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Save the Date!
6th Annual Community Center Gala  

Saturday, September 24
at San Geronimo Golf Course

Featuring Superb Cuisine from many of our local restaurants, 
fine wines, local oysters, and beer!

Mark your calendar now and watch your Valley mailbox for 
your invitation.

By Nicole Ramirez, Suzanne Sadowsky and Heather Richardson

Preparing for her sixth year as the San Geronimo Valley Summer Bridge teacher, Nicole Ramirez 
reflects on how First 5 Marin has invested in our community, providing services like Playgroup, 
offered twice a week for children 0-5, family advocacy and Summer Bridge.

My experience teaching Summer Bridge has been amazing. Summer Bridge is 
a kindergarten readiness program designed to prepare children entering kin-
dergarten in the fall. This program provides children with a free 5-week session 
that gears up children and families for kindergarten. Entering kindergarten for 
both children and families can be an anxious and exciting time. Participants in 
Summer Bridge have expressed that the program has helped both parents and 
children ease that anticipation. The Summer Bridge program in San Geronimo 
is a fun-filled time where children and families can connect, make new friends, 
see old friends and ªbridgeº their way into kindergarten.

Some students enter Summer Bridge with little or no preschool experience. 
These are the students who really benefit from this program and the reason it 
was originally designed. In five weeks children can make leaps and bounds in 
learning. The joy I have had teaching this program is observing the confidence 
that students gain. Assessing students at the beginning and end of the program 

monitors their progress. The curriculum provided through First 5 covers basic skills that we introduce and or reinforce.

I have had the wonderful opportunity to co-teach with Lesley Gray, who works in the Lagunitas Montessori program. 
Lesley offers a variety of gifts to the program from her amazing art skills to her patient and fair disposition. We work well 
together and have fun. I am a substitute teacher in the district and have worked in the Montessori, Open and Waldorf 
inspired programs. Although we do not instruct in any one teaching style, we offer a variety of learning modes to meet 
each child's needs. We prepare students for the routine of a school day. Our family Fridays encourage early involvement and 
often include an activity or a speaker. Summer Bridge can often be the first place where students from all three programs at 
Lagunitas come together, before they set off to their respective programs for kindergarten. Summer Bridge is a gift to all the 
communities that it serves and I feel fortunate to be a part of this team.

My role shifted in our community this December when I was asked to be 
the interim First 5 Family Advocate. I gratefully accepted, being familiar 
with the investment First 5 has in family services. During this last six 
months I have facilitated Playgroup, and worked with families, connecting 
them with health services offered through First 5. Playgroup for our com-
munity is a place for families to network and children to play and socialize. 
I value the services and support First 5 offers our San Geronimo families. 
In my experience as a Summer Bridge teacher and a Family Advocate, I 
have witnessed what a great asset First 5 is to our community investing in 
family, health and education.

Reduced Funding
Despite its outstanding success, and the enormous benefit to many children and their families, the First 5 School 
Readiness Program is in serious financial trouble. Suzanne Sadowsky, our Valley's School Readiness Site Supervisor, 
says, ªThis is the direct result of the passage by the State Legislature of AB 99 which requires First 5 Children and 

Kids First: Investing in Community
Summer Fun! 

Mexican Arts Festival 
June 25, 12±5 PM

Un Pedacito de Mi Tierra
Un festival de cultura Mexicana  

Musica y baile de Los Cenzontles y mucho mas!
Sabado 25 de Junio, a las 12 ± 5 PM

Enjoy learning about the cuisines, crafts, and music of other cultures? 

Want to get to know your Latino neighbors better but don't know 
what to say?

Are you interested in learning more about Mexican arts & cuisine but 
you don't speak Spanish?

We have planned an exciting, interactive, all ages and bilingual  festival 
to bring our whole community together in a vibrant  celebration of 
Mexican music, food, arts & crafts dance & culture.
 

The Mexican Arts Festival will be presented by San Geronimo Valley 
Community Center & Los Cenzontles Mexican Arts Center on 
Saturday, June 25 at 12:00 ± 5:00 PM!

Free event with low-cost hands-on activities & food. Your donations to 
support the program are welcome! (Make checks out to SGVCC and 
put ªRevivirº in the check note.)

Featuring music & dance with local talent and internationally famous 
band Los Cenzontles! Read the exciting details on page 11.

Entrada gratis! Mas information en pagina 11.

Gracie Hamemaw age 8 months of 
Forest Knolls.

Amanda Thompson and son Neil 
Ammerall age 3 of Fairfax.



Rolling Stones
by Dave Cort, Executive Director
After an action packed spring, I am looking forward to all 
of the community activities that are going to take place 
this summer. The celebration of Mexican Culture on June 
25 and the Community Center Family Day at the Giants 
game on June 26 are coming up soon. We are planning a 
music festival in July, and plans are being put in place for 
Valley Games III on August 27. This will be the second 
year that our Summer Camp takes place in the LOFT and 
Gym. The kids really enjoy having the camp in our newest 
community facility.

I am hoping that the summer goes by real slowly as I am preparing for some major 
changes on the home front in September. My wife and I are going to be ªempty nestersº in 
September. After 26+ years of having kids at home and all the activities that surround our 
children, we're going to be moving into a new phase of parenting and relationship. A few 
months ago, our son Daley, who is 26, moved to Northern Idaho where he is working as 
an Assistant Golf Pro. He went to college at Dominican and worked at the Meadow Club 
in Fairfax, so this is the first time in his life that he has lived away from Marin County. In 
September, our daughter Sadie, who is a graduating senior at Drake, is participating in a 
program where she will be doing service work and cultural studies in Fiji, New Zealand, and 
Australia. Like many of our Valley friends who are experiencing this life transition, we feel 
extremely blessed that our kids were brought up in our supportive community and feel well 
prepared to move into their life adventures.

In May, Sadie and I partici-
pated in two wonderful Dad/
Daughter events. The first was 
a Dad/Daughter Dinner Dance 
for Drake High School students.  
More than 50 Drake girls and 
their dads had a fantastic night 
at Deer Park Villa. Pictures 
of the Dads and Daughters 
were taken as we arrived; we 
enjoyed a nice dinner and 
had a blast dancing to Stevie 
Wonder, Michael Jackson, the 
Temptations, James Brown, and 
Snoop Dog. The other event 
was a Dads and Kids pancake 
breakfast at the LOFT. Buck 

Chavez and I are hosting these breakfasts on the first Saturday each month from 8:30 am to 
10:00 am. We are averaging over 40 dads and kids at these breakfasts. After breakfast, the 
Gym is open for dads and their kids to run off the pancakes. We have been getting dads, 
grandfathers, and, I'm proud to say, a great grandfather and his great granddaughter at the 
breakfasts. Please join us at the pancake breakfast on June 4.

I appreciate all of the support and advice that I have been getting from other parents who 
have and are experiencing similar life transitions. I'm looking forward to all of the changes 
and continuing my own growth. I guess it's going to happen whether I like it or not. 

