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Rolling Stones
by Dave Cort, Executive Director

A Golden Opportunity to Celebrate the 50th 
Anniversary of the San Geronimo Valley 
Community Center.

The San Geronimo Valley Community Center is celebrating the 50th anniversary of our 
organization and you are all invited! Please join us on October 5, 2019, for our Golden 
Anniversary Community Celebration! This free, fun family day will include live bands, 
Valley Games, our invitational landscape art show opening, great kid activities, a dynamic 
program honoring our founders and past board members, healthy eating active living talks 
and classes, and more! We are very excited to host our Valley community that has made 
these past 50 years rich, diverse and possible. 

At this event we are looking forward to honoring our past, celebrating our community 
today, and looking toward our future. Over the summer we will be reaching out to our 
Founders and all of the community members who have served as Board and Staff members 
at the Community Center over the past 50 years. We hope that many of these people will 
join us on October 5th at the Community Center, in the Community Gym and on the 
Lagunitas School campus.

As I have shared in my Rolling Stones columns many times, my wife Howie and I arrived 
in the San Geronimo Valley in 1978 from Chicago. One of the first community gatherings 
that we attended was the Holiday Art Faire in December of 1978. We were overwhelmed 
by this amazing event and as new arrivals to the Valley in our early twenties we began to 
see that this was the kind community that we wanted to settle in. The people that we met 
were so warm and inclusive. We became friends with interesting people our age and a gen-
eration older than us who had also landed in the San Geronimo Valley from San Francisco 
and all parts of the country. We found affordable homes to rent in Woodacre and San 
Geronimo. We loved the proximity to San Francisco, the west Marin coastline, and all of 
the rich cultural life that surrounded us.

I was working at a group home for boys in Dogtown called Full Circle School. It was 
a great job to start my career and I loved the commute from the Valley to Bolinas. 
Howie attended College of Marin and then Sonoma State. Along with going to college 
she worked with Zoila Berardi at her after school childcare program at the Community 
Center and at the Teen Center at the Woodacre Improvement Club. Howie wasn’t much 
older than many of the teens that she worked with at the WIC and many of those people 

continued on page 2

Summer Events at the 
Community Center
Monday, June 3, 5:30 
HCC BBQ and Edie 
Robinson Awards

Sunday, June 23, 6 pm 

McQuilkin Family 
Music Hour XVII

Thursday, June 27, 6pm

San Francisco 
Mime Troupe

Saturday, October 5, 1 pm

Community Center Golden 
Anniversary Celebration
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Community Center Board of Directors:

Jean Berensmeier, Founder

Credits
Stone Soup is printed four times a year and reflects the diverse cultural interests of the Community 
Center and the Valley. Though it is a publication of the San Geronimo Valley Community Center, 
it is meant as a journal for everyone in or around the Valley. We are interested in your input. If you 
have any comments, ideas for articles or columns, news, art, stories, poetry, photography, or infor-
mation for the Milestones column, please forward them to:  The Stone Soup Editorial Committee 
c/o San Geronimo Valley Community Center, 6350 Sir Francis Drake Blvd. P.O. Box 194, San 
Geronimo, CA 94963. Phone 415-488-8888 • Fax: 488-9398 • email: drusss@sgvcc.org, or visit 
www.sgvcc.org. 
Stone Soup does not exercise editorial control on the content of submissions by organizations, 
byline columnists, or display ads. We reserve the right to refuse to publish ads or submissions.

Editorial Committee: Dave Cort, David Russ & Alexander McQuilkin
Proofreading: Dave Cort, Larry Rippee, Jack Sayers
Production: David Russ, Russ Ranch Productions
Printing: Marin Sun
Ads: Larry Rippee

Carol Rebscher, President
John Beckerley, Secretary
David Bernard, Treasurer
Bob Baker
Christina Criollo

Mike Cusick
Steve Granville 
Barbara Hoefle 
David Lakes
Kelly Mason

Alexander McQuilkin
Ramon Ramirez
John Rutledge
Gina Smith
Liora Soladay

are good friends of ours today. Howie also served on the Community Center Board of 
Directors in the early 1980’s and she served with Jean Berensmeier, Peter Oppenheimer, 
Katie Rasmussen, Terry Garthwaite, Terry Fowler and other new friends. Howie volun-
teered on the Committee that produced the first Valley Resource Guide in 1983. Much of 
my community involvement in the 1980’s was at the Saturday morning basketball game 
and at the coed softball league that played on Sunday’s on the Lagunitas School field. I 
met a number of wonderful community members and their family members who I am still 
close to today.

When our son Daley was born in 1985 and enrolled in the Valley Coop preschool at the 
Community Center in 1988 our connections and roots into the community began to 
really grow deep. As Daley started kindergarten in 1991 in the Open Classroom I had the 
great fortune to accept the part time Community Center Director position running the 
food bank, producing events with our Board and volunteers and envisioning an exciting 
school and community partnership that met the interests of our entire community.

Reading through the pages of this issue of Stone Soup you can see what the Community 
Center has grown into today. We have an active Board, a dedicated staff, and amazing 
volunteers who offer diverse programming for all members of our San Geronimo Valley 
and Nicasio communities. When I think about our Center and all it has to offer I become 
very focused on community health and wellness. As I have transitioned from a person in 
my early twenties to my sixties, the community and the Community Center has always 
provided opportunities to support my needs and family’s needs through sports, culture and 
social engagement. 

I hope that all of you can join us on October 5, 2019 to celebrate.

Rolling Stones continued from previous page

Edie Robinson Community
Service Award Recipients

By Michelle Clein, Dave Cort, and Kit Krauss
The Edie Robinson Community Service Award was created in 1999 as a way of permanently 
honoring Edie Robinson’s many years of community service, and honoring residents of the 
San Geronimo Valley who make outstanding long-term contributions to life in the San 
Geronimo Valley. The award recognizes positive achievement, devotion, and community 
building.

We are honored to announce that Alan Lubow has been chosen for the 2018 award and 
Andrew and Susi Giacomini and Al and Lisa Baylacq have been awarded the 2019 award. 
The awards will be presented to Alan, Andrew, Susi, Al, and Lisa at the annual Healthy 
Community Collaborative BBQ on June 3, 2019 at the Community Center. This joyous cel-
ebration honors our community volunteers, Board members, and staff members at our non-
profits, faith based organizations and at our School.

Alan Lubow was nominated for the award by the Broom Service Group (Al Brewster, Carl 
Miller, Jane Super, Mel Wright, Phil Sotter, Sarah Brewster, William Teufel), Growing Old 
Gracefully Group (Tona Wheeler, Jane Super, Sarah Brewster, Al Ardell, Ingrid Weiss, Carl 
Miller, and Suzanne Sadowsky, and by Sean Sullivan. Andrew and Susi Giacomini and Al and 
Lisa Baylacq were nominated for the award by the San Geronimo Valley Community Center 
Board of Directors, St. Cecilia Church, and St. Cecilia CYO Basketball. 

These five long time San Geronimo Valley residents have all made long-term contributions 
to our community through long-term volunteerism in numerous community based organiza-
tions. At the BBQ on June 3, 2019 their achievements will be highlighted. The Awardees 

drawings will be included with all of the past recipients in Anne McClain’s amazing triptych, 
which is on permanent display in the Community Center hallway.

At the BBQ we will also recognize the other nominees for the Edie Robinson Community 
Service Award in 2018 and 2019. This wonderful group of people are; Katherine Osnos 
Sanford, Lani Bjork, Mary Irish, Steve Kinsey, and Jim and Janelle Fazackerely.

A number of past Edie Robinson Community Service Award recipients joined us in making 
the final decision on who would be awarded the 2018 and 2019 awards. 

Michelle Clein, Dave Cort, and Kit Krauss chaired the Edie Robinson Community Service 
Award Committee this year after many years of leadership by Diane Matthews.

Past Award winners are:
1999: Edie Robinson
2000: Jean Berensmeier
2001: Grace Tolson
2002: Suzanne Sadowsky
2003: John Beckerely
2004: Zoila Berardi
2005: Steve Pinkney
2006: Ken Naffziger
2007: Margaret and Kit Krauss

2008: Dave O’Connor
2009: Diana DeBardeleben
2010: Marty Meade
2011: Cia Donahue
2012: Amy Valens
2013: Phil Sotter
2014: Richard Sloan
2015: Aneice Taylor
2016: Melvyn Wright
2017: Joseph Walsh

Lisa and Al Baylacq Photos by Anne McClainAndrew and Susi Giacomini Alan Lubow



Volunteer Profile:
Tom & Amy Valens
by Dave Cort

To celebrate the 50th anniversary of the San 
Geronimo Valley Community Center our 
Board of Directors and Staff thought this 
would be an excellent opportunity to make 
a documentary film about our Center. The 
theme of this 50th anniversary celebration 
was, “Honor the past, embrace the pres-
ent and plan for the future.” It was with-
out hesitation that the first people that we 
approached to make this film were community members, Tom and Amy Valens. We 
were thrilled when Tom and Amy told us that were interested in this film project and 
we were beyond honored that Tom and Amy offered to produce the film as a gift to the 
Valley Community and the Community Center.

Tom and Amy met at Antioch College in Yellow Springs Ohio in the late 1960’s. The 
couple moved back to Marin in 1970. After a few-year stop in Mill Valley, where Tom 
grew up, they moved to a home on Montezuma in Forest Knolls in 1973 with their 3 
year old daughter, Keja. Tom and Amy immediately got involved in the community 
working with Ron Thelin, Richard Gray and other neighbors to build the Park in Forest 
Knolls. Tom worked at KQED where he produced documentaries and other works in 
television and film. Amy taught art in the Open Classroom along with teaching at the 
San Geronimo Coop preschool at the Community Center. In the mid 1980’s Tom pro-
duced and directed an amazing film about the Open Classroom. Amy continued her 
work as the Open Classroom art teacher and then transitioned into a classroom teacher 
in the Open Classroom.

Tom and Amy have always felt deeply connected to the Community Center and pro-
ducing this film gave them the opportunity to catch up on all of the activities that have 
grown and evolved at the Community Center over the past ten years. To prepare for 
making the film, Tom and Amy spent two weeks at the Community Center in January 
observing the various programs, classes, meetings, events, and how the 20 person 
Community Center staff supports all of these activities. Tom said that he was taken by 
“the breadth of the Community Center and how it is connected to so many aspects 
of the Valley community”. As Tom began filming his goal was to show the “richness 
of the Community Center”. He knew that he would not be able to capture all of the 
Center activities in a 20-minute film, but he was very pleased that he captured how the 
Community Center represents our community’s culture of caring and giving.

In reflecting on the process of making the film, Tom and Amy were very impressed by 
the number of regular volunteers who show up at the Center on a daily basis to work 
side by side with the staff to support the food bank, senior programs, youth programs, 
arts and events, and helping to keep the Center a healthy and vibrant place. They felt 
really good about highlighting these volunteers and felt confident that the film would 
inspire other volunteers to get involved at the Community Center. 

Please go to the Community Center’s website and go to the link so you can watch Tom 
and Amy’s film, Embracing Community. We deeply appreciate the amazing partnership 
with Tom and Amy in making this film. Also be sure to check out their other films; 
August to June which highlighted Amy’s final year of teaching in the Open Classroom 
and Good Morning Mission Hill which feature a progressive school in Jamaica Plains 
Massachusetts. Currently Tom and Amy are producing a film about the Family Music 
Hour.
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John Adams
Carole Alter
Alejandro Alvarado
Gisela Alvarado
Linda Amari
Debra Amerson
Anita’s 5th-6th grade 

class
Kristy Arroyo
Manny Arroyo
Elizabeth Ayers
Andrew Bailey
Bard Bailey
Karen Batres 
Al Baylacq
Lisa Baylacq
Jean Berensmeier
Lee Berensmeier
Paul Berensmeier
Geoff Berstein
Barbara Brauer
Larry Brauer
Sarah Brewster 
Tim Cain
Mary Chapman
Alan Charne
E.J. Chavez
Laurie Chorna
Arnie Cicchetti 
Rev. Kate Clayton
Sylvia Cornejo
Daley Cort
Dorothy Cox
Teresa Dallara 
Kevin Danaher
Katie Davidson
Mike Davidson
Samantha Davidson
Donn DeAngelo
Gaetano De Felice
Dominican Nursing 

Students
Tim Ezekiel 
Anne Faught
Janelle Fazackerley
Jim Fazackerley
Jerry Feickert
Stephanie Fein
Jeff Felland 
Roberta Floden 

Laura Flores
Daniella Fogel
Chuck Ford
Lila Friday
Kevin Gladstone
Tealy Gapinski
Mallory Geitheim
Andrew Giacomini
Antony Giacomini
Susi Giacomini
Judy Hall
Miyo Hall
Cio Hernandez
Mike Howe
Maureen Hurley
Muniera Kadrie
Dahlia Kamesar
Elan Kamesar
Allison Keyes
Geri Kientz
Bev Kinsey
Jean Kinsey
Steve Kinsey
Michel Kotski
KWMR Radio
Skye La Ponte
Linea Larsen
Wendy Lee
Larry Levine
Jennifer Livingston 
Rich Lohmam
Al Lubow
Rebecca Maloney
Jon Marker 
Esther Martinez
Noah Marty
Joyce McGhie
Pat McGraw
Will McQuilkin
Catherine McQuilkin
Michael McQuilkin
Bud Meade
Kevin Meade
Marty Meade
Carl Miller
Jeff Miller
Elaine Nehm
Legal Aid of Marin
Greg Odin
Open Classroom 

Students
Peter Oppenheimer
Para O’Siochain
Marcia Phipps
Allison Puglisi
Dave Puglisi
Cody Rahn
Molly Rea
Revolution 9
Shery Rice
Elena Roncaglie 
Dave Rosen
Marty Rosenblum
Schawkie Roth
Tiya Arian
Angelo Sacheli
Isabelle Salcedo 
San Geronimo 

Preschool
Terry Shea
Barb Scott
Liz Seabury
Rosemary Sharp
Laura Sherman
Richard Sloan
Connie Smith Siegal
Jay Soladay
SPAWN Interns
Kendra Stanley
Hillary M. Stock
Sean Sullivan
Beth Cooper Tabakin
Tom Tabakin
Katie Terwilliger
Jasper Thelin
Kira Thelin
James Tolbert
Amy Valens
Tom Valens
Juliette Valente
Paul Valente
JeanA Warner
Wavy Gravy
Helen Weber
Conrad Williams
April Wolcott
Woodacre Garden 

Club
Ted Wright

VOLUNTEERS
The following people volunteered in the Community Center’s Food Bank, Senior Lunches, Arts and 
Events, School Readiness, School Dances, Gardening and Maintenance. Thank you!!! We apologize if 
anyone was accidentally left off the list. Please let us know and we will add your name!

Financial Emergency? 
There are three local nonprofit organizations that may be able to provide small grants to families or 
individuals in need. These are generally one–time grants for such items as car repairs, utility bills, or 
other necessities. Also the local Lions Club can help with prescription eye glasses.

San Geronimo Valley Emergency Fund provides financial assistance to members of the Valley 
community in times of need. Pick up an application at the Community Center or request one 
by mail from Rosemary Sharp at 415-488-4225.

West Marin Community Services uses a portion of its Thrift Store profits for a distribu-
tion fund available for use by low-income Valley residents. The fund supports unmet needs 
that tend to fall through the cracks of our care system. Contact Socorro Romo, 663-8361, or 
sromo@westmarincommunityservices.org.

The San Geronimo Valley Lions Club offers financial aid to Valley folks who need financial assistance to 
purchase prescription eye glasses. For more information e-mail Chloe Cook at chloecook@comcast.net
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Services
Food Bank Banter
by Nicole Ramirez

Summertime in the Valley is hopefully coming . . . 

Our beautiful Valley blossoms full of life and energy during this time. Our Food Bank fills 
with beautiful seasonal produce during this time which includes, strawberries, nectarines, 
peaches, plumes and plenty of greens. We also receive and accept donations from local 
gardeners who have an overabundance of produce and would like to share with their com-
munity. This community is so blessed with plenty, so I encourage you to share if you can. It 
is truly a wonderful sight to witness the sharing and the unity the exchange of sharing can 
provide.

Our local gardener/artist extraordinaire Barbara Scott rides up on her Gary Fisher bicycle 
every Wednesday to share her garden bounty with the Food Bank for Thursday distribution. 
Barb shares her fresh cut greens and herbs and whatever she has lots of. Sharing is truly car-
ing.

I hope this community can share their bounty with our Food Bank. Our participants love to 
see variety and local produce during the distribution. We do get donations from local stores 
and restaurants through an organization known as Extra Food. This organization gathers 
food from places that would otherwise throw it out. We receive quality food that we can 
offer for free to families and individuals. In a county of abundance, I believe that sharing 
should be part of each communities’ mission. So many individuals in our wonderful com-
munity share and it is a beautiful thing to witness. 

I would like to take the opportunity to thank someone 
who has shared their time, energy and spirit with the San 
Geronimo Valley Community Center since the moment 
she entered the valley. Thank you, Silvia Cornejo, for your 
dedication to our Senior Lunch program. Silvia will be 
moving to Washington State this summer and we will miss 
her dearly. Silvia has been volunteering every Monday and 
Thursday at our Senior Lunch. She arrives with a gleaming 
smile and positive attitude that makes a huge impact on the 
people she helps. She has been the anchor for this program 
and has helped orient the new volunteers, set up the lunch, 
serve the meals and it simply a joy to be around. We will 
miss you Silvia, and we are so grateful you shared your pres-
ence with us.

Senior Programs, 
Activities and Services at 
the Community Center
The San Geronimo Valley Community Center is excited to offer healthy and interac-
tive programs for people of all ages. We are especially proud of our programs for people 
60 years of age and over – our Senior Lunch, our cultural events, art shows and much 
more. We also have an electronic newsletter with updates every few weeks with new 
information and lunch menus. Send an e-mail to Nicole Ramirez at nramirez@sgvcc.org 
to have your name added to the list.

We are offering ongoing programs here at the Center to keep our lives vibrant. There 
are also an array of classes that are reasonably priced listed in our Stone Soup Catalog. 

Ongoing Programs:

Senior Lunch Mondays and Thursdays at Noon

This very popular program has been operating since February 2009 at the Center. We 
have delicious well-balanced meals brought in from the kitchens of Good Earth Natural 
Foods with new menus every week. All the main courses have great sides and salads 
and fresh fruit. It’s the happening event for a healthy meal and great conversation with 
neighbors and friends. Suggested donation for seniors is $3 a meal and for others the 
charge is $6 per person. 

Emergency Food Pantry Thursdays at 1-2 p.m. in the West Room for people attend-
ing the Senior Lunch. Fresh nutritious food—fresh produce, dairy, canned goods, eggs, 
chicken – to prepare healthy meals at home. (The Food Pantry is also open on Mondays 
from 9am-5pm).

Mah Jong Learn how to play or play with others on Friday afternoons from 1:00 until 
3:30 in the Living Room at the SGVCC. Bring your set if you have one. 

Ping Pong Thursdays at 1pm after Senior Lunch. A free program in the Community 
Gym. Also, Sundays from 6–9 p.m.

Jazz in the Afternoon Thursdays at 1:30 p.m. in the Valley Room following Senior 
Lunch. Every week a Jazz combo with Judy Hall and friends play great music for all to 
enjoy. Free

Growing Old Gracefully–A Senior Peer Counseling Group, Wednesdays from 10 to 
11:30am. Volunteer counselors help senior members of our community sort through 
the transitions and realities of aging that we all face: the loss of independence and con-
trol, isolation, and declining physical health. Limited to 10 seniors. Sign up with Sarah 
Brewster at 415-488-0419.

Senior Book Club Meets the second Monday of each Month at 1 p.m. in the Living 
Room. Please contact Carl Miller at psycarl@gmail.com

Excercise for Alta Cockers Mondays and Wednesdays at 10:30am-11:45am; Tuesdays 
at 8:45am-9:45am in the Valley Room. This class is fun! In one hour you will warm up, 
stretch, dance, (sometimes ballet or Latin, belly dance, jazz, waltz and more) Tai Bo & 
Qi Gong. All working together organically and synergistically adding up to one hour of 
“Doing the Right Thing” and we get to Yiddish too. Oy! 

Handwork Group
Living Room Thursdays at 1:00 p.m. following the Senior Lunch. Knitters, quilters, 
embroiderers, weavers, hand stichers, crocheters and crafters in a fun and relaxed 
environment. Don’t hesitate to drop in. Everyone is welcome. All levels of skills from 
experts to those just getting started. Learn the basics, tricks, or follow complex patterns. 
Knitting is Zen. Practice makes perfect. 

Volunteer Opportunities We have many ways that seniors provide support to the Center 
for its various programs and activities. Please call Nicole at 488-8888, ext. 254 if you have 
some time to spare and we will try to find a job that fits your interests and schedule.

Pickleball Thursday evenings from 5:30-9 pm in the Community Gym.

Senior Stolls Mondays at 1 pm following Senior Lunch. 

Community Center Wish List
If you would like to help the Center by donating any of these items or becoming a vol-
unteer, please call Poko at 488-8888, ext. 250 or email pgiacomini@sgvcc.org. We look 
 forward to thanking you in the next issue of Stone Soup!

The Office:
• Copy Paper • Pens • Tape • Pencils 

The Kitchen:
• Strong volunteers to help set up and break down Food Bank
• Flatware: Forks, Spoon & Knives
• Teachers for one-time cooking class

The Loft
• Clean Large Area Rugs
• Leather Couches
• Vinyl bean bags
• Paper
• Wii Games
• AA Batteries
• PE equipment in good condition

 
Don’t forget that donations of food are always welcome at the Food Bank, so organize a 
food drive at your church, community or youth group today, and we’ll specially thank you 
in the next issue of Stone Soup!
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Food Bank
Emergency food  distribution is offered two days a week, year round to Valley families. 
Staffed by local volunteers, the Food Bank is supported by the Marin Community Food 
Bank and by generous donations from local Valley people and service organizations. 
Information is provided on nutrition and healthy eating, and, when available, fresh surplus 
produce from the School-Community Garden is offered to Food Bank clients. 

The Food Bank needs volunteers. Can you help on Thursday mornings at 9 am or after-
noons at 4 pm? Call Nicole 415-488-8888

The Community Center Food Bank is open Monday from 9: 00 am – 5:00 pm and Thursday 
afternoons from 2:00–5:00 pm. 

NextGen
by Alexa Davidson, NextGen Coordinator
Uniting the Next Generation of West Marin

The West Marin NextGen programs take a new approach to serving 
young people in our community

The Community Center’s NextGen programs are reinvigorating 
our commitment to Transitional Aged Youth (TAY) and young 
adults in West Marin. With the ultimate goal of fostering con-
nections between young adults, growing their sense of self, and 
providing meaningful ways to participate in their communities, the 
NextGen programs take a holistic approach to wellbeing.

Join or support any of our many exciting programs:

NextGen Board of Directors: This group of dedicated young people are committed to the vital-
ity and sustainability of the Community Center and of our West Marin communities. Serving 
alongside the existing Board, these young people learn valuable professional development and 
leadership skills while making an impact. The NextGen Board meets once per month and one 
rotating NextGen member attends Community Center Board meetings as a representative, cre-
ating a bridge between these two governing bodies. 

NextGen Affordable Housing Group: Housing security and affordability were identified as one 
of largest problems for our NextGen participants. This group was assembled to bring together 
like-minded individuals to create immediate action and long term solutions. In collaboration 
with SGVAHA, CLAM, and the BCLT we are working to engage young people throughout the 
valley and coastal zones. 

NextGen Wellness Center: On Mondays from 1pm-4pm and Wednesdays from 10am-1pm, 
the Living Room at the Center becomes a NextGen think-tank, co-working space, and con-
nection hotspot. Cory Vangelder provides counseling/coaching services, and the room is filled 
laughter, new ideas, and chatter. The Wellness Center provides a space where young people 
know they are welcome and integrates a younger generation into the daily happenings. 

First Fridays: The first Friday of every month the NextGen gather to share in fun, food, and 
connection. When surveyed, most young adults reported feeling disconnected from each other 
and unsure of how to grow new connections. First Friday offers a consistent gathering place to 
build new community. June 7th, July 5th, and August 2nd are coming up for these gatherings, so 
mark your calendars for some Summer fun!

Job Training: Building a strong resumé, gaining valuable professional experience, and expand-
ing leadership capabilities are important aspects of young adult life. Our youth internship 
program has expanded to high-school and beyond with additional elements of professional and 
leadership development.

Follow the NextGen on Instagram @westmarin_nextgen for exciting updates, stories, and hap-
penings! 

West Marin Coalition for 
Healthy Youth (WMCHY)
by Madeline Hope
The West Marin Coalition for Healthy Youth has had a bountiful Spring with many good 
projects that compliment our Prevention Plan with sector partners and the Marin Prevention 
Network. Some highlights include: coordinating with author David Sheff, the Marin County 
Free Library and Coastal Health Alliance to screen Amazon’s Beautiful Boy Film at the Dance 
Palace Community and Cultural Center for the annual West Marin Film Festival. We co-host-
ed and supported a student led Victim Impact Talk that discussed Driving Under the Influence 
with Program Director Jeffrey Nilsen of the Driver Performance Institute. Additionally, we 
supported Tomales High Schools-Courageous Conversations which was lead by Dr. Lori A. 
Watson of the Pacific Educational Group and Marin County Office of Education. In this 
event, our community was guided through a thoughtful, compassionate exploration of race 
and racism in our West Marin communities. Our participants walked away with the basics 
of the Beyond Diversity I protocol and the notion of race matters. We also participated in a 
Commonweal-Creative Facilitation workshop produced by Partners for Youth Empowerment 
in Bolinas that brought together 24 of our West Marin sector partners who continue to work 
with and for the benefit of Youth and Young Adults in our communities across the region.

Each of these events supported our goal to increase awareness and provide access to education 
and training opportunities for parents and youth living in West Marin. One ongoing project 
we remain focused on for this summer is the development and launch of a WMCHY-West 
Marin Fund project that will produce an online platform-the West Marin APP to Fill the Gap- 
that will assist our divergent regional partners to better align opportunities, coordinate calen-
dars and increase access for youth, young adults and families living in the four geographic Hub 
Areas of West Marin to more services and resources. This project will help sustain established 
networks and provide a baseline of exchanges between our communities for the benefit of our 
youth and young adults and their families.

For more information please visit the WMCHY https://westmarincoalition.org/ .

To be part of the West Marin Prevention Plan, please call Dave Cort 415-488-8888 or Madeline 
Nieto Hope 415-446-8587. 
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Lagunitas School District
by John Carroll and Steve Rebscher
Overcoming the math challenge in the Lagunitas School District

This month’s school update is in two sections. First, we share a report from our 
Superintendent, John Carroll, about the progress our district has made in what may well 
be the most difficult academic challenge in our schools today - Math. Good math teach-
ers are very difficult to find, attract to a school and retain. Multiple studies have shown 
that math is the most difficult subject for many students to master and key to the loss 
of interest that many students, particularly girls, experience in the STEM subject areas 
(Science, Technology, Engineering and Math) as they transition from elementary school 
to high school. In my experience, our middle school students have frequently commented 
that math is a major concern as they enter Drake High School and parents have frequent-
ly expressed worry and frustration that math can be an insurmountable obstacle for their 
child. In response to these concerns our school community, particularly our front line 
math teachers starting with Rae Turner and now Tony Guerrero as well as our administra-
tion and school board, have made math a learning priority throughout the district. The 
following report tells a piece of this story . . . .

Imagine an elementary school district where every graduate tests into grade level when 
they get to high school. Think even bigger; imagine in the same class that 71% test into 
high school math above grade level. 

Imagine no more! It happened last year. The entire Lagunitas School District Class of 
2018 (according to a Tamalpais High School District report) was at grade level or higher 
in the second semester. 

(The fact that so many students had stayed in above-grade-level classes into their second 
semester means that their placement was solid and appropriate.) 

Why is does it matter? Initial math placement in high school is strongly correlated to 
increased opportunity after graduation; students who start 9th grade in Algebra 1 (con-
sidered “grade level” math) or in Geometry (“above grade level”) are far more likely to be 
eligible to apply to U.C. and CSU system universities. 9th grade math placement is widely 
viewed as a critical benchmark by researchers and equity advocates and is often adopted as 
an important academic target by school districts. 

How did it happen? Our great high school math placement results were partly luck and 
partly expertise. We were lucky to hire an outstanding math teacher for middle school, 
Tony Guerrero, and expertise was a factor because that teacher knew how to help our stu-
dents get where they needed to be before the end of 8th grade. (Our students should get 
some credit to—they had to do the hard work and learn the material.) 

Can we keep it up? To make these kinds of 
results a reality for all children the Lagunitas 
School District will continue to seek out the most effective teachers when opportunities 
arise and will continue to structure a Kindergarten - 8th grade math program that pro-
vides clarity on when students will meet essential standards. Most importantly we must 
believe that all of our students are capable of this kind of success, set high standards for all 
of them and do our best to help them succeed. 

In our second segment I will relate the story of another Lagunitas School graduate, Alexa 
Davidson. Above, John prompted our imagination to envision a school district where 
all students perform at or above grade level standards in math. Through commitment, 
focused allocation of resources and district wide effort we have achieved that challenging 
goal. For another mental exercise imagine a young person growing up in Marin today try-
ing to navigate school and work . . . . And stay near the valley they grew up in. Alexa has 
succeeded in doing exactly that. Here is her story:

After graduating from Lagunitas Middle School, Alexa moved on to Drake, as most of 
our kids do. She stood out as a competitive diver, becoming the MCAL champion three 
consecutive years! During those years Alexa became interested in psychology and worked 
in the Drake peer resource group. She continued that focus with a BA in Psychology at 
SFSU after time at UC Davis and COM. Alexa’s successful efforts to find the right school 
and the right program paid off. While at SFSU she took the opportunity to participate 
in research studies examining how adolescents perceive time and how they process their 
understanding of the ways in which past, present and future actions will affect their lives.

After graduating, Alexa traveled to Kenya to work with HIV positive women. Throughout 
Africa, these women are ostracized and have no way to support themselves and their chil-
dren. The focus of this project was to facilitate ways that these women can become self 
sufficient by forming small co-operative communities to provide childcare, create saleable 
goods and bring these products to market.

When Alexa returned from Kenya she worked with a mental health agency providing 
direct support for young people 5-18 years old that had experienced trauma. Working 
with victims of trauma was both rewarding and exceptionally challenging. Alexa recog-
nized that she wanted to work in the non-profit sector to support families, but at a level 
removed from the very harsh realities of traumatized families in inner city settings. To 
accomplish this transition Alexa entered a masters degree program in non-profit admin-
istration at the University of San Francisco. She is now wrapping up her thesis and will 
have graduated by the time you are reading this issue of Stone Soup. During her masters 
program Alexa worked with a newly formed non-profit with the goal of better connect-
ing law enforcement agencies with the communities they serve. This position gave her 

Youth Programs 
by Nicole Ramirez

Playgroup for Children 0-5years 
Join the valley Playgroup for fun, FREE, playtime. Playgroup takes place in the San 
Geronimo Valley Community Centers’ East Room on Tuesdays and Fridays from 10am-
12. Accompanied by parents, grandparents, and caregivers’ children are able to meet new 
friends, socialize, explore and have fun. 

Tuesdays from 10:15am-11am the FLAGship Literacy bus visits the SGVCC

Summer Bridge
This amazing FREE 5-week School Readiness Program is offered to kindergarteners enter-
ing the Lagunitas and Nicasio school districts. Students will become familiar with the 
school grounds and be able to easily transition into kindergarten for the upcoming school 
year.

Summer Bridge dates are:
June 24th-July 25th Monday – Thursday 9am-12pm

Zoila’s Aftercare for grades K-3rd
This year is coming to an end at Zoila’s aftercare. We had a wonderful year with the chil-
dren and families. Thank you all for supporting this amazing program.

Zoila’s is open M-F from 12noon- 5:30pm for kindergarteners through 3rd grades. 
Arts, crafts, tasty healthy snacks and fun.

The Loft
The Loft is an amazing space for 4th-8th graders to come hang out after school. The Loft 
offers so much to do with air hockey, Dance Dance Revolution, Foosball, art projects, 
and not to mention that students have the gym access as well for some great exercise. Loft 
membership for the school year is $300.

VAST 
On Monday April 29th Valley After School Tutoring (VAST) hosted it’s first annual 
Bubble Blowing Contest. Approximately 35 students competed while some younger stu-
dents chose to observe the festivities. Here are the following winners:

1st, 2nd, 3rd grade one-piece winner, Mikey Durkee, 4.7 inches.
1st, 2nd, 3rd grade two-piece winner, Dyami Mason, 4.5 inches.
4th, 5th grade one-piece winner, Colby Hendrickson, 4.5 inches.
There were no entries in the 4th-5th grade two-piece bracket.
6th, 7th, 8th grade one-piece winner, Kaia Yudice, 5.7 inches.
6th, 7th, 8th grade two-piece winner, Lili Cusick, 6.1 inches.

Lili Cusick, the overall winner with a massive bubble 
spanning 6.1 inches across!

The Valley After School Tutoring Program (VAST) 
offers one-on-one tutoring and homework help for stu-
dents at affordable rates. 

For more information contact Robin Hendrickson-
Nelson VAST coordinator at vast@sgvcc.org or at 415-
488-4118 ext.506

For more information about any Youth Programs please 
contact Nicole Ramirez at 415-488-8888 X 254 or nramirez@sgvcc.org

VAST

continued on next page



San Geronimo Valley Community Gym
by Howie Cort and Buck Chavez 
Gym and Afterschool Sports

Our After School Sports Program wrapped up the 2019 Track and Field season with two 
meets. Our Area Qualifier Meet was held at Terra Linda High School on Friday, April 26th 
with other Marin County middle schools including: Davidson, Miller Creek, Venetia Valley 
and Bolinas. For some kids it was their first taste of a track competition. In the end, we had 
14 team members qualify for the County Finals that were held at the College of Marin on 
Friday, May 3rd. Over 400 kids, from just about every middle school in Marin, competed in 
seven running events, as well as, the shot put, high jump and long jump. We’d like to give 
a big high five to our 2019 Lagunitas Bobcat Track and Field team members: Achilles Das, 
Beth Brisson, Izzy Levy, Kino Redfield, Owen Carroll, Aileen Light, Dante Canela, Elijah 
Clementi, Henry Yakich, Isaia Rasmussen, Kaia Yudice, Micah Arnold, Atticus Bliss-McCone, 
Dillon Cavagnaro, Lila Fox and Paloma Russ. In the County Final, Owen garnered a 2nd Place 
finish in the High Jump and a 4th Place finish in the Long Jump. Beth took 4th Place in the 
200m dash and Kaia grabbed a 2nd Place ribbon for the High Jump. We say a fond farewell 
to our 8th graders: Owen, Achilles, Beth, Kino and Izzy. Keep on runnin’ and jumpin’! Much 
graditude to Monique and Catherine for keeping the kids organized in the stands and making 
sure everyone got to their events on time! Here’s another huge thank you to our parent drivers: 
Jeremy Light, Monique Paltrieri, Alan Charne, Tara Duggan and Catherine Cavagnaro. Buck 
and I couldn’t get the kids to where they need to go and back to the Valley without your help! 

Mountain Bike Program: Our riders have been churning their pedals on our Valley trails with 
coaches, Emile and Sam on Wednesdays and Thursdays. The kids are learning to challenge 
themselves, build their self-confidence, appreciate our natural world, along with learning good 
bicycle handling skills and strengthening their bodies all at the same time! For more info about 
the program next school year contact Emile at: emilemulholland@gmail.com or Howie at: 
hcort@sgvcc.org for more info. 

GirlBall: GirlBall has returned to the gym on Tuesday nights at 5:30 pm. GirlBall originated 
before the gym was completed. For two years, on Monday nights, a group of dedicated women 
gathered on the school black top and played some serious basketball! We moved our game into 
the gym when it was completed in January of 2010. The time has come . . . .GirlBall is back, 
ladies! High school aged girls and up are invited to take it to the hoop! Work on your cross-
overs and floaters on Tuesdays @ 5:30 p.m.

Pickleball: Have you checked out the newest, hottest court game? It’s called Pickleball. It’s a 
cross between table tennis and tennis. You play with a plastic racquet and a heavy wiffle ball. 
We have three courts laid out on the gym floor. We’ve had an incredible turn out with parents 
bringing their children on the earlier side of the evening, couples playing doubles together and 
apart and single players mixing and matching on each court. It’s a great workout and what’s 
even better you can get some serious rallies going. The court is small enough that you don’t 
have to cover a lot of ground and it’s great for your reflexes because you have to react quickly 
to the ball. Interested? Join us on Thursday nights, at the gym, at 5:30p.m. You’ll get a work-
out, meet some great people and learn to stay “out of the kitchen”! For more info contact Jack 
at: jsayers@sgvcc.org

Senior Thursday and Sunday Table Tennis: Are you looking to improve your game, serve or 
volley? Well . . . we have the place for you to do it. On Thursdays, seniors are invited to the 
gym on Thursday afternoons after the SGVCC Senior Lunch for a Table Tennis get together. 
These folks may be termed “seniors”, but they are not messing around. Jack, who runs the 
Thursday Table Tennis gatherings, works up a sweat when he volleys with these so-called 
“seniors”. I can’t think of a better way to spend a couple of hours on a Thursday. Show up at 
the gym at1 p.m., get a workout, meet new friends and become part of the SGVCC Thursday 
Table Tennis group. Don’t miss out the fun! 

On Sunday nights, you’ll see the gym lights on as you drive down SFD. Jack Sayers sets up 
tables all over the gym for those interested in honing their table tennis skills. Balls are flying 
and paddles are a blur as players go toe to toe in lightning fast volleys. But that doesn’t mean 
you shouldn’t join in. Everyone is welcome no matter what skill level you have. Jack will help 
you with your serve and guide you in sharpening your skills. Play starts at 6 p.m. Come on by 
and see what all the fun is about. You can email Jack at: jsayers@sgvcc.org if you want more 
information on how get involved in the Table Tennis fun!

Gym Schedule:
Monday:  Co-ed B-Ball    5:30 pm - 7:00 pm
Tuesday:  GirlBall     5:30 pm - 7:00 pm
Wednesday: Open Gym B-Ball  7:00 pm - 9:00 pm
Thursday:  Senior Table Tennis 1:00 pm - 3:00 pm
   Pickleball   5:30 pm - 8:30 pm 
Sunday:  Table Tennis   6:00 pm - 9 :00 pm
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the opportunity to participate at the formative levels of a non-profit organization. After a 
year and a half, and with the primary goals of this new organization accomplished, Alexa 
felt the overall direction and core cause of this group was not exactly what she wanted to 
commit to long-term. Along came an opening at the San Geronimo Valley Community 
Center. Alexa is now the coordinator of the NextGen program for young adults. The goal 
of NextGen is to support and encourage young adults to stay connected to the valley. 
Alexa will also bring her recent educational experiences in non-profit administration to 
the SGVCC by working with center staff to develop ways to reliably measure the success 
of individual programs as a guide to how each program can better serve members of our 
community.

To bring balance to a busy work life Alexa enjoys camping, travel, CrossFit and coaching 
young athletes. We have all had the pleasure of hearing her wonderful voice at many val-
ley performances. We wish Alexa the very best in her new endeavor to support our young 
adults and find ways for more of our kids to stay connected to this place we all call home.

When its time for a break Alexa and her boyfriend Danny slip away in their 
teardrop travel trailer.

continued from previous page



Contributors 
February 13, 2019 through May 28, 2019

Thomas Abbott
Sherri Adams
Clayton Akazawa
Nadia Al-Samarrie
Kate Aldrich
Bob and Cathy Baker
Samuel Bastacky and Laurie Roth
Al and Lisa Baylacq
John Beattie
Kathleen and John Beckerley
Benevity
Berardi Tile
Kevin and Karen Bradley
James Bramiette
Hanson Bridgett LLP
Brownco Construction and Development
Lynda and Bruce Buckley
Walter and Susan Buster
Tim and Gay Cain
Tom and Elizabeth Carmody
John Carroll and Monique Paltrineri
Michael Casey and Lisa Whitaker
Mary and Blake Chapman
Jordan Chappell
Lynn and Alan Charne
Laurie Chorna
City Sewer Pumping
Kate Clayton
Denise Durling and John Colwell
Michael Conklin and Heather Loizos
John Cook
Dave and Howie Cort
Marian Cremin and Albert DeSilver
Burrill Crohn
Liza and Tim Crosse
John Cunningham and Lorna Balano
Joe Curley
Kevin and Megan Dailey
Mark Barnet Daley and Valerie Fowler
Leona George-Davidson
Massoud Dehdashti
Hugh Delehanty and Barbara Graham
Dana and Anthony Depalma
Albert Flynn DeSilver
James and Cia Donahue
Rudi Dundas
Michael and Leslie-Ann Durkee
Ken and Amanda Eichstaedt

Marie Eisen
Marc Elias Cleaning Service
Larry Enos and Sally Hutchinson
Evergreen Tree Service
Abbas Farazdel
James Farley, III
James and Janelle Fazackerley
Gerald and Geraldine Fleming
Melissa and Andrew Flick
Julie Fornasero
Mary Frank
Gabriele and Jorg Freidrich
Front Porch Realty
Andrew Gaebe
Arthur J. Gallagher & Co.
Alix Geller
Andrew and Susi Giacomini
Martha Girard
Alyssa and Gary Gleason
David Goldman and Lisa Cort
Meg Gould
Steve and Catherine Granville
Jed Greene
James Griffiths and Muniera Kadrie
Janet and Richard Grossman
John and Marcia Gunnarson
David Harvey
Susan Hayes Handwovens
Richard Hillstead
Barbara Hoefle and Debra Amerson
Steven and Joan Hopkins
Michael and Linda Howe
Hallroan and Stanley Construction
John Hullverson
Gretchen Grim and Chuck Jones 
Melissa Joyce and Ali Uzri
Wendi Kallins
Dahlia Kamesar
George and Virginia Kerbs
Steve and Jean Kinsey
Amos and Kristina Klausner
Margaret and Kit Krauss
Ken Kula
Lagunitas Grocery & Deli
John Lawson Web Design
Kelly Lawson and Kelly Hunt-Miceli
Stephen and Mimi Reichert Lewis
Avis Rappaport Licht
Jeff Lippstreu
Toni Littlejohn
David and Veronica Litvak
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Thank You!
Community Center Contributors
by Rebecca Teague, Fund Development Coordinator
The San Geronimo Valley Community Center is celebrating its 50th anniversary, a major achievement 
for the Center and for everyone in the community who supports us. Celebrating our 50th anniversary 
is a great opportunity to recognize our staff, volunteers, the many board members we’ve had over the 
years and our founders for their contributions. It also offers an opportunity for reflection and a look-
ing back at all the challenges that we have overcome, and to once again embrace our role as “The 
Heart of the Valley”. Within the communities we have served effectively over the years, we continue to 
address the changing needs of our residents. We are inspired by all of you, and we hope you will con-
tinue to support us as we embark on the next 50 years!
 
Please consider joining our Council of Major Donors, which is comprised of individuals, families, 
foundations and businesses that make exemplary financial contributions of $750 or more to the 
Community Center each year. Each of these donors support our mission to foster healthy communi-
ties within the San Geronimo Valley and Nicasio by providing a dynamic center for locally based 
human services, arts and culture, education, health and wellness, and community building. Council 
members come from the Valley, Nicasio, Fairfax and other neighboring communities. The collective 
impact of Council members’ contributions is incredibly important to the financial health and well-
being of the Community Center.
 
Our Center’s mission is to work upstream to meet our community’s needs by establishing vital locally 
based and locally driven programs and services. Donate today to support this mission! Any amount 
helps fund our critical services here in the Valley. You can make a recurring or one-time gift through 
our website www.sgvcc.org, by sending in a check, coming in to see me or by giving me a call at 415-
328-7988. 

Other ways to financially support the Community Center include contributing stocks, bonds, real 
estate or a vehicle, or by joining our Deepening Roots Legacy Circle by making a planned gift to 
the Community Center through your estate. The following individuals, businesses and grantors have 
made generous contributions between February 13, 2019 through May 28, 2019. We are so grateful 
for all of you!

Steven Mack
Meghan Maloney and Timothy Grimmer
Michael Marinas
Laurel Marinelli
Nancy May
Alec Marlow McCarthy
McPhail Fuel Company
Alexander McQuilkin
Michael and Catherine McQuilkin
Michael McShea
Arnold Molina
Carol and Guido Mori-Prange
Daniel Morrison
Dianna and William Muhic
Nestler Construction
Amy and Pete Nestler
Louise Neustadt
Louis Nuyens
Peter Oppenheimer
Dave Parr, Pacific Coast Planning
Roger Peacock
Peter and Sally Pennypacker
Scott and Diane Phillips
Paula Piccione
Ben and Heather Podoll
Allison and David Puglisi
Cindy and Jim Purkey
Reuben Raffael and Elaine Penwell
Steve and Carol Rebscher
John Richard
John C. Rodgers
Andrew Rosaia, Inc.
Helena Roth
Benjamin Rupers
Dana and David Russ
Michelle and John Rutledge, Rutledge 

Family Fund
Suzanne Sadowsky
Eric and Tracy Sands
Christopher Schuepbach
Serenity Knolls
San Geronimo Community Presbyterian 

Church
Laura Shain
Jeff Shapiro
Marion and Frank Shippey
Nancy Isaac Simmons
John Slater
Jeff and Gina Smith 
Jay and Liora Soladay
Jayli Imports, Inc.
Robert Steinberg
Quinn Stewart
Sean Sullivan and Kathryn Callaway
T&B Sports
Terra Insurance Company
Myra Terziev
Vicki Testa
Lealya and Justin Thomas
Thompson Builders Corporation
Dennis and Jody Thompson
William Thoms Construction
Toby’s Feed Barn, Inc.
Paul Torikian and Christina Torikian
Phi-Long Tran
United Way
Cathleen and David Van Perusem
Van Midde & Son Concrete
Annette Varady
Jean Veit
Greg Vernal
Amy Waterhouse and Julie Wynn
Chris Whitaker
Wendy Wilkinson and Ed Bice
Beth Wolf
Woodruff Sawyer & Company
Ted Wright and April Wolcott
Peter Zell

Grantors

California Endowment
Community Development Block Grant
County of Marin
Dino J. Ghilotti Foundation
Endurance Fund
Enterprise Holdings Foundation
First Federal Savings and Loan

Freitas Foundation
George Lucas Family Foundation
Hartford Foundation for  

Public Giving
Lagunitas Brewing Company
Marin Charitable
Marin Community Foundation
Marin First 5
Marin Municipal Water District
Nathan Cummings Foundation
Olympic Club Foundation
Presbyterian Hunger Project
Reliance Fund
San Geronimo Valley Lions Club
The Scorpio Rising Fund
Stanley S. Langendorf Foundation
West Marin Community Services
West Marin Fund
Jack and Patty Wright Foundation
Union Bank Foundation
United Way

12th Annual San Geronimo 
Valley Community Gym & 
Youth Center Golf Tournament 
& Oyster Feed Benefit May 23, 
2019

Thank You to our Sponsors!   

Hole in One Sponsors  

Brownco Construction & Development
Pat & Cia Donahue
George Lucas Family Foundation
Giacomini Family
Good Earth Natural Foods 
Freitas Foundation
Front Porch Realty
John Lawson Web Design
Terra Insurance Company
Union Bank

Eagle Sponsors 

Bob and Cathy Baker 
Berardi Tile
Cort Family 
Front Porch Realty Group 
Hanson Bridgett Law Firm 
Hog Island Oysters 
Jayli/Point Reyes Surf Shop 
Lagunitas Brewing Company 
Moresco Distributing 
Tomales Bay Oysters 

Birdie Sponsors  

The Meadow Club
San Geronimo Valley Lions Club 
Thackrey & Company Wine Makers
Thompson Builders Corporation
Woodruff, Sawyer & Company  

Par Sponsors

Tim and Liza Crosse
City Sewer Pumping, Inc.
Michael Cusick Realtor, Coldwell Banker
Arthur J. Gallagher & Company
Hallroan & Stanley Construction Services
Lagunitas Grocery & Deli  
McPhail Fuel Company      
Allison and David Puglisi   
Steve and Carol Rebscher 
T & B Sports    
Toby’s Feed Barn 
Van Midde & Son Concrete
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With Respect
Award winning poet Linda Gregg passed away in New York City on March 20, 2019. 
Linda was the daughter of Harold and Frances Gregg who owned Forest Farms in Forest 
Knolls starting in 1944. The amazing story of the Gregg Family is highlighted in the San 
Geronimo Valley Community Guide which you can view on the Community Center’s 
website. In 1981, Linda published her first book of poetry titled Too Bright To See. Linda 
was awarded the Jackson Poetry Prize by Poets and Writers in 2009. She also received a 
Guggenheim Fellowship and several Pushcart Prizes. Appreciations to the Marin IJ and the 
Washington Post for providing information for this article. Our hearts go out to the entire 
Gregg Family.

Milestones
From Sylvia Cornejo

The time has come to say goodbye.

But first, can I go back six years ago when I moved here from Kansas City to be closer 
with my daughter in San Rafael. And by some miracle I met Debra Amerson and Barbara 
Hoefle in Forest Knolls who happened to have a rental space available. I think I have want-
ed to be a California girl since the ‘60s and I am now in my sixties. But, wow, life here in 
West Marin has been so much more than I could have dreamed.

I fell completely in love with the beauty of the hills and the valley. Before long, I found 
myself volunteering with the senior lunch at the community center. Best decision ever. 
Everyone I met was so talented. They are caring, wonderful people. I found real commu-
nity love like never before in my life.

So, back to my goodbye; my daughter and her husband have decided to leave the Bay Area 
for more new adventures. They bought a house in Bellingham, Washington and, of course, 
I get to go, too.

I will cherish all of you and the memories you’ve given me. Forever a California girl.

Congratulations to Lagunitas resident Elise Darragh Ford who was accepted to the PhD 
program in the Department of Physics at Stanford University. This summer Elise will 
receive her Bachelor’s degree from the University of Chicago.

Coastal Health Alliance is excited to welcome our newest provider, 
Dr. Steven Aussenberg, MD. Board certified in Family Medicine 
Dr. Aussenberg will be available on Monday and Wednesday in 
Bolinas and Tuesday and Friday in Point Reyes.

Joining the Coastal Health Alliance fam-
ily as their first Licensed Acupuncturist is 
Alexis Richardson. Alexis has been provid-
ing community acupuncture in Point Reyes 
Station since 2015. Alexis can be seen in Bolinas on Wednesdays; 
the 1st and 3rd Thursday in Point Reyes and the 2nd Saturday a 
month in Point Reyes.

Coastal Health Alliance is also expanding their dental services with a permanent space on 
the ground floor of the Livery Building in Point Reyes Station. This will allow CHA to 
double our capacity and better serve the needs of the entire community. Check our web-
site: www.coastalhealth.net for opening date in May.

Also we are having a Dental Office Grand Opening on Wednesday, June 12th from 4:00 – 
5:30 at 65 Third Street in Point Reyes Station in the Public Common Garden Area.

Congratulations to the 2019 8th grade graduating class:
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Arts & Events 
Sunday, June 23rd, 4:15 p.m. BBQ, 6 p.m. Music

Michael McQuilkin Family Music Hour XVIII
Community Center Courtyard
Good Earth BBQ at 4:15 p.m.
Music Starts at 6 p.m.
BBQ Dinner $10
Suggested donation for show $10

Join us for a special evening and afternoon of music featuring some of the Valley’s greatest 
musical talent! 

Singers featured this year are the Chavez singers, Alexa Davidson, Tealy Gapinski,  
Kira Thelin, the McQuilkin brothers, Andrew Giacomini, Katherine Wethington, Ingigo 
Jenkins, Ken Adams, Kevin Meade, Isabella Andrews, Lila Fox, John Cunningham, Cindy 
Purkey, Mwanza Furaha, with special newcomers Mariale Healy, Zeke Cunningham, and 
Wayne and Reese Patton.  The Valley All-star band with the Lagunitas Horns. 

Come find out why this event has been packed every time—it’s so much fun! Bring the 
whole family—it’s a great reunion for the returning college students and everyone else.

KIDS WELCOME! “Music brings families together!”

Thursday, June 27th, 6:00 pm

SF Mime Troupe
Lagunitas School Field
60th Season
Free!

Treasure Island

Using the classic pirate novel Treasure 
Island as its inspiration, the show is the 
story of Hawkins, a civil servant in San 
Francisco, who accidentally stumbles 
upon the plans of a developer, L.J. Silver. 
Through bribery, and brutality Silver is 
overriding all the clear health, safety, and 
human concerns regarding developing 
Treasure Island for his own greed.

TREASURE ISLAND features Mime 
Troupe veterans Lizzie Calogero, Keiko 
Shimosato Carreiro, Michael Gene 
Sullivan, as well as returning performers 
Andre Amarotico, Brian Rivera

Spring Art Show 2019
Photos by Donn DeAngelo

Bea Benjamin

Barbara Morris
Barbara McLain

Bud Meade

Carole Alter

Cathy Beckersly Chris Ducey

Dan Breaux

Geoff Bernstein Janice Baldwin

Anne Pennypacker
Alice Shaw

Cornelia Nevitt



Visual Arts 
by Larry Rippee
The 29th annual Spring Art Show came and went 
like a cool breeze. I hated to see it go. 

Earlier this year, whenever contemplating the painful 
loss of so many of our esteemed Valley artists (artists 
who seemed like the lynchpins of the show) I won-
dered what the May Spring Art Show would be like without their contributions.
It was heartening to witness some mysterious process of balance occur. A kind of 
equilibrium. 

‘New’ artists came forward –Some in fact new to the Valley, others longtime resi-
dents who chose to finally participate.  Other artists who hadn’t exhibited in over a 
decade returned. I shouldn’t have worried. We had over 90 artists in the Spring Art 
Show and it felt, to me, fresh and energetic. 

And there are a lot of people to thank for that. 

I’m always impressed by our hanging crew but I think they outdid themselves this 
year. Kudos to Geoff Bernstein, Donn DeAngelo, Para O’ Siochain, Molly Rea, 
Tom Tabakin, Julie Young (and aided and abetted by Michel Kotski). Thanks 
to Kristy Arroyo for the amazing job she did supervising school art tours; and a 
special salute goes to Julie Young for taking on so many extra tasks. Additional 
acknowledgement goes to the Spring Art Show Committee (Gaetano De Felice, 
Donn DeAngelo, Julie Young, Molly Rea); and to Donn and Gaetano for this 
year’s poster; Marty Meade for label making; the Willis Lane Thursdaynight 
Wranglers for both picking and grinning. 

Thanks to the all the artist-volunteers who made telephone calls, distributed post-
ers, received the art, hung the show, worked the reception and sat the galleries and 
countless other tasks.

Finally, thank you to the Center staff for support and everyone else who provided 
support insuring the success of this year’s Spring Art Show

Upcoming: Photographers Group Show in July and Lars Johnson and the Bagel 
Boys in August. 
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2019 Summer Gallery Art Shows 
at the Maurice Del Mué Galleries 

Valley Room — Enter through Lobby
West Room — Adjoining Valley Room

JUNE
Valley Room  TBA
West Room  TBA
Reception Sunday, June 9, 4-7 pm

JULY
Valley Room  8th annual Photographers Group Art Show
West Room  8th annual Photographers Group Art Show
Reception Sunday, July 14, 4-7 pm

AUGUST
Valley Room  Lars Johnson and the Bagel Boys
West Room  Lars Johnson and the Bagel Boys
Reception Sunday, August 11, 4-7 pm

AND COMING IN 2019: 

September—International Day of Peace Festival 

October—“Where We Call Home” Landscape Art Show fundraiser curated by Anne 
Faught

November—10th Annual Pressing Matters: Printmakers Group Show

Kathryn Rile

David Dobrer Donn DeAngelo

Elaine Nehm

Gaetano DeFelice Gisela Alvarado Jean-A Warner

John Baldwin
John Torrey Judith Selby Lang

Judy North Karen Koenig

Kevin Meade

Kirk McNaught

Louis Nuyens

Lee Feickert

Lia May-Byrd Liz Lauter
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Alphabet Soup
Compliled by Martha Allen

HORIZONS
by Suzanne Sadowsky
Melting Pot or Salad?

When the immigrants of the late 19th and 20th centuries arrived by 
ship to Ellis Island they were greeted to the New World by the Grey 

Lady in the Harbor proclaiming—“Give me your tired, your poor, your huddled masses yearn-
ing to breathe free.” That was the message that brought many of our ancestors to the United 
States. My parents and grandparents were among them. The immigrants came from England, 
Scotland and Wales, from Italy and Ireland, from Germany, Poland and Russia and scatter-
ings from elsewhere – from the Middle East, France Northern Europe and other lands and 
cultures. They brought their languages, their foods, their customs, their dress codes and their 
different religious beliefs and practices with them. America was the Promised Land where there 
was religious freedom, economic opportunity, public education, a democracy where every vote 
counted, and free libraries. For some the ideal was a melting pot. People would assimilate and 
become one American people, one nation. 

Of course, not all immigrants to this County came willingly. Peoples from Africa were cap-
tured, separated from their families and sold as property to work as slaves for the rest of 
their lives. They and their children remained property of their owners forever. They were 
bought and sold. Families were separated. Even after the Civil War and the Emancipation 
Proclamation there was Jim Crow, red-lining, and restrictive covenants. The legacy of slavery 
and systemic racism in America continued. In the Pacific States workers from China came to 
work in the gold mines, build the railroads, work on farms and other jobs. Once here they 
faced harsh working conditions, discriminatory laws, racial segregation. They were denied citi-
zenship. Americans of Japanese descent were interned in camps in the 1940s. 

Our progressive, liberal Marin County is the most racially segregated county in California, the 
result of a history of exclusionary laws and financial practices and lack of affordable housing 
that exists in many metropolitan areas throughout the country. We are the also most economi-
cally disparate County in the State. And NIMBYism is a real thing.

I am a member of many tribes. There’s my tribe of elders, my tribe of people from Brooklyn, 
my Jewish tribe, my college tribe, my tribe of single women, of heterosexuals, of fat people, of 
grandparents, of cancer survivors, of renters and homeowners, and my tribe of San Geronimo 
Valley people. My tribes are not at war with one another. They co-exist in my reality and syn-
ergistically contribute to my sense of self – of my personal identity.

Identity politics, the politically persuasive rhetoric and advertising and propaganda from the 
Russians or other media trolls would like to keep us apart, when in reality the majority of us 
have common goals and values. Some of us were taught never to discuss religion and politics 
because it would lead to arguments. I think this is an important time for us to learn and to 
practice nonviolent communication and civil discourse about the things that divide us and the 
social and economic issues where we can find common ground.

Rather than thinking about my world, our world, as a melting pot where everything is blended 
together, I prefer a metaphor of a salad or a rich stew. All the parts are distinct. When they put 
together in a big bowl where you can experience each of the distinct flavors, the combination 
of the mixture is deliciously divine. And politically powerful. 

The Open Classroom worked on writing and performing SPOKEN WORD POETRY

I Want More
by Eben McConnell

I want more.
Teach me something I don’t know,
Show me the world, 
Take me by the hand,
Join me in my dance,
Give me something I don’t have,
Share the knowledge of life, death
I want to feel the Devil’s breath
And travel to the brink of heaven.
Yes, I know I’m just eleven,
But try to see the world through my 
eyes.
What else? I want the truth
Not lies.

I know I’m just eleven,
But I want more.
Educate me on the ancient lore,
I don’t want to be a bore,
But this ain’t something I can buy in a 
store.
Yes, I know I’m just eleven
But I want more.

What Makes Me Me
by Eris Burek

I may seem kind on the outside
But on the inside
I’m a kawaii demon.
I love anime and manga
The design and art inspire me.
The plot is like a flowing stream
You never know what’s coming.

I have a dark side in me
Trust me you don’t want to know.
I have a big heart
And a BIG voice that breaks ears
When I get mad,
And when I get mad, I get MAD
Like extremely MAD!
But when I sing, it’s beautiful.

I love my friends and family
And, of course, my panda Pogo.
All these things make me a kawaii demon.

Words Will Change You
by Mark Snaith

Is the word dolt funny to you?
To me it ain’t
When kids say it, they think it is a joke
But when I hear it, I get insulted.

Words can tell who you are
You can change your own being with 
words.
I say terrible things sometimes
I’m not scared to admit it.

Some words are small
And don’t serve a purpose
Like a tamed mosquito.

But words as big as determination
Can be used to give one’s self
Or somebody else the strength to carry on

Words are, and will always be, powerful.

Cellar Door
by Molly Calderon

Down the stairs to the cellar door
The girl is frozen with fear.
Through that door 
Her worst fear stands,
The fear of not being
Who she wants to be.

A million people surrounding her,
None of them helping
Just making life scarier.
This time Wonder Woman isn’t coming.
She spreads her arms, hoping to fly,
Instead she falls farther with disappointment.

Once she realizes she can, she will,
And she will keep changing
And growing to tell stories only she can tell.
She opens her arms to fly but instead of falling,
She soars higher than anyone else could,
Looking down at the town of sleeping people,
Wondering where her next adventure starts.

Kiss
by Spencer Lewis

When the music came on
My ears starting ringing
I only sat down if my legs hurt
From standing up so long.

I was having the time of my life
It felt like I was born that day.
Before my heart’s fire
Only spurted sparks but that concert 
Put my fire into flames!

As my hero Paul Stanley said,
“Some people don’t like it when we play
But when you hear it live,
It sounds the way it is supposed to.”
So when you are listening
To something you love,
Turn up the volume!

Peace Square
by Safa Al-Jamal

Just imagine
Just walking to a square
Not any
Kind of square
A peace square
Walking in
Hearing humming music
Humming sounds
Peaceful sounds
Just imagine
Everyone has
A heart like yours
They understand you
You understand them
Just imagine
Feeling
Peace, love
And harmony.

I Am From . . .
by Noa Michel

I am from the wild apes
I am from the bed that I sleep in
I am from my cats’ sandpaper tongues
I am from the willow trees
And yummy sweet birthday cakes.

I am from animals
I am from the grass on sunny days
I am from wind in my hair
I am from birds in the sunset

I am from the Pacific Ocean to the 
Atlantic
I am from visits to Mexico
I feel calm and happy

I am from puppies
I am from nature
I am from unicorns!
I am me!

The Galaxy
by Cody Horne

I see the galaxy
As I lie under the stars
I remember being on the ground
With my soft orange and black blanket
Wrapped around me.
I wonder how many galaxies there are
And how many planets just like ours.
I hear crickets in the cool night air
I taste crunchy graham crackers and gooey marshmallows
I smell our campfire left over from roasting S’mores
I hear my mon say, “It’s time to come inside.”
I wonder when I will go to sleep
I feel safe, tired and curious.
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Wilderness Calls
by Paul Berensmeier
Playing with Grace

The best athletes have an amazing, almost magical “air” about them 
. . . something they tap into in the biggest games. Curry’s got it . . 
. Montana had it. Cues . . . “relax” . . . “flow” . . . “in the zone” . . . 

“visualize.” But I’ve learned something else that sets their stage . . . something very magical . . . 
and . . . I got to play with it!

“We create our own reality.”* It’s opening day! “When you are happy . . . you are in a state of 
grace.” The ball felt good in my hand. “When you have an exceptional experience . . . going 
beyond yourself . . . you are in a state of illumination.” Arm release was perfect . . . curve . . . 
strike one. Breathe . . . relax . . . got third out. “These states activate your cells past memories . . . 
their joyful cellular response. In a state of grace you activate those mass memories.”

I’m leadoff . . . Crack! . . . go for second . . . slide . . . safe! I score . . . 1-0. “You form the fab-
ric of your experience through your own beliefs and expectations.” Everything started to flow . . . 
obstacles arose (hits, errors, nerves) but the “obscurations” dissolved . . . as we practiced doing 
in meditation. Bases loaded . . . Crack! . . . line drive back to me . . . double play! An error . . 
. but I got the third out with a strike out! 1-0 after three innings!

“Our influence changes others reality.” Second at bat. Second baseman moved where I hit the 
first ball. I lined this one where he had just been standing . . . 2 for 2! My fielders are influ-
enced . . . great defense . . . spectacular plays! Their hitters are good . . . but also influenced . . 
. they hit the ball at my fielders.

“You get what you concentrate upon. There is no other rule.” Third at bat . . . line drive to left . . 
. where they aren’t . . . 3 for 3! 6-0 after six. Felt like something was taking over . . . “All events 
of your life are written in the memory of the universe.” Remember the feeling of that pitch . . . 
relax . . . flow.

“In a state of grace private cellular memory is animated . . . the cells electromagnetism attracts oth-
ers . . . you feel at peace . . . you surpass yourself. . . .”
Last at bat. Two strikes . . . I grip the bat tighter. No . . . relax . . . see ball . . . react . . . Crack! 
Line drive down third baseline. 4 for 4!

9th inning . . . shut out intact . . . the ball still felt good in my hand. Relax . . . clear mind . . . 
throw what catcher calls . . . change up . . . strike three! One out. Stay focused . . . in the zone 
. . . grounder to 3rd . . . error! Clear the obstacle . . . relax . . . play with grace. . . .

Crack! Hard grounder to shortstop . . . to second for one . . . relay to first . . . double play! 
I’m stunned . . . how can this be? I stood on the mound in amazement . . . teammates ran 
toward me. They brought me back to the experience of grace . . . high-fived me . . . pounded 
me on the back. A nine inning shut out . . . 4 for 4 . . . playing with grace.

“Everyone can play with grace.” Can we share it with those we love? “Everyone creates their own 
reality.” Why not create a beautiful world full of love and happiness . . . playing with grace.

*Quotes in italics taken from “The Nature of Personal Reality” by Jane Roberts.

Tonight’s Sky (June–August)
by Rich Lohman
Throughout these summer months you’ll need to wait till sometime between 9 and 9:30 before 
you can really enjoy the wonderful dark skies of our San Geronimo Valley. Before that time, 
however, you can usually identify the brighter stars and any bright planets which may be up.

I’ll begin by identifying the brightest stars and how you can find them. Let’s start by locat-
ing the Big Dipper. This time of year the B.D. is fairly low in the northwest with its handle 
pointing upward. Follow the natural “arc” of the handle upward and toward the west. You’ll 
run into Arcturus, high in the northwest. “Arc to Arcturus” is the phrase that astronomers use. 
You may notice a slight red-orange tint to Arcturus. It’s a red giant star, and has a diameter of 
about 26 times that of our sun.

A note: You can use the two stars at the dipper end of the Big Dipper to point you nearly 
horizontally to the North Star, Polaris. Polaris is not a very bright star, but people often want 
to know where it is. The sky rotates counterclockwise all night around Polaris, our pole star.
 
Moving on from Arcturus, you follow almost a straight line down toward the horizon. There 
you’ll find Spica in the constellation Virgo. “Spike to Spica” is the phrase used here. Spica is 
much dimmer that Arcturus and will have a whitish-blue tint to it. Its temperature is about 
22,000 degrees, compared with Arcturus at about 4000.

Now that we’re down close to the horizon, let’s move horizontally eastward. You’ll come to 
another bright and red-orange star, Antares. It’s the heart of Scorpius. It’ll be easier to find 
later in July as the sky shifts. 

Finally, let’s go high overhead to the 3 stars of the Summer Triangle. In early summer look 
upward from the southeast. Later in the summer look nearly straight up from the south. The 
3 stars are: Vega (nearly straight overhead); Deneb (about as high but toward the east); Altair 
(much lower). I see the triangle as an isosceles triangle, with Altair at the vertex. It’s a pretty 
large triangle, but if you have trouble finding it I recommend that you squint your eyes slight-
ly so you’re only seeing the brightest stars. Arcturus, plus these 3 are the brightest up there.

Finally in mid to late summer 
we’ll get the treat of seeing two 
beautiful and bright planets, 
Jupiter and Saturn. Looking 
nearly due south and low in the 
sky you’ll find Jupiter just to 
the left of Antares. Saturn will 
be another 30 degrees to the 
left just above Sagittarius (the 
teapot).

Questions: contact me at richne-
al@pacbell.net or 415-488-1938.

Dirt First
by Will McQuilkin

Working in the garden can be hard. It can be especially hard when you 
have to work alone. I can remember clearing out blackberry brambles 
that had overtaken the entire perimeter of my parents’ home, mostly 
alone. Now, that was simultaneously difficult and rewarding, and prob-

ably exactly what I needed at the time, but from time to time, I still found myself wishing I 
had people with me. I was fresh out of college, with no job and no prospects. I needed to be 
outside, moving my body, sweating, tracking my body’s rhythms, reminding myself that I had 
worth and ability, and that working was something that made me feel good about myself. 

But it was also tiring. I would end days with bloody arms and hands, having worn myself out 
against blackberry vines and the heat of the day. Oftentimes — like Winnie the Pooh — I 
longed for a bit of company. 

Contrast that with how I spent this past Saturday, gardening with a team of beautiful people 
working on the Lagunitas School Garden. We cracked jokes while we spread compost over 
weeded beds, we complimented each other’s work, and even when we were working quietly, 
it felt good to know more warm hands were working nearby. Most importantly, we helped, 
taught and supported one another.

Gardening with others connects you to the people and places around you. When it was too 
rainy to work in the garden this April, my beautiful friends and I helped one of the Valley’s 
resident Farmer-Poets build a mud oven. He inspired us, talking about a future in which we 
might get the chance to expand the school garden, to feed the school and the soil that raised 
us. We left the garden that day muddy handed, ruddy cheeked, and smiling.

Working with others invites the unknown into the garden. In her book, Gardening at the 
Dragon’s Gate, Wendy Johnson says, “At Green Gulch and the school and public urban plots 
where I garden, I work with all kinds of people. I have learned to trust and to garden with 
whoever shows up. We are never in control of the garden, anyway, so why not yield to the 
mystery of transformation?” I have been taught more by my friends, family and fellow garden-
ers than I ever could have taught myself. It is a joy to spend time in the garden with people 
you love, so let people you love into your garden. Use each other’s strengths. Say yes. 
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The River Otter Ecology Project
The River Otter Ecology Project researches otters non-invasively, using cameras and DNA 
analysis. We study health issues like Vibrio and Salmonella and rodenticide in otters, researche 
prey species, and teache students and adults about watersheds and otters. After all, healthy 
ottersheds make healthy watersheds for all of us! Pretty soon mother otters will be out with 
their young, teaching them all they need to know to do well. Please let us know if you see 
them, at www.riverotterecology.org.
Volunteer training is coming right up beginning May 18! Sign up on our website if you’re 
interested in learning more and helping protect these coolest of playful mammals. 

St. Cecilia’s & St. Mary’s
by Rev. Cyril O’Sullivan

My time in the Valley is about to end as I have been re-assigned to St. Isabella Parish, Terra 
Linda. Priests never stay in one area forever. As one gets older, I look back more than when 
younger. Why did I transplant myself to the U.S.? The answer is easy, I wanted to. What 
made me compelled to accept a parish in the San Geronimo Valley? That answer is easy too. I 
wanted to be here. Environmental beauty of this area, country roads adorned with trees, wild-
flowers in the meadows, horses, cows running free and the green hills of Springtime. Lastly 
the many different backgrounds of people who live here, diverse philosophies and theologies. I 
will miss this place.

San Geronimo Valley Emergency Fund
The San Geronimo Valley Emergency Fund has been serving our community since 2000. We 
are dedicated to providing financial help to qualifying applicants who are experiencing hard-
ship due to unforeseen circumstances. Our board decides awards on a case by case basis. We 
are here to serve the four villages of the San Geronimo Valley.

Over the years we have averaged a total of $12,000 a year in grants to the needy residents of 
our community. We are very thankful for our many generous donors without whom we could 
not help those who need it. We look forward to seeing and celebrating our main fundraiser 

“Jazz on the Lawn” with many of you in the early part of September. Look for our Posters in 
late summer.

Gan HaLev
Gan HaLev in the Valley!

Gan HaLev, the Jewish Congregation in San Geronimo Valley has been gathering for 26 years. 
Gan HaLev means Garden of the Heart, in Hebrew. 

Our programs take place mainly in the San Geronimo Valley and Fairfax. Gan HaLev mem-
bers and program participants come from all over Marin County. We are unaffiliated and 
consider ourselves to be post-denominational — our members come from diverse religious 
backgrounds and parts of the world. We recently participated in our annual Interfaith Forum 
with the other faith based congregations in the valley. 

We are families with children, single-parent families, couples, and single adults of all ages, at 
all stages in the life cycle. We are an inclusive, inviting community in which we participate 
and experience Jewish life. Some of our events are lay-led and sometimes we hire rabbis and 
other leaders for specific events including Shabbats and other Jewish holidays. This year we 
will be celebrating High Holidays in September at the Community Center. Rabbi Meredith 
Cahn will be again leading our service. We invite you to join us in co-creating Jewish experi-
ences meaningful to you and the community. 

For more information about Gan HaLev or to get on our mailing list, please call 415-488-
4524 or e-mail us shalom@ganhalev.org or visit our website at www.ganhalev.org.

San Geronimo Community Presbyterian Church
We look forward to a summer full of lively worship and more:

In late June we’ll begin a summer series with a fun (and very accessible) book called Biblical 
Literacy: the essential Bible stories everyone needs to know. The class will be Thursday eve-
nings at 6 pm in the Train Station. We’ll also share personal experiences (good and not so 
good!) with scripture. All are welcome, no experience required!

We are planning a Valley Sing Team summer session with our music director, Jeff Labes, for 
young people. Beginning late June, rehearsals will include a song-writing component as well! 
Location and details TBD. For more information, call Kate Clayton (415-488-9318) or 
Margaret Krauss (415-342-1667).

Our monthly movies continue on the third Friday each month. Join us!

San Geronimo Community Presbyterian Church is at 6001 SF Drake Blvd, corner of Nicasio 
Valley Rd. Phone 488-9318. 

San Geronimo Valley Affordable Housing Assoc.
Further to our announcement in the Spring Stone Soup, the San Geronimo Valley Affordable 
Housing Association (SGVAHA) is pursuing the Real Community Rentals program to assist 
property owners interested in creating a rental on their property, whether within their home or 
as a second unit. With the hiring of Mark Switzer as our Project Development Coordinator in 
February, the Association is actively engaged with more than a dozen property owners. 

Recognizing the unique opportunity of creating a second unit within the existing building 
envelope of a single family residence without any new septic system requirement, many of 
these owners are gaining an appreciation for both the immediate and long term benefits of a 
Junior Accessory Dwelling Unit (JADU).

Creating or legalizing second units (ADUs), whether detached or created as part of an existing 
building, while typically requiring septic system evaluation, deserves a second look with evolv-
ing septic requirements.

Significant landowner incentives ranging from fee waivers, to no interest loans are available 
through the program to qualified property owners.

For more information and to arrange a site visit that is confidential and entirely without obli-
gation, contact Mark Switzer at: (415) 858-8320 mark@sgvaha.org 

The Salmon Protection and Watershed Network
This summer, the Salmon Protection And Watershed Network, or SPAWN, will be using state 
grants funding to restore 500 feet of San Geronimo Creek across four private properties. The 
project will protect against bank erosion threatening homes, and restore pool and spawning 
habitats for endangered Coho salmon and steelhead.

Numerous fallen trees, logs, and rootballs will be placed in San Geronimo Creek to restore 
critical pool and riffle habitat for salmon and deflect water away from unstable banks that are 
threatening homes.

SPAWN was the only organization in Marin County this year to receive a grant from the 
Fisheries Restoration Grant Program. We’re excited to have support from local homeowners in 
demonstrating how landowners can participate in endangered species recovery.

SPAWN is a program of Turtle Island Restoration Network. For more information about 
streamside home assistance or to get on our mailing list, please call 415-663-8590, email 
info@seaturtles.org, or visit our website at www.seaturtles.org.

SGV Healthy Community Collaborative
About the Healthy Community Collaborative

Since 1996 the Community Center has hosted monthly meetings of the San Geronimo Valley Healthy Community Collaborative (HCC). The collaborative gives local organizations 
and individuals the opportunity to gather at the Community Center and share information about the work they do on behalf of our Valley community. Each member organization of 
the collaborative is invited to submit a short update on recent activities and information on upcoming events that reflect the collaborative community composition of the HCC. Each 
member organization is responsible for the content and accuracy of their submission. The HCC meets on the second Wednesday of the month 3:30-5 pm. If you would like to come to 
the meetings, send an email to dcort@sgvcc.org
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West Marin Senior Services
I’ll Never Forget; What’s Her Name?
 
Have you ever walked into a room only to forget what you went in there for? Have you forgot-
ten the name of the restaurant you ate in last week? How about trying to remember the name 
of someone you just met? 

West Marin Senior Services invites everyone to the second presentation in our six series on 
Memory and Aging. Join WMSS Board of Director, Deborah Burke as she address “Tip of 
the Tongue, Memory and Recall” on Thursday, June 20th from 4 – 5:30 pm at the Pt. Reyes 
Presbyterian Church, 11445 State Route 1, Pt. Reyes Station.

Deborah Burke was the W.M. Keck Distinguished Service Professor in the Linguistics 
and Cognitive Science Department at Pomona College in Claremont, CA and is currently 
Professor Emerita. Her research investigates aging effects on language and memory, with 30 
years of funding from the National Institute on Aging.

Wilderness Way
by Paul and Jean Berensmeier, Founding Family 1999

205 G0LF BALLS! Our story about school kids finding 102 golf balls in Larsen Creek was 
bested. An anonymous golfer dumped 103 golf balls in front of WW. Sell them? Make a 
sculpture? Thinking. . . thinking . . .

SWING TO SUMMER JUNE 20. Delicious Miner’s Lettuce - almost gone. Valley gardens - 
thriving. (many containing items from Aneice Taylor’s garden sale) Hungry hummingbirds are 
back, so clean your bird feeders and keep them full; Quail are very active. 

ZER0! Shame on the person who hit the fawn between Lagunitas/Forest Knolls and the squir-
rel near school. Every kid who took WW knows that squirrels are always changing their mind, 
so give them a little leeway when you see them crossing the road.

TPL “OPEN SPACE.” Thanks for allowing gardeners continued use of their small garden 
plots and allowing hikers, dog walkers and bikers on the trails. Weekday use is light but week-
ends find hikers, growing numbers of dog walkers, bikers and a fisher “person” or two. A joy 
to see kids playing in the “sand boxes.” and Dad leading his family of bikers on a tour on the 
paved paths and discretely turning around when spotting the rare golfer on a mission. 

San Geronimo Valley Lions
“Let’s All Get Along” at the Fourth of July Parade in Woodacre! Celebrating OVER 40 years of 
fire trucks, horses, cool old cars, big kids and little kids on bikes, stilt walkers, great floats and 
MUSIC! Starts at High Noon at the WIC and saunters down Railroad to the Dickson Ranch 
for MORE Fun! Flea market, horse demos, bingo, kids’ games, SGV Lions famous BBQ 
booth and MUSIC! Courtesy of Grace and Chuck from the Dickson Ranch and your favorite 
local Lions. Look for the parade entry forms at the PO’s beginning of June. Questions? 456-
0147!

Valley Emergency Readiness Group (VERG)
5 Tips for Wildfire Preparedness: 

1. Create Defensible Space. Free green waste days-West Marin Compost 6/8-9; 7/6-7.
2. Register on BOTH www.alertmarin.org AND nixle (test your zip to 888777). 
3. Create a written evacuation plan for each household member. 
4. Create “Go Bags” for each member and pets. 
5. Organize a Neighborhood Network - email us at sgvalleyer@gmail.com .

Congratulations to our newest CERTs., Kathy Callaway, Amber Smith-Dulin, Julie Wynn and 
Amy Waterhouse all completed the CERT course in Pt. Reyes. Special thanks to Brian and 
Shannon Delahunty for assisting. 

July 4th - Woodacre Fire Department Pancake Breakfast and VERG Booth and Raffle. All pro-
ceeds go to stock our emergency trailers. 

DONATE to our efforts through SGVCC website–simply designate your donation as “For VERG”

VERG meets the 4th Thursday of the month from 7-800 PM, West Room, SGVCC. 
Email sgvalleyer@gmail.com for information.”

Resourceful websites www.FireSafeMarin.org and www.ReadyMarin.org”,

Marin County Parks
Devastating wildfires across northern California have heightened the need 
for fire prevention and wildfire preparedness. In March 2019, the Board 
of Supervisors approved an enhanced partnership between Marin County 
Parks and the Marin County Fire Department that supports adding 
resources so more fire fuel reduction work can take place across the county. 
A 14-person fire crew will be hired on a two-year assignment to reduce 
fuel loads, maintain emergency access, and maintain ecosystem biodiver-
sity. 

Parks will also be adding two biologists to coordinate the work of the fire crew, ensuring 
environmental compliance, and reducing fire fuel in a way that promotes healthy eco-
systems. “We are looking at projects with multiple benefits. Removing stands of noxious 
weeds like acacia and broom improves natural diversity while reducing fire risk,” noted 
Parks Vegetation and Fire Ecologist Sarah Minnick.

Parks’ Measure A quarter-cent sales tax will provide $2.32 million to support the partner-
ship over the next two years. “County preserves back up to about 3,500 backyards,” said 
Max Korten, Director of Marin County Parks. “Measure A enables us to do more. The 
enhanced partnership with Fire expands our capabilities.” 

Parks and Fire have a long-standing special relationship working together to protect 
Marin’s communities and beloved natural lands. Since the Sonoma firestorms, Parks and 
Fire have collaborated even more closely on prevention and preparedness in Marin.
The partnership initiative is part of a broader action plan that coordinates with regional 
fire departments in Marin’s cities and towns, and also engages county residents. Living 
With Fire: San Geronimo, a seminar coordinated by Marin County Fire and FIRESafe 
Marin took place on April 25.  Additional wildfire preparedness events are being offered 
across Marin, emphasizing the need to build FireWise Communities and foster shared 
responsibility for awareness, prevention, and preparedness. 
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Movie Muse
by Peter Oppenheimer
Here’s one to shout out about from the rooftops. Knock Down the House 
is an intimate, humane and rousing inside look at the maverick 2018 
primary campaigns of four women, first-time candidates, challenging 
four entrenched, male, sitting Democratic congressmen. Knock Down 

the House was the 2019 winner of both the Best Documentary and Festival Favorite awards 
at this year’s Sundance Film Festival. For me, it generated a new way of looking at politics, in 
fact, a far more hopeful way than I’ve been feeling since, the 1970s really. What these extraor-
dinarily courageous women embody is a fiery fervor and righteous indignation coupled with a 
down-to-earth humility and humanity that aches and acts along with the sufferings of others. 

Knock Down the House is gripping and endearing from the first scene, which opens on a 
flushed Alexandria Ocasio Cortez putting on make-up in front of a motel room mirror. 
Speaking for the camera, she remarks how “Getting ready to go out and campaign, for a 
woman, involves so many decisions about how you are going to present yourself to the world, 
whereas for men it’s simply wear a suit or put on a nice pair of slacks with a light-colored shirt 
(sleeves rolled up).”

Two things that are standout themes in all four of the depicted campaigns are commitments 
to social justice and to wresting our governing bodies away from the corporate donor class and 
back to the grassroots. A third theme, that’s unspoken but evident, is the commitment for all 
involved to support and care for each other and to treat everyone they encounter, even oppo-
nents or haters, with respect and good will.

How did the filmmakers find four female first-timers with these same values and nobility? 
Well, that’s another interesting part of the story. In 2016 two national organizations called 
Justice Democrats and Brand New Congress put out a call for nominations, trying to cap-
ture the diversity of background and experience of the American Electorate, the people who 
are not currently represented in office. They received 10,000 nominations, one of which was 
the aforementioned AOC who was nominated by her brother and contacted at the Standing 
Rock encampment of Native American water protectors, where she had just been inspired and 
politicized.

None of the women profiled took any corporate money, as another core common goal is 
removing the corrupting influence of money in politics. As one Brand New Congress worker 
put it, “81% of the current congress are men, mostly white men, mostly millionaires, mostly 
lawyers. Most are concerned with keeping their jobs by winning the next election. That’s not 
the kind of thinking that is going to solve climate change or mass incarceration.” 
Other common proposals are expanded and improved Medicare for All, a fifteen dollar mini-
mum wage, student debt relief and more. At one point having a discussion with her strategy 
team about the words on a campaign poster, Alexandria says, I wouldn’t mind a poster that 
includes ‘Abolish ICE.’ (laughs) Up in Jackson Heights that would be gangster.”

The three other noble women we meet are Cory Bush, an African American registered nurse, 
ordained minister and mother of two teenagers. Cory was socially activated by the police kill-
ing of unarmed Michael Brown and radicalized when she witnessed the militarized police 
using indiscriminate force to squash the ensuing demonstrations in Ferguson, Missouri, six 
miles from her house.

Paula Jean Swearengin, is perhaps the least likely politician among the four. She is a European 
American, single mother of four from Coal City, West Virginia, who lost a grandparent and 

several uncles to Black Lung Disease. Standing on a nearby ridge over-looking a bombed out 
and gouged mountain top mining site, she observes, “If another country came in here and 
blew up our mountain and poisoned our water, we would go to war. But big companies can 
do it to us.” That’s why she is running.

The fourth candidate, whose campaign intersects and is interwoven with the others is Amy 
Vilela, whose entry into politics came in the wake of her daughter’s needless death after being 
denied treatment at a hospital for lack of Proof of Insurance. The warmth and humor of Knock 
Down the House is typified by a scene late at night after a long day at her campaign headquar-
ters, with books, papers, pizza boxes, etc. strewn everywhere. Amy looks into the camera and 
deadpans, “I’m Amy Vilela, and I don’t approve of this mess . . .”

I was moved and somehow emboldened by the dedication and uprightness of the dozens of 
volunteers and staffers working behind the scenes of these campaigns. So much and so many 
fascinating narratives going on, but rising above all these is the shooting star who has become 
the much reviled, and much more beloved, Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez. Seeing her in unguard-
ed moments and hearing her thoughts is very moving. She is amiable and authentic, charming 
and disarming. 

We see her with her partner, who is also heavily involved in her campaign. We meet her moth-
er and get to hear her observations abouther daughter as a child. There are home movies that 
already hint at the disarming and galvanizing warrior for social justice she is now. There are 
scenes of her waitressing, slogging buckets of ice and tending bar. “People don’t think waitress-
ing is like a real job, but working in hospitality has prepared me for this campaign. I’m used 
to eighteen hours a day on my feet, and I’m used to taking a lot of heat. I’m used to people 
trying to make me feel bad . . . . They call it working class for a reason.” We see some touch-
ing interactions with her father whom she lost in high school and hear about some lessons she 
learned from him. And, of course, more.

The cumulative impact from watching these stories has made many people want to cheer and 
embrace a crazy hope that maybe our democracy could yet transform into its higher potential. 
That remains to be seen. And for that to occur, we must each be more than spectators of the 
revolution that needs to occur. But for an engaging and endearing pep talk, find the next nine-
ty-minute window in your calendar and find a friend who has Netflix, so you can watch Knock 
Down the House in the comfort of a home.

Support Your Community Center
• Make a monthly contribution

• Contribute stocks, bonds, real estate or a vehicle

• Make a planned gift to the Community Center through your estate planning.

To donate, visit www.sgvcc.org 

Facility Rentals Available
For gatherings large and small, consider holding your next event  

at the Community Center!
• Option A: Four-hour minimum rental of Valley Room, West Room, Lobby and 

Kitchen starting at $250. 
• Option B: Individual room rentals $30/hr, $25 each additional hour.
• Community Gym and Loft hourly rentals available; ask for details.
• Rental discounts for community events and for Community Center contributors.

For more information, contact Poko at 488-8888, ext 250, or pgiacomini@sgvcc.org. 



 SGV Community Center Stone Soup Page 17

More Spring Art Show 2018 
Photos by Donn DeAngelo

Mallory Geitheim

Marie Eisen Marion Shippey
Martin Lesinski

Marty Meade

Michael Lewis

Michael Miller

Michel Kotski

Micheley Allen
Molly Rea

Muniera Kadrie

Parra O’Siochain
Paul Valente Peg Hunter

Peter Pennypacker

Richard D. James Richard Lang

Rudi Dundas

Sandy White

Sarah Mays-Salin
Sierra Salin Tom Tabakin

Wiley Raffael
Travis J. Meinolf

Meztli Sanchez

Michel Venghiattis
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We have 30+ years of working in the San Geronimo Valley.

Offering full services of Septic/Dirt/Landscape  
expertise including steep and hard access.

We work with all types of septic systems, new and old.

Free advice.

All discussions strictly confidential.

24 Emergency Work.

Bob Penner
Cell (415) 302-0720
License #A902943
email: pennerbob@yahoo.com

H A R D  S C A P E ,  I N C .
Working with the earth since 1980



Regular Meetings and Events
Community Center Board mtg. 2nd Thursday 6:00 pm Comm Center
Artists’ Receptions 2nd Sunday 4:00 pm Comm Center
4-H Meeting 1st Monday 6:30 pm Lag. School
Healthy Comm. Collaborative 2nd Wednesday 3:30 pm Comm Center
Lag. Ed. Foundation (LEAP) mtg. Last Thursday 7:00 pm Lag. School
Lions Club Dinner 4th Thursday 7–9 pm Two Bird Cafe
SGV Al-Anon Family Group Thursdays 7–8 pm Presby. Church
SGV Planning Group  2nd Monday  7:30 pm WW Env. Ctr.
School Board mtg. 3rd Thursday 6:00 pm Lag. School
Senior Lunch Every Monday Noon Comm Center
Senior Lunch Every Thursday Noon Comm Center
Serenity Knolls After Care mtg. Every Tuesday 7:00 pm Comm Center
WIC Board Meeting 3rd Tuesday 7:00 pm WIC
Rainbow Playgroup Every Tuesday  10–noon Room 9
Rainbow Playgroup Every Thursday  10–noon Room 9
VERG (Valley Emer. Response Group) 3rd Thursday 7 pm WW Env. Ctr.
Woodacare Garden Club 3rd Saturday 9:30 am Oval Park

Community  
 Calendar

Adult 
Classes  
at the  
Center 
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June
Sat 1 8:30 am Family Pancake Breakfast LOFT
Wed  12  6 pm  8th Grade graduation  Lag School
Thu  13    Last day of School Lag School
Sun 16 2–4 pm Off The Wall Freewrite Comm Center
Fri 21 7 pm Kate’s Cafe Comm Center
Sun 23 6 pm Family Music Hour Comm Center
Thu 27 6 pm SF Mime Troupe Lag Field

July
Thu 4 8:00 am Annual Fire Dept. Pancake Breakfast Woodacre FD
Thu 4 Noon 4th of July Parade, Flea Mkt. BBQ Woodacre
Sat 6 8:30 am Family Pancake Breakfast LOFT
Sun 14 4-7 pm Art Reception: Photography Group Show Comm Center
Sun 21 2–4 pm Off The Wall Freewrite Comm Center
Fri 26 7 pm Kate’s Cafe Comm Center

August
Sat 3 8:30 am Dads and Kids Pancake Breakfast LOFT
Sun 11 4-7 pm Art Reception: Lars Johnson and the Bagel Boys Comm Center
Sun 18 2:00 pm Off The Wall Freewrite Comm Center
Tues 20 8:30 am First Day of School Lagunitas School
Fri 23 7 pm Kate’s Cafe Comm Center

September
Sat 7 8:30 am Family Pancake Breakfast LOFT
Sat 21 6 pm International Day of Peace Comm Center
Fri 27 7 pm Kate’s Cafe Comm Center
Sun 29 7:00 pm Rosh Hashana Eve 
Sun 15 2:00 pm Off The Wall Freewrite Comm Center

DAY CLASS TIME TEACHER CONTACT START DATE  
Mondays Core and Strengthening Fitness 8:45–10:00 am Susan Chavez   Ongoing
Mondays Exercise for Altacockers 10:45–11:45 am Carole Alter   Ongoing
Tuesdays Corematics 7:30–8:30 am Susan Chavez   Ongoing
Tuesdays T’ai Chi Long Form 10:00–11 am Vicki Chase 488-4213 Ongoing
Tuesdays Exercise for Altacockers 8:45–9:45 pm Carole Alter   Ongoing
Wednesdays Core and Strengthening Fitness 8:45–10:00 am Susan Chavez   Ongoing
Wednesdays Yuan Gong 9:00–10:00 am  Amy Matthaei 342-3579 Ongoing
Wednesdays Exercise for Altacockers 10:45–11:45 am Carole Alter   Ongoing
Thursdays Corematics 7:30–8:30 am Susan Chavez   Ongoing
Thursdays Handwork Group 1:00 pm Rebecca Maloney   Ongoing
Fridays Core and Strengthening Fitness 8:30–9:30 am Susan Chavez   Ongoing
Fridays T’ai Chi Long Form 9:00–10:00 am Kenn/Vicki Chase 488-4213 Ongoing
Fridays T’ai Chi Short Form 10:00–11:00 pm Kenn Chase 488-4213 Ongoing
Fridays Meade’s Watercolor Basics 10:10 am–1:00 pm Marty Meade 488-4210 Ongoing

Community Center Staff Directory
and Phone Extensions
Dave Cort, Executive Director . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . .415-488-8888 ext. 224
 dcort@sgvcc.org
Jack Sayers, Director of Operations . . . . . . . . . . . 415-488-8888 ext. 251
 jsayers@sgvcc.org
Nicole Ramirez, Director of Human Services and Youth Programs 
 nramirez@sgvcc.org . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 415-488-8888 ext. 254
Rebecca Teague, Development Coordinator. . . . . 415-488-8888 ext. 253
 rteague@sgvcc.org
Larry Rippee, Visual Arts Coordinator/Events . . . 415-488-8888 ext. 252
 lrippee@sgvcc.org
Julie Young, Youth & Senior Programs. . . . . . . . . 415-488-4118 ext. 309 
 jyoung@sgvcc.org
Poko Giacomini, Human Services and Facilities Coordinator. 
 pgiacomini@sgvcc.org . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 415-488-8888 ext. 250
Howie Cort, Gym/LOFT Coordinator  . . . . . . . . 415-488-4118 ext. 219
 hcort@sgvcc.org
Buck Chavez, Family Advocate - Gym/LOFT . . . 415-488-4118 ext. 218
 gym@sgvcc.org
Amber Smith-Dulin, Family Advocate - Gym/LOFT 
 asmith-dulin@sgvcc.org . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 415-488-4118 ext. 218
Alexa Davidson, Young Adult Coordinator . . . . .. . . 415-488-4888 ext. 251 
  adavidson@sgvcc.org
Robin Hendrickson-Nelson, VAST Coordinator 415-488-4118 ext. 506
 vast@sgvcc.org
Zoila Berardi, Family Advocate - Gym/LOFT. . . . .415-488-4118 ext. 309
Sophie Davidson, Family Advocate - Gym/LOFT . .415-488-4118 ext. 309
Alyssa Gleason, Family Advocate - Gym/LOFT  . . .415-488-4118 ext. 309
Lhasa Yudice, Family Advocate - Gym/LOFT . . . . .415-488-4118 ext. 309
The LOFT . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 415-488-4118 ext. 218
Gym Office  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 415-488-4118 ext. 219
“Zoila’s” Childcare Center  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 415-488-4118 ext. 309


