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Heart of the Valley
Honoring Richard Sloan
by Rebecca Teague
Every Monday morning, our staff gets together for a past week run down and a review of what’s
to come meeting, appropriately dubbed Nuts and Bolts. Often, part of these meetings will
involve figuring out the logistics of a speaker coming to the Lagunitas Middle School for the
Social and Emotional Learning program or a discussion on how our afterschool LOFT program
can better meet the needs of the school community. Our staff will also share stories from the
latest Open Classroom play or Montessori’s Malokoff Diggins adventure. Everyone that works
here, save one person, have kids either attending school in the Lagunitas School District or have
graduates that went through the programs. One of the perks for those of us who have graduated
out, after years being part of an incredible school community, is that we have not had to say
goodbye. Working at the Center, means still being part of.

By Larry Rippee
Four years ago, Ted Wright (musician, activist
and all-round swell guy) came to the Community
Center with the inspiration to hold a festival
focusing on world peace to run in tandem with
the International Day of Peace—a good idea
that has blossomed into an annual event. This
September the Center happily presents the 4th
annual International Day of Peace Festival with
live music, guest speakers, films, food and a wide
variety of activities focused on the subject of
global peace.
The United Nations’ International Day of Peace is a truly global event observed by quite
literally millions of people, through villages and cities, local communities, cultural, education, environmental and arts associations. The UN has declared this as a day devoted to
strengthening the ideals of peace, both within and among all nations and peoples.
On Saturday, September 22, the festival will present the music of Los Cenzontles. Los
Cenzontles music is an amalgam of various regional folk music traditions of Mexico
including banda, mariachi, rancheras, norteno, corridos, cumbia, and bloeros (along
with some rock and roll). The band has performed with David Hidalgo of Los Lobos,
Ry Cooder, Taj Mahal and numerous others. A documentary film about Los Cenzontles,
Conexiones: Los Cenzontles In Cuba, was released last year and has been screened at the
Philadelphia Latino Film Festival, San Diego Latino Film Festival and other venues.
In addition, we offer the music of renowned jazz vocalist Deborah Winter. Deborah performs straight-ahead jazz mixed with a blend of inspirational, folk and rock. She’s worked
with Bobby McFerrin and his Voicestra group, legendary drummer Tony Williams and
stellar Brazilian guitarist Jose Neto. Deborah was recently featured as part of the Marin
Women in Jazz concert at the Showcase Theatre at Marin County Civic Center.
Also on the bill is The Quarks, an innovative local band performing original funk folk
rock that celebrates humanity and the quest for peace.
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“The Center leadership and staff are loving caretakers of our school and community. The
Center staff is part of our school team. They help with the heavy lifting and each year
bring fresh ideas to the important work of raising the next generation of Valley kids,” said Laura
Shain recently. Laura, Lagunitas School District’s
Principal, and the other administrators, teachers
and school board members, have been incredible to
work with in building our after-school, tutoring and
enrichment programs.
One person that has truly embodied the spirit of
this partnership is Richard Sloan. Richard is known
for his blue bandanas, Halloween pumpkins and
his bold, fiery commitment to the San Geronimo
Valley’s children and families. He has been a catalyst for community activism and involvement and a strong-willed leader since he moved here from Berkeley in the early seventies. He has taken leading roles in creating program choice and building and designing
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The Community Center’s proud partnership with the Lagunitas School District is robust
and multi-faceted. We built the Community Gym together eight years ago, and have
shared the upkeep and care since. We have also worked together on building garden,
sports, art, music and emotional literacy programs. The Community Center is in the
unique position of being able to meet the needs of the District when they arise. Recently a
staff member from another Marin community center visited and he expressed his admiration for our relationship. He said it was inspiring to see we were such great collaborators
for the children of the Valley.
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Rolling Stones
by Dave Cort, Executive Director
Summer is a time for graduations, celebrations, reunions,
travel, exploration and changing up your daily schedule.
My family touched on all of these in the summer of 2018.
In June my daughter Sadie graduated from Portland State
University with a degree in Conflict Resolution and in
August my son Daley married Jane Sears at a beautiful
ceremony and celebration at my sister’s home in Napa.
The outpouring of love for my children overwhelmed
me, as they reached these major life milestones. My mom
made two trips to the west coast to celebrate with her
two oldest grandchildren and brought incredible energy on the dance floor. One important principle that I have learned and embraced in family and community life is that it is
healthy on so many levels to celebrate these important milestones.
Over the next year we will be doing a lot of celebrating and bringing the community
together as the Community Center will reach a huge milestone in the fall of 2019 in serving the community for fifty years. We will kick off the fiftieth anniversary celebration at
our annual Gala on October 13th at the San Geronimo Golf Course. At the Gala we will
be honoring the partnership between the Lagunitas School District and the San Geronimo
Valley Community Center which had it’s start in the fall of 1968 when the Lagunitas
School District Board of Trustees began a process to decide what to do with it’s original
school building which was opened in 1928. At the Gala we will be honoring long time
Trustee Richard Sloan who has been a champion of the School and Community Center
partnership since his election to the School Board in 1971. We are looking forward to the
Gala and honoring Richard.
I was thrilled with the level of programming that took place at the Community Center
this summer. Our Human Services and Safety Net programs, our programs for children,
youth, teens, and young adults, as well as our Arts programming were cooking on all levels
throughout the summer. Through the generosity of our donors and foundations we were
able to build a budget surplus to purchase a fifteen-passenger van for all of our programs.
Having this vehicle greatly expanded our ability to provide increased programming for
community members of all ages. Our summer programs for youth include a 7-week camp,
a 5-week summer bridge program for incoming kindergarten students, tutoring programs, a
rock and roll band camp, an adventure camp for middle school aged students, and various
field trips to beaches and parks.
In September and October we have some wonderful events taking place at the Community
Center. We are thrilled about the Peace Festival that will be taking place here at the Center
on Saturday, September 22nd. At this free event there will be awesome speakers, music,
workshops, food, and films. On September 15 and 16 the Community Center will be the
site for a Clean and Sober Music Festival. Local residents who are committed to celebrating
in a healthy, clean, and sober fashion are producing this event. Again, mark your calendars
for our annual Gala that is taking place on October 13th. Stop by the Community Center
to say hello and to check out our community based programs.
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four well-loved, heavily played on playgrounds in our community. He has served on the
Lagunitas School Board of Trustees for forty-three years, with only a short break to serve
on the Community Center Board. I recently got to talk with Richard to hear about his
earlier years, the time before he committed to our community and our school district.
Richard has lived his life with the intention to leave places
better than he found them. He has done that in the beautiful playgrounds he has designed and built, one of which he
is designing right now for Peri Park in Fairfax. He left San
Quentin better after working as a compassionate probation officer and social worker. His time at San Quentin
inspired and informed his work with fellow local activist
Salle Soladay. Together they established the Committee for
Prisoner’s Humanity and Justice, an organization that Salle
and Richard fought for prison reform and against indeterminate sentencing. Richard left UC Berkeley a better place by
joining and actively supporting the very first campus political party, SLATE. He organized peace marches with Sandy
Dorward and Judy Voets and was an active member of the
Richard Sloan, 1954, Naval Academy
Peace and Freedom Group. There are other places he’s shown
up and dug in; draft board protests, caucusing for Ron Dellums in Miami and anti-Vietnam
demonstrations. He has always been a fighter for the underdog, a believer in human rights and
the human voice.
In 1964, after returning from his time as an Army Intelligence Officer in Germany,
Richard and his family left Berkeley, moving out to Inverness where he found an idyllic
life. He supported his family by driving the bus for Shoreline School District and lifeguarding out at Hearts Desire. He was offered work as an apprentice contractor which
would take him out of Marin regularly, so he and his family needed to move closer to
town . They decided Fairfax was too populated, and staying out West was too far out, so
they found the perfect compromise on Arroyo Road in Lagunitas. We are a lucky community that Richard has spent the last 53 years making the Valley better than he found it.
Steve Rebscher, Lagunitas School Board member remarked, “Richard holds a special place
in the heart of the Valley. I have worked with Richard on three playgrounds and for more
than ten years on the school board. What most impresses me about Richard is his unwavering focus on supporting children and justice in society. Whatever the topic, whatever the
consequences, Richard acts from an internal compass. I have not seen him stray from that
dedication over the two decades I’ve known him. That is something I would say about very
very few individuals I have ever known. I am deeply grateful for knowing him.”
Richard’s dedication to fostering healthy communities and families is directly in line
with our mission here at the Center. We are very much looking forward to honoring
him. This year’s Gala Honorary Committee includes Mary Jane Burke, Marin County
Superintendent of Schools, along with Jean Berensmeier, Lagunitas School Trustees
Denise Santa Cruz Bohman, Meegan Ochs Potter, Steve Rebscher, and Christopher Sabec.
Lagunitas School Superintendent John Carroll, Principal Laura Shain, and Chief Business
Officer Jeff Lippstreu will also join the Honorary Committee.
Come celebrate Richard, the Honorary Committee, and our proud partnership with the
Lagunitas School District on October 13th at our Heart of the Valley Gala! We will come
together to enjoy delicious Good Earth catering, great dancing to DJ Carlos Wells, and
celebrating with the best community around at the San Geronimo Golf Course. This is
our biggest fundraiser of the year and all proceeds benefit the critical programs that keep
our Valley diverse and thriving. Join us! Tickets will be available online at www.sgvcc.org.
Don’t miss out! Get your tickets today!
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Volunteer Profile:
Noah Marty
by Noah Marty
Sitting here today, working in an office at the San
Geronimo Valley Community Center, is something
I can say I never expected when I first started volunteering here eight years ago. As a middle schooler at
Lagunitas Middle School, my main concerns were
baseball, video games and hanging out with friends.
One summer though, I learned about an internship
program at the Community Center and decided
that it would be a lot of fun to try it out. Little did
I know how much of an impact this would have on
my life, and the role the Community Center would
play in it moving forward.
My name is Noah Marty and I lived in the Valley from
my earliest childhood memory to the day I left for college last fall. During the school year I now reside in
Sacramento, attending Sacramento State University and
majoring in Political Science. I could talk about my college experiences all day, but that’s not what this is about; my focus is on the Community Center,
and how my volunteer experiences shaped where and who I am today.
Starting out at the center as a young volunteer, I assisted with the LOFT Summer Camp
for most of my time. This was a lot of fun and I got really good experience not only working with kids, but with everything else that came with working with kids; staying calm in
stressful situations, being patient, and overseeing groups of people. Over the years as I grew
older, I began to get more involved with the Community Center’s other programs, most
specifically the senior lunch and foodbank. Every Thursday during the summer I was at the
Center from setup to take down of the entire event. These days were my favorite - I loved
every second of it - from throwing away the occasional expired orange to carrying tables, it
was my favorite thing to do. I felt involved in something bigger than just myself, being a
part of a team with a shared goal of helping the community was truly such valuable and eyeopening experience for me.
It was here at the Community Center that I discovered my love of helping other people. My
passion for trying to improve and help my community has been at the center of everything
I’ve done since that first summer as an intern. My college essays focused on it, my scholarship applications focused on it, and my platform to run and win Vice President of Outreach
for the Sacramento State University Democrats was built on it. This passion for helping
others has been everything for me, the feeling of fulfilment and satisfaction one gets from
making a positive change in the lives of others is un-paralleled, and it is what drove me to
pursue a career in public service. I never would have found out how amazing of an experience it is if I never had been that young, eager volunteer who just wanted to see what it felt
like to help. To anyone thinking about helping, or just looking for something to do, I can
think of no more valuable way to spend a few hours than volunteering.
If you want to volunteer, please contact Poko Giacomini, pgiacomini@sgvcc.org
And if you are interested in our internship program, please contact Will Hubert, whubert@
sgvcc.org

Support Your Community Center
•

Make a monthly contribution

•

Contribute stocks, bonds, real estate or a vehicle

•

Make a planned gift to the Community Center through your estate planning.
To donate, visit www.sgvcc.org

VOLUNTEERS
The following people volunteered in the Community Center’s Food Bank, Senior Lunches, Arts and
Events, School Readiness, School Dances, Gardening and Maintenance. Thank you!!! We apologize if
anyone was accidentally left off the list. Please let us know and we will add your name!

Dinelle Abrams
John Adams
Huda Al-Jamal
Carole Alter
Alejandro Alvarado

Giesla Alvarado
Linda Amari
Debra Amerson
Kristy Arroyo
Manny Arroyo

Elizabeth Ayers
Andrew Bafuey
Andrew Bailey
Bard Bailey
Al Baylacq

VOLUNTEERS continued
Lisa Baylacq
Cristina Bejarano
Nancy Bennett
Jean Berensmeier
Lee Berensmeier
Paul Berensmeier
Beverly Berrish
Kirsten Jan Blasio
Adrienne Bourveron
Barbara Brauer
Larry Brauer
Sarah Brewster
Patty Brockely
Elizabeth Burnham
Elizabeth Byrne
Richard Kevin Cabral
Tim Cain
Don Carney
John Carroll
Joshua Carter
Sadie Carter
Jean Chapman
Mary Chapman
Alan Charne
E.J. Chavez
Chelsey Chite
Laurie Chorna
Ellen Christiansen
Rev. Kate Clayton
Sylvia Cornejo
Daley Cort
Dorothy Cox
Teresa Dallara
Alexa Davidson
Katie Davidson
Mike Davidson
Samantha Davidson
Donn DeAngelo
Gaetano DeFelice
Rond Allen DeLeon
Dominican Nursing
Students
Neely Evnoff
Janelle Fazackerley
Jim Fazackerley
Jerry Feickert
Stephanie Fein
Jeff Felland
Roberta Floden
Laura Flores
Daniella Fogel
Chuck Ford
Dwayne Foster
Lila Friday
Tealy Gapinski
Maria Martha Garcia
Mihouche Gargcia
Andrew Giacomini
Rakanui Giacomini
Susi Giacomini
Al Giddings
Catherine Granville
Lesley Gray
Don & Luisa Greer
Jim Griffiths
Judy Hall
Mijo Hall

Halleck Creek Ranch
Marilyn Halseth
Cio Hernandez
Rachel Horton
Mike Howe
Chrystal Hunter
Richard James
Lars Johnson
Muniera Kadrie
Wendi Kallins
Dahlia Kamesar
Elan Kamesar
Kyra Kennedy
Allison Keyes
Geri Kientz
Bev Kinsey
Jean Kinsey
Steve Kinsey
Kayla Kinsman
Michel Kotski
KWMR Radio
Skye La Ponte
Linea Larsen
Shumei Liu
Jennifer Livingston
Rich Lohman
Miranda Lorell
Al Lubow
Rebecca Maloney
Jon Marker
Cipriano Martinez
Esther Martinez
Noah Marty
Shannon Matzke
Joyce McGhie
Pat McGraw
Will McQuilkin
Alexander McQuilkin
Catherine McQuilkin
Michael McQuilkin
Bud Meade
Kevin Meade
Marty Meade
Susan Micheletti
Carl Miller
Jeff Miller
Regina Miranda
Ashley Murray
Jodie Newdelman
Elaine Nehm
Legal Aid of Marin
Greg Odin
Open Classroom Students
Peter Oppenheimer
Para O’Siochain
John Parkman
Karisma Patel
Emily Persico
Marcia Phipps
Allison Puglisi
Dave Puglisi
Irv Rabinowitz
Susan Radelt
Cody Rahn
Laura Ramirez
Jonah Rasmussen
Nancy Ray

Molly Rea
Revolution 9
Shery Rice
Savannah Robinson
Sharie Roft
Lourdes Romo
Socorro Romo
Elena Roncaglie
Dave Rosen
Marty Rosenblum
Shawkie Roth
Haley Russotti
Michelle Rutledge
Fasha Rys-Solorzano
Angelo Sacheli
Sadaf Sadar
Isabelle Salcedo
San Geronimo Golf
Course
San Geronimo Preschool
Socorro Santiago
Margo Schmidt
Nick Scott
Liz Seabury
Rosemary Sharp
Pam Sharpe
Blythe Shelley
Laura Sherman
David L Sherwood
Marion Shippey
Richard Sloan
Jay Soladay
SPAWN Interns
Michael Stephens
Sean Sullivan
Beth Cooper Tabakian
Tom Tabakin
Katie Terwilliger
Cyrus Thelin
Jasper Thelin
Kira Thelin
Leelee Thomas
James Tolbert
Jo Tringale
Halina Triong
Dolma Tso
Nina Tso
Sharon Valentine
Katherine Vickers
Vilda Foundation
Elizabeth Villano
Vivian Vivas
YuYu Wai
Katie Walker
Nick Ward
JeanA Warner
Tina Wayte
Rosemary L. Winslow
Conrad Williams
Charlie Wirtz
Woodacre Garden Club
Emily Zims
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Human Services
Food Bank Banter
by Nicole Ramirez
Living in the Valley for over 20 years now, I have grown so proud of a beautiful community
filled with so much resilience and compassion. I have been able to witness firsthand what it
takes to be a true community. This very unique place is like a vibrant tapestry that continues
to grow, and change. The fabric of the valley is what makes it so special. It’s the natural open
spaces, funky houses (well some of them), dirt roads, the creek, the artist community, the
musicians, the elders, children, animals, and most of all the love.
Last October I witnessed the love in this community when the San Geronimo Valley
Community Center became an emergency evacuation site for victims of the Santa Rosa &
Sonoma fires. Community members showed up to help out in any way possible. Donations
and volunteers were so voluminous that we had to ask the community to cease. It was then
I knew that this community will band together when times are tough. Our community
showed up for another community and embraced them as are own. That was a validation to
me that we have something here that is special, so let’s sustain this thread of being kind and
resilient when thrown off course.
The efforts of local community groups like VERG (Valley Emergency Readiness Group),
help us to prepare and began to have those conversations of preparedness. Whatever it is
we are preparing for we all know that the rural setting that makes this place so special also
makes us far from services. We must prepare to be able to do it on our own. So, that being
said have an emergency pack ready, food & water supply and an exit route. On July 21,
the Marin County Fire Dept. conducted a voluntary evacuation drill for the San Geronimo
Valley in attempt to prepare the community in event of an evacuation. This gave valley residence the practice run of what they might do in an emergency. I do not live in fear, however
after witnessing what a disaster can do I choose to be prepared. The Marin County Division
of Aging and Adult Services issued us Emergency Meal Boxes for seniors that would sustain
an individual for 5 days. We distributed to our Seniors with a FAQ sheet of what the boxes
are intended for and the life of that box. Thank you, for preparing our seniors.
I have faith that this community will rise together in any event. Let’s not anticipate what
might happen let’s be ahead of it and PREPARE.

Senior Programs,
Activities and Services at
the Community Center
The San Geronimo Valley Community Center is excited to be offering healthy and
interactive programs for people of all ages. We are especially proud of our programs for
people 60 years of age and over – our Senior Lunch, our cultural events, art shows and
much more. We also have an electronic newsletter with updates every few weeks with
new information and lunch menus. Send an e-mail to Nicole Ramirez at nramirez@
sgvcc.org to have your name added to the list.
We are offering ongoing programs here at the Center to keep our lives vibrant. There
are also an array of classes that are reasonably priced listed in our Stone Soup Catalog.

Ongoing Programs:
Senior Lunch Mondays and Thursdays at Noon
This very popular program has been operating since February 2009 at the Center. We
have delicious well-balanced meals brought in from the kitchens of Good Earth Natural
Foods with new menus every week. Some of the most popular meals are taco day,
eggplant parmesan, and barbequed chicken. All the main courses have great sides and
salads and fresh fruit. It’s the happening event for a healthy meal and great conversation
with neighbors and friends. Suggested donation for seniors is $3 a meal and for others
the charge is $6 per person. Monday’s lunch is in the West Room and Thursday’s lunch
is in the Valley Room here at the SGVCC.
Emergency Food Pantry Thursdays at 1-2 p.m. in the West Room for people attending the Senior Lunch. Fresh nutritious food—fresh produce, dairy, canned goods, eggs,
chicken – to prepare healthy meals at home. (The Food Pantry is also open on Mondays
from 9am-5pm).
Mah Jong Learn how to play or play with others on Friday afternoons from 1:00 until
3:30 in the Living Room at the SGVCC. Bring your set if you have one.
Ping Pong Thursdays at 1pm after Senior Lunch. A free program in the Community
Gym offered by volunteer Jack Sayers. Also, Sundays from 6–9 p.m.
Jazz in the Afternoon Thursdays at 1:30 p.m. in the Valley Room following Senior
Lunch. Every week a Jazz combo with Judy Hall and friends play great music for all to
enjoy. Free
Growing Old Gracefully–A Senior Peer Counseling Group, Wednesdays from 10 to
11:30am. Volunteer counselors help senior members of our community sort through
the transitions and realities of aging that we all face: the loss of independence and control, isolation, and declining physical health. Limited to 10 seniors. Sign up with Sarah
Brewster at 415-488-0419.
Senior Book Club Meets the second Monday of each Month at 1 p.m. in the Living
Room. Please contact Carl Miller at psycarl@gmail.com

Rebecca Maloney

Food Bank
Emergency food distribution is offered two days a week, year round to Valley families.
Staffed by local volunteers, the Food Bank is supported by the Marin Community Food
Bank and by generous donations from local Valley people and service organizations.
Information is provided on nutrition and healthy eating, and, when available, fresh surplus
produce from the School-Community Garden is offered to Food Bank clients.
The Food Bank needs volunteers. Can you help on Thursday mornings at 9 am or after-

noons at 4 pm? Call Nicole 415-488-8888

The Community Center Food Bank is open Monday from 9: 00 am – 5:00 pm and Thursday
afternoons from 2:00–5:00 pm.
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Excercise for Alta Cockers Mondays and Wednesdays at 10:45am-11:45am; Tuesdays
at 8:45am-9:45am in the Valley Room. This class is fun! In one hour you will warm
up, stretch, dance, (sometimes ballet or Latin, belly dance, jazz, waltz and more) Tai
Bo & Qi Gong. All working together organically and synergistically adding up to one
hour of “Doing the Right Thing” and we get to Yiddish too. Oy! Be a mensch, forget
all your tsuris, don’t forget to tighten your tuches and come to the San Geronimo Valley
Community Center Wednesday mornings. Guaranteed to work your stomach muscles
by laughing. And guess what it’s FREE and it’s beshert (Meant to Be).
Handwork Group
Living Room Thursdays at 1:00 p.m. following the Senior Lunch. Knitters, quilters,
embroiderers, weavers, hand stichers, crocheters and crafters in a fun and relaxed
environment. Don’t hesitate to drop in. Everyone is welcome. All levels of skills from
experts to those just getting started. Learn the basics, tricks, or follow complex patterns.
Knitting is Zen. Practice makes perfect.
Volunteer Opportunities We have many ways that seniors provide support to the
Center for its various programs and activities. Please call Nicole at 488-8888, ext. 254
if you have some time to spare and we will try to find a job that fits your interests and
schedule.

Senior Peer Counseling
and Growing Old
Gracefully in West Marin
by Sarah Brewster and Carl Miller
For the past seven years I, Sarah, have volunteered as a trained Senior Peer Counselor in
Marin. I can truly say that it continues to be some of the most rewarding “work” I’ve ever
done. Many of the clients in this program are isolated or alone. Some have physical limitations, some are not connected with family or friends, many are alone and lonely. The peer
counselors come from very different backgrounds, but we all are good listeners.
As a Senior Peer Counselor I meet weekly with my client for an hour or so and we just talk,
sharing our experiences, our changing lives, our concerns, and our connections to this very
special part of the world. Together we laugh, we grumble, we pause to reflect, and, at times,
we cry. Ours is not a conventional friendship (we don’t socialize, for instance) but we create
a special bond based on our mutual concerns, one that is quite deep. The relationships with
my clients have thought me much about living, about growing old, and about dying as well.
I also co-facilitate a group for seniors that convenes weekly at the San Geronimo
Community Center. We call the group Growing Old Gracefully, or GOG for short. Here is
Carl’s story about his involvement in GOG.
A few years ago, I, Carl, retired from my career as a psychotherapist and moved to San
Geronimo Valley. Many years before, I had discovered this beautiful valley and decided that
it would become my home in my later years. To connect with the community, I joined the
Growing Old Gracefully group. This group sounded like something that I could really use
to help navigate this new time in my life. I think that I was the youngest in the group at age
67, and the oldest was a sharp-as-a-tack age 98. The group was facilitated by two wonderful
women, trained as volunteer Senior Peer Counselors by the Marin County Department of
Health and Human Services. Since then, it has become a weekly event for myself and nine
others in the West Marin community.
This is not a therapy group, it is just a group of peers getting together for discussion. We
start by checking in about how our week went. From our check in, it is often apparent
which topics that we would like to discuss. We laugh a lot, we talk about family, we talk
about our past and where we came from. We discuss the changes happening to our bodies
and minds. We talk about food, the goings on in West Marin, and how to reduce the accumulation of years of “stuff ”. We talk about who’s a good plumber, gardener, or carpenter. We
offer and get advice for coping with challenges. We offer and get sympathy when needed.
We discuss adjusting to our changing world.
After a year as a group member, Carl took the Senior Peer Counselor training and now he
helps facilitate our group.
The Growing Old Gracefully group is unique in West Marin. The Senior Peer Counseling
Program would like to start additional groups and to serve additional individual clients
as well. Volunteer Counselors are needed. If you are interested in becoming a Senior Peer
Counselor, referring a client, or starting another group please contact Pam Roman at 415
473-4358.

TAY (Transitional Aged
Youth)
by Madeline Hope
Marin County Young Adult Services Project, funded through Marin County Health and
Human Services, has allowed San Geronimo Valley Community Center to continue to
support Transition Age Youth (TAY) living in our West Marin community. This year, the
TAY-Team will retain our working relationships with last years eight TAY-Innovators from
the four geographic areas of West Marin (San Geronimo, Point Reyes, Tomales and Bolinas/
Stinson Beach) and double the number of TAY-Innovators to sixteen.

Youth Leadership Corner
by Will Hubert, Youth Leadership Coordinator
At the San Geronimo Valley Community Center, one of our
greatest assets is our ability to align multiple programming objectives with different funding sources to enhance delivery of quality
human service programs. The Center’s Transition Age Youth (TAY)
programming is a wonderful example of this.
Recently, the West Marin TAY Innovation program, which is
designed for young adults ages 16-25, met for a gathering at
Chicken Ranch Beach in Inverness, California. Chicken Ranch known for its sandy coastline and sweeping views - is managed by
Marin County Parks and Open Space. The TAY gathering was a
success on multiple fronts.
First, our group utilized Marin County Parks and Open Space land as a container for our meeting. The land provided us with a sense of place, purpose, and connection. Hosting our gathering at Chicken Ranch aligned perfectly with the Community Center’s support from a Marin
County Parks and Open Space grant aimed at increasing public access to local park lands.
Secondly, the land at Chicken Ranch Beach served as a healthy space for TAY and adult allies to
come together and build community. The TAY program in West Marin is administered through
the San Geronimo Valley Community Center with a grant from Marin County Health and
Human Services. Recent Community Café events held throughout West Marin revealed that
young people lack access to healthy meeting spaces, as wells as to opportunities to engage with
adult mentors. Our recent gathering was a textbook example of how human services programming can meet multiple community needs simultaneously. In this case, we both increased access
to parks and provided a platform to support community services for young adults.
It is an exciting time for community-building, youth development, and humans services programming
in West Marin. This time feels particularly exciting to me, a former wilderness therapy guide and current Master’s student in Recreation, Parks, and Tourism at San Francisco State University. After many
years working in and out of the wilderness, I’ve witnessed the clear and profound connection between
improved mental health and spending time in nature. Indeed, recent research shows that [in general]
spending time in nature decreases people’s anxiety and stress levels. What a pleasure it has been to
work for the Community Center, an organization which supports efforts to bridge the gap between
mental health, youth development, and access to local public lands.

West Marin Coalition for
Healthy Youth
by Madeline Hope
On July 17th, the West Marin Coalition for Healthy Youth began gave a presentation to Board of
Supervisors on this past years Coalition Café - Needs Assessment which took place in the geographic
hub areas of West Marin, including Tomales, San Geronimo, Point Reyes Station and Bolinas/Stinson
Beach. Our Guiding Question for each Café was: What are your best ideas for supporting Youth and
Young Adults living in West Marin? The Coalition Café Findings fell into five buckets which are:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Increase access and transportation options among regions
Support mentoring opportunities for Youth and Young Adults
Identify and support indoor/outdoor spaces for youth and young adults to gather
Increase planning and coordination of youth and young adult activities across all regions
Increase parent education, support and networking

Through the robust community process, our West Marin Coalition has a greater understanding of
ways to reduce risk factors and increase protective factors for youth, young adults and families living in
West Marin.
Our focus this year will be to build capacity with each of the four geographic areas of West Marin
by developing and implementing a community based system of delivery and/or a Prevention Plan.
We hope you will consider supporting a Prevention Plan with our sector partners across West Marin.
Together we will increase equitable access to resources as well as increase resiliency of youth, young
adults and families in the each of the four geographic areas of West Marin. For more information
please visit our page on the San Geronimo Community Valley website (sgvcc.org).

This summer, the TAY Team recruited and met with our TAY Innovators who hosted and/
or participated in the four community café’s this past year. As we met, we discussed projects, identified in the community cafes and leadership opportunities that the TAY team and
SGVCC value. As a Team, we are open to our TAY Leaders helping to determine what lies
ahead in each West Marin hub area. We are grateful to our community partners and TAY
Innovators/Leaders who will contribute to a year-long TAY Innovation Leadership Program
for our sixteen TAY in West Marin.
TAY Innovators will plan and conduct 1-2 projects in each of the 4 West Marin hub areas.
TAY Leaders will provide their TAY peers in residents with pro-social activities and/or
enrichment opportunities. These projects will be based on the findings identified in the
community meetings to address issues such as access to services, community building and
mentoring opportunities.
Currently we are recruiting for our TAY Advisory Committee. If you and/or your organization can support the development of Young Adults living in West Marin, we invite you to
contact SGVCC front office. Please join us.
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Youth Programs

VAST

by Nicole Ramirez
This Summer the San Geronimo Community Center was in constant motion with its Youth
Programs. We offered a variety of amazing activities for children to engage in. For the children
who are entering kindergarten this year they were able to participate in a FREE 5-week School
Readiness program known as Summer Bridge. Seven students were able to gear up for their
new adventure in education and routine. We had a blast! Summer Camp was a fun 5-week
adventure as well. Campers played, hiked, danced and went on field trips every Friday in our
new van. Our VAST outdoors engaged students in reading and writing in the beauty of our
wonderful valley. Adventure Camp outings captured the interest of the older children who
wanted to venture out of the Valley and seek out new areas. Valley Rock Camp was true to its
name and rocked out every day with a concert finale at the end. So needless to say, this place
was alive as usual. Thank you to all the families and children who participated in this year’s
Summer Programs. Many Thanks to our amazing staff that made all this possible.

VAST

The Valley After School Tutoring Program (VAST) offers one-on-one tutoring and homework
help for students at affordable rates.
For more information contact Robin Hendrickson-Nelson VAST coordinator at vast@sgvcc.
org or at 415-488-4118 ext.506
For more information about any Youth Programs please contact Nicole Ramirez at
415-488-8888 X 254 or nramirez@sgvcc.org

Playgroup for Children 0-5years

Join the valley Playgroup for fun, FREE, playtime. Playgroup takes place in the San Geronimo
Valley Community Centers East Room on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 10am -12.
Accompanied by parents, grandparents, and caregivers’ children are able to meet new friends,
socialize, explore and have fun.

Zoila’s Aftercare for grades k-3rd

Announcement to families: This year Zoila’s will be closing at 5:30pm in accordance with all
Community Center Youth programs.
We welcome new families and children as well as returning ones to our wonderful afterschool
program known as Zoila’s for the school year 2018-19. We offer afterschool care to children
grades kindergarten through third grades. Children can enjoy a tasty snack and play afterschool with their friends.

The Loft

Welcome back! The Loft is an amazing space for 4th-8th graders to come hang out after
school. The Loft offers so much to do with air hockey, Dance Dance Revolution, Foos ball, art
projects, and not to mention that students have the gym access as well for some great exercise.
The price for the Loft is $300 for the year of fun!

Lagunitas School District
by Steve Rebscher
has been a clear focus from parents during the past ten years. Laura Shain, our principal,
Rae Turner and our new math teacher Tony Guerrero have taken the lead with this longterm goal. The result: following several years of school wide effort, this year all Lagunitas
graduates entered Drake High School at or above grade level math placement!

Future planning for our schools starts with You!
As you know we have jumped head first into Long Range Plan 2018 for our school district.
The summary of input from our first community forum was presented at our June school
board meeting and will be available, as we proceed, on our school website for review.
The importance of the Long Range Plan cannot be overemphasized. From my perspective, this
plan is the road map that should guide our daily efforts to bring the best education possible to
our children each and every school year. Thinking about our evolving Long Range Plan led me
to take a minute to reflect on some of the priorities set by our community in the 2004 Long
Range Plan and our school board over the past few years and how these goals translated to
actions affecting our kids in the Lagunitas School District.
•

Without doubt the push to standardize education and judge both students and our
schools by their performance on simplistic standardized tests represents possibly the greatest challenge to successful education, and particularly our school district, in the past two
decades. “No Child Left Behind” legislation was signed into law in 2002 and dramatically
changed the educational environment for school children across the nation. As punitive consequences threatened to reduce or eliminate federal funding for “low performing
schools” programs like art and music were quickly abandoned at many schools to focus
solely on math, reading and science. Broadly based curriculum that stressed critical thinking and the essential relationships between subjects were eliminated to spend time strictly
“teaching to the test.”

Based on clear public input our school district vigorously opposed these policies. A standing
committee was formed and members of our school board, teaching staff and administration
met with county, state and federal leaders to describe in detail why our individualized educational programs support children’s education better than standardized approaches. We were
successful in avoiding these attempts to define our local educational priorities until the punitive portions of No Child Left Behind were removed at the beginning of the Obama administration. This was a huge victory for our students.
•

•

Based on community support, and specific direction from our 2004 long range planning
forums, our school board has strongly supported salary growth and maintenance of excellent benefits for our staff. With the strength of this support the district increased teacher
salaries more than 30% over three years shortly after the 2004 Long Range Plan was
adopted and has continued to support our staff with increases in every year since, even
when districts to the north and south of us were reducing the number of school days or
suspending contracted yearly increases for staff in the face of increasing deficits.
Improvement in academic preparation, particularly working to ensure that our graduating
middle school students are confident in their math skills as they enter Drake High School
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•

Responsible fiscal management and careful use of our community supported parcel tax
funds have been priorities throughout the term of our current Long Range Plan. This perspective set the stage for our district passing through a major recession, and corresponding deep cuts in school funding, without significantly reducing student services, without
reducing the number of school days and without staff layoffs.

•

Completion of a gym for everyone in the valley was the direct result of long-term community based commitment, effort and gritty determination. The cooperation between the
Gym Committee, the San Geronimo Valley Community Center and the Lagunitas School
District is an outstanding example of what can be done when people from many points of
view join in a common cause to support an idea that truly builds our community. Now,
young children to senior citizens enjoy sports, recreational opportunities, classes and summer camps every day of the week.

Again, each of these critical priorities started from the ground up in our community and each
survived with the ongoing energy of parents, staff, administration, community members and
our school board. To match these successes we need to match the thoughtfulness and interest
that is a hallmark of our community school. The following are just of few of the focused comments from our April 18, 2018, Long Range Plan forum that received widespread interest. I
have posed the comments as questions.
•
•
•
•
•
•

How can we support healthy use of personal electronic devices (cell phones and tablets) in
our school environment?
What new educational activities might best stimulate valued learning for our children,
particularly cross-disciplinary activities and greater access to outdoor learning activities?
How can we create a program to teach a second language at our school?
What life skills are important for our schools to teach: conflict resolution, working in a
team, leadership, social media, enjoyment of learning?
How do we stimulate interest in art and music and provide effective instruction?
How can we better empower students to be effective citizens as they mature; participate,
resolve conflicts, advocate for justice?

Please remember that these are just a small sample of the many topic areas that arose during
our discussions among approximately 50 community members in April. There will surely be
more as we proceed with our plan and how these topics evolve to become action items will
mark the true value of this project. What is important is your thoughtful participation. This
plan will shape the look and feel of our school for the next decade. Be a part of it!

San Geronimo Valley Community Gym
by Howie Cort and Buck Chavez
Middle School After School Sports . . . What It’s All About . . .
As we begin another school year, we begin to gear up for our after school- linked fall sports programs.
We have an unusual way of doing things in the Valley and our after school sports program is no different. Buck and I both work for the Community Center, as well as the school, so it can be confusing about who coordinates what when it comes to our after school sports programs. I am the middle
school Athletic Director and also help to staff our after school program, The LOFT. Buck teaches
P.E. in the middle school and also works at The LOFT. That’s why our after school sports programs
are a seamless transition between the middle school and the Community Center. Our after school
sports programs are the epitome of what school linked programs should resemble with our middle
school and the SGVCC working together to provide healthy opportunities for our kids. Buck and
I work in concert to ref all the home flag football games, run our County Cross Country race, The
Bobcat Challenge, help coach and ref the Girl’s volleyball team, help to coach and ref the boys and
girls basketball games and work/coach the kids who want to do Spring Track. As the middle school
Athletic Director I organize all the teams, permission slips/ forms, parent communications, schedule
games and matches, along with securing rides for our athletes by getting parent volunteers to drive
to games and meets. The last seven years, I have been in charge of coordinating our all county crosscountry meet: The Bobcat Challenge. Every year, we have between 350/400, kids from all over the
county, participate in our meet. It takes a lot of time, coordination along with the volunteer efforts of
many people. I am truly thankful that, every year, I have an amazing group of volunteers who step
forward to assist me in creating a meet that is considered top notch.

Community Center Mountain Bike Program

Our Mountain Bike Club will start up again in early fall. Emile Mulholland will lead the 6th8th graders on Wednesdays starting at 2:00 p.m. and the 3rd-5th grade group on Thursdays
starting at 3:00 p.m. Come build your confidence and appreciation for our natural world
while learning good bicycle handling skills and strengthening your body!

Senior Bike Rides

All of our after school coaches are volunteers. If you have a skill set you would to share regarding the training or coaching of our athletes during our cross-country, flag football, basketball,
volleyball or spring track seasons, please let me know!

Senior mountain bike rides are starting up again in September. Meet Emile at 10:00 a.m., on
Thursday, at the Community Center, for some healthy pedaling along and awesome exercise in
our beautiful Valley. Return by 11:30!

You can email me at: hcort@lagunitas.org

For more information, contact Emile at emilemulholland@gmail.com

Sunday Table Tennis:

Sunday evening table tennis continues from 6:00pm-9:00pm.It’s so popular, people from
the City and the East Bay show up to play! Don’t be shy. This evening is for adults and
kids at all skill levels and Jack will make sure you get a paddle, have someone to play with
and even teach you how to get a wicked spin on your serve! For more information email
Jack at jsayers@sgvcc.org

Basketball Open Gyms:
Co-ed Basketball - Monday 5:30p.m. Women get first dibs on playing each game and teams
are filled out by leftover guys. The expectation is women will get their run in, the ball will be
shared and hard, physical play will be held in check. Your donation in the bucket helps offset
our maintenance costs and helps to keep the lights on.

Cross-country team

Campus Upgrades
Completed in the
Lagunitas School
District:
Community Celebration & Ice Cream Social - September 17, 2018
The Lagunitas School District is pleased to invite the entire San Geronimo Valley Community
to tour our campuses and view the beautiful, functional improvements to our school facility
on Monday, September 17 from 5:00 pm-7:00 pm.
Over the last four years, the District has used Measure B bond funds to complete significant
upgrades to classrooms, infrastructure and outdoor spaces. This event will be celebration of
completion of all bond work and an opportunity for the school district to express its gratitude
to the voters and tax payers who made it possible.

Men’s Open Gym - Wednesday 7:00 p.m.: Be prepared to shoot foul shots in order to get in the first
game. Games move quickly as we want to rotate players in who are waiting to play. Your donation in
the bucket helps offset our maintenance costs and helps to keep the lights on.

Valley Rock Camp
By Howie Cort
Rock n’ Roll is Alive and Well in The Valley
Our inaugural Valley Rock Camp was a roaring success. The last week of July, Terry’s Music
Room was vibrating and rocking out with guitar, drums, keyboards and bass. The band consisted of Henry on guitar, Luca, who was visiting from Nashville playing keyboards, Henry on
bass and Zeke on drums. Meeting Monday through Friday from 10 a.m. until 2 p.m., teachers Jeff Miller, Tim Cain, Terry Shea and Howie Cort help to guide the band members along
as they worked through some classic tunes including The Safari’s “Wipe Out”, a classic blues
riff, Green Day’s “When I Come Around”, The Troggs “Wild Thing”, and to top it off, ZZ
Top’s “Sharped Dressed Man”. Even though there was quite a bit of challenging material, the
band was undaunted and tore through the songs like seasoned pros! It was an inspiring week
for the teaching staff as they watched the band members push themselves, tirelessly work on
their individual parts and begin to understand how each band member needs to listen to each
other. Their week of musical dedication was topped off by an exhilarating performance for parents and friends the last day of camp. We hope to continue this musical magic and are looking
forward to our next Valley Rock Camp.
Stay tuned and Rock on!

Guided tours will begin at 5:00 in front of the Multipurpose Room on the lower campus and
will feature viewings of projects that were completed on time and under budget including
hardscape/patio outside the Montessori buildings, classroom upgrades such as flooring, casework and windows, outdoor seating/instruction areas at the Middle School, doors, partitions,
flooring and a spectacular new playground on the upper campus.
At 6:00 pm all tour groups will re-convene in front of the multipurpose room for an ice cream
social and community celebration.
Please join the Board of Trustees staff to help celebrate an improved learning environment for
the Valley’s children!
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Thank You!

Community Center
Contributors
by Rebecca Teague, Fund Development
Coordinator
It is Gala season at the Community Center! This year we will be honoring Richard
Sloan and celebrating the partnership between the Lagunitas School District and the
San Geronimo Valley Community Center. On Saturday, October 13, 2018 please join
us at our Heart of the Valley Gala at the San Geronimo Valley Golf Course. This is
our biggest fundraiser of the year and attending is a great and fun way to support our
Community Center.
Your contributions, both large and small, are the key to insuring that our organization is able to serve our Valley every day, providing vital programs and human services.
The future looks bright as we continue to expand our services to meet the needs of the
community in the areas of Health and Wellness, Disaster Preparedness, and providing a
Safety Net for families and for seniors through inclusive programs.
Please consider joining our Council of Major Donors, which is comprised of individuals, families, foundations and businesses that make exemplary financial contributions
to the Community Center each year. Each of these donors support our mission to
foster healthy communities within the San Geronimo Valley and Nicasio by providing a dynamic center for locally based human services, arts and culture, education, health and wellness, and community building. Council members come from
the Valley, Nicasio, Fairfax and other neighboring communities. Each member of the
Council makes a substantial direct or in-kind contribution. The collective impact of
Council members’ contributions is incredibly important to the financial health and
well-being of the Community Center.
Other ways to financially support the Community Center include making a monthly
contribution, contributing stocks, bonds, real estate or a vehicle, joining our Legacy
Circle by making a planned gift to the Community Center through your estate planning or by contributing to our Deepening Roots Campaign Endowment Fund.
We are grateful for your support and trust in our Community Center. You can make
a recurring or one-time gift today through our website www.sgvcc.org, by sending in
a check or by giving me a call at 488-8888. The following individuals, businesses and
grantors have made generous contributions between May 10, 2018 to August 15, 2018.
Thank you and see you at the Gala!

Community Center Wish List
If you would like to help the Center by donating any of these items or becoming a volunteer,
please call Poko at 488-8888, ext. 250 or email pgiacomini@sgvcc.org. We look forward to
thanking you in the next issue of Stone Soup!
The Office:
• Copy Paper • Pens • Tape • Pencils
The Kitchen:
• Strong volunteers to help set up and break down Food Bank on Thursdays
• Flatware: Forks, Spoon & Knives
• Teachers for one-time cooking class
The Loft
• Clean Large Area Rugs
• Leather Couches
• Vinyl bean bags
• Paper
• Wii Games
• AA Batteries
• PE equipment in good condition
Don’t forget that donations of food are always welcome at the Food Bank, so organize a food
drive at your church, community or youth group today, and we’ll specially thank you in the
next issue of Stone Soup!
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Lagunitas Brewing Company
David Lakes and Stephanie Fein
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Stan and Sue Loar
Kayleen Lopez and Kenneth Busse
George Lucas Family Foundation
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John McNeil and Michaela Fleming
Michael and Catherine McQuilkin
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Sandra Slater
Peter Smith
Jeffrey and Gina Smith
Evergreen Tree Service
Andrew Stadler and Lyda Cort
Rex Stewart
Mary Lee Strebl
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Terra Insurance Company
Dennis and Jody Thompson
Chuck and Grace Tolson, Dickson Ranch
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Valley Tree Service
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Woodruff Sawyer & Company
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California Endowment
Community Development Block Grant
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Enterprise Foundation
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Freitas Foundation
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Hartford Foundation For Public Giving
Kaiser Permanente
Lagunitas Brewing Foundation
Marin Charitable
Marin Community Foundation
Marin First 5
Nathan Cummings Foundation
Olympic Club Foundation
Presbyterian Hunger Project
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West Marin Community Resource Center
Jack and Patty Wright Foundation
Union Bank Foundation
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Carol and Steve Rebscher
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With Respect
Francine Blum

Francine Blum was gifted to God surrounded by her loving family on the evening of June 9th, 2018.
Born to Louis and Ann Moresco, (deceased) Fran is loved and missed by her three children, Russ
Blum of San Anselmo, Laura Timmer (Scott) of Concord, and Therese Berner (Richard) of Burbank.
She is also survived by her four grandchildren, James and Michael Berner, and Tracie and Christopher
Timmer, as well as her sister, Marie Bellante of San Mateo, and great aunt, Mary Ward of Millbrae.
Also important to her life, were her late lifelong friends, Barbara Meyer and Maryanne Kolonoski..
After teaching school briefly in the city, she began appearing on the “ Captain Fortune” television
show on KPIX. She became so popular that she was given her own show called, “Trudy Time.” After
she married the late, Arthur Blum, she continued her show for some time. In 1955, she cast her first,
“New Year’s Baby” son, Russell Blum. Choosing family over fame, Francine and Art produced two
more sequels, her daughters, Laura (1958) and Therese (1961) and then left show business. Later,
Fran and Art moved to Marin County, where they soon divorced. Left with a new house and three
children, Fran decided to go back to teaching which then became her passion! So began her journey
of a dual life, a full time mother and what ended up being a 30 year career teaching middle school at
Lagunitas School. Both journeys taken side by side led to great successes as her kids flourished while
her students gained the impact of her passion. Francine directed the school theatrical plays yearly, all
of which became a “must see” in the valley. She even gave Wynonna Judd her first role. (from the
Marin IJ)

Griffe Griffiths

Ronald Duncan “Griffe” Griffiths, aged 81, forty year resident of Woodacre, CA, died unexpectedly at home, in the arms of his beloved wife Suzanne, on June 30, 2018 as the result of
an injury sustained in his workshop. His tragic death is a devastating loss for his family, friends
and the West Marin community, leaving an enormous hole in the hearts and lives of his family
and the hundreds of friends, students, and neighbors who love and revere him. Born October
9, 1936 in Liverpool, England, Griffe grew up in Walton-le-Dale in Lancashire. As a boy he
attended St. Leonard School, which emphasized music and art. His education was very rich in
that he was introduced to nature and how nature’s designs were used in art and architecture,
and he traveled extensively throughout Europe where he studied how the builders of Cathedrals
and churches used decorative structural and functional art in metal, stone and wood. He
graduated from Harris Art College, Lancashire with a BA in Theatre Arts, having studied Art
History, Art in Architecture, Religious Studies and Religions’ Influence on Art, in Christianity
and Islam. He traveled the world, including the Far East, Middle East, North Africa, Europe
and America. After college, from 1958-1960, he served as a Signals Intelligence Officer in the
British Special Forces as a member of the Far East Land Forces during the Malaya Emergency.
In 1964 he emigrated to the United States, traveling on the Queen Mary to New York City.
There, he joined the faculty at Sarah Lawrence College where he designed and built sets for
theatre productions and assisted with teaching theatre arts students. While in NYC he met a
metal sculptor in Greenwich Village who needed assistance with a commission of his, welding up a fountain, and it changed his career and life, setting him on a new path and with a
new passion, working with metal. He refined his craft over the years, shaping and moving
metal, exploring how other metals can be worked such as silver, bronze and iron. He went on
to become a master craftsman, working in metal for over 50 years, specializing in the arts of
Chasing and Repousse, and forged copper and bronze. His true passion was working in copper, designing and creating decorative, sculptural & functional art metalwork, with nature as a
major influence in his life and art. He was master craftsman and an inspiring teacher and mentor, and devoted the later years of his life to teaching adolescent boys and girls the art of metalwork. He was a Master member of the Baulines Craft Guild, involved with their apprenticeship
program, and taught introduction to metalwork at The Marin Youth Center and at The Loft
at San Geronimo Valley Community Center. He also taught his young student apprentices for
many years from his studio workshop in Woodacre, being a strong proponent that the metal
arts should be passed on to our youth and to adults who wish to learn more about Craft and
Art, and that the use of the hands is a fundamental skill and part of human development. His
students loved him deeply and he changed many lives through his teaching. He also had a
special place in his heart for animals, and was well known throughout Woodacre for his walks
through town, visiting all the dogs - which he knew by name - feeding them dog biscuits, and
chatting up the neighbors. Deeply loved and respected by his family, friends and community,
he was a larger than life renaissance man, spiritually wise, full of grace and loving kindness, joy
and good humour, with a great heart and soul, and boundless love generously shared with his
family and friends. He was devoted to his wife and children, had deep and enduring friendships, made all our lives richer, and leaves behind a legacy few can aspire to. Survived by his
beloved wife, Suzanne Griffiths, sister Norma Crook, children Ron (Rebecca), Rayne (Ariel),
Zoe (John), and Ithyle (Angela) Griffiths, grandchildren Max, Megan, Ryland, Dominic and
Ever, and great-granddaughter Magnolia... mother-in-law Patrice Chaisson, brothers-in-law
Daniel (Sandy) and Peter (Martha), sisters-in-law Anne (Jim) and Michelle (Joe), and nieces
and nephews: Cameron, Glynn, Craig, Keiron, Jacqui, Lauren, Samantha, Jake, Danny, Emma,
Zoe, Jack, and John…..and Bunny his beloved cat. In lieu of flowers, please make donations
in support of Griffe’s deep belief in the value of arts for youth, through a donation to Youth
in Arts: http://www.youthinarts.org. “I believe that as artists & craftsmen we should always
to strive to perfect and explore the many avenues of the metal arts and to pass what we have
learned on to others.” – Griffe (written by Griffe’s Family)

Jack Kamesar

Our beloved Jack Kamesar peacefully drew his last breath at home surrounded by family and
loved ones on May 22, 2018. There will be a service in his memory on Saturday September 8,
2018 at 2:00 at the San Geronimo Valley Community Center, 6350 Sir Francis Drake Blvd San
Geronimo CA 94963
Celebration of Life Service outdoors. Indoor Reception to follow including his Art and Video/
Slide Show
We look forward to sharing memories of Jack with you.
We are grateful for the comfort we have received from your kind words and flowers—Dahlia &
Elan

Liz McConnell

Lisbeth “Liz” Rayley McConnell Jan. 29, 1927 - April 5, 2018 Liz died unexpectedly, but peacefully,
exactly 16 years to the day after her dear brother, John. Their sister, Gracia, passed away three years
ago. She grew up in various towns of Marin County, including Mill Valley, Belvedere, Ross and San
Anselmo. Liz attended Tamalpais High School, then went on to “Marin Junior College”, as it was
named in those days. Her family had moved to L.A., so during her time there she stayed at a boarding
house in Kentfield called “Mac Hall”. Little did she know that she would eventually meet and marry
the son of the owner of the boarding house, Bill McConnell, when he came home from the war! Bill
and Liz went on to have three kids, Kevin (Jill), Pete (Rita) and Megan Illingworth (Rich). Because
she had moved so many times as a child, she and Bill wanted to have a permanent location for her
own children to grow up. Bill built a wonderful home on top of a grassy hill in Woodacre, where they
lived an idyllic life for the next 54 years. Liz enthusiastically did science experiments with the kids on
the “putting green”, art projects, took them on adventures and got “the boys” interested in playing
music, which they still do! When the kids got old enough, Liz began working as a secretary at the
Lagunitas School, where they attended. She worked there with her dear sister-in-law, next door neighbor, and partner in crime, Carol Rayley. Daughter Megan lived with them for many years, so her kids
were able to experience the magic of growing up on Hill Avenue. Due to their pilot son, Pete, Liz
and Bill were fortunate to be able to travel to many countries. They also traveled many times to visit
Megan and grand kids in their “other life” in Mexico. Besides her kids, Liz is survived by her grand
kids, Ariana, Kaitlin, Lindsey, Jonathan (Megan), Kim and Jennifer (and their dear mom, Sue), greatgrand kids, Isaiah, Micah and Stella Maria (Ari) Laylani, Nayeli and Javier (Lindsey). (from Marin IJ)

Salle Soladay

Salle Seaman Soladay, mother, grandmother, activist, attorney and writer passed away Monday,
July 23, 2018 at the age of 83 after battling renal cancer. Born April 16, 1935 to Lebanese parents Jay Seaman and Lila Waheed. Salle’s grandfather, Kaiser Waheed, was a shoemaker and a
poet, who had studied with famed Lebanese poet, Kahlil Gibran.
Salle and her two younger brothers, Jabreen and Keith, spent their childhoods in California’s
San Joaquin Valley as their parents were able to leave their early jobs as cobblers and build
thriving businesses in retail clothing, real estate and agricultural. Salle was a promising classical
pianist in her teen years, then entered the University of California at Berkeley in 1953. There,
she met her husband James Richard Soladay, a Cal graduate student.
In 1956, Salle had her first brush with the political advocacy that would later define her legal
career, and which landed her on the front page of the San Francisco Examiner. During a House
Un-American Activities hearing in San Francisco, Salle was so moved by a witness’s impassioned
rebuke of the repressive McCarthy-era interrogation that she spontaneously rose to her feet and
applauded loudly. She was subsequently escorted out of the hearing by a Federal marshal.
Salle graduated from UC Berkeley in 1958, visibly pregnant with her oldest child, Rebecca, and
went on to become one of just a handful of women in her UC Hastings Law School graduating
class of 1965. She was admitted to the California State Bar 1967, after the birth of sons Mark
James, and Jay Joshua George.
An outspoken female attorney in a male dominated profession, Salle maintained a dynamic private
legal practice throughout the ‘70s and ‘80s. She represented individuals who were victims of discrimination and institutional racism, including an early transsexual medical malpractice case and a death
penalty appeal for a man with intellectual disabilities. She initiated federal civil rights lawsuits against
the California prison system to remedy dangerous work conditions and unconstitutional and cruel
prison conditions, particularly the use of solitary confinement. A self-professed radical, Salle worked
in the Bay Area Black Power and prison justice movements. She took on cases that were considered
impossible, battling forces that were larger and better funded than she.
Salle mentored and influenced many law students, encouraging them in future careers in public service. She embraced a collaborative team which included law students, investigators, expert witnesses
and other attorneys who worked in a semi-improv manner which encouraged creative thinking to
solve complex legal cases where the odds were narrow and the stakes high. Throughout it all, Salle
maintained a joie de vivre. After moving her practice to a cavernous San Francisco waterfront warehouse, she would hold regular gatherings with clients, attorneys, artists, writers, family to talk politics,
strategize and listen to jazz musicians in the great acoustical space that doubled as her office.
Salle’s life also sustained considerable unhappiness including divorce, the death of a son, and a
death threat against her that drove her underground for some time. She spent the later years of
her life in quieter pursuits; enjoying the company of her grandchildren, immersing herself in
politics, and writing. One of her last smiles came as a grandson joked with her that Trump had
been impeached and replaced by Noam Chomsky as president, and that Palestine was free.
Soladay is survived by her brother Keith Seaman, her daughter Rebecca Soladay Kennerly, son
Jay Soladay, and four grandchildren, Nicholas Kennerly, James Kennerly, Tai Lila Soladay and
Molly Soladay
In lieu of flowers, please send donations in Salle’s honor to the American Civil Liberties Union
(ACLU) www.aclu.org/donate. (from San Francisco Chronicle)
As we went to press, we are sad to report that long-time Valley resident Dwayne Foster passed away.

Milestones

Daley Cort and Jane Sears were married on August 4, 2018 at a beautiful ceremony and
celebration in Napa. Daley who grew up in the San Geronimo Valley is the son of Dave
and Howie Cort. Jane who grew up in San Rafael is the daughter of Brad and Norma Sears.
Currently Daley and Jane are living in Forest Knolls.
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Arts & Events

Peace Day Schedule - September 22, 2018 Noon-6:00pm
Valley Room

East Room – Film Center

12:15 Welcome, Opening Ceremony
12:15-1:00pm
12:15 West Marin Rotary Club & Peace Project
12:25 Hannah Doress
12:35 Susan Shannon
12:45 Laurie Marshall
1:00-1:40pm Deborah Winters performance
1:40-2:00pm Wavy Gravy leads a discussion about peace
2:00-3:00pm Los Cenzontles performance
3:00-4:00pm
3:00 Kevin Danaher
3:30 Bill McCarthy
3:45 Felicia Chavez
4:00 Susan Santiago
4:15-5:00pm The Quarks performance

12:00-1:00pm		
1:00-2:00pm 		
2:00pm-6:00pm
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April Wolcott’s films and live feed from International Peace Day
Los Cenzontles Film
April Wolcott’s films and live feed from International Peace Day

All day in the West Room and the outdoor courtyard we will have a fun Kid Zone,
great vendors selling their wares, local non-profit booths, Lagunitas School Band and
dance performances, art making, conflict resolution and peace workshops.

Peace Day continued from page 1

Speakers include Kevin Danaher of Global Exchange, Bill McCarthy of Unity
Foundation Susan Santiago of KWMR (pieces of peace), Felicia Chavez, president of
the Marin chapter of United Nations Association, Chaplain Susan Shannon and the legendary “flower geezer” Wavy Gravy.
Will Hubert will offer a Hike for Peace to Roys Redwoods starting at 10:30am. Other
events and activities are planned including guests speakers and films. There will be a
Kidszone, bouncy house, booths plus food supplied by Revivir la Cultura and much more.
This year we are especially proud to be working in conjunction with the Lagunitas School
District. On Monday, September 24, the school will conduct all day curriculum activities
around the theme of global peace. Guest speakers that day will include Ashanti Branch.

2018 Autumn Gallery Art Shows at
the Maurice Del Mué Galleries
Valley Room — Enter through Lobby
West Room — Adjoining Valley Room
SEPTEMBER
Valley Room		
Jack Kamesar and Peter Strindberg Memorial Art Show
				with the Bagel Boys
West Room		
Jack Kamesar and Peter Strindberg Memorial Art Show
				with the Bagel Boys
OCTOBER

Commenting on his reason for creating this festival Ted said: “Our lives and sense of wellbeing are currently impacted by so much divisiveness, and unprecedented polarization of
our country. The daily drum beat of wars, trade wars and impending climate change crisis
does not do much to foster a climate of basic hope, something we all very much need in
our lives. Coming together to celebrate Peace is akin to watering those very thirsty weed
choked plants of peace in the garden of our lives, and seeing and feeling them respond
with green and flowers.

Valley Room		
West Room		

Let us always be students of peace and revel in its magnificence, it’s power to awaken, to
inspire, to unify and beautifully transform.”

Reception Sunday, November 11, 4-7pm

October 14, 15, 16

RockSoberFest group is presenting their event at the Community Center. For more info: csmusicfest.org.

The 28th Annual Spring
Arts Show

Saturday, October 20th, 8 pm

by Larry Rippee

RockSoberFest

Barry “The Fish” Melton Band
Having played together since the early 1980s, The Barry “The Fish” Melton Band continues to
uphold the tradition of San Francisco Rock & Roll that put the Bay Area on the musical map in
the mid 1960s. Their music is best summed up by a line from one of their songs – “When the band
starts playing, I don’t want to stop!!”
BARRY “THE FISH” MELTON (Country Joe & The Fish)
DAVID BENNETT COHEN (Country Joe & The Fish)
PETER ALBIN (Big Brother & The Holding Company)
ROY BLUMENFELD (The Blues Project)
DAVID AGUILAR (Norton Buffalo)

Sunday, November 4th, 4 pm

Rita Glassman with celloist Alex Kelly Concert
Rita Glassman is a professional singer/songwriter, Cantor, Chaplain, and “Music for Peace” Artist. In
her Cantorial role, Rita has served congregations in New York, Marin County, Iowa City, Iowa, and
most recently the historical Congregation Sherith Israel in San Francisco.

TBA
Tom Tabakin

Reception Sunday, October 14, 4-7pm
NOVEMBER
Valley Room		
West Room		

9th Annual Pressing Matters: Printmakers Group Art Show
9th Annual Pressing Matters: Printmakers Group Art Show

Coming Soon: 4th Annual International Day of Peace Festival September 22

It’s been a season of remarkable art shows and a
season of loss.
There’s no way for me to walk into our gallery
spaces and not think of Jack Kamesar and Griffe
Griffiths. Aside from being great human beings both were profoundly central to
the arts of the Valley.
Griffe and I were planning a solo exhibit for this year; I last saw Jack at the Spring
Art Show reception. He was preparing for the upcoming Bagel Boys show.
We are continuing the August ‘Bagel Boys’ exhibit through the month of
September in the Maurcie Del Mue Galleries. The Bagel Boys are group of primarily Valley artists who meet each Tuesday morning at the Woodacre Market to share
stories, discuss art and stimulate their close friendships.
This show was first envisioned some time ago to highlight the Bagel Boys work
and to honor the memory of artist comrade Peter Strindberg. In the meantime,
Jack Kamesar also passed. So the show became a dual memorial.
Participating artists in the Bagel Boys show are Brian Frank Carter, Harry Cohen,
Skip Henderson, Lars Johnson and Karen Worth.
(There will be a memorial for Jack Kamesar at the Center on Saturday, September
8th)
As far as upcoming exhibits, what remains of the year promises to be exciting.
October will feature the always surprising work of Tom Tabakin and in November
we will host the 9th annual Pressing Matters: Printmakers Group Show. Pressing
Matters is a group show highlighting local print artist’s etchings, woodcuts, linocuts, lithographs, screen prints, monoprints, letterpress and monotypes.

Saturday, December 15th, 7 pm; Sunday, December 16th, 4 pm

Michael McQuilkin Family Music Hour XVI
Lagunitas School Multipurpose Room, 1 Lagunitas Road, San Geronimo
(around the corner from SGVCC)
$10 suggested donation
Join us for a special evening of music featuring some of the
Valley’s greatest musical talent!
Hear the Chavez family singers, Tealy Gapinski, Kira Thelin,
Andrew Giacomini, the McQuilkin brothers, , Lila Fox,
Indigo Jenkins, and other featured performers with the
Valley All-Star band, Tim Cain and the Lagunitas Horns!
Come find out why this event has been packed every time – it’s
so much fun! Bring the whole family – it’s a great reunion for
the returning college students and everyone else.

KIDS WELCOME! “Music brings families together!”

Photo by Michel Kotski. Griffe Griffiths and Jack Kamesar talking to
Thomas Fetherston at the Spring Art Show reception.
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Alphabet Soup
Compliled by Martha Allen
Flicker

by Henry Yakich
Graceful, yet hungry
Slithering slyly
A bright scalding hand that keeps reaching
Crackling and sputtering
As it scrounges
For leftover bits of debris.
Like a scarlet tongue
Lapping hungrily to and fro
Casting long dark shadows
That dance with joy upon the dark cold walls.
It keeps flickering
Flickering in pain
This way and that
Every crackle it gets more desperate
Trying to escape an invisible force, a dark barrier
That curls smoothly around it, inescapable.
It flickers around in panic
Desperate, needing
It seems to want to talk to you
To tell you something
All you want to know
But you can’t understand its cries
Never, as you focus your tired mind
As it flashes there
Trapped, concealed
With a silent flicker forever.

The Mystery by The Shore: A True Story

Instructions

A small fellow in the water,
Near the shore, hiding in the sand,
Its big tail going place to place,
But a boy, not big
Walks into the water.

The small pointed ones make little lines
so be precise
There are big ones with long bristles
so go all out

by Axel Bensch

The boy takes one step,
His footsteps onto this
Black, small, slimy creature,
ZAP!!
Blood rushes out of the boy’s foot,
The small, slimy creature,
Streaks past like
The speed of light,
Swimming away.

The Thistle’s Secret

by Liam MacGabhann
Day after day
the sun
beats down
small
thistle
spikes so
tough
on the outside
inside
warm bursts
flavor
blasts
love
rays
fun
night comes
all light
fades
and the
thistle
can rest
once again.

Reflections
by Suzanne Sadowsky
Cleaning out my closets
When I retired from the Community Center a year and half
ago, I had it in my mind to clean my closets, getting rid of stuff
that I don’t really need, clothes that I haven’t worn in years, or things I bought on a
whim and never really liked. Well today, Saturday, July 7, 2018 I got it in to my head
that this was the day to get started. Wow! What an experience!
There are a few items in my closet that I bought for special occasions and never wore
again and never will, but I just hung on to them. Then there are the boring go-to
items that I wear day in and day out.
As I sort through, trying things on, throwing some things away, recycling others,
I find some newly discovered items and move to the front of the closet for current
consideration. Every piece of clothing that I pick up has a memory. There was even
the dress that I wore to my nephew’s Bar Mitzvah. (My nephew is now 62). When I
look at my closet I am actually looking at my life. It’s kind of a memoir in my head.
I recall the phrase: “It’s the clothes that make the man.” What about the clothes that
made the woman? Every stage and aspect of my life needed different things to wear:
work clothes, casual clothes, dressy dresses, maternity clothes, lots of basic black in
many different sizes,
I am leaning into in a new period of my life. Old Age. Retirement. The Golden Years.
Call it what you will. This is my project: Although it may not last, I’m in a time of
life when I am experiencing the most autonomy and personal agency. I have my own
schedule. I no longer have a job. I am single, my daughter is strong and independent
and my grandchildren are healthy. I see this time as an opportunity for personal
growth and expression. I will first clean out my closets then go on to the rest of my
stuff—unused china, books, chotchkas, photographs. CDs, vinyls, etc., etc., etc.) Each
sorting will remind me of who I was when I acquired those objects, what was I doing
at the time. But most importantly this is an opportunity for self-discovery. Who am I
becoming? And what shall I wear now to dress the part. I want to discover my style.
And I hope to write more about my journey.
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by Kalae Rasmussen

There are angled brushes
so paint all angles of the house
(A green house with thin windows that let the wind in
with green staircases that bruised our knees)
There are round brushes
So create many circles
A sun, a moon
(The red ball on the green staircase)
There is red paint
(so paint the burning cigarette
Sitting on the porch)
There is brown paint
(so paint the piano in the living room
that your sister neglected)
There are fan brushes
so make lots of flowers
Blue one, red ones, yellow ones
(orange ones that you can see through the thin windows)
There are dotter brushes
so make swirls
(swirls my sister draws)
There are oil paints
so make a Mona Lisa
(or make a portrait of your friend)
There are acrylics
so make The Starry Night
(or paint a starry night in Lagunitas)
There are watercolors
so be sure to make the sky.

Dirt First
by Will McQuilkin

Wendell Berry once wrote, “Nature is party to all our deals and decisions,
and she has more votes, a longer memory, and a sterner sense of justice than
we do.” I thought about that quote a lot over the summer, while 16 wildfires
burned across California, bringing incredible, at times terrifying change to people and places. I
remember looking out at smoke from the Carr fire, which was started just days after I wandered
into the Trinity Alps on vacation. The smoke plume towered over everything. It looked like a bomb
had gone off.
But fire is not an unnatural phenomenon, in fact it is entirely natural, and should be expected in
our home state. California has a fire adapted ecosystem, meaning that fire has at least three roles to
play in sustaining and maintaining the state’s natural life. The chaparral and conifer communities
that litter California’s landscape is dependent on fire. Fire plays a crucial part in regeneration of the
vast shrublands of California’s densely urbanized chaparral ecosystems. Fires also clear the forest of
underbrush, opening the forest floor to sunlight. Fires also reduce forest debris where fallen branches and leaf litter have accumulated by burning it and returning nutrients to the soil.
Yet, as a state, California’s relationship with fire has always been repressive. That is, Americans living in California have always sought to stop fire, to make it docile. We think that the only healthy
relationship with fire is one in which people have all the power. But that is a fallacy. We will never
be more powerful than the forces that shape the world. By suppressing them, we actually endanger
human life more than we protect it.
The rational thing to do then, is to accept that we live in a place that needs fire to be healthy.
Gardens can be a part of this relationship change. Gardens require water, and a reasonable gardener
must accept that supplying oneself with water is always better than using a state supply. Install a
cistern. It can be used to both water your garden, and act as a personal supply of fire deterrent
when a fire visits your neighborhood. Plant trees that are naturally fire resistant. Did you know that
the first white people to come to California were intrigued to find fire scars at the base of Redwood
trees? It indicated that the trees had survived the fires that scorched the wildflower meadows at
their feet. Redwood bark has vertical grooves and a thickness that is not easily penetrated by flame,
therefore it is naturally fire resistant.
We need to change our relationship with the land if we are going to evolve as a species. Our relationship with fire should be an excellent place to start.

Wilderness Calls
by Paul Berensmeier
Nature’s Rhythm

Darkness . . . motionless . . . quietude . . . the scent of fresh
mist. Morning meditation . . . sit still . . . the birds are in their
nests . . . the deer deep under the bay . . . a new day is dawning
. . . listen . . . to Nature’s Rhythm. Anticipation, first bird call . . . tentative . . . a distant echo, another, gradually more, louder. Fast, long, melodious trilling . . . winter
wren! Distant liquid crescendo . . . Swainson’s thrush! She comes alive now . . . wren,
thrush, raven, woodpecker. A pileated woodpecker call . . . the Woody Woodpecker
laugh! A high pitched cry . . . a child? . . . another . . . suddenly a simultaneous chorus of calls . . . coyotes howling!
Soft distant humming . . . droning a base accompaniment . . . listen to the undertone
. . . honey bees! Wings flutter, one whistles swiftly . . . raven! The flock moves in. A
distant raucous call . . . the immature is trying to get one more meal. He comes hopping nearby, fooled by my stillness. Can’t fly yet . . . hopping, jumping. It is difficult
to get through the thick grass and ferns to the others’ distant calls.
This rhythm . . . nature’s time. Do we move too fast to feel it? Are our mind’s too
cluttered to remember it? Is our attention elsewhere so we are not able to hear it?
Slow down . . . wait a moment . . . patience. It doesn’t take long. Then . . . the young
little junco appears chirping his presence in . . . continue to wait . . . stay still. Then
mother suddenly drops straight out of the sky . . . feeds the cranky little guy, mouth
wide, chirping, fluttering wings. Another flitter of wings . . . then silence . . . stillness.
But wait . . . a faint rustle in the forest. A fern sways gently. Mother deer . . . big ears
alert . . . is it safe? Two fawns tremble, freeze, then bound into joyous life at this fresh
exciting newness . . . sprinting in the new day. Oh boy, what will it bring? Another
runs fast the length of the house . . . stops . . . sprints back right by me. Then repeats
the merry making . . . just for fun.
Nature comes in full . . . in her magnificence . . . her elegance . . . her gentleness
. . . her ancientness. Rejoice in this morning magic mystery! Everything’s so alive!
Bursting . . . dripping with the energy of life, living . . . will, intention, inspiration!
A change . . . a hidden cue . . . a slight shift in energy . . . and the wren goes quiet,
the thrush too. The ravens fly away, deer blend in, disappearing into the forest . .
. and nature starts her diminuendo . . . energy decreasing . . . softer. A quietude .
. . no bird call . . . no animal movement. A different sound . . . normal day sounds
we’re used to . . . a car door, child’s voice, engine starting. It has begun . . . humans
are starting their day. Why not start it each morning by awakening with Nature’s
Rhythm? Why not remember to stay in balance with it and carry it with us throughout our day so everyone we meet can appreciate a little piece of its magic?

Tonight’s Sky

Valley
Environmental
News
by Debra Amerson
We enjoy the Paso Robles area and visit 2-3 times a year and have become friends with
Marty & Frank, the owners of a beautiful olive farm in Creston California called Olivas
de Oro Olive Oil Company, who produce small batch extra virgin olive oils and make
complimentary farm grown products which they ship to club members on basis. We
joined their club and get quarterly shipments of their latest tasty olive oils plus invitations to attend periodic farm to table lunch and dinner events. In October 2017, we
attended a wonderful lunch spread and were serenaded with acoustic music by a guitar
vocal trio, while people created lovely olive branch wreaths, petted baby sheep and loved
up the two big farm dogs. We were invited to park our Airstream trailer on a picturesque ridge surrounded by sage green olive trees I every direction and we enjoyed an
extraordinary vista forty miles wide. This tight knit rural community reminds me very
much of our San Geronimo Valley, with neighbors know each other and they even have
their own version of the Two Bird Café called the Loading Chute.
Last month, I received a sad email from Olivas de Oro Olive Oil Company telling
us that their olive farm had caught fire and their farm store had burnt to the ground
while the manufacturing plant was severely damaged land luckily, nobody was hurt.
Marty and Frank were out of town when the news arrived that the family business was
scorched. A roadside fire started as a result of a passing car or truck with a faulty catalytic converter. The fire department retrieved evidence in the ash and determined that
small fragments of melted metal literally shot out of malfunctioning catalytic converter
like red-hot chunks, igniting the road side vegetation near the olive tree farm. When
a vehicle with a failing catalectic converter rolls down the road, it kicks out these hot
chunks of metal at various increments starting spot fires. Several of the mammoth sized
fires in California and other states are started by faulty catalytic converters. This was
new information for me and I feel it’s worth sharing with my community.
We in the SGV can learn from this story and hopefully inspire each of us to take our
cars, trucks to our mechanic shops and have the catalytic converter checked for proper functioning. Since we live along a busy well-traveled tourist corridor and we can’t
control the outcomes caused by faulty catalytic converters and careless cigarette smokers, passing by in cars, big delivery trucks and on motorcycles, we SGV residents can
minimize our day to day fire risks by taking responsibility for our own vehicle safety.
Over the past six weeks, with the help of loving neighbors, friends, family and club
members, Marty and Frank have moved from grief, stress and sadness to hope in
action during the rebuilding process … today the new Olivas de Oro Olive Oil
Company farm store is framed and sits surrounded by charred black rubble . . . like
the phoenix rising from the ashes. www.olivasdeoro.com

(Sept–Nov)

by Rich Lohman
It is rare to have the four brightest planets appearing in our night sky at the same time.
At the beginning of September we will have a short time when we can view, from west
to east, Venus, Jupiter, Saturn and Mars. To see all four at one time you’ll need to be in
a place where you can see low in the west and across the southern sky to the southeast.
Look for the following at about 8:30 pm: Venus, very bright and setting in the west;
Jupiter, also very bright and higher in the southwest. Saturn, dimmer, still higher and
due south; Mars, very bright and high in the southeast. Note, especially, the reddish color
of Mars. By mid-September Venus will have set and each of the others will have moved
toward the west.

If you can catch Venus with a small telescope (or binoculars) just before it sets at sunset
you may be able to see that it is now in a crescent phase. Jupiter will set at about 9 pm
in late September, but look on the 9/13 for a nice crescent moon just above our largest
planet. On 9/18 you will find a first quarter moon (half lit) about halfway between reddish Mars and yellowish Saturn. Saturn sets about mid-November, but Mars will be with
us into the new year, albeit much dimmer than in September. I hope you’ll be able to find
a small telescope to view the beautiful rings of Saturn.
Now a bit about prominent stars and constellations in this sky. In the last issue of Stone
Soup I referred to Sagittarius (the “teapot”) and Scorpius with red giant star, Antares, at
its heart. They are still with us looking low in the south. The teapot is just below Saturn.
High overhead, following the natural arc of the Big Dipper’s handle, you’ll find another
red giant star, Arcturus. Three other 3 bright stars appear soon after sunset. They form
what is known as the “Summer Triangle”, an isosceles triangle. Early in September find
Altair just above Mars. It is the vertex of the triangle, in the constellation, Aquila, the
eagle. Keep going upward to find Vega, to the right, and Deneb, higher and to the left.
They form the base of the triangle. Vega is in the constellation Lyra, the harp. Deneb is
part of Cygnus, the swan.
Finally, for those of you who want to get a bit more serious about locating objects in the sky I’d
recommend that you get an app for your smartphone. There many available. The one I use is
called “Night Sky”. By holding it up to the sky it will show you what you are looking at and/or
confirm what you thought you already knew. Questions? Email: richneal@pacbell.net

SGV Community Center Stone Soup Page 13

SGV Healthy Community Collaborative
About the Healthy Community Collaborative
Since 1996 the Community Center has hosted monthly meetings of the San Geronimo Valley Healthy Community Collaborative (HCC). The collaborative gives local organizations
and individuals the opportunity to gather at the Community Center and share information about the work they do on behalf of our Valley community. Each member organization of
the collaborative is invited to submit a short update on recent activities and information on upcoming events that reflect the collaborative community composition of the HCC. Each
member organization is responsible for the content and accuracy of their submission. The HCC meets on the second Wednesday of the month 3:30-5 pm. If you would like to come to
the meetings, send an email to dcort@sgvcc.org

San Geronimo Valley Emergency Fund
The San Geronimo Valley Emergency Fund has been Serving our community since 2000. We
are dedicated to providing financial help to qualifying applicants who are experiencing hardship due to unforeseen circumstances. Our board decides awards on a case by case basis at our
monthly meeting. We serve the four villages of the San Geronimo Valley.
Over the years we have averaged a total of $12,000 per year in grants to the needy residents of
our community. We would like to give thanks to our many generous donors without whose
help we couldn’t help the people who need it. Coming up is our 15th Annual Fundraiser,
“Jazz on the Lawn” on Sunday, September 9,2018 from 2-5PM, at Zoila’s, 80 Meadow Way,
San Geronimo. Come enjoy a relaxing afternoon of good music, food, and conversation. We
look forward to seeing you.

Gan HaLev
Gan HaLev is the Jewish Congregation in San Geronimo Valley. It means Garden of the Heart,
in Hebrew.
Our programs take place mainly in the San Geronimo Valley and Fairfax. Gan HaLev participants come from all over Marin County. We are families with children, single-parent families,
couples, and single adults of all ages, at all stages in the life cycle.
We are unaffiliated and consider ourselves to be post-denominational — our members come
from diverse religious backgrounds and parts of the world.
We invite you to join us for High Holidays beginning on the eve of September 9th. Every
year we celebrate High Holidays, as well as other Jewish holidays throughout the year so we
can participate and experience Jewish life in community. This year our holidays will be led
by Rabbi Meredith Kahn, along with our community member musicians and other members
sharing and participating in the services. We invite you to join us in co-creating Jewish experiences meaningful to you and the community.
For more information about Gan HaLev, please email shalom @ ganhalev.org or call 415.488.4524.

San Geronimo Community Presbyterian Church

The 68th Holly Fair is coming: Friday, November 9 (4-9 pm), and Saturday, November
10 (opens 10 am). Families can enjoy a full dinner Friday evening, games for the kids, gift
boutique, Book Nook & White Elephant Booth. Place Silent Auction bids before 1 pm on
Saturday!

We welcome volunteers for all phases -- please phone 415-488-9318 and leave your name if
you can help! Starting Sunday, November 4 we will accept donations for auction and sales
booths. Holly Fair helps fund our ExtraFood pantry, Valley Sing Team, 12-step programs and
other community benefits.
Valley Sing Team
SING! DANCE! ACT! for ages 7-12 (Tuition $100)
10 rehearsals: Thursdays Sept. 27 - Dec. 6 4:20-5:30 Train Station, (not Thanksgiving!)
3 performances: Sunday Nov. 18, Saturday Dec. 1 and Sunday, Dec.9

San Geronimo Community Presbyterian Church is at 6001 SF Drake Blvd, corner of Nicasio
Valley Rd. Phone 488-9318.

San Geronimo Valley Planning Group &
Wilderness Way
Founded 1972
PUBLIC ACCESS TO THE SAN GERONIMO GOLF COURSE?
The best kept secret about the Golf Course is the Public Access days and times. Both the golf
course lessee, Touchstone, and the County are in support, but neither have been able to put
up informational signs. Below are these details. Bring family, kids, neighbors, bikes (nonmotorized), dogs (on leash), poop bags, croquet sets, Frisbee’s, food, and wheelchairs. . . Enjoy
the Park.
FRONT NINE
Sunday’s 3pm to sunset
This is the acreage between the Club House and SF Drake Blvd. on the north side and
between SF Drake Blvd and homes next to SGV Road on the south side.
Two public entrances:
1. Park in the Club House parking lot and walk onto the greens. Go through the tunnel
under SF Drake Blvd. to access the southern portion.
2. Park on the east side of SGV Drive by the fish ladder bridge. Please be respectful of local
neighbors. Be quiet, don’t litter and keep dogs leashed. To the right of the locked gate
is an open entry gate. Bear left as the footbridge over San Geronimo Creek is currently
closed for structural repairs. Enjoy the ponds as you walk east. When you leave feel free
to clean up after people that are not as enlightened as you.
BACK NINE
3rd Friday each month – 3pm to sunset
4 open space preserves – Roy’s Redwoods, French Ranch, Maurice Thorner and Larsen
Preserve, surround this area.
Three public entrances:
1. Park on Lagunitas School Road between the gym and solar panels. Enter through gateway
to right of locked gate.
2. Park on Nicasio Valley Road next to Roy’s Redwoods. Walk 100 yards west on W. Nicasio
Road. Watch for open entry to the greens. No public parking is allowed on W. Nicasio
Road.
3. Park at the Club House. Walk west around the Club House. Follow the trail to the pedestrian/golf cart bridge to get to the Back Nine.
Contact: Jean Berensmeier – jeanberens@comcast.net

St. Cecilia’s & St. Mary’s
by Rev. Cyril O’Sullivan

As temperatures rise globally, previously temperate areas are more likely to experience subtropical even tropical heat. This means many type of mosquitoes will move into these newly
warmer zones, bringing with them diseases like Zika, Yellow Fever, West Nile virus. These diseases can cause birth defects, blindness, debilitation and severe joint pains. As the earth warms,
mosquito-borne illnesses are on the move throughout the world.

San Geronimo Valley Affordable Housing Assoc.
Transient Occupancy Tax Would Raise Funds for Local Housing
and Emergency Fire Safety
Many homes in West Marin, including the Valley, that once provided permanent housing for
local families have been converted to lodging for visitors and tourists.
The San Geronimo Valley Affordable Housing Association is on record in support of two new
measures approved by the Board of Supervisors on July 31 that will help to support sustainable permanent, affordable housing in our communities.
A 4% Transient Occupancy Tax on short term rentals will be on the local November ballot
in West Marin. It will require a 2/3 majority of local voters to pass and if approved it is is
expected to provide $1.3 million each year for much needed local fire safety and community
housing needs. The tax would be paid by visitors, not residents and recommendations for
the disbursement of funds would be determined by local West Marin organizations. Hotels
and other short-term rentals are currently charged 10% which goes directly into the County
General Fund. The new additional tax will be targeted specifically for West Marin.

Fond Farewell to Mwanza Furaha, June 2018
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Another measure passed by the Board of Supervisors will require home owners to put a sign on
the property or notify their neighbors that the property is a short-term rental.
We urge you to vote in November.

West Marin Senior Services
Are you looking to volunteer? Want to connect with seniors? Feel like doing something good
for someone else who might be lonely?
Studies show that as we age, we need to connect with people. To converse can be a gift you
can give. It is easy, free and a win for everyone. West Marin Senior Services has a program
which provides an opportunity to be placed with a senior near you. You can visit them as
often as you wish. We match volunteers to likeminded seniors. Spend time getting to know
someone near you, talk, bake, garden, read to them, watch a movie, go for a walk, you can
bring your children to meet them too. Imagine if you were a senior in these remote areas?
Wouldn’t you want to connect with nice folks too?

San Geronimo Valley Lions

We hope you all had a great time at the Fourth of July Festivities! Pictured here is our incoming President Andy Giddings in all his finery participating in the Parade! Look for us at the
Health Fair at the SGVCC in October with the Blood Drive and Vision Screening. Save a
life by donating blood and have your vision tested using a non-invasive apparatus. To learn
more about the SGV Lions visit our website at www.e-clubhouse.org/sites/sgvalley. And if you
would like to attend one of our meetings to learn about becoming a Lion please contact Andy
Giddings at 415 456-0147.

Come connect with the senior community in your own backyard.
Contact Mark Solomons 415-663-8148 x 103 to learn more about our Friendly Visitors Program.

Valley Emergency Readiness Group VERG
Multi Generations Make Wonderful Friendly Visitors

The River Otter Ecology Project

It’s pup season all over the place! River otters are out teaching their young to hunt for fish,
crayfish, birds, and lots of insects. Keep your eyes open when you’re around the water, and
report otter sightings to The River Otter Ecology Project, riverotterecology.org. And don’t
forget to join us on Facebook, where we show our best otter videos! Join us in person for
presentations on otters and our project. Next one up is Napa, on August 8. Details on
our website. We’ll also be at the Wine Country Nature and Optics Fest on September 8 in
Sonoma, and the Children’s Museum of Sonoma on September 22. Hope to see you there!

Woodacre Improvement Club
So far this summer, the completely remodeled WIC baby pool and family seating area has
introduced many babies and toddlers to pool fun . We will be offering the summer family
member pro-rated amount by the end of July. There is still time to enjoy the beautiful weather,
the wonderful pools and each other here at the WIC.

Free and Open to all - “Wild Fire Evacuation Strategies” Thursday, September 27th 6 PM in
the Lagunitas School’s Multi Purpose Room. A Marin County Fire Department representative
will be on hand to answer questions. Handouts re:preparedness and fire safety will be available.

Marin County Parks
by Marin County Parks and One Tam
Marin County Bat Monitoring Project
The Marin County Bat Monitoring Project is going countywide to uncover the mysteries of Bay Area bats. What species live where? Where do they
hunt? Where do they sleep? Where do they raise their young? How might habitat loss or
change be affecting the places they depend upon? What can we do to help them thrive?
The project, in its second year, is a collaboration between The US Geological Survey
(USGS) Western Ecological Research Center, Point Reyes National Seashore, and One
Tam partners, including Marin County Parks.
This summer, microphones that pick up high frequencies were placed on tall poles at
31 parks and open spaces around Marin. This allowed researchers to record bats as they
hunted at night. Different bats make different sounds, out of the range of human hearing. The recordings will help determine what species are feeding or traveling in protected
wildlands. Researchers also carefully caught bats in mist nets and fitted them with small
radio telemetry tags. This allowed biologists to count bats emerging at dusk, and survey
their preferred roosting structures.
“Despite how important these creatures are, we actually know very little about them.
So, getting even basic information is essential for our partner agencies who are trying to
conserve bat populations on their lands,” says Gabriel Reyes, USGS Project Manager.
“Tracking them across a larger range and over multiple years will also allow us to see and
share the story of their lives as it unfolds for us over time.”
Many bat species in the United States are in severe decline; several are listed as endangered. white-nose syndrome, a deadly fungal disease, has been afflicting bat colonies as
they hibernate. Recently found in Washington State, white-nose syndrome has not yet
been detected in the Bay Area.
Point Reyes National Seashore Wildlife Ecologist Dave Press adds, “In addition to giving
us great information about our local bats, all of this will also go into a nationwide database run by the North American Bat Monitoring Program so that what we learn contributes to our broader understanding of what’s going on with bats across the country.”

San Geronimo Emergency Fund

Visit onetam.org/bat-monitoring to learn more.

The San Geronimo Valley Emergency Fund has been serving our community since 2000.
We are dedicated to providing financial help to qualifying applicants who are experiencing
hardship due to unforeseen circumstances. Our board decides on a case by case basis at
our monthly meetings. We serve the four villages of the San Geronimo Valley.
Over the past years we have averaged a total of $12,000 per year in grants to the needy
residents of our community. We would like to give thanks to our generous donors for
their contributions. We are looking forward to seeing many of you at our annual fundraiser Jazz on the Lawn on Sunday, September 9, 2018, 2-5 PM at Zoila’s, 80 Meadow
Way, San Geronimo. Join us for good music, food and company.
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Movie Muse
by Peter Oppenheimer
A recent favorite film is On Chesil Beach, a taut and resonant drama,
featuring two quietly incendiary performances by its two young stars
Billy Howle and Saorise Ronan. For the record, her first name is
pronounced like “Sertia,” rhymes with inertia. It’s time that Saorise
Ronan gets the credit she deserves as a historically great actress. Only Jennifer Lawrence,
Teresa Wright (1940s), and Saorise Ronan have garnered 3 Oscar nominations by the age
of 24. Now On Chesil Beach could merit Ronan’s 4th Oscar nod. And the list of films for
which she was nominated (2011’s Atonement, 2015’s Brooklyn and 2017’s Lady Bird) doesn’t
even include what I consider her most remarkable role, as a recently murdered teenage
girl caught in some kind of purgatory until she can make peace with her life and untimely
death, in The Lovely Bones.
Through the use of flashbacks and flights forward, On
Chesil Beach reveals the underpinnings and overt spinnings of a young married couple set in the 1960’s English
countryside, a time we hear when Chuck Berry and
Little Richard were all over the radio. The heart of the
drama and the fulcrum upon which their fate balances
is a more-than-typically awkward and fraught wedding
night whenever one or both members of the couple are
inexperienced in matters of sex. Thanks to terrific performances and a razor sharp script, based on the best-selling novel by Ian McEwan, we are able to
identify and empathize with both parties as they grapple within themselves and stumble toward
one another.
Moving back and forth between the tense wedding night and their past history as individuals and as a couple, we learn that they come from vastly different backgrounds and
upbringings, one of wealth and privilege and the other working class. Finally alone
together on their wedding night in a hotel room, the atmosphere is thick with awkward
silences and halting conversations. They have never had sex together, and she not at all.

The final third of the film flashes forward 13 years into the future (1975) when the characters are middle-aged, and again another 22 years forward (2007) when they have become
seniors. No spoilers here, except to say that matters have taken rather unexpected yet quite
plausible turns.
My other favorite film from the past 3 months is Coda, an audio-visual feast of a documentary about the much-acclaimed composer and musician, Ryiuchi Sakamoto, who rose from
pop-electronica fame in Tokyo in the 1970’s to acting alongside David Bowie as well as writing the musical score for their film Merry Christmas, Mr. Lawrence in the 1980’s. From there
he continued his trajectory to a celebrated career as a recording artist and scorer of numerous major films.

safety 

Measure W will yield upwards of $1.3
million a year – solely for West Marin –
to be split equally between emergency
response and community housing
opportunities.
Measure W funds will be collected from
overnight visitors lodging in West Marin.
Measure W is a creative way to help
address visitor impacts on West Marin’s
emergency services and loss of long-term
rental housing.
Measure W needs a YES vote by two-thirds
of West Marin voters.

Vote YES on W by mail or on Nov. 6.



housing 

More info, endorsements: www.w4westmarin.org
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As we continue to get intimate glimpses of Sakamoto the man, we
are also introduced, through side narratives, to some of his greatest compositions and other
artistic achievements. Speaking in the present day he reflects on his creative process, influences and intentions. We get samples of a number of masterful scores (e.g. The Sheltering
Sky, The Last Emperor and Revenant) each of which elicits a myriad of emotions all whirling
around some beguiling central theme.
A most interesting aspect of his work and philosophy is a vision of the world as itself
consisting of music, at once chaotic and yet unified. We follow him to many interesting
environments where he harvests sounds from the natural world, which he integrates into
his compositions. One such is the Artic Circle where he sets out to record “the front lines
of global warming.” He brings with him hand cymbals to play along with the wind, water
and melting ice, resulting in his 2009 composition, “Glacier,” one of his most popular
recordings.
In many ways Ryuichi Sakamoto calls to mind a sort of Andy Goldsworthy (River and
Tides) of sound, both of them manipulating natural elements to create original works of art.
Coda is an entertaining and probing peek into the life, mind and work of an unmistakable
creative genius.
And finally, four bonus recommendations:

We see her putting things off and struggling to tell him she is not ready. The situation
itself is not uncommon, but what is uncommon is the combination of aching suspense
coupled with an exquisite delicacy with which the conflict is dealt here. Eventually a kind
of moment of truth is reached, leading to a very dramatic and traumatic aftermath.



In Coda, we initially meet Ryuichi Sakamoto, not as a celebrity
or even a musician, but simply as a man, as he deadpans his stage
3-cancer diagnosis into the camera. We also follow him to speak
at large anti-nuclear power demonstrations and later to play a
concert for the inmates of an evacuation shelter after the 2011
tsunami and nuclear power plant disaster in Fukushima, Japan.
Our introduction to him as a musician is as he travels to a high
school devastated by the tsunami and familiarizes himself with
a piano, which had been lifted up and battered by the onrushing water. Somehow his sympathetic appreciation allows him to
evoke some unearthly tones and almost super-natural melodies
from the corpse of that piano.

Won’t You Be My Neighbor, the fun touching, and presently much-needed, bio-doc on
Fred Rogers, of Mr. Rogers fame, showing, among other things, how he communicated to
all children that they are loveable and capable of loving and that all of their emotions are
both mentionable and manageable.
Keep the Change, an off-kilter comedy with a tender heart about a couple who meet in a
support group for socially awkward young adults dealing with numerous challenges from
autism and brain damage to delusion, obsessive compulsive disorders and garden variety
awkwardness.
Tully, the third in Diablo Cody’s socially astute and satiric trilogy on coming of age, coming into adulthood and coming into middle age (Juno, Young Adult and Tully, respectively). In Tully the once brazenly empowered teenage girl from Juno has become the besieged
and belabored mother of two young children with a third on the way.
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Puzzle, in which a stout yet skittish woman, who having had to care for her widowed
father as an adolescent and her husband and children into middle age, never had her own
coming-of-age experience, until now.
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San Geronimo Valley Historical Society
The Lagunitas Development Company
by Owen Clapp
A San Francisco-based agency, The Lagunitas Development Company, was responsible for
the majority of the subdividing and residential development of the San Geronimo Valley
from its incorporation in 1912 to its dissolution in 1967. The company bought the property of the storied Mailliard family fifteen years after the death of their matriarch Annie
Mailliard, which included land in all of the four villages we are familiar with today. San
Geronimo and Woodacre were subdivided in 1913, Forest Knolls and Lagunitas following in 1914. The company’s headquarters were at 833 Market Street, San Francisco, in the
James Bong building, a 1908 office building which still stands today adjacent to Market
Street’s Westfield Mall.

Newspaper advertisements from the company’s early years tout the qualities of the lots as
having a “perfect climate” and the home sites as having a “profusion of foliage.” To project
an image of luxury and exclusivity for Woodacre, the company built a stone train station
(no longer standing) on what is now the entrance driveway to Marin’s Fire Department
headquarters. In 1913, the station ran two morning trains and two returning evening trains,
and boasted a less than hour long travel time to San Francisco. A photo of the station hangs
in the Woodacre Country Market.
The hamlets of the San Geronimo Valley, Woodacre specifically, were touted as a commuter’s paradise, a new Marin haven for busy professionals working in San Francisco, distinctive
and physically removed from the more developed Larkspur, Greenbrae and San Rafael.
Fairly aggressive advertising in the Marin Tocsin, Marin Independent Journal, and the San
Francisco Chronicle yielded full and half page illustrations that can now be found through
online newspaper archives such as the California Digital Newspaper Collection. They are
fascinating and contain stylized illustrations reflective of their era. I highly recommend giving them a look.
An early map of Woodacre shows that lands south of the Woodacre portion of San
Geronimo ridge were slated for development as well. At the time, Carson Creek, named
for frontiersman and Bear Flag Revolt hero Kit Carson (whose name lives on through
Woodacre’s Carson Road) was to be a part of the Woodacre subdivision. These plans were
abandoned, and Carson Creek has since been subsumed into today’s Kent Lake.
The Lagunitas Development Company is largely responsible for growing the San Geronimo
Valley from a sparsely populated agricultural community into the small villages we now
know and love.
I’d like to encourage anyone with historical photos, artifacts, or stories to reach out to me
while I work on an “Images of America” historical photo book on the Valley. You might
recognize this series by their sepia tone cover photos. There are books on Fairfax and San
Anselmo, as well as Nicasio, Point Reyes, and other West Marin towns. I hope to complete
the book by December for publication next summer.
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HARD SCAPE, INC.

Working with the earth since 1980

We have 30+ years of working in the San Geronimo Valley.
Offering full services of Septic/Dirt/Landscape
expertise including steep and hard access.
We work with all types of septic systems, new and old.
Free advice.
All discussions strictly confidential.
24 Emergency Work.
Bob Penner
Cell (415) 302-0720
License #A902943
email: pennerbob@yahoo.com
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Community
Calendar
September
Sat
Sat
Sun
Mon
Fri
Sat
Sun
Mon
Tue
Wed
Sat
Thu
Thu
Sun

8
8
9
10
14
15
16
17
18
19
22
27
27
16

8:30 am
2 pm
7:00 pm
9:30 am
7-9 pm
4-9 pm
Noon-7 pm
5-7 pm
6:45 pm
9:30 am
Noon-6 pm
4:20 pm
6 pm
2 - 4 pm

October
Sat
Thu
Sat
Sun
Sun
Sat
Wed

6
11
13
14
14
20
31

8:30 am
Noon-5 pm
5 pm
2-4 pm
4-7 pm
8 pm
Noon-3 pm

Dads and Kids Pancake Breakfast
Jack Kamersar Memorial
Rosh Hashanah Service
Rosh Hashanah Service
RockSoberFest for Youth
RockSoberFest
RockSoberFest
Community Celebration & Ice Cream Social
Yom Kippur
Yom Kippur
4th Annual Peace Day Festival
Valley Sing Team Begins
Off the Wall Freewrite

LOFT
Comm Center
Comm Center
Comm Center
Comm Center
Comm Center
Comm Center
Lag School
Comm Center
Comm Center
Comm Center
Presby Church
Lag School
Comm Center

Dads and Kids Pancake Breakfast
Health Fair and Blood Drive
Heart of the Valley Gala
Off the Wall Freewrite
Art Opening: Tom Tabakin
Barry “The Fish” Melton
Halloween Carnival

LOFT
Comm Center
SG Golf Course
Comm Center
Comm Center
Comm Center
Lag School

Wild Fire Evacuation Strategies

November
Sat
Sun
Thur
Fri
Sat
Sun
Sun
Sun
Tues

3
4
?
9
10
11
18
18
20

8:30 am
4 pm
2–5 pm
4:00–9 pm
10 am–1 pm
4-7 pm
2:00 pm
4 pm
2–6 pm

Dads and Kids Pancake Breakfast
Rita Glassman Concert
Toys & Joys Sign-up
Holly Fair
Holly Fair
Pressing Matters Printmakers Group Show
Off The Wall Freewrite
Interfaith Thanksgiving Service
Thanksgiving Food Distribution

December
Sat
Sat
Sat
Sun
Tue
Wed
Thur

1
8
15
16
18
19
20

8:30 am
Noon – 5:30 pm
7 pm
4 pm
2–5 pm
2–5 pm
2–5 pm

Community Center Staff Directory
and Phone Extensions

Pancake Breakfast for Dads and Kids
Holiday Arts Faire
McQuikin Family Music Hour XVI
McQuikin Family Music Hour XVI
Toys & Joys Distribution
Toys & Joys Distribution
Holiday Food Distribution

LOFT
Comm Center
Comm Center
Presby Church
Presby Church
Comm Center
Comm Center
Presby Church
Comm Center

Loft
Comm Center
Lag School
Lag School
Comm Center
Comm Center
Comm Center

Dave Cort, Executive Director . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .415-488-8888 ext 224
dcort@sgvcc.org
Nicole Ramirez, Director of Human Services and Youth Programs
nramirez@sgvcc.org. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  415-488-8888 ext 254
Jack Sayers, Director of Operations. . . . . . . . . . . .  415-488-8888 ext 251
jsayers@sgvcc.org
Rebecca Teague, Development Coordinator. . . . . . 415-488-8888 ext 253
rteague@sgvcc.org
Larry Rippee, Visual Arts Coordinator/Events. . . .  415-488-8888 ext 252
lrippee@sgvcc.org
Julie Young, Childcare Coordinator. . . . . . . . . . . . 415-488-4118 ext. 309
jyoung@sgvcc.org
Poko Giacomini, Human Services and Facilities Coordinator.
pgiacomini@sgvcc.org . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .415-488-8888 ext 250
Howie Cort, Gym/LOFT Coordinator . . . . . . . . . 415-488-4118 ext. 219
hcort@sgvcc.org
Buck Chavez, Family Advocate - Gym/LOFT. . . . 415-488-4118 ext. 218
gym@sgvcc.org
Amber Smith-Dulin, Family Advocate - Gym/LOFT
asmith-dulin@sgvcc.org. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 415-488-4118 ext. 218
Will Hubert, School Linked Coordinator . . . . . . . . 415-488-4118 ext 219
whubert@sgvcc.org
Robin Hendrickson-Nelson, VAST Coordinator. 415-488-4118 ext. 506
vast@sgvcc.org
Zoila Berardi, Family Advocate - Gym/LOFT. . . . .415-488-4118 ext, 309
Sophie Davidson, Family Advocate - Gym/LOFT. . 415-488-4118 ext, 309
Alyssa Gleason, Family Advocate - Gym/LOFT . . . 415-488-4118 ext, 309
Lhasa Yudice, Family Advocate - Gym/LOFT . . . . .415-488-4118 ext, 309
The LOFT . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 415-488-4118 ext. 218
Gym Office . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 415-488-4118 ext. 219
“Zoila’s” Childcare Center . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 415-488-4118 ext. 309

Regular Meetings and Events
Community Center Board mtg.
2nd Thursday
Artists’ Receptions
2nd Sunday
4-H Meeting
1st Monday
Healthy Comm. Collaborative
2nd Wednesday
Lag. Ed. Foundation (LEAP) mtg.
Last Thursday
Lions Club Dinner
4th Thursday
SGV Al-Anon Family Group
Thursdays
SGV Planning Group
2nd Monday
School Board mtg.
3rd Thursday
Senior Lunch
Every Monday
Senior Lunch
Every Thursday
Serenity Knolls After Care mtg.
Every Tuesday
WIC Board Meeting
3rd Tuesday
Rainbow Playgroup
Every Tuesday
Rainbow Playgroup
Every Thursday
VERG (Valley Emer. Response Group) 3rd Thursday
Woodacare Garden Club
3rd Saturday

6:00 pm
4:00 pm
6:30 pm
3:30 pm
7:00 pm
7–9 pm
7–8 pm
7:30 pm
6:00 pm
Noon
Noon
7:00 pm
7:00 pm
10–noon
10–noon
7 pm
9:30 am

Comm Center
Comm Center
Lag. School
Comm Center
Lag. School
Two Bird Cafe
Presby. Church
WW Env. Ctr.
Lag. School
Comm Center
Comm Center
Comm Center
WIC
Room 9
Room 9
WW Env. Ctr.
Oval Park

Community Center Offices closed December 24th–January 2nd

Adult
Classes
at the
Center

DAY
Mondays
Mondays
Tuesdays
Tuesdays
Tuesdays
Wednesdays
Wednesdays
Wednesdays
Wednesdays
Thursdays
Thursdays
Thursdays
Fridays
Fridays
Fridays
Fridays
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CLASS
Core and Strengthening Fitness
Exercise for Altacockers
Corematics
Exercise for Altacockers
T’ai Chi Long Form
Core and Strengthening Fitness
Yuan Gong
Exercise for Altacockers
Yoga Level 1-3
Corematics
Handwork Group
Yijinjing
Core and Strengthening Fitness
T’ai Chi Long Form
T’ai Chi Short Form
Meade’s Watercolor Basics

TIME
8:45–10:00 am
10:45–11:45 am
7:30–8:30 am
8:45–9:45 am
10:00–11 am
8:45–10:00 am
9:00–10:00 am
10:45–11:45 am
7:00–8:30 pm
7:30–8:30 am
1:00 pm
1:00–2 pm
8:30–9:30 am
9:00–10:00 am
10:00–11:00 pm
10:10 am–1:00 pm

TEACHER
CONTACT START DATE
Susan Chavez			
Ongoing
Carole Alter			
Ongoing
Susan Chavez			
Ongoing
Carole Alter			
Ongoing
Vicki Chase
488-4213
Ongoing
Susan Chavez			
Ongoing
Amy Matthaei
342-3579
Ongoing
Carole Alter			
Ongoing
Patty Brockley			
Ongoing
Susan Chavez			
Ongoing
Rebecca Maloney			
Ongoing
Joseph Vigneri			
Ongoing
Susan Chavez			
Ongoing
Kenn/Vicki Chase
488-4213
Ongoing
Kenn Chase
488-4213
Ongoing
Marty Meade
488-4210
Ongoing