Stop by the Community Center to say hello.  
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Credits
Stone Soup is printed four times a year and reflects the diverse cultural interests of the 
Community Center and the Valley.  Though it is a publication of the San Geronimo Valley 
Community Center, it is meant as a journal for everyone in or around the Valley. We are 
interested in your input. If you have any comments, ideas for articles or columns, news, 
art, stories, poetry, photography, or information for the Milestones column, please forward 
them to:  The Stone Soup Editorial Committee c/o  San Geronimo Valley Community 
Center, 6350 Sir Francis Drake Blvd. P.O. Box 194, San Geronimo, CA  94963. Phone 
���������������������������t���'�B�Y�����������������������t���F�N�B�J�M�����B�E�N�J�O�!�T�H�W�D�D���P�S�H�
���P�S���W�J�T�J�U���X�X�X���T�H�W�D�D���P�S�H����

Stone Soup does not exercise editorial control on the content of submissions by 
organizations, byline columnists, or display ads. We reserve the right to refuse to 
publish ads or submissions.

Editorial Committee: Barbara & Larry Brauer, Dave Cort, Don Holmlund  
Proofreading: Dave Cort, Hannah Doress, Larry Rippee, Suzanne Sadowsky
Production: Barbara & Larry Brauer, Wordsworth
Printing: Marin Sun
Ads: Larry Rippee
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Don Holmlund, Treasurer
Barbara Swift Brauer, Secretary
Debra Amerson
Christin Anderson 

Center Board of Directors:

Jean Berensmeier, Founder

John Beckerley
John Carroll
Liza Crosse
Helen Ferlino
Lila Friday

Families commissions to transfer $1 billion to the State Treasury. 
As part of that transfer, First 5 Marin's portion will be about 
$3 million. That transfer will seriously impact the County's 
reserves which had been designated for specific future programs 
and initiatives. In anticipation of dramatically reduced finances, 
all funded partners in the County will have budgets reduced 
20-25% in FY 2011-12, our Valley program among them.

ªWhat this will mean is that 
some of the First 5's key servic-
es may need to be eliminated, 
including health services for 
young children, parent educa-
tion programs and even our 
Summer Bridge program. The Community Center is actively pursu-
ing other sources of funding to help retain at least some of these 
essential services.

ªThe First 5 Marin Children and Families Commission has joined with 
similar commissions in five other California counties in a lawsuit aimed 
at preventing the transfer of $1 billion in children's funding from First 5 
agencies to the state treasury. The suit contends that AB 99 is unconsti-
tutional and inconsistent with voter intent set out in the Proposition 10 
initiative.º ªThis case is all about respecting the will of the voters,º said 

Marin County Supervisor Steve Kinsey. ªBy a majority vote, the people of California supported the 
passage of Proposition 10 in 1998 which dedicated tobacco tax revenues to support locally controlled 
health and education programs for young children. Voters did not approve that tax to fill annual holes 
in the state budget, and it is our duty to protect that funding.º

ªThe Good Stuffº
But our wonderfully positive School Readiness 
Coordinator Heather Richardson has this to say:
ªWith the huge financial crisis First Five is facing, 
it's easy to get sucked into the whirlwind of it all 
and lose sight of what we still have. So now, I'd 
like to take a minute to celebrate the good stuff. 
Here at our own School Readiness program at the 
Community Center, our bustling playgroup is as 
big as can be. With a ton of babies, ranging in age 
from 0-5, it's simply awesome watching their per-
sonalities come alive.

ªAs we move into summer, our entering kindergarteners (many of whom we've known since 
playgroup) are anxiously awaiting our annual Summer Bridge program, now in its 6th year. This 
summer, we will have 20 children registered for this amazing, innovative and free, 5-week kin-
dergarten prep program, led by seasoned teacher Nicole Ramirez and support staff Lesley Gray.

ªDespite massive cuts, our School Readiness team is com-
mitted to giving our all, and maintaining the integrity of our 
program, while looking for creative options for sustainability 
and inviting more parent input and contribution. Knowing 
our financial shortfalls, many of our parents have stepped up, 
helping to fill in for playgroup when needed, and bringing 
pot luck snacks to share each week. We are SO blessed and 
grateful for our playgroup families who time and time again, 
are able to bring something to our community table, we 
thank you!

ªSoooo, looking forward, we are looking towards a great 
summer of non-stop playgroup and a fun-filled Summer 
Bridge, so stop on by and see you soon!º

Sabhbh MacGabhann age 2 of 
Forest Knolls.

Logan Meigs age 4 of Forest 
Knolls.

Morgan and daughter Reese Patton of 
Woodacre age 19 months, coloring together.

Cody age 1 of San Geronimo.

First 5 Offers Wonderful Year-Round Calendar of Free Events
ªProtecting the social, emotional, and healthy well being of the 0-5 population is our number one 
priority.º Ð Jennifer Breen Justice

The First 5 Program at the Community Center provides a wealth of fun and supportive ser-
vices to families in the Valley and neighboring communities. Below is just a sample of the 
events and activities offered:

�t�� Summer Bridge, a free five-week school readiness program for entering kindergarteners. 

�t�� Valley Playgroup, held twice a week (Tuesdays & Thursdays from 10-12)  is a"chance for 
babies, toddlers,"parents and caretakers to socialize, play, and have FUN! 

�t�� Special seasonal & health related activity days and celebrations.

�t�� An annual winter holiday party at Playgroup to decorate cookies and play holiday games.

�t�� An annual Generations Valentine Tea Party, at which seniors and kids have tea and lunch 
together.

�t�� An annual Spring Baby Blessing for all children born in this and the previous year.

�t�� Free Health Days throughout the year, providing dental and health check-ups, nutri-
tional information, flu shots, vaccinations and more.

�t�� Annual Clothing & Toy Swap.

�t�� Family Advocates certified to enroll children in supplemental health care such as Healthy 
Families and Medi-Cal and to provide referrals for needed services. 

Plus Parent Education classes,!Parents' Nights Out, and more"

Kids First (continued from page 1)
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Become an SGVCC volunteer!
Thousands of people enjoy the services provided at the San Geronimo Valley Community 
Center and we need volunteers to help us keep our programs running smoothly. We love 
working with youth and adults who have community service hours as well as others who 
like to volunteer on a one-time or ongoing basis. Below is a list of some of the volunteer 
opportunities that we provide. If you have any other questions about volunteer opportuni-
ties at the Center, please call 488-8888 and just ask. We always could use a hand around the 
center whether it's light maintenance, organization duties or just lending a hand with daily 
activities.

FOOD BANK
We can use a hand on the second and fourth Thursdays of the month. At 10:30 we receive 
our food deliveries. This opportunity requires heavy lifting and a good back.

SENIOR LUNCH
Come help set-up, serve, and enjoy ªoldº friends, or come and play music, read your poetry, or 
share your life story.

FACILITIES
We always need a little help keeping the Center beautiful! There are landscaping, light car-
pentry, and general maintenance needs that are always cropping up.

