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Rolling Stones
by Dave Cort, Executive Director

A Golden Opportunity to Celebrate the 
50th Anniversary of the San Geronimo 
Valley Community Center.

WOW!!! As you have most likely figured out this issue 
of Stone Soup is dedicated to celebrating the 50th anni-
versary of the San Geronimo Valley Community Center 
and inviting our entire Valley to the October 5, 2019 
celebration. I am very excited for this celebration that 

will bring generations of Valley residents together. 1969 was an amazing year on the local, 
the national and international levels. This past summer I have been fascinated watching 
documentaries about the Moon Landing, Woodstock, the Vietnam War, Joe Namath, and 
the Amazing Mets. It was quite a year when the Lagunitas School Board of Trustees gave a 
short-term lease to Jean Berensmeier and authorized a group of families with young chil-
dren to create the San Geronimo Valley Art Center.

At this event we are looking forward to honoring our past, celebrating our community 
today, and looking toward our future. Over the summer we researched who our Founders 
were and all of the community members who have served as Board members at the 
Community Center over the past 50 years. We hope that many of these people will join us 
on October 5th at the Community Center, in the Community Gym and on the Lagunitas 
School campus.

Here is the list of former Board members that we have put together. All of the people on 
this list will be our honored guests at the October 5, 2019 event. 

San Geronimo Valley Art Center, Cultural Center, and Community Center Board 
members 1969 to 2019. We could not have evolved into the Organization that serves 
the community today without these amazing volunteers.
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Volunteerism - Building 
the Next Generation of 
Community
by Alexa Davidson

In the last six months, since starting the 
San Geronimo Valley Community Center’s 
NextGen programs, a new wave of young, 
energized, and innovative volunteers have been 
flowing into the Center. Young adults, mak-
ing their way back to the Valley after college, 
travels, and various other adventures, are ready 
to make this place home again. NextGen vol-
unteers are showing up and making an impact! 
Through the NextGen Board of Directors, 
Affordable Housing working group, event sup-
port, fundraising, cooking, and so much more, 
our NextGen are showing up in force!

Our NextGen Board of Directors is growing and chang-
ing the way young people can volunteer at the Community 
Center. With access to real decision making power, mentor-
ship opportunities, and an avenue into significant communi-
ty change, we are grateful for the committed group of people 
who have added their time and value to the Center. Owen 
Clapp, Sophie Davidson, Mari Nakagawa, Neal Chavez, and 
Sophia Tolbert are the founding members and we are eager 
to continue its growth. 

Mari Nakagawa and Katherine Wethington have taken on 
leadership of the West Marin Housing Action group as well 
as the production and execution of a NextGen focused radio 
show, Hollow in the Land, on KWMR. They show up weekly 
to put work into their projects and rally others around them. 

Breeze Kinsey shared his time as our resident NextGen chef at 
the Movie in the Courtyard fundraiser. He whipped up a taco 
feast as well a vat of guacamole meant for a small army. At 
the movie night he was assisted by NextGen sous-chefs Sophie 
Davidson, Neal Chavez, Will McQuilkin, Mari Nakagawa, 
Tealy Gapinski, and Alexander McQuilkin who also volun-
teered their time making popcorn, contributing to the bakesale 
and selling tickets. This core group has been pivotal in imple-
menting new programs and show up for whatever set-up, clean-
up, or special project we need them for. 

In our Community Center’s history, we have carved out 
incredible communities for seniors, youth and families, art-
ists, students, and more. Young adults are often lost in the 
shuffle of challenging transitions. As the Community Center 
approaches its 50th Anniversary, we are committed to creating 
a sense of community within our walls for young adults. We 
are embracing the future!

If you are a young adult (16-30) living in the valley and inter-
ested in volunteering, finding a community, and making an 
impact, join us! Drop into Co-working hours on Mondays 
from 4pm-6pm and Wednesdays from 1pm-3pm held in the 
Community Center Living Room.

Thank you to our NextGen volunteers. This Community Center is yours for the future and 
we are so grateful to have you here! Just imagine what the next 50 years will bring!
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John Adams
Carole Alter
Alejandro Alvarado
Gisela Alvarado
Linda Amari
Debra Amerson
Anita’s 5th-6th  

grade class
Kristy Arroyo
Manny Arroyo
Elizabeth Ayers
Andrew Bailey
Bard Bailey
Karen Batres 
Al Baylacq
Lisa Baylacq
Jean Berensmeier
Lee Berensmeier
Paul Berensmeier
Geoff Bernstein
Diane Bramevele
Barbara Brauer
Larry Brauer
Sarah Brewster
Bruce Burtch
Mary Chapman
Alan Charne
E.J. Chavez
Laurie Chorna
Arnie Cicchetti 
Rev. Kate Clayton
Harry Cohen
Daley Cort
Dorothy Cox
Teresa Dallara 
Kevin Danaher
Katie Davidson
Mike Davidson
Samantha Davidson
Gaetano De Felice
Dominican Nursing 

Students
Tim Ezekiel 
Anne Faught
Janelle Fazackerley
Jim Fazackerley
Jerry Feickert
Stephanie Fein
Jeff Felland 
Roberta Floden 
Laura Flores
Chuck Ford

Lila Friday
Kevin Gladstone
Tealy Gapinski
Mallory Geitheim
Andrew Giacomini
Antony Giacomini
Susi Giacomini
Judy Hall
Miyo Hall
Cio Hernandez
Mike Howe
Maureen Hurley
Lars Johnson
Muniera Kadrie
Dahlia Kamesar
Geri Kientz
Bryce King
Bev Kinsey
Jean Kinsey
Steve Kinsey
David Kleinberg
Michel Kotski
KWMR Radio
Skye La Ponte
Linea Larsen
Wendy Lee
Larry Levine
Jennifer Livingston 
Rich Lohmam
Aura Tantatel Lopez
Al Lubow
Savannah Mangold
Jon Marker 
Esther Martinez
Noah Marty
Joyce McGhie
Pat McGraw
Will McQuilkin
Catherine McQuilkin
Michael McQuilkin
Bud Meade
Kevin Meade
Marty Meade
Stacy Messerschmidt
Carl Miller
Jeff Miller
Elaine Nehm
Legal Aid of Marin
Jon Newman
Greg Oden
Open Classroom 

Students

Peter Oppenheimer
Para O’Siochain
Marcia Phipps
Allison Puglisi
Dave Puglisi
Cody Rahn
Laura Ramirez
Molly Rea
Revolution 9
Shery Rice
Elena Roncaglia
Dave Rosen
Marty Rosenblum
Schawkie Roth
Tiya Arian
Angelo Sacheli
Isabelle Salcedo 
San Geronimo 

Preschool
Terry Shea
Barb Scott
Liz Seabury
Rosemary Sharp
Laura Sherman
Richard Sloan
Connie Smith Siegal
Jay Soladay
SPAWN Interns
Kendra Stanley
Charlie Startin
Hillary M. Stock
Sean Sullivan
Beth Cooper Tabakin
Tom Tabakin
Katie Terwilliger
Jasper Thelin
Kira Thelin
James Tolbert
Josephine Tringale
Amy Valens
Tom Valens
Juliette Valente
Paul Valente
JeanA Warner
Wavy Gravy
Conrad Williams
April Wolcott
Woodacre Garden 

Club
Karen Worth
Ted Wright 

VOLUNTEERS
The following people volunteered in the Community Center’s Food Bank, Senior Lunches, Arts and 
Events, School Readiness, School Dances, Gardening and Maintenance. Thank you!!! We apologize if 
anyone was accidentally left off the list. Please let us know and we will add your name!

NextGen Board Meeting, l-r Sophia Tolbert, Neal 
Chavez, Sophie Davidson, Mari Nakagawa

Movie Night Popcorn Team, 
l-r Will McQuilken, Tealy 
Gapinski

Movie Night Chefs, l-r Sophie Davidson, Neal Chavez, Mari Nakagawa, 
Breeze Kinsey

NextGen Affordable 
Housing Group Leaders and 
Radio Hosts, l-r Katherine 
Wethington, Mari Nakagawa



Human

Page 4 SGV Community Center Stone Soup

Services

Food Bank
Emergency food  distribution is offered two days a week, year round to Valley families. 
Staffed by local volunteers, the Food Bank is supported by the Marin Community Food 
Bank and by generous donations from local Valley people and service organizations. 
Information is provided on nutrition and healthy eating, and, when available, fresh surplus 
produce from the School-Community Garden is offered to Food Bank clients. 

The Food Bank needs volunteers. Can you help on Thursday mornings at 9 am or after-
noons at 4 pm? Call Nicole 415-488-8888

The Community Center Food Bank is open Monday from 9: 00 am – 5:00 pm and Thursday 
afternoons from 2:00–5:00 pm. 

Food Bank Banter
by Nicole Ramirez

The Summer landed and is slowly leaving our Valley. The San Geronimo Valley Community 
never missed a beat during the summer months. We continue on with our ongoing pro-
grams and add programing for children who are on summer break. Our summers are always 
busy, and we embrace the responsibility of providing for our community during the hot 
months of summer. The need for a hub of the community doesn’t end because the season 
changes. 

The summer season provided our community with bountiful seasonal food that made it 
through the Food Bank. Strawberries, nectarines, plumes, grapes and watermelons were 
available every week. Our Thursdays are never dull. The Food Bank, Senior Lunch, Ping-
Pong, Knitting, Book Cart and Jazz in the West Room gives this place a pulse throughout 
the entire year. 

The Community Center is a place for our community to bond, to share food, to listen to 
music, and enjoy some amazing art that hangs on the walls surrounding all this entertain-
ment. It is during the summer when we are visited by people who are traveling and come 
upon this amazing place by accident or curiosity and are truly mystified by what we offer. 
We also gain and lose volunteers because of travel. It is a constant flow of energy and people. 
 
A group of young volunteers from Hands on Bay Area worked at the Community Center 
for two days in the heat this summer. They landscaped, mulched and cleared to make this 
place look beautiful. Many thanks to all who participated. We welcome volunteers and love 
it when we can get big projects done so we can continue our efforts of providing a space and 
place for our community members.

We look forward to the Fall when we will be celebrating the Community Center’s 50th 
Anniversary on Oct. 5, 2019.

Hope to see you all!!!! 

Senior Programs, 
Activities and Services at 
the Community Center
The San Geronimo Valley Community Center is excited to offer healthy and interac-
tive programs for people of all ages. We are especially proud of our programs for people 
60 years of age and over – our Senior Lunch, our cultural events, art shows and much 
more. We also have an electronic newsletter with updates every few weeks with new 
information and lunch menus. Send an e-mail to Nicole Ramirez at nramirez@sgvcc.org 
to have your name added to the list.

We are offering ongoing programs here at the Center to keep our lives vibrant. There 
are also an array of classes that are reasonably priced listed in our Stone Soup Catalog. 

Ongoing Programs:

Senior Lunch Mondays and Thursdays at Noon

This very popular program has been operating since February 2009 at the Center. We 
have delicious well-balanced meals brought in from the kitchens of Good Earth Natural 
Foods with new menus every week. All the main courses have great sides and salads 
and fresh fruit. It’s the happening event for a healthy meal and great conversation with 
neighbors and friends. Suggested donation for seniors is $3 a meal and for others the 
charge is $6 per person. 

Emergency Food Pantry Thursdays at 1-2 p.m. in the West Room for people attend-
ing the Senior Lunch. Fresh nutritious food—fresh produce, dairy, canned goods, eggs, 
chicken – to prepare healthy meals at home. (The Food Pantry is also open on Mondays 
from 9am-5pm).

Mah Jong Learn how to play or play with others on Friday afternoons from 1:00 until 
3:30 in the Living Room at the SGVCC. Bring your set if you have one. 

Ping Pong Thursdays at 1pm after Senior Lunch. A free program in the Community 
Gym. Also, Sundays from 6–9 p.m.

Jazz in the Afternoon Thursdays at 1:30 p.m. in the Valley Room following Senior 
Lunch. Every week a Jazz combo with Judy Hall and friends play great music for all to 
enjoy. Free

Growing Old Gracefully–A Senior Peer Counseling Group, Wednesdays from 10 to 
11:30am. Volunteer counselors help senior members of our community sort through 
the transitions and realities of aging that we all face: the loss of independence and con-
trol, isolation, and declining physical health. Limited to 10 seniors. Sign up with Sarah 
Brewster at 415-488-0419.

