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Rolling Stones
by Dave Cort, Executive Director

Community Center 
50th Anniversary Year

Honoring The Past
Embracing The Present
Planning For The Future

It is such an honor for me to be serving as Executive Director of the San Geronimo Valley 
Community Center in the year that our Valley celebrates the golden anniversary of this 
wonderful organization. Over the past year our Board of Directors, our staff, and our vol-
unteers have been discussing how to best celebrate this important milestone. As I wrote 
in the title of this Rolling Stones column, let us honor the past, embrace the present, and 
plan for the future.

In the fall of 1969, when the Community Center, then known as the San Geronimo 
Valley Arts Center, opened its doors for the first time, I was a freshman at Mayfield High 
School, a suburb on the east side of Cleveland. Our country had just gone through a 
tumultuous year with a presidential election, rioting, assassinations, and a country torn 
apart by the Vietnam War. I was living in a safe bubble in my hometown enjoying my 
family, friends, and a rich community life. I do have vivid memories of television shows 
about life in San Francisco, especially in the Haight Ashbury and Golden Gate Park. I was 
too young to go to Woodstock with my friends; it was only about a 7-hour drive from 
where we lived. I’m still surprised that my dad didn’t pack us up in the station wagon and 
take us to Woodstock. He always enjoyed a good party!

St. Patrick’s Day 
Youth Talent Show
By Howie Cort

“We Have a Really Big Shew Tonight” - Ed Sullivan

First there was The Ed Sullivan Show on Sunday nights. Then there was America’s Got 
Talent, followed by American Idol, but none of these shows can compare to our sweet, 
down-home, annual St. Patrick’s Day Talent Show. If you have been to this event you 
know what I’m talking about. Our Valley kids get up on the stage and open themselves 
and their hearts to the audience by singing, dancing, reciting poetry, telling stories, 
jokes, and playing their instruments. It is an evening where our community of family 
and friends gather together to celebrate what’s really important: the children and youth 
of our Valley. The evening is set up in three parts. The younger kids, between the ages 
of 5 to 10, will perform in the first act that will start at 4 p.m. and last until 5 p.m. We 
will take a break and, for an additional fee, you can enjoy a delicious dinner, along with 
beverages and sweets. At 6 p.m., the second half will begin with the older kids. Instead 
of Ed Sullivan, we have MC extraordinaire Jasper Thelin and his amazing assistant 
Alexander McQuilkin who will entertain the audience and introduce the acts for the 
show. The cost for entry is $15 for adults, $12 for seniors and $8 for children. Families 
of 3 or more will be $35. All proceeds from this show help to fund our scholarships for 
our Children, Youth and Teen Programs. Don’t miss out on this amazing evening. Join 
us Saturday, March 16th, in the Lagunitas School Multipurpose Room, for an evening 
of entertainment that is sure to make you clap, cheer, laugh, and even shed a few tears!

The 29th Annual Spring 
Art Show Reception!
Friday, May 10, 6:30pm 

A grand tradition that celebrates the  
impressive artistic talent in the Valley

Continued on page 2



My journey from 1969 to 1978, when I landed in the San Geronimo Valley, was a 
time of tremendous growth for me both personally and professionally. In 1991, I was 
so fortunate to start working at the Community Center as I learned of the open posi-
tion which volunteering in my son Daley’s Open Classroom program.

Working at the Community Center for the past twenty-eight years as the Center’s 
Executive Director, along with our current Board of Directors and our amazing staff, I 
am honored to carry out the vision that our Founders had in 1969. This vision includ-
ed a thriving Community Center on a public school campus that supported families 
and children in our Valley by addressing their needs and interests by providing a safe 
and healthy space. In those early days there was a very limited budget, no paid staff, 
and a lot of heavy lifting to do to transition the building which had opened its doors in 
1928 as a three classroom public school. The San Geronimo Valley Community Guide, 
which we released last year, is filled with this history and many pictures and stories of 
how the Community Center grew in those early years through extremely committed 
volunteers. If you do not have a copy of the 50th anniversary Community Guide please 
stop by the Center and we will give you a copy.

Today’s Community Center offers a full menu of programming in the areas of Human 
and Safety Net Services, Children, Youth, Teen and Young Adult programs, Aging and 
Older Adult programs, and Arts and Events including performing, visual, and literary 
arts. These programs take place in the historic Community Center building, at the San 
Geronimo Valley Community Gym and LOFT Youth Center, and at Central Park in 
Woodacre. The Community Center’s partnership with the Lagunitas School District 
is stronger than ever and serves as a model throughout Marin and the Bay Area for 
other public schools and community-based organizations. The Community Center is 
involved and represented in numerous collaborations, coalitions, and collective impact 
movements. With the Center’s newly established Endowment, a strong base of annual 
contributors, and excellent relationships with local Foundations and with the County 
of Marin, the Community Center has a sustainable future. Our organization is built 
for the long haul and is prepared to change and grow as our community evolves. Watch 
for surveys and opportunities to give us feedback as we plan for the future.

The Founders of the Community Center are now in their late 70’s and 80’s. Many 
of these amazing people are still very active in our Valley community. A number of 
their children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren are  living and very involved at 
the school, at the Community Center, and in other community based organizations. 
The San Geronimo Valley and the Nicasio Valley are examples of communities where 
people age in place. The census numbers clearly show that our median age continues 
to rise every ten years. It is very difficult for our children and grandchildren to find 
housing in the Valley. There is not a lot available and it is expensive. Families are work-
ing on creative solutions and there are excellent organizations addressing these issues. 
We have new families moving into our community and they are warmly embraced 
and supported by an excellent school and vibrant programs. The opportunities for a 
healthy lifestyle in an amazingly beautiful environment, 35 minutes from one of the 
greatest cities on the planet is beyond compare. I still pinch myself every time that I 
drive over the Golden Gate Bridge or over White’s Hill into the Valley. I am honored 
that a guy from Cleveland has been able to find such a special place to live for over 
40 years, to raise my family and to have a fantastic job in my community. I know that 
our Community Center is committed to supporting people in our Valley to have these 
same opportunities as we plan for our next 50 years. 
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Community Center Board of Directors:

Jean Berensmeier, Founder

Credits
Stone Soup is printed four times a year and reflects the diverse cultural interests of the Community 
Center and the Valley. Though it is a publication of the San Geronimo Valley Community Center, 
it is meant as a journal for everyone in or around the Valley. We are interested in your input. If you 
have any comments, ideas for articles or columns, news, art, stories, poetry, photography, or infor-
mation for the Milestones column, please forward them to:  The Stone Soup Editorial Committee 
c/o San Geronimo Valley Community Center, 6350 Sir Francis Drake Blvd. P.O. Box 194, San 
Geronimo, CA 94963. Phone 415-488-8888 • Fax: 488-9398 • email: drusss@sgvcc.org, or visit 
www.sgvcc.org. 
Stone Soup does not exercise editorial control on the content of submissions by organizations, 
byline columnists, or display ads. We reserve the right to refuse to publish ads or submissions.

Editorial Committee: Dave Cort, David Russ & Alexander McQuilkin
Proofreading: Dave Cort, Larry Rippee, Jack Sayers
Production: David Russ, Russ Ranch Productions
Printing: Marin Sun
Ads: Larry Rippee

Carol Rebscher, President
John Beckerley, Secretary
David Bernard, Treasurer
Bob Baker
Mike Cusick

Steve Granville 
Barbara Hoefle 
David Lakes
Kelly Mason
Alexander McQuilkin

Ramon Ramirez
John Rutledge
Gina Smith
Liora Soladay

Connect with SGVCC
       
The San Geronimo Valley Community Center’s weekly listing of events and activities is 
posted on our regularly updated website. Visit us at www.sgvcc.org. Email us at druss@sgvcc.
org to join our email list.

You can also follow us on Facebook @ sangeronimovalleycommunitycenter

And Twitter @SGV_Comm_Center

Dirt First
by Will McQuilkin

On my way to work this morning, I listened to an interview with 
Dahr Jamail on KPFA’s Letter and Politics—shoutout Mitch Jeserich. 
During the program, Jamail discussed global climate change and his 

book, “The End of Ice: Bearing Witness, and Finding Meaning in the Path of Climate 
Disruption.” It was a pretty bleak conversation, to say the least. Like most climatologists, 
Jamail is of the belief that global climate change and its effects are already unstoppable. 
That is, in the 250-years since the industrial revolution, we have done so much damage to 
the climate through mining and burning “resources,” that the problems have become like 
a snowball that’s rolled downhill long enough that to stop it is an impossibility. According 
to Jamail, we are living through the sixth mass extinction in the Earth’s history, and we 
(that is, humankind) are to blame. 

The question Jamail attempts to answer then is, “how do we act from that point?” 
According to Jamail, the first step is to grieve. That is, it’s impossible to actually face the 
consequences of human greed and ignorance and not feel some measure of sadness, and 
we need to deal with that before we can move on. After grief, comes action. According to 
Jamial, after grief, we need to ask ourselves, “How do we want to be today? What good 
work do we want to find that we can do . . . . And what do I need to do to try and live 
the right way today, at this point in history?” In other words, after coming to terms with 
the catastrophic consequences of our actions, there is still work that needs to be done. 
Our choices still matter, because facing the problem is the most mature course of action, 
and because failing to do so is irresponsible. 

As gardeners and farmers, we have a responsibility to treat the gift of our land in accor-
dance with how the Earth would want us to treat her. What can you do for the planet 
today? What good work can you do? You can sow wildflowers (Toby’s Feedbarn in Point 
Reyes has a good stock next to their coffee bar). You can start a compost. You can plant a 
tree. You can get a little closer to your food by growing it (or some of it) yourself. You can 
choose to honor the land and in turn, honor yourself, and those you love. 

The time for radical change is now. Get outside. Enjoy the sunshine, the dirt, and the 
water. Choose the good work.

Continued from page 1

SAVE THE DATE
San Geronimo Valley 
Community Gym  
Golf Tournament  
and Oyster Feed

Thursday, May 23, 2019 at 11 am
Peacock Gap Golf Course in San Rafael

Please contact Rebecca Teague for 
Sponsorship opportunities and more 
information at rteague@sgvcc.org



Volunteer Profile:
Rose Mary Sharp
by Dave Cort & Poko Giacomini

Rose Mary Sharp, like the Community Center, is this year 
celebrating her 50th year in the San Geronimo Valley. 
Throughout her 50 years in the Valley, Rose Mary has 
been involved as a volunteer and prides herself on being a 
“worker bee that does not like to her toot her own horn”. 
As all of us who work here at the Community Center 
know, Rose Mary brings so much to our Center as a vol-
unteer supporting the needs of our Community Center.

Rose Mary was born in Peru. Growing up she lived 
in Texas, Colorado, New Mexico, Oakland and San 
Francisco. When Rose Mary was eighteen years old she 
was living in San Francisco working for the post office. 
She was struggling with bronchitis in San Francisco’s wet 
climate and her doctors recommended that she move to a dryer climate. Rose Mary had 
friends in Steamboat Springs Colorado who were running a ski lodge. The ski lodge was 
“commune like” with lots of people passing through. It was at the ski lodge that Rose Mary 
met Joe Sharp. Joe was born in Texas and grew up in Mexico City. 

On October 1, 1969, Rose Mary, Joe and their oldest child Michelle moved to Park Street 
in Woodacre. Joe began studying classical Indian flute at Ali Akbar Khan’s school, which at 
that time was located at the Bothin Camp in Fairfax. Rose Mary met Sandy Dorward, who 
was a teacher at the Lagunitas School and was beginning to envision the formation of the 
Open Classroom. Rose Mary also met Jack Dorward who was a founder of the brand new 
Community Center, known at that time as the San Geronimo Valley Art Center. 

Jack called Rose Mary and asked her if she had time to volunteer to clean up the Center 
to get it ready for programming. When Rose Mary arrived both lobby doors were chained 
closed. Jack had the key and unlocked the padlocks to let them in the lobby. The place was 
an absolute mess. There were 50-gallon drums in the lobby filled with burned garbage. The 
walls were black with soot from the fires that were made by people who were living in the 
hallway. Rose Mary said it was a “hippy homeless encampment”. 

Rose Mary told us that they did not even realize that the WPA Mural that was painted by 
Maurice del Mue was on the wall. Fortunately an artist friend of Rose Mary’s was help-
ing her clean the soot and she realized that there was artwork there. We asked Rose Mary 
about the three classrooms. She told me that they were all stuffed with school desks, tables, 
and other items that had to be cleaned out. This was Rose Mary’s start as a volunteer at 
the Center and her volunteerism has spanned 50 years of service. In 1970 Rose Mary was 
involved in the first ever Holiday Art Festival. She was also involved in the formation of the 
Valley Planning Group and worked on Gary Giacomini’s election as County Supervisor and 
Richard’s Sloan’s election to the Lagunitas School Board.

During the 1970’s and 1980’s Rose Mary was involved in the Coop Preschool and the Open 
Classroom working in the classroom. Rose Mary returned to school during this time period 
and earned a teaching credential and a degree in art history. Rose Mary went on to teach 
bilingual education in Marin County and Sonoma County. Rose Mary was invaluable to the 
Community Center in supporting our staff with translation services to our clients. She sup-
ports our clients in signing up for Valley Toys and Joys and other social service programs.

In 2010 Rose Mary joined the Board of Directors of the San Geronimo Valley Emergency 
Fund where she is on the grant distribution committee and supports this wonderful orga-
nization’s fundraising events. Rose Mary also represents the Emergency Fund at Healthy 
Community Collaborative meetings. Thanks you Rose Mary for your 50 years of involve-
ment in our Valley!
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John Adams
Carole Alter
Alejandro Alvarado
Gisela Alvarado
Linda Amari
Debra Amerson
Anita’s 5th-6th grade class
Kristy Arroyo
Manny Arroyo
Elizabeth Ayers
Andrew Bailey
Bard Bailey
Karen Batres 
Al Baylacq
Lisa Baylacq
Jean Berensmeier
Lee Berensmeier
Paul Berensmeier
Barbara Brauer
Larry Brauer
Sarah Brewster 
Tim Cain
Mary Chapman
Alan Charne
E.J. Chavez
Laurie Chorna
Arnie Cicchetti 
Rev. Kate Clayton
Sylvia Cornejo
Daley Cort
Dorothy Cox
Teresa Dallara 
Kevin Danaher
Katie Davidson
Mike Davidson
Samantha Davidson
Donn DeAngelo
Gaetano De Felice
Dominican Nursing 

Students
Anne Faught
Janelle Fazackerley
Jim Fazackerley
Jerry Feickert
Stephanie Fein
Jeff Felland 
Roberta Floden 

Laura Flores
Daniella Fogel
Chuck Ford
Lila Friday
Kevin Gladstone
Tealy Gapinski
Mallory Geitheim
Andrew Giacomini
Antony Giacomini
Susi Giacomini
Judy Hall
Miyo Hall
Cio Hernandez
Mike Howe
Maureen Hurley
Muniera Kadrie
Dahlia Kamesar
Elan Kamesar
Allison Keyes
Geri Kientz
Bev Kinsey
Jean Kinsey
Steve Kinsey
Michel Kotski
KWMR Radio
Skye La Ponte
Linea Larsen
Larry Levine
Jennifer Livingston 
Rich Lohmam
Al Lubow
Rebecca Maloney
Jon Marker 
Esther Martinez
Noah Marty
Joyce McGhie
Pat McGraw
Will McQuilkin
Catherine McQuilkin
Michael McQuilkin
Bud Meade
Kevin Meade
Marty Meade
Carl Miller
Jeff Miller
Elaine Nehm
Legal Aid of Marin

Greg Odin
Open Classroom Students
Peter Oppenheimer
Marcia Phipps
Allison Puglisi
Dave Puglisi
Cody Rahn
Molly Rea
Revolution 9
Shery Rice
Elena Roncaglie 
Dave Rosen
Marty Rosenblum
Schawkie Roth
Tiya Arian
Angelo Sacheli
Isabelle Salcedo 
San Geronimo Preschool
Terry Shea
Barb Scott
Liz Seabury
Rosemary Sharp
Laura Sherman
Richard Sloan
Connie Smith Siegal
Jay Soladay
Solstice
SPAWN Interns
Hillary Stock
Sean Sullivan
Beth Cooper Tabakin
Tom Tabakin
Katie Terwilliger
Jasper Thelin
Kira Thelin
James Tolbert
Amy Valens
Tom Valens
Juliette Valente
JeanA Warner
Wavy Gravy
Helen Weber
Conrad Williams
April Wolcott
Woodacre Garden Club
Ted Wright

VOLUNTEERS
The following people volunteered in the Community Center’s Food Bank, Senior Lunches, Arts and 
Events, School Readiness, School Dances, Gardening and Maintenance. Thank you!!! We apologize if 
anyone was accidentally left off the list. Please let us know and we will add your name!

With Respect
We were saddened to hear that Duncan Draper passed away. Duncan and Naomi had been 
living in Nova Scotia for the past year, after selling their home in Woodacre. A memorial 
is being held at the Community Center on Sunday, March 24th to celebrate Duncan’s life. 
Naomi, Benj and Nathaniel welcome everyone in the Valley.

Our hearts go out to Bev Kinsey and the entire Kinsey family upon Roy’s passing. We were all 
blessed to have Roy living in our Valley with 4 generations of his family over the past 10 years.

Milestones
Anne McClain let us know that Margit and James of Forest Knolls are embarking on 
another amazing bicycle journey! From Fairfax CA to San Diego to Florida to Cuba to 
Brazil to South Africa and from there north through Africa, through Europe then some-
how east to Mongolia. After that they plan to come home . . . . If you think that sounds 
overly ambitious, they have already cycled from Alaska to the bottom of South America. 
Looking forward to the road stories!

Congratulations to all of the San Geronimo Valley students who played on winter sports 
teams at Drake High School. Both the boys and girls basketball teams, soccer teams, and 
wrestling teams were full of our Valley athletes. 

Kenn Chase has been teaching Yang Style Tai Chi for 50 years! He first studied with 
Master Choy Kam Man in San Francisco. In 1969 he became the first Tai Chi at Esalen 
Institute in Big Sur and worked with such “greats” as Moshe Feldenkrais, Charlotte Selver 
and Ida Rolf. He travelled and taught in Europe and after returning to the US is the early 
1980’s, created a private practice in the Bay Area and has been teaching ever since. Kenn, 
with his wife Vicki, moved to the Valley in 1998 and started teaching here shortly thereaf-
ter. He enjoys being part of the Valley community and having a faithful following of com-
mitted students. 

If you have a milestone to share with our community please email Dave Cort at dcort@sgvcc.org



Human
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Services

Food Bank
Emergency food  distribution is offered two days a week, year round to Valley families. 
Staffed by local volunteers, the Food Bank is supported by the Marin Community Food 
Bank and by generous donations from local Valley people and service organizations. 
Information is provided on nutrition and healthy eating, and, when available, fresh surplus 
produce from the School-Community Garden is offered to Food Bank clients. 

The Food Bank needs volunteers. Can you help on Thursday mornings at 9 am or after-
noons at 4 pm? Call Nicole 415-488-8888

The Community Center Food Bank is open Monday from 9: 00 am – 5:00 pm and Thursday 
afternoons from 2:00–5:00 pm. 

Food Bank Banter
by Nicole Ramirez

The current state of affairs in this country and in other countries really can throw off the 
mood of living your day-to-day here in Valley. When I rise in the morning, I attempt to 
begin with some insight my co-worker Poko Giacomini suggested that all might try. Wake 
up and list five things you are grateful for. Upon doing this your perspective shifts and the 
things you may take for granted are at the top of what you are grateful for. Health, fam-
ily, love, home, and food. It’s easy to do. The list can change but the core of it remains the 
same, and a sense of stability is what we are all grateful for. This sense of stability was tested 
by our very own government for many.

Our nation experienced the longest partial government shutdown in history this year. Many 
who serve this country were left without payment for their dedication and commitment. 
This was a terrible message that the people in power felt necessary to send. During that time 
our staff here at the Center felt it was important to offer an alternative message of giving 
rather than taking away. We opened our Food Bank to any government employees during 
the shutdown. Our staff agreed to allow any government employee all week access to our 
pantry. Although we did not receive any participants outwardly admitting they are employed 
by the government, we believe we served some affected by this shutdown. Our message was 
simple, we offered a solution and a gesture of community to individuals who are devoted to 
our country. Many people rallied locally to do their part during the shutdown. I spoke to 
families who went to local beaches and picked up garbage which others filtered through for 
recycling. The owner of the Siren Cafe at Stinson Beach paid to have the parking lot open. 
It became a consciousness like no other. A “shutdown” awareness was on everyone’s mind. 
We posted our outreach on our website and the attention we received from this community 
was heartwarming. We received phone calls, emails and even volunteers offering their sup-
port for what we do. 

It was another validation for me that I am at the right place. This place offers so much to 
people, and the most important thing I discovered is the stability it provides for this com-
munity. Fortunately, the shutdown ended but I know the commitment to offering solutions 
to this community will continue for us. 

Senior Programs, 
Activities and Services at 
the Community Center
The San Geronimo Valley Community Center is excited to offer healthy and interac-
tive programs for people of all ages. We are especially proud of our programs for people 
60 years of age and over – our Senior Lunch, our cultural events, art shows and much 
more. We also have an electronic newsletter with updates every few weeks with new 
information and lunch menus. Send an e-mail to Nicole Ramirez at nramirez@sgvcc.org 
to have your name added to the list.

We are offering ongoing programs here at the Center to keep our lives vibrant. There 
are also an array of classes that are reasonably priced listed in our Stone Soup Catalog. 

Ongoing Programs:

Senior Lunch Mondays and Thursdays at Noon

This very popular program has been operating since February 2009 at the Center. We 
have delicious well-balanced meals brought in from the kitchens of Good Earth Natural 
Foods with new menus every week. All the main courses have great sides and salads 
and fresh fruit. It’s the happening event for a healthy meal and great conversation with 
neighbors and friends. Suggested donation for seniors is $3 a meal and for others the 
charge is $6 per person. 

Emergency Food Pantry Thursdays at 1-2 p.m. in the West Room for people attend-
ing the Senior Lunch. Fresh nutritious food—fresh produce, dairy, canned goods, eggs, 
chicken – to prepare healthy meals at home. (The Food Pantry is also open on Mondays 
from 9am-5pm).

Mah Jong Learn how to play or play with others on Friday afternoons from 1:00 until 
3:30 in the Living Room at the SGVCC. Bring your set if you have one. 

Ping Pong Thursdays at 1pm after Senior Lunch. A free program in the Community 
Gym. Also, Sundays from 6–9 p.m.

Jazz in the Afternoon Thursdays at 1:30 p.m. in the Valley Room following Senior 
Lunch. Every week a Jazz combo with Judy Hall and friends play great music for all to 
enjoy. Free

Growing Old Gracefully–A Senior Peer Counseling Group, Wednesdays from 10 to 
11:30am. Volunteer counselors help senior members of our community sort through 
the transitions and realities of aging that we all face: the loss of independence and con-
trol, isolation, and declining physical health. Limited to 10 seniors. Sign up with Sarah 
Brewster at 415-488-0419.

Senior Book Club Meets the second Monday of each Month at 1 p.m. in the Living 
Room. Please contact Carl Miller at psycarl@gmail.com

Excercise for Alta Cockers Mondays and Wednesdays at 10:30am-11:45am; Tuesdays 
at 8:45am-9:45am in the Valley Room. This class is fun! In one hour you will warm up, 
stretch, dance, (sometimes ballet or Latin, belly dance, jazz, waltz and more) Tai Bo & 
Qi Gong. All working together organically and synergistically adding up to one hour of 
“Doing the Right Thing” and we get to Yiddish too. Oy! 

Handwork Group
Living Room Thursdays at 1:00 p.m. following the Senior Lunch. Knitters, quilters, 
embroiderers, weavers, hand stichers, crocheters and crafters in a fun and relaxed 
environment. Don’t hesitate to drop in. Everyone is welcome. All levels of skills from 
experts to those just getting started. Learn the basics, tricks, or follow complex patterns. 
Knitting is Zen. Practice makes perfect. 

Volunteer Opportunities We have many ways that seniors provide support to the Center 
for its various programs and activities. Please call Nicole at 488-8888, ext. 254 if you have 
some time to spare and we will try to find a job that fits your interests and schedule.

Pickleball Thursday evenings from 5:30-9 pm in the Community Gym.

Senior Stolls Mondays at 1 pm following Senior Lunch. 

Financial Emergency? 
There are three local nonprofit organizations that may be able to provide small grants to families or 
individuals in need. These are generally one–time grants for such items as car repairs, utility bills, or 
other necessities. Also the local Lions Club can help with prescription eye glasses.

San Geronimo Valley Emergency Fund provides financial assistance to members of the Valley 
community in times of need. Pick up an application at the Community Center or request one 
by mail from Rosemary Sharp at 415-488-4225.

West Marin Community Services uses a portion of its Thrift Store profits for a distribu-
tion fund available for use by low-income Valley residents. The fund supports unmet needs 
that tend to fall through the cracks of our care system. Contact Socorro Romo, 663-8361, or 
sromo@westmarincommunityservices.org.

The San Geronimo Valley Lions Club offers financial aid to Valley folks who need financial assistance to 
purchase prescription eye glasses. For more information e-mail Chloe Cook at chloecook@comcast.net
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Youth Leadership Corner
Meet Alexa Davidson, Young Adult Coordinator
Alexa Davidson is the Community Center’s newest addition 
and joins the team as the Young Adult Coordinator. Raised in 
Lagunitas, Alexa has been involved with the Community Center in 
various ways throughout her life (program participant, volunteer, 
SEL facilitator, Family Music Hour singer, and more)!

Alexa enters this role with the goal of making the San Geronimo 
Valley a more thriving and accessible community for the young 
adults who make up the next generation of Valley residents. With 
the Community Center approaching it’s 50th anniversary, Alexa 
recognizes the importance of focusing on the future by intentionally 
engaging young people to participate in building a community that 
supports the modern challenges we face in West Marin. In addition 
to her work with young adults, Alexa will be supporting the Center 
in measuring impact across programs to guide service delivery and improve our understanding of 
those that we serve. 

Alexa brings with her years of experience working the nonprofit sector, first as a direct care 
professional with Seneca Family of Agencies, and then as the Assistant Executive Director for 
Humankind Alliance. Alexa will be receiving her Masters degree in Nonprofit Administration 
from the University of San Francisco in May 2019 and shares her knowledge of the most current 
trends, practices and ever-changing nonprofit sector. 

West Marin Coalition for 
Healthy Youth (WMCHY)
by Madeline Hope
The San Geronimo Valley Community Center–West Marin Coalistion for Healthy Youth continues 
to align with the Marin Prevention Network, our Marin County Coalitions, Health and Human 
Services, Office of Education, local School Districts and Youth Centers, community-based organiza-
tions and partners to reduce the underage use of alcohol, tobacco & other drugs in West Marin. 
Each partner contribution compliments the limited Health and Human Services funding and offers 
program support in the form of professional development, cultural competency trainings, mental 
health first aid, CPR and other trainings, facilitation workshops and leadership development. In 
order to focus resources efficiently, we work with our key partners to share information, coordi-
nate opportunities, promote services and build relationships that are helping to build a meaningful 
exchange across the vast area. 

WMCHY has proudly grounded our work with youth, young adults, families, individual residents 
and community partners within the boundaries of West Marin to coordinate the community-based 
delivery system that we have networked to reach more families and community partners. We are 
mid-stride, but we are confident that there are more connections that we can rely on that were not in 
place previously.

West Marin continues to explore the many ways to reduce risk factors & build resiliency. Its not 
easy but we are thankful for the opportunity to be the bridge building mechanism advocating for 
our families and creating landings in each HUB area with local partners with resources interested 
in serving more youth, young adults and families.  Our team meets with working groups to pro-
duce Let’s Talk Vaping events in San Geronimo Valley and Point Reyes Station;  Develop Program 
Opportunities for academic support and talking circles with the West Marin Free Library; Partner 
with Commonweal to engage and train community partners in Creative Facilitation; develop leader-
ship ability with our sector partners to be better advocates and more reliable partners who have the 
capacity to coordinate and sustain a parent education, prevention and intervention plan with the 
home, the school and the community based networks.  

For more information please visit the WMCHY https://westmarincoalition.org/ .

To be part of the West Marin Prevention Plan, please call Dave Cort 415-488-8888 or Madeline 
Nieto Hope 415-446-8587. 

Transitional Aged Youth 
(TAY)
by Madeline Hope
The San Geronimo Valley Community Center and the TAY-Young Adult Services Program 
welcomes new staff members Alexa Davidson and Cory Vangelder to the team. Our newest 
colleagues bring a wealth of experience, professional expertise and unique insights to the TAY-
Young Adult Services Project. Their contributions will help the SGVCC-TAY Program become 
a more robust and sustainable presence in West Marin. Our TAY-INNovation team and the 
SGVCC staff continue to support our 16 regional leaders and engage with their identified 
regional projects to plan and produce the projects identified in response to last year’s commu-
nity meetings. 

San Geronimo and Tomales both are producing community based activities, one in-school and 
one in-community that will help TAY in-residence connect with peers, participate in oppor-
tunities to grow and continue to build up the opportunities for TAY.  Point Reyes Station and 
Bolinas/Stinson Beach are working on infrastructure and key partnerships to develop the HUB 
Landing and helping to create an online calendar and list-serv that can help coordinate part-
ners who will commit to supporting youth, young adults and families living in West Marin. 
Across the region, the relationships and our focused attention strengthens each Hub Landing. 
Each project takes time and effort to build. This Fall and Winter we have engaged key play-
ers, identified the meaningful activity and now work on aligning the spaces and resources for 
young adults to produce their project. 

New partners from Marin and Sonoma County and the Bay Area support young adults who 
are living through transition domains in rural West Marin, which include each individual’s 
health and wellbeing, career and employment, personal effectiveness, living situation and edu-
cation options. Each week we learn about more services and resources that exist for TAY and as 
a team, continue to make the case for some of these formal services to be delivered through a 
Youth and Young Adult schedule that reaches each hub equally in West Marin. 

Projects are set in Tomales, Point Reyes Station, Bolinas/Stinson Beach and San Geronimo 
Valley. Each project is community based and are designed to assist each community in iden-
tifying indoor and outdoor spaces for young adults to gather, supporting TAY with interest 
to plan and coordinate activities across all regions and assist more youth and young adults to 
access transportation opportunities among regions and reduce overall isolation. 

This past month the County of Marin conducted a mid-year focus group with our West 
Marin TAY lNNovation leaders and the Marin County TAY Council. Additionally, the parents 
and guardians of our TAY in residence also participated in a focus group to better share their 
insight of how our TAY-INNovation program has served TAY geographically and developmen-
tally. We pride ourselves on the grit and dedication of our Young Adults and our adult allies 
living and working in West Marin.

Youth Job Training Program
by Rebecca Teague, Poko Giacomini and Julie Young
Can we ensure that our kids remain engaged and invested in our community? Is it pos-
sible to provide middle schoolers with opportunities that give them a sense of purpose and 
are also fun? Can we offer our San Geronimo Valley and Nicasio youth hands-on learning 
experiences locally? Yes to all of the above – through our Youth Job Training Program! 
 
Our Youth Job Training Program provides middle schoolers an opportunity to work at 
local businesses or nonprofits. These internships give our Valley and Nicasio youth practi-
cal skills, workplace experience and greater knowledge and comfort within a work envi-
ronment. Some of our current student interns are learning how to make the perfect latte 
at The Pump Espresso Bar in Forest Knolls, how a retail shop is run at Revolution 9 in 
Fairfax, the joy of creating a radio show and being on-air at KWMR in Point Reyes, and 
how to participate and give back at our very own Community Center Food Bank.
 
This program not only gives our middle schoolers’ great first-time work experiences, but 
engages them in meaningful and purposeful activities that offer both continuity and variety 
to their everyday experience. Our internships are a great way for kids to see their impact on 
the community. The benefits experienced by our students, community, and partner organi-
zations are enormous. Working and volunteering within our community teaches compas-
sion, empathy, tolerance, gratitude, and community responsibility. 

Big thanks to all of the businesses and nonprofits working with our youth: The Pump 
Espresso Bar, West Marin Montessori Preschool, San Geronimo Valley Preschool, Lagunitas 
Deli, Woodacre Country Market and Deli, Revolution 9, KWMR, Bovine Bakery, Marin 
Power Yoga, St Rita’s Thrift Store, Fairfax San Anselmo Children’s Center, Live Water Surf 
Shop and Roco Dance and Fitness. If you are a local business or nonprofit and would like 
to participate in this program, please reach out and let us know! 
 

Our Job Training Program is expanding!
 
Currently we are working to expand our program to include 15-25-year olds, offering 
guidance through the sometimes-challenging transition between childhood and adulthood. 
This summer we are offering a variety of internships for these young adults at many local 
businesses and organizations including Canal Alliance, SPAWN, California Film Institute, 
and Studio 4 Art. Additionally, our young adult program provides skills-based, professional 
development workshops throughout the Summer to help interns finalize their resumé’s, 
practice interviewing/communication skills, and more. If you are a San Geronimo Valley 
or Nicasio young adult, please contact Alexa Davidson at adavidson@sgvcc.org to find out 
more.
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Lagunitas School District
by Steve Rebscher

Out Into the World!

As a community that is deeply committed to the education of our children it is impor-
tant to reflect on the question, “What do we want to teach our children?” And, “How 
do we measure our success or failure in this critical endeavor?” Since the 1970’s the San 
Geronimo Valley has clearly diverged from the educational mainstream by offering pro-
grams that address the educational preferences of families, by tailoring the elementary 
school experience to fit the needs of individual children, by emphasizing art, music and 
interpersonal relationships and by de-emphasizing standardized testing.

Our district mission statement includes goals of academic excellence, social awareness, 
civic responsibility and strong self-esteem. When we have compared the academic perfor-
mance of Lagunitas students to that of students from other schools feeding into Drake 
High School we see that our students consistently perform at, or above, the level of stu-
dents from other schools. But how can we look at the outcomes for our students as they 
progress beyond high school?

In what I hope will be an ongoing look at past Lagunitas students I have began an inter-
view series to be presented here in the Stone Soup and available on our school website. 
My intention is to highlight students from both of our elementary programs that have 
gone on to study or work in interesting areas after graduating from high school. I hope 
to represent the tremendous diversity of goals, interests, talents and careers that our val-
ley kids evolve to fill. I can’t help but think that our emphasis on each student as an 
individual, our focus on developing sound relationships with adults and mentors and our 
respect for a wide range of future paths through life have supported the exciting choices 
our students have made. In this first installment I spoke with Elise Darragh-Ford (Open 
Classroom), Tiya Arian (Open Classroom) and Daniel Szawarzenski (Montessori).

Elise remembers being interested in physics and how things work since she was a young 
child. When she got to Drake High School she decided she needed to make a conscious 
choice to move in that direction by building the math and physics background she would 
need to compete for limited space in exciting programs at top universities. She enrolled 
in an AP physics class offered through the UC system. Her outstanding scores on that AP 
exam opened the door for her to enroll in honors physics when she entered the University 
of Chicago as a freshman physics major. After her first year in Chicago she narrowed her 
focus to astrophysics.

Last year Elise continued her studies at the University College, London (Founded in 
1826, UCL now has over 37,000 students and is among the worlds most productive 

research institutions). Before returning home 
to Lagunitas this Fall, Elise completed an 
internship at Oxford University where she 
used computational modeling to examine the distribution of galaxies in the universe. 
Did you know that galaxies are not randomly located throughout space? They appear to 
exist in patterns along filament like projections that form a net or cosmic web extending 
through space and time!

Reaching outside her passion for astrophysics Elise loves the wide variety of classes avail-
able at the University of Chicago and enjoys both class work and independent reading in 
a wide range of topics. Elise’s long-term goal is either to remain in academic research or 
work with a government agency or science advisory group.

Tiya loves to be around woodworking, trees and craftspeople working with their hands. 
Her interest in all forms of building and craft jumped when she first went with her mom 
to Burning Man in the Nevada desert several years ago. There, she began to learn how to 
use a wide variety of tools and building techniques to create the impromptu structures 
made famous each year at Burning Man. These wild creations stimulated her desire to 
develop her skills to create beautiful objects and a respect for the years of practice and 
learning that it takes to become a true craftsperson.

Tiya is now traveling on that path. After learning some of the basics of working with 
steel in a shop in the canal area of San Rafael she is now working full time at Turner and 
Taylor, an architectural steel firm in Novato. For the past year she has been learning to 
make the precision measurements and cuts required in high end architectural fabrications, 

Youth Programs 
by Nicole Ramirez

Playgroup for Children 0-5years 

Join the valley Playgroup for fun, FREE, playtime. Playgroup takes place in the San 
Geronimo Valley Community Centers East Room on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 10 
am–12 pm. Accompanied by parents, grandparents, and caregivers’ children are able to 
meet new friends, socialize, explore and have fun. 

Tuesdays from 10:1 5am-11 am the FLAGship Literacy bus visits the SGVCC
Come check out this amazing resource for the very youngest in our community.

Zoila’s Aftercare for grades K-3rd

Zoila’s is in full swing averaging about 15-20 children per day.  Children are adjusting to 
the routine of school, sports and afterschool fun. Zoila’s is open M-F from 12 noon–5:30 
pm for kindergarteners through 3rd grades. Arts, crafts, tasty healthy snacks and fun.

During rainy days children are engaged in the game of BINGO with Zoila.

The Loft

The Loft is an amazing space for 4th-8th graders to come hang out after school. The Loft 
offers so much to do with air hockey, the Wii, Foo’s ball, art projects, a brand-new pool 
table and not to mention that students have the gym access as well for some great exercise. 
The open-door policy provides the attendees a sense of freedom and independence with 
supervision. 

Students come before or after practice and tutoring.

VAST 

The Valley After School Tutoring Program (VAST) offers one-on-one tutoring and home-
work help for students at affordable rates. 

For more information contact Robin Hendrickson-Nelson VAST coordinator at vast@
sgvcc.org or at 415-488-4118 ext.506

For more information about any Youth Programs please contact Nicole Ramirez at 
415-488-8888 X 254 or nramirez@sgvcc.org

VAST

Elise Darragh-Ford

continued on next page



San Geronimo Valley Community Gym
by Howie Cort and Buck Chavez 
CYO Basketball – It’s More Than a Game

Plus . . . GirlBall is Back

Mountain Biking   Pickleball   Table Tennis

B-Ball Mondays and Wednesdays

Stop by the Community Gym on any weekday these last few months and you’ll hear BBall 
sneakers squeaking on the maple floor as you enter through the gym’s double doors. Those 
high pitched squeaks means one of our seven St. Cecilia Basketball teams are running through 
drills, making v-cuts and swinging the ball to their teammates. All of our SC coaches volun-
teer three to five hours a week to practice and coach their weekly games. There’s a lot more 
involved in coaching than teaching the basics of the game. Coaches encourage their players to 
push themselves to not only develop a basketball skill set to dribble, shoot, rebound, and box 
out; they teach teamwork and leadership skills. They guide them through the highs of winning 
and learning to accept the disappointment of a loss with their teammates by their side. They 
teach their teams to support and help each other in moments of physical intensity and light-
hearted moments of laughter when just shooting around. There will be times when things 
don’t go so well with a team or a coach. There will be times we don’t agree with a coaching 
style, the amount of playing time we get or the way things shake out when decisions are made. 
It can make you doubt yourself. But if you play because you want to have fun, you can find 
other avenues to continue playing your sport. I still consider myself lucky when I met my first 
coach, Pete Gilman, who ran the rec league in my hometown of Wilton, Ct. I was eight years 
old when I met Pete and got involved in basketball. Pete made me feel special every time I 
showed up to play. His words and belief in me gave me the self-confidence that I carry with 
me to this day. So… next time you check out our CYO Basketball teams or any sport for that 
matter, remember there’s a lot more going on than just the game!

Thanks to our dedicated 2019 CYO coaches: You Rock!
3rd/4th Girls: Brett Enclade, Wayne Patton, Eric Poppe 
5th Girls: Howie Cort 
6th Girls: Sophie Davidson, Keely Mairs
7th Girls: Makena Cusick, Nicole Chavez
8th Girls: Buck Chavez
3rd Boys: Joe Larkey, Dan Larkey, Zane Finger
4th/5th Boys: Nicole Ramirez, Joe McGarry

GirlBall: is coming back: After a 4 year hiatus, the talk on the street is GirlBall is returning to 
the gym! After the completion of the CYO season, we’re looking forward to having GirlBall on 
Tuesday nights at 5:30 pm. GirlBall originated before the gym was completed. For two years, 
on Monday nights, a group of dedicated women gathered on the school black top and played 
some serious basketball! We moved our game into the gym when it was completed in January 
of 2010. The time has come . . . GirlBall is back, ladies! High school aged girls and up are 
invited to take it to the hoop! Official Start date is Tuesday, March 5th @ 5:30 p.m.

Mountain Bike Program: After taking off the winter trimester, the 3rd - 5th grade Mountain 
Bike program is starting up again on Thursday, March 14th. Our 5th through 8th graders have 

been riding on our Valley trails during the winter months and returning from their rides with 
mud splatters and smiles. Join coach Emile Mulholland on Wednesdays and Thursdays for a 
really fun mountain biking experience! Learn to challenge yourself, build your self-confidence 
and an appreciation for our natural world while learning good bicycle handling skills and 
strengthening your body! Each session is 12 rides. The cost per session is $20. Look for the 
flyer in this paper and an email coming to you via your school announcements. For more info 
contact Emile at: emilemulholland@gmail.com or Howie at: hcort@sgvcc.org for more info. 

Pickleball: Have you checked out the newest, hottest court game? It’s called Pickleball. It’s a 
cross between table tennis and tennis. You play with a plastic racquet and a heavy wiffle ball. 
We have 3 courts laid out on the gym floor. We’ve had an incredible turn out with parents 
bringing their children on the earlier side of the evening, couples playing doubles together and 
apart and single players mixing and matching on each court. It’s a great work out and what’s 
even better you can get some serious rallies going. The court is small enough that you don’t 
have to cover a lot of ground and it’s great for your reflexes because you have to react quickly 
to the ball. Interested? Join us on Thursday nights, at the gym, at 6 p.m. You’ll get a workout, 
meet some great people and learn to stay “out of the kitchen”! For more info contact Jack at: 
jsayers@sgvcc.org

Senior Thursday and Sunday Table Tennis: Are you looking to improve your game, serve or 
volley? Well… we have the place for you to do it. On Thursdays, seniors are invited to the 
gym on Thursday afternoons after the SGVCC Senior Lunch for a Table Tennis get together. 
These folks may be termed “seniors”, but they are not messing around. Jack, who runs the 
Thursday Table Tennis gatherings, works up a sweat when he volleys with these so-called 
“seniors”. I can’t think of a better way to spend a couple of hours on a Thursday. Show up 
at the gym at1 p.m. and get a work out, meet new friends and become part of the SGVCC 
Thursday Table Tennis group. Don’t miss out the fun! 

On Sunday nights, you’ll see the gym lights on as you drive down SFD. Jack Sayers sets up 
tables all over the gym for those interested in honing their table tennis skills. Balls are flying 
and paddles are a blur as players go toe to toe in lightning fast volleys. But that doesn’t mean 
you shouldn’t join in. Everyone is welcome no matter what skill level you have. Jack will help 
you with your serve and guide you in sharpening your skills. Play starts at 6 p.m. Come on by 
and see what all the fun is about. You can email Jack at: jsayers@sgvcc.org if you want more 
information on how get involved in the Table Tennis fun!

Don’t forget about . . . Co-Ed B-Ball on Mondays at 5:30 p.m. and Open Gym B-Ball on 
Wednesdays at 7 p.m. It’s great games and great hoops!

See you on the court!

Spring Gym Schedule:
Monday:  Co-ed B-Ball    5:30 pm - 7:00 pm
Tuesday:  GirlBall     5:30 pm - 7:00 pm (Start date March 5th)
Wednesday: Open Gym B-Ball  7:00 pm - 9:00 pm
Thursday:  Senior Table Tennis 1:00 pm - 3:00 pm
   Pickle Ball   5:30 pm - 8:30 pm 
Sunday:  Table Tennis   6:00 pm - 9 :00 pm
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how to anticipate and correct for the expansion 
and distortion that occurs with the high heats and 
subsequent cooling that comes with welding and 
forging and how to lay out whole projects to meet 
exacting specifications. She has developed an exper-
tise in the electrostatic powder coating process used 
to apply a consistent durable coating to metal sur-
faces and has learned to prepare surfaces and apply 
paint coatings. With all of this Tiya is learning the 
architectural steel business from top to bottom and 
enjoying every step. One of her favorite tools is the 
massive hydraulic forge hammer that shakes the 
entire shop floor with each impact on the anvil in 
blacksmith projects. Besides her intense interest in 
learning everything she can about metal work Tiya 
most appreciates the wonderful support she receives 
from all of her co-workers. Tiya speaks of her work with 
so much enthusiasm and energy I immediately felt not only her love for what she is doing 
but her desire to get back to work every morning.

Daniel attended Cal Poly as a civil engineering student and graduated in 2018 with an 
emphasis in geotechnical engineering. He enjoyed construction work with his uncle’s 
construction company during time off from school and worked on Marin County trail 
crews and construction jobs to get a feeling for what really happens throughout the stages 
of an engineering project. This hands-on work gave him a real perspective into the career 
he would most like to follow when he finished school. In the broader sense of life’s edu-
cation he enthusiastically described a recent trip with his father, Carl, to visit Poland, 
Czechoslovakia and Germany with great interest in the small rural farming areas and their 
contrast with large cities.

In his final school year Daniel attended the Cal Poly career fair and applied for an intern-
ship with Berkel and Company Contractors, an engineering firm with offices nationwide 
specializing in deep foundations and large-scale underground engineering projects. He was 

awarded a paid internship in San Francisco and is now a staff engineer with the same firm. 
He particularly likes the position he is in because he is able to work from the initial engi-
neering design stages and R&D through site management during construction to the final 
completion of each project he works on. This is a perfect match with Cal Poly’s emphasis 
on hands-on applications of engineering concepts and Daniel’s past experiences in con-
struction. 

Daniel is very happy in his current position. Where would he like to be in a few years? 
He is studying for the Professional Engineer certification and considering graduate school 
but he is clear that he wants to stay in a similar professional environment where he can do 
both design engineering and R&D in the office and also get out and manage construction 
on site. Daniel regularly returns to Marin on the weekends to mountain bike and hike on 
the trails he knows around the valley and to visit his folks. At the same time he enjoys the 
activities and energy level of San Francisco. Sounds like a wonderful balance all around.

As I spoke with these three inspiring young peo-
ple I heard at least ten more recommendations for 
future interviews. As a long time Lagunitas school 
parent and school board member I am incredibly 
impressed that our small school district continues 
to outshine its small size by producing a long list 
of outstanding young graduates by any and all 
relevant measures. As always I am reminded of 
how this community has created a broad based 
foundation of support for our children and how 
the San Geronimo Valley Community Center 
steps up for kids and supports families from pre-
school programs to older grandparents who often 
play very significant roles in raising our students. 
This includes our gym and sports fields that 
nourish the physical exuberance and joy in every 
child. Thank You San Geronimo Valley!

Tiya Arian

Daniel Szawarzenski

Lagunitas School District continued
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Marian Cremin and Albert DeSilver
Craig and Pao-Pao Curran
John Cutler
Anne Darragh and David Ford
George and Lois Davison
Maxine and Gaetano DeFelice
Dr Anne Delaney
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Wayne Demmel
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Gan Halev, The Jewish Congregation of San 

Geronimo Valley
Andrew and Susi Giacomini
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Thank You!
Community Center Contributors
by Rebecca Teague, Fund Development Coordinator
Two great San Geronimo Valley Community Center fundraisers are coming this Spring. Look 
for an announcement and ticket sales to our Second Annual Lagunitas Brewery Event on April 
9, 2019. Join us in Petaluma for a night of great music, awesome friends and the best brew 
around. Come and get your groove on with Howie’s Persuasion – and don’t miss the world 
premiere performance of Jake and Elwood’s Blues Revue! On May 23rd, we will be playing 
golf on the beautiful Peacock Gap Golf Course at our Annual Gym and Youth Center Golf 
Tournament. Join us in enjoying this beautiful course, basking in all you can eat oysters and 
almost all you can drink Lagunitas brew, and getting a jump on Memorial Day Weekend fun. 
Come out and support the kids!

Many families in the San Geronimo Valley and Nicasio who have two incomes still struggle 
to meet their basic needs. The combined impact of expensive housing and transportation and 
childcare costs put an enormous financial strain on families and seniors living in our commu-
nity. Our Center’s mission is to work upstream to meet our community’s needs by establishing 
vital locally based and locally driven programs and services. Donate today to support this mis-
sion! Any amount helps fund our critical services here in the Valley.

Please consider joining our Council of Major Donors, which is comprised of individuals, fami-
lies, foundations and businesses that make exemplary financial contributions of $750 or more 
to the Community Center each year. Each of these donors support our mission to foster healthy 
communities within the San Geronimo Valley and Nicasio by providing a dynamic center for 
locally based human services, arts and culture, education, health and wellness, and community 
building. Council members come from the Valley, Nicasio, Fairfax and other neighboring com-
munities. The collective impact of Council members’ contributions is incredibly important to 
the financial health and well-being of the Community Center.

You can make a recurring or one-time gift today through our website www.sgvcc.org, by sending in a 
check, coming in to see me or by giving me a call at 415-328-7988. Other ways to financially support 
the Community Center include contributing stocks, bonds, real estate or a vehicle, or by joining our 
Legacy Circle by making a planned gift to the Community Center through your estate. The following 
individuals, businesses and grantors have made generous contributions between November 15, 2018 
through February 10, 2019. We are so grateful for all of you!

Ray and Kristin Gilberti
Molly Giles
Maya Gladstern and Peter Blustein
Google
David Goldman and Lisa Cort
Linda and Gery Gomez
Good Earth Natural Foods
Max and Lowell Green
Margaret Griffin and Harold Geritz
Robert and Janet Gross
Jeannette Gustafson
Charles Hahn
Ellen Hall
Lois Hansen
Nanette Forrest and Oliver Brent Harris
Frances Heath
Richard and Carol Helzberg
Cio Hernandez and Doug Pittman
Anne Hillsley
Janice Hilsman and Gus Varetakis
Don and Shirley Holmlund
Bettina Hughes
Douglas Hunt
Elizabeth Imholz and Owen Clapp
Michael Ingerman and Madeline Sloane
Sylvia Israel and Sheryl Goldberg
James and Janice Jahnke
Patricia Joanides
Kathy and Joe Jolson, Jolson Family Foundation
David W. Jones and Inta Vodopals
Harold and Denise Jones
Alex Kadrie and Janath Berry-Kadrie
Kaiser Permanente
Wendi Kallins
John Kaufman and Katie Rasmussen
Barbara Kavanaugh and Michael Witte
Henry and Kathleen Kelman
Karlon Kepcke and Maxwell Rossmassler
Alan Kepner
George and Virginia Kerbs
Ketron Financial, LLC
Geri and Renee Kientz
Stephen and Jean Kinsey
Margaret and Kit Krauss
Charles Kuhn and Carol Johnson
Randy LaFranchi
Lagunitas Grocery
David Lakes and Stephanie Fein
Lois Lane
Stephanie and Christopher LaRoche
Cindy and Paul Lawson
Sarah Leach and Kenneth Drexler
Stephen and Mimi Reichert Lewis
Sarah Lewis
David and Veronica Litvak
Richard Lohman and Linea Larsen
Marilyn and David Lovett
Kathleen and Barry Lowenthal
George Lucas Family Foundation
Sandra Luna
Nancy Lunny, Lunny Engineering Contractors
Denise Lussier and Michael Bock
Shirley Machin
Jonathan Mahrer and Deborah Genzer
Rebecca Maloney
Pamela Martin
Brian McCarthy
Alec Marlow McCarthy
John and Jane McCullough
Martha McNeil
John McNeil and Michaela Fleming
William and Suzanne McQuilkin
James and Caryl Miller
Marilyn Milos and Ken Brierley
Rick Misurac and Sandy Videgar
Christine and Eric Morey
Carol and Guido Mori-Prange
Ralph and Barbara Morris
Dianna and William Muhic
Linda Murray and Alan Lubow
Steve Nelson and Lynn Ramirez
Louise Neustadt
Adam Nilsen
Margaret O’Brien and Chris Boyd
Cyril O’Sullivan
Judith and John Obedzinski
OneTribe Foundation, Christine Comaford
Peter Oppenheimer
Robert Ovetz
Charles Paganini
Michael and Cici Pallmann
Lorne and Ilona Parker
Snuey Pearlman and Wypke DeVries
William and Carol Perez
Mark Phillips and Roberta Seifert
Marcia and Darrell Phipps
Allison and David Puglisi
Gary and Kimberly Purdue
Delos and Rena Putz
Shanna and Andrew Rader
Carol Randall

Nigel and Tam Ravenhill
James and Jane Rawlinson
E. Carol Rayley
Jordan and Kate Reeser
G Reis and Erica Obedzinski
Helen Richfield and Russell Hendlin
John C. Rodgers
Nancy Roen
Grace Rogers
Michelle and John Rutledge
Suzanne Sadowsky
Paul Sanner
Eileen Schatz and Buzz Voytovich
Susan and David Schwartz
Marjory and Martin Seltzer
Serenity Knolls
John Sergeant
Joe and Rose Mary Sharp
Lukas Frazier Shaw
Anastasia Sheldon and Jay Trimble
Phyllis Silverberg
Nancy Isaac Simmons
Susan Simpson and Lee Johnson
Cynthia Sirkin and James Musser
Jeffrey and Andrew Skaggs
Jeff and Gina Smith, Evergreen Tree Service
Philip Sotter
Andrew Stadler and Lyda Cort
Esther and Sandy Stadtler
Mary St. Pierre
Sean Sullivan and Kathryn Callaway
Cynthia Swift
Adrienne Terrass and Aldo L. Tarigo, Jr.
Todd Tash and Karen Wilson
William Teufel
Dennis and Jody Thompson
Patricia Lynn Thorndike
Acacia Tinsley
Chuck and Grace Tolson
Ulysses Torassa
United Way
Tom and Amy Valens
Paul and Juliette Valente
Cathleen and David Van Perusem
Annette Varady
Arthur and Mary VonWaldburg
Joseph and Geraldine Walsh
Jean A. Warner
Mark and Thelma Weiss
David Wheeler and Tona Blunt-Wheeler
Carol Whitmire, Consulting
Kirk Wilcox and Amena Hajjar
Robin and Michael Williams
Kate Wilson
Julia Winston
David Winter and Veronica Painter
Sarah and Melvyn Wright
Susan Yobp
John and Luisa Young
Ruth Zamist

Grantors

California Endowment
Community Development Block Grant
County of Marin
Dino J. Ghilotti Foundation
Endurance Fund
Enterprise Holdings Foundation
First Federal Savings and Loan
Freitas Foundation
George Lucas Family Foundation
Hartford Foundation for  

Public Giving
Lagunitas Brewing Company
Marin Charitable
Marin Community Foundation
Marin First 5
Marin Municipal Water District
Nathan Cummings Foundation
Olympic Club Foundation
Presbyterian Hunger Project
Reliance Fund
San Geronimo Valley Lions Club
The Scorpio Rising Fund
Stanley S. Langendorf Foundation
West Marin Community Services
West Marin Fund
Jack and Patty Wright Foundation
Union Bank Foundation
United Way
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Arts & Events 
Saturday, March 16, 4 pm

Annual St. Patrick’s Day Youth Talent Show
Lagunitas School Multipurpose Room
$15 adults, $12 Senior, $8 Children. Family of 3 or more $35.
With MC Extraordinaire Jasper Thelin! And assistant MC Alexander 
McQuilkin!
4:00pm Younger Kids 5:00pm Dinner 6:00pm Older Youth

Save the date for a rollicking good St. Patrick’s Day celebration bringing together our 
whole community for a worthy cause! Local youth talent ranging in age from the 
single digits to their teens will blow our minds with stellar performances to benefit the 
Community Center After School Programs. It’s one of the Center’s all-time favorite 
events. It’s a great opportunity for the kids to stretch to the next level, building confi-
dence and public presentation skills. Encourage them to begin planning their acts now! 

All proceeds support scholarships for SGVCC After School Programs.

Friday, March 22, 7:30 pm 

Kate’s Cafe - Open Mic
Announcing the Return of KATE’S CAFE

On Friday, February 22 Kate’s Café returned after a several year hiatus.

You are invited to join us in an Open Mic featuring acoustic music and song.

Kate’s Café will be held very Fourth Friday of the month. It’s free and all ages are welcome.

About Kate Wolf: Kate was a renowned American folk singer and songwriter.  Her best-
known compositions include “Across the Great Divide”, “Here in California”, “Love Still 
Remains” and “Give Yourself to Love”. Her songs over time have been recorded by art-
ists such as Nanci Griffith, Peter Paul and Mary, Emmylou Harris and others. Kate Wolf 
moved to the San Geronimo Valley in 1982 and served on the board of the San Geronimo 
Valley Community Center. She died in December 10, 1986, at age 44, after a long battle 
with leukemia.

For over 20 years the San Geronimo Community Center hosted a monthly open and is 
pleased to announce its return.

We thank our volunteer-host, Juliette Valente, for her dedication and hard work bringing 
Kate’s Café back to life. For more information contact Juliette at: j.valente@comcast.net

Saturday, March 30, 7:30 pm 

Will Durst & Swami Beyondananda
Lagunitas School Multipurpose Room, 1 Lagunitas Road, San 
Geronimo (around the corner from SGVCC)

Doors 7:00 pm • Show 7:30 pm
$20 advance or $25 at the door
Where There’s a Will . . . There’s a Swami

An Evening of “Inciteful” Comedy with Political Pundit Will Durst and Cosmic 
Comic Punned-It Swami Beyondananda

Serious times call for serious laughter, so this year we’ve lined up two heavy hitters to help 
you laugh yourselves silly . . . and sane. Don’t miss it!

April Poetry & Photography at the Center 
Come celebrate National Poetry Month!

April 2 - April 30: “The Borrowed World: Landscapes in Poems and Photographs,” an exhibi-
tion by poet Barbara Swift Brauer and photographer Laurence Brauer in the Maurice del Mue 
Galleries in the Valley and West rooms. 

Sunday, April 14: an Artist’s Reception from 4:00 to 7:00 pm, with Poetry Reading at 5:00 pm.
A reading of poems from the exhibition as well as Barbara’s just-released collection, Rain, Like 
a Thief. She is the author of At Ease in the Borrowed World and co-author with portrait artist 
Jackie Kirk, of Witness: The Artist’s Vision in “The Face of Aids.” 

Laurence Brauer is the author of A Summer in 
the High Sierra (Half Meadow Press, 2011), an 
illustrated journal of his extended solo trip in the 
Sierra Nevada. Find more at laurencebrauer.com.

Friday, April 12 at 7:00 pm: Poetry Reading 
and Open Mic*: Gerald Fleming and Cathryn 
Shea.
Long-time Lagunitas resident Gerald Fleming’s 
most recent books are One, an experiment in 
monosyllabic prose poems (Hanging Loose 
Press, Brooklyn), The Choreographer, prose 
poems (Sixteen Rivers Press, San Francisco), and Night of Pure Breathing, prose poems (Hanging 
Loose Press). Between 1995-2000 he edited and published the literary magazine Barnabe 
Mountain Review, and later the epistolary magazine Forward to Velma. 

Fairfax resident Cathryn Shea’s poetry has been widely published and was nominated for 
Sundress Publication’s Best of the Net. Her third chapbook, The Secrets Hidden in a Pear Tree is 
forthcoming from dancing girl press in early 2019. Her second chapbook, It’s Raining Lullabies 
is also from dancing girl press. Her first chapbook, Snap Bean, was released in 2014 by CC 
Marimbo, Berkeley. Open mic! Come early to sign up for a reading spot.

Sunday, April 28 at 4:00 pm: Poetry Reading and Open Mic*: Erin Rodini and Doreen Stock 
Erin Rodoni is the author of two poetry collections: Body, in Good Light (Sixteen Rivers Press, 2017) 
and A Landscape for Loss (NFSPS Press, 2017). Her honors include the Montreal International Poetry 
Prize and a Ninth Letter Literary Award, among others. Born and raised in Point Reyes Station, Erin 
currently lives with her husband and two young daughters in San Rafael. 

Fairfax poet and memoir practitioner Doreen Stock anticipates the arrival of her newest title, 
My Name is Y, an anti-nuclear demonstrator’s memoir. Other works include: Three Tales from 
the Archives of Love, historical fiction, Talking with Marcelo, interview of Argentine Journalist 
Marcelo Holot, In Place of Me, poems, edited and introduced by Jack Hirschman, and The 
Politics of Splendor, poems and translations. Doreen is a founding member of The Marin Poetry 
Center. Open mic! Come early to sign up for a reading spot. 

Tuesday, April 9, 5:30 pm 

Howie’s Persuasion
Lagunitas Brewing Company
1280 McDowell Blvd, Petaluma

This will be an exciting fundraiser for the Community Center. Howie’s Persuasion will be 
playing, Crossroad Chicken will be catering and Lagunitas Brewery craft beers be flowing—can 
you ask for a better party? It is also Howie’s birthday! We are thrilled that the Lagunitas Brewing 
Company will be contributing 100% of the proceeds from this event to the Community Center. 
You can support our Community Center by listening to great music, drink some of the best beer 
in the world, and eat Crossroad Chicken. How much fun is that? 

Friday, May 17, 7:30 pm

Rivertown Trio: Americana and country rock
Free   
Donations at the Door. Proceeds benefit 
the Community Center

Playing around the Bay Area for the last 4 years, The 
Rivertown Trio—Gary Vogensen (lead guitar, har-
monica, vocals), Russ Gauthier (guitar, mandolin, 
fiddle, vocals) and Julie Bernard (vocals, rhythm gui-
tar, percussion)--combines heart, chemistry, creativity, 
and veteran musicianship to produce a beautiful, rich, 
unique sound.



Visual Arts 
by Larry Rippee

The 29th Annual Spring Art Show 

The annual Spring Art Show is a grand tradi-
tion of the Valley (dating back even farther than 
the ‘official’ current accounting of ‘29th ‘year). The Community Center proudly 
hosts artists, both solo exhibits and group shows, every month of the year in the 
Maurice Del Mue Galleries, but the Spring Art Show is the focal point of the 
program. It provides an opportunity for the entire community to come out and 
celebrate the creativity of our remarkable neighbors.

If you are a Valley artist and have considered participating in the Spring Art Show 
but never have, please feel free to fill out an application (there’s one in this copy of 
Stone Soup).

The 29th annual Spring Art Show will be held May 11th to May 19th with a 
reception on Friday, May 10th, 6:30—until 9 pm.

This year the Spring Art Show Committee selected the work of the late Jack 
Kamesar for the annual postcard. (Jack was a longtime member of the Spring Art 
Show committee and a major force in bringing the show together).

Things to know about the Spring Art Show:

Your Spring Art Show registration fee (as well as the 20% of the art sales) helps 
fund our visual arts programs and gallery upkeep. Your contributions fund the 
Spring Art Show mailing, publicity to numerous media contacts, printing of post-
cards invitations and advertising posters, beverages, flowers and paper products 
for the reception and other expenses involved in producing the annual Spring Art 
Show.

The artist’s group photo shoot is open to all participating artists. Just show up for 
the shoot before 1 pm on Saturday, April 13th in front of the Community Center.

If you are planning to participate:

The application deadline is Saturday, April 13th.

Due to space considerations we need to limit entries to 100 artists and only one 
piece per artist. If your artwork is a wall piece it must be wired and ready to hang.

Please do not deliver paintings that are still wet. 

If possible, provide your own pedestal for floor pieces.

Everyone is asked to volunteer in whatever way possible (such as helping at the 
reception, clean up, mailing postcards, putting up posters or sitting the show). Just 
check an appropriate box (or boxes) on the volunteer options portion of the appli-
cation form.
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2019 Spring Gallery Art Shows 
at the Maurice Del Mué Galleries 

Valley Room — Enter through Lobby
West Room — Adjoining Valley Room

MARCH
Valley Room  Gaetano De Felice
West Room  Gaetano De Felice
Reception Sunday, March 10, 4-7 pm

APRIL
Valley Room  Art/Poetry Reception Barbara Brauer and Laurence Brauer:
West Room  Art/Poetry Reception Barbara Brauer and Laurence Brauer:
Reception Sunday, April 14, 4-7 pm

MAY
Valley Room  29th Annual Spring Art Show, May 11 -19th
West Room  29th Annual Spring Art Show, May 11 -19th
Reception Sunday, May 10, 6:30-9 pm

AND COMING IN 2019: 

July—9th Annual Photographers Group Show 

October—“Where We Call Home” Landscape Art Show fundraiser 
         curated by Anne Faught

November—10th Annual Pressing Matters: Printmakers Group Show

Attention All San Geronimo Valley & Nicasio Artists!
29th Annual Spring Art Show

Saturday, May 11–Sunday, May 19, 2019
Opening Reception for Artists & Friends

Friday, May 10th from 6:30-9:00pm

Who: Up to100 artists who work or reside in the San Geronimo Valley and Nicasio.

What: All media - 4’x4’ maximum size. One piece per artist. Wall pieces 
must be wired, ready to hang. Provide your own pedestal for floor pieces. 
Artwork must remain up for the duration of the exhibit.

How: *Mail entry form below and $25 fee with check payable to SGVCC.
  *Hors d’ Oeuvres for the opening reception are requested from each artist.
  *Postcards and posters are available at the Center for distribution. 
  *Volunteering is required as indicated below. 

Application Deadline: Saturday, April 13th. Please respect this deadline. 
Only the first 100 entries will be accepted for the show.

ARTIST GROUP PHOTO SHOOT (for publicity purposes)
Saturday, April 13th at 1 pm in front of Community Center

All participating artists welcome!

* Bring your art on Sign In day: WEDNESDAY, May 8th from 8-10 am *

Questions: Call Larry Rippee, Visual Arts Coordinator at 488-8888 ext 252
(Don’t Forget to Keep Above Portion for Your Records)

Spring Art Show Entry Form
Please print clearly! Deadline Saturday, April 13th

Name:____________________________________________________________

PO Box: ___________Town _______________________________Zip________

Phone: ___________________________E-Mail__________________________

Title of Piece: _____________________________________________________

Size: ___________Medium:__________________________________________

Selling Price: __________________________(20% goes to the Community Center)

Yes! In addition to gallery sitting, mailing invitations & reception Hors d’ Oeuvres, I 
realize that the success of the show depends on volunteers and I will:

Check your choice:
 
 Gallery Sitting Preference Sat 11th: 12-2 pm_____; 2-4 pm_____; 4-6 pm_____
 Gallery Sitting Preference Sun 12th: 12-2 pm_____; 2-4 pm_____; 4-6 pm_____
 Gallery Sitting Preference Sat 18th: 12-2 pm_____; 2-4 pm_____; 4-6 pm_____
 Gallery Sitting Preference Sun 19th: 12-2 pm_____; 2-4 pm_____; 4-6 pm_____
 Help Sign In Art: Wednesday, May 8th from 8-10 am   
 Help with Pre-Reception Set-Up: Friday, May 10th from 1-3 pm
 Help During Reception: Friday, May 10th   
 Help Sign Out Art: Sunday, May 19th from 6-6:30 pm
 Help With Posters & Postcard Distribution 

Mail this entry form and your $25 entry fee by Deadline on Saturday, April 13th

To: SGVCC Spring Art Show, Box 194, San Geronimo, CA 94963

I wish to make an additional contribution of $_________to support the SGVCC arts program.

Valley Jamboree and
Country Fair

Saturday, May 18, 2019

2-7 pm 

Live Music, Contra-dancing, Paella, Oysters, BBQ, Petting Zoo,  
Carnival Games, Cake Walk, Artisan Crafts and Activities,  

Student Art Exhibition and Performances and much, much MORE . . .

Fundraiser for the Lagunitas School District
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Alphabet Soup
Compliled by Martha Allen

HORIZONS
by Suzanne Sadowsky
Goals and Aspirations

Last year I enrolled in a writing class at the college of Marin. The 
final class assignment was to write about goals and aspirations. 

What would you like to do or see happen in your life as you look ahead?

This is a daunting question. I had been musing and troubled about it for several weeks. 
And my mind was in something of a turmoil it was hard for me to know where to 
begin. Compounding my usual hesitancy is that I turned 83-years old a few months 
ago and my tendency nowadays is to look back rather than ahead.

I recently finished reading Ursula Le Guin’s book, No Time to Spare: Thinking About 
What Matters. I’m embarrassed to admit that I hadn’t ever heard of Ursula Le Guin 
when by chance I picked up the book at the Fairfax Library. I was surprised that I 
hadn’t know about this amazing award-winning author. She was primarily known for 
fantasy and science fiction, a genre that I thought I wasn’t interested in. I plan to take 
a second look. No Time to Spare came out in 2017—her last published work. Here’s a 
quote: “If I’m ninety and believe I’m forty-five, I’m headed for a very bad time trying 
to get out of the bathtub.” Ursula Le Guin died in January 2018 at the age of 89. In 
her book she writes about her process—about starting with the word—language being 
the kernel, the seed of thought and writing. 

When I think about my goals for the year ahead—2019 or even beyond, I consider the 
words: “goals” and “aspirations” and what they really mean. To me a goal has a sense 
of finality. The idea is to try and reach the end—like the goal post in football. Maybe 
a college degree. Saving a certain amount of money. Or dieting to reach a goal weight. 
Once you reach your goal, then what? Do you repeat the same thing, as in football? 
Do you reset your goal to aim even higher (or lower in the case of body weight)? Or do 
you recalibrate and reach for something more, something entirely different? Or do you 
relax, sit back and smell the roses? 

It occurs to me that there is an essential difference between “a goal” and “an aspiration”.  

I looked up aspire:

Aspire (v.) “strive for, seek eagerly to attain, long to reach,” c. 1400, from Old French 
aspirer “aspire to; inspire; breathe, . . .” (12c.), from Latin aspirare “to breathe upon, blow 
upon, to breathe . . . to seek to reach; infuse,” . . . spirare “to breathe” (see spirit (n.)

And so, instead to trying to set goals or resolutions for 2019, instead my aspirations for 
this coming year—and beyond—is to keep breathing, to keep living, to keep writing, 
to keep reaching, to aspire as in spirit. To Breathe . . . 

The 3rd and 4th graders in the Open Classroom seem  
to be having a good time with poetry this year.

Coyote
by Safa Al-Jamal

Walking through the woods
I spot a green eye staring at me
I felt weirdly odd 
I took a step and another step
I think one more step 1,2,3 

Pounce! I run and run this big, big blond animal 
Is chasing me 
My heart is pounding  and pounding 
It stops—the coyote runs away.

Imagine
by Cahir Brennan

Just imagine anything 
What do you want to be?

Go out of your mind
Into another world

Just think of anything
Until you have the best thing

Turning Seven
by Cody Horne

On my seventh birthday 
I had an indoor soccer game.
It was a quiet Sunday 
I could hear the shoes squeaking.

When I went home, I made a fort
I am flying through deep space; 
I see the Death Star.
It looks scary with Darth Vader and all.
I fly home again where I feel safe.

I Wonder
by Sadhbh MacGabhann

I wonder if you could walk on a cloud 
I wonder if you could walk on a rainbow 
The cloud would be so fluffy 
The wind would blow on my face
The sky would be so warm
The wind would blow across the sky 
I wonder

When I was Young
by Poppy Henderson

I remember when I was young
A small child you could say
I loved to laugh and dance and play

Then I grew older 2-3  3-4  4-5 and so on
And now I look back on those days 
Thinking to myself I am older now 
I don’t goof around

I follow the rules of life
But I realize there are no rules to life

My Imaginary Friend
by Morgan Olsen

I remember when I was five
I had an imaginary friend, 
Her name was Basey 
When we played, 
we would pretend we were fairies
We would fly through the woods, 
going high and low
But now, 
I am nine, 
I don’t see her as much
But, I know she’s still here
And I know I still fly high

Poem
by Salim Bishay

King
I engage my king
To help others
My king is helpful
To help the realm.

Magician
My magician 
Is creative but 
Sometimes bad
So I bring out 
The good.

Warrior
Bam! My warrior 
Comes out 
Like a punch.

Lover
More than any
Archetype, my lover
Helps the poor
Loves the hurt
And is always loving.

Halloween Memory 
by Maia Poppe

On Halloween I go to Railroad Avenue
and get scared by a costume I see.
I realize that it was just a vampire cos-
tume
but it sure did not look like a vampire 
I walk even farther down the street 
And I see a haunted house… 
how creepy, wet and scary 
I saw tigers and cats and a lot more!

I go to into one of my friend’s house 
I see a bag of candy 
I start handing it out 
then some candy
starts to jump out of the bag.
I get terrified then I scream
as loud as I can.
Soon I realized it was just candy!  
The 5th and 6th graders in Anita’s class 
completed a Moon Journal last month, 
and also included some poems inspired 
by their observations of the moon.

I Am the Moon
by Dillon Parsons 

It is quite irritating to have
All these asteroids and meteors
Crashing into me all the time.

Once this really weird thing
Landed on me and people
Got out and started walking 
and driving all over me.
It kind of tickled.

Then they stabbed a metal pole into 
me
That had a red, white, and blue 
end.
That definitely did not tickle!

It’s so kind of Mr. Sun
To let me reflect his light onto 
Earth. 
I am the moon.

Me as the Moon
by Colby O’Donnell

It would be pretty cool
To be the moon
But pretty boring because 
I would not be able
To talk to anyone.

I could talk to the planets
But they’re all jerks
Always bragging about
Being bigger and brighter.

It would be cool 
To be the moon
But maybe not really.

Mr. Moon
by Jackson Gaunt

Mr. Moon: 
Happy, but not really.
He has no one to share
The night sky with,
No one to talk to.

Sure, there are other planets
But those guys are so far away.
He must be really lonely
Out there alone.
Poor Mr. Moon!
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Wilderness Calls
by Paul Berensmeier
Salmon Boy

Something stirs . . . then quiet . . . sleep. Something calls . . . faint 
. . . stronger. Get up . . . go outside . . . listen. Soft steps . . . slip 
out silently. Yellow half moon . . . owl hoots . . . long sustained 

mellifluous notes of the winter wren.

A shift . . . nature pauses . . . no wind, no bird calls . . . stillness. Then something stirs, 
reawakens . . . whoosh! . . . a dozen varied thrush whiz over my head. A sapsucker with 
brilliant red head joins nature’s awakening, landing on the bay tree. I am surrounded by a 
dozen thrush and a red headed lookout peering down on the scene.

Rushing water . . . creek swollen from rain . . . salmon time. Run to the Ink Wells . . . 
they will be there. I ease up to the overlook cautiously. Yes . . . a female glides over her 
nest . . . the male attentive . . . vigilant. She turns on her side . . . powerful tail digging, 
flipping cobbles over her eggs for protection. Instinct . . . The Way. A surprise . . . she 
glides to the other side of the creek . . . turns on her side . . . digs powerfully again. Two 
nests at the same time! A new discovery. Memories . . . new discoveries as a boy . . . with 
Grandpa “Santa” Berensmeier.

Time changes . . . I don’t move . . . yet am transported to a place nearly . . . half a cen-
tury . . . the distant past. I am a little boy again . . . Grandpa marches enthusiastically at 
my side . . . we are on our way to see the salmon in Devil’s Gulch. Back then, in the ‘60s, 
there were some huge salmon runs. Grandpa’s booming voice, “Yes, Paul! There!” They 
lay below us . . . brightening the creek with a brilliant red color . . . body to body. Then, 
“Paul! There is one removed” . . . “by the shore” . . . “check on him.” I always felt it was 
a great admirable duty to fulfill these important tasks Grandpa would create. I creep . 
. . stalk . . . full of fervor . . . little five-year-old mind creating acts of valor. I believe I 
can do anything with Grandpa there. I crawl, inching forward. At the edge of the bank 
I carefully raise one eye up and peer down at him. I keep the other eye open too, which 
depicts dirt and cobbles on the bank. So the bank and cobbles are superimposed over the 
big male. I am using my magic. To my five-year-old experience, I am camouflaged by the 
cobbles . . . looking right through the bank with x-ray vision!

The male eyes me . . . motionless. I croon to him as Grandpa taught me . . . telling him 
it is alright . . . I am here to help. Ever so slowly I reach my hand into the water . . . 
gently under the big body . . . no obstruction can be felt. I stroke him, gently tickling his 
underside. Huge red body motionless . . . gills working . . . big eye on mine. I become 
the Salmon Boy Grandpa’s told me about . . . the one who loves the salmon . . . the one 
who listens to them . . . the one who understands . . . communicates with them magical-
ly. Suddenly a red flash . . . huge splash . . . and he is free . . . languishing with the others 
. . . my hair, shirt, face . . . dripping with wet ebullience.

Time changes . . . a shift . . . back to the present. The female swims back across the 
stream and digs again over her other nest. I shake my head . . . what a magic salmon 
moment . . . a new discovery . . . Grandpa . . . Salmon Boy.

Editors note: Paul and his family have filmed the salmon for many years. Watch their unique 
3-minute video of the salmon jumping the Ink Wells on youtube . . . google “Crouching Heron 
Jumping Salmon”. Enjoy

Tonight’s Sky (Mar–May)
by Rich Lohman
Our ancient ancestors spent much time watching the sky at night. People in the northern 
hemisphere were often looking south since that is where they saw the Sun and the Moon mov-
ing across the sky. They began to notice patterns of stars which eventually became some of our 
constellations. Although most of the stars that formed the constellations seemed to stay in their 
patterns year after year, from time to time the ancients noticed a few additional stars appearing 
in the normal pattern. These special “stars” were eventually determined to be our planets. The 
word “planet” comes from the ancient Greek which means “wandering star”. In the northern 
hemisphere all of our solar system planets are seen looking south. They approximately follow 
along a path called the “ecliptic”, which is the path our Sun follows through the stars. The 
moon also follows this path.

During the 3 months, March through May, we will see 5 well-known constellations in the 
southern sky: Leo, Cancer, Gemini, Orion and Taurus. All but Orion appear along the eclip-
tic. Orion is just below the ecliptic. Those of you who pay attention to your horoscope may 
recognize all but Orion as signs of the zodiac. In the sky you will see them in the order above 
as you look from east to west looking south. See the map below. Note: Cancer is extremely dif-
ficult to see except on a very dark and clear night. In early March we will see Orion and Taurus 
approximately due south. Moving through the 3 months this pattern of 5 will steadily move 
in the westerly direction due to the earth’s movement around the sun. By late May, Leo will be 
appear just west of south after sunset. Look for the head of Leo as an upside-down and reversed 
question mark. 

The only planet visible at night during these 3 months will be Mars. However, it is now very 
dim and setting shortly after sunset. In contrast, just before sunrise you can treat yourself to 
views of Jupiter, Venus and Saturn. Looking East you will find the 3 lined up going from Venus 
(low in the southeast), to Saturn (west of Venus and higher), and Jupiter (more to the west and 
much higher). Venus will be the brightest and Saturn the dimmest. Between early March and 
late May Venus will move steadily toward the eastern horizon. Saturn and Jupiter will move 
higher in the sky and toward the west. In late May we will finally see these two before midnight 
in the night sky.

Questions: contact me at richneal@pacbell.net or 415-488-1938

Valley 
Environmental 
News
by Debra Amerson

Wild & West West Marin
We’ve had a seemingly normal winter this year and are enjoying some nice sunny days between 
soaking rain storms. The recent rain totals have brought favorable snow pack to the Sierras 
and locally have filled Nicascio Reservoir and our local county lakes to 100% capacity, which 
is wonderful news for drought ridden California. All of this rain means a beautiful wildflower 
season here in west Marin and a possible repeat super bloom wildflower display in southern 
California at the Carrizo Plains, Joshua Tree, Death Valley and Anza Borrego to name a few 
prime viewing locations. 

Fire & Rain
Winter seems like a strange time to think about fire mitigation but this is actually a great time 
to prune while trees are dormant and any have less leaves. Additional moisture creates vigor-
ous tree growth for our native landscape grasses and trees plus the ornamental greenery loved 
by west Marin homeowners. The additional growth can create dangerous fuel loads in the dry 
months which is why I like to prune heavily in the winter. Getting rid of organic green waste, 
branches, stumps and brush is fairly cheap and easy if you have access to a truck because we’re 
lucky to have a business called West Marin Compost located in Nicascio. They are open 8-3 
M-S and are located past the Nicascio school on the left. Using large machines, they chop all 
the debris up and naturally heat it in huge tall compost piles to create rich, fertile compost 
which is sold locally. They do charge a fee to drop off garden debris and you’ll need to dump 
your own truck load-or hire people to do it. That said, this is a wonderful local way to miti-
gate fires and to play a part in creating fertile soil for our community. 

Golf Course & Dogs of Course!
With the future of the golf up in the air, locals of all ages and wages have begun to utilize the 
beautiful green space for recreation, dog walks, skate boarding, classroom fitness and family 
time. Needless to say, if you have a dog please leash it so there’s no issues with others walking 
their dogs and when your dog poops in prime walking areas i.e the fairways, greens or paved 
paths… please clean it up and don’t spoil our community access to this beautiful natural area. 

Break Ins
With the popularity of airb&b, VRBO, and other news and social sites, our beautiful tranquil 
valley has become popular and more visible online. With good things sometimes, bad tran-
spires. There have been strings of home robberies in each valley village as of late. People we 
don’t recognize posing as sub-contractors possibly casing our beloved neighborhoods. Several 
years ago my little backyard cottage in Berkeley was robbed while I was at a Lyle Lovett con-
cert at the Greek. I came home to the front door open at 12:45 am. The tight feeling in the 
pit of my stomach is unforgettable. The police officer who responded said that they entered 
through an open window and simply walked out the front door. The officer said something 
that made sense that night… don’t make it easy to be victimized! Many long time valley resi-
dents don’t lock your doors but these are new times, new days, where new technology has 
entered our daily lives and I encourage you to rethink your open door policy. America’s gun 
laws don’t favor us in situations should an armed robbery take place at our homes. Regardless, 
stay safe, warm and happy now that the bulbs and trees are blooming. 
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Rotary Club of Wests Marin
Around the world, there are at least 1,200,000 members in 32,000 clubs in more than 200 
countries and geographical areas. Rotary is extraordinary in its service to the world. Each club 
is autonomous, non-governmental, non-political and non-religious. Rotarians enjoy fun and 
fellowship. The Rotary Foundation’s Ambassadorial Scholarships program is the world’s largest 
privately funded international scholarship program. Exchanges promote cultural understand-
ing by fostering the free flow of ideas and opportunities across borders. Rotary clubs around 
the world address critical issues including poverty, hunger, need for water, illiteracy, burns of 
children (Rotoplast), health clinics (Rotacare) and peace are just some of the global pursuits. 
Rotary is only limited by the imagination of those wishing to make a difference. 
 
In Rotary, there is a Four-Way Test of the things we think, say or do. 
1. Is it the TRUTH? 
2. Is it FAIR to all concerned? 
3. Will it build GOOD WILL and BETTER FRIENDSHIPS? 
4. Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned? 
 
Rotary Club of West Marin, P.O. Box 1436, Point Reyes Station, CA 94956 

San Geronimo Valley Planning Group
Founded 1972

Hello Valley Newbies . . . We began as an ad hoc Planning Group and worked for five years 
with Valley neighbors to create the first Community Plan adopted in 1977. It replaced the ’61 
Master Plan that called for 20,000 people, 5,000 homes and suburbia trappings that would 
decimate our rural valley. Twenty years later we took leadership in the two year effort that 
resulted in the 1997 update.

Our organization echo’s the goals of the Community Plan that preserves and protects our 
Valley’s rural character and natural resources. It is led by an extraordinarily diverse Steering 
Committee, elected annually, that includes: a teacher; general contractor; entrepreneur; realtor; 
planner/designer/builder; environmentalist; custom wood products business leader: licensed 
contractor/engineer and a retired professor/PG co-founder.

We are the only Valley environmental group that meets monthly, produces a newsletter and 
welcomes non-members to join us the 2nd Monday (7:30pm) of the month at Wilderness 
Way. Our 2019 study/action goals: wildfire; broom removal, knotweed; design reviews; septic 
proposals; the Initiative and acquisition/uses of the golf course. More at www.sgv.org

San Geronimo Valley Affordable Housing Assoc.
Bringing it Home—Real Community Rentals in the San Geronimo Valley 

Real Community Rentals (RCR) -- a new project of the San Geronimo Valley Affordable 
Housing Association -- will assist homeowners who want to create new affordable Auxiliary 
Dwelling Units (ADUs) on their property. The program was developed by CLAM – 
Community Land Trust Association of West Marin –with support from the County of Marin 
Community Development Agency. So far, the program has been very successful, resulting 
in the creation of 12 new additional housing units in West Marin in the past two years. 
SGVAHA is collaborating with CLAM and bringing this program home to the San Geronimo 
Valley. Our goal is to help facilitate the creation of six new ADUs or JDUs (Junior Dwelling 
Units) in the Valley in 2019.

A second rental unit on their property provides extra income for homeowners and at the same 
time offers new affordable housing for renters in our community. It’s a Win-Win opportunity.
Getting Started

If you are considering or thinking about creating a second unit on your property, or if you 
want to learn more about the Real Community Rentals program and how it works in the 
Valley, we invite you to get in touch with us. We’re ready to help. Call us at 415-488-4890 or 
e-mail us at info@sgvcc.org.

St. Cecilia’s & St. Mary’s
by Rev. Cyril O’Sullivan

Climate Change

The effect of climate change on the habitats of animals is undeniable and man’s destructive 
disregard for the environment. Thousands of species are being lost each decade. God must feel 
sorrow for the loss of what He created. When we lose species, with no regard for what we are 
doing, in the end it is we who lose.

West Marin Senior Services
West Marin Senior Services (WMSS) 
Gallery of Art is proud to present our gal-
lery space in the WMSS Volunteer Center, 
11435 State Route One, Point Reyes 
Station. We are excited to celebrate our 
local senior artists and their talents. 

Upcoming shows include:
Lorraine Almeida: March 4 – April 12th
Toni Littlejohn: April 15 – May 17th
Christine DeCamp: May 20 – June 28th
 
The Gallery for Art is open M – W 8 am 

– 4pm or by appointment. Please call 415-
663-8148 x 104.

Valley Emergency Readiness Group (VERG)
VERG has jump started the new year with a drill for our Valley CERTS (Citizen Emergency 
Response Team) in conjunction with our local Marin Fire Department. We reviewed various 
aspects of emergency response including how to search a building safely, use of fire extinguish-
ers, radio communications and victim triage. We now have a team ready to be deployed and 
help our first responders!

Last year’s fires have increased interest in VERG, which promotes personal preparedness and 
offers education and organization for being prepared and responding to emergencies. VERG 
held an Informational Meeting for Neighborhood Leaders February 13th to orient those inter-
ested. If you missed it and want further information email us at sgvalleyer@gmail.com (our 
new email!).

SAVE the DATE! “Living with Fire” presented by Christie Neil, BC of the Marin County Fire 
Department, April 25th 7-9 PM at the Lagunitas School Multipurpose Room. Come learn 
about fire behavior and what you can do to be prepared and respond – especially in our Valley 
environment. Hope to see you there! 

VERG meets monthly, on the 4th Thursday 7-815 PM in the West Room at SGVCC. These 
meetings are generally administrative in nature, however all are welcome. We are completely 
staffed by volunteers and continue to welcome anyone willing to work with us. 

San Geronimo Valley Emergency Fund

The San Geronimo Emergency Fund has been serving our community since 2000. We are 
dedicated to providing financial help to qualifying applicants who are experiencing hardship 
due to unforeseen circumstances. Our board decides awards on a case by case basis. We are 
here to serve the four villages of the San Geronimo Valley.

Over the years we have averaged a total $12,000 per year in grants to the needy residents of 
our community. We would like to give thanks to our many generous donors without whose 
help we could not help those who need it. A special thank you to all of our friends who 
stopped by our baked goods table during the annual Holiday Fair.

SGV Healthy Community Collaborative
About the Healthy Community Collaborative

Since 1996 the Community Center has hosted monthly meetings of the San Geronimo Valley Healthy Community Collaborative (HCC). The collaborative gives local organizations 
and individuals the opportunity to gather at the Community Center and share information about the work they do on behalf of our Valley community. Each member organization of 
the collaborative is invited to submit a short update on recent activities and information on upcoming events that reflect the collaborative community composition of the HCC. Each 
member organization is responsible for the content and accuracy of their submission. The HCC meets on the second Wednesday of the month 3:30-5 pm. If you would like to come to 
the meetings, send an email to dcort@sgvcc.org

Empowered:Woman, Mother and Child by Helen 
Webber 2/1 - 3/1
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Wilderness Way
by Paul and Jean Berensmeier, Founding Family 1999

2018-19 - a great season for coho in the Lagunitas Creek watershed. Montessori students are 
convinced that it’s because they made Wishing Poles to Call Back the Salmon. They took 
them home or placed them along migratory creeks. Proof? The rains came and so did the 
salmon.’

Surveyors counted 324 coho redds (salmon nests). The sixth-largest run since surveys began 
in 1996. An aquatic ecologist from MMWD said, “It was 10% larger than their parent’s 
generation, 70% larger than their grandparent’s, and 400% larger than the run of their great-
grandparents.”

Heavy rains are pushing wayward golf balls down the creek to the delight of the K-1st graders. 
One trash pick-up day, before the rains, a child found a golf ball in the creek. The hunt was 
on. Don’t mess with a kindergartener on a mission. They found 102 golf balls. A highlight 
was when a small first grader, with golf balls stuffed in his pockets, came up and solemnly said, 

“They’re not very good golfers, are they Paul?”

San Geronimo Valley Lions
Greetings from the San Geronimo Valley Lions!

We ended 2018 on a high note with a very special recipient of our Citizen of the Year Award, 
Ms. Zoila Berardi, who attended our Holiday Dinner with many of her children and grand-
children in tow. Tears flowed like fine wine as Lions and family members rose to rhapsodize 
and honor this icon of virtue and 
community service in the growth and 
development of hundreds of Zoila’s Kids. 
These children learned and prospered 
under her excellent touch in the manage-
ment of after school programs stretching 
back a mind boggling 40 plus years.

Our recent Annual Crab Feed Fund 
Raiser and Vision Screening projects have 
highlighted the start of the new year, and 
we look forward to helping in myriad 
ways to advance our charitable giving and 
community service wherever the need arises. Happy coming of Spring and mark your calendar 
for the May 9th Blood Drive!

The River Otter Ecology Project

The River Otter Ecology keeps tabs on our 14 study sites in Marin, investigates exactly how 
far into the South Bay otters are thriving, studies health issues like Vibrio and Salmonella, 
researches prey species, and teaches students and adults about watersheds and otters. After all, 
healthy ottersheds make healthy watersheds for all of us! Spawning season, is a good time to 
input otter sightings from the Valley on our website, www.riverotterecology.org. Otters are in 
the Valley all year long, but are noticed far more often during spawning season. If you see one, 
we’d love to know about it. Fill out the quick and easy form, and your sightings (with photos 
if you get them) will appear on the map on our website. We don’t post sightings if asked not 
to, in fragile spots, or sightings near dens, to give the otters privacy while they bring up pups. 
Otter young are born February through April, and we don’t normally see them until May and 
June. If you’re interested volunteering, check out our website! We’ll hold our trainings in May 
and June. 

San Geronimo Community Presbyterian Church
We’re thrilled to welcome our new music director, Jef 
Labes, who comes with much experience in perfor-
mance, music and theater education. He’s played piano 
with Bonnie Raitt and Van Morrison; he’s produced 
TV themes, film scores, albums and a variety of musi-
cal theater. He may look familiar from regular gigs at 
Marin Joe’s and in the East Bay. He’s also had a son in 
Lagunitas schools. We look forward to his choir directing 
and worship leadership, as well as directing future Valley 
Sing Team sessions! Please join us any time to welcome 
Jef. Please let us know if your children might want to sing 
with the interfaith VST choir!

Come and join us:
Lenten Series: Wednesdays 3/13 & 27, 4/10
Palm Sunday 4/14, Maundy Thursday 4/18, Easter 4/21!
Worship and Sunday School at 11:00 am.,  
Bible Study at 9:45 a.m

San Geronimo Community Presbyterian Church is at 6001 SF Drake Blvd, corner of Nicasio 
Valley Rd. Phone 488-9318. 

Gan HaLev
by Suzanne Sadowsky

Gan HaLev, our community’s Jewish Congregation has been in the Valley for 26 years. We 
had our first Shabbat gathering in my home in February 1993. In its early days our local 
congregation had many more families with young children who started out by offering Tot 
Shabbats for their kids. Many of the original members are still part of our community and 
their children are now young adults. Our Valley congregation offers an opportunity for local 
families in the Valley, West Marin and over the hill to get together to celebrate Jewish holidays 
and other social and community gatherings. We are smaller in numbers and older in years. 
We no longer have as many kid-focused activities. We celebrate the High Holidays at the 
Community Center. Local families hold Chanukah celebrations and Passover Seders in their 
homes. We help sponsor the Jewish American Fiction Book Club which meets every other 
month at the Fairfax Library. We are active members of the Marin Organizing Committee 
and the Marin Interfaith Council. A large proportion of our members are involved as volun-
teers, staff members or Board members of community nonprofit organizations including the 
Community Center, In Spirit, SPAWN, and the San Geronimo Valley Affordable Housing 
Association. 

For more information about Gan HaLev or to get on our mailing list, please call 415-488-
4524 or e-mail us shalom@ganhalev.org or visit our website at www.ganhalev.org.

Marin County Parks
Readying to Restore Roy’s Redwoods

by Jon Campo, Marin County Parks

In the heart of the San Geronimo Valley, Roy’s Redwoods Open Space 
Preserve has vital old-growth redwood forest habitat that offers visitors 
a unique immersive experience of these majestic trees. Thanks to the diligent efforts of 
conscientious community members, Roy’s Redwoods was protected from development 
and became the first public preserve in the Valley. To better understand what makes Roy’s 
special to the Valley as well as the environmental challenges facing the preserve, Marin 
County Parks is partnering with One Tam to complete a comprehensive analysis of the 
site.

Site studies have included talking with the local community, gathering expert knowledge 
of the history and ecosystem, a hydrologic assessment, a visitor-use survey, vegetation 
and wildlife assessments, a thorough review of existing literature and data, and an excit-
ing citizen science effort to document Roy’s rich biodiversity. This wealth of information 
has grounded our understanding of the preserve and brought priorities for restoration 
into focus. Among the key takeaways is that the hydrological function of the floodplain 
through the redwood grove is impaired, fortunately not beyond repair. We have restora-
tion opportunities to arrest creek channelization and reduce soil compaction which would 
reduce stress on the redwood forest and benefit fish habitat downstream. Slowing, spread-
ing, and sinking rainwater flows within the floodplain is especially important to recharge 
the groundwater and make moisture available to the trees throughout the year. We also 
learned. from talking to the community, that visiting Roy’s is a unique experience and 
protecting the forest habitat for future generations is paramount.

Building on community input and analysis of the site so far, we are ready to take the next 
step and develop concepts for restoration of Roy’s Redwoods. The goal is to enhance the 
health of the ecosystem and visitor experience of the forest. We look forward to working 
closely with the community throughout this process in 2019. Please stay tuned for ways 
to get involved as we want your feedback on future restoration design concepts. For more 
information contact Senior Natural Resource Planner Jon Campo at Jcampo@marincoun-
ty.org or (415) 473 – 2686.

Wishing Poles to “Call Back the Salmon” made by 
Lagunitas School children at Wilderness Way.

New Music Director, Jef Labes!
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Movie Muse
by Peter Oppenheimer
“We are facing a constitutional crisis from an authoritarian-leaning 
government which promotes viewing certain minority groups with sus-
picion and contempt....
.... World Cinema, on the other hand, teaches us to be more open-

minded and open-hearted. It helps us shed our pre-conceived biases and uninformed preju-
dice.”

Though you might have guessed it was another country, these words were spoken in Kerala, 
South India inaugurating the 2018 International Film Festival of Kerala. The aspiration pro-
moted in the second sentence was admirably embodied in many of the 16 films I viewed (from 
12 different countries) out of the 164 on display at this year’s IFFK. 

Examples of marginalized voices featured in the films I saw included a Romanian woman, 
working as a caregiver in the USA, facing deportation (Lemonade, Romania), Tibetan refugees 
in India (Sweet Requiem, India), a 14-year-old Vietnamese peasant girl taken as the third wife 
of a wealthy land owner (The Third Wife, Vietnam), an African asylum-seeker in Iceland and 
the struggling single mother she bonds with (And Breathe Normally, Iceland), and a small 
town choir conductor by day, turned environmental activist/saboteur by night (Woman at War, 
Iceland).

No movie I saw challenges more preconceived biases and uninformed prejudice than Tel Aviv 
on Fire, which mines the humor inherent in a tragic situation without making light of it. Tel 
Aviv on Fire, set in Israel and the West Bank in 1967, just months before the Six Day War, 
manages to be an amusing comedy throughout while consistently laying bare the arbitrary, 
capricious and cruel authority of Israeli soldiers over the local Palestinians in the West Bank, 
who have to wait in long lines and endure humiliating “questioning” to be permitted to pass 
through militarized check points, even to get to work, school, or a hospital and then back 
home again (as in the current day as well).

One such, Salam, is living in Jerusalem and must pass through a check point to get to his 
production assistant job on the set of a wildly popular soap opera (named “Tel Aviv on Fire”), 
which films in Ramallah in the West Bank. While inspecting the contents of his car, the pre-
siding officer finds a script for the previous day’s episode. In a ploy for respect, Salam claims to 
be the show’s writer. The officer indeed treats him with more respect thereafter, though still as 
a second-class citizen.

The officer’s own wife, sister, mother and their friends are obsessed with the soap and treat 
him as a second-class citizen at home whenever it is airing, and also ridicule him for his cri-
tiques. He decides to wield his power over Salam to influence the direction and tone of the 
soap, particularly how the Israeli military (of which he is a part) is depicted.

Salam’s actual functions on the set are more along the lines of fetching coffee and placing 
props, but initially using his position as unofficial Arabic translator, he begins to shift the 
course of the soap. Eventually he even usurps the Israeli head writer’s position, as she quits in 
protest.

Now the fun ramps up further as Salam, who is not a writer, determines to eavesdrop on all 
and sundry, mining for lines of dialogue. At this point, my stepson Aaron, with whom I was 
fortunate to watch this film, leaned over to me and whispered, “This is like Being There meets 
Seinfeld.” There is a kind of inverse kinship with Being There, The Oscar winning film, which 
features Peter Sellers as a cognitively challenged individual whose world view is entirely shaped 
by what he sees on TV. And with regards to Seinfeld, Salam is indeed a very Krameresque 
character in looks, mannerisms and lack of social graces. Both are charmingly awkward and 
imperviously self-confident. Though apt, the comparison should not be taken to imply Tel 
Aviv on Fire is in some way derivative, as the movie itself and its lead character are unique and 
something more than any of its predecessors or antecedents.

Most poignantly, Salam has to negotiate the competing messages which the army officer 
insists on inserting and the counter-messages demanded by his knowledge of and allegiances 
to the cause of the Palestinians. In the tug of war that ensues, the prejudices of each side are 
unearthed, and the underlying power disparities are glaring.

The biggest struggle turns out to be how the soap should end. There is an exquisite suspense 
in waiting to see how Salam will end it and what moral will thus be implicitly derived.

Tel Aviv on Fire was awarded Best Screenplay for writer/director Sameh Zoabi at this 
year’s Asian Pacific Screen Awards. It also won the award for Best Israeli Film at the Haifa 
International Film Festival as well as flat out Best Film at film festivals in Tokyo and in Venice, 
where it also garnered a Best Actor award for Kais Nashif who plays Salam. 

When asked about his film Sameh Zoabi, who was born and raised in a Palestinian village, 
said, “We talk about Palestine as being a place that is very hard, but I always remember people 
laughing all of the time.” And, “To truly laugh, you must be able to take your pain and play 
with it.” 

Whatever your position on the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, you should see Tel Aviv on Fire to 
experience and understand how such a grave subject can be treated with great humanity and 
humor.

Support Your Community Center
• Make a monthly contribution

• Contribute stocks, bonds, real estate or a vehicle

• Make a planned gift to the Community Center through your estate planning.

To donate, visit www.sgvcc.org 

Facility Rentals Available
For gatherings large and small, consider holding your next event  

at the Community Center!
• Option A: Four-hour minimum rental of Valley Room, West Room, Lobby and 

Kitchen starting at $250. 
• Option B: Individual room rentals $30/hr, $25 each additional hour.
• Community Gym and Loft hourly rentals available; ask for details.
• Rental discounts for community events and for Community Center contributors.

For more information, contact Poko at 488-8888, ext 250, or pgiacomini@sgvcc.org. 

Peter meets Director Majid Majidi

Community Center Wish List
If you would like to help the Center by donating any of these items or becoming a volunteer, 
please call Poko at 488-8888, ext. 250 or email pgiacomini@sgvcc.org. We look  forward to thank-
ing you in the next issue of Stone Soup!

The Office:
• Copy Paper • Pens • Tape • Pencils 

The Kitchen:
• Strong volunteers to help set up and break down Food Bank
• Flatware: Forks, Spoon & Knives
• Teachers for one-time cooking class

The Loft
• Clean Large Area Rugs
• Leather Couches
• Vinyl bean bags
• Paper
• Wii Games
• AA Batteries
• PE equipment in good condition

 
Don’t forget that donations of food are always welcome at the Food Bank, so organize a food 
drive at your church, community or youth group today, and we’ll specially thank you in the next 
issue of Stone Soup!
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San Geronimo Valley Historical Society
Images of America: San Geronimo Valley, a pictorial history of the Valley from early days through the present

I am excited to have recently submitted Images of America: San Geronimo Valley for 
distribution by Arcadia Publishing, a South Carolina-based publishing house that 
created the Images of America series. All proceeds from the sale of this book will go 
towards the SGVCC, and more specifically towards our establishment of an official 
501c3 non-profit historical society that will preserve and promote Valley history.

The book includes 207 historic San Geronimo Valley images from a number of 
sources, including: the Marin History Museum, the Anne T. Kent California Room 
at the Marin County Free Library, the Jack Mason Museum of West Marin History, 
the University of California Berkeley Bancroft Library, and the private collections of 
friends and neighbors here in the Valley. You might recognize other editions of “Images 
of America” on nearby towns, such as Fairfax, written by William and Brian Sagar, or 
Point Reyes Peninsula by Dewey Livingston and Carola DeRooy.

The Valley edition is broken into seven chapters, a first chapter covering Valley history 
pre-1913, chapters two through five on each of our villages, chapter six on the Samuel 
P. Taylor State park area (as well as the Kent Lake region), and a seventh chapter cover-
ing the 1960s to the present. The book is primarily images with captions; there were 
many times when images and text had to be cut, unfortunately, to keep the book with-
in the publisher’s parameters of 128 pages long and less than 18,000 words. 

Many people have made this possible; I want to extend a big thank you to Dave Cort, 
Jack Sayers, and David Russ at the Community Center for their extreme helpfulness 
and support of this project. I would also like to thank West Marin historian Dewey 
Livingston whose mentorship and knowledge also made this possible. There were many 
people that there is not room to print here who reached out to offer images, stories, and 
enthusiasm for this and I want to thank all of them as well.

By now, many have heard that the Community Center and the Healthy Community 
Collaborative have been working to establish an official San Geronimo Valley Historical 
Society. Unfortunately, because we are not yet a legal entity, I was not able to include 
the society on the book’s cover or dedicate an “About the Organization” page to our 
group, but I hope that this book will further fuel the excitement around Valley his-
tory that has been bringing people to the Community Center’s Healthy Community 
Collaborative meetings for the past year or so.

If all goes according to plan, the book will be released on the 4th of July during the 
Woodacre festivities. Thank you for reading, and I look forward to sharing this book 
with the community.

Owen Clapp in Woodacre
owenclapp@gmail.com
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We have 30+ years of working in the San Geronimo Valley.

Offering full services of Septic/Dirt/Landscape  
expertise including steep and hard access.

We work with all types of septic systems, new and old.

Free advice.

All discussions strictly confidential.

24 Emergency Work.

Bob Penner
Cell (415) 302-0720
License #A902943
email: pennerbob@yahoo.com

H A R D  S C A P E ,  I N C .
Working with the earth since 1980



Regular Meetings and Events
Community Center Board mtg. 2nd Thursday 6:00 pm Comm Center
Artists’ Receptions 2nd Sunday 4:00 pm Comm Center
4-H Meeting 1st Monday 6:30 pm Lag. School
Healthy Comm. Collaborative 2nd Wednesday 3:30 pm Comm Center
Lag. Ed. Foundation (LEAP) mtg. Last Thursday 7:00 pm Lag. School
Lions Club Dinner 4th Thursday 7–9 pm Two Bird Cafe
SGV Al-Anon Family Group Thursdays 7–8 pm Presby. Church
SGV Planning Group  2nd Monday  7:30 pm WW Env. Ctr.
School Board mtg. 3rd Thursday 6:00 pm Lag. School
Senior Lunch Every Monday Noon Comm Center
Senior Lunch Every Thursday Noon Comm Center
Serenity Knolls After Care mtg. Every Tuesday 7:00 pm Comm Center
WIC Board Meeting 3rd Tuesday 7:00 pm WIC
Rainbow Playgroup Every Tuesday  10–noon Room 9
Rainbow Playgroup Every Thursday  10–noon Room 9
VERG (Valley Emer. Response Group) 3rd Thursday 7 pm WW Env. Ctr.
Woodacare Garden Club 3rd Saturday 9:30 am Oval Park

Community  
 Calendar

Adult 
Classes  
at the  
Center 
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March
Sat 2 8:30 am Family Pancake Breakfast LOFT
Sun 10 4–7 pm Art Reception: Gaetano DeFelice Comm Center
Sat 16  5 pm Annual Youth Talent Show Lag MP Room
Sun 17 2–4 pm Off The Wall Freewrite Comm Center
Fri 22 7 pm Kate’s Cafe Comm Center
Sat 30 1–6 pm Closing Reception: Gaetano DeFelice Comm Center
Sat 30 7:30 pm Will Durst & Swami Beyondananda Lag MP Room

April
Sat 6 8:30 am Family Pancake Breakfast LOFT
Tue 9 5:30 pm Lagunitas Brewing Co. Fundraiser Lag Brewing Co
Fri 12 7 pm Poetry Reading: Gerald Fleming/Cathryn Shea Comm Center
Sat   13    1 pm    Spring Art Show Group Photo Shoot     Comm Center
Sat   13     Spring Art Show application deadline    Comm Center
Sun 14 4–7 pm Art Reception: Larry & Barbara Brauer Comm Center
Sun 14 10:45 am Palm Sunday with palm processional Presby Church
Sun 14 8, 9:30 & 11:15am Palm Sunday Services    St. Mary’s
Fri  19      Passover begins at sunset
Sun 21 6:30 am Easter Sunrise service Presby Church
Sun  21 9:30 am Easter Service    St. Cecilia’s
Sun 21 11 am Easter service Presby Church
Sun 21 11:15 am Easter Service St. Mary’s
Fri 26 7 pm Kate’s Cafe Comm Center
Fri 28 7 pm Poetry Reading: Erin Rodoni/Doreen Stock Comm Center

May
Sat 4 8:30 am Family Pancake Breakfast LOFT
Wed  8    8-10 am      Spring Art Show sign-in  Comm Center
Fri  10    6:30 pm      Spring Art Show Reception  Comm Center
Sat 11-19 Noon-6 pm Spring Art Show Comm Center
Fri 17 7:30 pm Rivertown Trio Comm Center
Sun 19 2–4 pm Off The Wall Freewrite Comm Center
Fri 24 7 pm Kate’s Cafe Comm Center

June
Sat 1 8:30 am Family Pancake Breakfast LOFT
Wed 12 6 pm     8th Grade graduation    Lag School
Thu  13       Last day of School  Lag School
Mon 17 9 am Summer Day Camp Starts Loft
Sat 22 4 pm SF Mime Troupe Lag School
Sun 23 3 pm Family Music Hour XVII Comm Center
Mon 24 9 am Summer Bridge Starts Comm Center
Fri 28 7 pm Kate’s Cafe Comm Center

DAY CLASS TIME TEACHER CONTACT START DATE  
Mondays Core and Strengthening Fitness 8:45–10:00 am Susan Chavez   Ongoing
Mondays Exercise for Altacockers 10:30–11:45 am Carole Alter   Ongoing
Tuesdays Corematics 7:30–8:30 am Susan Chavez   Ongoing
Tuesdays T’ai Chi Long Form 10:00–11 am Vicki Chase 488-4213 Ongoing
Tuesdays Exercise for Altacockers 8:45–9:45 pm Carole Alter   Ongoing
Wednesdays Core and Strengthening Fitness 8:45–10:00 am Susan Chavez   Ongoing
Wednesdays Yuan Gong 9:00–10:00 am  Amy Matthaei 342-3579 Ongoing
Wednesdays Exercise for Altacockers 10:30–11:45 am Carole Alter   Ongoing
Thursdays Corematics 7:30–8:30 am Susan Chavez   Ongoing
Thursdays Handwork Group 1:00 pm Rebecca Maloney   Ongoing
Thursdays Yijinjing 1:00–2 pm Joseph Vigneri   Ongoing
Fridays Core and Strengthening Fitness 8:30–9:30 am Susan Chavez   Ongoing
Fridays T’ai Chi Long Form 9:00–10:00 am Kenn/Vicki Chase 488-4213 Ongoing
Fridays T’ai Chi Short Form 10:00–11:00 pm Kenn Chase 488-4213 Ongoing
Fridays Meade’s Watercolor Basics 10:10 am–1:00 pm Marty Meade 488-4210 Ongoing

Community Center Staff Directory
and Phone Extensions
Dave Cort, Executive Director . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . .415-488-8888 ext. 224
 dcort@sgvcc.org
Nicole Ramirez, Director of Human Services and Youth Programs 
 nramirez@sgvcc.org . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 415-488-8888 ext. 254
Jack Sayers, Director of Operations . . . . . . . . . . . 415-488-8888 ext. 251
 jsayers@sgvcc.org
Rebecca Teague, Development Coordinator. . . . . 415-488-8888 ext. 253
 rteague@sgvcc.org
Larry Rippee, Visual Arts Coordinator/Events . . . 415-488-8888 ext. 252
 lrippee@sgvcc.org
Julie Young, Youth & Senior Programs. . . . . . . . . 415-488-4118 ext. 309 
 jyoung@sgvcc.org
Poko Giacomini, Human Services and Facilities Coordinator. 
 pgiacomini@sgvcc.org . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 415-488-8888 ext. 250
Howie Cort, Gym/LOFT Coordinator  . . . . . . . . 415-488-4118 ext. 219
 hcort@sgvcc.org
Buck Chavez, Family Advocate - Gym/LOFT . . . 415-488-4118 ext. 218
 gym@sgvcc.org
Amber Smith-Dulin, Family Advocate - Gym/LOFT 
 asmith-dulin@sgvcc.org . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 415-488-4118 ext. 218
Alexa Davidson, Young Adult Coordinator . . . . .. . . 415-488-4888 ext. 251 
  adavidson@sgvcc.org
Robin Hendrickson-Nelson, VAST Coordinator 415-488-4118 ext. 506
 vast@sgvcc.org
Zoila Berardi, Family Advocate - Gym/LOFT. . . . .415-488-4118 ext. 309
Sophie Davidson, Family Advocate - Gym/LOFT . .415-488-4118 ext. 309
Alyssa Gleason, Family Advocate - Gym/LOFT  . . .415-488-4118 ext. 309
Lhasa Yudice, Family Advocate - Gym/LOFT . . . . .415-488-4118 ext. 309
The LOFT . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 415-488-4118 ext. 218
Gym Office  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 415-488-4118 ext. 219
“Zoila’s” Childcare Center  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 415-488-4118 ext. 309


