pong Thursdays at 1pm after Senior Lunch. A free program in the Community
Gym. Also, Sundays from 6–9 p.m.
Jazz in the Afternoon Thursdays at 1:30 p.m. in the Valley Room following Senior
Lunch. Every week a Jazz combo with Judy Hall and friends play great music for all to
enjoy. Free
Growing Old Gracefully–A Senior Peer Counseling Group, Wednesdays from 10 to
11:30am. Volunteer counselors help senior members of our community sort through
the transitions and realities of aging that we all face: the loss of independence and control, isolation, and declining physical health. Limited to 10 seniors. Sign up with Sarah
Brewster at 415-488-0419.
Senior Book Club Meets the 3rd Monday of each Month at 1 p.m. in the Living Room.
Please contact Carl Miller at psycarl@gmail.com
Excercise for Alta Cockers Mondays and Wednesdays at 10:30am-11:45am; Tuesdays
at 8:45am-9:45am in the Valley Room. This class is fun! In one hour you will warm up,
stretch, dance, (sometimes ballet or Latin, belly dance, jazz, waltz and more) Tai Bo &
Qi Gong. All working together organically and synergistically adding up to one hour of
“Doing the Right Thing” and we get to Yiddish too. Oy!

Food Bank
Emergency food distribution is offered two days a week, year round to Valley families.
Staffed by local volunteers, the Food Bank is supported by the Marin Community Food
Bank and by generous donations from local Valley people and service organizations.
Information is provided on nutrition and healthy eating, and, when available, fresh surplus
produce from the School-Community Garden is offered to Food Bank clients.
The Food Bank needs volunteers. Can you help on Thursday mornings at 9 am or after-

Handwork Group
Living Room Thursdays at 1:00 p.m. following the Senior Lunch. Knitters, quilters,
embroiderers, weavers, hand stichers, crocheters and crafters in a fun and relaxed
environment. Don’t hesitate to drop in. Everyone is welcome. All levels of skills from
experts to those just getting started. Learn the basics, tricks, or follow complex patterns.
Knitting is Zen. Practice makes perfect.
Volunteer Opportunities We have many ways that seniors provide support to the Center
for its various programs and activities. Please call Nicole at 488-8888, ext. 254 if you have
some time to spare and we will try to find a job that fits your interests and schedule.

noons at 4 pm? Call Nicole 415-488-8888

Pickleball Tuesday & Thursday evenings from 7-9 pm in the Community Gym.

The Community Center Food Bank is open Monday from 9: 00 am – 5:00 pm and Thursday
afternoons from 2:00–5:00 pm.

Bridge Class Wednesdays at noon. Contact Rich Schiller: richard-schiller@att.net
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West Marin Coalition for
Healthy Youth (WMCHY)

NextGen

by Alexa Davidson

Building Skills for the Next Generation

WMCHY - Collaboration for Impact
October 16, 2019 marked a pivotal day for the West Marin Coalition for Healthy Youth
(WMCHY) and all other youth substance use prevention coalitions across the County. Marin
Healthy Youth Partnerships (MHYP - a Ross Valley based coalition), in collaboration with
members of WMCHY and in partnership with the County of Marin, Mill Valley Aware, and
other committed community partners, curated an evening with authors David and Nic Sheff,
moderated by NPR’s Michael Krasney. The event was held at Angelico Hall at Dominican
University, and the 800 seat auditorium quickly sold out. The waitlist consisted of over 400
people - and the Marin County network of coalitions was left with a good problem to solve!
Through thoughtful collaboration and a uniting around shared goals and values, a plan was
hatched to livestream the event across Marin County, bringing this important information to
the people, in their own communities.
For West Marintes, traveling long distances at late hours can be a major deterrent to attending
important parent education events, and so our communities are left without this vital information. Livestreams were held at the Point Reyes Library, Bolinas Stinson School, and the San
Geronimo Valley Community Center and over 80 people attended these events. This type of
collaboration between the various Marin coalitions and groups is unprecedented and creates an
exciting prospect of delivering more cohesive and impactful information without the inconvenience of travel. Additionally, coalitions can avoid duplication of services and events, making
the level of impact greater for each group.
The WMCHY is thrilled to be expanding our team, growing our impact, and collaborating with fervor! If you are interested in getting involved with the WMCHY please email
adavidson@sgvcc.org.

by Alexa Davidson, NextGen Coordinator

The NextGen programs have been busy and bustling! Our Emerging Artist Series has featured
four artists (Emilia Hernandez, Ben Jensen, Lavetta Clark-Poets, and Sophia Larsen), the Art
and Activism group meets weekly, the West Marin Housing Action group is gaining traction,
and the NextGen put on the first Repair Cafe for the community (read more about this below)!
The NextGen program thrives because of the energy of young people to engage in community
projects, serving as bold leaders and catalysts for change! Curating programming that addresses
the challenges young adults face is also a high priority for the program. Young adulthood can be
full of transitions, mistakes, and loss, and our programs aim to build skills that lead to successful, happy, and healthy lives.
Starting on January 29, 2020 as part of a four week series (Jan 29th, Feb 5th, 12th, and 26th),
we will be offering a NextGen Finance Essentials Course! Feeling financially proficient, stable,
and empowered can make all the difference for young people who are planning their futures
and putting down roots in our West Marin communities. The goals of the workshop are: 1)
to teach how investing works (including concepts such as compound growth, asset classes, and
risk); and 2) to discuss how you can be “successful” at it, including making a plan for goals such
as home ownership, savings, debt, retirement planning, philanthropy, or any other personal
objectives. The class is lead by Johnny Rutledge (Community Center Board member). Johnny
has lived in West Marin for more than 10 years . He worked in finance for more than 25 years
before retiring last year at age 47. Since then, he has “failed” at retirement and he recently started a new business, Phoundational LLC.
The series is free of charge, however we ask that participants commit to attending all four sessions. You can register by calling the Community Center or by emailing adavidson@sgvcc.org.
While this is a NextGen series, the information is useful to all - please sign-up in advance!

Senior Adventures
“Ain’t No Stoppin’ Us Now – We’re on the Move”

Howie Cort and Julie Young
Co-Coordinators of SGVCC Senior Programs
The San Geronimo Valley Community Senior Team, of Julie Young and Howie Cort, are ready
and waiting to explore Bay Area art and historical museums, theater productions, the symphony and enjoy the beauty and bounty that Marin County has to offer with you! Our comfortable, thirteen-passenger van will whisk you to our monthly destination. On our most recent
venture, six seniors joined us to experience the SF Aquarium of the Bay. Although, small in
size, the aquarium was rich with information and beautiful exhibits of undersea creatures. The
acrylic, three hundred foot tunnel was a
highlight as sharks, bay rays and schools
of fish swam just above our heads. We had
time to stop, pause and “Oh and Ahh” as a
shark floated just above us and gave us an
up close view of it’s underside. You don’t
get to that very often! Before heading back
in the van, some of us bought classic Sour
Dough Clam Chowder Bread Bowls. We sat
on benches, under the bright blue cloudless
sky, slurped our soup and got to know each
other through our sidewalk conversations.
These adventures provide a pleasant way to
meet people and connect with others.
We currently are planning to offer monthly
adventures to the City and points west of
The Valley. In a recent survey we conducted,
we found a majority of people would like
to go to the SFMOMA, DeYoung, Legion
of Honor and the Academy of Science.
Other possibilities include a “Cheese Crawl”
through Marin and Petaluma and an Olive
Oil tasting. We are in the process of looking for ways to collaborate with West Marin Senior
Services in Point Reyes and share our programming ideas. Look for our adventures calendarsoon to be updated our website and all the exciting classes we currently offer at: https://www.
sgvcc.org/seniors/activities/

Repair Cafe
Our first Repair Cafe was a big success! Put on by our NextGen Program on November 10th,
the Repair Café is part of an international movement to build community health by extending the life of material things, keeping items out of the landfill and reducing global warming.
Other benefits include saving us money, building skills and getting to know our neighbors
better.
In a nutshell the Repair Café is a group of talented volunteers from our community who are
willing to spend their Sunday afternoon fixing your stuff for free. At this Repair Café, community fixers did the following repairs: Mend clothing; Tune and make minor repairs to bicycles,
repair lamps–replace switches and cords, repair wooden furniture and other wooden objects,
book mending, glueing ceramics, Troubleshoot and/or repair small appliances, electronics,
radios, fans, heaters, and repair jewelry.
We were able to see about 34 items! And fixed 25 of them! Live music broke out by fixers and
community members alike. Snacks and tea were provided to all those who came through.
Check out the article about our repair cafe in the Point Reyes Light: www.ptreyeslight.com
We plan to host the next Repair Cafe after the holidays.
If you enjoy fixing or would like to help with the event, we are looking to grow our fix-it community! Contact organizers at Anna: adebe@ucdavis.edu and Cory: corylvg@gmail.com

We’re looking for Valley Volunteer Drivers!
For Valley seniors who don’t drive anymore, it can be challenging for them to get to the
Community Center to join in on these fun adventures and Community Center activities. We
are currently looking for volunteer drivers to help with transporting our seniors, whether it’s to
our twice-weekly Senior Lunch, SGVCC classes, our Senior Adventure trips or appointments.
If you would like to sign up as a volunteer driver, please call Laura, our West Marin Seniors
Care Manager for The Valley and Nicasio, at 415-663-8148 x 102.
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Youth Programs

VAST

by Nicole Ramirez
Playgroup for Children 0-5 years

Tuesdays & Fridays 10am-noon
Join the valley Playgroup for fun, FREE, playtime. Playgroup takes place in the San
Geronimo Valley Community Centers’ East Room on Tuesdays and Fridays from 10am -12.
Accompanied by parents, grandparents, and caregivers’ children are able to meet new friends,
socialize, explore and have fun.
Tuesdays from 10:15am-11am the New Learning Bus visits the SGVCC and offers story time
and activities. Come join the fun!!!

Zoila’s Aftercare for grades k-3rd
This year Zoila’s is in full swing.

Zoila’s is open M-F from 12noon- 5:30pm for kindergarteners through 3rd grades.
Join us for art, crafts, tasty healthy snacks and fun.

The Loft

The Loft is an amazing space for 4th-8th graders to come hang out after school. The Loft
offers so much to do with air hockey, Dance Dance Revolution, Foos ball, art projects, and not
to mention that students have the gym access as well for some great exercise. Loft membership
for the school year is $300.

VAST

The Valley After School Tutoring Program
(VAST) offers one-on-one tutoring and
homework help for students at affordable
rates.

Welcome Nicasio students!

Three days a week, Tuesday-Thursday Julie Young drives the San Geronimo Valley
Community Center passenger van over to Nicasio school and picks up students to shuttle
them to our afterschool programs. Without afterschool options Nicasio students have to be
picked up immediately afterschool putting a strain on working families. The San Geronimo
Valley Community Center in partnership with Nicasio School principal Barbara Snekkevik
decided this was a viable option to extend our services. It has proven a success. TuesdayThursday the van is full, and Julie makes two stops, first at the upper campus for Zoila’s and
then Middle School lot for Loft or VAST.

For more information contact Robin
Hendrickson-Nelson VAST coordinator
at vast@sgvcc.org or at 415-488-4118
ext.506
VAST is always looking for tutors, especially in Middle School Math call if interested.
For more information about any Youth
Programs please contact Nicole Ramirez at
415-488-8888 x 254 or nramirez@sgvcc.org

Lagunitas School District
by Steve Rebscher
Broaden Your Vision of Future Educational Options
In past issues of the Stone Soup I have written about the success of our school programs
and the progress of valley students as they travel along varied paths through high school and
beyond. It is my perception that most students and their families begin to form ideas about
their future educational plans during middle school and early high school years. Most of these
formative considerations are not built on a foundation of facts as much as on incidental advice
that trickles down from relatives, news stories, counselors and older students. In this Stone
Soup I’d like to suggest that a little bit of forward thinking and research might help shape
student’s views of their possible future paths, include some options that might not be apparent
and might reduce the anxiety which many families experience when they consider education
beyond high school.
First off, why go to college? Long-term financial benefit is most often cited as the primary
reason to go to college. But greater career satisfaction and a well-rounded, world perspectives
are also important benefits. One study in the UK showed modest increases in measures of
well being and happiness are clearly associated with education beyond high school. In a study
from the University of Maine survey respondents with a college degree were 44% more likely
to report “good” or “very good” health than people with only a high school diploma and the
Commission to Build a Healthier America reports that the average life expectancy of college
graduates is 6.8 years longer than that of people that did not complete college. Studies have
also shown that people with higher education are much more likely to contribute both time
and money to non-profit organizations, contribute more to taxes and public revenues and are
much less likely to utilize government supported services. In all, young people that complete a
college education appear to be happier, healthier and better community participants than those
that are not able to attend college. This comes at a time when we desperately need stronger
communities and at the same time it is getting more and more difficult for many students,
and their families, to find a successful strategy to attend college and succeed. Of course, these
glimpses of how a college degree might help are only statistical summaries of a wide spectrum
of people, both successful and challenged. However, if attending college makes sense to you,
but seems impossible financially, there is a very successful strategy that is too frequently overlooked in our achievement-oriented culture. That strategy is to begin post high school education at a community college. For most of our local students that means the College of Marin
(COM) but students from the valley have also attended Santa Rosa Community College,
Santa Barbara Community College and others in central and southern California. Fifty students graduating from Drake High School last year went to COM and the numbers are trending upward.

Page 6 SGV Community Center Stone Soup

There are 114 fully accredited community colleges in California with 2.3 million enrolled
students. While tuition at the University of
California has increased steadily (now $14,184 per year) and Cal State University tuition has
grown from $3,850 to $5,742 over the past ten years the cost of community colleges remains
very affordable. A full class load at any of our state community colleges is approximately $800
per semester and many textbooks are available online at no additional cost.
Our community colleges offer a wide range of subject majors organized to earn an AA degree
or transfer to a four-year school for a bachelor’s degree. In addition, each community college
offers certificate programs specifically designed to prepare students for workforce jobs including business, computer sciences, media, law enforcement, industrial technology, engineering
and more. Take time to look at the course offerings and certificate programs at the College of
Marin. You will find a vast array of subject areas and courses that range from those designed
to create a supportive environment for students to experience and experiment with the college
environment to courses that will challenge and prepare our most exceptional students.
COM is making a focused effort to bridge the gap between high school and four year institutions. For students that want additional challenges in high school, or subject opportunities
that are not regularly offered, COM offers concurrent enrollment with Drake HS with minimal class charges. Successfully completed, these classes qualify as college level credits at many
universities. New high school graduates are also eligible to participate in the COM Summer
Bridge program; an introduction to the campus, class formats and responsibilities of life at
the College of Marin. A new program this year, Compass, is tailored to help underserved and
first college generation students successfully complete a college degree. And, possibly the most
attractive program for successful COM students, is the guaranteed path to admission for both
CSU and UC campuses, some of which are exceptionally difficult to enter as freshman applicants.
In speaking with several COM students I found that their positive experiences overlapped in
three important areas of college life. First, they all appreciated the smaller class sizes and direct
contact with course instructors offered by the more intimate community college atmosphere.
Second, students that went on to four-year colleges felt that the learning environment and
quality of instruction at COM was generally equal to that at their four-year school. Last, they
were able to pursue their college ambitions and experiment with their future career interests
at much lower cost than they would have had if they started with a four-year school. Most of
the students I spoke with were able to work while taking a smaller class load at COM which
is facilitated, even expected, in the framework of our community college system. One of these
Lagunitas students is Shawn Denarie, now a PhD student at George Washington University.
Shawn went to Drake High School along with most of his classmates from Lagunitas Middle
School. As he looked across the college landscape he chose COM because of the smaller class
continuted on page 7

San Geronimo Valley Community Gym
by Howie Cort and Buck Chavez
After School Sports

The Gym

Fall ushers in a whirlwind of after school sports. Our middle school students had the
opportunity to participate in Cross Country, Flag Football and Girl’s Volleyball. Through
the many meets, games and matches our Lagunitas athletes gained leadership skills, what
it feels like to be part of a team, acquired new skill sets and most of all … had fun.
There is nothing better than when a student wants try something they’ve never done
before. Everyone middle school student is given an open invitation to join any of the
sports we offer throughout the year. We try to provide our kids the freedom to explore
different sports without a long time commitment. We even had some athletes who participated in two sports this fall.

You might be asking, “What are those nets in the gym?” Well . . . .They’re pickleball nets.
It’s the new sports craze. Pickleball courts are popping up all over the country. It’s tennis
and table tennis mixed together. It’s actually very easy to learn how to play. I am not good
at tennis. No matter how hard I try, I cannot keep the ball in play. pickleball is different. You play with paddle that is larger than a table tennis paddle. With the paddle being
shorter, it is easier to make contact and control where you want the ball to go. There are
some basic rules, which are not difficult to learn. I just started playing and I have to say
it’s been a great way to meet new people, get my heart rate going a little bit and have
fun. It’s a blast playing doubles! Don’t worry if you haven’t played before, Jack Sayers will
give you the pointers you need to get comfortable with the game. Come on by the gym
on Tuesday and Thursday nights and check it out! Throw $5 in the bucket to play. The
action starts around 7:00 p.m.

Along the way, a magical thing begins to happen: a development inner self-confidence.
This doesn’t come from wins and losses, finishing first in your race, or winning your game
or match. It comes from knowing you did your best and you gave every thing you had. A
perfect example of this is our cross-country team. Our 6th graders had never experienced
a meet before and they found themselves running with a gigantic pack of kids in each of
their races. Even though they didn’t finish with the front of the pack, they made a commitment with themselves to continue to get better by practicing on their own and to
keep trying to improve their own personal times with every race. Retired Olympian Doris
Brown Heritage sums it up best. “When you put yourself on the line in a race and expose
yourself to the unknown, you learn things about yourself that are very exciting.”
We held our 9th Annual Bobcat Challenge, on October 22nd, at the San Geronimo Valley
Golf Course. Thank you to Erica Williams from the Trust for Public Lands and Jeff
Lippstreu , the CBO of Laguntias School, in helping us secure the paperwork that enabled
us to host the meet on the front nine of the course. It was glorious and spectacular day
to run and made all the better by gorgeous scenery. We got so many compliments from
parents and kids alike. Our meet’s reputation rests squarely on the shoulders of the many
volunteers who, year after year, have shown up and help direct parking, the parents and
the runners along the course. Kelly, Alison and Buck and I could not do it without you.
Thanks to: Berta Bickel, Dave and Alison Puglisi, EJ Chavez, our LOFT intern Jacob
Weller and our ever important bike sweeper, Sofie Faircloth.

CYO Basketball practices are starting and there will some adjustments to the schedule.
Don’t forget to throw your $5 in the bucket to keep the lights on!
Monday: Co-Ed Open Gym @ 6:30 p.m.
Wednesday: Men’s Open Gym @ 7:00 p.m.
Tuesday/ Thursday: Pickleball @ 7:00 p.m.
Thursday: Senior Table Tennis @ 1:00 p.m.
Sunday: Table Tennis @ 6:00 p.m.

And now, we say bid farewell to our XC 8th graders: Micah Arnold, Peter Sanford and
Henry Yakich. Happy Trails to you! Rounding out the team were: Phoenix Yudice, Colby
Hendrickson, Lila Fox, and Robert King.
Our Flag football Team was small in numbers, but mighty in heart. Neal Chavez stepped
in to coach the team this season. The team improved with every game and began to grow
in their positions as players and teammates. Marcelo Jones found his calling as the team’s
center and snapper and Isaiah Rasmussen was the team’s QB. Atticus McHone-Bliss,
Jasper Cohen, Miles Baylacq, Leo Olivotti, Sage Crawford, Jackson Gaunt, Spencer Lewis,
Tao Andrews-Ramos, Daniel Goodrich and Eben McConnell all played important and key
roles as running backs, receivers and defensive backs.
There were a lot of volleyballs flying around the gym this past fall. This season we fielded
two enthusiastic teams; the 6/7th girls and the 7/8th girls. A huge shout out Mosel Pearlman
Ramirez who stepped in to help with practices and games. The girls worked weekly on
improving their skills and it showed as the season progressed. Good luck to our 8th girls as
they bump and dig their way into Drake next fall: Jaslyn Harty and Summer Bradley. Back
for another season are: Taylor Marino, Lili McKissick, Paloma Russ, Elle Jae Sanders, Miely
Virgo, Simone Franco, Lila Fox, Natasha Krauss, June Ritter, Anna Messerer .
Lag School continuted from page 6
sizes and more one-on-one time with course instructors. In the biology program his classes
offered more hands on laboratory time and the opportunity to explore a wide variety of interest areas. Shawn now recognizes that both of these were critical to his success out of high
school. With an AA degree in Biological Sciences Shawn went to CSU San Francisco as an
upper division transfer student with a concentration in zoology. He was able to connect with
a research team cataloging amphibian behavior and contribute to the Amphibia database at
AmphibiaWeb.org. He also participated in a project to categorize behaviors of the African
Black Rhinoceros. During this time, Shawn was working toward his lifelong interest in dinosaurs and paleontology. He applied to graduate programs during his senior year at CSUSF and
is now a PhD student at George Washington University. In his PhD research Shawn is studying the evolutionary relationships of the horned dinosaurs. He is currently an interpreter in
the dinosaur collection at the Smithsonian Institute in Washington, DC and very much enjoys
explaining the life and history of dinosaurs to visitors of all ages.
His dream job after completion of his PhD is to curate a museum collection and work with
public education to increase knowledge and understanding of our evolutionary past through
paleontology. In his spare time Shawn enjoys weight training, movies, hiking and swimming
and relaxing with friends. In retrospect, he feels that the decision to begin his college education at COM was the right choice. The smaller, more personal, classes and emphasis on hands
on learning were an excellent match for Shawn. The money saved and the time allowed to
adjust to the demands of academic college level coursework were big bonuses. Overall he feels
that the quality of classes and the opportunities to excel in his areas of interest were excellent.
Of course, Shawn’s story represents only one path taken by one Lagunitas student who is
achieving great success. Like the growing number of Drake students choosing to go to COM
this year California’s community colleges might be a worthwhile option for more valley families to investigate.

Shawn Denari is a Lagunitas grad. He attended COM, San Francisco State University and is now
a PhD student at George Washington University with a lifelong love of dinosaurs and paleontology.
He is also an interpreter in the dinosaur collections at the Smithsonian Institution.
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Thank You!

Community Center
Contributors
by Rebecca Teague, Fund Development Coordinator
GivingThursday at the Community Center is December 5, 2019! Thursdays are
big, lively and heart-warming at the Community Center. It is our weekly Superbowl
of Health, Human and Safety Net Services. Every Thursday we serve Senior Lunch
to more than 70 of our Valley elders and provide a Food Pantry for 175 Valley and
Nicasio families. On Thursdays we also host exercise classes, pickleball and Senior
ping pong in the Community Gym, and provide family support services along with
all of our everyday programs. GivingThursday gives us a chance to honor our day of
service and talk about our mission and why we care so much about the work we do,
in the Valley we love. Please show your appreciation for the San Geronimo Valley
Community Center on December 5! Support us in our continued work of building
stronger, more vibrant communities.
Generosity is our individual power to make a positive change in the lives of others and
is a fundamental value we can all act on. Whether it’s making someone smile, helping a
stranger, showing up for people we care about, or giving some of what we have to those
who need our help, every act of generosity makes a difference and everyone has something to give. All of you should have received a letter from the Community Center
with our annual report. If you haven’t donated yet this holiday season, please send in a
check or make an online donation at www.sgvcc.org through our safe, secure web link.
Please consider joining our Council of Major Donors, which is comprised of individuals, families, foundations and businesses that make exemplary financial contributions to
the Community Center each year. Each of these donors support our mission to foster
healthy communities within the San Geronimo Valley and Nicasio by providing a
dynamic center for locally based human services, arts and culture, education, health
and wellness, and community building. Council members come from the Valley,
Nicasio, Fairfax and other neighboring communities. Each member of the Council
makes a substantial direct or in-kind contribution. The collective impact of Council
members’ contributions is incredibly important to the financial health and well-being
of the Community Center.
Other ways to financially support the Community Center include making a monthly
contribution, contributing stocks, bonds, real estate or a vehicle, joining our Legacy
Circle by making a planned gift to the Community Center through your estate planning or by contributing to our Deepening Roots Campaign endowment fund.
We are grateful for your support and trust in our Community Center. You can make
a recurring or one-time gift today through our website www.sgvcc.org, by sending in
a check or by giving me a call at 415-488-8888. The following individuals, businesses
and grantors have made generous contributions between August 1,2019 to November
15, 2019. Thank you and merry winter!

Contributors
Debby and Joel Arem
Bob and Cathy Baker
Bank of Marin
Kathy and John Beckerley
Benevity
Melissa Berg
Michael Bergman and Kelly Mason
David and Julie Bernard
David Berry and Kamala Geroux-Berry
Black Star Pig
Darcy Blake
Megan Brady
Larry and Barbara Brauer
Patti Breitman and Stan Rosenfeld
Joe and Vernona Brown
Brownco Construction
Tom and Beth Carmody
Kenn and Victoria Chase
Arnold and Nancy Cicchetti
Chris and Allison Coolidge
Dave and Howie Cort
Marian Cremin and Albert DeSilver
Cris Criollo
Liza and Tim Crosse
Alex and Michael Cusick

Jo Ann and Tony Dollara
Pat and Cia Donahue
Susan Doyle
Skag Dukkers and Ann McClain
Ruth and Rudi Dundas
Julie Egger and Alan Weiler
Evergreen Tree Service
Joe and Ginny Faria
Jim and Janelle Fazackerley
Gerry and Geraldine Fleming
Terry Fowler
Susanna Frohman Photography
Front Porch Realty
Scott Gerber
Andrew and Susi Giacomini
David and Debbie Goelz
David Goldman and Lisa Cort
Christina and Adam Goodwin
David and Lysbeth Gordon
Steve and Catherine Granville
Max and Lowell Green
Pete Groat
Nancy and Dean Hanson
Jane Harman
Richard and Carol Helzberg
Cio Elisa Hernandez and Doug Pittman
Hog Island Oyseter
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Don and Shirley Holmlund
Insurance Auto Auctions
James and Janice Jahnke
David Jenkins and Rebecca Teague
George and Virginia Kerbs
Kid Zone
Steve and Jean Kinsey
Amos and Kristina Klausner
Marina Korman
La Revivir
David Lakes and Stephanie Fein
Avis and Bob Licht
Marin Spine and Sports
Pamela Martin
Alexander McQuilkin
Carol and Guido Mori-Prange
Kathleen Mullen
Judith and John Obedzinski
Lorne and Ilona Parker
William and Carol Perez
Andrea Perone
Ben and Heather Podoll
Allison and David Puglisi
Ramon Ramirez
Steve and Carol Rebscher
John C. Rodgers
Dana and David Russ
Michelle and John Rutledge
Salesforce
Schwab Charitable Fund
Chiara Savage Schwartz and Lilah Parker
Serenity Knolls
San Geronimo Community Presbyterian
Church
San Geronimo Valley Food Co-Op
San Geronimo Valley Historical Society
San Geronimo Valley Lions Club
Sabrina Shippey
Silver Shaved Ice
Nancy Isaac Simmons
Jeff and Gina Smith
St. Cecilia’s Church/St. Mary-Nicasio
Andy Stadler and Lyda Cort
Reede Stockton and Peg Hunter
Mary Lee Strebl
Sean Sullivan and Kathryn Callaway
Terra Insurance Company
Dennis and Jody Thompson,
JD Ranch & Vineyard
Joan Troppmann
Terry Turrentine Photography
United Way
JeanA Warner
Carol Whitmire, Consulting
Erica Williams
Dug Winningham
Mary and Thomas Wood
Ted Wright and April Wolcott

Grantors
California Endowment
Community Development Block Grant
County of Marin
Dino J. Ghilotti Foundation
Endurance Fund
Enterprise Holdings Foundation
First Federal Savings and Loan
Freitas Foundation
George Lucas Family Foundation
Hartford Foundation for
Public Giving
Lagunitas Brewing Company
Marin Charitable
Marin Community Foundation
Marin First 5
Marin Municipal Water District
Nathan Cummings Foundation
Olympic Club Foundation
Presbyterian Hunger Project
Reliance Fund
San Geronimo Valley Lions Club
The Scorpio Rising Fund

West Marin Community Services
West Marin Fund
Jack and Patty Wright Foundation
Union Bank Foundation
United Way

50th Anniversary Sponsors
Diamond
Carol & Steve Rebscher
Marin Community Foundation

Platinum
Andrew & Susi Giacomini
Barbara Hoefle & Debra Amerson
County of Marin
Good Earth Natural Foods
Lisa Cort & David Goldman
Lorne & Ilona Parker
Susan Moldaw & Bob Stallings
Ted Wright & April Wolcott
Union Bank

Gold
Alex & Mike Cusick
Dave & Howie Cort
Dave Shore & Zoe Sexton-Shore
David Lakes & Stephanie Fein
Front Porch Realty - Janelle Fazackerley
Jane Harman
J.D. Ranch & Vineyard
Joe & Vernona Brown
Johnny & Michelle Rutledge
Julie & David Bernard
Kaiser Permanente
Liza & Tim Crosse
Marian Cremin & Albert DeSIlver
Nancy & Dean Hanson
Rudi Dundas
Sean Sullivan & Kathryn Callaway
Skag Dukkers & Anne McClain
Steve & Catherine Granville
SGV Lions Club
Terra Insurance

Silver
Al Weiler & Julie Egger
Alexander McQuilkin
Allison & David Puglisi
Avis & Bob Licht
Bank of Marin
Bob & Cathy Baker
Carol & Richard Helzberg
Dave & Debbie Goelz
David Berry
Don & Shirley Holmlund
Pamela Martin
Jay & Liora Soladay
Jeff & Gina Smith
John & Kathy Beckerley
John C Rodgers
Kathleen Mullen
Kelly Rose Mason & Michael Bergman
Lyda Cort & Andy Stadler
Maria Cristina Criollo & Kevin Koenig
Marina Korman
Marin Spine & Sport
Patti Breitman
Ramon & Laura Ramirez
Reede Stockton & Peg Hunter
Sabrina Shippey
San Geronimo Community Presbyterian
Church
Scott Gerber
Steve & Jean Kinsey
Terry Fowler

San Geronimo Valley Milestones
Historical Society

Jim and Janelle Fazackerley were excited to greet their granddaughter—Clara Evelyn Thomas, born
to parents Katherine and John Thomas on August 25th. Katherine is an alumnus of the Lagunitas
School District and many happy childhood days in the SGV.”

by Owen Clapp
Looking Ahead
2019 has been a year of much activity for the Historical Society, with a book
release, a house concert series, and a grant from Marin County. As the year
winds down, we are excited to share what’s to come and grateful for the
Valley’s enthusiasm and support.
We are very excited to announce that we will be open for membership beginning at our first Quarterly General Meeting on Sunday January 5th, 2020
from 3-5 pm in the Valley Room of the Community Center. We hope to
see folks of all ages for a celebration of Valley history, spirit, and a chance to
discuss plans for the future, including our progress towards status as a verified 501c3 non-profit, developments on a potential museum space, and other
visions moving forward. More details on membership will be available closer
to the date of the event on our website sgvhistoricalsociety.org.
Rescheduled from a cancellation caused by the PG&E PSPS event in early
November, we are honored to bring Coast Miwok descendent Lucina Vidauri
to the Valley Room at the Community Center on Saturday January 18th
from 2-4 pm for a Coast Miwok of Marin gathering. The event is free and
open to the public. Lucina and special guests will share the history of her
family, and more broadly, the history of the first people of this county.
A related project in progress is the development of a Land Acknowledgement
statement in cooperation with local Coast Miwok individuals and the
Community Center. The Land Acknowledgement statement intends to honor
the Miwok heritage of the San Geronimo Valley and will be discussed more
before becoming official, at which point we will share it in an upcoming
Stone Soup.
Lastly, we want to say thank you to all who have supported our historical
spaces Concert Series and to our generous hosts Molly Giles, the Boylans, the
Davidsons, and the San Geronimo Valley Community Center. We have raised
more than $500 for the Historical Society and $500 for the artists who have
performed, as well as raising more than $150 for the Community Center’s
NextGen program. This monthly concert series will continue in January with
more dates to be announced.
We look forward to what 2020 has to bring. Please do not hesitate to reach
out to us at our new email address sgvhistoricalsociety@gmail.com.

Logan Daley Cort was born on October 12th. Congratulations to Jane and Daley and to first time
grandparents Dave and Howie Cort and Brad and Norma Sears. Daley, Jane and Logan are living in
Forest Knolls.
St Cecilias
The Parishioners of St. Cecilia’s and St. Mary’s Nicasio
welcomed our New Pastor Fr. Ngoako Phan in July, we are
thrilled and happy to have him in both our church community and the San Geronimo and Nicasio community. Fr
Phan was born and raised in Vietnam. At the age of 24 he
left Vietnam and became a refugee in a Hong Kong refugee camp for seven years. He was inspired by the kindness
shown to him and fellow refugees by the people of Hong
Kong and the Catholic Clergy. After seven years he was
sponsored by a Catholic priest, came to the United States,
attended the Seminary and was ordained a priest in 2019.
He has served at St. Rafeal’s, also Daly City and Pacifica.
On September 22nd he was installed by Bishop William
Justice as the Pastor of St. Cecilia and St. Mary’s. It was
attended by all our Parishioners and a great deal of Filipino
and Vietnamese friends and Parishioners from his former Parish’s. Let me tell you they were so generous in the
amount and great food they brought. The reception was
quite an event with up to 150 to 200 attendees. No one left
hungry. Many members of Fr. Phan’s family were there to celebrate with him. My impression is that
Fr. Phan is a genuine caring person and a very spiritual man. Welcome to the wonderful community
and Nicasio Fr. Phan we a delighted and privileged to have you in our community.

With Respect
Renowned artist Helen Webber, 91, passed away peacefully September 17, 2019 with family by her side. She
is survived by her partner Pete Groat, daughter Rachel, son-in-law Scott and two grandchildren, Sam and
Nina.
Helen began her career in the 1970’s creating hundreds of art works for public spaces throughout the
United States and abroad. Her bold and richly hued art works executed in a wide variety of media, such as
tapestry, glass, metal, wood and clay have been installed in universities, corporations, medical facilities, cruise
ships, hotels, religious spaces, community and civic centers and even in a train station.
During her career she lectured and taught at colleges and organizations across the US to encourage artists to
enhance their creative spirits and flourish in the world outside of their studios. She gave lectures and talks
from California to Paris, and was an instructor at the California College of the Arts, as well as Hussian Art
College in Philadelphia. Helen co-founded Women in Design International to help make women’s talents
more visible in the design world and the world at large.
A memorial service will take place on December 21 at 2:00 pm at the Community Center.

Community Center Wish List
If you would like to help the Center by donating any of these items or becoming a volunteer, please call Poko at 488-8888, ext. 250 or email pgiacomini@sgvcc.org. We look
forward to thanking you in the next issue of Stone Soup!
The Office:
• Copy Paper • Pens • Tape • Pencils
The Kitchen:
• Strong volunteers to help set up and break down Food Bank
• Flatware: Forks, Spoon & Knives
• Teachers for one-time cooking class
The Loft
• Clean Large Area Rugs
• Leather Couches
• Vinyl bean bags
• Paper
• Wii Games
• AA Batteries
• PE equipment in good condition

In lieu of flowers, donate in Helen's honor to the San Geronimo Community Center’s website to support
the good work the Center does in the community that Helen lived and loved, or to Save The Children’s
website to help children at the U.S-Mexico border.
We are all sure going to miss David O’Connor who passed away this fall. What an amazing life; World War
II pilot, businessman, SGV Lion member, Edie Robinson Community Service Awardee, and all-around fantastic person. Our hearts go out to Dave’s wife Joan and his entire family.
Harry Cohen also passed away this Fall. Harry was born in 1924 in Boston. Harry was a cornerstone of the
Bagel Boys, a group of West Marin artists who gathered every Tuesday morning at the Woodacre Market.
In a Point Reyes Light article in 2017 they said this about Harry. He is “a Woodacre resident who has lived
most of his 92 years in service to a lineage of abstract expressionists”. We were honored to show Harry’s art
at the Community Center.
Sue Barnes of Woodacre passed away on September 28th. Sue was born in New York City in 1955. She
moved to West Marin in 1972, she first lived in Samuel P. Taylor State Park. She then lived and worked at
the Old Viking in Lagunitas. Our hearts go out to Sue’s daughter Jessica, her husband Jack, and her three
grandchildren, Collin, Taya, and Kylie. Sue will be missed by her family and friends.
Ryan Easton-Brown, 35, of Lagunitas, passed away on September 25th. Ryan was born at his family’s home
in Lagunitas, April 19, 1984, loving son of Dyann and Alex Easton-Brown, brother of Janelle Yancey, and
uncle to Cooper Hochman, both of Novato. Ryan attended the Montessori preschool and elementary program at Lagunitas School, graduating from Drake High in 2002. He last worked at Andy’s Local Market in
San Rafael. Our hearts go to Ryan’s family.

Don’t forget that donations of food are always welcome at the Food Bank, so organize a
food drive at your church, community or youth group today, and we’ll specially thank you
in the next issue of Stone Soup!
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Arts & Events
Saturday, December 7, 2019

Holiday Arts Faire
An enlivening tradition for 50 years . . .
Bring family and friends to enjoy a festive afternoon of
musical performances, green workshop, silent auction, a visit
with Santa and, of course, the Crafts Faire!
Don’t miss it!

Schedule:
Rebecca Maloney knitted work

Food -Ongoing
Greens Workshop—ongoing
11 am - Crafts and Artisans -ongoing
12:30 -1:15 Music with Dani
1:15 -2 pm Santa
1:30 - Dylan Thomas’ A Child’s Christmas in Wales Valley
Room featuring Jim Griffiths, Muniera Kadrie, Suzanne
Sadowsky and others

Liz Lauter aprons and more
Rachel Levy Bencheton jewelry

2:45 pm Terry Shea and Lagunitas School band
4 pm Tim Cain
5 pm close

Bob Buscho wooden bowls

Marty Meade glass work

Jan Buscho paintings

Cornelia Nevitt ceramic chickens
Susan Shahinian glass work
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Scrafs by Barbara and Anna

Friday, December 20, 8 pm

Butterfly pieces/Pedazos de mariposa by Aura Tantadel
Donation-based
I am wind and earth with butterfly pieces
Soy tierra y viento con pedazos de mariposa
I want to ease the pain and let go
Quiero soltarlo todo y calmar el dolor
To be free, to be me
Ser libre, ser yo
There and now, then and here
Allá y ahora, entonces y aquí
I want to believe it is possible to heal
Quiero creer que es posible sanar
Butterfly pieces is a dance experiment to transition through change. I was diagnosed with PostConcussion Syndrome (PCS) and this is my way to share and transform my own experience. PCS
is “a mild form of traumatic brain injury”. I invite you to witness a way to transform this experience through movement.
Pedazos de Mariposa es un experimento para encontrar una transición a través de la danza. Fui
diagnosticada con Síndrome de Post-Concusión (SPC). SPC es “una lesión traumática cerebral ligera”. Te invito a ser testigo y transformar esta experiencia a través del movimiento.
Aura Tantadel is a loving, magical, inclusive and fun human, born and raised in Mexico City. With
a BA from London Contemporary Dance School and MA in Arts Management. As a transformational coach, she has led workshops and certifications for artists and entrepreneurs. Aura has
performed and choreographed in New York, London, Palermo, Norway, Scotland, Spain and just
recently moved to San Geronimo. She has been sponsored by INBA, El Tomo Suelto, Quebec
Embassy and Oxfam. Founder of M.I.M. and the non-profit Müuval Collective

Sunday, December 15th, 3 pm & 7 pm - 2 shows!

Michael McQuilkin Family Music Hour XVIII

2020 Winter Gallery Art Shows
at the Maurice Del Mué Galleries
Valley Room — Enter through Lobby
West Room — Adjoining Valley Room
JANUARY
Valley Room		
10th Annual Senior Lunch Group Art Show
West Room		
10th Annual Senior Lunch Group Art Show
Reception Sunday, January 12, 4-7 pm
FEBRUARY
Valley Room		
Connie Smith Siegel
West Room		
Connie Smith Siegel
Reception Sunday, February 9, 4-7 pm
MARCH
Valley Room		
Michael Miller
West Room		
Neriah Levin
Reception Sunday, March 8, 4-7 pm
APRIL
Valley Room		
Kathy Beckerley
West Room		
Kathy Piscioneri
Reception Sunday, April 12, 4-7 pm
Also coming in May: 30th annual Spring Art Show

Visual Arts
by Larry Rippee
Shows worth seeing

Lagunitas School Multipurpose Room, 1 Lagunitas Road, San Geronimo
(around the corner from SGVCC)
$10 suggested donation

I’m proud of the artworks the Center has had
the opportunity to show the community; proud
to be associated with such a remarkable community of artists.

Join us for a special evening of music featuring some of the
Valley’s greatest musical talent!

If you came by during the last 12 months to see the works on the wall—thank
you. If you didn’t, here’s what you missed:

Singers featured this year are the Chavez singers, Alexa
Davidson, Tealy Gapinski, Kira Thelin, the McQuilkin brothers, Andrew Giacomini, Katherine Wethington, Ingigo Jenkins,
Ken Adams, Kevin Meade, Isabella Andrews, Lila Fox, John
Cunningham, Cindy Purkey, Mwanza Furaha, with special
newcomers Mariale Healy, Zeke Cunningham, and Wayne
and Reese Patton. The Valley All-Star band with the Lagunitas
Horns.

The 9th annual Senior Lunch Group Show

Come find out why this event has been packed every time—it’s
so much fun! Bring the whole family—it’s a great reunion for
the returning college students and everyone else.
KIDS WELCOME! “Music brings families together!”

Saturday, March 14, 4 pm

“The Borrowed World: Landscapes in Poems and Photographs,” by poet Barbara
Swift Brauer and photographer Laurence Brauer celebrating National Poetry
Month (with guest readings by poets Gerald Fleming, Cathryn Shea, Erin Rodini
and Doreen Stock)
The 29th Annual Spring Art Show (with nearly 100 participating artists and a free
musical concert night by Rivertown Trio)
The 8th annual Photography group show
The 2019 Youth Poster Contest presented by Bruce Burtch
Solo exhibits “Controlled Chaos” by Gaetano DeFelice and “Standing Together”
by Peg Hunter

Annual St. Patrick’s Day Youth Talent Show

Lars Johnson and ‘The Bagel Boys and Girls’ (Karen Worth, Jon Newman and the
late Harry Cohen) Silent Art Auction

Lagunitas School Multipurpose Room
$15 adults, $12 Senior, $8 Children. Family of 3 or more $35.
With MC Extraordinaire Jasper Thelin! And assistant MC Alexander McQuilkin!
4:00 pm Younger Kids 5:00 pm Dinner 6:00 pm Older Youth

The 10th Pressing Matters: Printmakers Group Show

Save the date for a rollicking good St. Patrick’s Day celebration bringing together our whole community for a worthy cause! Local youth talent ranging in age from the single digits to their teens
will blow our minds with stellar performances to benefit the Community Center After School
Programs. One of the Center’s all-time favorite events. It’s a great opportunity for the kids to
stretch to the next level, building confidence and public presentation skills. Encourage them to
begin planning their acts now!
The show is open to youth who are grammar and high school-aged. The majority of the kids are
from the Lagunitas School District but we usually have kids from Nicasio, Ross Valley, private
schools and home school.
All proceeds support scholarships for SGVCC After School Programs, keeping them accessible for
all the families that need them. Thank you for continuing to purchase tickets for the whole family,
including performers. If your family is experiencing a hardship that would make that impossible,
please contact Howie Cort to make sliding scale arrangements.

‘Where We Call Home’ group show of the Valley curated by Anne Faught (with an
evening featuring local poets Gerald Fleming, Molly Giles, Barbara Brauer, Richard
Lang, DB Finnegan and Albert Flynn DeSilver)
I urge everyone to drop by at some time (in between the meetings, yoga classes,
workshops and other events at this busy venue) to see the level of creativity your
neighbors are capable of.
If you have children attending school encourage them to drop by after school and
take a look (or better yet, as some parents do, bring them by the galleries when
you pick them up). It’s an absolutely rare occurrence for a school district to have
an onsite active art gallery—and something to take advantage of.
Upcoming shows in 2020 include the 10th Annual Senior Lunch group art show
in January as well as solo exhibits by Connie Smith Siegel, Michael Miller, Neriah
Levin, Kathy Beckerley , Kathy Piscioneri and much more. Make sure to take a
look—we’ll have shows worth seeing.
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Alphabet Soup

Poems from Open Classroom and Middle School Students

Compliled by Martha Allen
My Life as a Wooden Spool
by Dillon Parsons

I’m just your regular wooden spool you would think at a glance
But you’ll see I’m much more if you give me a chance
I’m covered in pink string, the shade of dawning light
And my wood smells like a construction site
There’s a hole in my middle where my heart used to be
But it’s been drilled right through as you can see
I’m good at holding things together, except for my life
And I have been through a lot of strife
I’ve been judged for having pink string, been called a girl’s color and more
I’ve been disregarded, chewed on by kids, and thrown to the floor
Now you know my life as a spool
And as you can tell it’s not very cool

Pancakes

Ode to a Pencil
by Bridgit Goodwin
A pencil, you are a legend no one cares about
Containing all my thoughts
Writing it down on paper
A pencil can be a writer’s imagination
To doodle on the world
A pencil is like a magnet
Attracting all the ideas from my brain
On to paper
A pencil is a fountain of ideas
Spouting words onto the page
The invisible servant
A pencil is a writer’s medium
Creating a masterpiece
The unwanted god
You are the pillars of progress
It was as if I loved the waves without the sea
Which gave them space to everlast
Pencil, how could I have loved earth, sky, nature
Without loving you

The Front Door

by Jai Hudson

by Zane Edwards

I remember the Pancake Breakfast
Working in the fire station
On the 4th of July,
Eating the soft pancake
And the greasy sausages
And the eggs and drinking milk.
I remember it well.

The front door, old and shabby,
It creaks when it opens
And it creaks when it closes
The paint peels off slowly
As the time goes by.
The porch is trying to say hi,
But the front door,
Older and older it gets.

I Can Remember
by Keenan Clarke

Now it is Christmas
And it is cold
I can remember when
It was summer
But now I lie under
My covers
And drink hot cocoa
From a big mug.

Lies

by Emily Goodwin
Lies do not do you any good
But they do not wish to harm you.
A lie is delicate
And can shatter at any moment.
A lie is to not accept
Who you really are.
A lie is a shard of glass,
Sharp but smooth.

Rosy Cheeks

by Anna Messerer
The first time I saw my niece,
I had to go on a surprisingly short plane ride.
I remember the dim hospital room,
With a brand new baby inside.
She had rosy little cheeks,
Which welled a tear in my eye.
Her perfect little lips,
Were stuck in a pout.
When we went to my sister’s house,
My niece slept like a cub.
When I held her she smiled,
Then slept for an hour.
I couldn’t move an inch
For her rosy cheeks kept me in place.
Her tiny fingers kept me in place too.
So did her feet,
Her pale nose,
And her bright, but tiny blue eyes.
And at that moment,
I thought to myself,
That I could never leave her side.

Reflections
by Suzanne Sadowsky
Life Interrupted
I was at home on Saturday afternoon, October 26, 2019 when
the lights went out at about 4:30 pm. I had been getting text notices all week from the
Sheriff ’s office and PG&E about possible electrical outages. Strong winds and hot dry
heat had already caused yet another cataclysmic fire north of here—the Kincaid Fire near
Healdsburg was on TV. We were advised to “prepare.”
We’ve had lots of power outages here in the Valley over the years, so many of us are kind of
used to living without electricity for periods of time—sometimes just for a few hours but often
for a day or two, I remember one year, maybe it was in 1982, when I was without power for
a week. A winter storm brought down trees and electric lines in my neighborhood—we were
able to stay with my friend Laurie whose home was not affected by the outage.
This time it was different. It was not just me and people on my street and nearby who
were affected. It wasn’t just small areas of some of our Valley villages. It was all of the
Valley, all of Marin County and large portions of neighboring counties. We knew it was
coming, but we didn’t know exactly when, or how long, or how widespread the electric
power outage would last. And we also didn’t know if an electric spark or explosion could
ignite another fire closer to home in our hills and valleys. Would we have to evacuate?
Would we lose our homes, would we lose “everything”?
We survived. But this recent episode was for me a wake-up call. Well, not really a wakeup call, because I consider myself to be relatively “woke.” But more of a reminder. A
reminder to be prepared. Prepared to leave my home, if necessary, with a warm coat and
important papers, medicines, and a tank full of gas and a phone charger, my laptop and
my grandmother’s candle sticks. Prepared to have a flashlight, plenty of candles, prepared
foods at home if I don’t have to leave. I was lucky to have heat from a propane heater. But
some of my friends were very cold. I read two good books by natural light during the day
and by candlelight at night.
Power came back after five days on Wednesday, October 30th, the day before Halloween.
We had learned a lot. We learned that we had each other, we had friends and family who
were helping each other. We learned how to adjust to the changes in our circumstances. It

Page 12 SGV Community Center Stone Soup

was a reminder of how much we rely on electronics—TV, smart phones, and the internet—
to be connected to one another, but that we cannot rely on those means alone—we need
each other. We need personal contact and we need public spaces to help make that happen.
On Sunday night, October 27—the day after the outage began, hundreds of people who
had to evacuate their homes in Sonoma County—were sheltered at the Civic Center. The
Marin Organizing Council’s 10-year Anniversary Convention was displaced. Instead of
cancelling the event, the planners were able to move it to Congregation Rodef Shalom
in San Rafael which had power from generators. More than 700 people from nonprofits
and different faith organizations from all over Marin County drove in darkened streets,
showed up and crowded the space in unity and support. The San Geronimo Valley was
well represented.
The outage reminded me of the older isolated people living in our community, and
elsewhere, who might not so easily adjust to being without electric power. And I remember that there are displaced people all over the world who are living in tents, millions
of people without fresh water for months and even years on end. I am reminded that
our Founding Father’s didn’t have electricity when they penned our Declaration of
Independence from a foreign government, or to draft the Articles and Amendments to
the Constitution of the United States. (I also am reminded that we didn’t have Founding
Mothers, and that it’s only been 100 years that woman have had the right to vote.)
We survived and we adjusted to the recent interruption. Sometimes the interruptions are
not so easy to accept. The loss of a loved one, or a friend or neighbor. The loss of memory. There seems to be a lot of that going on in my neck of the woods. Our recent interruption also reminds me of the meaning of an old Yiddish expression—a bit of Jewish wit
and wisdom, and my first lesson in existentialism: “Der mentsh trakht un got lakht.” Man
plans, and God laughs.
It is up to each of us and all of us to do whatever we can to be prepared, as a community
and as individuals to take care and to be safe. I also remind myself that each life, and every
day, is full of surprises. As my nephew Richard used to say when he was a kid -- years before
he became an attorney (and full-time philosopher): “Life is like a can of tuna fish: sometimes it’s good, and sometimes it’s not so good.” Sometimes wonderful, sometimes scary,
sometimes good and sometimes not so good, and I am always mindful that right in the
middle of everything, there will be changes and interruptions. It takes some time and reflection getting used to these reminders. Maybe time to toss coins for the I Ching.

Wilderness Calls Tonight’s Sky
by Paul Berensmeier
Fox Energy
Ohh . . . to come home after a long trip . . . cresting White’s Hill
. . . ahh . . . the San Geronimo Valley . . . its surrounding hills reaching out to me . . .
a big golden embrace . . . home again. Spirit Rock in first light . . . mysteriously misty.
Forest Knolls . . . where Grandpa (“Santa”) lived . . . Lagunitas . . . where mom and dad
live . . . up Alta Ave . . . where I used to run to school as a boy. . . .
What’s that? . . . a four-legged deftly pads across the road. Thin legs . . . sharp snout . . .
ears pointed . . . long tail horizontal . . . keen mannerisms . . . “A fox!” Quiet . . . ease up
to where he disappeared . . . peak down into the forest and creek bed. Carefully scan the
area at ground level . . . nothing. . . .
Fox . . . how can you disappear into thin air? Are you showing me Fox energy? . . . the
ability to blend in . . . to meld into one’s surroundings in harmony . . . to become unseen
. . . one with the environment. What can I learn from you today? . . . adaptability? . . .
observation? . . . integration? Do we not listen today? Do we not really see you . . . and
no longer learn from your great skills?
I pause . . . clear my mind of distracting thoughts . . . soften my focus . . . letting the
shapes of the trees and the energy of the forest guide my gaze. As if by magic my eyes
meet Fox eyes . . . he is looking at me inquisitively . . . directly across from me . . . high
up in a bay laurel . . . the only canine that can climb straight up a tree. Suddenly . . .
back feet clawing the bark like a cat . . . he swiftly climbs down . . . head first! . . . blending into a thicket. Fox . . . I have finally seen you climb in a tree. . . .
I walk to the garden to pick tomatoes with my dad . . . all the while telling him my Fox
tale. Lee stops in his tracks . . . “Look,” he whispers. We spot the bushy horizontal tail
of Fox disappearing behind a brick terrace in our garden . . . which is supposed to be
protected from wildlife by our six foot high wire fence! How did you get in there? He
reappears . . . not concerned with us in the least . . . carefully checking out each of the
four terraced brick planters. Is he smelling the tomatoes? . . . looking for grasshoppers? . .
. gophers?

(Dec–Feb)

by Rich Lohman
As we move into and through December, we have a nice “planetary treat” in store for us. Very
early in the month, low in the western sky at sunset, we’ll see a 3-planet lineup of Saturn, Venus
and Jupiter, in that order left to right. Venus will be the brightest. Both Jupiter and Saturn will
be setting (going lower each night) while Venus will be rising the entire month. As a result,
Jupiter will be very difficult to see after about December 5th.
The highlight of the month will be on the dates of December 8-13. During those nights we’ll
be treated to a Saturn-Venus “do-si-do”. On December 8th, just after 6 pm, you’ll see Saturn
just above Venus. Venus will be much brighter. On succeeding nights you’ll see Saturn going
lower and Venus going higher, so that Saturn will end up below and slightly to the right of
Venus. Toward the end of the month Saturn will also be difficult to find as it descends into the
sunset. At that point Venus will become our traditional “evening star”, and she’ll continue to get
higher and higher each night into January and February. Look on December 28th for a lovely
pairing between Venus and a very thin crescent moon.
Wait until late January and early February for the better-known winter constellations. In midJanuary you’ll find the easily-recognized Orion (with the 3 belt stars) rising in the East, along
with Taurus and Gemini. Taurus will be above Orion. Gemini will be to the East. (Rotate
the figure shown about 45 degrees counter-clockwise for the correct orientation.) Look for
the bright stars: Sirius (the brightest, very low below Orion); Betelgeuse (reddish, Orion’s left
shoulder) and Aldebaran (reddish, part of the bull’s face). You might also note bluish-white
Rigel at the right foot of Orion along with Castor and Pollux, the twin stars of Gemini. Finally,
following on a near straight line upward from Sirius, through Orion’s 3 belt stars and through
Aldebaran, you’ll find the Pleiades, a beautiful open star cluster. It’s easily seen with the naked
eye as a cloudy patch just above Taurus. Binoculars will give you an exquisite view of a number
of sparkling stars. The Pleiades is also called the “7 seven sisters” as well as being the symbol for
the Subaru automobile. And speaking of binocular views, swing them down and below Orion’s
belt to the short chain of stars (Orion’s scabbard) hanging down from the belt. In the middle of
that chain you’ll find a fuzzy region, the Orion Nebula, a star nursery!
Feel free to email me if you have questions: richneal@pacbell.net

We quickly sneak into the house and get Jean. Carefully we all peak around the corner
into the garden . . . nothing! . . . we peak behind the planters . . . he’s nowhere to be
found. Fox . . . where did you go? Are you giving us a message? A lesson that we can be
silent . . . harmonizing with our environment . . . unseen . . . that we too can go into
places others think we can’t . . . that we too can camouflage into the foliage if need be . .
. and be one with our surroundings . . . in balance? Are you reminding us to change our
perspective once in a while . . . by climbing a tree?
Fox . . . thank you for coming to teach our family . . . Fox Energy. . . .

Dirt First
by Will McQuilkin

Ah, winter. As we move into the evening of the year, and the air
turns cold as iron and nips at exposed skin, there’s ample time to
consider your garden, and help it grow.
Winter is an excellent time to mulch your garden with a good helping of compost,
thereby ensuring that the water from the winter rains is able to stay in the soil. Mulching
and composting will allow water to penetrate into your soil, rather than run-off with your
topsoil. Oh, and I know I’ve said it before, but planting a cover crop in the Fall is one
of the easiest ways to add organic matter, and help your garden retain water. Winter rye,
field peas, ryegrass, crimson clover, and hairy vetch make an excellent fall/winter cover
crop, and can be planted before a rain and left to grow until everything begins to flower
and seed in the spring. Then, you can mow it, cut it, or otherwise bring it down to earth
in early March(ish), thus returning the organic matter (and nitrogen) to your soil. Pretty
neat, huh? Oh, and by planting a cover crop, your garden will absorb even more wonderful winter rain.

You’ll notice I keep going on about the winter rain . . . I’m noticing it too. Could be
because it’s important, yet we often don’t think about it until it floods, or doesn’t come at
all. But lately my partner has been talking about water quite a lot. She’s concerned with
the amount we’re using—particularly how much we’re using in our farms and gardens,
and how much we waste. That got me thinking about ways we can more effectively use
and conserve water in our garden. Water is essential to gardening, and cultivating life of
any kind. So keeping it in the ground, allowing it to penetrate deep into the soil and fill
all the little pores within the earth is absolutely essential. By covering your exposed soil
with mulch, compost, and/or a cover crop, you’ll be helping to return some water to the
soil. Not only that, your soil may even save water for the spring and summer, decreasing
the necessity for water use during the dry months.
I nearly forgot! Good crops to plant in the winter include (but are not limited to): broccoli, chard, arugula, leeks, brussels sprouts (did you know it was brussels, not brussel???),
kale, beets, and most other things that needn’t flower to be tasty. Happy planting, y’all!
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SGV Healthy Community Collaborative
About the Healthy Community Collaborative
Since 1996 the Community Center has hosted monthly meetings of the San Geronimo Valley Healthy Community Collaborative (HCC). The collaborative gives local organizations
and individuals the opportunity to gather at the Community Center and share information about the work they do on behalf of our Valley community. Each member organization of
the collaborative is invited to submit a short update on recent activities and information on upcoming events that reflect the collaborative community composition of the HCC. Each
member organization is responsible for the content and accuracy of their submission. The HCC meets on the second Wednesday of the month 3:30-5 pm. Our next meeting is on
December 11, 2019. If you would like to come to the meetings, send an email to dcort@sgvcc.org

San Geronimo Valley Affordable Housing Assoc. West Marin Senior Services
Our Shared Housing Workshop on October 19th was educational, eye-opening, and exciting!
It was first in a series of workshops on the topic of “Making Room in the Valley.” An expert
panel consisting of representatives from the County of Marin, Marin Community Foundation,
CLAM (Community Land Trust Association of West Marin) and SGVAHA discussed coming
changes in affordable housing and renter protections. We also heard from a number of Valley
residents who are walking the walk: co-living and thriving in a variety of shared arrangements.
Shared housing and co-living are not new concepts; but they are gaining popularity as affordable homes are becoming more scarce and many Americans are realizing the benefits of living
in community. We at SGVAHA help facilitate shared housing in a number of ways. Our Real
Community Rentals program assists homeowners who want to create affordable second units.
Qualified property owners are eligible for waived or reduced permit fees, zero-interest loans up
to $35,000 with principal deferred, and more. Have an empty room you’d like to fill? We can
help screen and pair tenants! Let’s make room in the Valley- together!
For more information on the shared possibilities above, contact Mark Switzer at (415) 8588320 or mark@sgvaha.org.

Is 2020 the year for YOU to Volunteer?
In light of our recent power outages, home bound older adults were benefited by visitors from
West Marin Senior Services. We were able, with the help of volunteers, to deliver food and to
spend time discussing and lending support to help reduce fear and uncertainty to seniors at
home. Neighbors worked to care for each other and communities were strengthened. If you
would like to be a part of creating a strong link with the older adults in your area, lend support and benefit yourself, WMSS is looking for YOU.
West Marin Senior Services volunteer opportunities:
• Home Delivered Meal Drivers
• Friendly Visitors
• Volunteer Drivers
•
Contact WMSS for more information 415-663-8148 x104, email amena@wmss.org or visit
us at wmss.org

The River Otter Ecology Project
With fall come the salmon…and river otters are very
interested in salmon (as well as crayfish, dragonflies, and
every other delicious morsel they find in the river)! We
work to support watersheds by showing how otter recovery
is linked to waterwshed conservation and good restoration. Check out our website, riverotterecology.org and our
Facebook page, for information and videos. If you see an
otter, please input your sighting at www.riverotterecology.
org. Our sightings have given the CDFW the information to increase the river otter range map by 4,100 square
miles! The information is used by land and water managers in help make good decisions about restoration and land
management.

Gan HaLev
Gan HaLev, Jewish Congregation in San Geronimo Valley for 27 years. Gan HaLev means
Garden of the Heart, in Hebrew.
Gan HaLev members and friends come from all over Marin County. We are unaffiliated and
are post-denominational — our community comes from diverse religious backgrounds.
We invite you to participate and experience Jewish life. Our events are lay or Rabbi led. We
recently participated in the annual Interfaith Forum in the valley.

San Geronimo Community Presbyterian Church
Christmas Eve December 24 at 5 pm, we invite all to our moving Candleight & Carols service.
Worship every Sunday at 11 am.”
Thanks for another Holly Fair with great food, fun with neighbors, holiday shopping, and fellowship. Thanks to all volunteers, and for the wonderful donations! Holly Fair benefits the
entire community: Honor Food pantry, 12-step programs, disaster and emergency resources.
Our partner this year was San Geronimo Childcare Center, offering quality education at
affordable rates (ages 18 months to 5 years).
In order to serve individuals and families in the SGV, Nicasio and West Marin, the Honor
Pantry has NEW HOURS! It is OPEN every day: Sunday 1 - 5 pm and Monday - Saturday,
2:30 - 5 pm. Please limit each day’s items to ONE PAPER SHOPPING BAG (or equivalent).

San Geronimo Community Presbyterian Church is at 6001 SF Drake Blvd, corner of Nicasio
Valley Rd. Phone 488-9318.

Gan HaLev, a member of MOC (Marin Organizing Committee) is active and engaged in
social justice and advocacy on various local issues such as aging, housing, and mental health.
There are many ways to participate.
We invite you to join us in creating Jewish experiences. We are making plans to have gatherings once a month; perhaps a Shabbat or holiday gathering; or a movie night; or trips
to Museums; or a Shabbous stroll, etc. For this month we plan a “Film Discussion” on
December 15… details to follow. Next month the Jewish American Bookclub will meet at the
Fairfax Library on January 8.
We welcome any ideas and/or organizing an event of your passion, or hosting a Shabbat.
Please be in touch with us.
Call or email, shalom@ganhalev.org; and visit our website www.ganhalev.org
415.488.4524
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Music abounds on Christmas Eve!

Valley Emergency Readiness Group (VERG)
GET READY SGV! Research shows that folks that are prepared for a disaster survive at a
higher rate and recover faster. VERG, in collaboration with Marin County Fire Department,
is offering FREE, disaster preparedness classes for our Valley residents. Our goal is to have
50% of the households in the Valley trained in the Get Ready Class. Stay tuned for the 2020
schedule.
VERG volunteers have been active this Fall, providing a First Aide Station for the SGVCC
50th Anniversary celebration, assisting with the Pt. Reyes CERT training, organizing and
staffing a charging station during the PSPS as well as our usual neighborhood organization
support, radio drills, stocking and maintaining our disaster trailers and now a coordinated and
comprehensive Valley-wide Disaster Plan. We welcome your support.
Our last meeting of the year will be held in early December. For information: sgvalleyer@gmail.com

San Geronimo Valley Lions
We, along with many other members of our Valley are saddened by the loss of Dave O’Connor.
Dave was a proud member of the SGV Lions for over 20 years and participated in every event
and program that we had including building the bus shelters, Annual Crab Feed, Fourth of July
Festivities and Rebuilding the Valley projects. We miss him and wish the best for his wife Joan.
One of Dave’s favorite activities was to go around Fairfax and San Anselmo in his cowboy hat to
all the businesses and secure items for the live and silent auction for the Crab Feed. Dave was
relentless and got many great items that brought in a lot of money for the auctions! And speaking of the Crab Feed – keep your eyes out for the feed in 2020! Usually the end of January!
Our website is http://e-clubhouse.org/sites/sgvalley/ or call Allison 415 456-0147

Rotary Club of West Marin

Around the world, there are at least 1,200,000 members in 32,000 clubs in more than 200
countries and geographical areas. Rotary is extraordinary in its service to the world. Each club
is autonomous, non-governmental, non-political and non-religious. Rotarians enjoy fun and
fellowship. The Rotary Foundation’s Ambassadorial Scholarships program is the world’s largest
privately funded international scholarship program. Exchanges promote cultural understanding by fostering the free flow of ideas and opportunities across borders. Rotary clubs around
the world address critical issues including poverty, hunger, need for water, illiteracy, burns of
children (Rotoplast), health clinics (Rotacare) and peace are just some of the global pursuits.
Rotary is only limited by the imagination of those wishing to make a difference.
In Rotary, there is a Four-Way Test of the things we think, say or do.
1. Is it the TRUTH?
2. Is it FAIR to all concerned?
3. Will it build GOOD WILL and BETTER FRIENDSHIPS?
4. Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned?

Marin County Parks
Roy’s Redwoods Restoration
In the mid-19th century, redwood forests across West Marin hummed
with the burr of metal saws and the roar of crashing timber. Wagons and
boats hauled lumber across the Bay Area, to frame Victorian homes in San
Francisco, or make paper at local mills. By a rare stroke of luck, a single
virgin grove in Lagunitas remained untouched. Roy’s Redwoods went on to endure a
1960’s proposal to build a freeway through the middle of the trees, as well as impromptu
hippie communes. Purchased by the county in 1978, this precious stand now provides
visitors with a glimpse of the awe-inspiring coastal spires that once covered millions of
acres in California. It’s one of only four remaining old-growth redwood groves in Marin.
Some of the giants in 293-acre Roy’s Redwoods are aged at five hundred years.
Scientists have learned that redwoods thrive in soft, spongy soils that allow their vast,
shallow root systems to breathe while drawing up hundreds of gallons of surface water.
They like to be surrounded by a humus-rich understory filled with compatible moistureloving plants, including sword ferns and mosses. Redwood leaves comb water from fog,
gathering tiny droplets from the air into bigger drops that fall to the ground. This cool,
humid atmosphere with a natural drip system creates the magic of a redwood forest.

Dave O’Connor

San Geronimo Childcare Center
The SGCC is hopping having added two new teachers to our staff (Toddler and Preschool
rooms) and enrichment programs through the Fairfax Library and weekly music sessions with
the talented Dani Levi.
The Childcare Center partnered this year with the Presbyterian church to host the annual
Holly Fair, Nov. 8 & 9. Creative parents did some rebranding using the property’s train history, creating “It’s a CHOO CHOO HULLABALOO at the HOLLY FAIR”. Thank you to
everyone that came and supported the Holly Fair, through donations or participation.
The Fall season sported an all Center trip to the Nicasio Pumpkin Patch and a special
“Gathering to Give Thanks “ lunch, put on by the Preschool children. The children chopped
vegetables for a vegetable soup, baked muffins made butter and decorated and set the tables
for their guests. It has become a cherished tradition.

Dani Levy delights the Toddlers with her weekly music sessions.

In recent decades, foot traffic has compacted the soils in Roy’s Redwoods—depleting the
soil of oxygen, exposing sensitive tree roots, constraining the flow of the creek, and trampling understory vegetation. It is increasingly difficult for the trees to gather the water and
nutrients they need. Over the past year, Parks staff have been collaborating with One Tam
scientists and consultant Restoration Design Group on concepts to support the redwoods,
informed by conversations with local environmental non-profits, and interested residents.
The team also surveyed 117 visitors and conducted onsite events to learn about the community’s favorite locations, most beloved
trees, and where kids like to play.
In summer, the team released a site analysis and concepts to restore and enhance
the grove. Jon Campo, County Parks
senior natural resource planner, spoke at a
public meeting held on July 31 at the San
Geronimo Valley Community Center. He
explained the importance of slowing fastflowing streams that have become artificially narrowed, helping seasonal waters
to spread and meander through the
forest, softening the soil, and recharging
the aquifer. Illustrations showed a series
of connected loops traveling through
high-interest areas, allowing unsustainTrampled Redwood Forest
able social trails to be de-compacted and
re-vegetated to return back to a natural
state. A section of looped trail would be
optimized for inclusive access while a log
scramble and a nature exploration area
would allow for a more playful experience. After reviewing the concepts, and
asking questions, the audience broke into
applause, out of love for their redwoods.
The design team has incorporated community feedback into a preferred concept
design, is refining design details, including trail alignments and creek crossings,
and looks forward to presenting design
progress this coming spring. For project
updates visit marincountyparks.org.
Healthy Redwood Forest
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Movie Muse
by Peter Oppenheimer
The most mind-bending, exhilarating, and with a sense of something
even more wonderous awaiting just-out-of-reach, experience I had at
this year’s Mill Valley Film Festival was one I got to have nine times on
the big screen during the festival and several times since via YouTube:
the brilliantly edited trailer for the festival itself.

Upon reaching Bosnia, Alma initially stays with her cousin, Emir, who makes it clear he
resents her presence. She proceeds to fall in love/lust with Emir’s “intern,” a gopher and
accomplice in Emir’s shady “business” dealings. Again, all of this unfolds under the influence
of an almost unimaginable array of startling visual composition choices that can either enlarge
the perspective of events depicted or narrow-in with a laser focus. At times I felt as if almost
every frame contained some novel revelation of sorts. Plot turns come often and with similarly
unexpected detours, twists and close calls.

Every film festival has what is called a Signature Film, which in a couple minutes gives an
aesthetic representation of the spirit of that year’s festival. The Signature Film is then screened
before every movie shown at the festival. Most are cute and pretty to look at. Once or twice.
But by the third viewing, I’m usually doing/thinking something else as a more entertaining
option of how to spend that 2 minutes. This year’s MVFF Signature Film, the above mentioned “trailer,” goes far beyond all that.
Every clip in this trailer was taken from one of the 200 plus films featured at this year’s festival.
One time I foreswore the fun ride to count clips. There are 113 clips on display in two and
a half minutes. Though they come fast and furious, each one transmits a powerful moving
image, enshrining various shades and hues of emotion and spiritual presence. Each, in its very
fleetingness, is suggestive of something transcendent.
The particular sequence and grouping of the scores of clips suggest threads running through
this year’s festival, making of it a single, integral tapestry. Only after viewing these fireworks of
brief cinematic images multiple times do some of the themes, resonances and patterns become
palpable.

Finally, what Alma discovers once she gets to the hospital to meet her father is equally unexpected. While I did not resonate with every single narrative choice, I thoroughly enjoyed this
film and the ride it took me on. And no one can say that Take Me Somewhere Nice doesn’t
come to a rousing and convincing climax.

The festival goer is rewarded for serial attendance, as upon repeated viewings of the trailer,
one begins to recognize clips from festival films previously seen, which through these clip(s)
become freighted with the experiences and emotions evoked in their entirety. In several cases
the trailer clip shifted or deepened my appreciation of the film I’d already seen. Part of the fun
of the trailer is seeing how quickly you can recognize one famous actor or another appearing
for just a second or two. Hey wasn’t that Eddie Murray? Scarlett Johansson? Robert de Niro?
Penelope Cruz? Matt Damon?

My second festival favorite this year was the controversial and provocative comedy, JoJo Rabbi
(New Zealand). Set in Germany during World War Two, JJR follows the exploits and maturation of an endearingly innocent 10-year-old boy, JoJo, who in his struggle to make sense of the
war and hatred of his society, creates and develops an intimate relationship with an imaginary
friend, Adolph Hitler.

Many of the images are powerful enough to qualify as desktop backgrounds. From Intense
close-ups to wide open spaces. From Celebration to Agonization. Shadows, tenderness, fierce
concentration, scenes seen through windows, mirrors and doorways. A mix of ages, genders,
ethnicities, and class signifiers. Various states of striving and resignation, ease and strife.
Whoever selected and edited these clips should win an Oscar for a newly-minted category,
“Best Festival Signature Film.”.
Ultimately the “42nd MVFF Trailer” (search for it online), in two and a half minutes, reflects
much of what is most potent, inspirational and aspirational about the art of Cinema, which in
turn magnifies and clarifies something essential about life, something which often remains hidden in plain sight in our everyday lives.

The two closest antecedents I can think of for this film, at its heart a comedy, are the brilliant
Oscar winning dramedy Life is Beautiful, and the delightful comic strip Calvin and Hobbes.
Both of those works of art similarly mine some of life’s knottier problems for both humor and
pathos.

The mind-numbing array of clips in the 42nd MVFF Trailer is indicative of the artistry and
worth of the films on display this year. One of my favorites was Take Me Somewhere Nice
(Netherlands/Bosnia), which with its thrillingly fresh style seems to announce a new direction
for film, as Millennials begin to infuse their vison into the canon. TMSN (written and directed
by 32-year-old Eva Sendijarivec) follows Alma, a free-spirited teenager living with her mother
in Holland, who decides on a whim, and against her mother’s wishes, to travel to Bosnia to
visit the father she has never met who is now ill in a hospital.
From the start the viewer is thrust into unusual and slightly disorienting perspectives, camera
angles and close-ups, with many unexpected yet strangely beautiful shots from above or below.
One such is when Alma is looking up at the stars, and we feel as if we are among the stars
looking down at her, or in another as we watch her check into a hotel from the perspective
of a reflection on the reception counter. The exceptionally lively and fanciful color palette is
another fresh and invigorating flourish.

The plot gets even stickier when JoJo discovers that his mother, played by Scarlett Johansson,
is protectively hiding a young Jewish girl in their attic, provoking a battle of wits and wills
between JoJo and his imaginary friend about what is to be done. I highly recommend this film
scheduled for a late November theatrical release and online streaming sometime next year.

Support Your Community Center

Facility Rentals Available

•

Make a monthly contribution

•

Contribute stocks, bonds, real estate or a vehicle

•

Make a planned gift to the Community Center through your estate planning.
To donate, visit www.sgvcc.org
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For gatherings large and small, consider holding your next event
at the Community Center!

•
•

Community Gym and Loft hourly rentals available; ask for details.
Rental discounts for community events and for Community Center contributors.
For more information, contact Poko at 488-8888, 250, or pgiacomini@sgvcc.org.
Or go to sgvcc.org/about/rentals

Valley Games VII
by Jasper Thelin, VG Commissioner

The adult division was won by Buck Chavez’s one-under-par, with Hobie Owen and Greg Reis
tying for second.

Valley Games VII is in the books, and it was the closest ever!

Obstacle Course, honcho’d by Manny Arroyo: Under-10 age bracket winners were Thatcher
(1st, SG), Reese (2nd, FK) and Ben (3rd, SG).

Woodacre’s Wild Turkeys cemented their dynastic juggernauthood even deeper, taking home
their fifth title of seven Games. Great fun was had by all, enjoying the myriad musical, artistic,
culinary and other cultural offerings throughout the San Geronimo Valley Community Center’s
fiftieth anniversary celebration.
Although Woodacre prevailed again, they only beat Forest Knolls by one point, and third place
finisher San Geronimo by two points! This is the Runnin’ Salmons’ best finish ever, and they
are on the rise. They have now finished 5th, 5th, 5th, 4th, 4th, 4th, and now 3rd in the seven
Games. Watch out for them in 2021!
San Geronimo’s Runnin’ Salmon had the most walkers in the pre-Games ambulation, but it
was the Trolls of Forest Knolls who won head judge Alexander McQuilkin’s favor to be judged
best Parade Anthem Cheer in the Opening Ceremonies.
VGHOFer Jeff Smith of Lagunitas won the individual hackysack for the seventh time, although
in a post event interview said he is concerned about VG8 in two years, when his son Logan
Smith (1st place, 10-17 division) will be in the adult division and is nipping at his heels. 2nd
place in 10-17 went to Paloma Russ, and 3rd was Willow Thelin (both WildTurkeys).
First place in the Bake-Off, honcho’d by Sam Davidson, went to the Lightnin’s Megan
Manning for her “Apple Pie Layer Cake,” 2nd to the Runnin’ Salmon’s Chrissy Light for
“Banana Cake with Cream Cheese Frosting,” and 3rd to Wild Turkey Bridget Goodwin for
“Chocolate Pie.”
Disc Golf was offered for the first time ever this year, in a six hole course created by Breeze
Kinsey in the meadow in front of the Great Oak. Cherie from SG was the winner for U10.
10-17 y.o.s was won by Karim al-Jamal, followed by Kvothe Sanchez (SG) and NonNative
Invader Evi came in 3rd.

Photos by Peter Oppenheimer

10-17 year olds: Oliver V. (1st, SG), Dylan (2nd, Lag) and Nathan (3rd, Lag).
18+: Georman (1st, FK), Wayne (2nd, FK), Hobie Owen (3rd, FK).
Much like the dominance of icy Canada in curling events, the Lagunitas Lightnin’ continued
their dominance in the Cornhole events, led by Commissioner Emeritus Mike Davidson.
Second place went to the Trolls, with the Wild Turkeys taking third.
Under the prescient leadership of gym events honcho Jack Sayers, ping pong results were Blake
(u10, SG, 1st), Alistair Cook & Gia DePalma (10-17, NonNatives, 1st), Harper (10-17, SG,
2nd), and Ben (10-17, NN, 3rd). Adult ping pong was 1st SG, 2nd Woodacre, 3rd FK.
Pickleball (basically ping pong on a tennis court with a whiffleball) winners were Camilo (u10,
Lag, 1st), Poppy (u10, SG, 2nd), and Pan (u10, SG, 3rd), Alistair (10-17, NN, 1st), Gia (1017, NN, 2nd), Emily (10-17, Wdcr, 3rd), Ace Thelin (18+, FK, 1st), Tony & Karlon (18+, FK,
2nd), Tealy, Will, Mari (18+, FK-FK-Wdcr, 3rd).
In Chess there was a five way tie for under-10s: Francis Goodwin (Wdcr), and Ben, Otis,
Oliver, Thatcher (all SG).
10-17 chess was won by Emily Goodwin (Wdcr), second place to Izzy Levi (FK), and Bridget
Goodwin (Wdcr) and Nathan (Lag) tied for third. Adult Chess was won by Ace Thelin (FK)
with a tie for second place between powerhouse married team Christina and Adam Goodwin of
Woodacre. Happy Birthday Christina!
Whoever laments which events we didn’t have this year, or has new ideas and innovations,
please join the Inter-Village Organizing Committee (IVOC), and make it happen! Message me
any time. We will plan VG VIII beginning in January 2021.
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Community
Calendar

Community Center Staff Directory
and Phone Extensions

December
Sat
Sun
Sun
Sun
Sun
Tue
Wed
Thur
Fri
Tue
Tue
Wed

7
8
8
15
15
17
18
19
20
24
24
25

Noon – 5:30 pm
8:30 am
2 pm
2–4 pm
3 & 7 pm
2–5 pm
2–5 pm
2–5 pm
8 pm
5 pm
5:30 pm
9:30 am

Holiday Arts Faire
Comm Center
Hotcakes and Hoops
Loft & Gym
St. Mary’s Christmas Concert
St. Mary’s Nicasio
Off the Wall Freewrite
Comm Center
McQuikin Family Music Hour XVIII
Lag School
Toys & Joys Distribution
Comm Center
Toys & Joys Distribution
Comm Center
Holiday Food Distribution
Comm Center
Butterfly pieces Dance Performance by Aura Lopez Comm Center
Christmas Eve service of Candlelight and Carols Presby Church
Christmas Eve Mass
St. Mary’s Nicasio
Christmas Day Mass
St. Cecilia’s

January
Sat
Sat
Sun
Sun

4
11
12
19

8:30 am
8:30 pm
4–7 pm
2–4 pm

Family Pancake Breakfast
Raise the Roof Fundraiser - Valley Blues Bros
Art Opening: Senior Lunch Group Art Show
Off the Wall Freewrite

Loft
Papermill
Comm Center
Comm Center

February
Sat
Sun
Sun

1
9
16

8:30 am
4–7 pm
2–4 pm

Family Pancake Breakfast
Art Reception: Connie Smith Siegel
Off The Wall Freewrite

Loft
Comm Center
Comm Center

March
Sat
Sun
Sat
Sun

7
8
14
15

8:30 am
4–7 pm
5 pm
2–4 pm

Family Pancake Breakfast
Art Reception: Michael Miller & Neriah Levin
Annual Youth Talent Show
Off The Wall Freewrite

Loft
Comm Center
Lag MP Room
Comm Center

April
Sat
Sun
Sun

4
12
19

8:30 am
4–7 pm
2–4 pm

Family Pancake Breakfast
Loft
Art Reception: Kathy Beckerley & Kathy Piscioneri Comm Center
Off The Wall Freewrite
Comm Center

Offices closed December 24th–January 5th

Adult
Classes
at the
Center

DAY
Mondays
Mondays
Tuesdays
Tuesdays
Tuesdays
Tuesdays
Wednesdays
Wednesdays
Wednesdays
Wednesdays
Thursdays
Thursdays
Fridays
Fridays
Fridays
Fridays
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CLASS
Core and Strengthening Fitness
Exercise for Altacockers
Corematics
T’ai Chi Long Form
T’ai Chi Short Form
Exercise for Altacockers
Core and Strengthening Fitness
Yuan Gong
Exercise for Altacockers
Bridge Class
Corematics
Handwork Group
Core and Strengthening Fitness
T’ai Chi Long Form
T’ai Chi Long Form (Advanced)
Meade’s Watercolor Basics

Dave Cort, Executive Director . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .415-488-8888 ext. 224
dcort@sgvcc.org
Jack Sayers, Director of Operations. . . . . . . . . . . . 415-488-8888 ext. 251
jsayers@sgvcc.org
Nicole Ramirez, Director of Human Services and Youth Programs
nramirez@sgvcc.org. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 415-488-8888 ext. 254
Rebecca Teague, Development Coordinator. . . . . 415-488-8888 ext. 253
rteague@sgvcc.org
Larry Rippee, Visual Arts Coordinator/Events. . . . 415-488-8888 ext. 252
lrippee@sgvcc.org
Julie Young, Youth & Senior Programs. . . . . . . . . 415-488-4118 ext. 309
jyoung@sgvcc.org
Poko Giacomini, Human Services and Facilities Coordinator, Disaster
Preparedness Coordinator/MIDC Executive
pgiacomini@sgvcc.org . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 415-488-8888 ext. 250
Howie Cort, Gym/LOFT Coordinator . . . . . . . . . 415-488-4118 ext. 219
hcort@sgvcc.org
Buck Chavez, Family Advocate - Gym/LOFT. . . . 415-488-4118 ext. 218
gym@sgvcc.org
Amber Smith-Dulin, Family Advocate - Gym/LOFT
asmith-dulin@sgvcc.org. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 415-488-4118 ext. 218
Alexa Davidson, Young Adult Coordinator . . . . .. . . 415-488-4888 ext. 251
adavidson@sgvcc.org
Robin Hendrickson-Nelson, VAST Coordinator. 415-488-4118 ext. 506
vast@sgvcc.org
Zoila Berardi, Family Advocate - Gym/LOFT. . . . .415-488-4118 ext. 309
Sophie Davidson, Family Advocate - Gym/LOFT. . 415-488-4118 ext. 309
Alyssa Gleason, Family Advocate - Gym/LOFT . . . 415-488-4118 ext. 309
Lhasa Yudice, Family Advocate - Gym/LOFT . . . . .415-488-4118 ext. 309
The LOFT . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 415-488-4118 ext. 218
Gym Office . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 415-488-4118 ext. 219
“Zoila’s” Childcare Center . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 415-488-4118 ext. 309

Regular Meetings and Events
Community Center Board mtg. 2nd Thursday
Artists’ Receptions
2nd Sunday
4-H Meeting
1st Monday
Healthy Comm. Collaborative
2nd Wednesday
Lag. Ed. Foundation (LEAP) mtg. Last Thursday
Lions Club Dinner
4th Thursday
SGV Affordable Housing
4th Tuesday
SGV Al-Anon Family Group
Thursdays
SGV Planning Group
2nd Monday
School Board mtg.
3rd Thursday
Senior Lunch
Every Monday
Senior Lunch
Every Thursday
Serenity Knolls After Care mtg. Every Tuesday
WIC Board Meeting
3rd Tuesday
Rainbow Playgroup
Every Tuesday
Rainbow Playgroup
Every Thursday
VERG (Valley Emer. Response Group) 3rd Thursday
Woodacare Garden Club
3rd Saturday
TIME
8:45–10:00 am
10:45–11:45 am
7:30–8:30 am
10:00–11 am
11:30–12:30 pm
8:45–9:45 pm
8:45–10:00 am
9:00–10:00 am
10:45–11:45 am
Noon–2 pm
7:30–8:30 am
1:00 pm
8:30–9:30 am
9:00–10:00 am
10:00–11:00 pm
10:10 am–1:00 pm

6:00 pm
4:00 pm
6:30 pm
3:30 pm
7:00 pm
7–9 pm
5:45 pm
7–8 pm
7:30 pm
6:00 pm
Noon
Noon
7:00 pm
7:00 pm
10–noon
10–noon
7 pm
9:30 am

Comm Center
Comm Center
Lag. School
Comm Center
Lag. School
Two Bird Cafe
Comm Center
Presby. Church
WW Env. Ctr.
Lag. School
Comm Center
Comm Center
Comm Center
WIC
Room 9
Room 9
Comm Center
Oval Park

TEACHER
CONTACT START DATE
Susan Chavez			
Ongoing
Carole Alter			
Ongoing
Susan Chavez			
Ongoing
Vicki Chase
488-4213
Ongoing
Vicki Chase
488-4213
Ongoing
Carole Alter			
Ongoing
Susan Chavez			
Ongoing
Richard Danon			
Ongoing
Carole Alter			
Ongoing
Rich Schiller			
Ongoing
Susan Chavez			
Ongoing
Rebecca Maloney			
Ongoing
Susan Chavez			
Ongoing
Kenn/Vicki Chase
488-4213
Ongoing
Kenn Chase
488-4213
Ongoing
Marty Meade
488-4210
Ongoing