Senior Book Club Meets the second Monday of each Month at 1 p.m. in the Living 
Room. Please contact Carl Miller at psycarl@gmail.com

Excercise for Alta Cockers Mondays and Wednesdays at 10:30am-11:45am; Tuesdays 
at 8:45am-9:45am in the Valley Room. This class is fun! In one hour you will warm up, 
stretch, dance, (sometimes ballet or Latin, belly dance, jazz, waltz and more) Tai Bo & 
Qi Gong. All working together organically and synergistically adding up to one hour of 
“Doing the Right Thing” and we get to Yiddish too. Oy! 

Handwork Group
Living Room Thursdays at 1:00 p.m. following the Senior Lunch. Knitters, quilters, 
embroiderers, weavers, hand stichers, crocheters and crafters in a fun and relaxed 
environment. Don’t hesitate to drop in. Everyone is welcome. All levels of skills from 
experts to those just getting started. Learn the basics, tricks, or follow complex patterns. 
Knitting is Zen. Practice makes perfect. 

Volunteer Opportunities We have many ways that seniors provide support to the Center 
for its various programs and activities. Please call Nicole at 488-8888, ext. 254 if you have 
some time to spare and we will try to find a job that fits your interests and schedule.

Pickleball Thursday evenings from 5:30-9 pm in the Community Gym.

Senior Stolls Mondays at 1 pm following Senior Lunch. 

Bridge Class Wednesdays at noon.

LOFT After School Program for 4th through 8th graders
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 3:00–5:30 pm
Wednesday 2:00 – 5:30
Friday 3:00 – 5:00
Call the LOFT at 415.488.4118 x218 for more info.
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NextGen
by Alexa Davidson, NextGen Coordinator
NextGen Art and Activism

The San Geronimo Valley Community Center was founded 50 years ago as an Art Center—a 
place for creativity to flourish and artists old and young to connect and share. Gathering around 
art has remained at the heart of our Community Centers programming. The Community 
Center’s NextGen program, serving young adults, is proud to join the ranks of Valley artists and 
continue this tradition. 

On July 17th, the Community Center displayed our first 
NextGen Art Show in the new Living Room Gallery. 
Nineteen year old artist Emilia Hernandez of Lagunitas 
shared a collection of her work including sketches, portraits, 
like drawings, and paintings. The community showed up 
in force and the gallery filled with multiple generations of 
friends, family, former teachers, and passersby, eager to see 
the work of a young Valley artist. In the guest book attend-
ees left comments, love notes, and even drawings of their 
own complimenting Emilia on her work. One attendee 
wrote, “I love the three canvases, especially the play between the 
gesteral, atmospheric background shapes and the more precise, 
defined illustrations. Also the faces on the 4x6 rectangles are 
so uniquely wacky and riveting.” In the gallery, other young 
artists Ben Jensen (20), Amin Al-Jamal (21), and Lavetta 
Clarke-Poets (21) expressed their desire to share their talent 
in a show of their own, all of which are coming soon! 

Behind the scenes, NextGen artists of various mediums are meeting weekly with a slightly 
different mission - to use art as activism. Art has long served as a dynamic form of activism, 
combining emotion and strategic planning to make an incredible impact. Our NextGen partici-
pants are fierce defenders of equity, the environment, civil rights, and access. NextGen Art and 
Activism meetings consist of peer-to-peer support, inspiration, collaboration, and accountability. 
Sometimes the most difficult part of art and activism work can be remaining inspired through 
the process. This group holds space for the importance of this work, bringing together like-
minded people interested in contributing to change and beauty in West Marin and beyond. 

Calling all activists, artists, and passionate NextGen humans to join us! Follow us on instagram 
@westmarin_nextgen or email NextGen Coordinator Alexa Davidson: adavidson@sgvcc.org to 
find out about meetings and how to get involved! 

West Marin Coalition for 
Healthy Youth (WMCHY)
by Alexa Davidson
July 1st marked the beginning of the new contract year for the West Marin Coalition for 
Healthy Youth (WMCHY), a West Marin wide collaborative coalition working to prevent 
underaged substance use and abuse. We have a vibrant group of partners and our Core Team is 
growing as we recruit new sector partners from law enforcement, local business, media, youth 
serving organizations, schools, government, and parents and youth. It takes a village to support 
our West Marin youth, young adults, and families and we are so grateful to all who are joining 
us in this cause.

This year we are shifting our focus to the creation of a Wellness Center at the San Geronimo 
Valley Community Center. Modeled after the Tam District Wellness Centers on the high 
school campuses, the West Marin Wellness Center offers a place for holistic wellness services 
and a home for the prevention work of the WMCHY. As a geographically isolated community, 
the Wellness Center aims to bring support services to the Valley, eliminating the barriers many 
young people face when they attempt to find support. Young people will gain access to sup-
port groups, drug and alcohol counselors, therapy services, and education. Parents will gain a 
hub for resources, education, and connection, demystifying the challenges of supporting young 
people through adversity and transition. 

We are also thrilled to be increasing our collaboration with Marin Healthy Youth Partnerships 
(MHYP), the Ross Valley underaged substance use and abuse prevention coalition. With 
many West Marin residents attending high school at Drake, they bridge the gap for many of 
our families. They are presenting a very exciting event with David and Nic Scheff, the father/
son duo behind the brilliant books Tweak, Beautiful Boy, and their newest book High. Mark 
your calendars for October 16th from 7pm-8:30pm for a special event with Nic and David at 
Dominican University. 

If you are interested in joining the WMCHY as a community partner, we invite you! Please 
email adavidson@sgvcc.org to learn more! 

Financial Emergency? 
There are three local nonprofit organizations that may be able to provide small grants 
to families or individuals in need. These are generally one–time grants for such items 
as car repairs, utility bills, or other necessities. Also the local Lions Club can help with 
prescription eye glasses.

San Geronimo Valley Emergency Fund provides financial assistance to members of 
the Valley community in times of need. Pick up an application at the Community 
Center or request one by mail from Rosemary Sharp at 415-488-4225.

West Marin Community Services uses a portion of its Thrift Store profits for a dis-
tribution fund available for use by low-income Valley residents. The fund supports 
unmet needs that tend to fall through the cracks of our care system. Contact Socorro 
Romo, 663-8361, or sromo@westmarincommunityservices.org.

The San Geronimo Valley Lions Club offers financial aid to Valley folks who need financial 
assistance to purchase prescription eye glasses. For more information e-mail Chloe Cook at chlo-
ecook@comcast.net

NextGen activists march in the Woodacre 4th of July Parade for climate justice. 

Artist Emilia Hernandez (19) stands 
proudly next to her former Open 
Classroom art teacher, Amy Valens. 

Tonight’s Sky (Sept–Nov)
by Rich Lohman
Something that most of you already know about the sky is that the same stars and the same 
constellations appear at exactly the same time year after year. There are the well-known winter 
constellations of Orion, Taurus and Gemini. There are the summer constellations of Sagittarius 
and Scorpius. There is, of course, the Big Dipper (Ursa Major) which is visible year round but 
at different positions around Polaris, our pole star in the North. There ARE changes that are 
occurring in these patterns, but it would take centuries or millennia for us to notice them. 

On the other hand, I find that many do not realize that it’s not the same for planets. The name 
“planet” comes from the ancient Greek meaning “wanderer”. And that is precisely what the planets 
do. They “wander” through the zodiacal constellations along a line called the “ecliptic” by astrono-
mers. Each planet has its own pace which depends on its distance from the Sun. Rarely seen Mercury 
moves the fastest, followed by Venus, followed by Mars . . . .and so on. For example, at the begin-
ning of September Venus will be “in” the constellation Leo, although she’ll be too close to the Sun at 
sunset to be visible. A month later, however, she’ll be in Virgo. And at the end of October and into 
November she’ll be between Libra and Scorpius and giving us a beautiful “evening star” just after 
sunset. Although you may not remember reading this in late November, we have a wonderful treat 
in store for us on Thanksgiving night. Just after sunset in the western sky we’ll have a 3 planet lineup 
of Saturn, Venus and Jupiter, going from left to right. A tiny crescent moon will also be in the mix. 
We’ll still have that lineup into early December, so I’ll remind you then.

Meanwhile, back to the planets and back to early September. Saturn and Jupiter will still be 
the “stars” of the show. Look directly south at about 8:30 pm. Saturn will be very slightly east 
of south, just above the teapot in Sagittarius. Jupiter is to the right in Scorpius and just above 
a very bright and reddish star, Antares, the heart of the scorpion. Saturn will have a slightly 
yellow color. Jupiter will be whiter and brighter. They’ll both be visible till nearly midnight. If 
you have a chance, take a look at both of these through even a small telescope. You’ll easily see 
the rings of Saturn and 4 tiny moons of Jupiter. Even with binoculars, you might be able to 
see Jupiter’s moons. To steady the binoculars, hold them against a post or side of a building.

For more info or questions, email me at richneal@pacbell.net. 
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Lagunitas School District
by John Carroll

Back to School

When school starts this year, I will no longer be a Lagunitas School District parent. The 
younger of my two children graduated in June, marking the conclusion of a twelve-year 
span. It may take me a few weeks to get used to that. 

As I look back over the last dozen years, my clearest feeling is gratitude. I am truly thank-
ful that my children were able to attend such a unique school, a place that values each 
child for who they are, that recognizes their talents, challenges and quirks and provides a 
flexible, nurturing environment where students are able to grow into confident teenagers 
ready for the next step in their education. 

For newer families, I want to offer you my assurance, not only as the Superintendent 
and head cheerleader for the school but as a fellow parent, that your child is entering a 
wonderful place. When we enrolled our daughter way back in 2007, long before I joined 
the district as an employee, I must admit I was skeptical. There was no “regular program” 
and we had to choose between three alternatives. Parent participation was expected and 
valued. Test scores did not seem to be important to anyone. Teachers were called by their 
first names and students were encouraged to choose learning activities and to solve social 
challenges with adult guidance rather than teacher intervention.

As time went by, I got used to the things that make our school different and have gained 
a profound appreciation for what makes us different. Chief among those things is a series 
of teachers and support staff who cared deeply about our kids. They took a genuine  
 

interest in them and got to know their strengths, challenges and idiosyncrasies. They were 
patient and persistent, always appearing to believe that our children (and all others) were 
capable of learning and social/emotional growth even at difficult moments.

As I watch my children and their peers continue in their education beyond Lagunitas, I 
can clearly see the positive affect that this learning environment provided. More impor-
tant than the academic content they gained was the ability to advocate for themselves, to 
own their pathways as learners and develop a cooperative yet independent outlook toward 
education. 

As we begin the 2019-2020 school year, our administration team and Board of Trustees 
could not be more optimistic. All three of our programs have built on past successes, 
adjusted instructional strategies, worked with their colleagues and their parent groups 
to ensure great student experiences and outcomes. We are in the midst of developing an 
updated long-range plan. Our financial situation is looking secure in the near future and 
better than we had predicted last spring. We have some new roofs, clean and safe facilities 
and some minor upgrades to some of the buildings. 

Most importantly, we have caring, enthusiastic and well-rested teachers and support staff 
in place (both new and veteran). We know that the spirit of the Lagunitas School District 
is alive and well and will continue to provide our local children with a unique child-
centered learning environment as it did for my children and for so many others over the 
years. 

Welcome Back!

Youth Programs 
by Nicole Ramirez

Playgroup for Children 0-5years 
Tuesdays & Fridays 10am-noon 
Join the valley Playgroup for fun, FREE, playtime. Playgroup takes place in the San 
Geronimo Valley Community Centers’ East Room on Tuesdays and Fridays from 10 am-
noon. Accompanied by parents, grandparents, and caregivers’ children are able to meet 
new friends, socialize, explore and have fun. 

Tuesdays from 10:15am-11am the FLAGship Literacy bus visits the SGVCC and offers 
storytime and activities. 

Summer Bridge
This amazing FREE 5-week School Readiness Program had 16 student participants this 
summer. Students who participated are enrolled in Open Classroom, Montessori and 
one student from Nicasio school. This summer was filled with fun and learning for the 
entering kindergarteners. The class was held in Zoila’s aftercare class Rm. 2 on the upper 
campus Monday- Thursday 9am-noon. We explored both campuses, the garden, the barn-
yard and of course the play structures. Students made friends and became familiar what a 
day in kindergarten might be like. Our intention in offering this program is to provide an 
easy transition into kindergarten for students. Go class of 2032!!!! 

Zoila’s Aftercare for grades K-3rd
We welcome the new school year 2019/20 at Zoila’s aftercare. Zoila’s is open M-F from 
12noon- 5:30pm for kindergarten through 3rd grade students. Kindergarteners are picked 
up from their class and walked to aftercare by a staff at noon. Students 1st -3rd grades 

arrive at 3pm everyday except Wednesday early dismissal at 2pm. Arts, crafts, tasty healthy 
snacks and fun all week. 

The Loft
The Loft is an amazing space for 4th-8th graders to come hang out after school. The Loft 
offers so much to do with air hockey, Dance Dance Revolution, Foos ball, art projects, 
and not to mention that students have the gym access as well for some great exercise. Loft 
membership for the school year is $300.

VAST 
The San Geronimo Valley Community Center’s after school tutoring program, VAST, 
offered its first ever entering middle school preparation program. The 4-day week started 
off its days with an hour of Emotional Literacy (EL) with Cory Van Gelder. Students 
discussed how it feels getting teased, how they can support a friend who may be hurting, 
and so much more. Students from the Open Classroom, Montessori, and new incoming 
to Lagunitas, attended the preparation week giving them valuable time getting to know 
each other before school starts. Students also reviewed math concepts with VAST tutor, 
Sharone Lang and language arts with Tiffany Joseph. The week finished off with Sharone 
playing guitar and singing for the students while they danced with excitement.

The Valley After School Tutoring Program (VAST) offers one-on-one tutoring and 
homework help for students at affordable rates. For more information contact Robin 
Hendrickson-Nelson VAST coordinator at vast@sgvcc.org or at 415-488-4118 ext.506

For more information about any Youth Programs please contact Nicole Ramirez at 
415-488-8888 X 254 or nramirez@sgvcc.org

VAST



San Geronimo Valley Community Gym
by Howie Cort and Buck Chavez 
Hot Fun in the Summertime!

The LOFT and Gym were buzzing with all sorts of new activities this past summer. Read on 
about the new summer programs we offered. We will continue to aspire and seek out new 
opportunities to create, collaborate and innovate fun and exciting activities for all ages!

Cooking Camp
We held our very first cooking camp up in the LOFT. Eight chefs from 4th through 8th grade 
joined Amber and Howie for five amazing days of cooking. We prepped and cooked six hours 
a day. The kids learned knife and math skills in the process of prepping many different types 
of meats, vegetables and fruits. We BBQ’d chicken skewers on the grill, made pizza dough and 
sauce and cooked it on a grill by the garden. We even toasted and peeled hazelnuts! We made 
the classic Roman pasta dish: Pasta e Ceci. Our chefs learned about taste sensations and to use 
the terms salty, bitter, acid, sweet, sour and umami to describe what they tasted. We ate what 
we cooked communally. By the end of each day we were all tired, but happy, when we sat 
down to eat the delicious food we made together. We’re looking forward to our cooking camp 
next summer!

Summer Camp
Friends, Sun and Summer Fun!
We rolled right into our five-week Summer Camp, celebrating our first week with the 4th 
of July parade in Woodacre. The tradition of our campers throwing candy along the parade 
route has not waned in 19 years! Thanks to Bob Penner for pulling us along, with our First 
5 campers, down the parade route with his truck! As always, our camp was so sweet and laid 
back. Every morning our campers began their day playing with Lego’s, drawing creatively 
and playing together. They made creations with glue guns and spent many hours making 
friendship bracelets and necklaces for each other. They custom colored their own backpacks, 
made birdhouses, Shrinky Dinks and everyday someone would beam with a gigantic smile to 
show us what they had designed and constructed out of re-cycled cardboard! We played soc-
cer croquet on the 11th green of the golf course and hiked the back 9. We made our favorite 
zucchini muffin recipe more than once! We spent every Friday taking the Community Center 
van to explore Open Spaces around Marin including: McNear’s Beach, Paradise Beach Park, 
and Chicken Ranch Beach. We ended our final day of camp with a trip to Stinson Beach. We 
BBQ’d and invited parents to join us. The kids were in the cold Pacific until it was time to go 
home. As Camp Directors, one of our summer highlights was we got to observe our Junior 
counselors, Jaslyn, Miely, Crystal and Esme, from the SGVCC Job Training Program, grow 
individually and begin to develop their roles as responsible, caring leaders and mentors for our 
campers! Everyone had so much fun. Thanks to our counselors Cade and Cyrus. See you next 
summer!

Our First Annual Bobcat Basketball Camp
Wow! We had a great turn out for our first ever Bobcat BBall Camp for kids 4th through 7th 
grade. Led by coaches Molly Soladay and JoJo Clark-Poets, the hoopers were guided through 
four fun-filled days of skills, drills and scrimmages. Most of all, Molly and Jojo made it fun 
everyone. Whenever I peeked my head through the gym door everyone was smiling, laughing 
and having a great time. I’m really looking forward to our second annual Bobcat BBall camp 
next summer! In the meantime, go and check out Molly and Jojo this upcoming basketball 
season and watch play them for the Drake High Girl’s Varsity basketball team! 

Flying Dutchman Gymnastics Camp
The first two weeks of August, our Community Gym was transformed into a 1st class gymnas-
tics-training center. Coaches Dirk and Carrie covered the entire gym in all sorts of mats with 
various elements, parallel bars, a high bar and all sorts of other equipment. We were totally 
excited to share our facility and collaborate with a camp of this caliber. 

Our Weekly Programs . . .

Mountain Bike Program: Our riders will be churning their pedals on our Valley trails with 
coaches, Emile Izzy and Julia on Wednesdays and Thursdays right after school dismissal. 
Riders learn to challenge themselves, build their self-confidence, appreciate our natural world, 
along with learning good bicycle handling skills and strengthening their bodies all at the same 
time! 6th, 7th and 8 grades ride on Wednesdays. 3rd, 4th and 5th graders crank their pedals 
on Thursdays. For more info about the program this school year contact Emile at: emilemul-
holland@gmail.com or Howie at: hcort@sgvcc.org for more info. 

GirlBall: GirlBall has returned to the gym on Wednesday nights at 5:30 pm. GirlBall originated 
before the gym was completed. For two years, on Monday nights, a group of dedicated women 
gathered on the school black top and played some serious basketball! We moved our game into the 
gym when it was completed in January of 2010. The time has come….GirlBall is back, ladies! High 
school aged girls and up are invited to take it to the hoop! Work on your crossovers and floaters on 
Wednesdays @ 5:30 p.m. Contribute $2 to $5 to help keep the gym in good shape!

Men’s Open Gym: Bring your hops and jumpers to the gym at 7:00 p.m. on Wednesday 
nights. Shoot free throws to get in the first game. Games move quickly. You’ll be sure to get in 
a good run. With a great view out the back window and a maple floor – what could be better? 
Help us keep the gym lights and doors open by contributing $2 to $ 5 in our Gym $$ bucket 
when you come to play. 

Pickle Ball: Have you checked out the newest, hottest court game? It’s called Pickle Ball. It’s a cross 
between table tennis and tennis. You play with a plastic racquet and a heavy wiffle ball. We have 3 
courts laid out on the gym floor. We’ve had an incredible turn out with parents bringing their chil-
dren on the earlier side of the evening, couples playing doubles together and apart and single players 
mixing and matching on each court. It’s a great work out and what’s even better you can get some 
serious rallies going. The court is small enough that you don’t have to cover a lot of ground and it’s 
great for your reflexes because you have to react quickly to the ball. Interested? Join us on Tuesday 
and Thursday nights, at the gym, at 6:00 p.m. You’ll get a workout, meet some great people and 
learn to stay “out of the kitchen”! For more info contact Jack at: jsayers@sgvcc.org

Senior Thursday and Sunday Table Tennis: Are you looking to improve your game, serve or vol-
ley? Well . . . we have the place for you to do it. On Thursdays, seniors are invited to the gym on 
Thursday afternoons after the SGVCC Senior Lunch for Table Tennis get together. These folks may 
be termed “seniors”, but they are not messing around. Jack, who runs the Thursday Table Tennis 
gatherings, works up a sweat when he volleys with these so-called “seniors”. I can’t think of a better 
way to spend a couple of hours on a Thursday. Show up at the gym at 1 p.m., get a work out, meet 
new friends and become part of the SGVCC Thursday Table Tennis group. Don’t miss out the fun! 
On Sunday nights, you’ll see the glow of the gym lights on as you drive down SFD. Jack Sayers 
sets up tables all over the gym for those interested in honing their table tennis skills. Balls are flying 
and paddles are a blur as players go toe to toe in lightning fast volleys. But that doesn’t mean you 
shouldn’t join in. Everyone is welcome no matter what skill level you have. Jack will help you with 
your serve and guide you in sharpening your skills. Play starts at 6 p.m. Come on by and see what all 
the fun is about. You can email Jack at: jsayers@sgvcc.org, if you want more information on how get 
involved in the Table Tennis fun!

GET READY TO REGISTER FOR ST. CECILIA’S CYO!
Register to play in the Instructional League for 3rd Grade: Boys and Girls
Register to play on a Boys’ or Girls’ 4th to 8th grade team
On-line registration opens on Monday, September 16 and closes on Friday, November 1st
Registration fee: $200 per player, $180 sibling discount
$50 uniform fee: if you have not purchased one or need a larger size
For more info, email Howie at hcort@sgvcc.org or call 415.488.4118 ext. 219

Fall Gym Schedule:
Monday:  Co-Ed B-Ball    5:30 pm - 7:00 pm
Tuesday:  Pickle Ball   6:00 pm - 8:30 pm 
Wednesday: Girl Ball    5:30 pm - 6:30 pm 
   Men’s Open Gym   7:00 pm - 9:00 pm
Thursday:  Senior Table Tennis  1:00 pm - 3:00 pm
   Pickle Ball   6:00 pm - 8:30 pm 
Sunday: Table Tennis   6:00 pm - 9 :00 pm
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Contributors 
Contributors May 15, 2019 to August 15, 2019

Clayton Akazawa
Nadia Al-Samarrie
Bob and Cathy Baker
Al and Lisa Baylacq
John Beattie
Kathy and John Beckerley
Benevity
Dominic Berardi, Berardi Tile
Patty Blanton
Kevin and Karen Bradley
James Bramiette
Hanson Bridgett LLP
Patty and Mark Brockley
The California Endowment
Tom and Beth Carmody
James Clapp
Matthew Cohen and Sasha Gulish
Dave and Howie Cort
Burrill Crohn
Kevin and Megan Dailey
Massoud Dehdashti
Dana and Anthony Depalma
Peg Duggan and Bob Shiner
Rudi Dundas
Mike and Leslie Durkee
Marc Elias Cleaning Service
James Farley
Gerald and Geraldine Fleming
Arthur Gallagher & Co.
Alix Geller
Martha Girard
Alyssa and Gary Gleason
Linda Gomez
Meg Gould
Jed Greene
Richard Hillstead
Steven and Joan Hopkins
HSC Services
Jorstad, Inc.
George and Virginia Kerbs
Amos and Kristina Klausner
Laura Kradjan-Cronin
Ken Kula
Lagunitas Brewing Company
Lagunitas Grocery, Loring Jones
Kelly Lawson and Kelly Hunt-Miceli
Abby Lipman and Bill Painter
Steven Mack
Meghan Maloney and Timothy Grimmer
Michael Marinas
Alec Marlow McCarthy
Michael and Catherine McQuilkin
William and Suzanne McQuilkin
Michael McShea
Daniel Morrison
Pete and Amy Nestler, Nestler Construction
Roger Peacock
Ben and Heather Podoll

Steve and Carol Rebscher
John Richard
John C. Rodgers
Helena Roth
Michelle and John Rutledge
Eric and Tracy Sands, Sands Construction
Serenity Knolls
San Geronimo Community Presbyterian Church
Nancy Isaac Simmons
John Slater
St Cecelia Church
Robert Steinberg
Myra Terziev
Leelee and Justin Thomas
Paul Thompson, Thompson Builders Corporation
Toby’s Feed Barn, Inc.
Phi-Long Tran
Union Bank
Ted Van Midde, III, Van Midde & Son Concrete
Annette Varady
Greg Vernal
Chris Whitaker
Kate Wilson
Woodruff Sawyer & Company
Ted Wright and April Wolcott

Grantors

California Endowment
Community Development Block Grant
County of Marin
Dino J. Ghilotti Foundation
Endurance Fund
Enterprise Holdings Foundation
First Federal Savings and Loan
Freitas Foundation
George Lucas Family Foundation
Hartford Foundation for  

Public Giving
Lagunitas Brewing Company
Marin Charitable
Marin Community Foundation
Marin First 5
Nathan Cummings Foundation
Olympic Club Foundation
Presbyterian Hunger Project
Reliance Fund
San Geronimo Valley Lions Club
Stanley S. Langendorf Foundation
West Marin Community Services
West Marin Fund
Jack and Patty Wright Foundation
Union Bank Foundation
United Way
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Thank You!
Community Center Contributors
by Rebecca Teague, Fund Development Coordinator
Big thanks to everyone that participated in the survey we sent out in July! With the incredible 
support and guidance from Vikki Garrod at Marin Community Foundation, we asked you all 
to tell us what you found most compelling about the Center and where you would like us to 
point our scope as we head into the next 50 years. The responses we received from this 4 ques-
tion survey filled us with immense gratitude and pride . You told us that community is more 
than just the word in our name. It’s the sense of belonging, safety, connection and reassurance 
that people find here. The Center serves as the town hall, the spiritual center, the emergency 
gathering place, the beloved child care center, the gym, the art class, the communal gathering 
place, the exercise class….for the entire San Geronimo Valley and Nicasio. We bring our com-
munity together, physically and emotionally. We were described as Michelle Obama on the 
weekend, someone’s mom when you were growing up you thought was awesome and a Saint 
Bernard’s heart in a lovable mutt’s body. There is love in the hallways. Camaraderie in the food 
pantry. And there is joy in the everyday. In our next issue of Stone Soup we will publish the 
complete results of the survey.

Our 50th Anniversary seems like a golden opportunity (pun intended) to celebrate this glorious 
community. Please join us on October 5th, 2019 for an incredible day! Exceptional local bands, 
Valley Games, an art opening, mural painting, family fun and more. We can’t wait to be with 
you all as we honor the past and enthusiastically embrace the future. 

Donate today to provide vital locally based and locally driven programs and services.! Any 
amount helps fund our critical services here in the Valley. You can make a recurring or one-
time gift through our website www.sgvcc.org, by sending in a check, coming in to see me or by 
giving me a call at 415-328-7988. Other ways to financially support the Community Center 
include contributing stocks, bonds, real estate or a vehicle, or by joining our Deepening Roots 
Legacy Circle by making a planned gift to the Community Center through your estate. The fol-
lowing individuals, businesses and grantors have made generous contributions between April 30, 
2019 , 2019 through August 15, 2019. We are so grateful for this community!

Wildfire Preparation 
by Dave Cort
All of us in West Marin cherish the beautiful environment that we experience every year in 
September and October. The weather is amazing, crowds of tourists move away, and the scen-
ery is incredible.

However, the level of anxiety for all of our residents is greatly increased after our experiences in 
the fall with the multiple fires throughout the state, the Mt. Barnabe fire last October, and the 
recent Spirit Rock Fire in August 2019.

I wanted to let you all know that our Community Center is working closely with Marin 
County Fire Department, Valley Emergency Readiness Group, Lagunitas School District and 
the Marin Interagency Disaster Coalition (MIDC) to be fully prepared this fall. Our staff 
member, Poko Giacomini is currently on the Executive Committee of MIDC. We are fully pre-
pared to open as an Evacuation shelter if called upon by the Marin County Fire Department.

Collaboration, Preparation and Communication is the key!!!

Make sure you are doing the following: This is not a complete list.

• Have a family communication plan if there is an evacuation warning or order
• Know your neighbors
• Register at www.alertmarin.org
• Go to nixle.com
• KWMR is a great local resource, www.kwmr.org
• Have your Wildfire Evacuation checklist in sight

We are all in this together during fire season.

Book Launch & Upcoming Projects
by Owen Clapp 
A very big thank you to the overflow crowd we had at our book release party on August 17th! 
It was inspiring to see so many people united in their love for our Valley and its history. And 
it was an honor to welcome Coast Miwok descendent Lucina Vidauri to the Valley and to 
acknowledge her ancestors’ presence here. It was also a privilege to welcome Marin historian 
Dewey Livingston and the descendents of Adolph and Ann Mailliard to our midst. 

Building on that momentum, we have a number of exciting projects in the works. 

In addition to our Instagram (@sgvhistoricalsociety) and Facebook pages (also @sgvhistoricalso-
ciety), we now have a website up and running at sgvhistoricalsociety.org. The website was made 
possible by the grant from the Marin County Community Service Fund program that we men-
tioned in our last Stone Soup article. We are grateful to have received a small award thanks to 
Supervisor Rodoni and the entire Marin County Supervisor’s office! 

On December 1st we will be launching a monthly house concert series in historic homes around the 
Valley. The intimate shows will be limited to 20-25 people and will feature either NextGen musicians 
or musicians from beyond the Valley; the shows will raise funds for the Historical Society, as well as 
the West Marin NextGen group. Our first concert takes place in one of Woodacre’s oldest homes and 
features GRAMMY-winning jazz violinist Evan Price. Tickets will go fast! 

We are still on the hunt for a modest museum and archive space in the Valley to host exhibits and 
store valuable photos and artifacts. If you have a space, or know someone who might, please don’t 
hesitate to reach out. Please stay tuned for more upcoming book talks this coming Fall and Winter! 

Books and house concert tickets are available directly through the SGVHS by emailing con-
tact@sgvhistoricalsociety.org. We would love to hear from you.

The Mailliard family mansion kept watch over the Woodacre Valley for 
almost 90 years (then referred to as Mailliard, and earlier, as Right Hand 
Valley) from its construction in 1873 through its unfortunate destruction 
by fire in 1958. The 12-fireplace home sat on the site of today’s Woodacre 
Improvement Club. (Courtesy Private Collection.)
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With Respect
Long time Woodacre resident Kay Winchester passed away in late August. Our hearts 
go out to the entire Winchester Family. We will include more about Kay and her spe-
cial life in the December issue of Stone Soup.

Marge Rector who lived in Sausalito and had an artist studio in Woodacre also passed 
away in August. Over her long career Marge created 364 paintings and over 2000 
drawings and participated in 166 art shows. She continued to actively paint until age 
88 and maintained a website for her art at www.magerectorart.com. Marge is survived 
by her husband Floyd, brother David Bullen, daughters; Lynn, Ruth and Janet, four 
grand-children; Gabrel Munch, Marijke Munch, Justin Charshaf and Nicole Crossley, 
and five great grandchildren; Lucas Goodman, Ezra Goodman, Kyle Charshaf, Riley 
Charshaf, and Madeline Crossley. Her rescue dog Yoshi became Queen of the Couch 
and her best friend and companion.

Milestones
We would like to welcome Father Ngoan V. Phan as the new Pastor at St. Cecilia’s Church 
in Lagunitas and St. Mary’s in Nicasio.

Father Phan will be installed on Sunday, September 22nd at 9:30 am at St. Cecilia’s. Bishop 
Bill Justice will officiate.

8th graders Jacob Carter and Pete Sanford just put the finishing touches on their joint bar 
mitzvah project and it’s ready for your enjoyment! The boys are hoping community mem-
bers will borrow and donate amazing books from all genres for all ages.

The Valley’s newest free little library is stationed at Woodacre’s Central Park next to the 
perfectly situated reading benches. Pete and Jacob can’t wait for the library to fill up with 
all your favorites and recommendations! Enjoy their process pics attached! 

Marin County Parks
It feels good to get outside in green space! Research shows that spending 
time in nature provides diverse and significant health benefits, reducing 
biomarkers for mental and physical stress. That’s why many Marin resi-
dents make exploring the wonders of nature part of everyday life. But for 
some people – seniors with mobility issues, financially disadvantaged kids, 
the developmentally disabled – accessing Marin’s beautiful parks and pre-
serves is not so easy. 

For six years, Breathe/Respira grants have supported community programs that help 
more people enjoy Marin’s stunning natural parks and preserves. This year, grants total-
ing $190,000 were awarded to fourteen non-profit organizations, including the West 
Marin Environmental Action Committee (EAC), San Geronimo Community Center, and 
Tomales Bay Youth Center. The grants, administered through Marin County Parks, focus 
on programs that organize outings, build awareness of public lands in underserved com-
munities, or help overcome barriers like lack of transportation.

Through these community grants, West Marin public school students take free EAC field 
trips to Roy’s Redwoods, Agate Beach, and Bolinas Lagoon. The trips combine recre-
ation and education, teaching kids how to document plant and animal sightings with the 
iNaturalist App. Tomales Bay Youth Center uses the grant to fund bike and skate clubs. 
It maintains a stable of free bikes and organizes group rides that teach kids to love nature 
and stay active. San Geronimo Community Center, a social hub, offers a variety of classes 
and programs for West Marin kids and seniors. 

Reaching out to diverse communities also benefits Parks, broadening understanding of the 
wide range of people served. Griffin Anderson, a ranger who participated in an EAC out-
ing, grew up in Lagunitas. “One of the parents mentioned to me how thrilled she was to 
see a Lagunitas kid grow up to become a park ranger. That made my day!”

For more information about applying for Measure A funded community grants visit 
marincountyparks.org.

EAC outing to Roy’s Redwoods



Arts & Events 
Once Again . . . Kate’s Cafe
By Roberta Floden

Of all the many celebrities who have made their homes in the Valley these past years, cer-
tainly one of the most beloved was Kate Wolf. Indeed, she might possibly have been one of 
the more important folk singer/songwriters of her time. Certainly she was one of the most 
memorable. Even now, more than 30 years after her untimely death in 1986, Kate Wolf ’s 
legacy is palpable. 

 In her last years, Kate chose to make the San Geronimo Valley her home. Once here, she 
became so much more than her public persona. She was generous with her time and talents. 
She was a part of Valley life. As a SGVCC board member, she organized and performed 
at benefits to raise money for local needs. One of her pieces, “San Geronimo Valley,” was 
written to honor the place that had begun to mean so much to her. In 1987, a year after 
her death, volunteers installed the Kate Wolf Memorial Patio in the area that fronts the 
Community Center. Soon after, to keep her spirit alive, the Center sponsored “Kate’s Cafe,” 
a series of open mic evenings that operated successfully for almost 20 years.

Woodacre residents Juliette and Paul Valente 
didn’t live in the Valley when Kate Wolf made 
her home here, but they were longtime fol-
lowers of her career. They had collected all 
her songbooks and albums, and, for the past 
19 years, attended the Kate Wolf Memorial 
Festival at the Black Oak Ranch north of 
Laytonville. Then, last year, when their neigh-
bor Larry Levine, a songwriter and singer 
himself, turned Juliette on to an open mic eve-
ning at SGVCC, the very Center where Kate 
Wolf had sung, she gladly accompanied him. 
However, those evenings didn’t last and simply died out. 

In a conversation about it with Larry Rippee, Juliette, a singer and, professionally, an 
Activities Director, became aware of the long history of open mic at SGVCC and of Kate’s 
Cafe. “It just came to me,” she said. “It just kind of popped into my brain. We can do this. 
Open mic evenings can be revived. I can put together the evening and Paul can help with 
the set up and take care of the sound system. And I know just what to call it.”

And so, once again . . . Kate’s Cafe. The lively evenings draw not only local recording celeb-
rities, but also those from all around the Bay Area who just want to sing, play instruments, 
or give short readings. The ambience is intimate, informal and warm. The chairs fill up 
early. The audience is attentive and supportive. A table at the back welcomes everyone with 
homemade cookies and herbal tea. Then, everyone settles down and with Paul on sound, 
Juliette’ takes the stage and opens the program singing her rendition of Kate Wolf ’s “Give 
Yourself to Love.” 
And it’s all free. 

Fourth Friday of each month
Valley Room
7pm to 9:30pm

International Day of Peace Festival 
 
There will not be a Peace Day Festival this September as the Center is putting it’s energy 
into the Golden Anniversary Celebration on October 5, 2019. However, look for the Peace 
Day table at the celebration!

Saturday, September 14th, 8 pm

Yerba Buena Orchestra & Dead Again 
at the Dance Palace Cultural & Community Center

7 pm doors
Tickets $15

Come experience the brand-new music of Yerba 
Buena Orchestra and the good old Grateful Dead 
tunes of Dead Again, a perfect pairing!

This concert is a benefit for the Dance Palace 
Community & Cultural Center and the San 
Geronimo Valley Community Center

Saturday, October 5, 2019, 12-6 pm

Golden Anniversary Celebration

The San Geronimo Valley Community Center is celebrating the 50th anniversary of our 
organization and you are all invited! Please join us on October 5, 2019, for our Golden 
Anniversary Community Celebration! This free, fun, family day will include live bands, 
Valley Games, our invitational landscape art show opening, great kid activities, a dynamic 
program honoring our founders and past board members, healthy eating active living talks 
and classes, and more! We are very excited to host our Valley community that has made 
these past 50 years rich, diverse and possible.

10:00 am  Pre Event Mountain Bike Ride - both beginners and experts
10:00 am  Community Hike
12:00 pm  Opening Ceremony for the Golden Anniversary
12-2:30 pm Valley Games   
12:30 pm  “Where We Call Home” Art Opening - Community Center Gallery
   Owen Clapp Trio performing
   Kid Zone opens - fun for the whole family!
   NextGen mural painting begins in courtyard
   Screening of Tom & Amy Valens’ film “Embracing Community”
   Peter Oppenheimer’s slide show “SGV Places & Faces 2000-2019”

Main Stage schedule:
12:30-1:15 pm Oliver John
1:30-2:00 pm  Howie’s Persuasion
2:00-2:45 pm  Blues Brothers Blues Revue
3:00-3:15 pm  Aztec Dancers
3:15-3:30 pm  Honoring our Founders and our Past and Present Board Members
3:30-3:45 pm Till Dawn Accapella
4:00-5:30 pm  San Geronimo

Food Trucks all day including Sugar Magnolia, Good Earth, Revervir Le Cultura, Black 
Star Pig, delicious shaved ice and more!

Bring your village spirit to Valley Games 2019! Don’t miss the Baking Contest or Photo 
Scavenger Hunt!
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Paul and Juliette Valente



Saturday, Oct 19th, 7 pm 

Bulgarika Balkan Music
Bulgarika is a group of five maestros --Donka Koleva, Nikolay Kolev, Temelko Ivanov, Nikolay 
Kodzhabashev and Marin Chalamov--with decades of performing experience. They are all steeped in 
Bulgarian music and rhythms from a young age. In their performances they draw on formal and infor-
mal training, as well as their experience as teachers.

The band maintains extensive contact with other Balkan natives, from the Black Sea to the Adriatic, 
and bring for your enjoyment the very best of the Bulgarian folk-music tradition

Saturday, November 16th, 8 pm

Barry “The Fish” Melton Band
Having played together since the early 1980s, The Barry “The Fish” Melton 
Band continues to uphold the tradition of San Francisco Rock & Roll that 
put the Bay Area on the musical map in the mid 1960s. Their music is best 
summed up by a line from one of their songs – “When the band starts playing, 
I don’t want to stop!!”

BARRY “THE FISH” MELTON (Country Joe & The Fish)
DAVID BENNETT COHEN (Country Joe & The Fish)
PETER ALBIN (Big Brother & The Holding Company)
ROY BLUMENFELD (The Blues Project)
DAVID AGUILAR (Norton Buffalo)

Saturday, December 7, 2019 

Holiday Arts Faire
An enlivening tradition for almost 50 years . . .

Bring family and friends to enjoy a festive afternoon of musical 
performances, delicious soups, salads (and tamales), green work-
shop, silent auction, a visit with Santa and, of course, the Crafts 
Faire!

Don’t miss it!

Sunday, December 15th, 3 pm & 7 pm - 2 shows!

Michael McQuilkin Family Music Hour XVIII
Lagunitas School Multipurpose Room, 1 Lagunitas Road, San Geronimo  
(around the corner from SGVCC)
$10 suggested donation

Join us for a special evening of music featuring some of the 
Valley’s greatest musical talent! 

Singers featured this year are the Chavez singers, Alexa 
Davidson, Tealy Gapinski,  
Kira Thelin, the McQuilkin brothers, Andrew Giacomini, 
Katherine Wethington, Ingigo Jenkins, Ken Adams, Kevin 
Meade, Isabella Andrews, Lila Fox, John Cunningham, Cindy 
Purkey, Mwanza Furaha, with special newcomers Mariale 
Healy, Zeke Cunningham, and Wayne and Reese Patton. The 
Valley All-star band with the Lagunitas Horns. 

Come find out why this event has been packed every time—
it’s so much fun! Bring the whole family—it’s a great reunion 
for the returning college students and everyone else.

KIDS WELCOME! “Music brings families together!”

Visual Arts 
by Larry Rippee
It’s been surprising and gratifying this year to have 
a number of artists come forward with unsolicited 
proposals to offer their work for sell as fundraisers 
for the Center.

Earlier this year, Gaetano Defelice held a solo exhib-
it, “Controlled Chaos” with a substantial amount of the proceeds slated for the 
Center and this summer Lars Johnson organized a ‘Bagel Boys and Girls’ Silent Art 
Auction. David Kleinberg performed the debut of his solo theatrical performance 
of He Wants to Run as a 100% donation to the Center. I thank Gaetano, David, 
Lars and Bagel crew for supporting the arts program and the Community Center.

Now, coming in October, the Center will host Where We Call Home, a group show 
curated by Anne Faught. The exhibit will be part of the Center’s 50th anniversary 
celebration and again, the artists have agreed to donate a significant portion of the 
proceeds to the Center.

Where We Call Home will feature over 30 local artists with work focusing on land-
scapes of the Valley

Anne has sought out work that exemplifies the theme of place, specifically visual 
representations of San Geronimo Valley. Many pieces will be plein aire painting 
but the show will offer a range of approaches and mediums.

The reception for Where We call Home will be Saturday, October 5th during the 
Center’s Golden Anniversary Celebration. The celebration day will feature live 
music, food, Valley games, a kid’s zone as well as an ongoing art show. Please don’t 
miss it.

Much else is brewing for the remainder of the year. In September we will feature 
the photographer Peg Hunter and the Youth Poster Contest Exhibition. November 
will feature the 10th annual Pressing Matters: Printmakers Group Show. And of 
course, the 50st annual Holiday Fair, in December.

2019 Summer Gallery Art Shows 
at the Maurice Del Mué Galleries 

Valley Room — Enter through Lobby
West Room — Adjoining Valley Room

SEPTEMBER
Valley Room  Youth Poster Contest Exhibition
West Room  Peg Hunter

OCTOBER
Valley Room  “Where We Call Home” Group Show fundraiser curated by Anne Faught
West Room  “Where We Call Home” Group Show fundraiser curated by Anne Faught
Opening: Saturday, October 5, 12-6pm
Closing reception: October 27, 5 - 8 pm

NOVEMBER
Valley Room  10th Pressing Matters Printmaker’s Show
West Room  10th Pressing Matters Printmaker’s Show
Reception Sunday, November 10, 4-7 pm

AND COMING IN 2019: 

December –51st Annual Holiday Fair
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Mot the elf
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Alphabet Soup
Compliled by Martha Allen

HORIZONS
by Suzanne Sadowsky
The Digital Divide—Being Computer Savvy after 70

Some people are born with a natural talent for making art—and oth-
ers not. I’m in the not category. I would love to be able to draw or paint, but I’m absolutely 
helpless when it comes to being creating an image with a pencils or pens or paints or charcoal 
or any other medium. I also don’t have a very good handwriting – my notes are often illegible 
even to me. I love art and music and I’m in awe of the talent and sensibilities of artists. I enjoy 
watching artists create beautiful images. When I was a younger woman I was often attracted 
to men who could draw or paint or make music. Some of these boyfriends turned out to be 
much more interested in their art or themselves than in me. It usually took me way too long 
to finally figure that out. But that’s a whole other story . . . .

Nowadays, I recognize that I do have other talents: I like to write and I’m good with comput-
ers and smart phones. I was quite pleased when computers came along into my life. I’m not 
saying that I can keep up with the younger generation—my 13 year-old grandson is light years 
ahead of me. But for a person in my age bracket, I believe that I’m doing quite well with the 
new technology. 

The computer revolution was just getting started when I had my first real job after college. 
It was in 1956 when things were just taking off, technologically-speaking. I had always been 
good at math, at problem solving and research. My job at the Bureau of Labor Statistics was 
the perfect setting to learn how computers work and what they could do. I was an Economist 
and I did research and wrote reports used spreadsheets, word processing and computer graph-
ics. The technological age suited me just fine and still does.

Here are some of the ways that I use my phone and computer:

1. The calendar on my smart phone reminds me of my appointments and it sends me alerts 
when I have something coming up—doctors’ appointments, lunch dates, meetings –any-
thing at all.

2. When I want to look something up—anything at all, I find it on Google or Firefox. 
 

 

3. I can shop or pay bills or do banking on line.
4. I can look up old friends (or make new ones) on Facebook.
5. I review the results of medical tests in the privacy of my own home. (Be wary of self-

diagnosis!).
6. I can call Uber if I need transportation no matter when and where I am.
7. I order books from the Fairfax Library and go and pick them up when I get the notice 

that they are waiting for me.
8. I let people know via text or phone calls if I’m running late so that they don’t have to 

worry or wait for me.
9. I use Google maps for driving directions enroute so I don’t get lost.
10. I can call someone on my smart phone if I have an emergency.
11. I play Scrabble on my phone while I’m waiting for appointments.
12. I keep up to date on the latest news. (I admit that I have become a news and political 

junkie. 
13. I can check out the menu at Senior Lunch or at a restaurant I’m planning to visit.
14. I look up recipes for almost anything I might want to cook.
15. I write letters or quick notes to people and send them links to articles that I want to 

share.
16. I take with photos with my Iphone and save them and send them to friends.
17. I use my computer write stories and articles for Stone Soup
18. I check the movie times at the Fairfax Theater or watch a show on Netflix at home.

I realize that navigating this New Age of technology doesn’t come easily for everyone. It can 
sometimes be intimidating and very frustrating. Would-be helpers and teachers are not always 
patient or available for questions and we all tend to forget new stuff unless we keep practic-
ing—no matter how old we are. So I urge to not to give up. Keep trying to figure things out. 
And don’t hesitate to ask for help again – even if you don’t get it the first time.

Computers and smart phones are not a substitute for in-person face-to-face conversations, but 
they are one additional way of keeping us in touch and connected with one another, some-
thing that we all need especially as we age.

Odie Moon
by Spencer Lewis

Odie Moon
Close your eyes
Then see the world around you
Find yourself falling
Upon the moon 
Rocks upon rocks
You can see lots
But now is not the time
To start rhyming
Up up above
You see
Twirling white lights
Magical stars 
Approaching from afar
Everything turns white
You lie back
Close your eyes
Odie Moon

The Box
by Dylan Messerschmidt

In a dark room there lies a box
A box of secrets
Someone enters the room
Puts a new thought
In the big box of secrets
The thought grows
Gets brighter, lighting up the room

Some ghostly figure enters the room
Adds a deep dark thought 
To the box of secrets
The room gets darker

I enter the room through the hallway of life
Open the door to the room of thoughts
And reveal the contents of the box
I see good and terrible things
Put a big thought in the box of secrets
It isn’t good and isn’t bad

One day someone will put a bigger thought
Than all the other thoughts
I leave the room of thoughts lightly
Passing the hallway of life
Leaving the house of the heart
And take one last peek
Through the stainless window of the soul.

Bunny
by Sadie Moors

There once was a turtle
All that turtle did was swim
Sometimes walk
That didn’t do any good
She just moved one block
It felt like days to strut a mile.

She decided she wanted to be a rabbit
Rabbits are great
They can jump to the moon and back
With beautiful think fur that feels like silk
Gorgeous in every color.

And from that day on
Her heart made her a rabbit
There is nothing you can’t be.

If I were a Clown
by Nathan Ferhart

If I were a clown
I would drive a tiny car with ten other 
clowns
I would throw pies at random people
And they would be scared of me
I would juggle knives
And run into bee hives

If I were a clown
I would be a sad clown
Not a mad clown
I would eat peanuts 
With Charlie Brown

If I were a clown
I would swing high in the sky
And land on a trampoline
On top of a running elephant
I would float in space
And jump from a high place

If I were a clown
I would have a red squeaky nose
And my hair would be big and puffy
I would spray people with a hose
And I would look like a stuffy!

The Discarded Idea
by Bridget Goodwin

Timeworn road
A miniscule apple tree
Free, in a dusty pot
On the side of the road
Patiently sits

Waiting 
Day after day
Waiting
For someone to pick up
The miniscule apple tree

Bring it home
To plant in their garden of ideas
So fruit of the miniscule apple tree
Can grow, luscious and rich

One day someone did come
The miniscule apple tree
Left the rugged road
And came to live
In the poet’s
Garden of ideas

Goodbye
by Cooper Atkins

Goodbye again
I’ve lived here twice
I’m saying goodbye again
New house, new pool
New friends, new school

I have few memories
From the first time I lived here
I only remember a park
And all the rolling hills
That are not
Where I am moving to.

Poems from Open Classroom



 SGV Community Center Stone Soup Page 13

Wilderness Calls
by Paul Berensmeier
Doing Something Interesting

Early . . . first light . . . morning mist . . . road less traveled. 
Moving effortlessly . . . lightly. I rearrange displaced branches in 
the hedge . . . Raccoon watches. I stop . . . stare . . . How long 

have you been watching? As soon as I stop my activity and stare at him, he grows ner-
vous, ambles away.

Memories . . . a special animal experience . . . receiving my Indian name. I’m a boy . . 
. and excited. I’m in Yosemite for the first time with my parents! I wake early . . . step 
outside . . . breathe the exhilarating cold mountain air . . . walk among huge boulders . . 
. practice climbing technique. One climb baffles me . . . I’m so close . . . yet fail . . . again 
and again. I’m closer . . . almost . . . no. Try again. So close. . . .

I’m very intent . . . lose track of time. I pause at the bottom of the rock and piece the 
moves together in my head. Something closes in on my thoughts. I feel self conscious . . 
. but I’m up so early . . . too hidden for anyone to see me. I try again . . . touch the last 
hold . . . but fall back. . .

I sense something . . . an energy nearby. I turn around and spot a coyote right behind 
me. I do a double take. He’s sitting on his haunches like he’s been there a long time with 
his head tilted inquisitively to the side. . . .

I stare at Coyote . . . he stands up . . . yawns . . . slowly trots away. I thought to myself, 
“How long have you been watching me?” Then, “How long would you watch me if I 
kept striving to achieve my climbing goal?” I came back to the cabin and excitedly told 
my parents the story. From that day on my Indian name became Coyote.

Idea . . . go back . . . at first light. I move swiftly down the road to the disheveled hedge 
. . . begin working on it again. Raccoon reappears . . . watches. This time I continue very 
busily . . . industrious . . . watching him out of the corner of my eye. I take a step toward 
him every few seconds. Nothing unusual. I get closer . . . no response . . . no fear . . . 
Raccoon sees I’m very busy and unaware like humans usually are (he he). . . .

Don’t make eye contact. Raccoon is very curious . . . watches me closely . . . a long time. 
He moves . . . ready to leave . . . but I double my efforts . . . he stops . . . watches intent-
ly. Finally, he walks nonchalantly up the road . . . I follow. He looks over his shoulder . 
. . now he’s the one being watched. Like me, he continues with his work . . . foraging . . 
. and I continue watching. We accept each other’s presence . . . and interest. Finally, he 
veers to the side of the road, takes a long relaxed look at me . . . then disappears into the 
forest.

Reminder . . . when you notice a wild animal watching you . . . don’t make eye contact . 
. . pretend to be busy doing something interesting . . . take your time . . . take a few steps 
closer . . . and watch what happens.

Note: My dad and I had the great good luck to film a gregarious family of coyotes by Spirit 
Rock! Together we edited a short (4min) film and posted it on youtube for all to see. You can 
watch it by googling “Spirit Rock Coyotes” (hint: include quotation marks in title). Enjoy!

Dirt First
by Will McQuilkin

In my partner’s old gardening notes, there’s a page devoted to 
the seasons. There’s a wheel drawn in the center of the page with 
many scribbled notes surrounding it: a “lightening” and a “dark-

ening,” equinoxes and solstices are marked, and a first harvest is noted around August 
(celebrated by baking bread). On October 31, she wrote, “Time of the Crone — fear-
less.” I was intrigued, so I did a little research. A little… digging *wink wink*

She told me that Halloween used to be an agricultural holiday. Of course, she was 
right. According to an article on Halloween’s Celtic roots, the Irish used to celebrate 
Samhain (pronounced SOW-win) on October 31, which marked the end of the agri-
cultural year. The ancient Celts would carve turnips (presaging our modern day jack-
o-lantern tradition), spend all day harvesting the last summer crops, and leave their 
hearth fires burning — for on Samhain, the Crone was most powerful. 

The Crone is an archetypal figure with many associations. According to some, she is 
the goddess of death and rebirth, to others the guardian of the gates into Summerland 
in the West. Sometimes, she is the Ruler of Winter’s Storms, and sometimes she is the 
keeper of the fires at home, and protector of the forests and animals. 

The Crone’s time is one of death and rebirth in the garden as well. She ushers in the 
darkening of the world, and urges the gardener to focus on the darkness within the 
garden — on the soil, on the roots, on death becoming life and the turning of the 
Great Wheel. Imagine the crone cutting back the dead growth, casting all dead things 
(maybe not fresh blackberry cuttings or rhizomatic grasses, as they tend to survive even 
hot piles) into her fiery compost. She might sow a cover crop of fava and bell beans, 
purple vetch, crimson clover, oats and rye, and wait eagerly to mow it back into the 
earth as it flowers. 

The dark months are important ones for the health of the garden. It’s a time to let the 
rains do most of the watering and to let the soil rest (though there are winter crops like 
onions and garlic that can be sown in fall, and will enjoy the Crone’s company out in 
the cold field). Recall that the Crone is also a fire wielder, so prepare your fields for her 
fire. Cut back old growth, prune dormant fruit trees, mulch uncovered topsoil. 

This Fall, endeavor to find your fearless inner Crone!

Valley 
Environmental 
News
by Debra Amerson

Climate Change & Food Security

As summer is rolling along nudging fall to begin, I’ve been thinking about the inevitable 
challenges that our community will face in the future due to unpredictable weather. 
Our extremely wet winter last year boosted plant growth exponentially and the need for 
vegetation management, gutter cleaning, tree trimming and weed whacking are more 
important than ever. West Marin residents are used to amplified fire danger and the 
stresses that accompany a hot dry and often windy Mediterranean climate... some years 
well into November. 

I’m no alarmist or “back to the lander” but I am a realist who believes that taking action 
to minimize potential weather extremes is a better approach than re-acting after a crisis. 
Just one earthquake could potentially block Sir Francis Drake for a long period of time 
and strand our valley residents and making it difficult to get food, medicine, pet food, 
gas… 

That insight makes the idea of growing our own veggies, medicinal herbs and backyard 
animal husbandry makes a lot of sense today and many valley residents already do it as 
did previous generations before us. Not every family can drop work and till the soil in 
their backyard, but what if each valley neighborhood created a network of neighbors 
who grow food crops and practice backyard farming? Small food stands like the Arroyo 
Road’s “Hole In The Fence” could become roadside micro farm stands. This practice 
is common on many Hawaii islands and it allows families to sell excess fruits and veg-
gies rather than letting them rot on the ground. This simple local solution is a common 
sense idea for food security. One idea, is to partner with the Forest Knolls Farm Stand 
to create a SGV village family food +farm database to track who grows certain crops and 
raises animals for food to sell to locally to neighbours. In turn, neighbours would agree 
to purchase their seasonal harvests of fruit, eggs, walnuts, tea, meat, and veggies. Win-
win. 

Our valley has emergency meetings to address what to do and where to convene in case 
of a fire or earthquake, but how will we all sustain nutritionally in a long-term natural 
disaster scenario? Food for thought!

Unfortunately, I was not able to attend the public golf course meeting and perhaps these 
ideas I’m presenting may synch up with the creative ideas mentioned in that gathering. 

 My hope is that our village residents can design a secure food plan that is sustainable 
and serves the needs of everyone. Utopian thinking? Maybe. Let’s go!
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SGV Planning Group
Hello Valley Newbies. . .

We began as an ad hoc Planning Group and worked for five years with Valley neighbors to 
create the first Community Plan adopted in 1977. It replaced the ’61 Master Plan that called 
for 20,000 people, 5,000 homes and suburbia trappings that would decimate our rural valley. 
Twenty years later we took leadership in the two year effort that resulted in the 1997 update.
Our organization echo’s the goals of the Community Plan that preserves and protects our 
Valley’s rural character and natural resources. It is led by an extraordinarily diverse Steering 
Committee, elected annually, that includes: a teacher; general contractor; entrepreneur; realtor; 
planner/designer/builder; environmentalist; custom wood products business leader: licensed 
contractor/engineer and a retired professor/PG co-founder.

We are the only Valley environmental group that meets monthly, produces a newsletter and 
welcomes non-members to join us the 2nd Monday (7:30pm) of the month at Wilderness 
Way. Our 2019 study/action goals: wildfire; broom removal, knotweed; design reviews; septic 
proposals; the Initiative and acquisition/uses of the golf course. More at www.sgv.org
Latest news . . .

Burglaries - On the rise… everywhere! Supervisor Rodoni had two meetings in the Valley pro-
viding updates and suggestions.

Knotweed - The County wisely hired a Knotweed coordinator to deal with this serious (world-
wide!) environmental treat. It can affect insurance rates, property values, sale of property and 
more. Property visits and removal has been scheduled. Watch for a co-hosted tour to familiar-
ize you with this problem

Golf Course - At a major media presentation Trust for Public land stated “We are not in the 
Golf Course business.” They are following strict Fire Dept. guidelines for property care as it 
returns to its natural state. They welcome hikers, dog walkers and bikers and are seeking sug-
gestions for use.

Wildfires - Massive brush cleanup is ongoing, as residents respond to the Irving Fire, last fall, 
caused by a PG&E pole affecting all of Barnaby ridge in Lagunitas. Growing attention to 
evacuation routes and “Go bag” readiness.

San Geronimo Childcare Center
SGCC is pleased to have joined the group of amazing community non-profits in the Valley. 
We were incorporated in January 2018 and were a fully functioning, 401c3 organization by 
year end. We provide affordable, morning and full-time programs for children 18 months to 5 
years old and currently have some openings. The Childcare Center began as a program of the 
San Geronimo Community Presbyterian Church in 1962 and was the first licensed childcare 
program in the Valley. We are now serving grandchildren of kids from the 60s and 70s!

This year, SGCC will be working with the Church to offer the traditional Holly Fair we all 
enjoy. We will be taking on some activities and all the proceeds from those activities will go to 
the Center to establish a Scholarship Fund.

San Geronimo Valley Emergency Fund
The San Geronimo Valley Emergency Fund has been serving our community since 2000. We 
are dedicated to providing financial help to qualifying applicants who are experiencing hard-
ship due to unforeseen circumstances. Our board decides awards on a case by case basis. We 
are here to serve the four villages of the San Geronimo Valley.

Over the years we have averaged a total of $12,000 per year in grants to the needy residents of 
our community. We thank all of our generous donors without whose help we could not help 
those who need our assistance. We would like to extend an invitation to all our friends and 
neighbors to The 16th Annual Jazz on the Lawn Fundraiser with the Tina Marzell Quartet on 
Sunday, September 8, 2019 from 2-5 pm. This will take place at Zoila’s, 80 Meadow Way in 
San Geronimo. Come and enjoy good music, food and friends. 

Rotary Club of West Marin
Around the world, there are at least 1,200,000 members in 32,000 clubs in more than 200 
countries and geographical areas. Rotary is extraordinary in its service to the world. Each club 
is autonomous, non-governmental, non-political and non-religious. Rotarians enjoy fun and 
fellowship. The Rotary Foundation’s Ambassadorial Scholarships program is the world’s largest 
privately funded international scholarship program. Exchanges promote cultural understand-
ing by fostering the free flow of ideas and opportunities across borders. Rotary clubs around 
the world address critical issues including poverty, hunger, need for water, illiteracy, burns of 
children (Rotoplast), health clinics (Rotacare) and peace are just some of the global pursuits. 
Rotary is only limited by the imagination of those wishing to make a difference. 
 
In Rotary, there is a Four-Way Test of the things we think, say or do. 
1. Is it the TRUTH? 
2. Is it FAIR to all concerned? 
3. Will it build GOOD WILL 
and BETTER FRIENDSHIPS? 
4. Will it be BENEFICIAL to all 
concerned? 

Our Annual Picnic and Hike 
fundraiser to benefit local proj-
ects will be held at Heart’s Desire 
Beach on October 6, 2019 from 
10:00 AM to 2:30 PM. $45 for 
adults, $85 for couples, children 
under 12 – no charge. 

Valley Emergency Readiness Group (VERG)
We are heading into the most dangerous fire time of the year – October historically has more 
large fires than any other month. Keeping your home “hardened” can save it!

VERG serves our community by organizing and educating people living and/or working in 
the San Geronimo Valley to prepare for and respond to emergencies within the Valley. We 
create, maintain, train and deploy volunteer teams in coordination with Marin County Fire 
Department during and after a disaster. Be part of the solution and BE PREPARED! Check 
out the websites for how you, your family and pets can be prepared when disaster strikes.

Resourceful websites www.FireSafeMarin.org and www.ReadyMarin.org

Check out our VERG booth at the SGVCC 50th Anniversary Celebration October 5th! 
VERG meets the 4thth Thursday of the month from 7-800 PM, West Room, SGVCC. 
Email sgvalleyer@gmail.com for information. 

The Salmon Protection and Watershed Network
Grow Redwoods for Coho Salmon

The Salmon Protection And Watershed Network, or SPAWN, needs your help to restore habi-
tats for endangered Coho salmon and other wildlife in Lagunitas Creek! 

Please join a community of dedicated volunteers every Friday from 10am-1pm in our native 
plant nursery at 9255 Sir Francis Drake Blvd. We will work together to grow, tend, and care 
for coast redwoods and other native plants that are used to support our newest habitat restora-
tion site on Lagunitas Creek.

The newly-constructed site provides critical habitat for endangered coho salmon and steel-
head trout along a mile-long creekside corridor on National Park lands, where a host of other 
endangered species including the California freshwater shrimp, red-legged frog, and northern 
spotted owl reside.

Please pack something to eat and join us for lunch after we’ve finished working. Tea and coffee 
will be provided.

SPAWN is a program of Turtle Island Restoration Network. For more information about vol-
unteer opportunities or to get on our mailing list, please contact Harry McGrath at 415-663-
8590 ext. 5 or hmcgrath@seaturtles.org, or visit our website at www.seaturtles.org/salmon.

SGV Healthy Community Collaborative
About the Healthy Community Collaborative

Since 1996 the Community Center has hosted monthly meetings of the San Geronimo Valley Healthy Community Collaborative (HCC). The collaborative gives local organizations 
and individuals the opportunity to gather at the Community Center and share information about the work they do on behalf of our Valley community. Each member organization of 
the collaborative is invited to submit a short update on recent activities and information on upcoming events that reflect the collaborative community composition of the HCC. Each 
member organization is responsible for the content and accuracy of their submission. The HCC meets on the second Wednesday of the month 3:30-5 pm. If you would like to come to 
the meetings, send an email to dcort@sgvcc.org

School and train station
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San Geronimo Valley Lions
Thanks to all of the wonderful and festive entries in the Fourth of July Parade and the great 
audience along Railroad Ave! One of the best Woodacre Parades ever! Also, lots of fun at the 
Dickson Ranch with the biggest flea market, great music by Sky Blue Band and games for 
everyone. Pictured here is a few of the SGV Lions waiting to serve our delicious BBQ sand-
wiches and beer!

 Look for us at the Health Fair at the SGVCC in October with the Blood Drive. Save a life 
by donating blood; it takes less than an hour to help someone in need. To learn more about 
the SGV Lions visit our website at www.e-clubhouse.org/sites/sgvalley. And if you would like 
to attend one of our meetings to learn about becoming a Lion please contact President Andy 
Phelps at 415 456-0147.

San Geronimo Community Presbyterian Church
Save the dates for Holly Fair! November 8 Friday 4 pm to 9 pm, and November 9 Saturday 10 
am to 1 pm.

On Friday evening, relax and let us do the cooking—enjoy live music, turkey dinner, and 
handmade deserts with family and friends. Shop for bargains and gifts, while the kids play 
games and win prizes. We serve snacks on Saturday and the games continue. You can browse 
for art, antiques, jewelry, books, DVD’s, and household treasures.

Holly Fair benefits our entire community, including: Honor Food Pantry open 7 days a week, 
disaster preparation and emergency supplies, 12-step recovery programs, and affordable spaces 
for your family celebrations and events.

Holly Fair supports San Geronimo Childcare Center, which provides high quality programs 
for children aged 18 months to 5 years old.

San Geronimo Community Presbyterian Church is at 6001 SF Drake Blvd, corner of Nicasio 
Valley Rd. Phone 488-9318. 

Gan HaLev
A Time for Renewal of Spirit . . . and a Second Chance

Autumn means different things to different people. To farmers, it is a time of harvest. To stu-
dents, it is time to return to school and renew their education. To Jews, we welcome in our 
New Year during a 10 day period of introspection, self-reflection. and prayer that guides us 
towards embracing a better self and a better world. We ask for forgiveness for all our short-
comings during the previous year, and promise to make ourselves, and the world, better.

We encourage you to join with us. Our services begin on Sunday night, September 29, with 
Rosh Hashana evening services, and continue with more services on Monday, September 30, 
Tuesday evening October 8, and Wednesday day and early evening October 9. For the exact 
times please use contact info below.

Gan HaLev, the Jewish Congregation in San Geronimo Valley has been gathering for 26 years. 
We are unaffiliated and consider ourselves to be post-denominational—our members come 
from diverse religious backgrounds and parts of the world. 

We are families with children, single-parent families, couples, and single adults of all ages, at 
all stages in the life cycle. We are an inclusive, inviting community in which we participate 
and experience Jewish life. This year our High Holidays at the Community Center will once 
again be led by Rabbi Meredith Cahn. We invite you to join us in co-creating Jewish experi-
ences meaningful to you and the community. 

Please call 415-488-4524, email shalom@ganhalev.org or visit our website www.ganhalev.org 
for more information. 

Wilderness Way
by Paul and Jean Berensmeier, Founding Family 1999

SUMMER - Busy doing outdoor plant maintenance, pruning and some overdue building 
repairs. 

FALL PROGRAM - besides our usual environmental education program we look forward to:

- Breaking our record of removing 102 golf balls from Larsen Creek this fall. Hope to partner 
with Trust for Public Land in removing them from former golf course ponds.

- Salmon Crossing Signs. Need to reinstall refurbished and new Salmon Crossing signs along 
migratory creeks.

WILDERNESS WAY LIBRARY A group of wonderful women spent many hours creating a 
fine library of over a 1000 books heavy on the environment with a major resource section for 
teachers. Health issues prevented a Grand Opening. Valley residents have continued to drop 
off wonderful, sometimes very valuable, books sitting in bags and boxes waiting to be sorted. 
We hope to reconnect with these women to pick up where we left off. Watch for an announce-
ment and consider joining us.

West Marin Senior Services
“I just thank heaven for them,” cheered a Lagunitas resident, “They created an understandable 
and legible schedule for my diabetes injections. I couldn’t have done that!”

West Marin Senior Services continues its robust collaboration with the San Geronimo Valley 
Community Center and Dominican University, placing sixteen student nurses busy fulfilling 
community health degree requirements with weekly home visits to local older adults. 

“Their enthusiasm is so gosh darn motivating! I want to be ready when they come!” exclaimed 
one Woodacre senior who has welcomed fourth-year Dominican University nursing and occu-
pational therapist students for the past three semesters in his remote, hilltop home.

Students learn the connection between community service, their academic coursework, and 
their roles as involved, kindhearted citizens. Hooray for the Student RN “A Team”! 

If you’re interested to learn more about the Student RN Program through WMSS, please call 
Laura Sherman 415-663-8148 x102

The River Otter Ecology Project
The River Otter Ecology Project has eyes on the creek! Lagunitas Creek is home to all kinds 
of glorious critters, from caddisflies to otters to the iconic and beloved coho. We work to sup-
port watersheds by showing how otter recovery is linked to waterwshed conservation and good 
restoration. Check out our website, riverotterecology.org and our Facebook page, for informa-
tion and videos. This fall you can find us presenting at: Bay Area Parks Science Symposium, 
Redwood City Public Library, and Laguna de Santa Rosa. We’ll have tables and information 
at theWine Country Optics environmental festival, Wildlife Conservation Network environ-
mental festival, and the Day on the Bay Festival. Please check out our website for details, www.
riverotterecology.org

San Geronimo Valley Affordable Housing Assoc.
Making Room
By Mari Nakagawa

Permanent community housing. That’s what gets us up in the morning at SGVAHA. For 20 
years, we’ve preserved homes for low-income seniors in San Geronimo. In 2015, we acquired 
the Mobile Home Park in Forest Knolls, keeping 19 families in their owner-occupied homes. 
This year, we created a new affordable rental at the Park. When SGVAHA acquires homes and 
land, we make a commitment to keep them affordable—forever.

Now, we’re experiencing a reinvigoration with new staff and a committed Board of Directors. 
Our focus is on the future: How can we bring the Valley community in, to be a part of our 
process? We have some exciting plans underway. But we need your help.

Please join us at our upcoming events: “Making Room” workshop series begins October 19th, 
10am-1pm at SGVCC. Open board meetings on the 4th Tuesday of each month in Room 20, 
Lagunitas School.

Sign up for our newsletter at SGVAHA.org. Info at (415) 488-4890 or info@sgvaha.org.
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Movie Muse
by Peter Oppenheimer
Democracy is a term that’s gets bandied about with regularity, but how 
much do we really understand its meaning and implications, its histori-
cal claims and betrayals, its promise and inherent contradictions? What 
is Democracy is a new documentary that with considerable energy and 

ambition tackles these questions to very powerful affect. With a dizzying array of compelling 
characters including scholars, activists, politicians, asylum seekers, social service workers, art-
ists, former prisoners, factory workers, celebrated theorists, young students and persons-in-
the-street, What is Democracy paints a complex and multi-faceted picture of both the history 
and future prospects of various experiments in democracy, from its flawed inception in ancient 
Greece to the further degraded version of oligarchy masquerading as democracy in the United 
States today, and not omitting the positive, aspirational influence toward democracy that the 
indigenous cultures of the Americas (who often had no supreme ruler and no concept of pri-
vate property) had on the explorers, conquistadors, and colonists of European descent in the 
period from 1500-1900 AD.

From the Agoras of ancient Greece to the ports of entry for refugees into modern day Greece, 
from state legislatures to high school classrooms, from a Trump rally in North Carolina to 
the streets of Miami, and including interviews with such notables as Cornell West, Angela 
Davis and the former prime minister of Greece, the subject is looked at from many relevant 
and thought-provoking angles. Along the way different, and often conflicting, definitions of 
freedom are explored (collective self-determination vs. the right to be left alone), as are crucial 
notions of equality and justice in the fashioning and refashioning of democratic principles. 

The crucial difference between participatory 
democracy and representative democracy 
is examined. In fact, the common habit of 
expecting others to do the work of democ-
racy on our behalf, via elected representa-
tives, is presented not as the apex of democ-
racy, but as in fact, the system’s undoing, in 
that it encourages passivity, cynicism and 
worse, and allows for the cooptation of the 
representatives by the wealthy few.

Without soft selling the abuses that have 
been committed in the name of democracy 
(“I come from a people who have been 
terrorized, traumatized and stigmatized in 
the name of majority rule.”-Dr Cornell 
West), nor ignoring the often oppositional 
relationship of capitalism and democracy, 
in both theory and practice, the film is 
steadfast in remaining open to the possibil-
ity that a democracy could yet be created 
that did promote freedom and justice for 
all, in which each individual is granted the 
same value, voice and respect as any other 
individual. 

The terms of the debate as set forth in What is Democracy are breath-taking in scope and often 
very touching in their human intimacy and day to day relevancy. You can download What is 
Democracy now (not what is Democracy Now), from the usual online streaming services. Also 
recommended for a deeper dive is the director, Astra Taylor’s companion book, Democracy May 
Not Exist, But We’ll Miss It When It’s Gone.

My other favorite film of the past several months is far different and is in fact something of 
a niche movie, of particular emotional resonance with many members of the baby boomer 
generation. Echo in the Canyon is an illuminating and stirring, oral and audio history of an 
explosively creative two years in which a new style and sound in music was developed and dis-
seminated, influencing the beat and tenor of a generation of North Americans (mostly, but not 
only, those of the ethnically white variety).

Echo in the Canyon is a new documentary that features its own Hall of Fame of musical inno-
vators and trend-setters, the likes of the Beach Boys, The Byrds, The Mamas and the Papas, 
Buffalo Springfield, Crosby, Stills, Nash and Young, Joni Mitchell, Jackson Browne, and Tom 
Petty. All of these people were living in Laurel Canyon between 1965-1967, less than 3 miles 
from the Sunset Strip in Los Angeles. Such other musical luminaries as Ringo Starr and Eric 
Clapton were big fans of these groups and visited them at the time, as we hear in recent inter-
views.

All of the above-mentioned are featured in the film through home-movies, historical perfor-
mance and interview footage, as well as current day look-backs. The frame for the film is the 
musician Jakob Dylan (the 49-year-old son of Bob Dylan) on a quest to learn about and docu-
ment this music he loves, as well as to produce and perform in a tribute concert with current 
notables such as Beck, Fiona Apple, and Cat Power. We see clips of their tribute band’s concert 
as well.

Though, on the one hand, a select few, there are still legions for whom the opening chords of 
“Turn, Turn, Turn” by the Byrds or of the Beach Boy’s “California Girls” have a magical power 
to transport one back to that time, place and mind-set. Echo in the Canyon adeptly features 
many such cultural triggers, musical milestones and iconic TV appearances such as on the Ed 
Sullivan Show and American Bandstand. If you’re still reading, after all these names, I suspect 
you’ll enjoy this film.

Support Your Community Center
• Make a monthly contribution

• Contribute stocks, bonds, real estate or a vehicle

• Make a planned gift to the Community Center through your estate planning.

To donate, visit www.sgvcc.org 

Facility Rentals Available
For gatherings large and small, consider holding your next event  

at the Community Center!
• Option A: Four-hour minimum rental of Valley Room, West Room, Lobby and 

Kitchen starting at $250. 
• Option B: Individual room rentals $30/hr, $25 each additional hour.
• Community Gym and Loft hourly rentals available; ask for details.
• Rental discounts for community events and for Community Center contributors.

For more information, contact Poko at 488-8888, ext 250, or pgiacomini@sgvcc.org. 
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Affordable Event Spaces
$10-$30 per hour

Perfect for Celebrations, 
Classes, Concerts and More

San Geronimo Community 
Presbyterian Church

Contact Joan Diamond 
510-480-6822, jcdiamond@yahoo.com
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Regular Meetings and Events
Community Center Board mtg. 2nd Thursday 6:00 pm Comm Center
Artists’ Receptions 2nd Sunday 4:00 pm Comm Center
4-H Meeting 1st Monday 6:30 pm Lag. School
Healthy Comm. Collaborative 2nd Wednesday 3:30 pm Comm Center
Lag. Ed. Foundation (LEAP) mtg. Last Thursday 7:00 pm Lag. School
Lions Club Dinner 4th Thursday 7–9 pm Two Bird Cafe
SGV Affordable Housing 4th Tuesday 5:45 pm Comm Center
SGV Al-Anon Family Group Thursdays 7–8 pm Presby. Church
SGV Planning Group  2nd Monday  7:30 pm WW Env. Ctr.
School Board mtg. 3rd Thursday 6:00 pm Lag. School
Senior Lunch Every Monday Noon Comm Center
Senior Lunch Every Thursday Noon Comm Center
Serenity Knolls After Care mtg. Every Tuesday 7:00 pm Comm Center
WIC Board Meeting 3rd Tuesday 7:00 pm WIC
Rainbow Playgroup Every Tuesday  10–noon Room 9
Rainbow Playgroup Every Thursday  10–noon Room 9
VERG (Valley Emer. Response Group) 3rd Thursday 7 pm Comm Center
Woodacare Garden Club 3rd Saturday 9:30 am Oval Park

Community  
 Calendar

Adult 
Classes  
at the  
Center 

September
Sat 7 8:30 am Family Pancake Breakfast LOFT
Sat 8 2-5 pm 16th Annual SGV Emergency Fundraiser Zoila’s House
Sat 14 7 pm Yerba Buena Orchestra and Dead Again Dance Palace
Sun 22 2 pm Off The Wall Freewrite Comm Center
Mon 23 6 pm Artist Film Night: “Burning Man-Waking Dream” Comm Center
Fri 27 7 pm Kate’s Cafe Comm Center
Sun 29 7 pm Rosh Hashanah Comm Center
Mon 30  9:30 am Rosh Hashanah Comm Center

October
Sat 5 8:30 am Dads and Kids Pancake Breakfast LOFT
Sat 5 Noon-6 pm Golden Anniversary Celebration Comm Center
Sat 5 Noon-6 pm Art Opening: Where We Call Home Comm Center
Sun 6 10 am-2:30 pm Rotary Club Annual Picnic and Hike Heart’s Desier
Tue 8 6:45 pm Yom Kippur  Comm Center
Wed 9 9:30 am Yom Kippur Comm Center
Say 19  7 pm Bulgarka Balkan Music Comm Center
Sun 20 2-4 pm Off the Wall Freewrite Comm Center
Sun 20 2-5 pm Ohana Amani Curry & Chevy Anton Comm Center
Fri 25 7 pm Kate’s Cafe Comm Center
Sun 27 5-8 pm Art Closing: Where We Call Home Comm Center
Thu 31 Noon-3 pm Halloween Carnival Lag School

November
Sat 2 8:30 am Dads and Kids Pancake Breakfast LOFT
Thur 7 2–5 pm Toys & Joys Sign-up  Comm Center
Fri 8 4–9 pm Holly Fair Presby Church
Fri 8 7 pm Joseph Bacon Guitar Recital Comm Center
Sat 9 10 am–1 pm Holly Fair Presby Church
Sun  10 4-7 pm Pressing Matters Printmakers Group Show Comm Center
Sat 16 8 pm Barry “The Fish” Melton Band Comm Center
Sun 17 2 pm Off The Wall Freewrite Comm Center
Tues 19 2–6 pm Thanksgiving Food Distribution Comm Center
Fri 22 7 pm Kate’s Cafe Comm Center
Sun 24 4 pm Interfaith Thanksgiving Service St. Cecelia

December
Sat  7 8:30 am Pancake Breakfast for Dads and Kids  Loft
Sat 7 Noon – 5:30 pm Holiday Arts Faire Comm Center
Sun 15 3 & 7 pm McQuikin Family Music Hour XVIII Lag School
Tue 17 2–5 pm Toys & Joys Distribution Comm Center
Wed 18 2–5 pm Toys & Joys Distribution Comm Center
Thur 19 2–5 pm Holiday Food Distribution Comm Center

Community Center Offices closed December 24th–January 5th

DAY CLASS TIME TEACHER CONTACT START DATE  
Mondays Core and Strengthening Fitness 8:45–10:00 am Susan Chavez   Ongoing
Mondays Exercise for Altacockers 10:45–11:45 am Carole Alter   Ongoing
Tuesdays Corematics 7:30–8:30 am Susan Chavez   Ongoing
Tuesdays T’ai Chi Long Form 10:00–11 am Vicki Chase 488-4213 Ongoing
Tuesdays T’ai Chi Short Form 11:30–12:30 pm Vicki Chase 488-4213 Ongoing
Tuesdays Exercise for Altacockers 8:45–9:45 pm Carole Alter   Ongoing
Wednesdays Core and Strengthening Fitness 8:45–10:00 am Susan Chavez   Ongoing
Wednesdays Yuan Gong 9:00–10:00 am  Richard Danon   Ongoing
Wednesdays Exercise for Altacockers 10:45–11:45 am Carole Alter   Ongoing
Wednesdays Bridge Class Noon–2 pm Rich Schiller   Ongoing
Thursdays Corematics 7:30–8:30 am Susan Chavez   Ongoing
Thursdays Handwork Group 1:00 pm Rebecca Maloney   Ongoing
Fridays Core and Strengthening Fitness 8:30–9:30 am Susan Chavez   Ongoing
Fridays T’ai Chi Long Form 9:00–10:00 am Kenn/Vicki Chase 488-4213 Ongoing
Fridays T’ai Chi Long Form (Advanced) 10:00–11:00 pm Kenn Chase 488-4213 Ongoing
Fridays Meade’s Watercolor Basics 10:10 am–1:00 pm Marty Meade 488-4210 Ongoing

Community Center Staff Directory
and Phone Extensions
Dave Cort, Executive Director . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . .415-488-8888 ext. 224
 dcort@sgvcc.org
Jack Sayers, Director of Operations . . . . . . . . . . . 415-488-8888 ext. 251
 jsayers@sgvcc.org
Nicole Ramirez, Director of Human Services and Youth Programs 
 nramirez@sgvcc.org . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 415-488-8888 ext. 254
Rebecca Teague, Development Coordinator. . . . . 415-488-8888 ext. 253
 rteague@sgvcc.org
Larry Rippee, Visual Arts Coordinator/Events . . . 415-488-8888 ext. 252
 lrippee@sgvcc.org
Julie Young, Youth & Senior Programs. . . . . . . . . 415-488-4118 ext. 309 
 jyoung@sgvcc.org
Poko Giacomini, Human Services and Facilities Coordinator, Disaster  
   Preparedness Coordinator/MIDC Executive 
 pgiacomini@sgvcc.org . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 415-488-8888 ext. 250
Howie Cort, Gym/LOFT Coordinator  . . . . . . . . 415-488-4118 ext. 219
 hcort@sgvcc.org
Buck Chavez, Family Advocate - Gym/LOFT . . . 415-488-4118 ext. 218
 gym@sgvcc.org
Amber Smith-Dulin, Family Advocate - Gym/LOFT 
 asmith-dulin@sgvcc.org . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 415-488-4118 ext. 218
Alexa Davidson, Young Adult Coordinator . . . . .. . . 415-488-4888 ext. 251 
  adavidson@sgvcc.org
Robin Hendrickson-Nelson, VAST Coordinator 415-488-4118 ext. 506
 vast@sgvcc.org
Zoila Berardi, Family Advocate - Gym/LOFT. . . . .415-488-4118 ext. 309
Sophie Davidson, Family Advocate - Gym/LOFT . .415-488-4118 ext. 309
Alyssa Gleason, Family Advocate - Gym/LOFT  . . .415-488-4118 ext. 309
Lhasa Yudice, Family Advocate - Gym/LOFT . . . . .415-488-4118 ext. 309
The LOFT . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 415-488-4118 ext. 218
Gym Office  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 415-488-4118 ext. 219
“Zoila’s” Childcare Center  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 415-488-4118 ext. 309
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