SEE AN EVENT YOU ESPECIALLY LIKE?
We are always looking for people to help with events. We need community hosts to email 
your network (personally invite 10 friends to come), we need volunteers to set up chairs, 
design and/or hand out flyers, sell cookies, run sound, etc., etc. If you see an event you are 
especially excited about and want to get involved, we would love to hear from you!

MEET NEW PEOPLE FOR A GOOD CAUSE
The Arts & Events department is looking for friendly, outgoing people who like to meet new 
people and go to events Ð to hand out flyers about the Community Center's upcoming events. 
This is a great way to get out in the community, attend interesting events, and meet new, exciting 
people. All ages and types of people are welcome to participate. Let us know what kinds of events 
you like to attend. Hannah has met hundreds of interesting people flyering and met her spouse 
while ushering!

STROLL IN POINT REYES STATION AND WEST MARIN FOR A GOOD CAUSE
We are looking for people who like to walk and enjoy window shopping or actual shopping 
to help us get our event posters up in store windows in Marin. Let us know the neighbor-
hood you enjoy and get some exercise, find cool finds and meet interesting shop-owners and 
workers while helping the Community Center and independent artists!

AFTERSCHOOL PROGRAMS
Help with tutoring or drive for field trips.

VOLUNTEERS
The following people volunteered in the Community Center's Food Bank, Senior Lunches, 
Arts and Events, School Readiness, School Dances, Gardening and Maintenance. Thank 
you!!!  We apologize if anyone was accidentally left off the list. Please let us know and we will 
add your name!

Facility Rentals Available
For gatherings large and small, consider holding your next event  

at the Community Center!
�t�� Option A: Four-hour minimum rental of Valley Room, West Room, Lobby and 

Kitchen starting at $250. 
�t�� Option B: Individual room rentals $30/hr, $25 each additional hour.
�t�� Community Gym and Loft hourly rentals.
�t�� Rental discounts for community events and for Community Center contributors.

For more information, contact Jenny at 488-8888, #250, or admin@sgvcc.org. 

Volunteer Pro®le: 
Cathy Bailey
by Don Holmlund 
On a recent Thursday, there was a line 
of people out through the doors of the 
Community Center waiting for the Food 
Bank to open. In the kitchen directing 
other volunteers getting ready to hand out 
food was Cathy Bailey. Many volunteers 
help out with food distribution, but Cathy, 
who has volunteered at the Food Bank for 
14 years, takes charge and makes sure that 
things run smoothly and that everything 
remains fair. Joseph Piekutoski, the Human 
Services Manager at the Center, says that 
Cathy ªis dedicated to the clients, compas-
sionate with their needs, and she handles 
difficult situations when they arise. I have 
total faith in her and that allows me to 
breathe easier when she is around. I mostly 
appreciate her caring for all people; it is 
very much who she is and comes from her soul.º

Cathy, a resident of Forest Knolls, has lived in the Valley for 25 years and views her volunteer 
work as a chance to ªgive back to the communityº she loves. In her many years of working at 
the Food Bank, she has seen many changes. In the past several years, many more people are ask-
ing for services: ªfive years ago, 60 people showing up would be a lot; now up to 160 people are 
here.º Most food recipients are from the Valley and West Marin, but people come from Fairfax 
and San Anselmo as well. Some clients, when they first come, are a bit disoriented because they 
have never had to ask for help before, but Cathy and other volunteers put them at ease and offer 
information about job, housing, and counseling resources. Cathy has also seen changes in the 
food which is distributed: ªThe quality of the food has come a long way Ð there is better pro-
duce, more variety in the food, and more organic produce.º

There is also more information available to clients about nutrition, and there are occasional 
questionnaires asking clients what they would like more of. Cathy has also seen very positive 
changes in the Community Center with more services for people, especially for seniors with the 
senior lunch and senior health fairs. Cathy, who does in-home support care for a living, says that 
working at the Food Bank is simply an extension of what she has always done. ªI have always 
been giving food away,º she said. She describes the Center as ªone of the best places to volunteer 
I have ever seen. All volunteers are appreciated, highly educated, and fun to work with.º Cathy 
is also responsible for the giant horse which appeared in several 4th of July parades. Along with 
kids who attended Horse Camp at Dickson Ranch, she helped design and build this familiar 
Valley fixture. Cathy Bailey describes herself as ªsomeone who cares.º The San Geronimo Valley 
is a much better place because of this caring person.

Resource Guide Errata
Dear Valley Folks: 

Receipt of the 2011 Resource Guide has resulted in many welcome oh's and ah's ! Regretfully, we 
found a few errors and omissions that we would like to point out.

Page 9: The fabulous photo of Terry Garthwaite and the world's greatest Santa was incorrectly cred-
ited. Write in ªPhoto by Chuck Ford.º

Page 69: Marin Land Use Plans. Change three to four environmental corridors. The fourth corridor is 
the Baylands Corridor. The Baylands Corridor establishes strong environmental protections for lands 
along San Pablo Bay from the Sonoma County line in the north to Tamalpais Valley in the south.

Page 74: Under Valley Environmental Organizations. Correct Wilderness Way web site to read: www.
sgvwildernessway.org

Page 107: The ad for Conscious Cuisine: The correct phone number is 524-4823 and correct email is 
�D�P�P�L�T���V�!�C�B�L�F�S�D�P�P�L�T���D�P�N��

 Saskia Achilles, Window 
Magic

Huda Al-Jamal, 
Revolution 9

Gisele Alvarado
Al Ardelle
Kira Arian
Kristy Arroyo
Betsy Ayers
Cathy Bailey
Ru#n Bailey
Ken Ballinger
Serita Basilio-Lewis
Andi Baylacq
Beverly Berrish
Katie Blickensderfer
Don Boglioli
Rosemary Bohman
Gerry Bojest
Veronica Buros-Kleinberg
Aaron Bursten
Molly Carmody
Joshua Carter
Jake Cascio
Martha Cederstrom
StuArt Chapman
Barry Chertov, WaccoBB.net
Laurie Chorna
Venice Cowardin
Mark Culbertson
Zoe Davis
Donn DeAngelo
Gaetano DeFelice
Alma DeLeon
Anna Bella DeMatteo

Arianna Dukkers
Dan Emery
Noel Fernandes, Arti 

Indian Organic Cafe
Laura Flores
Camila Flowerman
Cathleen Glaubinger
Dave Glaubinger
Neal Grace
Michael Harmon
Zoe Harris
Miguel Hernandez
Jack Irving
Kyle Isaacs
Laura Kainik
Mika Kakin
Jack Kamesar
Jean Kinsey
Marshall Krause
Janice Lee
Skye LePonto
Ed Levine
Justice Levine
Art Lewis
Isabel Louise
Al Lubow
Casa Manana, Fairfax
Selena Martinez
Esther Martinez
Esperanza Martinez
Diana McNiel
Alexander McQuilkin
Marty Meade
Rosa Menzo
Sherry Mesker

Abigail Montiel
Emma Mooney
Lori Morford
Charles Moselle
Ali Mulgrew
Johanna Olesen
Peter Oppenheimer
Liz Orozco
Barbara Parker
Ariana Pemberton
Skyler Pemberton
Kelly Pennypacker
Lisbeth Polland
Renee Ponder
Emma Purkey
Ramon Ramirez
Molly Rea
Carol Rebscher
Alicia Retes
Sam Rippee
Marty Rosenblum
Schawkie Roth
Michael Ruggles
Gabe Ruizzer-Gaul
Kelcey Scannell
Lynn Scott
Socorro
Brian Staley
Samantha Stone
Sean Sullivan
Rebecca Teague
James Tolbert
Sandy Vidigar
Jean-A Warner
Kayley Weber



Horizons
by Suzanne Sadowsky
Director, Valley Resource Center

Downsizing

On a Saturday morning not too long ago, the Community Center 
offered a class called ªUnstuff Your Lifeº with Andrew Mellen, 
author of the book with the same name. I didn't take the class, but 
about 50 other people did and everyone I talked with raved about 
it. They went home inspired and motivated to unclutter their 

homes Ð and their lives. When I checked in with a few of them more recently, I learn 
that they are still very busily going through their stuff Ð throwing things away, making 
donations to thrift shops and used book sellers, giving nice furniture and household items 
to family and friends, and ªre-giftingº beautiful scarves, jewelry, ªtchochkes*.º and other 
miscellaneous treasures to various people in their lives.

Little did I know that I would be doing the same thing, motivated not by an urge to orga-
nize my stuff, but because I had made a decision to move to a smaller living space, a space 
that would be more consistent with my current needs and lifestyle. Fortunately, I was able 
to find a cottage to rent here in the Valley that suits me just fine. BUT, it's much smaller 
than the house that I had been living in for the past 5 < years. So I found myself at the 
beginning of April, gathering boxes, large plastic bags and a variety of other containers and 
storage materials to sort, pack and throw away lots and lots of my stuff.

The process is quite interesting. I found boxes of stuff that I carted with me from the last 
time I moved Ð boxes that I had never opened or unpacked. Boxes of old papers, tax 
returns from 15 years ago Ð way older than what is required by the IRS. I also found tons 
of old photos (which I have yet to sort through), yearbooks from when I was in Junior 
High School (a million years ago) and letters that I had written to my parents when I was 
in college that they had saved. And, much, much more¼. and many, many memories¼.

And that's the most interesting aspect of downsizing. It helps you to really take a look at 
your ªstuff,º not just the material goods that we accumulate as we sojourn along this pas-
sage, but also the other stuff that we accumulate ± the clothes in our closets and other 
ªhang-upsº that we tend to hold on to way beyond our needs and their value to us now.

That's the good news about downsizing, but in many situations there can also be a down-
side. When we take a hard look at what we consider to be essential and we begin the 
process of getting rid of things, we may also find that we are experiencing a sense of loss. 
Things that we have held on to because they have served a purpose and if we had the 
room and the space and the resources to continue to keep them, we would definitely hold 
on to. Things that for a time served a purpose in our lives and that we might still need 
sometime later if we could hold on to them.

In the business world and in the world of government services and the programs provided 
by nonprofit organizations, downsizing can in fact be quite devastating. Downsizing can 
mean the loss of jobs and the economic and social effects on families can be overwhelm-
ing. Loss of tax revenues can result in serious cutbacks in funding for public schools and 
health and human services programs. We have seen this very close to home when we look 
at the struggles of our School District to stay afloat in the light of funding cuts. In some 
situations the result can be the complete elimination of essential programs, programs that 
have provided safety nets and essential benefits to individual and families, programs like 
our School Readiness program for children 0-5. The health and well-being of our society 
as a whole depends on our being able to make judicious decisions about our priorities, 
about what we can afford to keep and what we cannot afford to let go of Ð and to find 
the means to keep what we deem is important to hold on to.

Tchochkes* Ð a simple definition of this Yiddish word is ªcollectables.º
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The Senior Lunch 
Lowdown 
by Al Ardelle
The Senior Lunch¼good food and good fellowship (with an occasional musical diversion) is 
that weekly event at the San Geronimo Valley Community Center we look forward to.

It is a unique satisfaction, living in or near the San Geronimo Valley, to marvel in the beauty of 
the land and weather, acknowledging the fact that we seniors share the special distinction of hav-
ing spent more time on this planet than most other humans.

This inaugural column is of, by and for you, the Senior Lunch group. We will hopefully get a little bet-
ter acquainted with each other and the people who put the whole thing together. I will ask for contri-

butions of written or other creative offerings 
as the inspiration moves you, i.e., a poem, 
photo, sketch, or just a comment to share. 
(See my contact information below.)

This expression of group interaction 
kicked off with the wonderful response to 
the Senior Lunch Art Exhibit. More than 

30 artists submitted work; paintings, drawings, photography, sculpture, etc., filled the walls of 
the Maurice del Mu= Galleries - Valley Room. Even the artists' reception on March 13 was a first 
rate success. Thank you, Larry Rippee!

Ongoing activities/services:
�t���8�F�F�L�M�Z���:�P�H�B���D�M�B�T�T�F�T���	�5�I�V�S�T�E�B�Z�T�
���������������"�.���U�P���/�P�P�O�
���M�F�E���C�Z���'�M�P�S�F�O�D�F���4�D�I�O�F�J�E�F�S
�t���4�F�O�J�P�S���#�P�P�L���$�M�V�C���	�N�F�F�U�T���U�I�F���M�B�T�U���5�I�V�S�T�E�B�Z���P�G���F�B�D�I���N�P�O�U�I�
���M�F�E���C�Z���B�V�U�I�P�S��
Rita Lakin and sponsored by the Marin County Free Library and the SGV 
Community Center. (Through June 30 - Closing Celebration)
�t���'�S�F�F���I�F�B�M�U�I���T�D�S�F�F�O�J�O�H�T
�t���'�P�P�E���#�B�O�L
�t���8�F�T�U���.�B�S�J�O���4�F�O�J�P�S���4�F�S�W�J�D�F�T

Senior Lunch Book Club
The last Thursday in April saw a fascinating and emotional Book Club 
event. We reviewed that month's book selection, Only What We Could Carry 
± The Japanese Internment Experience. The book is an encyclopedic collection 
of reminiscences of many Japanese-Americans who were interned in 1941 
for the duration of World War II. Appendices contain numerous historical 
records and legal documents pertaining to that era.

The meeting was unique in another way. We were joined by a former 
ªinternee,º Hank Nakagawa, and his son, David, living in Woodacre. We 
discussed the experiences of the men, 
women and children who lost property, 
jobs and community when the U.S. 
government issued Executive Order 
9066, resulting in over 110,000 people 
of Japanese heritage being removed to 
ªrelocationº camps in California and 
14 other states.

In a moving personal account, Hank, 
who was 21 in 1941, brought many 
framed watercolor paintings done by 
his brother Kasumi (Gus) during the years spent in a camp in Poston, Arizona. The paintings docu-
mented the daily scenes of life in the camp.

The Book Club discussed their response to Only What We Could Carry focusing on the humani-
tarian cost of the exclusion order and our own personal experiences 
with that era.

Introducing Your Reporter: Al Ardelle
I am currently producing a regular TV program on Public Access TV 
called ªMarin Art Focusº featuring local artists interviewed in their stu-
dios. The program is broadcast through the Community Media Center of 
Marin (CMCM.TV), Comcast Channel 26. So much for being officially 
�S�F�U�J�S�F�E�����:�P�V���D�B�O���D�P�O�U�B�D�U���N�F���W�J�B���F�N�B�J�M�����B�M�B���!�N�F���D�P�N�
���P�S���D�B�M�M���B�U���	�������
����������
3781 or write to Al Ardelle, POB 828, Forest Knolls, CA 94933

Family gathering at Poston  
resettlement camp c.1943.

David Nakagawa display-
ing one of the paintings 
done in the Poston resettle-
ment camp, c.1943.

Hank Nakagawa and son, David, (top, center) with members 
of the Senior Lunch Book Club.

Senior Appreciation BBQ
see next page
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Food Bank
Emergency food  distribution is offered two days a week, year round to needy Valley fami-
lies. Staffed by local volunteers, the Food Bank is supported by the Marin Community 
Food Bank and by generous donations from local Valley people and service organizations. 
Information is provided on nutrition and healthy eating, and, when available, fresh sur-
plus produce from the School-Community Garden is offered to Food Bank clients. 

The Community Center Food Bank is open Monday from  
9: 00 >@ ± 5:00 X@ and Thursday afternoons from 2:00±5:00 X@. 

Food Bank Banter
by Joseph Piekutoski

Our Valley Food Pantry and the Thursday Hot Meal 
programs are a barometer of how the economy is 
doing in and around the Valley. It also reflects the 
state of human services non-profits in and around 
Marin. Since 2008 we non-profits have been evolv-
ing individually and communally. We all have our 
own focus and clients, but none of us is an island. In 
fact, it is through our cooperation that we evolve into 

meeting the increasing demand.

The food pantry numbers before 2008 were pretty steady year to year. They 
were actually decreasing ever so slightly. In the year 2008, the economy just 
started showing signs of decline and by late in the year and into the follow-
ing year the numbers started to increase. Last year, 2009-2010, our numbers 
continued to increase but at a much slower pace. But this year the numbers are 
once again taking a huge jump. In March of 2008 we had 316 client visits; this 
year, in March 2011, we had 668. When I really stop to think about it, it baffles 
me. With no more room and less grant money coming in from government 
grantors, it is amazing we could handle this kind of volume in our small Center. 
Of course the Valley has really stepped up to the plate. We now have a solid 
volunteer staff who help us on food bank days and we are pleased to report that 
personal donations from Valley residents have increased.

The reasons people are coming in to use our services has change over the course 
of the downturn. It seems there were more unemployed people at the begin-
ning of the recession. Now many of those have found jobs but those jobs are 
not providing as much income as their former jobs did. Whether it is less pay, 
fewer hours, or fewer benefits, it all adds up. People's reserves both monetarily 
and emotionally are being tapped. We are now experiencing people who were 
excited to find a job but are now coming to us telling us how hard it is to make 
ends meet. Inflation during this 3-year period March 2008 to March 2011 was 
4.7% but in the past twelve months, energy prices have increased 15%. The 
items that we buy most often Ð food to fill our stomachs and gasoline to fill 
our tanks Ð are not going as far as they used to. Pair this up with smaller pay-
checks and it's easy to see why the people are still in need of assistance.

Our human service non-profit partners across the county have also been see-
ing much the same trends. Many of us attend meeting after meeting discuss-
ing plans to work collaboratively, strategies that have worked and not worked 
and trying to figure ways to sanely move forward. The ability to work together 
shows the health of the San Geronimo Valley Community Center and our part-
ners. Under such stressful situations it would be easy to isolate, just try to look 
out for yourself financially and judge other organizations. Instead local organiza-
tions have grown closer and share a certain camaraderie.

The Center has been serving homemade soup on Thursday, so anyone in need 
can have a hot meal. At one of our meetings Steve Boyer, Executive Director 
of St. Vincent's Dining Room in San Rafael, asked me how our meals program 
was going. I told him we always ran out of food by 2 o'clock. He volunteered 
to have St. Vincent's cook us enough food to feed about 25 people a week on 
Thursdays. At that time we had no way to get it here. We arranged with the 
Marin Food Bank to bring it with our food deliveries. So by working together 
now all our food pantry clients have access to a hot meal on Thursdays.

In 2008 the Food Pantries in Marin started meeting at the urgings of Diane 
Linn, Executive Director of Ritter House, to address the increased demand we 
were all facing and find new ways we could navigate the new climate. After sev-
eral years the end result of those meeting was that the Marin Food Bank merged 
with San Francisco Food Bank. This was suggested in the first meeting and it 
was a process to get there. This is bringing many positive changes to our Valley 
Food Pantry. We are receiving a more and greater diversity of produce, getting 
weekly deliveries and have a more active voice in shaping food bank policy. 
One of the biggest changes is the opening of many more small food pantries. In 
our local area, Bolinas and Fairfax now have their own food pantries. This will 
lessen demand on the Valley Food Pantry. This is a welcome development!!

As we move forward, the economy and the number of people who will need 
help are uncertain. What has developed is a friendly cooperative way to move 
forward without the need to know what lies a head.

If you would like to help the Center by donating any of these items or becoming a volunteer, please 
�D�B�M�M���1�P�L�P���B�U���U�I�F���O�F�X���-�P�G�U���5�F�F�O���$�F�O�U�F�S�
�������������������
���F�Y�U���������������P�S���F�N�B�J�M���B�E�N�J�O�!�T�H�W�D�D���P�S�H�����8�F���M�P�P�L��
 forward to thanking you in the next issue of Stone Soup"

The Office:
�t���$�P�Q�Z���Q�B�Q�F�S���J�T���B�M�X�B�Z�T���X�F�M�D�P�N�F�
���S�F�D�Z�D�M�F�E���J�G���Z�P�V���D�B�O�������t���1�F�O�T�����t���5�B�Q�F�����t���1�F�O�D�J�M�T���� 
�t���'�F�O�H���4�I�V�J���D�P�O�T�V�M�U�B�O�U���P�S���P�S�H�B�O�J�[�F�S��
�t���7�P�M�V�O�U�F�F�S�T�
���X�F�C���E�F�T�J�H�O�F�S�T�
���F�W�F�O�U�T���Q�M�B�O�O�F�S�T�
���T�Q�F�D�J�B�M���H�V�F�T�U���I�P�T�U�T����
�t���"�J�S���1�V�S�J�G�J�F�S���X�J�U�I���V�M�U�S�B�W�J�P�M�F�U���D�B�Q�B�D�J�U�Z��

The Arts/Events Department:
�t���4�U�B�H�F���S�J�T�F�S�T���t���1�P�X�F�S�F�E���N�P�O�J�U�P�S�T���t���%�J�S�F�D�U���C�P�Y���t���4�.�������N�J�D�S�P�Q�I�P�O�F�T���t���"�V�D�U�J�P�O���*�U�F�N�T
Inkind support needed:���t���4�L�J�M�M�F�E���Q�B�J�O�U�F�S�T���t���4�L�J�M�M�F�E���H�S�B�Q�I�J�D���E�F�T�J�H�O���t���4�P�V�O�E���0�Q�F�S�B�U�P�S�T
�t���'�V�O�E���S�B�J�T�J�O�H���B�T�T�J�T�U�B�O�D�F��

The Kitchen:
�t���4�U�S�P�O�H���W�P�M�V�O�U�F�F�S�T���U�P���I�F�M�Q���N�P�W�F���G�P�P�E���B�U���U�I�F���'�P�P�E���#�B�O�L���T�F�D�P�O�E���B�O�E���G�P�V�S�U�I���5�I�V�S�T�E�B�Z�T���F�B�D�I���N�P�O�U�I
�t���5�F�B�D�I�F�S�T���G�P�S���B���P�O�F���U�J�N�F���D�P�P�L�J�O�H���D�M�B�T�T���������t���%�J�T�I���U�P�X�F�M�T���t���$�P�P�L�X�B�S�F���‰���Q�P�U�T�
���Q�B�O�T�
���F�U�D���� 
�t���'�P�P�E���#�B�O�L���7�P�M�V�O�U�F�F�S�T�
���T�L�J�M�M�F�E���B�O�E���V�O�T�L�J�M�M�F�E��

The Loft
�t���1�P�P�M���5�B�C�M�F�����t���$�P�P�L�J�F���T�I�F�F�U�T�����t���-�B�S�H�F���B�S�F�B���S�V�H�����t���$�P�B�U���S�B�D�L�������T�U�P�S�B�H�F���C�F�O�D�I
�t���8�J�J���H�B�N�F�T�������t���$�P�N�Q�V�U�F�S�T�
���M�B�Q���U�P�Q�T���P�S���E�F�T�L���U�P�Q�T�����t���1�S�J�O�U�F�S�T�����t���,�O�J�U�U�J�O�H���O�F�F�E�M�F�T���B�O�E���Z�B�S�O�������t��
�1�S�J�[�F�T���G�P�S���S�B�G�G�M�F�T�����t���%�7�%�T���t���"�"���C�B�U�U�F�S�J�F�T���t���8�J�J���D�P�O�U�S�P�M�M�F�S�T �t���4�B�G�F�U�Z���(�P�H�H�M�F�T���t���%�V�T�U���N�B�S�L�T�� 
�t���4�B�O�E�Q�B�Q�F�S���t���5�P�P�M�T���t���&�W�F�O�U���7�P�M�V�O�U�F�F�S�T���t���4�P�D�D�F�S���C�B�M�M�T�
���L�J�D�L���C�B�M�M�T���‰���J�O���F�Y�D�F�M�M�F�O�U���D�P�O�E�J�U�J�P�O�
���Q�M�F�B�T�F����

Don't forget that donations of food are always welcome at the Food Bank, so organize a food 
drive at your church, community or youth group today, and we'll specially thank you in the 
next issue of Stone Soup"

Community Center Wish List

Valley School Readiness 
Program
Programs, Events, Resources, Classes for 
Families with Children Ages 0-5 

San Geronimo Valley Summer Bridge
Summer Bridge starts on Monday June 27 and runs through Friday June 29 from 9-5 each day. Summer 
Bridge is located at ªZoila'sº adjacent to the San Geronimo Valley Community Center.

Important Upcoming dates:
Summer Bridge Orientation, Saturday June 18, 10-12
Potluck Brunch and Social

Please join your Summer Bridge team for a pot luck brunch 
on Saturday June 18th from 10-12 in the courtyard of the 
San Geronimo Valley Community Center. This annual event 
is always fun and a great way to get acquainted with other 
Summer Bridge families, see the classroom and ask the staff 
any questions you may have.

�1�M�F�B�T�F���3�4�7�1���U�P���-�0�'�5�!�T�H�W�D�D���P�S�H���P�S���������������������Y������

Week 1 Welcome Week!

Monday 6/27: First day!

Tuesday 6/28: Tracy the Animal Guy!

Wednesday 6/29: Oral Health Day with Jennifer Columbo

Thursday 6/30: Oral Health Day continued

Friday 7/1: Family Friday will focus on parade prep

Coming Up! 

July 4: Woodacre Parade! Meet at the Woodacre 
Improvement Club at 11:30 >@

July 8: Health Day with LIFT

July 15: Literacy Day Elizabeth Goodwin

July 22: Kindergarten Transition Day

July 29: Graduation

Senior Appreciation Barbeque at the Gym

Saturday, June 18, 1:00 PM



Page 6 SGV Community Center Stone Soup

The Loft Springs Into Summer 
2011!
By Heather Richardson

Is summer really just around the corner??? Wow, that was fast! Spring in the Loft was crazy 
fun, as basketball wound down and baseball reared up! Here in the Loft, youth have been 
going wild on 1,000 piece jigsaw puzzles with staff, building bird houses in our woodworking 
class with Kim, and hammering it out in metal arts with Griffe!

Throughout spring, the Loft had 
an array of community-building 
events, including two Dad's and 
Kid's Breakfasts with Buck and 
Dave, a 7th and 8th grade girl's 
Spa Night, five days of spring 
break Holiday Camp and two 
Parents' Nights Out!

Our Marin Teen Center 
Collaborative met for its fourth 
time, and on Friday, March 24, 
more than 30 youth from the 
Loft and the Mill Valley Rec 
came together for a great night of 
bowling in Petaluma.

In between events, the Loft is always bustling and we hope you have a chance to join us, if you 
haven't already! Come up for a snack before practice or while you wait for a ride. Stop in for 
some Wii time before karate or tutoring. The Loft is YOUR hub for all things 4th grade and 
up!

Coming up, we are taking applications for youth interested in our Summer Internship 
Program which will run from Monday June 27-Friday July 29. Our well-rounded work experi-
ence program gives participants hands-on experience working in a Community Center. Interns 
will work in all facets, including Arts and Events, Summer Camp, Summer Bridge, Senior 
Lunch, Human Services, Playgroup and the Food Bank. Interns will get community service 
hours, work experience and letters of recommendation for schools, etc. For an application, 
please contact Heather.

Questions about Loft membership or pro-
gramming? Call or email Heather at loft@
sgvcc.org or 488.4118x219
Loft membership is $135.00 for the year. 
Registration forms can be found in the 
Loft or at sgvcc.org
Loft Hours: Monday through #ursday after 
school until 5.

School-linked Services 
by Susan Shannon
As we roll into the last few weeks of school, the SGVCC's school-linked programs emerge from the winter 
with solid new growth, new events, and new fruits.

The Lagunitas Middle School Student Meeting (aka 
Student Government) hit the ground running this year as 
a school elective. The Student Meeting is like bamboo Ð 
no matter what time format it is given in the school day, 
whether it be lunch, an elective, or their favorite weekly 
Wednesday slot, it always grows into something tall and 
strong.

The strong shoots of the Student Meeting this year grew 
deep in the form of local accomplishments. The kids held 
several third trimester ªSpirit Daysº including a Lost and 
Found fashion show held at lunch and the topper of all, 
the Second Annual Ace of Cakes. The Ace of Cakes Spirit 
Day drew in 17 amazingly creative homemade cakes, 
which were viewed by the entire school. Reporters from 

two newspapers participated. Adults judged the cakes on taste and appearance. In true Valley style there were 
ªno losersº as every entry received a gift certificate from The Scoop in Fairfax.

On another local note, the Student Meeting kids reinstated 
a ªCircle of Givingº fund started several years ago by Josh 
Witt. At the time, Josh's mom Susan was fighting a battle 
with cancer. Josh initiated the idea for an ongoing fund that 
would be used to help any LMS student who lost a parent 
to cancer. This year the fund was opened again in support of 
Jules Fieri, in memory of his mother Morgan. 

The Emotional Literacy classes are continuing on at a solid 
pace with a focus on getting the grades together for fun and 
meaningful work.  The third trimester 8th-5th grade girls 
mentoring day was a huge success as always. This year we are building in another ªcollaborationº day between 
the 6th and 7th grade girls. All the boys in the LMS have been together now for several weeks and will finish 
out the year together in groups. This appears to be a great way to build a greater sense of community among 
the grades and genders.  

Cake made by Amin Al-Jamal that tied for 1st place 
(Photo by Lesley Gray).

Cake by Asher Meade (Photo by Lesley Gray).

Living the 
Good Life
by Helen Ferlino 
We are a fairly new family to the Valley in the 
whole scheme of things but I think we slipped in 

quite well. We garden, have chickens and already have had our fair share 
of wacky neighbors.  My son Jayden is almost 11 and just wrapping up 
his tenure at the Open Classroom.  He just went through the ªpuberty 
talk.º I had to sign a permission slip for him. I'm still in shock that I'm 
the person who signs the permission slip, I still half expect that I need my 
mom's signature.  

At this juncture in his life I have been caught off guard entirely by how 
this was going to affect me. Jayden is ready for the next phase. Marlene, 
Larry, Anita and Laurie have given my son six incredible years of educa-
tion, right down the street from where we live.  As a working parent I 
didn't get to ªco-opº as much as I had wanted to. I never imagined myself 
as working parent. I was by no means ever going to miss any school 
activities or have my child go to after care. Jayden still reminds me of the 
one time in kindergarten that he was the last child at Zoila's. One time! I 
feel so grateful that other parents have been there for him. They've taught 
him how to read, cleaned his scraped knees, and driven him on field trips.  
The school community has rooted us to this Valley. 

I'm excited for middle school and especially looking forward to uniting 
with the other programs. That's one reason that I enjoy working with the 
Community Center, working with the entire Valley family. This summer 
I'm starting a tradition of having parties to raise money for local causes 
like the school and the Center- the hostess gets to pick the cause. Heck 
you can contribute funds or a jar of peanut butter for the Food Bank.  

Another thing that is great about having an older kid is I'm ready for a 
puppy. I just have to convince my husband. See you around the Valley!

Helen Ferlino is a San Geronimo Community Center board member who 
likes to spend her time watching her son play baseball and her husband play 
music. When she's not supporting her boys and local non-profits, she likes to 
spend her time gardening and food preserving. 
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Mile stones
If you know of any significant celebrations, births, deaths, achievements, etc., please forward them to 
donholmlund@yahoo.com for publication in Stone Soup.

Congratulations to all graduates everywhere, but special recognition to:

The graduates of Lagunitas Middle School: Cameron Ashton, Kiernan Carmody, Patrick 
Cook, Elise Darragh Ford, Elise Eifler, Amber Esperanza-Suzor, Michelle Giron, Benjamin 
Jensen, Samantha Leonard, Taylor Millar, Scirocco Molder, Roshana Ostowari, Khephra 
Owl, Lily Richardson, Laurel Robinson, Olivia Salinger, Elena Sayers, Amanda Smith, 
Anna Taylor, Jasper Verduin, Emily Wearing, and Griffin Wright . We will miss you. Good 
luck as you continue your education.

Susan Shannon, who works with school programs through the Community Center, and after 
three years of study at The Chaplaincy Institute for Arts and Interfaith Studies, was ordained an 
Interfaith Minister and Chaplain.

Emma ªFafaº Bretz who will graduate from Marin Catholic High School on June 3.

Lindsy Mobley, sophomore at Drake High and Alumni of Lagunitas Middle and the Open 
Classroom along with her partner Matt Saunders, also of Drake High, who recently won 
ªMarin Young Playwrights 2011 Festival Winnerº for their script Pillsbury. Pillsbury was selected 
from among 56 original ten minute plays submitted by Marin County Teens. The Marin Young 
Playwrights Festival celebrates the work of teen playwrights and encourages a focus on play 
writing in Bay Area high schools. The play selected as the MYPF winner receives a staged read-
ing with professional actors at Marin Theater Company in Mill Valley.

Elana Kepner of Forest Knolls and Jason Coale of Decataur, Illinois, who were married on 
April 23 in the backyard of their St. Louis, Missouri home. Elana, daughter of long-time valley 
residents, Alan Kepner and Nancy Bisio, is a 1995 graduate of Lagunitas School, and a 1999 
graduate of Sir Francis Drake High School. She and Jason met while in graduate school at the 
University of Missouri, Kansas City. Elana is employed by the St Louis Shakespeare Festival as 
an actor and a teacher. Jason is a self-employed scenic designer.

Donna Hoffman, daughter of David Hoffman and Susan Shannon, who was married to her 
beloved Kevin Cullinan on April 30 in Walnut Creek. Party at the SGVCC on June 4!

Welcome to the Valley! Liz Lauter's parents from San Francisco have come live with her and 
David. Liz's dad, Earl Raab, and mom, Kassie Raab, love it in Forest Knolls and so far have 
become ªregularsº at Two Bird for breakfast.

Appreciations go out to Bruce Gapinski and Jim Rawlinson. For Earth Day in April, Jim and 
Bruce organized over 40 children and adults for Valley Clean Up Day. All of the major roads 
from the top of White's Hill to Lagunitas were covered. [e litter was sorted, and about 1/3 
was recycled. Litter was also picked up around the local stores and post o#ces. Some residential 
streets were also cleaned of litter. [e day was a total success.

Summertime in the 
the Gym and Loft
By Howie Cort and Buck Chavez
With the school year coming to an end, the LOFT and Gym Team are gearing up for lots of 
summer fun. The Community Center will be offering our five-week Summer Camp which 
begins on June 26 and runs through the month of July. Campers 5 through 10 years old will 
have to chance to use their imagination and creativity with our arts and crafts projects, enjoy 
scintillating scientific experiments, cook up home made delicious delights and playing games 
of all sorts with new found friends!

It's all about ªFriends, Sun, Valley Funº in the Gym and LOFT.
 
This summer for the week of August 22 through 26, Buck Chavez, Master of Fun and 
Games, will be offering a week long Sports and Games Camp at our Community Gym to 
warm up the kids for the upcoming Valley Games which will take place Saturday, August 27. 

Our weekly classes and activities will continue throughout the summer. Please see the 
 schedule below.

We're hoping to organize some basketball tournaments for kids and adults in the Fall.
Volleyball is just around the corner. We're working on setting up the net and getting the 
guide wires installed. "If you are interested in participating in these activities, please call 
Howie at the Gym office at 488-4118 x 219.

Stop by the Gym and LOFT and say hello to your Loft and Gym team members:
Buck, Susan, Heather, Julie and Howie.

We're always happy to see our Valley and ªOver the Hillº friends! 

For more information, call the Gym office at 488-4118 ext. 219.

Gym Schedule for June, July, and August:
Monday
4:30 to 5:30 X@: Women's Open Gym Basketball

Tuesday
6:30 to 7:30 X@: Zumba w/ Cathy Davis

Wednesday 
2:00 to 3:30 X@: Open Gym for kids of all ages w/ Buck Chavez (June only)
7:30 to 9:00 X@: Adult Open Gym Basketball

Thursday
6:30 to 8:00 X@: Sweat Your Prayers

Friday
7:00 to 9:00 X@: Special events and Open Gyms (check the weekly schedule)

Saturday
Putting together plans for children, teen, and adult leagues

Sunday:
3:00 to 6:00 X@: Table Tennis for adults and kids at all skill levels w/Jack Sayers

Free Disposal Ð Green 
Waste Days
The Marin County Fire Department is sponsoring free disposal of green waste yard materials 
such as leaves, tree branches, grass, and light brush.  No Poison Oak or building material or 
general debris.  Please separate your household garbage from your green waste items.   Nicasio 
(across from Nicasio Corp. Yard) on June 18 & 19, 25 & 26, July 2 & 3, 9 &10 from 9:00 >@ 
to 4:00 X@.  Please tarp all loads.

Lagunitas School 
District
by Dave Cort

Steve Rebscher, School Board member and our Lagunitas School District columnist is in 
Greece speaking at a conference on cochlear implants. Steve's day job is at UCSF where he is 
in the Department of Otolaryngology. Before Steve left for Greece he asked me to give you a 
School update.

Lagunitas School District Principal, Chris Francis, resigned his position and is returning 
to Ukiah where he has served as a High School Principal. The Board of Trustees regretfully 
accepted Chris' resignation.

Lagunitas School District students shone at the Drake High School Senior Celebration in 
May. Kayley Weber received the San Geronimo Valley Lions Club Scholarship. Julie Meese 
received the 10,000 Degrees Scholarship. Sadie Cort received the Frances Parks Scholarship. 
Zoe Davis received the Barbara McCune Humanitarian Award. 

Other Lagunitas School students who received acknowledgements were: Kyra Arian, Jordan 
Chappell, Benj Draper, Hannah Egger-Weiler, Camila Flowerman, Josh Herman, Justice 
Levine, Sam Salin, Savannah Shore, Maralisa Simmons-Cook, and Nathan Ward-Seitz. 
Dylan Enos, who is the son of Larry Enos and Sally Hutchinson, received an outstanding 
achievement in photography award.

Congratulations to all of the Valley students who are graduating from Drake on June 9.
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Fund Development 
The Community Center deeply appreciates the contributions that we receive from our support-
ers in the Valley.  Thank you for supporting our Human Services program, our Arts and Events 
program, the LOFT Teen Center and Community Gym, and our programs which support health 
and wellness for all Valley residents. If you would like to make a donation please go to our website 
www.sgvcc.org or give me a call at 488-8888 ext.\224. 

The following people, businesses, foundations, and agencies made contribu-
tions to the Community Center over the past three months. 

 Thank you!
Hanna & Maura Ankiv
John & Kathy Beckerley
Zoila Berardi
Pamela Berkon
Ed Bice & Wendy Wilkinson
Wade Boggs
Elizabeth & Thomas Carmody
Suzanne Carroll
Buck & Susan Chavez
Eileen & Ed Chavez
City Sewer Pumping, Mike Giammona
Sophie Clark
Joan Corbett
County of Marin 
Michael Dailey & Elizabeth Marks
Harriet Pearlman-Devries & Wypke Devries
Paula Doress-Worters
Chris Ducey
Endurance Fund 
Sandra & Daniel Fitting
Gerald & Jerry Fleming
Ellen Floyd
Gan Halev 
Andrew & Susi Giacomini
Antony & Teupoko Giacomini
Renee Goddard
Gery & Linda Gomez
David & Kathleen Glaubinger
The Good Earth Natural Foods 
Neal Grace
Jenny & Pete Groat
Anne Harrigan
Don & Shirley Holmlund
Tracy Holsher
Charles Jones
David Knepler & Karen Koenig
Jack & Liana Kornfield
Judith Kramp
Patricia Kriegler-Dols and Jim Paullin
Linea Larsen & Richard Lohman
Joelle Levy
Peter Lind
Live Water Surf Shop 
Marin Community Foundation 
Allan Newman & Donna McGuinn
Maraina O'Neill & Justin Wick
Anne Pennypacker
Scott & Diane Phillips
Carol & Steve Rebscher
Christopher & Jacqueline Sabec
Daisy & Richard Sagebiel
San Geronimo Golf Course 
San Geronimo Valley Lions Club 
San Geronimo Valley Presbyterian Church
Joan Schultz
Serenity Knolls 
John & Anita Severson
Anastasia Sheldon
Nanci Smith
St. Cecilia's 
Christiane & Paul Torikian
Union Bank 
Ted & Jennifer Van Midde
Merlin Wade
Stephen & Kimberly Wallach
Dave & Tona Wheeler
Wordsworth,  Larry & Barbara Brauer

Grantors

Burkhart Fund
Coastal Health Alliance
Community Development  

 Block Grant
County of Marin
Endurance Fund
Freitas Foundation
Hilda V. Thompson Fund
Marin Charitable Trust
Marin Community Foundation
Marin First 5 Children's and 

 Families Commission
Middle School Parent Group
Presbytery of the Redwoods
Reliance Fund
Scorpio Rising Fund
SGV Lions Club
United Way of the Bay Area
West Marin Resource Center
Patty & Jack Wright Foundation
Youth Leadership Institute

Spring Art Show
The 21st Annual Spring Art Show was an enormous success. 

The reception held on May 6 was attended by somewhere between three hundred and 
four hundred guests.  Thank you to all the artists who distributed posters, made phone 
calls, received the art, hung the show, worked the reception and gallery sat.

I want to express a special thanks to the Spring Art Show Committee: Donn DeAngelo, 
Jack Kamesar, Veronica Buros-Kleinberg, