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Peace Love and Activism
By Larry Rippee
For two years running San Geronimo Valley Community Center has hosted an International Day of 
Peace Festival.  

The event featuring an all-day music concert, group art show, guest speakers and other activities focused on 
the subject of global peace began in 2015 at the instigation (and the inspiration) of Ted Wright. This year 
with the added interest and nostalgia surrounding the 50th anniversary of the Summer of Love we are 
merging the two deeply related themes into a two-day event--Peace Love and Activism.

On Saturday August 26, the festival will kick off with an evening of films and guest speakers address-
ing topics of peace building, activism, inner peace and non-violent action.

We plan to present a compelling selection of short films from around the globe representing a full 
spectrum of perspectives on peace and how to manifest it.

It’s Ted Wright’s hope the evening’s presentations will “shine a light on some of those organizations 
and individual change-makers all over the planet, of every culture, persuasion and age, who are 
engaged in the most inspiring and heart touching efforts within their communities.”

On Sunday, the 27th, the Main Stage in the courtyard we will feature an exciting roster of live music.
On the bill is Achilles Wheel, a high energy band from Nevada City performing a mash up of Roots, 
Blues, Bluegrass, World Music and Rockadelia. The band consists of Jonny Mojo on vocals and guitar, 
with Paul Kamm (guitar and vocals), Shelby Snow (bass and vocals), Ben Jacobs (keys and accordion), 
Mark McCartney (drums and vocals) and Gary Campus (drums and percussion). Achilles Wheel 
received the 2016 Band of the Year award from radio station KTKE. 

Also on the bill is the Valley All-Stars featuring Howie Cort, David Russ and many Valley-based  
special guests.
.
There will be a bouncy house, food supplied by Revivir la Cultura and much more.

More than ever we need some good news. We receive a daily media dose of dark and ominous reports. We 
hear about the problems but rarely do we hear about those working towards solutions.

It’s the Center’s hope that we can contribute to spreading the news that peace activism is thriving as well.

About the peace festival Ted Wright said: “I love this day because it is such a powerful reminder to me 
that, even in the midst of all that may not be going well, real peace is alive and well, and still funda-
mental in our lives. It is so much more than the absence of conflict,”

 “It has been said, and I wholeheartedly agree, that beyond the history’s greatest discoveries, creations 
and civilizations, real and lasting global peace would far and away be mankind’s finest achievement”. 

continued on Page 2

MELVIN WRIGHT AND 
JOSEPH WALSH
WINNERS OF THE EDIE ROBINSON COMMUNITY SERVICE 
AWARD FOR 2016 AND 2017

By Diane Matthew
The Edie Robinson Community Service Award (ERCSA) was created in1999 as a way 
of permanently honoring Edie Robinson’s many years of community service, and hon-
oring residents of the San Geronimo Valley who make outstanding long term contribu-
tions to life in the Valley. The award recognizes positive achievement, devotion, and 
community building. Every second year the ERCSA committee initiates a broad com-
munity nomination process, to choose two recipients, one for the current year and one 
for the year just ended. The recipient’s portraits will be rendered by Anne McClain and 
added to the beautiful ERCSA triptych that hangs in the Community Center.
Melvin Wright and Joseph Walsh have been awarded the Edie Robinson Community 
Service Award for 2016 and 2017 respectively. The ERCSA Committee had an extraor-
dinarily difficult time making the decisions because of the large field of excellent nomi-
nees (see below).

Mel Wright was nominated by The Valley Broom Removal Crew (The Extractigators), 
The Planning Group, Wilderness Way and previously in 2013 by the Turtle Island 
Restoration Network. The “Extractigators” wrote that he was a founding member of 
the Broom Removal Crew and since that time Mel has worked every Thursday, rain or 
shine, to clear broom from the Upper Conifer Trail, Edgewood Trail, Rock Ridge Trail, 
Hill Road, Maurice Thorner Open Space Preserve, Roy’s Redwoods and several private 

Melvin Wright Joseph Walsh



Rolling Stones
by Dave Cort, Executive Director
Originally, I was preparing to write this Rolling Stones 
column about our depressing and getting worse by the 
hour national and international political climate. I was 
feeling somewhat hopeless just thinking about all of this, 
but at the same time it felt like it could be a good release 
to write it up and share with all of you through my col-
umn. I kept procrastinating sitting it my computer, but 
since the deadline for submission had passed I figured I 
would get to work on it after I played Saturday morning 
basketball. 

This turned out to be a great move as my mindset 
changed as I headed out on a beautiful and warm Saturday morning in late May, I experi-
enced one of those amazing days right here in our community. My timing was perfect as 
I showed up at pickup basketball and got on a team with Buck and Neal Chavez. Playing 
with the Chavez Family is a great treat as everyone in their family plays with so much pas-
sion and pure love of the game. Whenever I play with teammates who are at a higher level 
than me, I play so much better, hustle more, make good passes and shots. There were over 
20 people between the age of 14 and 72 at basketball that morning having a super healthy 
experience in the nice fresh Valley air and sunshine.

Following basketball, Jay Soladay invited me over to his place in Woodacre to cool off by 
taking a swim in their wonderful pool. The temperature was around 90 degrees so the swim 
was awesome. I had a great hang out with Jay and Liora and we had a chance to check in 
about the Golf Tournament fundraiser, which was coming up later in that week. Jay and 
Liora have volunteered to chair this event for ten years now and it is the key fundraising 
event for the Community Gym and the LOFT. Close to 150 people participate in this 
event every year. 

After I left the Soladay’s I drove by Warner Field at the Woodacre Improvement Club and 
saw that there was a Little League game going on. When my son Daley was around ten 
years old Little League was a huge part of our lives every spring so I decided to stop at the 
game for a few innings, as I know many of the families whose kids are playing. There was 
a team from Fairfax and I immediately ran into a colleague of mine named Michelle who 
works in Congressman Jared Huffman’s Marin office. Michelle has been very involved with 
the disturbing case of the long time resident of San Rafael who was picked up by I.C.E. last 
week. There had been an outcry of support by the Congressman and the entire community 
for this family person who has been a long community volunteer. 

After this interesting conversation with Michelle who also updated me about other proj-
ects that Congressman Huffman is working I headed to the Community Center. While 
I was driving there I was listening to my favorite radio program on KPFA called Blues 
By The Bay. The show’s host Tom Mazzolini was playing the music of and discussing the 
Paul Butterfield Blues Band. He shared some great stories about how the band was formed 
and the clubs they played in Chicago. I sat in my car at the post office for about twenty 
minutes listening to this great music and history. When I arrived back to the Community 
Center there were a number of people there viewing our spring art show as this was the 
closing weekend. One of the people who attended the show was our local resident Elvin 
Bishop, who most of you know was in the Paul Butterfield Blues Band. That was truly a 
wow moment and I had a few minutes to say hello to Elvin and share with him how much 
I enjoyed listening to this incredible music history which Elvin played a major role in. He 
was gracious as ever as we had a nice talk.

That same Saturday, the Open Classroom was carrying on a thirty plus year tradition of 
their spring fundraiser on the school campus. There were hundreds of people at the event 
square dancing, playing fun games, eating fabulous food and desserts. There was a rock and 
roll band of Open Classroom students playing some fantastic original music. It was a fan-
tastic event where dozens of parents came together to raise money for their school program. 

There were a number of events going on around the Valley that same day that I did not 
make it to including a Community Emergency Response Training (CERT) and a San 
Geronimo Valley Lions Club Rebuilding The Valley project where dozens of Lions volun-
teered to make improvements at the home of one of our Valley Seniors. That night Howie 
and I were invited to a friends house in Forest Knolls for a BBQ dinner and then we went 
to the Papermill Creek Saloon and set up Howie’s drums as she was playing music that 
night with a band from Fairfax called King and Ace. 

Throughout this Saturday it seemed like our entire Valley community was engaged in 
some sort of healthy activity. It felt great to stay focused locally. While it is important that 
we educate ourselves and be aware of our national and international issues staying focused 
locally is the healthiest activity for me. 
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Community Center Board of Directors:

Jean Berensmeier, Founder

Credits
Stone Soup is printed four times a year and reflects the diverse cultural interests of the 
Community Center and the Valley. Though it is a publication of the San Geronimo Valley 
Community Center, it is meant as a journal for everyone in or around the Valley. We are interested 
in your input. If you have any comments, ideas for articles or columns, news, art, stories, poetry, 
photography, or information for the Milestones column, please forward them to:  The Stone Soup 
Editorial Committee c/o San Geronimo Valley Community Center, 6350 Sir Francis Drake Blvd. 
P.O. Box 194, San Geronimo, CA 94963. Phone 415-488-8888 • Fax: 488-9398 • email:  
drusss@sgvcc.org, or visit www.sgvcc.org. 
Stone Soup does not exercise editorial control on the content of submissions by organizations, 
byline columnists, or display ads. We reserve the right to refuse to publish ads or submissions.

Editorial Committee: Amos Klausner, Dave Cort, David Russ
Proofreading: Dave Cort, Larry Rippee
Production: David Russ, Russ Ranch Productions
Printing: Marin Sun
Ads: Larry Rippee

Marian H. Cremin, LCSW, President
Carol Rebscher, Vice President
John Beckerley, Secretary
John Rutledge, Treasurer
David Bernard
Mike Cusick

Steve Granville 
Barbara Hoefle 
Amos Klausner
David Lakes
Alexander McQuilkin
Ramon Ramirez

Support Your  
Community Center

• Make a monthly contribution

• Contribute stocks, bonds, real estate or a vehicle

• Make a planned gift to the Community Center through your estate planning.

To donate, visit www.sgvcc.org 

properties where broom threatened to become the dominant species. 
Mel used his knowledge of native plant to select propagate and plant native plants where 
the broom had been removed. His dedication has been an inspiration to other Community 
members and has helped build the group to the much larger number of volunteers who 
work every week to preserve the native plants and biological diversity that make out Valley 
the special place it is.

The Planning Group and Wilderness Way wrote that: Mel Wright has singlehandedly grown 
thousands of native plants to protect and restore streamside forests. They have been used in Marin 
County Open Space, on the Valley Golf Course, Cronin fish viewing area, Flanders ranch and the 
backyards of many Valley residents. He built much of SPAWN’s nursery, worked with hundreds 
of interns and students, led volunteers to rescue native plants and collect seeds and cuttings for 
propagation. Mel worked with others and the Planning Group to defeat the MMWD proposal to 
put a 10 million gallon water tank on Blueberry Ridge in Woodacre.

Joe Walsh was nominated by The San Geronimo Valley Affordable Housing Association 
(SGVAHA) and John Beckerley of St. Cecilia’s Church. They wrote that Mr. Walsh has 
shown exemplary decades-long community involvement as a driving force for affordable 
workforce, low-income family and senior housing in our local community, unincorporated 
West Marin and throughout Marin County overall.

The SGVAHA board wrote that in 1978 Mr. Walsh became a founding board member 
(and three time President) of the Association, which has built three, shared occupancy, low-
income senior homes and more recently acquired the 20 unit Forest Knolls Trailer court. 
Mr. Walsh was a founding member of the San Rafael Chamber of Commerce Affordable 
Housing Committee, Which has now become the Marin Consortium for Workforce 
Housing….is now on the finance committee of the Marin County Workforce Housing 
Trust. He is an active member of the Marin Environmental Housing Collaborative. He also 
serves on the Board of Directors of EAH, a non-profit developer of affordable housing. Mr. 
Walsh says he sees these achievements as just part of “increasing public awareness and sup-
port fot the creation of workforce housing.” Mr. Beckerley of St. Cecilia’s wrote that Mr. 
Walsh was instrumental in creating Senior Housing in Pt. Reyes, low cost housing on the 
French Ranch and convincing the County to purchase the Forest Knolls Trailer Court for 
affordable housing. He has also been an active and contributing member of the Valley Lions 
Club, part of the St. Cecilia’s community and a resident, with his wife Geraldine, of the 
Valley for forty-five years.

The ERCSA committee received nine other nominations for very deserving community 
volunteers (it should be noted that the committee carries nominations forward for future 
recipients):

Jerry Feickert was nominated by Amy Valens and Aneice Taylor.
Al and Lisa Baylacq were nominated by John Beckerley of CYO Basketball and St. Cecilia’s 
Church.
Andrew and Susi Giacomini were nominated by John Beckerley of CYO Basketball and St. 
Cecilia’s Church.
Sean Sullivan was nominated by West Marin Senior Services.
Allison Puglisi was nominated by West Marin Senior Services.
Jim and Janelle Fazackerley were nominated by the SGV Planning Group.
Al Lubow was nominated by the Valley Broom Removal Crew.
We would also like to recognize two posthumous nominations:
Susan Swan nominated by the Valley Emergency Fund and the SGV Lions Club 
Gary Giacomini nominated by the Community Center.

Mel Wright and Joe Walsh will be presented their Edie Robinson Community Service 
awards and all nominees will be honored at the San Geronimo Valley Presbyterian Church 
on Monday, June 5, 2017 starting at 5 pm. At the event a BBQ dinner will be hosted by the 
San Geronimo Valley Healthy Community Collaborative. All community members are wel-
come and asked to bring a potluck salad, appetizer or dessert.

Awards from Page 1



Volunteer Profile:
Bev Kinsey and Mary 
Chapman–Book Cart 
Ladies
By Nicole Ramirez
On any given Thursday in front of the West room at the 
San Geronimo Valley Community Center you can find Bev 
Kinsey and Mary Chapman seated or standing with a book 
filled cart ready to engage with the community. Bev Kinsey 
and her husband Roy moved to the Valley last year from 
Fountain Hills, Arizona to be closer to their son and his 
family. In Arizona, Bev worked at a Library book store and 
felt that gave her a connection to the community. Moving 
to a new place, she wanted to have that same connection, so 
she and Mary Chapman brought the Book Cart to the San 
Geronimo Valley Community Center last April 2016. The 
Book Cart features a variety of books every week and is lit-
erally a cart that is wheeled out to the bench and on display. 
The charge for the books is very affordable and nothing is 
over $2.00. All the proceeds are donated to Community 
Center and the joy of reading and learning is encouraged 
by both ladies. I was able to chat with Bev about the Book 
Cart and her passion of reading and commitment to the community she lives in. We had a 
great conversation and Bev is truly a gem to have in any community.

Q: What inspired you to have a Book Cart at the San Geronimo Valley Community Center?

Bev: I have always loved books. I worked in a library book store in Arizona and really valued 
the connection it gave me with the community that I was living in. Moving to the valley I 
really wanted to mesh with the community, and having a Book Cart gave me that opportunity. 
I wanted to be a part of where I live and I thought it would be a nice gift to the Community 
Center. 

Q: Where do the books come from? 

Bev: The books are from our collection and since we started many people have returned or 
donated books to the cart. We try to establish a standard of books we will take. First they have 
to be in good condition. Not too old because of changing times and events. And we do not 
want to be a dumping ground for people to just leave books. We want the books to have rel-
evance. Mary and I try to be knowledgeable about what we are selling, to offer insight to our 
patrons.

Q: What do you enjoy about having the Book Cart?

Bev: I enjoy coming every Thursday and getting to know people in the community and what 
they like to read. We now have “regulars” who come to return books, donate or to just see 
what we have. It is fun to get to know what people like to read and what they enjoy. We can 
anticipate what they might be interested in. For Mary who lived in Woodacre for many years 
and now resides in Novato, the Book Cart gives her a chance to see old friends and neighbors 
and the community she loves so much.

Q: How much money has the Book Cart made so far? 

Bev: To date the Book Cart has made approximately $800 which is all donated to the San 
Geronimo Valley Community Center.

Q: Any last, words, thoughts or feelings you would like to share about your Book Cart 
adventure?

Bev: It is truly a thrill to encourage people to read and inspire the love of books. Reading is 
something you’ll always be able to do, short of losing your eyesight. It is a joy to get lost in a 
book. Reading can connect you to the real world. In today’s world of technology people often 
lose their relation and are disengaged with print. Books give you an opportunity to be engaged, 
educated and immersed in culture, traditions, and differences. 

On behalf of the entire San Geronimo Valley Community Center staff, we are so grateful that 
the Book Cart landed here. What a treasure is has been to have our own personal library here 
at the Center every Thursday. Bev feels she has not done a great job of advertising or getting 
the word out about the Book Cart, so I hope this article featuring some amazing volunteers 
inspires you to come and check it out. Where else can you purchase affordable books where 
the proceeds are donated and have two amazing women provide you with knowledgeable 
insight about the book? Right here every Thursday.

Thank You Ladies for your contributions and support to the Community Center, and thank 
you for being ambassadors to the world of reading and books.
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VOLUNTEERS
The following people volunteered in the Community Center’s Food Bank, Senior Lunches, Arts and 
Events, School Readiness, School Dances, Gardening and Maintenance. Thank you!!! We apologize if 
anyone was accidentally left off the list. Please let us know and we will add your name!

Dinelle Abrams
Huda Al-Jamal
Carole Alter
Alejandro Alvarado
Linda Amari
Debra Amerson
Ally Arnold
Kristy Arroyo
Manny Arroyo
Elizabeth Ayers
Andrew Bailey
Bard Bailey
Al Baylacq
Dylan Baylacq
Lisa Baylacq
Nancy Bennett
Jean Berensmeier
Lee Berensmeier
Paul Berensmeier
Geoff Bernstein
Barbara Brauer
Larry Brauer
Sarah Brewster
Patty Brockely
Tim Cain
Don Carney
John Carroll
Joshua Carter
Sadie Carter
Jean Chapman
Mary Chapman
Alan Charne
E.J. Chavez
Chelsey Chite
Laurie Chorna
Ellen Christiansen
Rev. Kate Clayton
Denise Colwell
Sylvia Cornejo
Daley Cort
Dorothy Cox
Burrill Crohn
Alexa Davidson
Katie Davidson
Mike Davidson
Samantha Davidson
Sophie Davidson
Donn DeAngelo
Gaetano DeFelice
Dominican Nursing 

Students
Neely Evnoff
Janelle Fazackerley
Jim Fazackerley
Jerry Feickert
Stephanie Fein
Roberta Floden
Laura Flores
Chuck Ford
Dwayne Foster
Lila Friday
Maria Martha Garcia

Terry Garthwaite
Andrew Giacomini
Rakanui Giacomini
Susi Giacomini
Al Giddings
Dan Giddings
Zachary Gilmour
Catherine Granville
Don & Luisa Greer
Jim Griffiths
Judy Hall
Halleck Creek Ranch
Marilyn Halseth
Ed Healy
Cio Hernandez
Mike Howe
Chrystal Hunter
Richard James
Lars Johnson
Muniera Kadrie
Wendi Kallins
Dahlia Kamesar
Jack Kamesar
Allison Keyes
Jennifer Kim
Bev Kinsey
Jean Kinsey
Kayla Kinsman
Veronica Buros 

Kleinberg
Michel Kotski
KWMR Radio
Skye La Ponte
Liz Lauter
Jennifer Livingston
Rich Lohman
Al Lubow
Rebecca Maloney
Jon Marker
Cipriano Martinez
Esther Martinez
Noah Marty
Pat McGraw
Alexander McQuilkin
Catherine McQuilkin
Michael McQuilkin
Bud Meade
Kevin Meade
Marty Meade
Carl Miller
Ashley Murray
Tia Nerviani
Jodi Newdelman
Judy North
Legal Aid of Marin
Open Classroom 

Students
Peter Oppenheimer
Para O’Siochain
Marcia Phipps
Allison Puglisi
Dave Puglisi

Susan Radelt
Cody Rahn
Laura Ramirez
Jonah Rasmussen
Jane Rawlinson
Jim Rawlinson
Molly Rea
Revolution 9
Savannah Robinson
Savannah Robinson
Lourdes Romo
Socorro Romo
Elena Rongalia
Dave Rosen
Marty Rosenblum
Shawkie Roth
Michelle Rutledge
Fasha Rys-Solorzano
Angelo Sacheli
Sadaf Sadar
Suzanne Sadowsky
San Geronimo Golf 

Course
San Geronimo Preschool
Socorro Santiago
Margo Schmidt
Liz Seabury
Rosemary Sharp
Laura Sherman
Richard Sloan
Jay Soladay
Liora Soladay
SPAWN Interns
Sean Sullivan
Beth Cooper Tabakian
Tom Tabakin
Taste Bakery in Fairfax
Cyrus Thelin
Jasper Thelin
Leelee Thomas
James Tolbert
Halina Triong
Dolma Tso
Nina Tso
Vilda Foundation
Elizabeth Villano
Judy Voets
Gabi von-Dallwitz
YuYu Wai
Katie Walker
Nick Ward
JeanA Warner
Tina Wayte
Carol Whitmire
Conrad Williams
Charlie Wirtz
Josh Witt
Woodacre Garden Club
Youth Leadership 

Institute
Shumei Liu Zhang
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Services

Food Bank
Emergency food  distribution is offered two days a week, year round to Valley families. 
Staffed by local volunteers, the Food Bank is supported by the Marin Community Food 
Bank and by generous donations from local Valley people and service organizations. 
Information is provided on nutrition and healthy eating, and, when available, fresh surplus 
produce from the School-Community Garden is offered to Food Bank clients. 

The Food Bank needs volunteers. Can you help on Thursday mornings at 9 am or after-
noons at 4 pm? Call Nicole 415-488-8888

The Community Center Food Bank is open Monday from 9: 00 am – 5:00 pm and Thursday 
afternoons from 2:00–5:00 pm. 

Food Bank Banter
By Nicole Ramirez
Times are changing. The current political temperature is all over the place, mostly hot or very 
cold depending on your perspective. Unfortunately the decisions made from the top trickle down 
to us the real people, the community, and the most vulnerable. The direction that the current 
administration is going contradicts the very core of many, including myself. I struggle to make 
sense of it all. Walls divide people, families, and communities. Walls isolate people and send a 
message of separation. My work here at the San Geronimo Valley Community Center is the polar 
opposite of this ideology. I am personally committed to inclusive and healthy relations within 
our community. Although not registered as a sanctuary site, the SGVCC is dedicated to serving 
and protecting the families and individuals of this community. I am proud when I look to my 
colleagues who are champions for equality. We will continue to create a place where children can 
play and create, where seniors can congregate, where families and individuals can safely access 
food and where everyone feels safe. 

Some communities around the state are rallying to support the most vulnerable. We are so fortu-
nate to live in one of these communities. At the West Marin Collaborative monthly meeting held 
in the Point Reyes library where all the local non-profits, county representatives and faith based 
organizations meet a new group was inspired to support those with immigration issues. The 
group that arose is called the Immigration Rapid Response Team. This grassroots effort was estab-
lished to be a hands on community based team that could provide legal advice as well as next 
steps to those with immigration questions. The San Geronimo Valley Community Center will be 
hosting a workshop in mid- June or early July. (TBA) In effort to provide the best resources I am 
calling out to all willing to help . . . . 

Bi-lingual Volunteers

Mobile Notary Public

Lawyers-(Immigration) or willing to offer time and advice for free

It takes a village to keep a village. Let’s work together to end hate, discrimination and fear. Let’s provide 
a sense of equality for our children to grow and treat everyone as equal. Come out and help!

For more Information or if you are willing to be a part of the Immigration Rapid Response 
TEAM please call Nicole Ramirez at 415-488-8888 X254

Senior Programs, 
Activities and Services at 
the Community Center
The San Geronimo Valley Community Center is excited to be offering healthy and interac-
tive programs for people of all ages. We are especially proud of our programs for people 60 
years of age and over – our senior lunch, our cultural events, art shows and much more. We 
also have an electronic newsletter with updates every few weeks with new information and 
lunch menus. Send an e-mail to Nicole Ramirez at nramirez@sgvcc.org to have your name 
added to the list.

We are offering ongoing programs here at the Center to keep our lives vibrant. There are 
also an array of classes that are reasonably priced listed in our Stone Soup Catalog. 

Ongoing Programs:

Senior Lunch Mondays and Thursdays at Noon

This very popular program has been operating since February 2009 at the Center. We have 
delicious well-balanced meals brought in from the kitchens of Good Earth Natural Foods 
with new menus every week. Some of the most popular meals are taco day, eggplant par-
mesan, and barbequed chicken. All the main courses have great sides and salads and fresh 
fruit. It’s the happening event for a healthy meal and great conversation with neighbors and 
friends. Suggested donation for seniors is $3 a meal and for others the charges is $6 per per-
son. Monday’s lunch is in the West Room and Thursday’s lunch is in the Valley Room here 
at the SGVCC.

Emergency Food Pantry Thursdays at 1-2 pm in the West Room for people attending the 
Senior Lunch. Fresh nutritious food – fresh produce, dairy, canned goods, eggs, chicken – to 
prepare healthy meals at home. (The Food Pantry is also open on Mondays from 9am-5pm).

Mah Jong Learn how to play or play with others on Friday afternoons from 1:00 until 3:30 
in the Valley Room at the SGVCC. Bring your set if you have one. 

Ping Pong at 1pm on Thursdays after Senior Lunch. A free program in the Community 
Gym offered by volunteer Jack Sayers. Sundays from 3:30-6pm

Jazz in the Afternoon Thursdays at 1:30pm in the Valley Room following Senior Lunch. 
Every week a Jazz combo with Judy Hall and friends play great music for all to enjoy. Free

Growing Old Gracefully–A Senior Peer Counseling Group. Wednesdays from 10 to 
11:30am. Volunteer counselors help senior members of our community sort through the 
transitions and realities of aging that we all face: the loss of independence and control, isola-
tion, and declining physical health. Limited to 10 seniors. Sign up with Sarah Brewster at 
415-488-0419.

Senior Book Club Meets the second Monday of each Month at 1 pm in the Valley Room. 
Please contact Carl Miller at psycarl@gmail.com

Excercise for Alta Cockers Mondays and Wednesdays at 10:45am-11:45am; Tuesdays 
at 8:45am-9:45am in the Valley Room. This class is fun! In one hour you will warm up, 
stretch, dance, (sometimes ballet or Latin, belly dance, jazz, waltz and more) Tai Bo & Qi 
Gong. All working together organically and synergistically adding up to one hour of “Doing 
the Right Thing” and we get to Yiddish too. Oy! Be a mensh, forget all your tsures, don’t 
forget to tighten your tuches and come to the San Geronimo Valley Community Center 
Wednesday mornings. Guaranteed to work your stomach muscles by laughing. And guess 
what it’s FREE and it’s beshert (Meant to Be).

Volunteer Opportunities We have many ways that seniors provide support to the Center for 
its various programs and activities. Please call Nicole at 488-8888, ext. 254 if you have some 
time to spare and we will try to find a job that fits your interests and schedule.

Facility Rentals Available
For gatherings large and small, consider holding your next event  

at the Community Center!
• Option A: Four-hour minimum rental of Valley Room, West Room, Lobby and 

Kitchen starting at $250. 
• Option B: Individual room rentals $32 per hour.
• Community Gym and Loft hourly rentals available; ask for details.
• Rental discounts for community events and for Community Center contributors.
For more information, contact Poko at 415-488-8888, ext. 250, or pgiacomini@sgvcc.org. 
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It’s on its way! The 
2017 Resource Guide
In celebration of the SGV Community Center’s 50th anniversary in 
2019, the 2017 edition of the Resource Guide will be a large-size, 8-1/2 
by 11” volume, brimming with an amazing collection of stories, photos, 
profiles and more. The Guide will be unveiled at the Heart of the Valley 
Gala on Saturday, October 14, and appear in Valley and Nicasio mail 
boxes shortly afterward. 

Proofreaders Needed! We need keen-eyed volunteers to help us root out 
the printing errors that inevitably crop up. Please contact [who?] to learn 
more. 

Online Edition: In addition to the print edition, there will be an expand-
ed online version of the 2017 Resource Guide, which will include not 
only the contents of the print edition but will offer more features, includ-
ing a Business & Artists Directory. 

Attention Businesses & Artists: Send your information, up to 120 charac-
ters, to resourceguide@sgvcc.org for a free listing. 

Sample listings include: 

Barbara Swift Brauer, 415-488-4605, bsbraurer@sonic.net – Writer, edi-
tor, consultant. Manuscript developement & criticque.

R.T. Wilson Plumbing, 415-488-4867, Cell: 415-609-5903, rtwilson-
plumbing@yahoo.com, locally owned and operated. Lic. #723535

Financial Emergency? 
There are three local nonprofit organizations that may be able to provide small grants to fam-
ilies or individuals in need. These are generally one–time grants for such items as car repairs, 
utility bills, or other necessities. Also below, the local Lions Club can help with prescription 
eye glasses.

San Geronimo Valley Emergency Fund provides financial assistance to members of the 
Valley community in times of need. Pick up an application at the Community Center 
or request one by mail from Joan O’Connor at 488-9630.

West Marin Community Services uses a portion of its Thrft Store profits for a dis-
tribution fund availab le for use by low-income Valley residents. The fund supports 
unmet needs that tend to fall through the cracks of our care system. Contact Socorro 
Romo, 663-8361, or sromo@westmarincommunityservices.org.

The San Geronimo Valley Lions Club offers financial aid to Valley folks who need financial 
assistance to purchase prescription eye glasses. For more information e-mail Chloe Cook at chlo-
ecook@comcast.net

School-Linked Update
B: Will Hubert, School Linked Program 
Coordinator, Community Center

Summer is just around the corner, and the San Geronimo Valley 
Community Center’s Youth Job Training Program is entering its 
sixth season! In addition to continuing our Job Training Program, 
we’re also launching new summer adventure programs to get 
youth and adults outdoors! 

Job Training Update:

The mission of our Youth Job Training Program is to provide 
middle school and high school students with educational volun-
teer opportunities throughout Marin County. By participating in 
our program, students take a step towards enhancing their per-
sonal and professional development. Our hope is that volunteers 
will strengthen the social fabric of our community by building lasting relationships at their 
place of service. 

This year we are asking questions like, “How can we tailor volunteer opportunities to meet 
student needs?” Perhaps the most important question is, “Can we support students in develop-
ing a growth mindset, rather than a fixed mindset?” An emerging focus in the field of youth 
development is the concept of “growth mindset.” Coined by psychologist Carol Dweck nearly 
thirty years ago, “growth mindset” refers to the beliefs a person holds about their innate ability 
to succeed in learning new skills. A person’s relationship to “growth mindset” is highlighted by 
how a person reacts to failure or challenge. 

Our Job Training Program is designed to encourage a growth mindset in students by empower-
ing them to take initiative and assume responsibility for their actions. Lucky for us, Lagunitas 
students are demonstrating how to do exactly that! This year, three first-time volunteers in the 
Job Training Program established relationships with new community organizations. Students 
are now volunteering with businesses such as Pump Espresso Bar in Forest Knolls, Bananas At 
Large in San Rafael, and For Paws For Pets in Fairfax.

We look forward to continuing our partnerships with organizations like the Woodacre Market 
and Lagunitas Store, the Woodacre Fire Department, San Geronimo Golf Course, Revolution 
9 and KWMR (west marin radio). We are thrilled to start placing students in new positions 
with environmental groups such as SPAWN (Salmon Protection And Watershed Network) in 
Olema, the San Geronimo Valley Planning Group, and West Marin Senior Services. In spirit 
of embracing a “growth mindset,” the Community Center will be hosting two interns to assist 
with social media and events!

Summer Programs:

This year we will be launching new summer programs for youth and families, in addition to 
continuing our traditional Summer Day Camp!

We’ll be offering a Stand-Up Paddle & Kayaking Adventure with 101 Surf Sports in San 
Rafael, as well as a kayak tour on Tomales Bay with Blue Waters Kayaking. If you are more 
interested in land than water, come join us for a day hike and optional overnight barbeque at 
Samuel P. Taylor State Park. We’ll explore trails and creeks, and return to camp for a fire, bar-
beque, and night under the stars. For those who want to explore Marin and San Francisco by 
public transit, there are options for you, too! We’ll depart from the Community Center and go 
to the Marin Headlands, Golden Gate Bridge, and explore San Francisco’s many treasures. We 
may even spend a day climbing to the top of Mount Tam!

Check out the Summer Programs Calendar of events on the Community Center website, or 
stop by for a handout with all the dates and details! Stay tuned for the school-linked update 
in our next addition of Stone Soup. Please reach out to Will Hubert, School Linked Program 
Coordinator, with any ideas, questions, or feedback. If you would like a PDF copy of our 
Summer Programs Calendar, email me at whubert@sgvcc.org or call by phone (415) 488 - 
4118 ext. 219.
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Lagunitas School District
By Steve Rebscher

One of our primary district initiatives is to make our long term planning and ongoing operations an 
integral part of our community. To accomplish that goal we need to be as open, collaborative and 
transparent as possible. A large part of that transparency involves our financial operations because 
where and how we spend our district’s resources directly reflect our values. We wish it was always 
that simple! This brief update explains two areas in school finance where external factors control our 
funding – and where we are now experiencing significant challenges.

As you may have heard, our district is again facing the need to very carefully manage our 
finances to ensure that we are able to continue to deliver the successful programs our com-
munity has created and actively supports. Two expense areas that are squeezing our budget 
are increased pension contributions and support for students with special educational needs. 
Everyone has read about the large gap between pension obligations to government employees 
in California and the funds held in reserve to pay retirement benefits to those employees. The 
pension systems for our employees (CalSTRS, the California State Teachers Retirement System 
and CalPERS, the California Public Employees Retirement System) are mandated and oper-
ated by the State. Because of the shortfall anticipated in coming years the State has dramati-
cally increased the contribution that each district is required to make on behalf of each of our 
employees. This increase is being phased in over several years but will increase from less than 
8% to approximately 20% by 2020 with no additional support from the state to pay these 
costs. What this means in practical terms is that more than 90% of our projected revenue 
increase for 2020 will be absorbed by growth in our pension contribution. To be specific, after 
paying the mandatory pension costs, the district will have ongoing yearly revenue growth of 
less than 0.5% to cover inflation and contractual obligations.

The second budget pressure currently facing the district are added costs for special education, spe-
cialized services for children with learning challenges that either require additional support in the 
classroom or that cannot be addressed in our existing classroom environment and require specifically 
trained teaching staff. What few people know is that a growing number of these students fall into 
the second category, off-site educational placement, and that the state provides very little additional 
funding for these students or for their transportation to and from specialized schools every day. It 
is important to say up front that these children are part of our community, their education is our 
responsibility, the difference we can make in their lives is immeasurable. We cannot back away from 
that responsibility, but we also need to proactively plan for these costs, currently about 20% of our 
budget (almost triple the historic average), and continue to explore ways to serve these students effec-
tively while increasing efficiently. We will talk more about serving children with special needs in a 
future Stone Soup column.

Needless to say, addressing these two major expenditures will require creative budget management 
and reductions in some areas of current spending. Watch the agendas posted on our district website 

for items which pertain to this issue and come to board meetings 
to offer your perspectives on future budget priorities. We appreciate 
your input.

Other Notes – On the Brighter Side

• At no time does our greater school community come together in a more cooperative way 
than when we undertake a construction project. Back in 1972 the Open Classroom joined 
with handy community members to build the first Open Classroom playground. Richard 
Sloan, then a new school board member was part of that group. Since that time the play-
ground has seen a few minor facelifts but remained mostly as it was originally built. But at 
an age of 45 years most outdoor wooden structures are in need of replacement and the upper 
campus play structure was not going to escape that fate. Thus, the playground was near the 
top of the priority list for the recent modernization work funded by our school bond measure. 
Of course, the architect did what school architects do in 2015 and specified a prefabricated 
fully conforming playground consisting of commercially available plastic play structures. After 
a brief look at the plans Richard, the school board and the Open Classroom rejected this 
approach. But legal requirements specify that the playground must be designed by a certified 
playground designer. The solution? Richard Sloan, still our longest standing board member, 
signed up for the course and exam to become a certified playground designer. Problem solved. 
Richard completed the course, passed the exam and certified a design consisting of exciting 
wood and steel components that will stimulate play and exploration on the upper campus for 
the next 45 years. Thank You Richard!

• Our very own Lagunitas Middle School Mountain Bike elective and growing after school 
program has been gaining speed over the past year. Alumni who now ride for the Drake 
Freshman team include Robin Stranton with a first and four seconds in five high school races 
this season. Seamus Gouldon, Kyler Stranton and Jack Simon are also racing competitively in 
their first year at Drake. Ronan Gouldon, Wyatt Micceli and Uma Teesdale are successfully 
racing at the varsity level. Our current Lagunitas racers include Joaquin Boyd, Rowan Black, 
Nico Bresolin, London MeckFessil, Townsend Moore and Luc Leblanc with many more non-
competitive riders participating in after school and weekend rides. Both the competitive and 
non-competitive riders work with Emile Mulholland with an emphasis on safety, enjoying the 
outdoor environment and working as a team. Hats off to a successful group that started as a 
Middle School elective with Patty and Mark Brockley just a few years ago.

• Parcel Tax – This is an essential component of our school funding. It keeps our class sizes 
small and supports enrichment throughout our two campuses. The time has come again to 
renew the parcel tax which will expire in June of 2018. The school board has voted to place a 
continuation of the tax on the ballot this coming November. Please be proactive. Be informed. 
Volunteer to support our schools in the way that best fits you and your family. And, Support 
our parcel tax! We will appreciate every vote. Thank You.

Youth Programs 
By Nicole Ramirez
Here is an update of what’s happening in our youth programs. 

0-5yrs. Playgroup

Spring is here and it’s time to play!

Below is the schedule for Playgroup and F.L.A.Gship & upcoming School Readiness Program

Playgroup is held every Tuesday & Thursday from 10am-12pm in the East Room (formerly 
Zoila’s) at the San Geronimo Valley Community Center. 

We are so fortunate to have the F.L.A.Gship Literacy Bus visiting Playgroup every Tuesday 
from 10am-11:15am in the parking lot on the East side of the Community Center. 

The F.L.A.Gship provides FREE bilingual story times, songs, art projects, School Readiness 
activities for families with children 0-5yrs.old all on an RV. It’s fun learning on Wheels! 

And if the bus breaks down join the group outside in the playground for some singing, reading 
and activities.

Playgroup is a great opportunity for the youngest community members to start their connec-
tions early.

Summer Bridge

This summer the San Geronimo Valley Community Center in partnership with the Lagunitas 
School District will be offering a FREE 5-week School Readiness Program- called Summer 
Bridge. This five week program offers entering Lagunitas or Nicasio School District kindergar-
teners a preview to the routine of their new adventure…school. This program runs from June 
26-July 27 Monday-Thursday 9am-12pm. 

Space is limited, so please consider children who have limited preschool or none. This pro-
gram is designed to offer a jumpstart to those who can benefit the most. Every child should be 
offered the opportunity to succeed.

For more information or a registration packet please contact Nicole Ramirez at 415-488-8888 
x254 or nramirez@sgvcc.org 

Zoila’s Aftercare for Children K-3rd grade

By Julie Young 

Afterschool at Zoila’s can be lots of things. On any day of the week the place and space has a 
vibrant energy of creative, rambunctious, productive children growing and learning together. 

The multi-age program offers children Kindergarten – 3rd grade the opportunity to play and 
debrief from their school day or get ready for the what’s next in their day…. sports, VAST 
tutoring, music, or martial arts, just to name a few. Zoila’s has traditionally been a place where 
children from both programs, Montessori and Open meet and create bonds and friendships 
that last throughout their school years. With the guidance of Zoila Beradi the afterschool pro-
gram stays true to its original mission which is to provide a safe, supportive space for children 
to go after their long day at school. The SGVCC is dedicated to serving our children and 
families in the healthiest way possible. 

Come stop by and check out the fun happening at Zoila’s. 

For more information please contact Julie Young at 415-488-4118 x309 or jyoung@sgvcc.org 

The Loft

By Amber Smith-Dulin

What’s happening at the Loft???? 

It’s the place for 4th graders and up to chill out after a long day at school and grab a snack, 
hang with friends, take the Wii for a whirl, or get crafty. Now the Loft is featuring its own 
little cafe! Kids can come get a cup of tea, sip, and relax, listen to music, do homework, play 
cards, or just decompress. There are also opportunities to earn points for hot cocoa or shakes 
in exchange for washing mugs, sweeping up, baking, etc. Some kids like to redeem their points 
right away for a hot mug of cocoa on a rainy day. Some like to bank points for a shake or save 
them for later days. As the weather gets warmer, the tea and other treats will get colder. Iced 
tea? Popsicles? Or, an ambush squirt of the hose? 

The Loft is the place to be!!!!

For more information please contact Howie Cort @ 415-488-4118 x 219 or hcort@sgvcc.org 



San Geronimo Valley Community Gym
By Howie Cort and Buck Chavez 
We’ve had a flurry of activity in April and May.  The Middle School Track Team participated 
in the Area 2 Qualifying Meet on April 28th at Terra Linda High School. Athletes from 
four other middle schools competed in ten events, hoping to qualify for the County 
Championship, held at the College of Marin on May 5th. Just about every middle school, 
private and public, was represented. Our team had a great day with a number of our kids 
qualifying for the championships.

Long Jump D Girls: Kalea Rasmussen 2nd, Beth Brisson 3rd,  Jubilee Adams 5th 

Long Jump C Girls: Neva Jurkovich 5th 

600m D Girls: Keeley  Levinson 3rd 

Shot Put A Girls: Kosara Blagoyevich 1st 

High Jump C Girls: Kili’a Kahoohanohano 1st 

600m: D Boys Kai Ayre 3rd 

1200m: D Boys Joaquin Boyd 1st

Long Jump: B Boys Owen Carroll 2nd 

Long Jump: D Boys Rio Lorenzen-Para 5th

Shot Put: Kavi Joiner 3rd 

As we like to say, “We are small, but we are mighty!” A big shout out goes to Kino Redfield, 
Indy Jenkins, Julia Escamilla and Jacob Smith who gave a great effort in each of their events 
and were super, supportive of their teammates at the Championships.  We bid farewell to our 
8th graders: Kosara, Kili’a, Neva, Keeley and Julia.  We can’t wait to hear about what you do 
on the Drake Track Team next year!!

Weeknight basketball continues on Mondays with Co-ed BBall and Wednesdays with Men’s 
Open Gym. Thursdays, in May, had EJ Chavez conducting a four-week Skills and Drills 
Clinic for in our coming 8th grade girls. 

Table Tennis Sundays continue with Jack Sayers. If you want to meet new people and polish 
up your game, and have fun, Table Tennis on Sundays is the way to go! 

For more info on days, times and contact info, see our schedule included in this paper.

Other Exciting News: The SGVCC Mountain Bike Club and Team is pedaling its way around 
the floor of the Valley and up into our Open Space bike trails. Led by coach extraordinaire, 
Emile Mulholland, kids 2nd through 5th grade and 6th through 8th grade have been cycling 
all around the Valley, working on their biking skills on all types of terrain. On Wednesdays, 
the 6th through 8th grade team has been participating in weekly middle school bike races 
at McGinnis Park and China Camp. Members of the 2nd through 5th bike club are: Chris 
Kidder, Mia Wilhelm, Axel Bensch, Dillon Cavagnaro, and Sophie Faircloth. The 6th 
thorough 8th club and team members are: London Meckfessel, Jake Weller, Nico Kurthy-
Bresolin, Rowan Black, Jacob Smith, Joaquin Boyd and Townsend Moore. The season is 
winding down in June. If you are interested joining the club or team in the fall, contact Howie 
@hcort@sgvcc.org.

Middle School Bike Derby:  On Sunday, June 4th, the SGVCC Mountain Bike Team will 
be hosting a Middle School Bike Derby on the San Geronimo Campus. Registration starts at 
11 and races begin at 11:20 a.m. After the racing portion is concluded, around 2 pm., there 
will be an advanced mountain bike ride up into our local open space trails.  When the group 
returns from their ride, approximately 4 p.m., we will have a BBQ and our podium ceremony 
to celebrate the day! (Please see the flyer and registration form, included in this paper, for all 
the details.)

Have a great summer. Stop by the gym to say hello, play some hoops or table tennis, drop 
your kids off at Summer Camp and sign up your biker to join the SGVCC Mountain Bike 
Club and Team in the fall!
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VAST
Exciting News!

VAST is offering new SUMMER programs.

Take a look at what will be available:
• Reading-writing workshop for middle school stu-

dents
• Reading-writing workshop for elementary students
• A continuation of one-on-one tutoring services
• For more information check us out at SGVCC.org; 

or, email us at VAST@sgvcc.org

Community Wellness
by Christin Anderson, MS
Summer Wellness–The New Broad Spectrum 
Sunscreens

This year many of the new broad spectrum sunscreens are hitting the mar-
kets. It is important to know that the UVA protection is to prevent those 
deep penetrating rays, that cause wrinkling and skin cancer. The UVB pro-
tection is for preventing sunburn. For most people SPF 15 is fine unless you 
have very fair skin or a condition like Lupus. The higher the SPF, the 

less the increase in number will give added protection. So SPF 30 is not twice as much pro-
tection as SPF 15. It is only very incremental in added protection.

The new sunscreens have full spectrum protection with both UVA and UVB added to the 
lotion. A new ingredient in some of the the new products is called Helioplex. This is sup-
posed to protect against sun damage. Some of the ingredients you will see on the packages 
are: oxybenzone, cinnemates,suliosobenozone, salicicylates, zinc oxide, avobenzone and 
mexoryl SX. The ingredients will vary in children’s sunscreen products. Children should not 
be using adult products to avoid irritation. The American Pediatric Association recommends 
keeping babies six months old, and under out of the sun. 

Using sunscreen correctly is important. Here are some good tips for getting effective protection
Apply 15 to 30 minutes before going out in the sun.
Check the expiration date.

Reapply every 2 hours.
Wear a hat and sunglasses.
Stay in the shade when possible.
Don’t skimp.
Be sure to apply to those little spots like ears, lips, feet, hands, legs, arms ,neck
women should apply before make-up

The new broad spectrum sunscreens will cost between $10 and $100 a tube or bottle. Here 
are some highly rated sunscreens by Consumer Magazine:
L’Oreal Antheros SX $30
CERA SPF 50- $20
Eltha MD SPF 40 $26
Neutragena Spectrum SPF 70- $10
COOLA SPF 30 
Alba Botanica $!2
Banana Boat for Kids SPF 40
Aveeno SPF 40 
For lips - Aquaphor SPF 15 30- $5
A special notation - Scientists have discovered that swimmers wearing sunscreen, in ocean 
waters, near coral reefs, are doing unintended damage to the coral and are advised to wipe 
or shower off before entering the ocean. 

Have a fun and active summer outdoors but protect yourself from sun damage by trying 
one of the Broad Spectrum sunscreens. 
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Thank You!
Community Center Contributors
By Dave Cort, Executive Director
I am happy to announce that Rebecca Teague has joined the Community Center staff 
as our new Fund Development Coordinator. Rebecca has been a long time Valley resi-
dent, parent at the Lagunitas School District, and a member of LEAP, our local school 
foundation. Rebecca and I will be working together with our Board of Directors to 
insure the long term financial sustainability of the Community Center through our 
Annual Campaign, our Council of Major Donors, Planned and Legacy Giving, and our 
Deepening Roots Campaign which is currently focused on establishing a $2,000,000 
Endowment which will provide a steady annual source of income for the Center. We 
have currently raised $635,000 for the Endowment and have close to $100,000 more in 
pledges. We are off to a great start. Please contact me or Rebecca if you are interested in 
further discussing the Deepening Roots Campaign, Planned Giving or our Council of 
Major Donors.

The contributions that we receive support all of our community-based programs and are 
the key to our organization’s sustainability. Grants from Foundations and Government 
Agencies are also critical to our sustainability. Grant funders pay a lot of attention to the 
level of support that an organization receives from its local community. So, your dona-
tions are a very important piece of the level of grants that we receive. Your contributions 
both large and small are the key to insuring that our organization is going to be able to 
continue to serve our Valley by providing programs that meet the needs of all community 
members.

Please consider joining our Council of Major Donors. It currently includes over 125 indi-
viduals, families, foundations and businesses that make exemplary financial contributions 
to the Community Center each year. Each of these donors support our mission to foster 
healthy communities within the San Geronimo Valley and Nicasio by providing a dynamic 
center for locally based human services, arts and culture, education, health and wellness, 
and community building. Council members come from the Valley, Nicasio, Fairfax and 
other neighboring communities.  Each member of the Council makes a direct or in-kind 
contribution of at least $750 per year – many contribute significantly more.  The collec-
tive impact of Council members’ contributions is enormous to the financial health and 
well being of the Community Center

We deeply appreciate your support and your trust in our Community Center. You can 
make a gift today through our website www.sgvcc.org or give me a call at 488-8888 ext. 
224. The following individuals, businesses and grantors have made generous contributions 
between.

Christopher Ducey
Rudi Dundas
Ian Edwards, Bayline Painting
Kenneth and Amanda Eichstaedt
Beth and Howard Ellenberger
Fairfax Veterinary Clinic, Aaron 

Wentzell
James and Janelle Fazackerley
Thomas and Cynthia Fetherston
Robert and Christine Figari
Gerald and Geraldine Fleming
Peter Ford
Forster Pump & Engineering
Andrew and Susi Giacomini
Linda Giacomini
James Griffiths and Muniera Kadrie
Richard and Jacqueline Haber
Susan Hart
Richard and Carol Helzberg
Barbara Hoefle and Debra Amerson
David Lee Hoffman, The Last Resort
Steven and Joan Hopkins
Michael Howe and Associates
Christopher and Lee Kauders
George and Virginia Kerbs
Roy and Beverly Kinsey
Margaret and Kit Krauss
Lagunitas Brewing Company
David Lakes and Stephanie Fein
Abby Lipman and Bill Painter
David and Veronica Litvak, D&V 

Enterprises
Rebecca Maloney
John McNeil and Michaela Fleming
McPhail Fuel Company
Milsap Degnan Associates
Carol and Guido Mori-Prange
Ocean Export, Inc. John Clark
Onspot Welding & Design, Inc.
Peter and Sall Pennypacker
Catherine Ramberg
Nigel and Tam Ravenhill
David Rockwell
John C. Rodgers
Andrew Rosaia Inc.
Colin and Colleen Russell
Michelle and John Rutledge
Katie Schweitzer and Nathan Murray
Richard and Ann Seramin
Serenity Knolls
John Sergeant
David Shore
Nancy Isaac Simmons
St. Rita’s Parish, CYO Program
Kim Colvard and William Sutton
Terra Insurance Company
William Thoms Construction
Toby’s Feed Barn, Inc.
United Way
Paul Sr. & Juliette Valente
Cathleen and David Van Perusem
Ted Van Midde, III, Van Midde & 

Son Concrete
Judy and Stanley Voets
Wendy Wilkinson and Ed Bice

Golf Tournament Sponsors
Supporting the Gym and LOFT Youth 

Center on May 25, 2017
Jay and Liora Soladay, Tournament 

Chairs

Hole in One Sponsor
Brownco Construction and Development

Pat & Cia Donahue 
Enterprise Rental Car Foundation
Giacomini Family
Good Earth Natural Foods
St Rita’s CYO 
Terra Insurance 
Union Bank  

Eagle Sponsor
Bayline Painting 
Cort Family
Front Porch Realty Group
Hanson Bridgett Law Firm
Hog Island Oysters
Jayli / Point Reyes Surf Shop
Moresco Distributing
Ocean Export 
Pengelly Flooring
Phillips Family 
Podoll Family
Swirl Inc.
Tomales Bay Oysters
Woodruff Sawyer and Company

Birdie Sponsor
Bob and Cathy Baker
Mike Cusick Realtor
Grass Roots Landscaping
Meridian Commercial
SGV Lions Club

Par Sponsor
Amesos Plumbing
Berardi Tile
Bovine Bakery
Tim & Liza Crosse
Fairfax Lumber & Hardware
Fairfax Veterinary Clinic
Forster Pump & Engineering
Gardeners Guild 
Golf Mart
Hallroan & Stanley Construction
Holden and Company CPA
McPhail Fuel Company
Meadow Club
Onspot Welding & Design
Point Reyes Compost
Purkey Family
San Rafael Pacifics
T&B Sports
Toby’s Feed Barn
Van Midde & Son Concrete

Grantors
California Endowment
Community Development Block Grant
County of Marin 
Dino J. Ghilotti Foundation 
Endurance Fund
Enterprise Foundation
First Federal Savings and Loan 
Freitas Foundation 
George Lucas Family Foundation
Hartford Foundation For Public Giving 
Kaiser Permanente
Lagunitas Brewing Foundation
Marin Charitable 
Marin Community Foundation 
Marin First 5
Nathan Cummings Foundation 
Olympic Club Foundation 
Presbyterian Hunger Project 
Reliance Fund 
San Geronimo Valley Lions Club
The Scorpio Rising Fund
West Marin Community Resource 

Center
Jack and Patty Wright Foundation
Union Bank Foundation

Deepening Roots 
Campaign
Just as MALT focuses on preserving the lands of West Marin, the San Geronimo Valley 
Community Center preserves its social fabric. We’ve done this over the last almost 50 years 
through fostering healthy communities within the San Geronimo Valley and Nicasio by provid-
ing a dynamic center for locally based human services, arts and culture, education, health and 
wellness and community building. To continue to provide these “cradle to grave” offerings long 
into the future, the SGVCC board of directors has embarked on a Deepening Roots Campaign 
to establish a lasting endowment. The Deepening Roots Campaign will sustain our programs 
and services and help us create long-term impact by building a stronger financial future. By 
contributing to the Deepening Roots Campaign, you are investing in preserving the diversity 
and richness of West Marin. We have accepted a very generous challenge grant from a Marin 
based foundation. This foundation has a long relationship with the SGVCC and is impressed 
with both our track record of efficient services delivery as well as our ability to consistently 
and prudently execute our mission. The challenge grant is for $500,000 if we are able to raise 
$1,500,000 this year. So far we have raised $635,000! If you are interested in helping us secure 
our future by donating to the endowment fund or know someone else that might be, please 
contact Steve Granville, DRC Chairperson, at steveogranville@gmail.com.
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Milestones
Congratulations to all of the San Geronimo Valley and Nicasio students 
who graduated from the Lagunitas School District, Nicasio School, 
Drake High and other high school’s in Marin and all of our recent 
college graduates. Pictured on this page is the Lagunitas Middle School 
eighth grade class.

Devin and Drew Wilson, brothers who both grew up in Woodacre, have 
each recently received significant awards. Devin won First Place for Black 
and White in the Paul Sack Photo Awards, and the photo will eventually 
be included in the SFMOMA photo collection. Devin is studying 
Photography and New Genres at San Francisco Art Institute. Drew has 
received the 2017 Haas/Koshland Award which funds a year of personal 
or professional development in Israel for a Bay Area young adult. He 
plans to study how sacred buildings respond to sound in Jerusalem. 
Drew is currently a senior at the University of San Francisco, majoring in 
Architecture and Community Design and minoring in Religious Studies.

Paloma Russ received a Gold Award at the 4-H Youth Development 
Program State Presentation Day at UC Davis for her presentation on the 
Standing Rock & the Dakota Access Pipline.

Elizabeth Ayers and Marty Rosenblum 
of the San Geronimo Valley are happy to 
announce the arrival their first Grandson. 
Proud parents, Dayna Coot Wyman and 
Katherine Wyman made their special 
delivery on 3/30/17 @ 1:32 PM. Lake 
Anthony Wyman @ 6 pounds 15 ounces 
made his debut as the youngest and shortest 
member of the Mystic Roots Band.

On air guitar and vocals . . . .

With Respect
Our hearts go out to the family of Jo Ann Giddlings. Joanne Lucille 
Giddings Nov. 9, 1932 Mar. 17, 2017 Joanne passed away surrounded 
by members of her loving family. Joanne was born in Los Angeles, 
and raised is San Diego. In 1950, she moved to Corte Madera. She 
attended College of Marin where she met Dan Giddings. They were 
married in Corte Madera in 1952 while Dan was taking Army basic 
training. After a brief honeymoon, they were apart for 18 months 
while Dan served a tour of duty in Korea. On Dan’s return they 
moved to Marin to begin building their new lives together. They raised 
four children: Dan Jr, Laura, Alec and Sandy. She leaves behind nine 
grandchildren and 10 great grandchildren. Throughout the years in 
Marin, she drove a school bus, maintained the office at her husband’s 
sign business and finished her working career at Shapiro Law Offices in 
San Anselmo. Joanne’s family, endless friends and her incredible garden 
were her life!  (From the Marin IJ)

Valley artist Dave Hunter passed away this spring after a strong battle 
with brain cancer. There was an incredible celebration of Dave’s life and 
his art at the Great American Music Hall on May 12, 2017.

Please email any Milestones or With Respect throughout the year to 
druss@sgvcc.org 

Front Row: Kya Wahl, Neva Jurkovich, Julia Escamilla, Kaya Clementi, Solana Forman, Kylie 
Janssen, Kili’a Kahoohanohano, Julian Sayers, Keeley Levinson Row 2: Rae Turner, Roan 
Urbaez, Kosara Blagoyevich, Sophia Arroyo, Nicholas Pettijohn, Jacob Weller, Zachary Atkins, 
Saul Martinez, Wyatt Thomas, Brian Delahunty, Karen Mansell, Sue Waber Row 3: Hannah 
Snyder, Townsend Moore, Saiyen Wells, Luc Leblanc, Santiago Cuevas, Jackson Arroyo, Rose 
Hazel, Tulah Keplinger Row 4: Jacob Cole Annabelle Sulprizio, Zephyr Orr, Antonio Aguirre 
Estrada, Alfonso Garcia, Anna Jensen, Aidan Bergman, Hunter Nerviani, Nicholas Hedelman

Reflections
By Suzanne Sadowsky
Welcoming the Stranger

The Valley and Nicasio religious congregations come together twice a 
year for what have become annual community traditions that celebrate 
tolerance, diversity, fellowship and understanding. Each November they 
hold an interfaith service on the theme of gratitude which also is a fun-
draiser for the Community Center’s Food Bank. In the Spring an interfaith forum is led by teachers 
and clergy on a particular subject or theme based on scripture or liturgy and practice. The host con-
gregations and locations rotate each year among St. Cecilia, San Geronimo Community Presbyterian 
Church and the SGV Community Center where Gan HaLev rents space. 

On a Thursday evening, this past May about three dozen congregants, neighbors and friends 
came together at St. Cecilia Church where Father Cyril O’Sullivan, Reverend Kate Clayton, Rabbi 
Meredith Cahn and Elder Dane Larsen each spoke on the universal theme of Welcoming the 
Stranger as it is reflected in the teachings of their respective faith traditions -- Roman Catholic, 
Protestant, Jewish and Native American. 

Welcoming the Stranger is a universal tenet of ancient origins. For thousands of years in both oral 
and written teachings all of our religious traditions, prophets and leaders of all backgrounds have 
been preaching tolerance and understanding. We must be slow learners. 

At the gathering on May 10 we were taught that the Torah – the Hebrew Bible -- speaks of wel-
coming the stranger in at least 35 different chapters. One such reference is in verses 33 and 34 of 
Leviticus, Chapter 19:

 “When a stranger resides with you in your land, you shall not wrong him. The stranger who 
resides with you shall be to you as one of your citizens; you shall love him as yourself, for you 
were strangers in the land of Egypt: I the Lord am your God.” 

We learned from Dane Larsen, that the Native American traditions teach that all of humanity is 
related, we are all brothers and sisters, aunts and uncles to one another. We learned from Father O’ 
about how in small ways we can acknowledge that people that we come across in our daily lives. 
Father O’ also told us that the idea of sanctuary cities is an old one where they were referred to as 
Cities of Refuge in biblical times. We learned from Reverend Clayton about the difference between 
charity and justice, and that charity offers direct support – food, clothing, shelter – the symptoms of 
social injustice, while justice implies social change in political systems or structures that can remedy 
the source of injustice. 

Each one of us has at various times experience being a stranger. As children when we start school, 
or when we move into a new neighborhood and need to make new friends. Or when we are adults 
when we go to college or start a new job, or go to a party where we don’t know people or go to a 
church or synagogue for the first time. I believe we have an innate fear of the unknown, as a way of 
self-protection from danger. This is a good thing. But at the same time we have an innate desire to be 
social to be in community and to work towards the common good. 

How can we practice in our daily lives to make others feel acknowledged and welcome? How can we 
teach our children to be inclusive when they are playing and to make friends with the new kid on the 
block? How can we as a society welcome newcomers so that they are no longer strangers, no longer 
the Other but are part of Us? How can we exercise our political will towards social justice for us here 
at home and as a beacon beyond our borders?
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Saturday, June 10, 2017

Return to the Scene of the Crime
$15 advance/$20 door

David Kleinberg Goes Back to Vietnam
for the First Time in 50 Years

Three years ago solo theater artist David Kleinberg made his 
“world” debut of his powerful Vietnam war work “Hey, Hey, 
LBJ” at the San Geronimo Valley Community Center. David, 
who was drafted and went to Vietnam as an army combat 
correspondent, was in Bangkok on R&R when a rocket hit the 
bunker he would have been in back at Cu Chi -- killing three 
of his buddies and wounding all six others.

“Hey, Hey, LBJ” was acclaimed by the Washington Post and an 
ex-Rolling Stone senior writer. It went on to sell-out an eight-
show run at the prestigious Marsh Theater in San Francisco, played throughout the country, and last 
November in Sydney, Australia.

“Return” deals with David’s first trip back to Vietnam in 50 years last April to visit where his buddies 
died, and his attempt to perform “Hey, Hey, LBJ!” in Ho Chi Minh City under threat of arrest, with Da-
vid awake in his hotel each night at 3 looking for the first flight home.

Sunday, June 25th, 4:30 pm BBQ, 6:00 pm Show

Michael McQuilkin Family Music Hour XIII
Community Center Courtyard
Doors Open at 4:30, $10 suggested donation

Help us as we celebrate the 13th performance of the acclaimed 
Family Music Hour.

Hear some of the Valley’s greatest musical families including the 
Chavez family singers, Tealy Gapinski, Kira Thelin, Mwanza 
Furaha, Josh Witt, the McQuilkins, and more!

Enjoy the sounds of the Valley All-star band featuring the leg-
endary Lagunitas Horns.

Come find out why this event has been packed every time - it’s 
so much fun! Bring the whole family - it’s a great reunion for the 
returning college students and everyone else.

KIDS WELCOME! “Music brings families together!”

Saturday, June 24, 4:00 pm

SF Mime Troupe
Lagunitas School Field
58th Season
Free!

WALLS asks the question:
How can a nation of immigrants declare war on immigration? 
The answer: FEAR! 

L. Mary Jones (Velina Brown) knows all about fear. As a top 
agent for I.C.E. - Immigration and Customs Enforcement - 
she knows how to stoke fear to keep her country safe. Fear of 
people like Bahdoon Samakab (Rotimi Agbabiaka), a Somali 
refugee escaping oppression, fear of Cliodhna Aghabullogue 
(Lizzie Calogero), an Irish woman yearning to be American, 
and fear of Zaniyah Nahuatl (Marilet Martinez), whose family 
comes from... here. As a foreigner in a land her people have 
worked for thousands of years suddenly Zaniyah is a crimi-
nal, an illegal, a “bad hombre.” What part of herself will this 
American give up to pass as “American?” Will she? Can she? 
Should she? Can someone leave part of themselves behind 
without losing their mind? And is it better or worse that she 
crossed the border to find Agent L. Mary Jones - the woman 
she loves? 

Arts & Events 

Abby Cunningham Al Ardelle

Alan  Charne Alison Keyes

Anne McClain Anne Pennypacker

Bud Meade Carol Gahagan

Carole Alter Cathy Baker

Spring Art Show 
2017

Photos by Donn DeAngelo



Visual Arts Program 
by Larry Rippee
Reception night at the 27th annual Spring Art Show 
was yet again a happy mob scene. 

We had almost 90 artists—your neighbors and 
friends-- packed into two gallery spaces. In addition, 
we added a special film night this year featuring the 
work of Valley filmmaker, Burrill Crohn. We pre-
sented two of his documentaries A.K.A. Fathead and 
Joe Williams: Portrait in Song.

This year’s Spring Art Show was dedicated to the 
memory of Valley artist and musician Chuck Wiley.

The Spring Art Show is a collective, community endeavor that requires the work of hand-
fuls of volunteers. There is absolutely no way to reasonably acknowledge all the people 
who work on the show but here are a few I feel deserve special acknowledgement.

As always, much thanks to the Spring Art Show Committee: Donn DeAngelo, Gaetano 
DeFelice, Jack Kamesar, Molly Rea and Julie Young; To Marty Meade for her care creat-
ing each artist’s labels; The hanging crew (Jack, Donn, Molly, Para, Geoff and Tom) for 
a beautiful job; To Donn and Gaetano for the poster production. And Michel Kotski for 
champion volunteerism on numerous fronts.

Additional acknowledgement goes to Jean-A Warner for her knockout floral arrangements. 
And a special nod to Donn for the official group photo and the artist portraits you see here. 

A big thank you to Kristy Arroyo for organizing school tours and to all the Lagunitas 
teachers who participated.

And of course, to all those mysterious hillbilly pickers who braved the chilly evening –
picking, grinning and shivering--to provide so much musical enjoyment.

We could not do this event without the volunteer reception crew, the gallery sitters, sign-
in crew and check out crew. Thanks to you all.

To put on the Spring Art Show means a lot of jugging of schedules and the displacement 
of other activities at the Center. With that in mind I extend a special appreciation to 
Poko, Nicole and Julie for their patience and cooperation.
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2017 Summer Gallery Art Shows at 
the Maurice Del Mué Galleries 

Valley Room — Enter through Lobby
West Room — Adjoining Valley Room

JUNE
Valley Room  Gaetano DeFelice
West Room  Gaetano DeFelice
Opening reception on Saturday, June 17th, 12:00–7:00 pm

JULY
Valley Room  6th Annual Photographers Group Show
West Room  6th Annual Photographers Group Show
Opening reception on Sunday, July 9th, 4:00–7:00 pm

AUGUST
Valley Room  Peace Love and Activism Festival
West Room  Peace Love and Activism Festival
Saturday, August 26th – Guest Speakers Films and Art Exhibit
Sunday, August 27th – Outdoor concert

Dan Breaux Daniel McKenna

Deborah Amerson Donald Kinney

Donn DeAngelo Elaine Nehm

Elly Simmons Eric Jackson Fred L. Berensmeier

Gaetano DeFelice Geoff Bernstein Gisela Alvarado Harry Cohen Jack Kamesar

Chris Ducey Connie Smith Siegel



Q&Artist
by Roberta Floden

Anne McClain
It was 1976, and the San Geronimo Valley was filled with neglected 
summer homes, cows, horse ranches, and what was then called the 

San Geronimo Art Center. Back in Pennsylvania, Anne McClain and some college friends 
hopped in a van and began a long, scenic camping trip across the country, heading for San 
Francisco. Finally there, it turned out that the closest place for them to camp was in Samuel P. 
Taylor Park. That was it for Anne. Except for a short interlude, the Valley has been her home 
ever since.
 Finding a communal home in Lagunitas, Anne deciding to continue her art education at 
the College of Marin with the Valley’s renowned art teacher, Marty Meade. It was the begin-
ning of a beautiful friendship, leading not only to classes in stained glass, a summer glass work-
shop, a job with builder Harlan Floyd, and a great deal of glass beadmaking, painting, collage 
and sculpture, but to the introduction to her husband Skag Dukkers. 
 Soon after settling into their home in Forest Knolls, Anne lent her talent to the commu-
nity. The now-named SGV Community Center and the Lagunitas school district became the 
welcome recipients. In addition to contributing pieces to art shows in the SGVCC galleries 
and her decades long volunteerism, she has created a collection of portraits of prominent com-
munity volunteers — the Edie Robinson Community Service Award recipients — permanently 
displayed by the SGVCC offices.
 On a foggy spring morning, we met in Anne’s cozy home, filled with her artwork, Skag’s 
vintage photos of sailing ships, and collections of art and maritime antiques.

Q. Did you always want to be an artist?
A. Well I always did art. I always made things. I sewed, worked a lot with fabric. I had very 
supportive parents. I took art courses for children at the Cleveland Museum of Art, and lots of 
other drawing classes, and, in college I majored in fine art and art history. But it was no career 
path, no way for me to make a living.
A t first, I thought I could be an art teacher, but teaching art was not my thing. I didn’t want 
to teach art; I wanted to just DO art. After one semester, I ended up with a concentration in 
Drawing and Painting, and in Crafts, which was making furniture or sculpting with wood. 
Even with my own children making Easter eggs, once I had materials out, I really just wanted 
to pick them up and make my own Easter eggs.

Q. So you have skills in a variety of arts and crafts.
A. I’m all over the map. I like to do so many things. When I was younger, I even designed and 
made T-shirts. I didn’t like the marketing part of it, though.
Marty Meade introduced me to Harlan Floyd, quite a well known local carpenter, and I was 
hired by him as an apprentice carpenter to work with his crew to build his own house in San 
Geronimo from start to finish. I learned a lot. When that project was finished, Harlan sent me 
out on a few odd projects, and I worked on my own doing some fences and cabinets. 
 I also worked in Michael Hassan’s cabinet shop in Woodacre, and eventually became his 
business partner. We built high end cabinets for houses in Marin and San Francisco.When 
Michael left, I decided that I had built enough cabinets, and I took a job with contractor Joe 
McGuire to run his office and help do estimates, etc. As part of that job, I took some classes in 
drawing blueprints and doing architectural designs. Ai left that when my first daughter was born.

 In 1983, when Skag and I 
purchased our home in Forest 
Knolls, I was ready to dig into 
our own building project. The 
house, another old, dilapidated 
summer home, needed a lot 
of work, and I could also put 
into practice all that I had 
learned over the years in the 
building trades. We completely 
redesigned it and remodeled 
everything over the course of 
many years. I really like think-
ing about how to improve 
spaces to work better and to be 
more comfortable and useful to 
people.
 I continue to do some freelance work in building design and drafting. I’ve always done 
quite a bit of photography. I like to use Photoshop and collage my images. Every year, I design 
a Christmas card often using classic paintings as background to collaged images of my family. I 
also do landscapes and portraits, especially of my two daughters. I generally work with a good 
set of colored pencils. Using oil paint is a major project, requiring a studio, requiring a set-up. I 
don’t have a studio; I work on my kitchen table.

Q. What is the background to the set of small portraits on permanent display at SGVCC?
A. This is the brainchild of Diane Matthews and the Edie Robinson Award Committee. It’s 
awarded every two years to commemorate the work of two volunteers who have contributed 
their time and effort to the Valley. I was commissioned to do the central piece in 2008. It has 
a Valley landscape surrounded by the first 12 award winners. It has been an honor to meet and 
draw all of the people who have helped to make the Valley the wonderful place that it is. 

Q. You’ve also been a major volunteer yourself at SGVCC and the school district.
A. The beginning of my volunteer service in the Valley was in the Open Classroom. I loved 
being in the classroom every week getting to know the children, the teachers and the other par-
ents. For a few years I co-coordinated the SCRIP program with Denise Colwell. I worked on 
designing a brochure for the District, and on recruiting efforts for the program back when the 
District was financed on a per child basis. When my children moved on to the Middle School, 
I volunteered to lead the elective class that produces the Lagunitas Middle School yearbook.
 Dave Cort approached me in 2005 about joining the Board of Directors. I was immedi-
ately elected Secretary of the Board, and in 2008, became Vice President. Between 2010 and 
2015, I was Board President. I have chaired the Center’s Facilities Committee all these years, 
overseeing the maintenance and improvements to the building. I have been on the Gala orga-
nizing committees, and have served on various standing committees and ad hoc committees.
 I came onto the Board at a pivotal moment when the Board was deciding whether or not 
to become the community partner in building the Gym. With some trepidation we decided to 
do it. It has been a wonderful success. I stepped down from the Board in 2016, excited to be 
working on the next issue of the San Geronimo Valley Resource Guide that will be coming out 
in October.
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Alphabet Soup
Compliled by Martha Allen

The Phoenix
by Forrest Morgan

The phoenix cruising through the sky
Beautiful as ever it was to be.
The phoenix flying ever so far,
Eating, watching over us.

The phoenix, the essence of all beauty on earth
What shall it do next? What shall it eat?
Prowling in golden valleys
Watching for its prey.

The phoenix, fading to embers
But a new phoenix is born
My theory is that the phoenix eats sadness
Bringing happiness to the world.

Wolves
by Kevin Snaith

In the dark, in the forest
Somewhere in the dark
Wolves claim the forest
So we don’t go there.

They run in the white, white snow
As white as the night
Are they still there?
Like the past no one may know
Except the past.

Different
by Wiley Raffael

I shall disagree
If you were to say

A pickle is a very rude gesture
With several ounces of mayonnaise

For a spud stands no chance
And if the squid wasn’t orange

This poem would be
Should be, could be,
Very, very different.Thank You

by Solana Forman

Thank you for stepping up when so many were terrified,
For battling through all the hard work, pain, and homesickness,
To knowing there’s a life for you, but keeping fighting,
For serving in the most brutal wars our country has seen
And for staying strong when so many would crumble.

Our whole country thanks you without seeing
Just how much you sacrifice to keep us safe.
Thank you for always putting our home first
And, even when it’s over, for having those scars forever,
Those sounds playing over and over in your head.

Thank you, for even then, moving on to your next selfless act,
Risking your life every day just so we feel protected,
But mostly, thank you for coming home.

Oil
by Kalea Rasmussen 

They dig deeper
The holes get bigger 
Yes, everyone’s happy

But the birds that once flew,
The fishes that were once beautiful

as a bird’s whistle
Now are a dark, dark color

No, they’re not happy.

Now they want to make a big black snake,
A snake that will kill millions of animals

The holes, the snakes,
They will never stop growing

Until the world is no longer a world
But just a black planet 
roaming alone in space.

Photo by Donn DeAngelo
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Wilderness Calls
by Paul Berensmeier
There’s this Boy

He sits by the edge of the river . . . resolute. Grand Canyon cliffs rise 
high overhead . . . canyons meander nearby. The river softly swishes by 

. . . soothingly. He is sensitive . . . alert . . . The Watcher . . . waiting . . . waiting. I am him. . 

. He is me. . . . 

We rafted down the Grand Canyon together in 1978 . . . three generations . . . Grandpa . . 
. Mother and Father . . . The Boy. Memories . . . finding the famous pink rattlesnake with 
Grandpa . . . hiking Blacktail Canyon with my mom . . . climbing up to the Anasazi cliff ruins 
with my dad . . . the Anasazi Cave . . . feeling their presence . . . not entering out of respect. . . .

We (Grandpa and grandson) are placed in the safest boat. Lava Falls roars its presence around 
the river bend. The boatman hits the Ledge Hole. He loses his oar. We head for the big 
hole. The water speed increases . . . we accelerate downward. Suddenly the raft abruptly rises 
straight up the curling wave . . . then falls back into the hole upside down, spilling us into the 
ragging cold water. A quick rescue . . . a story we will never forget. . . .

Then it came . . . that last day of our 226 mile river journey together. Respectfully, we did a 
“silent sit out.” The beautiful cascading, echoing call of the canyon wren . . . the comforting 
soft swishing of the large river . . . the trickle of water off the oars . . . the silence . . . the mag-
nitude of the Grand Canyon . . . filling our souls. A tear . . . part of me wants to stay. . . .

The Boy remains . . . he sits by the edge of the river . . . resolute. Cliffs rise . . . canyons 
meander . . . the river swishes . . . soothingly. He is sensitive . . . alert . . . The Watcher . . . 
waiting . . . waiting. He is me . . . I am him. . . .

Note: Paul & Grandpa’s dramatic flip in Lava Falls was filmed by his father Lee. You can watch 
this dramatic 90 seconds by googling “Lava Falls Accident”

Valley 
Environmental 
News
By Debra Amerson

The Drought is Over… For Now.
 
The bay area has shown that we are able to conserve water and it’s not that big of a deal, 
whereas the south has not been as open to conservation. The San Geronimo Valley is expe-
riencing an absolutely glorious spring as a result of a very difficult winter. Castro Street 
flooded in mid December, causing several Forest Knolls residents to evacuate their homes and 
await repairs. White’s Hill closed three times due to a large slide at the entrance to Baywood 
Canyon. Sir Francis Drake near Samual P. Taylor Park lost stately Redwoods older than our 
grandparent’s lifetimes.

Nearly every village has stories of fallen trees, once parched, stressed diseased beyond the point 
of recovery due to five years of dryness without annual rain.
 The average annual rainfall is 52.65 inches.Today, MMWD reported the rainfall at Lake 
Lagunitas is 95.3 inches, nearly double amount of rain of a normal year! The best news is 
Governor Jerry Brown proclaimed that the California drought is over. I say that the drought 
is over--for now! What happens if we all go back to the good old days of wasting water? 
Remember the days of washing dishes with pouring water spilling out of the faucet? Flushing 
pee every time we use the toilet. How about hot 10 minutes showers, hose watering our gar-
dens way too often, green, keeping lawns way too green, broken irrigation lines wasting water 
and car washes where we let the hose run water down the driveway or garden? We’ve all wasted 
a precious resource as if water does not matter—but it does! 

I’m not trying to make any of us feel guilty, I’m drawing attention to behaviors that waste 
water and I suggest, that if we all want to live in California now and into the future, we need 
to live as if we’re still having a drought. Why? Because, we can’t predict the future and we may 
not be gifted with another significantly wet winter for years from now so, by doing our part to 
conserve, we’re helping our counties water supply and it’s really not so hard to live consciously 
as if water matters because it really does!

Fire Mitigation

This year, after our record rains, the vegetation will grow way beyond the usual fullness and 
density will create elevated fire danger, which makes creating defensible space on your property 
even more important. The Marin County Fire Dept. has a July 1st deadline to create 100’ of 
defensible space around your home as required by law. Cal Fire offers an excellent guide for 
residential fire prevention online at: https://www.marincounty.org/~/media/files/departments/
fr/prevention/publications/checklist2005.pdf

Stay safe everybody and have a great spring!

Dirt First
by Will McQuilkin
Up on the roof, my dad and I roped and nailed down a tarp to keep 
rainfall from leaking down a south-facing wall in our living room. From 
up there, I got a chance to see my neighbors’ gardens from a unique 
perspective. That is, from above. While the gardens were certainly more 

ordered than my own, and in most cases lusher, I did make some mental notes that may apply 
to your own garden, no matter where you are in our little village. 

First, I noticed nettle. Nettle is especially rampant now, probably because it prefers moist soil, 
and this year’s rainy season soaked the valley floor. It is probably creeping up in some shady 
corner of your yard. I have noted some beautiful stocks growing in both Woodacre and Forest 
Knolls, where I do most of my gardening. Now, the natural inclination is to weed out any and 
all nettle, given that its silica tipped hairs cause a stinging irritation when they meet bare skin. 
That said, nettle has many medicinal and culinary uses, and can be harvested to the benefit of 
any gardener. Wearing gloves, pick the first three or four leaf pairs from the top of the stock, 
and place them in a bag so they can be dried and saved for a nettle tea or pasta (there are 
many recipes online). 

Next, I noticed a proliferation of exposed soil. Being soil man myself, I was shocked at this 
tendency to allow weeded soil to sit out, naked in the sun. DO NOT DO THIS. Soil needs 
mulch or an herbaceous layer in order to retain moisture and air. These are essential elements 
in a healthy soil because they allow microorganisms and earthworms – which give life to soil – 
the chance to make a home in your garden. Water, air and soil dwellers are essential for more 
vigorous plant growth and healthier dirt. By contrast, bare earth will have its top soil washed 
away by rain, its moisture will be lost to the sun and wind, the soil will have less life, and 
plants will have a harder time rooting. In order to combat this problem, a gardener must either 

cultivate an herbaceous layer with groundcover plants like vetch and Irish moss, or cover the 
ground with a layer of mulched material, like straw, redwood, or leaf litter. Whatever you do, 
cover your dirt. You wouldn’t want to live naked and outdoors, and neither does your dirt, so 
give it a blanket. 

Finally, I noticed some downed fences (mostly my own). This is a problem because, as your 
vegetables and fruits begin to flower and root, critters are going to get curious… and hungry. 
Only last week I had a pair of beautiful strawberries nipped from the vine by one of my dear, 
deer neighbors. Normally, those prize fruits would have been protected by a fence that encloses 
the garden, however, this winter’s winds and rains downed one of our fences and I have yet to 
repair it. Not only is the fence unsightly, it allows my hungry neighbors a seat at the table, so 
to speak. 

Anyways, I hope this helps. Now, get out into the world and be a gardener. To quote the great 
poet and author Wendell Berry:

“The grower of trees, the gardener, the man born to farming,
whose hands reach into the ground and sprout,

to him the soil is a divine drug. He enters into death
yearly, and comes back rejoicing. He has seen the light lie down

in the dung heap, and rise again in the corn.
His thought passes along the row ends like a mole.

What miraculous seed has he swallowed
that the unending sentence of his love flows out of his mouth

like a vine clinging in the sunlight, and like water
descending in the dark?”

Happy gardening!

VALLEY CLEANUP DAY

Have you noticed that the roads in the San Geronimo Valley have been getting cleaner and 
cleaner?  Have you seen individuals at random times picking up litter on Sir Francis Drake and 
other streets? Are you aware that couches, furniture, and other large “free” items dumped on the 

side of the road tend to disappear quickly?

Find out how this happens and get involved for an hour or two, or perhaps on a more regular 
basis, by joining us at the San Geronimo Valley Community Center at 10 am Saturday June 
17th for the annual Valley Cleanup Day.  We’re expanding our areas of coverage this year and 

could use your assistance.

There will be a celebratory barbecue afterwards at noon at the Community Center, with live 
music and great food.  Even if you can’t help with the cleanup you are welcome to join us at the 

barbecue to help spread awareness of this ongoing effort and the success we are achieving.  

Please join us!

For more information contact John Smithyman at jsmith4sg@aol.com or 510 774-9169.

Sponsored by the San Geronimo Valley Stewards.
We’re Valley Proud!
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Woodacre Improvement Club (WIC)
Established in 1940, the WIC is a private health & fitness club offers its members year-round 
use of its facilities.

A sixty-foot swimming pool, an additional 
baby pool, two tennis courts, a small gym, 
volleyball sandpit, basketball court, and a 
children’s playground are on the premises. 
Gym trainers and swim/tennis lessons are 
available. Gym and tennis memberships are 
offered along with non-contract summer fam-
ily swimming.

There are restorative and Iyengar yoga classes 
and low flying trapeze classes for members 
and the public. Our main hall is available for 
rent. Restrictions apply.

Our website is: www.woodacreimprovementclub.com. Our office email is: woodacrepool@att.
net. Our phone number is: 415-488-0708

West Marin Senior Services
West Marin Senior Services Joins with other Non-Profits to Host a Volunteer Appreciation Party
 
A number of West Marin Non-Profits are joining together at the Dance Palace on Thursday, 
June 15th – 4pm to 6pm, to formally recognize and thank their hard-working volunteers, 
essential to the day to day operations of these organizations. All are invited to celebrate the 
collective power of volunteers and to learn about additional opportunities in our communities.
 
Valley kudos are extended to Christina Ho and Halina Truong, two Dominican University 
health professions student interns who paired up to create a customized ‘Caregiver’s Guide’ 
while working with a home-based Valley client. Tina is studying Occupational Therapy and 
Halina is studying Nursing; their working together is a first for Dominican’s community-based 
internship program.
 
Stockstill House is currently accepting applications for either short stays or long term residency. 
Please contact Robyn Torres, RN at 415-663-8148 x112 or at robyn@wmss.org to schedule a 
tour. http://evite.me/1MVMsQ4mts

San Geronimo Valley Emergency Fund
The San Geronimo Valley Emergency Fund has been serving our community since 2000. We 
are dedicated to providing financial help to qualifying applicants who are experiencing hard-
ship due to unforeseen circumstances. Our board decides awards on a case by case basis. We 
serve the four villages of the San Geronimo Valley.

Over the past years we have averaged a total of $12,000 in grants to the needy residents of our 
community. We would like to give thanks to all of our generous donors for their contributions. 
We are looking forward to seeing many of you at our annual fundraiser Jazz on the Lawn on 
Sunday, September 17, 2017. Join us for good music, food and company.

San Geronimo Valley Stewards
SGV STEWARDS HOSTED COMMUNITY FORUM 
In keeping with SGV Stewards belief that a well informed community is better empowered 
to make good decisions that affect where we live, Stewards held a community forum on May 
16th to discuss the County’s new Supplemental Environmental Impact Report and its poten-
tial impact on Valley Homeowners. We look forward to our continued involvement in the 
process. The County has given until June 15 for Valley residents to comment. 

SAVE THE DATE! 
Stewards host VALLEY CLEANUP DAY this year. SATURDAY, JUNE 17 Followed by BBQ 
and LIVE MUSIC
Meet at SGV Community Center 10am Pick up supplies. Pick up some trash. Get some exer-
cise. Have some fun! Great way to spend a Saturday with some great people!
Stay for the BBQ and music at noon. 

Many thanks to our year round litter removal volunteers, for keeping trash out of the creeks 
and off our roadway!

Nobel Prize winner, Dr Elinor Ostrom: “Fisheries and natural resources are best managed by 
local communities.” SGV Stewards philosophy.

WE ARE VALLEY PROUD

San Geronimo Community Presbyterian Church
Digital art: Johnny Lawson has been learning a lot at UC 
Berkeley! Here’s a new perspective on our sanctuary building. 
Thanks, Johnny!

Spirit and Prayer returns this summer, open to anyone curious 
about connecting with spirit. During July we’ll experiment 
with various disciplines, including meditation, prayer, service 
and celebration. In August we welcome local poet Martha 
Allen, who will share favorite poetry and help us write our own. Thursday evenings from 6:00 
to 7:30 pm (starting July 6) in the Train Station. Free!

All are welcome to weekly yoga classes Wednesdays at 6 (free, donations welcome) and 
Saturdays at 10 am. Open Bible study and Prayer Group also on Wednesdays.
Free monthly movies continue – suggestions always welcome! 3rd Fridays, 6:30.

Valley Sing Team interfaith choir begins again Thursday, October 5 at 4:30 for kids 6-11; 8 
weekly rehearsals, cost $80 ($65 each for 2). 2 performances.

San Geronimo Community Presbyterian Church is at 6001 SF Drake Blvd, corner of Nicasio 
Valley Rd. Phone 488-9318. 

Wilderness Way
by Paul and Jean Berensmeier, Founding Family
While waiting for Jean’s recovery to return to teaching, video taping of Valley Elders documen-
taries and catching up on deferred maintenance and repair of the building is ongoing.

NEW! 
Roys Redwoods - The Golden Gate National Parks Conservancy partnered with Marin 
County Parks to support planning for the restoration of Roys Redwoods. This was made pos-
sible through the Tamalpais Land Collaborative, which combines the expertise and resources of 
Tam’s four land management agencies. Jean had two meetings with four representatives to pro-
vide information about the Redwoods history, community use, Native American uses, plants 
and wildlife. She recently joined 26 of these experts at a workshop whose goal is to compile 
a site inventory and analysis list based on their collective expertise. County resources include 
a recent “bio-blitz” (you may have seen the flagged survey markers) at Roys Redwoods that 
identified many plants including 3 that were formerly unknown in the area. County cameras 
posted at Roys Redwoods and French Ranch has produced 39,230 wildlife pictures that is pro-
ducing accurate, even surprising, information. Exciting!

St. Cecilias & St. Mary’s
by Rev. Cyril O’Sullivan
The Judaic Christian moral basis to living life is to live in friendship with God and one 
another. The goals to achieve this are the Ten Commandments. They are not meant to be seen 
as restrictions or prohibitions but rather as a vision to apply our lives to.
Yes to God ........................ First 3 Commandments
Yes to Family .................... 4th Commandment
Yes to Life ......................... 5th Commandment
Yes to Responsible Love ... 6th Commandment
Yes to Justice .................... 7th Commandment
Yes to Truth ..................... 8th Commandment
Yes to Respect for Others and their Belongings ...... 9th & 10th Commandments

San Geronimo Valley Lions
The SGV Lions have been busy preparing for another year 
of projects. February was a month for recuperating from 
our annual crab feed. Our March dinner guest speaker was 
our new supervisor Dennis Rodoni and our April dinner 
guest speaker was our ex-supervisor Steve Kinsey. May 11 
will be our Spring Blood drive, and the month of May is 
our annual eyeglass collection month. Look for eyeglass col-
lection boxes at your post office; also we have a permanent 
collection box at the SGV Community Center, see picture. 
July 4th brings the Woodacre Parade, Lions BBQ and Flee 
Market at Dixon ranch.

Visit our web site for membership possibilities (www.e-cub-
house.org/sites/sgvalley).

SGV Healthy Community Collaborative
About the Healthy Community Collaborative
Since 1996 the Community Center has hosted monthly meetings of the San Geronimo Valley Healthy Community Collaborative (HCC). The collaborative gives local organizations and indi-
viduals the opportunity to gather at the Community Center and share information about the work they do on behalf of our Valley community. Each member organization of the collaborative 
is invited to submit a short update on recent activities and information on upcoming events that reflect the collaborative community composition of the HCC. Each member organization is 
responsible for the content and accuracy of their submission. The HCC meets on the second Wednesday of the month 3:30-5 pm. If you would like to come to the meetings, send an email to 
valleyresourcecenter@sgvcc.org

Supervisor Dennis Rodoni and 
Master Chef Tony Meceli
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San Geronimo Valley Planning Group
Founded 1972

PLANNING GROUP UPDATES
• MEDICAL MARIJUANA - Faced with opposition by the PG, Valley residents and residents 
from every Marin community where a dispensary was proposed, the county administrator 
rejected all applications and is recommending changes in county policy before moving forward.

• PATHOGEN TESTING – Ongoing in the entire SGV watershed. Once completed it will 
provide more and better information about SG Creek water quality than methods currently 
available including the method used by the county to study the Woodacre/SG Flats proposal 
for a sewer plant at the Golf Course.
 
NEW!

• PG Intern Program for teens to study/remove Valley Broom.
• Grants! The PG received a donation that will cover major costs of the pathogen testing and 
PG Intern programs.

• Check out the NEW – UPDATED PG website at www.sgvpg.org. 
• PG Newsletter - On our web site. Informative. Educational. Surprising. Fun!
 
The PG is 45 years old this year and growing. Join us!

Gan HaLev
Gan HaLev is the Jewish Congregation in San Geronimo Valley. It means Garden of the Heart, 
in Hebrew. 

Our programs take place mainly in the San Geronimo Valley and Fairfax. Gan HaLev mem-
bers and program participants come from all over Marin County. We are unaffiliated and 
consider ourselves to be post-denominational — our members come from diverse religious 
backgrounds and parts of the world. 

We are families with children, single-parent families, couples, and single adults of all ages, at 
all stages in the life cycle. If you are seeking an inclusive, inviting community in which to 
participate and experience Jewish life, we may be the Jewish group you have been looking 
for. Some of our events are lay-led and sometimes we hire rabbis and other leaders for specific 
events including Shabbats, High Holidays, Interfaith discussions, and most other Jewish holi-
days. We invite you to join us in co-creating Jewish experiences meaningful to you and the 
community. 

For more information about Gan HaLev, please email shalom@ganhalev.org or call 
415.488.4524

Salmon Protection & Watershed Network (SPAWN)
By Marty Orgel, Communications Director

SPAWN Restoration Project Making Major Progress

One of SPAWN’s most ambitious restoration projects, to 
ensure coho salmon remain part of our ecosystem for genera-
tions to come, is making great progress. Working with the 
Point Reyes National Seashore, we are returning the old ghost 
towns of Tocaloma and Jewel, west of Samuel P. Taylor State 
Park, back to their natural and wild state. 

“This is one of the largest projects undertaken in the water-
shed,” said SPAWN Watershed Biologist Preston Brown.
Initial studies are now complete and engineering, deign, and 
permitting are now underway. The restoration along the 
Lagunitas Creek Floodplain and Riparian Enhancement 
Project will provide a one-mile stretch of river and floodplain 
habitat inside the Golden Gate National Recreation Area. 

Restorations should begin in the summer of 2018. They will improve water quality, flood con-
trol, and protections for endangered wildlife. 

For information on how to volunteer, email Preston at preston@tin.net.

San Geronimo Valley Affordable Housing 
Association
By Howie Cort

On April 23rd, The San Geronimo Valley Affordable Housing Association (SGVAHA) hosted 
a workshop at the San Geronimo Valley Presbyterian Church in collaboration with CLAM 
(Community Land Trust Association of West Marin), Lilypad Homes and the Marin Housing 
Authority to find solutions to these challenges. The workshops focused on the new possibilities 
for creating affordable Auxiliary Dwelling Units in our local communities and other informa-
tion and resources for homeowners and renters. 

You can turn that spare room, garage or self contained rental into a second unit and help be a 
part in making the Valley an affordable place to live! Clam’s Real Community Rentals website 
is: clam-ptreyes.org/clam-homes/real-community-rent. 

The contact person at CLAM is Ruth Lopez: info@clam-ptreyes.org.  415-663-1005  

For additional information and questions please feel free to contact us at: San Geronimo 
Valley Affordable Housing Association 415-488-4890 and check out our website to see what 
we’re doing to help mitigate the Valley’s affordable housing needs: www.sgvaha.org 

Marin County Parks
By Marin County Parks 

Many Hands Make Light Work 

Put your hands together and help take care of these open space lands. Join 
Volunteers for Outdoor California (V-O-Cal) and Marin County Parks on 
August 18–20, 2017 as we dig, rake, share lunch, and have fun on the Hunt Camp Trail 
in Gary Giacomini Open Space Preserve. Volunteer for one day or the whole weekend, 
no experience necessary. All tools and gloves provided. If you prefer stirring a spoon to 
swinging a hoe, you can help prepare meals for the trail crew at Stafford Lake basecamp. 

Together we will make Gary Giacomini safer, more beautiful, and more sustainable. 
The Hunt Camp project aims to restore chaparral, forest, and grassland habitat, reduce 
destructive sediment falling into the watershed, and send some love to the grassy hills, 
redwood groves, and deep ravines of wild and wonderful Gary Giacomini. After we’ve 
brushed the trail, connected Hunt Camp to Manzanita Fire Road, improved creek cross-
ings, and repaired drainage structures, the new, realigned Hunt Camp Trail will be opened 
to hikers and bikers in late 2017.
Volunteers get a free lunch on both work days. Camping overnight at Stafford Lake is 
optional. Registration is required at www.v-o-cal.org, so we can be sure to bring enough 
food and supplies. Questions? Email greza@marincounty.org. 

Volunteers for Outdoor California believes that the quality of the experience is the most 
important part of any of its efforts. As a result, everything about V-O-Cal is designed to 
make sure that every volunteer has a great time and gains a genuine sense of accomplish-
ment. We’ll see you on the trail!

HCC Meeting May 10, 2017, with 
Supervisor Rodoni

Marin County Parks - Hunter Camp Trail

Front Row left to right: Jean Berensmeier, Dave Cort, Alexander McQuilkin, Dennis Rodoni, 
Suzanne Sadowsky, Maya Gladstern.
Back Row left to right: Catherine McQuilkin, Rebecca Teague, Kate Clayton, Danielle Roeske, 
Mark Switzer, Laura Shain, Michelle Clein, Will Hubert, John Beckerley, Tom Boss, Erica 
Heimberg, David Bernard, Laurie Chorna, Jack Sayers, Rose Mary Sharp, Laura Sherman, 
Nicole Ramirez, Zoila Berardi, Margaret Krauss, Kit Krauss. (Photo by Anne McClain)
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Movie Muse
by Peter Oppenheimer
As a society, we are badly in need of a new story. The old one of “man” 
being the crown of creation, granted dominion over nature, which 
exists primarily to satisfy our voracious appetite for gratification, has 
brought us to the precipice of mass extinction. In the new story man 

and woman would be celebrated as one among a gazillion children of nature, dependent upon 
her continuing gifts for our very survival (not to mention sensual delights, companionship, 
consolation, recreation and inspiration). In the new story, consumption and indulgence won’t 
be the hallmarks of a successful life, but rather our relationships with others, with nature and 
with our own best self.

The improbably optimistic and equally pragmatic new documentary, Tomorrow, takes off from 
this yearning for new stories. Judging from the novelistic and cinematic stories making the 
rounds, it seems to be very easy for us humans to imagine and depict disastrous and dystopian 
futures, extrapolated from the way things seem to be headed both ecologically and politically, 
but it seems much harder for us to picture how the future would look if we do manage to 
avert disaster. The makers of Tomorrow decided to tell a story of how things might look in 
a future of far greater harmony with nature’s abundance and with models of social cohesion 
and mutual care than what predominates today. And they took up the challenge of telling this 
story in documentary rather than fictional form. 

What they discovered, much to their (and our) great inspiration and delight, was that on many 
continents, communities, cities and sometimes whole countries are already developing creative 
and successful models for an extremely healthy and vibrant future. Tomorrow shines a light on 
revolutions currently reshaping human life in the five areas of Agriculture, Energy, Economy, 
Democracy and Education. There can be no better antidote for the malaise caused by dystopi-
an fantasies than a healthy dose of the actuality of some very promising, ongoing, experiments 
around the world.

The film is divided into five chapters with each focusing on one of the areas listed above and 
showing numerous examples in each one of what people are doing to turn things around. 

In the field of agriculture, the film depicts a miraculous development in Detroit, Michigan, 
a place where our industrial and economic models have failed and where local urban farm-
ing food production is allowing people not only to survive the collapse but also to lead bet-
ter, healthier lives and within a more vibrant community. “Keep Detroit Growing” has over 
20,000 volunteers and 1,400 organic farms and gardens within the city limits. We also get to 
see a town in England, which has created an “Edible Green Route” that traverses the city and 
serves as a point of pride and connection where strangers come together to graze and chat.

With regard to Energy we visit Iceland where coal factories have been converted into bio-mass facto-
ries, providing electricity to 1.3 million residents. The capital city of Reykjavik is now powered 100% 
by renewable geo-thermal sources of energy. Copenhagen is attempting to become the first carbon 

neutral city in the world by 2025. There is a stirring segment on 
Zero Waste San Francisco, which has already achieved an 80% 
landfill diversion rate and whose practices are being copied by 
300 cities and 1,000 universities in the USA.

In the chapter on Economy, we visit a few of the thousands 
of towns and regions of the world which have created a 
local currency (called “complementary currency,” because it 
appends rather than supplants national currencies) to keep 
wealth circulating locally as opposed to being siphoned off 
by far distant banks and corporations. 

With regard to Democracy, we visit a country where a citi-
zen’s committee has rewritten the national constitution, and 
we visit an underserved community in South India which 
through citizen activism has taken matters into its own 
hands to determine their own future. It’s amazing to see 
what they have accomplished. 

In the final chapter on Education we are invited into several countries where promising alter-
natives are taking hold, including Finland, which has no national testing program (“We prefer 
to use our time for teaching not testing”). The smiles, enthusiasm and air of engagement on 
the children’s faces provide convincing evidence of educational success. 

There is much more shown here, of which I only have space to give these few examples as 
hints to what is on display.

As the recent Mobilization for Climate Action and other mass demonstrations show, it has 
become clear that we know we must change our ways. But the question remains, how are we 
do this in such a way so as to avert disaster and make life better for all, including those who 
are currently the losers in the zero sum game of global corporate capitalism. Perhaps Tomorrow 
doesn’t give the answer, but it does give many concrete affirmative answers and in so doing also 
assures us that there are answers. Tomorrow recently won the 2016 Cesar (France’s Oscar) for 
Best Documentary. The French actress/activist Melanie Laurent, who co-directed Tomorrow, 
recently said in an interview 
that their intention was to cre-
ate a film that would make us 
laugh, cry and want to roll up 
our sleeves and get on with it. 
Mission accomplished. 

If you are unable to find this 
film, please contact your most-
used streaming services (e.g. 
Netflix, Amazon and the like) 
and request that they make 
Tomorrow available. This is a film 
which needs to be seen. 
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Jan Gross Judy Arndt Karl O. Lichtenstein

Kirk McNaught Laura Kradjan-Cronin Lee Feickert Liz Lauter Louis Nuyens Marty Meade

Michel Kotski Molly Rea Parra O’Siochain Peter Pennypacker Peter Strindberg

Richard James Rudi Dundas Sam Fleeger Sandy White Sheri Arnason

Sierra Salin Tom Tabakin William Binzen

More Spring Art Show 2017
Photos by Donn DeAngelo

Kathy BeckerleyJacqui McN. Haber

Xander Weaver-ScullTravis Meinolf 
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Regular Meetings and Events
Community Center Board mtg. 2nd Thursday 6:00 pm Comm Center
Healthy Comm. Collaborative 2nd Wednesday 3:30 pm Comm Center
Lions Club Dinner 4th Thursday 7–9 pm Two Bird Cafe
4-H Meeting 2nd Monday 6:30 pm Lag. School
School Board mtg. 3rd Thursday 6:00 pm Lag. School
Lag. Ed. Foundation (LEAP) mtg. 1st Monday 7:00 pm Lag. School
Serenity Knolls After Care mtg. Every Tuesday 7:00 pm Comm Center
SGV Planning Group  2nd Monday  7:30 pm WW Env. Ctr.
WIC Board Meeting 3rd Tuesday 7:00 pm WIC
Rainbow Playgroup Every Tuesday  10–noon Room 9
Rainbow Playgroup Every Thursday  10–noon Room 9
Senior Lunch Every Monday Noon Comm Center
Senior Lunch Every Thursday Noon Comm Center
Artists' Receptions 2nd Sunday 4:00 pm Comm Center
SGV Al-Anon Family Group Thursdays 7–8 pm Presby. Church
VERG (Valley Emer. Response Group) Third Thursday 7 pm WW Env. Ctr.

Community  
 Calendar

Adult 
Classes  
at the  
Center 

SGVCC Website
  
The San Geronimo Valley Community Center’s weekly listing of events  
and activities is posted on our regularly updated website. Visit us at:
www.sgvcc.org. Email us at druss@sgvcc.org to join our email list.
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June
Sat  3  8:30 am Pancake Breakfast for Dads and Kids  Loft
Sat  10 7:30 pm Return to the Scene of the Crime Comm Center
Wed  14  6 pm  8th Grade graduation  Lag School
Thu  15    Last day of School Lag School
Sat 17  12-7 pm Art Opening: Gaetano DeFelice Comm Center
Sun 18 2 - 4 pm Off the Wall Freewrite Comm Center
Mon 19 9 am Summer Day Camp Starts Loft
Sat 24 4 pm SF Mime Troupe Lag Shool Field
Sun 25 4 pm Family Music Hour XIII Comm Center
Mon 26 9 am Summer Bridge Starts Comm Center

July
Sat 1 8:30 am Dads and Kids Pancake Breakfast LOFT
Tues 4 8:00 am Annual Fire Dept. Pancake Breakfast Woodacre FD
Tues 4 Noon 4th of July Parade, Flea Mkt. BBQ Woodacre
Sun 9 4-7 pm 6th Annual Photography Show Art Reception Comm Center
Sun 16 2-4 pm Off the Wall Freewrite Comm Center

August
Sat 5 8:30 am Dads and Kids Pancake Breakfast LOFT
Sat 5 6:00 pm Toys and Joys Dinner and Dance Dickson Ranch
Sun 13 2:00 pm Off The Wall Freewrite Comm Center
Tues 22 8:30 am First Day of School Lagunitas School
Sat 26 7:00 pm Peace Love & Activisim - Speakers, Films & 
         Art Exhibit Comm Center
Sun 27 4:00 pm Peace Love & Activisim - Outdoor Concert Comm Center 

September
Sat  2  8:30 am Pancake Breakfast for Dads and Kids  Loft
Sun 9 9:00 am Valley Games Lag School
Sun 17 2 - 4 pm Off the Wall Freewrite Comm Center

DAY CLASS TIME TEACHER CONTACT START DATE  
Mondays Core and Strengthening Fitness 8:45–10:00 am Susan Chavez   Ongoing
Mondays Exercise for Altacockers 10:45–11:45 am Carole Alter   Ongoing
Mondays Yuan Gong 6:30–7:30 pm Amy Matthaei 342-3579 Ongoing
Tuesdays Corematics 7:30–8:30 am Susan Chavez   Ongoing
Tuesdays Exercise for Altacockers 8:45–9:45 am Carole Alter   Ongoing
Tuesdays T’ai Chi Long Form 10:00–11 am Vicki Chase 488-4213 Ongoing
Wednesdays Core and Strengthening Fitness 8:45–10:00 am Susan Chavez   Ongoing
Wednesdays Yuan Gong 9:00–10:00 am  Amy Matthaei 342-3579 Ongoing
Wednesdays T’ai Chi Short Form 10:30–11:30 am Kenn Chase 488-4213 Ongoing
Wednesdays Exercise for Altacockers 10:45–11:45 am Carole Alter   Ongoing
Wednesdays Korean Karate 4:00–5:30 pm Ramon Pruitt   Ongoing 
Wednesdays Yoga Level 1-3 6:30-8:00 pm Patty Brockley   Ongoing
Wednesdays Essence of Being 6:30-7:45 pm Brian Ott 794-0664 Ongoing
Thursdays Corematics 7:30–8:30 am Susan Chavez   Ongoing
Thursdays Handwork Group 1:30 pm Victoria Saxe   Ongoing
Fridays Core and Strengthening Fitness 8:45–10:00 am Susan Chavez   Ongoing
Fridays T’ai Chi Long Form 9:00–10:00 am Kenn/Vicki Chase 488-4213 Ongoing
Fridays Meade’s Watercolor Basics 10:10 am–1:00 pm Marty Meade 488-4210 Ongoing

Community Center Staff Directory
and Phone Extensions
Dave Cort, Executive Director . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . .415-488-8888 ext 224
 dcort@sgvcc.org
Nicole Ramirez, Director of Human Services and Youth Programs 
 nramirez@sgvcc.org . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 415-488-8888 ext 254
Jack Sayers, Director of Operations . . . . . . . . . . . . 415-488-8888 ext 251
 jsayers@sgvcc.org
Rebecca Teague, Development Coordinator. . . . . . 415-488-8888 ext 253
 rteague@sgvcc.org
Larry Rippee, Visual Arts Coordinator/Events . . . . 415-488-8888 ext 252
 lrippee@sgvcc.org
Julie Young, Childcare Coordinator . . . . . . . . . . . 415-488-4118 ext. 309 
 jyoung@sgvcc.org
Poko Giacomini, Human Services and Facilities Coordinator. 
 pgiacomini@sgvcc.org . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .415-488-8888 ext 250
Howie Cort, Gym/LOFT Coordinator  . . . . . . . . 415-488-4118 ext. 219
 hcort@sgvcc.org
Buck Chavez, Family Advocate - Gym/LOFT . . . 415-488-4118 ext. 218
 gym@sgvcc.org
Amber Smith-Dulin, Family Advocate - Gym/LOFT 
 asmith-dulin@sgvcc.org . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 415-488-4118 ext. 218
Will Hubert, School Linked Coordinator . . . . . . . . 415-488-4118 ext 219 
  whubert@sgvcc.org
Robin Hendrickson-Nelson, VAST Coordinator 415-488-4118 ext. 506
 vast@sgvcc.org
The LOFT . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 415-488-4118 ext. 218
Gym Office  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 415-488-4118 ext. 219
“Zoila’s” Childcare Center  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 415-488-4118 ext. 309

The 10th annual Golf Tournament 
and Oyster Feed at San Geronimo 
Golf Course took place on Thursday, 
May 25, 2017.

Appreciations to our event leaders 
Jay and Liora Soladay and an “Arnie’s 
Army” of volunteers who helped raise 
over $18,000 to support the San 
Geronimo Valley Community Gym 
and the LOFT Youth Center. Pictured 
is the Cort Family Foursome lead by 
Alexander McQuilkin.


