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Annual St. Patrick’s Day 
Youth Talent Show
by Howie Cort
“We Have a Really Big Shew Tonight”  - Ed Sullivan

First there was the Ed Sullivan Show on Sunday nights. Then there was America’s Got 
Talent, followed by American Idol, but none of these shows can compare to our sweet, 
down home, annual St. Patrick’s Day Talent Show.  If you have been to this event you 
know what I’m talking about.  Our Valley kids get up on our stage and open themselves 
and their hearts to the audience by singing, dancing, reciting poetry, telling stories, jokes, 
and playing mmusical instruments. It is an evening where our community of family and 
friends gather together to celebrate what’s really important: the children and youth of our 
Valley.  The evening is set up in three parts. The younger kids, between the ages of 5 and 
10, will perform in the first act that will start at 4 p.m. and last until 5 p.m. We will take 
a break and, for an additional fee, you can enjoy a delicious dinner, along with bever-
ages and sweets. At 6 p.m., the second half will begin with the older kids. Instead of Ed 
Sullivan, we have MC extraordinaire Jasper Thelin and his amazing assistant Alexander 
McQuilkin who will entertain the audience and introduce the acts for the show. The cost 
for entry is $15 for adults, $12 for seniors and $8 for children. Families of three or more 
will be $35. All proceeds from this show help to fund our scholarships for our Children, 
Youth and Teen Programs. Don’t miss out on this amazing evening. Join us Saturday, 
March 17th, in the Lagunitas School Multipurpose Room, for an evening of entertain-
ment that is sure to make you clap, cheer, laugh, and even shed a few tears!

The 28th Annual Spring 
Art Show Reception!

Friday, May 11, 6:30pm 

A grand tradition that celebrates the  
impressive artistic talent in the Valley

Supporting Our 
Community Center
By Rebecca Teague
The partnership between the residents of our community is critical to the short and 
long term financial sustainability of the San Geronimo Valley Community Center. 
Nearly 50% of the Community Center’s annual income comes from contributions at 
all levels. This article will discuss a number of ways that all residents can support the 
Community Center.

We want to invite you to a super fun event happening April 10th from 5:30 pm to 8:30 
pm at the Lagunitas Brewing Company in Petaluma! This will be an exciting new fun-
draiser for the Community Center. Howie’s Persuasion will be playing, Paella del Reyes 
will be catering and Lagunitas Brewery craft beers be flowing—can you ask for a bet-
ter party? It is also Howie’s birthday! Look for an announcement and ticket sales soon. 
There will be limited seating on a charter bus going from San Geronimo to the brewery 
and back. We are thrilled that the Lagunitas Brewing Company will be contributing 
100% of the beer sales from this event to the Community Center. You can support 
our Community Center by listening to great music, drink some of the best beer in the 
world, and eat delicious paella. How much fun is that ?

As many of you know, about a year and a half ago, the Community Center accepted a 
very generous challenge grant from a Marin-based foundation to establish a $2 million 
Endowment. The Board was grateful for this challenge as it wanted to build a stronger 
fiscal foundation for longevity of the Center and the long-term stability of our commu-
nity services programming. The challenge grant is for $500,000 based on our ability to 
raise $1,500,000. This foundation has a long relationship with the Community Center 
and was impressed with both our track record of efficient services delivery as well as our 
ability to consistently and prudently execute our mission. This endowment is growing, 
emboldened by our Deepening Roots Committee. I am so happy to report that, as of 
this February 2018, we have raised close to $1 million toward our goal of $1.5 mil-
lion dollars! If you or someone you know would like to donate to the Deepening Roots 
Campaign or talk with someone about the Deepening Roots Campaign, please email 
Dave Cort dcort@sgvcc.org or call Dave at 415-488-8888 ext 224.

Continued on page 8



Rolling Stones
by Dave Cort, Executive Director

After a very fun and relaxing holiday season 
where I had a lot of quality time with family and 
friends, the first 6 weeks of 2018 have been very 
challenging on a personal level. In late December, 
right before New Year’s, my Mom, who lives in 
Cleveland fell and broke her hip. About 10 days 
later I sustained a brutal leg injury after a week-
end warrior day of playing basketball, riding my 
bicycle and hiking. I tore a major muscle in my 

thigh, developed a hematoma in the muscle which swelled up making it dif-
ficult to put on my socks and shoes for about 2 weeks. To add to the fun my 
wife, Howie, got a terrible flu and I joined her with the flu and a bad cough a 
few days later. We had two emergency room visits, four doctor appointments, 
and visits to the acupuncturist and chiropractor. 

I am not writing this so anyone feels sorry for me. I am sharing this because 
almost all of us go through periods of time in our life when, without notice, 
life unexpectedly goes sideways on us. At the Community Center, in our 
Human Services programs and our Youth and Teen programs we are commit-
ted to supporting the individuals and families who are going through chal-
lenging times. Our staff comes in contact with hundreds of local residents 
every week through our Food Bank, our Senior Lunch and Senior Activities 
programs and through all our afterschool programs for children, youth, and 
teens. We do our best to support people going through challenging times by 
providing a safe space to receive support, and we have fantastic partners like 
West Marin Senior Services, West Marin Health and Human Services, Coastal 
Health Alliance, Dominican University Nursing program, San Geronimo 
Valley Emergency Fund, and the San Geronimo Valley Affordable Housing 
Association that we often refer people to. 

Our Community Center staff is also in close contact with the Valley’s faith-
based organizations: St. Cecilia’s Church, San Geronimo Valley Community 
Presbyterian Church, and Gan Halev. Our local clergy members provide 
incredible support and loving care to our community members in challeng-
ing times. When my mom landed in the hospital, a rehabilitation facility, and 
skilled nursing for the entire month of January, she was frequently visited by 
local Rabbis as she has been active in Cleveland’s Jewish community for her 
entire life. These visits brought her a lot of comfort. As I went through my 
physical and subsequent emotional challenges from my injury and my mom’s 
broken hip, I received tremendous support from our Community Center staff 
who gave me the time and space to deal with my personal challenges by cover-
ing my work responsibilities, giving me time to heal and get back on my feet. 

If you are going through a challenging time in your life our entire team at the 
Community Center is there to support you and your family members. I hope 
that all of our Stone Soup readers received a copy on the 50th anniversary 
Community Guide. The Community Guide was mailed to all Valley post office 
boxes in October 2017. The Community Guide has a lot of information about 
how to access support in our community along with amazing photos, Valley 
history, and fantastic stories about life in the Valley. If you need a copy please 
stop into the Community Center. You can also find a lot of resources at www.
sgvcc.org the Community Center’s website. I am looking forward to a healthy 
spring. I hope to see you at our annual Talent Show on March 17th and at our 
Community Center event at Lagunitas Brewing Company on April 10th.
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Community Center Board of Directors:

Jean Berensmeier, Founder

Credits
Stone Soup is printed four times a year and reflects the diverse cultural interests of the Community 
Center and the Valley. Though it is a publication of the San Geronimo Valley Community Center, 
it is meant as a journal for everyone in or around the Valley. We are interested in your input. If you 
have any comments, ideas for articles or columns, news, art, stories, poetry, photography, or infor-
mation for the Milestones column, please forward them to:  The Stone Soup Editorial Committee 
c/o San Geronimo Valley Community Center, 6350 Sir Francis Drake Blvd. P.O. Box 194, San 
Geronimo, CA 94963. Phone 415-488-8888 • Fax: 488-9398 • email: drusss@sgvcc.org, or visit 
www.sgvcc.org. 
Stone Soup does not exercise editorial control on the content of submissions by organizations, 
byline columnists, or display ads. We reserve the right to refuse to publish ads or submissions.

Editorial Committee: Amos Klausner, Dave Cort, David Russ
Proofreading: Dave Cort, Larry Rippee, Jack Sayers
Production: David Russ, Russ Ranch Productions
Printing: Marin Sun
Ads: Larry Rippee

Marian H. Cremin, LCSW, 
President
Carol Rebscher, Vice President
John Beckerley, Secretary
David Bernard, Treasurer

Mike Cusick
Steve Granville 
Barbara Hoefle 
Amos Klausner
David Lakes

Alexander McQuilkin
Ramon Ramirez
John Rutledge
Gina Smith
Liora Soladay

Facility Rentals Available
For gatherings large and small, consider holding your next event  

at the Community Center!
• Option A: Four-hour minimum rental of Valley Room, West Room, Lobby and 

Kitchen starting at $250. 
• Option B: Individual room rentals $32 per hour.
• Community Gym and Loft hourly rentals available; ask for details.
• Rental discounts for community events and for Community Center contributors.
For more information, contact Poko at 415-488-8888, ext. 250, or pgiacomini@sgvcc.org. 

Tonight’s Sky
by Rich Lohman
In the last edition of Stone Soup I highlighted the constellation of Orion. In much of March it 
will still dominate the southern sky. As we enter April we’ll see Orion moving lower and to the 
west in the hours just after dark. I’d like to point out one additional star in this part of the sky. 
The star, Sirius, is just to the left and slightly below Orion. It is notable because it is extremely 
bright. In fact, Sirius is the brightest star seen from planet earth (other than our sun). It is 
also one of the closest, about nine light years distant. Sirius is the principal star of the small 
constellation, Canis Major (the Big Dog), so it also carries the name “the dog star.” Sirius rep-
resents the head of the dog.

There is one other very striking object in this same sky. If you start from the red-giant star 
Betelgeuse (left shoulder of Orion) and move to the right, you will come across another red-
giant star Aldebaran. This is the eye of the bull in the constellation Taurus. Moving just a bit 
more to the right and up a little you’ll see a very noticeable “fuzzy blob.” This is called “The 
Pleiades” or “The Seven Sisters.” Cast your binoculars upon this “blob” and you are in for a 
treat. You will see an array of beautifully bright and sparkly stars in a cluster. It is called an 
open star cluster, and each of the stars in the cluster were “born” out of the same cloud of dust 
and gas. In Japanese this cluster is called “Subaru”, and many of you will recognize the emblem 
on the Subaru automobile as depicting this beautiful sight. It’s my favorite binocular object!

If you’re looking for planets during March you will find Jupiter and Saturn in the early morn-
ing sky. Look toward the south just before sunrise (no later than about 5:30 a.m.) and you will 
see two very bright objects about 30 degrees above the horizon. Jupiter will be slightly to the 
west of south. Saturn will be to the east of south and a bit lower than Jupiter. This will change 
considerably by the middle of May, and we will start seeing a very bright Jupiter rising in the 
east at about 8 p.m. It will become the “evening star!”

I hope you have some success finding these objects. Again, feel free to contact me if you’d like 
more information or to clarify what you may be seeing. (richneal@pacbell.net) 



Volunteer Profile:
Marcia Phipps
by Nicole Rameriz
For over five years the San Geronimo Valley 
Community Center has had the honor of having 
Marcia Phipps as an integral volunteer for both 
Senior Lunch and the Food Bank. Marcia arrives 
in the morning to assist and manage the lunch set 
up and then she takes her spot line to serve lunch. 
Once lunch service ends Marcia then switches her 
role as a volunteer and moves over to Food Bank to 
be the greeter and ensure that people sign-in. Marcia 
is a very important volunteer on Thursdays, and 
when she is not here she is missed by staff, fellow 
volunteers, senior participants and the community. 
I was able to squeeze in an interview with the lovely 
Marcia Phipps just before she started her tasks on a 
Thursday.

Nicole: How long have you lived in the Valley?   

Marcia: For about 40 years now. I raised my three children Colin, Alyssa and Jesse here in San 
Geronimo. I was a Lagunitas Middle School Math and Science teacher for 25 years.

Nicole: What do you enjoy about living in the Valley? 

Marcia: It’s a beautiful place to live and it’s quiet and peaceful.

Nicole: How did you began volunteering at the San Geronimo Valley Community Center? 

Marcia: I initially had 54 hours of Community Service for running a red light.

Nicole: What made you stay once your Community Service hours were completed?

Marcia: It was a fun place to be. I enjoyed the people here and my time here.

Nicole: What is your role as a volunteer here at SGVCC?

Marcia: I set up and serve Senior Lunch and then I am the sign-in person at the Food Bank until 
about 3 p.m. when school is out.

Overall, I enjoy seeing the same people and being a help to the community. There have been 
times I couldn’t make it on a Thursday because of illness, and it was great to see that I was 
missed by many. It feels nice to be appreciated by people, staff, volunteers and public. I feel vol-
unteering is a way to connect with the community. As I walk out the door on Thursday, I look 
forward to coming here.

Nicole : On behalf of the board, staff, volunteers and wonderful community we are grateful for 
you as a volunteer. Thanks for all your time and energy at the Senior Lunch and for being a 
happy face to greet our community at our Food Bank. You are so appreciated!!!!
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VOLUNTEERS
The following people volunteered in the Community Center’s Food Bank, Senior Lunches, Arts and 
Events, School Readiness, School Dances, Gardening and Maintenance. Thank you!!! We apologize if 
anyone was accidentally left off the list. Please let us know and we will add your name!
Dinelle Abrams
Huda Al-Jamal
Carole Alter
Alejandro Alvarado
Gisela Alvarado
Debra Amerson
Kristy Arroyo
Manny Arroyo
Dylan Arroyo
Elizabeth Ayers
Bard Bailey
Andrew Bailey
Al Baylacq
Lisa Baylacq
Dylan Baylacq
Zoila Berardi
Paul Berensmeier
Jean Berensmeier
Beverly Berrish
Barbara Brauer
Larry Brauer
Sarah Brewster
Patty Brockely
Tim Cain
Don Carney
Owen Carroll
Kacie Carroll
John Carroll
Joshua Carter
Jean Chapman
Mary Chapman
Alan Charne
E.J. Chavez
Laurie Chorna
Ellen Christiansen
Burrill Crohn
Rev. Kate Clayton
Denise Colwell
Sylvia Cornejo
Daley Cort
Dorothy Cox
Nakagawa David
Alexa Davidson
Katie Davidson
Mike Davidson
Samantha Davidson
Janelle Fazackerley
Jim Fazackerley
Jerry Feickert
Helen Ferlino
Roberta Floden
Laura Flores
Danielle Fogel
David Ford
Chuck Ford
Dwayne Foster
Lila Friday
Tealy Gapinksi
Maria Martha Garcia

Terry Garthwaite
Andrew Giacomini
Dante Giacomini
Nico Giacomini
Rakanui Giacomini
Susi Giacomini
Dan Giddings
Catherine Granville
Lesley Gray
Don & Luisa Greer
Bruce Greenstein
Jim Griffiths
Judy Hall
Marilyn Halseth
Kayla Harvey
J.R. Hastings
Ed Healy
Frances Heath
Cio Hernandez
Don Holmlund
Rachel Horton
Mike Howe
Muniera Kadrie
Wendi Kallins
Jack Kamesar
Angelia Batres Karin
Geri Keintz
Allison Keyes
Jennifer Kim
Bev Kinsey
Jean Kinsey
Veronica Buros 

Kleinberg
Michel Kotski
Skye La Ponte
Linea Larsen
Jennifer Livingston
Rich Lohman
Al Lubow
Rebecca Maloney
Jon Marker
Cipriano Martinez
Esther Martinez
Anne McClain
Katya McCulloch
Joyce McGhie
Catherine McQuilkin
Michael McQuilkin
Will McQuilkin
Marty Meade
Kevin Meade
Carl Miller
Jeff Miller
Linda Nave
Elaine Nehm
Jodie Newdelman
Judy North
Legal Aid of Marin
Greg Odin

L. Paul O’Donnell
Peter Oppenheimer
Parra O’Siochain
Marcia Phipps
Alyssa Phipps
Josie Poppe
Dave Puglisi
Allison Puglisi
Cody Rahn
Laura Ramirez
Ramon Ramirez
Jonah Rasmussen
Jane Rawlinson
Molly Rea
Diana Rocha
Lourdes Romo
Socorro Romo
Dave Rosen
Marty Rosenblum
Shawkie Roth
John Rutledge
Michelle Rutledge
Angelo Sacheli
Suzanne Sadowsky
Socorro Santiago
Margo Schmidt
Liz Seabury
Rosemary Sharp
David Sheff
Laura Sherman
Richard Sloan
Jay Soladay
Liora Soladay
Sean Sullivan
Laura Szawarzenski
Beth Cooper Tabakian
Tom Tabakin
Cyrus Thelin
Jasper Thelin
Kira Thelin
Leelee Thomas
James Tolbert
Sarah Tolchin
Tom Valens
Amy Valens
Judy Voets
YuYu Wai
JeanA Warner
Tina Wayte
Katherine Wethington
Carol Whitmire
Mariko Wikenson
Conrad Williams
Robert Wilson
Woody Wilson
Charlie Wirtz
Woodacre Garden 

Club

Community Center Wish List
If you would like to help the Center by donating any of these items or becoming a volunteer, please 
call Poko at 488-8888, ext. 250 or email pgiacomini@sgvcc.org. We look  forward to thanking you 
in the next issue of Stone Soup!

The Office:
• Copy Paper • Pens • Tape • Pencils 

The Kitchen:
• Strong volunteers to help set up and break down Food Bank
• Flatware: Forks, Spoon & Knives
• Teachers for one-time cooking class

The Loft
• Clean Large Area Rugs
• Leather Couches
• Vinyl bean bags
• Paper
• Wii Games
• AA Batteries
• PE equipment in good condition

 
Don’t forget that donations of food are always welcome at the Food Bank, so organize a food drive 
at your church, community or youth group today, and we’ll specially thank you in the next issue of 
Stone Soup!



Human
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Services

Food Bank
Emergency food  distribution is offered two days a week, year round to Valley families. 
Staffed by local volunteers, the Food Bank is supported by the Marin Community Food 
Bank and by generous donations from local Valley people and service organizations. 
Information is provided on nutrition and healthy eating, and, when available, fresh surplus 
produce from the School-Community Garden is offered to Food Bank clients. 

The Food Bank needs volunteers. Can you help on Thursday mornings at 9 am or after-
noons at 4 pm? Call Nicole 415-488-8888

The Community Center Food Bank is open Monday from 9: 00 am – 5:00 pm and Thursday 
afternoons from 2:00–5:00 pm. 

Food Bank Banter
by Nicole Ramirez
Giving back to the community is a major theme here at the San Geronimo Valley 
Community Center. Our daily operations are by efforts of those that gave back monetarily, 
volunteering, or a donated gift. We strive to be able to offer opportunities for our commu-
nity members to give back not only to our community but the greater community as well. 
So, when I was invited to drive a group of Middle School girls to cook and serve dinner to 
homeless women who are part of the REST shelter program I jumped at the opportunity. 

The REST program is a Rotating Emergency Shelter Team (REST) evolved out of neces-
sity due to the lack of capacity in Marin’s existing shelter system. The program is supported 
by more than 40 local congregations and Marin County Health and Human Services and 
a grant from the Marin Community Foundation, to provide shelter for up to 20 women 
and 40 men on a nightly basis for the winter months. Unfortunately, this is the last year for 
this amazing program and the homelessness and shelter issue in Marin continues to grow. 
Hopefully a more sustainable solution to this homeless crisis will be the outcome. With so 
many resources in this county, it seems the answer is here.

Rebecca Teague and myself loaded up two trays of lasagna, salads, cookies and eight Middle 
School girls and drove to San Rafael’s Wellness Center to host dinner for thirteen women. 
Along with a group from St. Cecilia’s Church we served dinner, we ate and we connected 
with our community, our neighbors and a group of our society that often gets forgotten. 
Our hope was to model for these young girls the importance of giving back in any way 
you can. I think most grasped that concept. After dinner we sat with a woman who felt the 
need to share her life’s experience with us. She felt that sharing her story would discour-
age the youth or others to follow in her path. Her story hopefully impacted these young 
women, because it sure hit me hard. She then asked the girls to share their talents with the 
group. This was a beautiful moment. All the girls one by one shared their talents with the 
group. Most sang, some did gymnastics and one shared her spitting abilities. It was a special 
exchange. We were so proud of these girls who were able to share with complete strangers. 
The women from the shelter were so grateful to have not only a home cooked meal but 
entertainment as well. Way to go girls!!!

Giving back as I said is a common theme here. We run, operate and survive by kindness of 
others who give back. We have a wonderful crew of various volunteers who assist in the daily 
operations of our Senior Lunch, and Food Bank. These volunteers help with the set up and 
break down of these two programs here at the San Geronimo Valley Community Center. I 
wanted to take this opportunity to thank all our wonderful volunteers who “Give Back”. A 
special thanks to the SPAWN volunteers who are here every Thursday to unload the Food 
Bank truck and set up Senior Lunch.

In January 25,2018 our Senior 
Lunch was blessed with the 
ultimate give back. Andy 
Giddings and Sheila Glover 
two local valley residents shared 
their wonderful musical talents 
with us. We are so lucky to 
have friends, neighbors and this 
community who shares their 
gifts with others. I encourage 
all to share your goodness it 
goes a long way. Thanks Andy 
and Sheila your music was 
enjoyed by all.

Senior Programs, 
Activities and Services at 
the Community Center
The San Geronimo Valley Community Center is excited to be offering healthy and 
interactive programs for people of all ages. We are especially proud of our programs for 
people 60 years of age and over – our Senior Lunch, our cultural events, art shows and 
much more. We also have an electronic newsletter with updates every few weeks with 
new information and lunch menus. Send an e-mail to Nicole Ramirez at nramirez@
sgvcc.org to have your name added to the list.

We are offering ongoing programs here at the Center to keep our lives vibrant. There 
are also an array of classes that are reasonably priced listed in our Stone Soup Catalog. 

Ongoing Programs:

Senior Lunch Mondays and Thursdays at Noon

This very popular program has been operating since February 2009 at the Center. We 
have delicious well-balanced meals brought in from the kitchens of Good Earth Natural 
Foods with new menus every week. Some of the most popular meals are taco day, 
eggplant parmesan, and barbequed chicken. All the main courses have great sides and 
salads and fresh fruit. It’s the happening event for a healthy meal and great conversation 
with neighbors and friends. Suggested donation for seniors is $3 a meal and for others 
the charge is $6 per person. Monday’s lunch is in the West Room and Thursday’s lunch 
is in the Valley Room here at the SGVCC.

Emergency Food Pantry Thursdays at 1-2 p.m. in the West Room for people attend-
ing the Senior Lunch. Fresh nutritious food—fresh produce, dairy, canned goods, eggs, 
chicken – to prepare healthy meals at home. (The Food Pantry is also open on Mondays 
from 9am-5pm).

Mah Jong Learn how to play or play with others on Friday afternoons from 1:00 until 
3:30 in the Living Room at the SGVCC. Bring your set if you have one. 

Ping Pong Thursdays at 1pm after Senior Lunch. A free program in the Community 
Gym offered by volunteer Jack Sayers. Also, Sundays from 6–9 p.m.

Jazz in the Afternoon Thursdays at 1:30 p.m. in the Valley Room following Senior 
Lunch. Every week a Jazz combo with Judy Hall and friends play great music for all to 
enjoy. Free

Growing Old Gracefully–A Senior Peer Counseling Group, Wednesdays from 10 to 
11:30am. Volunteer counselors help senior members of our community sort through 
the transitions and realities of aging that we all face: the loss of independence and con-
trol, isolation, and declining physical health. Limited to 10 seniors. Sign up with Sarah 
Brewster at 415-488-0419.

Senior Book Club Meets the second Monday of each Month at 1 p.m. in the Living 
Room. Please contact Carl Miller at psycarl@gmail.com

Excercise for Alta Cockers Mondays and Wednesdays at 10:45am-11:45am; Tuesdays 
at 8:45am-9:45am in the Valley Room. This class is fun! In one hour you will warm 
up, stretch, dance, (sometimes ballet or Latin, belly dance, jazz, waltz and more) Tai 
Bo & Qi Gong. All working together organically and synergistically adding up to one 
hour of “Doing the Right Thing” and we get to Yiddish too. Oy! Be a mensh, forget all 
your tsures, don’t forget to tighten your tuches and come to the San Geronimo Valley 
Community Center Wednesday mornings. Guaranteed to work your stomach muscles 
by laughing. And guess what it’s FREE and it’s beshert (Meant to Be).

Handwork Group
Living Room Thursdays at 1:30 p.m. following the Senior Lunch. Victoria Saxe orga-
nizes a group of knitters, quilters, embroiderers, weavers, hand stichers, crocheters and 
crafters in a fun and relaxed environment. This is not a “how to do it” class but rather a 
DO-IT group.  Bring your projects and related tools. ALL WELCOME! 

Volunteer Opportunities We have many ways that seniors provide support to the 
Center for its various programs and activities. Please call Nicole at 488-8888, ext. 254 
if you have some time to spare and we will try to find a job that fits your interests and 
schedule.
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School-Linked Update
by Will Hubert, School Linked Program 
Coordinator, Community Center
Lagunitas School and the San Geronimo Valley Community 
Center continue to forge a strong partnership dedicated to sup-
porting youth in our community. The 2017-2018 school year is 
already full of remarkable collaboration efforts due to an invalu-
able exchange of ideas, staff, and resources.

Last fall, the school and Community Center partnered to lead 
a 7th grade day-hike in Point Reyes National Seashore. Zach 
Laurie, from the organization, Roots to Branches, also assisted 
with the outing. The 7th grade hike was part of our Social 
Emotional Literacy (SEL) class curriculum. Lagunitas School and 
the Community Center also partnered to host a Middle School 
Halloween Dance in the San Geronimo Valley Community Gym. 
The Halloween Dance was a phenomenal event that wouldn’t have been possible without par-
ent, teacher, and student engagement. The school’s student leadership group donated all pro-
ceeds from the dance to North Bay Fire victims.

The school and Community Center also partnered to host the most recent Community Café, 
an event sponsored by the West Marin Coalition for Healthy Youth. The Community Café 
was held at Lagunitas School’s Multi-Purpose Room, which served as the perfect venue for 
discussing how to support healthy youth in the San Geronimo Valley and West Marin. More 
Community Cafes are scheduled to be held in Tomales and Bolinas/Stinson throughout the 
spring season.  Visit westmarincoalition.org for more information.
 
Exciting community efforts are scheduled to take shape as we move forward with the 2018 
school year. Keep an eye out for the following:

• Spring dance for middle school students
• Spring break backpacking in Point Reyes for middle school students
• Skateboarding elective for middle school students (final trimester)
• Volunteer Job Training opportunities with Halleck Creek Ranch in Nicasio
• 4th Friday Open Gym for teens
• After school Mountain Biking with Emile Mulholland

More information at: sgvcc.org/youth-programming/

Connect with SGVCC
       
The San Geronimo Valley Community Center’s weekly listing of events and activities is 
posted on our regularly updated website. Visit us at www.sgvcc.org. Email us at druss@sgvcc.
org to join our email list.

You can also follow us on Facebook @ sangeronimovalleycommunitycenter

And Twitter @SGV_Comm_Center

Photo of 7th grade hike to Pt. Reyes. Meadow Trail.

Open Classroom 
30th Annual Fundraiser

Country Fair Day
Saturday, April 28, 2018

2-7 pm 

The Lagunitas School Open Classroom “Country Fair Day/
Music Fest” Fundraiser is happening April 28, 2018, near the new 

playground at the upper campus outside.

Games for everyone, live music, cake walk, BBQ,  
Contra-dance, and petting zoo. 

All community members 
are welcome. It’s fun for all.

Tickets sold at the door, 
all proceeds go to Open 

Classroom.

See you there!
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Lagunitas School District
by Steve Rebscher

The last Stone Soup carried the wonderful news that our school parcel tax had passed with 
72% of the vote. Again, a huge Thank You from our entire school community to the San 
Geronimo Valley. This success means that residents will support the educational growth of our 
children for another eight years—an ongoing legacy of responsible community-school partner-
ship for more than 30 years.

Where do we go from here? It is my feeling, and one shared by our school administration and 
other trustees, that the very significant financial support from our local community neces-
sitates a high level of accountability from our school board, renewed commitment to transpar-
ency and an openness to community input. The timing for that input could not be better.

Every effective organization needs a vision to focus their energy and aspirations. In the best 
case this vision is shared by all of the participants. In our particular case, this includes Valley 
residents, school staff, administration, the board, parents and children and our overall partner 
in providing social services to the San Geronimo Valley—the SGV Community Center. Then 
comes the work. This shared vision must be reflected in our day-to-day operations and in the 
fulfillment of our long-term goals. 

In 2004 our school district developed a long-range plan that has been used, with varying suc-
cess, for more than a dozen years. The strength of that plan came from the 40-50 active par-
ticipants that attended three community workshops and parallel meetings with our staff. What 
struck me as so important in our first workshop was the development and agreement on a 
common vision of what we hope to give our students during their nine years in the Lagunitas 
School District. That collaborative effort created the following:

The Vision is a compelling image of a future reality based on tangible signs of success.

• A school district where the educational, social, emotional and personal needs of all students is 
met with programs that address individual requirements.

• A school district with the independence to follow goals defined by community driven priorities.
• A school district where parents, teachers, the school board, administration and students share 

roles, participate in governance and cooperate in all aspects of our school’s operations.
• A school district that operates from a proactive, fiscally sound plan for the future that draws 

from committed, long-term community support to offer our children the education each and 
every one of them deserves.

Is this still a shared vision for our community? Many things have changed in the valley, and 
“over the hill,” in the past decade. The demographic make-up of our valley itself is rapidly 
changing. How do we incorporate these evolving perspectives in the mission for our schools 
and our priorities for our children? If the education our children receive is going to truly 
reflect the character of our community, now is the opportunity to participate.

We are now organizing the format for our next long range plan. Our current plan is to follow 
a similar process of several community wide forums led by an experienced outside facilitator. 
Our first task will be to confirm, and possibly further develop, our shared vision for the dis-
trict to include the upcoming five years. Our next job will be to look at what goals, priorities 
and changes we want to make to ensure that the education our children receive, and the ways 
we deliver that educational experience, can best be aligned with our overall vision for the district.

To be honest, our task is not an easy one. In terms of real dollars, the support of our schools at 
the state level is decreasing every year while mandated spending increases. The recent passage 
of our local parcel tax is, once again, the brightest and most dependable line in our budget. 
As we observed during the campaign last year, our parcel tax helps us stay even with current 
expenses. The continuing reduction of outside funding will make the priorities we establish 
in the long range planning process critical to our everyday decisions. Please help us represent 
everyone in our community. Watch our school website for the dates and times of our upcom-
ing community forums and school board meetings. Then bring your ideas and participate!

Youth Programs 
by Nicole Ramirez

Playgroup for Children 0-5 years 

Spring is here and time to make new friends! 

Join Playgroup at the San Geronimo Valley Community Center every Tuesdays and Thursdays 
from 10am-12pm in the East Room (formerly Zoila’s aftercare room). Playgroup is a free 
drop-in program for parents, grandparents, caregivers and their young companions to explore 
the wonderful world of play. Playgroup gives the youngest members of our community the 
opportunity to meet new friends, and create bonds that may last their lifetime. Playgroup also 
provides parents, grandparents and caregivers a chance to meet new families and connect with 
community.

On Tuesdays the F.L.A.Gship Literacy Bus comes to the far right side of the parking lot at the 
SGVCC from 10am-11:15am. The F.L.A.Gship provides FREE bilingual story, songs, art proj-
ects and school readiness activities for families with children ages 0-5years.

Come have some fun at Playgroup, meet new friends, laugh, explore, and connect.
For more information contact Nicole Ramirez at 415-488-8888 x254 or nramirez@sgvcc.org

Zoila’s Aftercare for Children K-3rd grade
Smiling faces of friends hanging out together, that’s what we see here at Zoila’s.  It’s really the 
best place to have a Playdate when you’re not ready for the day to end or if you’re going to 
sports practice or have an afterschool class on campus or tutoring at VAST. We have got you 
covered and are here to make the afternoon fun and relaxing after a day at school. 

We make art and run and build and now that our upper campus playground is finished….we 
swing and climb and slide and dig and play just about any spontaneous game you can think 
up! 

What else can we say . . . . Things are always jumping at Zoila’s. We have the best time every day!

Here’s a  SAVE THE DATES reminder as well

The San Geronimo Valley Community Center Summer Day Camp 2018 at the Loft!
Monday – Friday 9am – 3pm After camp 3pm- 5pm 
June 18th – July 27th

August 13th – 17th

The Loft
The 4th and up after school gang has hit the ground running full tilt into winter season. The 
kids have been lofting between school, basketball, tutoring, homework club, Kung Fu, moun-
tain biking, interning, and all. 

This year’s group is very crafty, and like to upcycle boxes, tp and paper towel rolls, wine corks, 
cardboard, scrap wood, and the like into their own creations. The Loft is seeking wine corks, 
mylar-reflective paper or board, as well as aforementioned items or other fun craft surprises to 
upcycle. If your home has donations lying around, please bring some in for the kids to craft 
with. If you would like to donate glue sticks, or other purchasable items, please contact Howie 
regarding details. Thanks!

Coming soon: the book nook. We are making a comfy space in the quieter room upstairs for 
reading, doing homework, and sipping tea. If you happen to have a nice book table/end table 
that could see more use at the Loft, we’d love to use it in the space to provide a more relaxing, 
comfortable spot to unwind after a long day at school in the book nook. Ask Amber, Howie, 
or Rebecca if you have a table to provide.

The Loft has been catching kids doing nice things for no reason. If your child would like to 
learn more about getting caught in the act, encourage them to ask Amber, Buck, Howie, or 
Rebecca about doing nice things for no reason. They may even already have been caught!

For more information please contact Howie Cort @ 415-488-4118 X219 or hcort@sgvcc.org 



San Geronimo Valley Community Gym
by Howie Cort and Buck Chavez 
During the winter months our gym is packed to the rafters with our CYO and middle school 
after school basketball teams practicing and hosting games. The squeaking of sneakers and 
the echo of basketballs bouncing off the floor starts at 3:30 in the afternoon and doesn’t stop 
until 7:30 most weeknights when our teams are practicing. On Saturdays and Sundays CYO 
teams, from all over the County, come to play at our beautiful community gym. Parents wind 
their way through the Valley’s misty morning fog and head back east as the sun begins to turn 
dark orange in the west knowing it’s worth the ride to watch their kids play. This season we 
have nine CYO teams, from 3rd to 8th grade, representing our local St. Cecilia’s parish in 
Lagunitas. The middle school has a combined 6th, 7th and 8th girl’s team and 8th grade boy’s 
team who play in the small school league which includes Hall, Ross, Brandeis, Marin Primary, 
Marin Country Day, and MLK. We say goodbye to our 8th graders as they play their final 
middle school BBall games in March: Sage Brown, Zander Barber-McLeod, Roan Andrews, 
Will Fries, Jonah Fowler-Daley, Zack Atkinson, Rio Lorenzen-Parra, Indigo Jenkins, Nisa 
Kielman-Ovetz, Vanessa Trinidad Benito, Jubilee Adams, Amber Simon, and Kalea Rasmussen. 
God luck, you guys, and hope to see you on the basketball floor at Drake!

We’re looking to start another round of our infamous basketball women’s game—GirlBall—on 
Tuesday nights at 7 p.m. You don’t have to have experience to play. It’s all about having fun! 
Start date is Tuesday, April 3rd. If you are interested contact Howie at: hcort@sgvcc.org or 
Sheva at: westmarinjews@gmail.com. Let’s play, ladies!

Open Gyms and Table Tennis

On Monday nights, at 5:30, Co-Ed BBall gives both men and women a chance to play 
together. If you are a woman who has basketball skills and is looking for a competitive and 
supportive atmosphere, this is game for you. Come at 5:30, chip in a few bucks into the 
bucket and bring your game to the gym! If you are a guy, this game will give you a work out 
and great games without the edge. This game is all about working up a sweat and sharing the 
ball! Wednesday nights Men’s Open Gym starts at 7 p.m. Get ready to run up and down our 
maple floor with a bunch of players who are looking for running the fast break and hitting the 
open jumper. Sunday evenings starting at 6 p.m., Table Tennis players, from all over the Bay 
Area, come to volley on the many tables that are set all over the gym. All players, of all skill 
levels, are welcome. This is a great way to re-live your childhood when your Ping Pong table 
was in the your family’s basement and you and your friends spent hours playing together! If 
you don’t have a paddle, don’t worry. They are provided and if you need some helpful hints, 
Jack Sayers, who runs our Table Tennis night, is always standing by to welcome and support 
you and even help you with your serve! Table Tennis also offered to seniors Thursdays at 1 p.m.

We’re always open to new ideas. We have a fantastic Volleyball set up. If there is anyone out 
there who has an interest in starting a Volleyball night, you can leave us a message at 415-488-
4118 or email hcort@sgvcc.org. 

See you on the court!!
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Transitional Age Youth (TAY)
The West Marin Coalition for Healthy Youth (a program housed under the San Geronimo 
Valley Community Center) is hosting regional Community Café’s throughout West Marin in 
2018. The San Geronimo Valley Community Center (i.e., Community Center) also sponsors a 
county-funded grant to support Transitional Age Youth (TAY) living in West Marin. While the 
two programs are similar, they are not the same. Luckily, TAY community members (known as 
TAY or TAY-Innovators) are well poised to assist with Community Café events hosted by the 
West Marin Coalition for Healthy Youth (WMCHY).

This year, through the WMCHY Community Café process, TAY-Innovators are helping to 
reveal what is needed, valued and supported in each of our West Marin communities. Each 
TAY individual offers essential insights into the lives of youth and young adults in West Marin. 
Community Center staff trust that by forging a relationship with TAY-Innovators we will come 
to understand the people, places and culture of West Marin more intimately. The Community 
Center staff would like to acknowledge and thank the core team of Transitional Age Youth 
(TAY) Innovators who recently committed to community development work in unincorpo-
rated West Marin—you know who you are! 

Together, Community Center staff and TAY-Innovators will chart, gather and analyze data to 
capture lessons learned about pre-teens, teens, and our 16-25-year-old resident populations. 
Community Center staff and TAY-Innovators will work in conjunction to identify selected 
projects and create feasible action plans. 

The West Marin Coalition for Healthy Youth defines West Marin in four regional hub areas; 
San Geronimo Valley, Point Reyes Station, Tomales, and Bolinas/Stinson Beach. Each regional 
hub area will have a minimum of one Regional Liaison to serve as a community representative 
and “bridge builder”; Regional Liaisons connect residents to local resources, and vice versa. 
The WMCHY hopes to grow a team of caring adults, young adults and sector partners to 
do this important social work with us. We look forward to advancing what is learned for our 
Community Café events.

TAY-Innovators are in the process of defining, developing and maintaining an exchange of 
coordinated information, a calendar, and schedules from the Community Center to our part-
ner hub areas. We want to learn more about potential for collaborations between the County 
of Marin and regional partner organizations so that young adults are seen, heard and encour-
aged by more people. Please join us.

Positioned midway between the coast and Central Marin, the San Geronimo Valley 
Community Center functions as a centralized home base for TAY-Innovators. As a functioning 
“half-way point”, the Community Center has already developed a capacity to convey services 
reaching to Tomales, Point Reyes Station and Bolinas-Stinson Beach. We support youth and 
young adults to engage socially, soberly, and with support from sector partners who assist us in 
building a framework of services with caring adults. We can only do this work collaboratively, 
cooperatively and valuing the contributions of our youth and young adults in residence.

The Community Center aims to engage supportive adults to show up to dedicated spaces for 
youth and young adult activities including: gymnasiums, youth centers, community spaces and 
libraries. Our West Marin community needs more caring adults in the form of coaches, men-
tors, tutors, board game players, counselors, drivers, trainers, farmers, musicians, artists, chefs, 
scientists, athletes, etc.! Luckily, a small but mighty team of sober, caring adults are already 
invested in showing up for young people across West Marin. We value all the existing protec-
tive services that our communities deliver even without coordinated services for the region. 
TAY-Innovators will explore their communities and practice how to build capacity. Building 
capacity means working with intention and kindness and being supportive and in alignment 
with shared community values. 

We look forward to next steps and hope to get in step with you (community member) and our 
TAY Innovators. Please consider attending one of the four Community Café’s and introduce 
yourself to TAY-Innovators and meet our staff team. See you there!

West Marin Coalition for Healthy Youth (WMCHY)
The West Marin Coalition for Healthy Youth (WMCHY) has successfully launched its 2018 
Community Café series, which began in San Geronimo Valley on January 23rd, 2018. The 
Community Café series follows the “World Café” model for community dialogue. As we 
embark on Café #2, Café #3 and Café #4, we are excited to continue learning about our com-
munity’s shared values for youth and young adults living in West Marin. The robust turnout 
and powerful engagement at our first Community Café allowed for a rich interchange of best 
ideas for supporting youth and young adults. Thank you to all who attended! The evening was 
emceed by Zach Laurie from Roots to Branches and the WMCHY staff team. Thank you to 
Lagunitas School staff and School Board for hosting us. 

The Community Cafe process was captured by Leslie Salmon-Zhu, a trained graphic recorder 
who, in addition to capturing ideas on paper, coached our youth and young adults to harvest 
ideas during the Café process. Our evening discussion produced many quality ideas and attain-
able next steps. The WMCHY staff will share what was learned with community members as 
soon as materials from each Community Cafe are organized and processed. What we know 
today is that the abundance of ideas that emerged was larger than one single person and 
emerged after a three separate rounds of conversation. Most participants reflected that it was 
rewarding to work through this process together, in community.

We anticipate that each Community Café will produce meaningful results about assets, 
opportunities, and risk factors in West Marin (i.e., San Geronimo Valley, Point Reyes Station, 

Tomales and Bolinas/ Stinson Beach). We invite all community members to attend each of the 
upcoming Cafes; it is critical to recognize that each Hub Area is connected to and interdepen-
dent to one another. The West Marin Coalition for Healthy Youth is grateful to:

• Youth and young adults who contributed to the Community Café process;
• local school administrators and board members who participated enthusiastically in the 

process, recognizing that resilience in youth and young adults is held by the home, the 
community and the school; 

• sector partners who listened and named what does and does not exist in each of our hub 
areas; what is and is not valued, and who is available and willing to co-create meaningful 
change.

Through this series of Community Café events—with your  experience, expertise and 
insights—our goal is to identify shared community values and, continue to work in step with 
our communities and the Marin Prevention Network to reduce underage use of alcohol, tobac-
co and other drugs. The Community Café series will help youth and young adults to be seen, 
heard and supported by sector partners who will network, coordinate and promote existing 
services, as well as find solutions for gaps in services during our next fiscal year. Thank you, 
again, to all who contribute to our supportive community for youth, young adults and families 
living in West Marin.
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Thank You!
Please consider joining our Council of Major Donors, which is comprised of individuals, 
families, foundations and businesses that make exemplary financial contributions to the 
Community Center each year. Each of these donors support our mission to foster healthy 
communities within the San Geronimo Valley and Nicasio by providing a dynamic center 
for locally based human services, arts and culture, education, health and wellness, and 
community building. Council members come from the Valley, Nicasio, Fairfax and other 
neighboring communities. Each member of the Council makes a substantial direct or in-
kind contribution. The collective impact of Council members’ contributions is incredibly 
important to the financial health and well-being of the Community Center.

Other ways to financially support the Community Center include making a monthly con-
tribution, contributing stocks, bonds, real estate or a vehicle, joining our Legacy Circle by 
making a planned gift to the Community Center through your estate planning or by con-
tributing to our Deepening Roots Campaign endowment fund. 

You can make a recurring or one-time gift today through our website www.sgvcc.org, by 
sending in a check or by giving me a call at 415-328-7988. The following individuals, 
businesses and grantors have made generous contributions between November 15, 2017 
through February 5, 2018. 

We are grateful for your support and trust in our Community Center. Thank you!
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Marla Beck
Barbara Libby
Abel McChone
Marley Ross
Nicole McConneloug
Katherine Liu-Elizabeth 
David Lakes   
Susan Christy
Lani Yadegar
Fred& Sally Campbell
Gina Smith    
Josie Drake 
Snuey Pealman
Amy Sickler
Jim Franco
Cheryl Fromholzer 
John Baldwin
Bunny Spencer-Phill   
Nancy Binzen
Josie Drake   
John Baldwin   
Kate Powers 
Naya Mauro    
Mia Runanin 
Catherine McQuilken
Barbara Contini 
Nancy Roen 
Janet Lott 
Amber Charne  
Andrea Freeman 
Karen Voets 
Leelee Thomas 
Joe Newton
Sonia Rickett 
Alex Ghiringhelli 
Lori Felton
Aneka Gordon
Stephanie Fein
Sherry Cooper
Nan Masterson
Clancy Bounds 
Barbie Hernandez
Martha Allen
Molly Whitely
Jill Larkey
Patricia Joanides
Dan Fitting
Jonathan Knight
Hugh Knight

Organizations
St. Cecilia Catholic Church
Bovine Bakery
Noah’s bagels
Arti
Marinitas
Ghiringhelli’s Pizza
Paper Mill Saloon
Insalata’s 
Extra Food.Org
Bay Area Muslims
San Geronimo Presbyterian 

Church
Lagunitas Store
Good Earth
Marin Power Yoga
Allstar Organics
Mill Valley Refuse
Porch Realtry Group
Woodacre Fire Dept.
Serenity Knolls
San Geronimo Community 

Garden
Woodacre Improvement Club
VERG
Healing Sanctuary
OPEN Classroom
Lagunitas School District & 

Staff
SPAWN
Marin Community Clinic
Coastal Health Alliance
Dominican University
S.F./Marin Food Bank
Taste Kitchen & Table
Children for Change

Evacuation Center update
by Dave Cort

The Sonoma, Napa, and Mendocino County wildfires had a profound effect on the residents of those counties as well as our West Marin community which became 
an emergency evacuation safe zone for over 1,000 evacuees. Listed below are all of the individuals, organizations, and partners who supported the Community Center’s 
evacuation site. The Community Center received close to $30,000 in donations, gift cards, and household items to support the evacuees. I am proud to report that 
every dollar, gift card, and household item was distributed to our neighbors who were directly effected by the wildfires.

Financial Emergency? 
There are three local nonprofit organizations that may be able to provide small grants to families or 
individuals in need. These are generally one–time grants for such items as car repairs, utility bills, or 
other necessities. Also the local Lions Club can help with prescription eye glasses.

San Geronimo Valley Emergency Fund provides financial assistance to members of the Valley 
community in times of need. Pick up an application at the Community Center or request one 
by mail from Rosemary Sharp at 415-488-4225.

West Marin Community Services uses a portion of its Thrft Store profits for a distribution 
fund availab le for use by low-income Valley residents. The fund supports unmet needs that 
tend to fall through the cracks of our care system. Contact Socorro Romo, 663-8361, or 
sromo@westmarincommunityservices.org.

The San Geronimo Valley Lions Club offers financial aid to Valley folks who need financial assistance to 
purchase prescription eye glasses. For more information e-mail Chloe Cook at chloecook@comcast.net

Community Guide Online
Valley & Nicasio Artists and Businesses: List your goods and services for free! 
Please note: Listings limited to individuals who live or work in Nicasio or the Valley. Send 
notices up to 125 characters (spaces included) to communityguideonline@sgvcc.org.

Sample listings include: 

Barbara Swift Brauer, 415-488-4605, bsbraurer@sonic.net–Writer, editor, consultant. Manuscript 
developement & criticque.

R.T. Wilson Plumbing, 415-488-4867, Cell: 415-609-5903, rtwilsonplumbing@yahoo.com, 
locally owned and operated. Lic. #723535



Friday, April 6, 8 pm

Joseph Bacon guitar recital
Free
Joseph Bacon (guitar and lute) is an acclaimed musician, and 
son of the distinguished American composer Ernst Bacon. 
He has studied with Andres Segovia, Ida Presti, Alexander 
Lagoya and Julian Bream and an extended study of Indian 
music with Ustad Ali Akbar Khan. He has given concerts at 
Wigmore Hall in London and Carnegie Recital Hall in New 
York

Friday, April 20, 8 pm

Dirty Cello Returns to the Center!
Tickets: $15 advance/$20 door

From China to Italy, and all over the U.S., Dirty 
Cello brings the world a high energy and unique 
spin on blues and bluegrass. Led by vivacious cross-
over cellist, Rebecca Roudman, Dirty Cello is cello 
like you’ve never heard before. From down home 
blues with a wailing cello to virtuosic stompin’ 
bluegrass, Dirty Cello is a band that gets your heart 
thumping and your toes tapping!

“Dirty Cello’s music is all over the map: funky, car-
nival, romantic, sexy, tangled, electric, fiercely rhyth-
mic, and textured, and only occasionally classical.” 
Lou Fancher, Oakland Magazine.

“The band plays every style imaginable, and does 
some fantastic covers. (Their rendition of “Purple 
Haze” is incredible.) But what is most spectacular about them is hearing the depth of 
soul in Roudman’s playing—it goes beyond what most people would expect from the 
instrument. She plays it with so much heart, you’ll wonder why more bands don’t have 
a cellist.” Good Times Santa Cruz.

Friday, April 27, 6:30 pm

Family Movie Night
Kidflix Global Event Films

Kidflix Global (KFG) is a film distribution 
company that brings fabulous, award-
winning, international family and kids films 
to a growing population of parents seeking 
to teach their children “how” to think in 
an international arena through films that 
portray “children growing up in different 
cultures beyond familiar environments.” Kids 
learn, discover, and interact with KFG films that help them become globally conscious 
contributors to society. We look for original films with courageous and resource-
ful characters, positive values and hopeful messages. The carefully curated KFG film 
library has storylines that are heartfelt, allowing children to see the world in ways that 
highlight commonalities, while also showing differences. We believe that through the 
powerful and accessible medium of global film, we can open eyes, open minds and 
open hearts!

Friday, May 12, 7:30 pm

Rivertown Trio: Americana and country rock
Free   
Donations at the Door. Proceeds benefit the Community Center

Playing around the Bay Area for the last 4 years, 
The Rivertown Trio—Gary Vogensen (lead 
guitar, harmonica, vocals), Russ Gauthier (gui-
tar, mandolin, fiddle, vocals) and Julie Bernard 
(vocals, rhythm guitar, percussion)--combines 
heart, chemistry, creativity, and veteran musician-
ship to produce a beautiful, rich, unique sound.

Saturday, March 17, 4 pm

Annual St. Patrick’s Day Youth Talent Show
Lagunitas School Multipurpose Room
$15 adults, $12 Senior, $8 Children. Family of 3 or more $35.
With MC Extraordinaire Jasper Thelin! And assistant MC Alexander McQuilkin!
4:00pm Younger Kids 5:00pm Dinner 6:00pm Older Youth

Save the date for a rollicking good St. 
Patrick’s Day celebration bringing together 
our whole community for a worthy cause! 
Local youth talent ranging in age from the 
single digits to their teens will blow our 
minds with stellar performances to ben-
efit the Community Center After School 
Programs. One of the Center’s all-time 
favorite events. It’s a great opportunity for 
the kids to stretch to the next level, building 
confidence and public presentation skills. Encourage them to begin planning their acts now! 

The show is open to youth who are grammar and high school-aged. The majority of the kids are 
from the Lagunitas School District but we usually have kids from Nicasio, Ross Valley, private schools 
and home school. 

All proceeds support scholarships for SGVCC After School Programs, keeping them accessible for 
all the families that need them. Thank you for continuing to purchase tickets for the whole family, 
including performers. If your family is experiencing a hardship that would make that impossible, 
please contact Howie Cort to make sliding scale arrangements. 

Saturday, March 24, 7:30 pm 

Swami Beyondananda & Scott Grace
A Spiritual Comedy Double-Header

Doors 7:00 pm • Show 7:30 pm
$20 advance (Brown Paper Tickets) or $25 at the door

Swami Beyondananda brings his laugh-filled cosmic comedy to 
show to the San Geronimo Valley Community Center on Saturday, 
March 24th. Swami’s performance has been described both as 
“comedy disguised as wisdom,” and “wisdom disguised as comedy.” 
Which is it? Go see him, and then you decide.

In addition to espousing a new non-religion called 
FUNdamentalism (accent on “fun”), and a political movement 
called the Right to Laugh Party (“one big party, everyone is invit-
ed”), the Swami, whose favorite yoga pose is tongue-in-cheek, also 
channels Elvis and Bulwinkle.  

His comedy is intended to heal the heart and free the mind, to offer 
incisive insights into inconvenient truths (and convenient lies), and to do so through the eye of love. 
And the best way to begin is with a good belly laugh ... dozens of them, available on Saturday night 
courtesy of the Swami.

Joining the Swami is Scott Grace. cott has been described as a cross 
between John Denver, Robin Williams and Dr. Seuss. Contact with 
Scott is likely to be hazardous to your misery, as he has provoked 
outbreaks of joy in four out of five laboratory humans tested.

Scott has recorded nine CD’s, a DVD of his original music and 
comedy and is the author of Teach Me How to Love A True Story 
that Touches Hearts & Helps with the Laundry! He has shared the 
comedy stage with Dana Carvey and Robin Williams.

If you love to laugh—or, if you need to—don’t miss the opportunity 
to get struck by enlightening and laugh till the sacred.
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Arts & Events 

Events continued on page 17



Visual Arts Program 
by Larry Rippee
2018 has already been proven itself to be a full 
and exciting year in the arts for the Center. We 
started off with our inaugural West Marin Film 
Festival, the Senior Lunch Group Art Show and 
a handful of fine solo exhibits. And now it’s 
time think about our grand tradition—the 28th 
annual Spring Art Show.

From its very beginning the San Geronimo 
Valley Community Center has functioned as a 
crucial venue for artists in the community. 

And the Center’s annual Spring Art Show 
has always taken an egalitarian, community, 
oriented approach. It’s invitational exhibit only in the sense that if you are part of the 
community—you’re invited. I like to think of it as a ‘self-juried’ show. Rather than the 
traditional juried exhibit, local artists are offered the opportunity to select their best 
work.

If you are a Valley artist and have considered participating in the Spring Art Show but 
never have, please feel free to fill out an application (there’s one in this copy of Stone 
Soup).

The 28th annual Spring Art Show will be held May 12th to May 20th with a reception 
on Friday, May 11th, 6:30 pm—until 9 pm.

This year the Spring Art Show Committee selected the work of Al Ardelle for the 
exhibit postcard.

Even if you aren’t exhibiting in the show please come by the Center for the reception 
—in which case you’ll probably see a lot of your friends but won’t see much of the 
show—and then come back on a quiet day and enjoy the artwork.

Things to know about the Spring Art Show:

Your Spring Art Show registration fee (as well as the 20% of the art sales) helps fund 
our visual arts programs and gallery upkeep. Your contributions fund the Spring Art 
Show mailing, publicity to numerous media contacts, printing of postcards invitations 
and advertising posters, beverages, flowers and paper products for the reception and 
other expenses involved in producing the annual Spring Art Show.

The artist’s group photo shoot is open to all participating artists. Just show up for the 
shoot before 1 pm on Saturday, April 7th in front of the Community Center.

If you are planning to participate:

The application deadline is Saturday, April 7th.

Due to space considerations we need to limit entries to 100 artists and only one piece 
per artist. If your artwork is a wall piece it must be wired and ready to hang.

Please do not deliver paintings that are still wet. 

If at all possible, provide your own pedestal for floor pieces.

Everyone is asked to volunteer in whatever way possible (such as helping at the recep-
tion, clean up, mailing postcards, putting up posters or sitting the show).
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2018 Spring Gallery Art Shows at 
the Maurice Del Mué Galleries 

Valley Room — Enter through Lobby
West Room — Adjoining Valley Room

MARCH
Valley Room  Vicki Chase
West Room  Gabriele Schwibach

APRIL
Valley Room  Geoff Berstein
West Room  Priscilla Patey

Reception Sunday, April 8 , 4-7pm

MAY
Valley Room  28th Annual Spring Art Show
West Room  28th Annual Spring Art Show
    May 12–20, 2018
Opening reception on Friday, May 11th, 6:30–9:00 pm

Support Your 
Community Center

• Make a monthly contribution

• Contribute stocks, bonds, real estate or a vehicle

• Make a planned gift to the Community Center through your estate 
planning.

To donate, visit www.sgvcc.org 

Attention All San Geronimo Valley & Nicasio Artists!
28th Annual Spring Art Show

Saturday, May 12–Sunday, May 20, 2018
Opening Reception for Artists & Friends

Friday, May 11th from 6:30-9:00pm

Who: Up to100 artists who work or reside in the San Geronimo Valley and Nicasio.

What: All media - 4’x4’ maximum size. One piece per artist. Wall pieces 
must be wired, ready to hang. Provide your own pedestal for floor pieces. 
Artwork must remain up for the duration of the exhibit.

How: *Mail entry form below and $25 fee with check payable to SGVCC.
  *Hors d’ Oeuvres for the opening reception are requested from each artist.
  *Postcards and posters are available at the Center for distribution. 
  *Volunteering is required as indicated below. 

Application Deadline: Saturday, April 7th. Please respect this deadline. 
Only the first 100 entries will be accepted for the show.

ARTIST GROUP PHOTO SHOOT (for publicity purposes)
Saturday, April 7th at 1 pm in front of Community Center

All participating artists welcome!

* Bring your art on Sign In day: WEDNESDAY, May 9th from 8-10 am *

Questions: Call Larry Rippee, Visual Arts Coordinator at 488-8888 ext 252
(Don’t Forget to Keep Above Portion for Your Records)

Spring Art Show Entry Form
Please print clearly! Deadline Saturday, April 7th

Name:____________________________________________________________

PO Box: ___________Town _______________________________Zip________

Phone: ___________________________E-Mail__________________________

Title of Piece: _____________________________________________________

Size: ___________Medium:__________________________________________

Selling Price: __________________________(20% goes to the Community Center)

Yes! In addition to gallery sitting, mailing invitations & reception Hors d’ Oeuvres, I 
realize that the success of the show depends on volunteers and I will:

Check your choice:
 
 Gallery Sitting Preference Sat 12th: 12-2 pm_____; 2-4 pm_____; 4-6 pm_____
 Gallery Sitting Preference Sun 13th: 12-2 pm_____; 2-4 pm_____; 4-6 pm_____
 Gallery Sitting Preference Sat 19th: 12-2 pm_____; 2-4 pm_____; 4-6 pm_____
 Gallery Sitting Preference Sun 20th: 12-2 pm_____; 2-4 pm_____; 4-6 pm_____
 Help Sign In Art: Wednesday, May 9th from 8-10 am   
 Help with Pre-Reception Set-Up: Friday, May 11th from 1-3 pm
 Help During Reception: Friday, May 11th   
 Help Sign Out Art: Sunday, May 20th from 6-6:30 pm
 Help With Posters & Postcard Distribution 

Mail this entry form and your $25 entry fee by Deadline on Saturday, April 7th

To: SGVCC Spring Art Show, Box 194, San Geronimo, CA 94963

I wish to make an additional contribution of $_________to support the SGVCC arts program.
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Alphabet Soup
Compliled by Martha Allen

Reflections
by Suzanne Sadowsky
Staying Centered

It’s been just a year since I retired after 20 years working at the 
Community Center. And what a year this has been! So much is going 

on in the world, in the Valley and in my own personal life. What has changed?

The world. What a difference an election makes! After eight years of progress under President 
Obama we now find ourselves with a dysfunctional Congress and an administration that is 
intent of rolling back all sorts of important regulations that protect the environment, social 
justice, and economic safety nets. We are faced with daily attacks on the Fourth Estate – our 
news media. There is an acceptance at the highest levels of government of bullying and lies. 
Income inequality has gotten worse. People carrying Nazi flags show up at public rallies and 
are termed good people. Mass shootings at schools are almost a daily occurrence. Our health 
care costs in the are the highest in the world and health outcomes are among the worst. 
“Chain migration” means that many of us would not be here. (I was born in Brooklyn but my 
parents came Europe as children—helped by relatives who came first). Our country is more 
polarized than ever before. Out of control capitalism is rampant. Millions of people are disen-
franchised because of gerrymandering. Prisons have become major for-profit enterprises. We 
are still waiting for trickle-down economics to work. It doesn’t. And if it did it, it would still 
be just a trickle when what we need is rushing river, an avalanche. 

If there is an upside to all of this—and I believe there is—WE ARE WOKE. Women are out 
on the streets wearing pink pussy hats. More women are running for office, are finding their 
voices. Black lives matter! MeToo! NoMore! TimesUp! Single Payer!

The Valley. The biggest news in the Valley this past year was the decision by the Marin Board 
of Supervisors to purchase the Golf Course to be used for public use and park land. The golf 
course has been a beautiful centerpiece of the Valley’s scenery—always green even when the 
remainder of the Valley’s hillsides had turned golden during the dry summers. At a gathering 
at the Community Center this past Fall with Supervisor Denis Rodoni, the golf course pur-
chase was applauded by scores of Valley residents including environmental groups and many 
other Valley organizations. But avid golfers from all over Marin County were also at the meet-
ing to register their objections. The golfing community and a group of Valley residents and 

homeowners have been objecting to the County’s decision and have launched a letter-writing 
campaign and have sued the County in an attempt to delay or halt the project. Nevertheless, 
the sale went though. And I for one am glad that it has. We have many needs in our Valley to 
serve our residents and to protect our environment. We need to protect our habitats for our 
salmon and other wildlife and most importantly we need affordable habitat for our humanity. 

I am looking forward to a healthy and open decision-making process that will inform our 
County planners on the best use of the property that should include facilities for community 
and recreational use for all of us. Community input will be encouraged during profession-
ally facilitated forums that will begin sometime after March. There will be an opportunity to 
express the needs, desires and wishes of community members: The community garden. More 
housing. A skate park. What else? We may not be able to get all or even most of what we 
want, but hopefully we will get some of what we need. Let’s not turn this process into one of 
dysfunctional acrimony that we witness every day in our Nation’s capital. I hope that we’re a 
lot better than that. 

My personal life. I no longer have a regular schedule of getting up early and going to work 
every day. Instead of a quick shower and rushing out of the house to get to work, I have slower 
mornings—except for Monday’s when I do Yoga with three other women at 8am. I still wake 
up at about 7, turn on the heat, and get back into bed for an hour or so until the house warms 
up. I read the New Yorker Magazine or read a chapter or two of a novel for one of my book 
clubs. I check Facebook on my I-phone to see what my friends have to say. I read the latest 
headlines on my NPR news app and I play Words with Friends. I’m out of bed by about 8 or 
9 (and I always make the bed right away). I have a cup of coffee and fruit and yogurt and sit 
down and in front of the TV and turn on MSNBC. The rest of my days are busy -- I read and 
send e-mail messages. I check out my meeting schedule (I go to a lot of meetings of local non-
profits). I have lunch once or twice a week at the Center. I run kids around after school (we no 
longer have a school bus). I do more cooking at home. I knit. I play mah jongg. I run errands. 
Do laundry. Water my plants. Balance my checkbook. Watch TV and Netflix. And I think a 
lot about the passage of time and that like the rest of us I’m getting older. I can’t figure out 
how I ever had time for a paid job. I’m still go to the Community Center quite a lot -- four 
times a week-- for such things as the art show openings, movie nights, the book club, Growing 
Old Gracefully, handicrafts group, lectures and forums and just to hang out and see friends 
and neighbors on Monday and Thursdays at Senior Lunch. So, you see, the Center is still an 
important part of my life. It’s what keeps me centered.

Family Dinners
by Harper Henderson

Scooters on the driveway
Sounded distinctly like thunder
Muffled to a soft purr
When going over new pavement.

Loud shouts
Annoyed people in the kitchen,
Aprons splattered with spices
And a fragrant steam we recognize.

At dinner, the retelling of stories
Were never as funny the second time,
Laughter in one side of the room
Covered talks of things we did not understand.

Surprised by the time,
We are forced to say goodbye
But we’ll be back

When souvenir coffee mugs appear
And plans for the day ahead
Begin to fill the air.

Surfing in Bolinas
by Leo Groutt

A little board, a big board
But both small in comparison to the huge ocean
Swish, swish, the surfers’ feet 
Flowing through the seaweed.
The swell of the wave looked like barrels
Rolling on the smooth water.

Splash, splash
The palms of their hands
Sinking into the water like quicksand,
Then jumping out again.
The surfers glide down
The slick wave.

Peaceful Nights
by Bridget Goodwin

The trees cloaked in moss
The stars sprinkled across the sky
Then rain
Sparkling in the moonlight.

A cottage sitting on a nearby hilltop
Ivy crawling up a dull red wall,
Smoke curling out the chimney.
It is peaceful here.

The Secret of the Sea
by Liam MacGabhann

The old man walks along the beach
The waves run and dance through his toes
Sending a warm and tingly feeling through his bones.

The sleeping rocks lie in the sand
A blanket of barnacles over their cold bodies.

He looks through the mystical tidepools
And around the smooth rocks
“I know you know, I can feel it!” he yells in frustration.

Then the wind whispers in his ear
“The Secret of the Sea…”

My Worst But Best Day at Stinson
by Elle Sanders

“A little further,” my cousin says
as we head to calmer water
past the breakers.
The sun is hot but 
the water is cool and crisp.

Farther and farther we swim
Since we can no longer touch
The sandy bed of fish bones.
Wave after wave pulls us back
yet we keep going forward.
“We’re almost there,” I cry to her
when suddenly she screams and points.

But her warning is too late
A wave pulls me under the surface,
Taunting me as I struggle to get up
to the air that I need to survive.
Reaching hand, reaching for air.
When I stop reaching and stop kicking
I am sore and cold as ice.

Emptying my lungs
I let waves roll over me
The ocean sees what it’s doing 
and pulls me up.
My head breaks the barrier
I grasp the air
Fill my lungs and call to my cousin
We float on the waves forever more.
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Wilderness Calls
by Paul Berensmeier
Intrinsic Instinct

Rain . . . the sweet smelling, soft pattering, gently moistening, life giv-
ing, spine tingling, shivering gift of nature . . . has finally come. The 
coho have endured weeks of December dryness, waiting for enough 

water to swim up and spawn.

Over to the Ink Wells . . . they are jumping! Then to Leo Cronin viewing area with my fam-
ily. The sound of splashing . . . whitewater . . . the female has turned on her side . . . scooping 
up rocks and pebbles . . . covering the fertilized eggs . . . protecting them from predators . . . 
future storms . . . as this species has done for eons of time. One of our oldest Valley residents.

I come again . . . and again . . . watching the male chase others away . . . the female digging 
. . . and digging . . . every few minutes . . . covering her eggs . . . again . . . and again . . . as 
her body weakens . . . repeating her duty . . . until she can no more . . . instinct . . . intrinsic 
instinct.

How do they know when to come? Where to go? Where to dig?

We have all our scientific studies . . . to learn their amazing life-cycle . . . how they overcome 
such obstacles . . . how they intricately make the right choices to keep their species alive. 
“Instinct”, I whisper to myself . . . “Intrinsic Instinct” . . . .

What about us? What instincts drive us to do what we do? What instincts pulled on us . . . 
guided us like the coho, to come home again . . . to this beautiful Valley? What is the purpose 
instinct brought us here together?

What instincts will you bring fourth this year . . . for the benefit of our species? Love? 
Happiness? Joy? Laughter? Friendship?

Let us pause . . . think . . . feel . . . and remember our instinctive guidance . . . and become 
who we really are . . . together . . . in this special place we call home. . . .

Valley 
Environmental 
News
by Debra Amerson

Help Prevent Bird Strikes 

Our home is often referred to as a tree house because of its large windows and beautiful sweep-
ing views of Doug Fir, Bay and assorted trees. We have southwest exposure which is wonderful 
and, offering prime viewing opportunities like many of our SGV neighbors to see lots of wild 
birds, squirrels, bats deer, fox, and occasional skunks. Large windows visually bathe us inside 
with nature’s greenery which is an enormous boost to the psyche during the dark and rainy 
winter months. 

 The downside of big windows is higher frequency of bird strikes… where birds fly head on 
into glass windows and French doors then, fall to the ground in shock! This makes me really 
sad and as a result, I’ve had to become an all too frequent bird rescuer. Using a towel to 
retrieve the stunned birds, I softly stroke their heads for comfort and sometimes sit with the 
birds for a long time. I give them droppers of water and allow them to rest in the towel until 
they are able to regain their strength and fly off—or they pass away!

 I recently decided that the birds near our house deserve a better chance at a longer life, so I 
turned to uncle google to research methods to prevent bird strikes. I found a website called 
BestNest.com and purchased some bird shaped warning decals that appear as black cutouts 
of birds on the inside window and the decals appear white on the exterior of the window. 
Apparently birds see the white decals and it alerts them that the window is a solid surface and 
to turn away. I applied them to the windows today and really hope that these decals really 
work. They are inexpensive and easily removable and I’ll let you know in the future if they 
actually prevent bird strikes. Happy Spring SGV!

Dirt First
by Will McQuilkin

Winter came late this year. Loma Alta was greying. Unlike last 
year, the rain waited for the year to pass before it fell. When it 
finally did, I remember watching through our kitchen window 

while the bright rain swirled about over the meadow, and dripped from the Bay trees 
overhead. 

The first rain arrives
Spills off the roof to the porch,
Soaks it ’til it shines.

Now the mornings are marked by cold fog resting on the Valley floor. The garden 
has fallen back into a period of death and decay that will return all energy to the 
earth. In spring, when this article will be published, that growth will be showing. 

To know what to do in your garden in the spring, or any other time of year for that 
matter, go for a walk in the woods. There are many between the the San Geronimo 
Valley and Nicasio. You will see Nature at her work, farming the forest using her 
perfect cycle: birth to growth, ripeness, death to decay. In spring you will see the 
growth. Buds will open, trees will unfurl new leaves, dew will glisten on the fresh, 
green grasses. All that has died in the winter will have fallen to the earth, to spur the 
spring’s growth. 

In early spring, it is important to be out in your garden, observing its young green-
ness. The beds need a healthy layer of compost that will leech into the soil during 
the last rains, and feed the summer crop. Perennials, especially young ones, need 
feeding to encourage their unestablished roots. Evergreens should be deeply watered. 
Rainwater should be stored in cisterns for later use. Any uncovered dirt should be 
“haired over” (grassed) to preserve its health. This is also the time to weed and pre-
pare beds for planting. Oh, and seeds should be sown into flats. Potatoes should be 
sown directly into the soil around Saint Patrick’s Day. 

If you are so inclined, building a compost pile is a fun garden chore that can be 
crafted any time. Building in the early Spring sunshine, when the birds flit from 
bush to tree, is a rewarding experience. 

Start by choosing a spot. The text I like to reference (How to Grow More 
Vegetables), notes that piles can be formed either above or below ground. The latter 

tends to be preferable, though, because underground piles can flood with water if it 
rains—a danger that must be considered in March. Piles can also be started with or 
without containers, though composting without a container is cheaper, given that the 
gardener won’t have to spend on wood and materials. The ideal location for a pile is 
under any deciduous tree (oak is best), but any shady spot will do. The shade and 
wind protection trees provide allows for an even moisture level inside the pile. But be 
sure to place the pile at least six feet from the trunk of your chosen tree. This ensures 
that the pile doesn’t become a home for harmful insects. Follow these steps to con-
struct your pile. 

1. Loosen the soil under your pile (9-16 sq. feet) 12 inches deep with a spading fork 
for drainage.

2. Lay down woody material (twigs, brush, etc.) 3 inches thick for circulation.
3. Lay a 2 inch layer of mature material such as dry leaves, straw, hay, or other dry 

waste. Water liberally.
4. Lay a 2 inch layer of immature material, such as lawn clippings, fresh weeds, 

kitchen scraps or other “green” waste. Water thoroughly. 
5. Cover lightly with a 1/2 inch layer of soil to prevent odor and flies. Water!
6. Repeat as materials become available until the pile is 3-4 feet high. 
7. Let pile mature for 3-6 months. Turning every 2-4 weeks will produce a ready to 

use pile faster, but turning once, or not at all will produce more compost by vol-
ume than an often disturbed pile. 

8. Water regularly until the pile is mature (it will be dark, and materials used will 
no longer be recognizable). Your pile should glisten after a watering. A mature 
compost pile will be one third to one fourth of its original size.

Adding compost to your soil, especially homemade compost, is an entirely gratifying 
experience. It is the best way to improve the soil’s structure and moisture retention. 
It also allows the gardener to practice the Law of Frugality by returning to the soil all 
that has been taken from it. 

If you are so inclined, you might even try building a compost directly on top of a bed 
set aside for a Fall crop. By building a compost on top of a bed, you will ensure that 
nutrients will leech down inside the bed, rather than an otherwise unused patch of 
soil. It also cuts down on the amount of work needed to start planting next season. 

“The garden lives by the Immortal Wheel 
That turns in place, year after year, to heal 
It whole.”
—Wendell Berry
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The River Otter Ecology Project
Seen a wild river otter? We want to know about it! The River Otter Ecology Project is a com-
munity science, research and education group studying the recovery of river otters in the Bay 
Area and beyond, with a field research focus in Marin. We aim to get everyone who likes otters 
involved, either as an Otter Spotter or in the field! If you see a river otter, please let us know 
by going to our website, riverotterecology.org, clicking on the Otter Spotter icon and filling 
in the form. While you’re there, check out our interactive map of otters around the Bay! For 
volunteer opportunities, please see our Volunteer page and join the fun! 

West Marin Senior Services
West Marin Senior Services has been helping older adults and those who care for them for 
over 40 years to help our neighbors grow older with dignity in their own homes. If that’s 
no longer possible, Stockstill House, our assisted living residential facility in Point Reyes, 
is an affordable long-term or recovery option. 

WMSS is committed to providing individual and community support for healthy aging. 
Our volunteer program is an amazing avenue for people who want to be involved in help-
ing others and they are essential to our goals and operations.

Our care managers conduct in-home assessments to identify hazards and work with fami-
lies to take some of the burden off the primary caregiver. We make referrals and provide 
resources for answering financial and medical insurance questions, help families navigate 
the medical maze, prevent crises and provide information about available options to 
ensure their aging parent is a blessing, not a burden.

Gan HaLev
Gan HaLev is the Jewish Congregation in San Geronimo Valley. It means Garden of the Heart, 
in Hebrew. 

Our programs take place mainly in the San Geronimo Valley and Fairfax. Gan HaLev mem-
bers and program participants come from all over Marin County. We are unaffiliated and 
consider ourselves to be post-denominational — our members come from diverse religious 
backgrounds and parts of the world. 

We are families with children, single-parent families, couples, and single adults of all ages, at 
all stages in the life cycle. We are an inclusive, inviting community in which we participate 
and experience Jewish life. Some of our events are lay-led and sometimes we hire rabbis and 
other leaders for specific events including Shabbats, High Holidays and other major holidays. 
We invite you to join us in co-creating Jewish experiences meaningful to you and the commu-
nity. 
In the spring we will be hosting the annual Interfaith Forum, at the San Geronimo Valley 
Community Center. Please call or email as below for more information, and visit our website 
www.ganhalev.org

For more information about Gan HaLev, please email shalom@ganhalev.org or call 
415.488.4524.

Wilderness Way
by Paul and Jean Berensmeier, Founding Family
At this early February writing, the native flowers are starting to bloom pointing the way 
to spring. You’ll read this in March, still time enough to take your family out to explore 
the riches of the Valley’s spring landscape. The rules for beginning hikers and children: 
Don’t pick anything or eat anything in the wild. A good place to start your adventure is 
in Roys Redwoods or the Giacomini Preserve. ). Hound’s Tongue can be found next to 
milk maids. Indian Warriors and Zygadene (Fremont Death Camus - beautiful but toxic. 
Look for trillium near the redwoods and brodaiea on the hillside. Then there’s the rich 
purple of the Coast iris and creamy to lavender Douglas iris’s. Unique Miner’s Lettuce 
is found everywhere – meadows, alongside the road, probably along your driveway. We 
bring baskets of it, washed of course, and let the school children feast. Cautious at first, 
the second pass has eager hands reaching out. Delicious in your salad bowl. Get out and 
hike. Go! 

San Geronimo Valley Affordable Housing Assoc.
The scarcity of affordable housing along with escalating rents continue to be among the most 
serious problems affecting our communities. SGVAHA has been providing information to 
homeowners and renters about new County ordinances that are intended to help with the situ-
ation. New regulations on Auxiliary Dwelling Units on their property including JDUs – Junior 
Second Units -- create affordable homes and can help homeowners with additional income. 
Another new County ordinance provides for non-binding mediation when a landlord plans to 
increase rents in excess of 5% in a twelve-month period. We have been providing Information 
on these and other issues affecting community housing through our mailing list. You can send 
an email to info@sgvaha.org and ask to get our newsletters. In other news, we are nearing 
completion of a two-year extensive rehabilitation project of the Forest Knolls Mobile Home 
Park! Horray! Kudos to our Board Member Kit Krauss who has been overseeing the project! 

San Geronimo Valley Lions
We are pleased to announce that we awarded and honored Aneice Taylor of In Spirit with our 
Annual Citizen of the Year award at our Holiday Party in December. Aneice has been helping 
quadriplegics stay in their home and address special needs since 1987. We are proud to help 
this organization and call Aneice one of our very valuable Valley residents.

The SGV Lions send out a huge apology to those looking forward to our Annual Crab Feed. 
Because of Mother Nature fresh crab was not available in time for our January 27th date. We 
were as disappointed as you. Thanks to all who donated their ticket refund to the Club; know 
that this money will go right back into our community. 

Look for the Blood Mobile at the Community Center on Thursday May 10th 1:30 to 6:30!

St. Cecilia’s & St. Mary’s
by Rev. Cyril O’Sullivan

The problem with our failed immigration system is the amount of years we are now 
talking about. Immigrants in this country 20 years to 40 years working, paying taxes 
and being good citizens. It is inhumane to break up families. It is inhumane to send 
people back to countries, as DACA who don’t know anything about these countries. And 
worse these countries cannot afford to accommodate their return. It is time to get our 
immigration system in order, out past mistakes solely belongs to politicians.

SGV Healthy Community Collaborative
About the Healthy Community Collaborative

Since 1996 the Community Center has hosted monthly meetings of the San Geronimo Valley Healthy Community Collaborative (HCC). The collaborative gives local organizations 
and individuals the opportunity to gather at the Community Center and share information about the work they do on behalf of our Valley community. Each member organization of 
the collaborative is invited to submit a short update on recent activities and information on upcoming events that reflect the collaborative community composition of the HCC. Each 
member organization is responsible for the content and accuracy of their submission. The HCC meets on the second Wednesday of the month 3:30-5 pm. If you would like to come to 
the meetings, send an email to dcort@sgvcc.org

River Otter at Point Reyes National Seashore. Photo Carlos Porrata
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San Geronimo Valley Planning Group
Founded 1972

- Fall 2017-18. Four (!!) salmon species spawning. January rain FINALLY brings salmon 
up stream. Jacks (2 year old coho salmon) were everywhere. What gives? Climate change?

- Golf Course—New owners—Trust for Public Land! The county has a lease and currently 
looking for a short term golf operator (February deadline). In the meantime, enjoy public 
access. Dogs allowed on leash. Spoilers: dogs off leash, owners leaving doggie “dumps” 
and illegal golfers hitting long ball’s endangering walkers. Soon the law suit will be 
behind us and community can enjoy county leadership on robust discussions of uses for 
community benefit.

- PG Water quality study – With a generous donation the PG sponsored a 2016-17 water 
quality study along 5 miles of SG Creek using PhyloChip technology, which is vastly 
superior to the method used by the county for the Woodacre Flats. Presentations made to 
membership and Supervisor Rodoni.

- New rebates available for removing wood stoves.

- PG monitoring a proposal for food service at the old Video West site.

JOIN US! www.sgvpg.org 

San Geronimo Community Presbyterian Church
We continue to upgrade for emergency preparedness and food distribution! We’ve added a new 
driveway and supply shed near the Train Station, thanks to Lani Bjork and friends.

All are welcome at these events:

Lenten Soup Suppers, March 7 and March 21 in the Edie Robinson Room - simple potluck 
suppers and program on “Varieties of Spiritual Practice.” Please call for more information: 
415-488-9318.

Palm Sunday, March 25 at 11:00 am: Palm Parade for children opens the service and the 
Valley Sing Team assists in worship leadership!

Maundy Thursday, March 29 at 7 pm: a quiet, contemplative service with passion story, 
hymns and communion.

Easter Sunday, April 1: 6:30 am Sunrise Service at the cross
  11:00 Celebration Service in the Sanctuary
  both services followed by a hearty brunch in the fellowship hall!

San Geronimo Community Presbyterian Church is at 6001 SF Drake Blvd, corner of Nicasio 
Valley Rd. Phone 488-9318. 

Salmon Protection and Watershed Network 
(SPAWN)
The Salmon Protection and Watershed Network 
(SPAWN), a program of Turtle Island Restoration 
Network, was built by volunteers who return 
week after week and come from all over the Bay 
Area to help restore the San Geronimo Valley 
watershed. Our volunteers have started the year 
in full force! This past January we had over 50 
volunteers assist in our native plant nursery 
and in the field with our restoration events. We 
asked one of our regular volunteers, Ken Wu, 
what he enjoys about volunteering: “I’ve always 
been an outdoors person who liked to come to 
Marin County to bike, hike and paddle,” he said. 

“Volunteering with SPAWN has added substance 
and depth to my outdoors experience.”

San Geronimo Valley Emergency Fund
The San Geronimo Valley Emergency Fund has been serving our community sine 2000.
We are dedicated to providing financial help to qualifying applicants who are experiencing 
hardship due to unforeseen circumstances. Our board decides awards on a case by case 
basis. We serve the four villages of the san Geronimo Valley.

Over the years we have averaged a total of $12,000 per year in grants to the needy resi-
dents of our community. We would like to give thanks to our many generous donors 
without whose help we could not help the people who need it. All, a big thank you to all 
who came and purchased our baked goods at the annual Holiday Fair.

West Marin’s Visitation Impacts: 
Transient Occupancy Tax Proposal

by Dennis Rodoni
West Marin’s natural beauty and historical attrac-
tions draw many visitors to the area and its 
popularity continues to grow. Although tourism is 
part of our history and vital to our economy, the 
reality is that tourism is stressing county resources. 
Residents from Dillon to Muir Beach, have 
noted that the abundance of visitors is negatively 
impacting their communities. 

For example, accommodations set aside for serving 
visitors affects available housing stock which leads 
to a reduction in full-time residents and subse-
quent difficulty in finding/retaining employees for 
local businesses. Visitors also increase demand on 
county infrastructure and stress already overly-bur-
dened services such as waste removal, law enforce-
ment, safety personnel, and our volunteer fire 
departments.  Although we have an obligation to welcome visitors (the California Coastal 
Commission mandates we provide accommodations for citizens visiting the seashore) we 
must find a balance between supporting our rural communities and accommodating visi-
tors.

To help mitigate the impacts of tourism, I propose a ballot measure to increase the 
Transient Occupancy Tax (TOT) in West Marin. TOT is a tax on those that rent accom-
modations for a period of less than 30 days. It is not a tax on the short-term rental busi-
ness operator; it is a tax on the renter/visitor, which is collected by the operator on behalf 
of the county. The current TOT rate in West Marin is 10% and these funds go directly 
into the county’s general fund, which pays for a variety of local services, such as public 
parks, fire protection, local law enforcement, historical and environmental preservation, 
infrastructure improvements and maintenance. 

Due to its popularity, West Marin generates approximately 75% of Marin’s yearly 3.4 mil-
lion dollars of TOT taxes. Yet, West Marin is expensive to maintain. For example, West 
Marin accounts for 89% of the total county geographic area for fire coverage, and 58% 
of fire calls originate and serve West Marin. Additionally, 47% of the total 421 miles of 
county maintained roads are in West Marin. 

Under the proposed ballot measure, the suggested TOT increase from 10% to 15% 
would pertain only to West Marin. The additional 5% revenue would not go into the 
general fund; instead it would be held separately to benefit a newly defined “West Marin 
Tax Area”. This area would encompass Muir Beach to Dillon Beach, Nicasio to the top of 
Big Rock ranch, and the San Geronimo Valley to the top of White’s Hill. This measure 
would require a two-thirds majority vote by registered voters in that new tax area and an 
advisory group consisting of residents, business leaders, and county staff would oversee 
the funds. 

How would the new TOT funds help? 60% of the additional TOT funds collected 
would be designated for long-term housing support. The remaining 40% would be allo-
cated for fire and emergency services (split between the volunteer fire departments and 
the Marin County Fire Department for use within the West Marin Tax Area). 

As your supervisor, it is my responsibility to find solutions to our communities’ complex 
problems. This new funding stream would be a good start towards mitigating the negative 
visitor impacts on our West Marin communities. With your help and collaboration, I’m 
confident we will find the additional answers we need. 

This proposed TOT ballot measure is just in the planning stages. I look forward to hear-
ing your thoughts and ideas, not only regarding the TOT tax, but the issue of visitor 
impacts at large. Please feel free to call me at (415) 473-7331 or email me at DRodoni@
marincounty.org if you would like to discuss this or any other proposal.

Ken Wu, SPAWN volunteer
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Movie Muse
by Peter Oppenheimer

Photography is truth. Cinema is truth 24 times a second.
- Jean Luc Godard 

Fifty years after Jean Luc Godard helped set off the New Wave film movement with such 
declarations as the above, I wouldn’t any longer say that photography or cinema is “the truth,” 
but I do maintain that cinema (like any great art) can get at the truth in ways that easily 
escape us in the hurry-burry of our daily doings. This year at the closing ceremony of the 
22nd International Film Festival of Kerala, the festival chairman pronounced from the stage, 
“Opening windows to the other and making us more compassionate to the other has to be 
rated as the greatest success of this year’s IFFK.” Very true.

This year’s IFFK featured 190 films from 65 countries, screened over 8 days in 14 different 
venues with 5 daily showtimes each. For me, and many others of the 11,000 delegates with 
an all-access pass, the week played out like a fever dream of demons and angels in human 
form. What struck me as a theme this year was the outrageous courage and ingenuity of the 
oppressed, neglected or severely challenged to continue to live lives of meaning and grace, 
sometimes even revolutionizing their own and/or our worlds in the process.

This year I watched 23 films from 18 different countries. Imagine in eight days seeing the 
landscapes, homes and families of Israel, Iceland, Mexico, Iran, Hong Kong, Argentina, 
Indonesia, France, Lebanon, China, England, Chile, Norway, India, Palestine, Greece, Japan, 
and Algeria. Dizzying, right? And that’s not even taking into account the myriad stories being 
played out through the characters in each film.

The morning of the second day I was bewitched by a film from Iceland, The Swan, a mysteri-
ous and lyrical, take on a wayward 9-year-old girl’s initial experience of rural and farm life, 
where she has been sent to spend the summer with relatives after some unspecified misbehav-
ior. In an opening scene at a dinner table Sol’s mother sighs, “You were so good when you 
were little.” To which Sol replies, “I still am, sometimes.”

Next we are transported by bus 
with Sol to and through a vast 
and majestic landscape where 
her mother’s aunt and her hus-
band are running a farm. Sol is 
warmly greeted by the wife, who 
then muses, almost to herself, 
“You don’t have the eyes of a 
thief.” Sol calls her mom crying, 
“Everything is so old here and 
smells weird. Can’t dad just come 
pick me up?”

We learn early on that Sol is 
impressively composed and 
observant of nature and people. 
We get to see both the grander and the details of nature through her wide eyes. She readily 
undertakes many chores on the farm, feeding the chickens brushing the horses, leading the 
cows out to pasture, even helping give birth to a calf, to whom she develops an intimate bond, 
sitting nightly with the calf and telling it fabulous stories, of her own imagining, about a girl 
stuck in a dream.

Another major thread is the developing relationship between Sol and a male seasonal worker, 
who is an outsider like her and whom she intuits, like her, enjoys words better than people. 
Another thread is the return home of the farmers’ daughter from college and her complicated 
relationship with the worker and with Sol. 

Throughout Sol is trying to make sense of the world around her, such as the slaughter and 
serving of her beloved calf and the tensions and reversals of young adult romance. In the pro-
cess she gets to know herself and comes to cherish her relationship with nature and animals. 
It’s a very interior view we get of Sol in The Swan. It feels like a privilege to enter the young 
girl’s inner world, which it turns out is very much like entering a river and experiencing 
therein the several deep calm pools, swirling eddies and pockets of turbulence that make up 
her inner life. 

Like The Swan, the Indonesian film The Seen and Unseen is also directed by a young woman, 
about a younger one, and is equally enchanting. Magic, Myth and melodrama mix easily in 
this story of another young girl, Tantri, who is losing her twin brother, Tantra, to a brain 
tumor. 

We first meet Tantri outside of Tantra’s hospital room hovering at the door refusing to come in. 
Next we see flashbacks of her and her brother playing together in the high grass, bathing together 
in an irrigation canal, sharing food and putting their handprints side by side in the mud.

Finally in the dead of night she enters the moonlit hospital room and finds her brother putting 
on a shadow puppet play, of his own devising, behind the hospital room curtain. Briefly it is 
like old times. Back at home she gets up at midnight and imagines him there, singing with her, 
after which she performs a graceful moving dance of prayer before the full moon.

Back in the hospital room their way of connecting with each other and making even a little 
sense of what is happening to him and to them is through music, singing and dance. With 

intricate face and body paint they perform an elaborately stylized cock fight dance. This and 
a series of other mystical, choreographed dance sequences, some with many children joining 
them, would themselves be worth the price of seeing this movie. But there are equally deep 
undercurrents of art and spirituality beyond the dance.

The Seen and Unseen viscerally demonstrates how Dream-Art-Life-and-Prayer are all of a single 
piece in Indonesia, and therefore ultimately indistinguishable one from the other in Indonesian 
sensibility, culture and spirituality.

My very favorite film at this year’s IFFK was the rousing tour de force, Djam, by the reliably 
superb Romani (gypsy) director Tony Gatlif, whose previous films, Latcho Drom and Swing, I 
found similarly beguiling. Djam is the name of our protagonist, a free spirited and musically 
gifted young Greek woman from the Greek island of Lesbos who gets sent on an errand-laden 
road-trip by her uncle to fetch an essential spare part for their fishing boat, pay a debt of his 
and finally to collect any valuables from his recently deceased grandmother’s house.

Djam, herself, is thoroughly infected with the spirit of dance, dancing even while working, 
while lying down, and even in the midst of chaos, uncertainty and challenge. Along her way, 
she meets Avril, a 19 year old French girl, who had been on route to volunteer in a health cen-
ter at a Syrian refugee camp when her boyfriend ditched her in Istanbul, taking with him all 
their money. Not knowing that Djam is a gypsy spirit who is most often sleeping by the road-
side, Avril asks if Djam can put her up. Avril (and we) are in for a wild ride.

Djam is remarkably impetuous. At one point she just tosses the old boat rod (which she’s tak-
ing to be re-machined) aside, saying it’s too heavy. Then when she repents or relents, she has 
to use her street-smart wiles to get the rod back from a boy who has found and taken a fancy 
to it. Wherever she goes Djam engages and charms strangers with her music, which is called 
Rebitiko, “a mélange of Greek and Turkish music,” which can be at once heart-breaking and 
uplifting. Both the music and the lyrics embody the human spirit in its most resilient and 
transcendent in the face of societal ills.

Djam takes us on a wondrous road-tip during which Djam and Avril undergo numerous 
adventures and trials and at one point squabble and part ways, but the message throughout 
seems to be that there is no misfortune that can’t be cured (or at least greatly relieved) by some 

communal music and dance. The movie is really about exile and finding one’s homeland again 
through song. Djam makes a rousing case for the proposition that so long as we have songs in 
our heart and have each other, whatever fate throws our way can ultimately be accepted and 
transcended.

It is not a mere coincidence that in these times of the “Me Too” and “Time’s Up” movements, 
these three special, moving and uplifting films, two of which were directed by women, all 
showcase the sensitivity and tenacity of the female spirit.

A number of loyal readers of Movie Muse have rightly complained that at the time of publica-
tion most of the films I discuss are not in theaters and yet to become available for streaming. It 
occurs to me that one solution to this problem would be to go to sgvcc.org, click on “publica-
tions,” then “Stone Soup” and read some previous Movie Muse columns. Most of those films 
should now be available online for some sort of streaming. Good luck and happy hunting.



 SGV Community Center Stone Soup Page 17

Milestones
Congratulations to all of the San Geronimo Valley and Nicasio student athletes who have 
been in the news during the high school winter sports season on the basketball, soccer, and 
wrestling teams. It was awesome to see that the Drake High School wrestling team won 
their first ever MCAL championship. Valley coaches including varsity coaches Jim Purkey 
and Mike Davidson and junior varsity coaches Daley Cort and Jay Soladay anchored the 
girls high school basketball program.

With Respect
Judy Wirtz Memorial Bicycle ride to Wildcat Beach. On February 16, 
2018 Charlie Wirtz, Gina Smith, Margit Pirsch, Marian Cremin, and 
Heather Janssen went on a special bicycle ride in Judy’s memory. Judy 
lived in the San Geronimo Valley for close to 50 years. In January, Judy 
passed away and she will be missed by the entire Valley, her husband 
Charlie, daughters Liz and Laura, and grandsons Dylan, Jacob & Nico.

Walter Kassoway 1941–2018
by John Beckerley

Good bye my friend. I first met Walter when I moved to the Valley in 1976, he was my 
neighbor. He had moved to San Geronimo in 1974 with his wife, Thelma (Weiss.) They 
had just left the ‘responsible-hedonism’ commune where they were living.

He welcomed me to the neighborhood and community and asked if I played basket-
ball. “Yes, I’m a pretty good player!” He invited me to the Saturday morning game at 
the Lagunitas School Yard. The game included Richard Reeser, Don Holmlund, Gary 
Giacomini, Steve Adams and a host of other neighborhood players. He introduced me to 
the game that still takes place every Saturday morning 42 years later. What a gift! Walter 
gave it to me and it is still the highlight of my week.

You could see Walter, Chuck Ford, Jim Miller running throughout the Valley on any given 
day, they were running brothers. Walter also served on the Lagunitas School Board with 
Chuck and Jim from 1979 to 1983. Walter was so proud to be a member of the School 
Board and make decisions that would enhance our children’s daily lives and education. 
When Walter’s knees could no longer endure the pounding of running he turned to bicy-
cling and, as he did most things, it was with a dedicated fervor. He loved his rides with 
a great group of friends. I believe his Friday rides were very special to him. On Friday 
February 16th Walter had his last ride, as he apparently suffered a fatal heart attack, as he 
was riding down a hill. We always hear the cliche, “they died doing what they loved doing 
best,” I believe in this case it was for Walter..

Walter spent his carrier as a Speech Teacher at the College of Marin. His most popular course 
he taught was Interpersonal Communications, his classes were always filled with eager students. 
Walter lived a life of Interpersonal Communication, as all that knew him would attest. He was 
the loving father to Ben and Anna Kassoway; brother to Richard Kassoway and Geri Axler; 
and ex-husband to Thelma Weiss, Roberta Adams, and Marjorie Kurzman. 

Walter celebrated his 77th Birthday in January. 

Henry Froneberger Jr. passed away on January 5, 2018. Henry was raised in North Carolina. He 
served in Vietnam in 1968-69 and upon his return he joined Vietnam Veterans against the War. 
Henry earned his law degree in Washington DC and worked as an attorney with the Department 
of the Interior. Henry moved to San Francisco in the early 1970’s and he married the love of his 
life Liz in 1983. In 1990 Henry joined John Burroughs in Point Reyes Station where they prac-
ticed law together for many years. Our hearts go out to Liz, their sons Jacob and Eli and all of 
Henry’s family members and friends.

Gael Hunt took flight with the angels on July 31, 2017 surrounded by loved ones. Gael grew 
up in Marin County attending school at St. Anselms, Marin Catholic, and Drake High School. 
Gael earned a Special Education teaching degree at Domincan University and she taught in the 
Dixie School District and at the Marin County Office of Education. In retirement, Gael honed 
her artistic skills and participated in many local art shows. Currently her work is displayed in the 
gallery at the Two Bird. Our hearts go out to Gael’s husband Doug, her children, Casey, Sean and 
Roma and her grandchildren Dillon, Madeline, Gael, Patrick, and Munroe.

John Bernarding lived in the Valley for 43 years where he built his own home and created a life 
for himself and for his family. John grew up in Pittsburgh Pennsylvania and attended college 
at Michigan State University. During college John was active in the civil rights movement and 
against the Vietnam War. John hitchhiked across the country and settled in the San Geronimo 
Valley. John was a paperboy, a caddy, a steelworker, a teacher, a postman, a carpenter, and a real 
estate agent. John was a story teller, a musician, and an avid sports fan. Our hearts go out to 
John’s children Katie and Matt and their mother Margaret Bernarding.

We were sad to hear that Jim Poppe recently passed away. Jim was a long time Valley 
resident and along with his wife Renee raised their family here in the Valley. We will have 
more information about Jim in our next issue of Stone Soup. Our hearts go out to Renee 
and the entire Poppe family.

We were also sad to hear that Bill Blanton recently passed way. Bill was a stalwart member of our 
Valley community. He was an anchor member of the San Geronimo Valley Lions Club, the San 
Geronimo Valley Affordable Housing organization, and was a Trustee on the Lagunitas School 
Board when his children attended the Lagunitas School District. Our hearts go out to Bill’s wife 
Patty and his entire family. We’ll have more on Bill in the next issue of Stone Soup.

Sunday, June 24th, 3 pm

Michael McQuilkin Family Music Hour XV
Community Center Courtyard
$10 suggested donation

Join us for a special evening and afternoon of music featuring 
some of the Valley’s greatest musical talent! Hear the Chavez  
family singers, Tealy Gapinski, Kira Thelin, the McQuilkins,  
and other featured performers along with the Valley All-Star 
band, Tim Cain and the Lagunitas Horns. 

Come find out why this event has been packed every time—it’s 
so much fun! Bring the whole family—it’s a great reunion for the 
returning college students and everyone else.

KIDS WELCOME! “Music brings families together!”

Continued from page 10
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We have 30+ years of working in the San Geronimo Valley.

Offering full services of Septic/Dirt/Landscape  
expertise including steep and hard access.

We work with all types of septic systems, new and old.

Free advice.

All discussions strictly confidential.

24 Emergency Work.

Bob Penner
Cell (415) 302-0720
License #A902943
email: pennerbob@yahoo.com

H A R D  S C A P E ,  I N C .
Working with the earth since 1980



Regular Meetings and Events
Community Center Board mtg. 2nd Thursday 6:00 pm Comm Center
Artists’ Receptions 2nd Sunday 4:00 pm Comm Center
4-H Meeting 1st Monday 6:30 pm Lag. School
Healthy Comm. Collaborative 2nd Wednesday 3:30 pm Comm Center
Lag. Ed. Foundation (LEAP) mtg. Last Thursday 7:00 pm Lag. School
Lions Club Dinner 4th Thursday 7–9 pm Two Bird Cafe
SGV Al-Anon Family Group Thursdays 7–8 pm Presby. Church
SGV Planning Group  2nd Monday  7:30 pm WW Env. Ctr.
School Board mtg. 3rd Thursday 6:00 pm Lag. School
Senior Lunch Every Monday Noon Comm Center
Senior Lunch Every Thursday Noon Comm Center
Serenity Knolls After Care mtg. Every Tuesday 7:00 pm Comm Center
WIC Board Meeting 3rd Tuesday 7:00 pm WIC
Rainbow Playgroup Every Tuesday  10–noon Room 9
Rainbow Playgroup Every Thursday  10–noon Room 9
VERG (Valley Emer. Response Group) 3rd Thursday 7 pm WW Env. Ctr.
Woodacare Garden Club 3rd Saturday 9:30 am Oval Park

Community  
 Calendar

Adult 
Classes  
at the  
Center 
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March
Sat 3 8:30 am Dads and Kids Pancake Breakfast LOFT
Sat 17  5 pm Annual Youth Talent Show Lag MP Room
Sun 18 2–4 pm Off The Wall Freewrite Comm Center
Sat 24 7:30 pm Swami Beyondananda & Scott Grace Comm Center
Sun 25 11 am Palm Sunday Parade and Service Presby Church
Sun 25 9:30 am & 11:15am Palm Sunday Services    St. Mary’s
Fri  30      Passover begins at sunset

April
Sun  1 9:30 am Easter Service    St. Cecilia’s
Sun 1 11 am Easter service Presby Church
Sun 1 11:15 am Easter Service St. Mary’s
Fri 6 8 pm Joseph Bacon guitar recital Comm Center
Sat 7 8:30 am Dads and Kids Pancake Breakfast LOFT
Sat   7    1 pm    Spring Art Show Group Photo Shoot     Comm Center
Sat   7     Spring Art Show application deadline    Comm Center
Tue 10 5:30 pm Lagunitas Brewing Co. Fundraiser Lag Brewing Co
Sun 15 2–4 pm Off The Wall Freewrite Comm Center
Fri 20 6:30 pm Dirty Cello Comm Center
Sat 28  2-7 pm Open Classroom Annual Fundraiser Lag MP Room

May
Sat 5 8:30 am Dads and Kids Pancake Breakfast LOFT
Wed  9    8-10 am      Spring Art Show sign-in  Comm Center
Thu 10 1:30–6:30 pm Blood Mobile Comm Center
Fri  11    6:30 pm      Spring Art Show Reception  Comm Center
Sat 12 Noon-6 pm Spring Art Show Open to the Public Comm Center
Thu 12 7:30 pm Rivertown Trio Comm Center
Sun 13 Noon-6 pm Spring Art Show Open to the Public Comm Center
Sat 19 6 pm Lagunitas School District’s Valley Visions TBD
Sat 19 Noon-6 pm Spring Art Show Open to the Public Comm Center
Sun 20 Noon-6 pm Spring Art Show Open to the Public Comm Center

June
Sat 2 8:30 am Dads and Kids Pancake Breakfast LOFT
Wed 13 6 pm     8th Grade graduation    Lag School
Thu  14       Last day of School  Lag School
Mon 18 9 am Summer Day Camp Starts Loft
Sat 23 4 pm SF Mime Troupe Lag School
Sun 24 3 pm Family Music Hour XV Comm Center
Mon 25 9 am Summer Bridge Starts Comm Center

DAY CLASS TIME TEACHER CONTACT START DATE  
Mondays Core and Strengthening Fitness 8:45–10:00 am Susan Chavez   Ongoing
Mondays Exercise for Altacockers 10:45–11:45 am Carole Alter   Ongoing
Tuesdays Corematics 7:30–8:30 am Susan Chavez   Ongoing
Tuesdays Exercise for Altacockers 8:45–9:45 am Carole Alter   Ongoing
Tuesdays Yoga Based Functional Movement 9:30–11 am Eloice Christensen   Ongoing
Tuesdays T’ai Chi Long Form 10:00–11 am Vicki Chase 488-4213 Ongoing
Wednesdays Core and Strengthening Fitness 8:45–10:00 am Susan Chavez   Ongoing
Wednesdays Yuan Gong 9:00–10:00 am  Amy Matthaei 342-3579 Ongoing
Wednesdays Exercise for Altacockers 10:45–11:45 am Carole Alter   Ongoing
Wednesdays Korean Karate 4:45–5:45 pm Ramon Pruitt   Ongoing 
Wednesdays Yoga Level 1-3 7:00-8:30 pm Patty Brockley   Ongoing
Thursdays Corematics 7:30–8:30 am Susan Chavez   Ongoing
Thursdays Handwork Group 1:30 pm Victoria Saxe   Ongoing
Thursdays Yijinjing 1 pm Joseph Vigneri
Fridays Core and Strengthening Fitness 8:45–10:00 am Susan Chavez   Ongoing
Fridays T’ai Chi Long Form 9:00–10:00 am Kenn/Vicki Chase 488-4213 Ongoing
Fridays T’ai Chi Short Form 10:00–11:00 pm Kenn Chase 488-4213 Ongoing
Fridays Meade’s Watercolor Basics 10:10 am–1:00 pm Marty Meade 488-4210 Ongoing

Community Center Staff Directory
and Phone Extensions
Dave Cort, Executive Director . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . .415-488-8888 ext 224
 dcort@sgvcc.org
Nicole Ramirez, Director of Human Services and Youth Programs 
 nramirez@sgvcc.org . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 415-488-8888 ext 254
Jack Sayers, Director of Operations . . . . . . . . . . . . 415-488-8888 ext 251
 jsayers@sgvcc.org
Rebecca Teague, Development Coordinator. . . . . . 415-488-8888 ext 253
 rteague@sgvcc.org
Larry Rippee, Visual Arts Coordinator/Events . . . . 415-488-8888 ext 252
 lrippee@sgvcc.org
Julie Young, Childcare Coordinator . . . . . . . . . . . 415-488-4118 ext. 309 
 jyoung@sgvcc.org
Poko Giacomini, Human Services and Facilities Coordinator. 
 pgiacomini@sgvcc.org . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .415-488-8888 ext 250
Howie Cort, Gym/LOFT Coordinator  . . . . . . . . 415-488-4118 ext. 219
 hcort@sgvcc.org
Buck Chavez, Family Advocate - Gym/LOFT . . . 415-488-4118 ext. 218
 gym@sgvcc.org
Amber Smith-Dulin, Family Advocate - Gym/LOFT 
 asmith-dulin@sgvcc.org . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 415-488-4118 ext. 218
Will Hubert, School Linked Coordinator . . . . . . . . 415-488-4118 ext 219 
  whubert@sgvcc.org
Robin Hendrickson-Nelson, VAST Coordinator 415-488-4118 ext. 506
 vast@sgvcc.org
Zoila Berardi, Family Advocate - Gym/LOFT. . . . .415-488-4118 ext, 309
Sophie Davidson, Family Advocate - Gym/LOFT . .415-488-4118 ext, 309
Alyssa Gleason, Family Advocate - Gym/LOFT  . . .415-488-4118 ext, 309
Lhasa Yudice, Family Advocate - Gym/LOFT . . . . .415-488-4118 ext, 309
The LOFT . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 415-488-4118 ext. 218
Gym Office  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 415-488-4118 ext. 219
“Zoila’s” Childcare Center  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 415-488-4118 ext. 309


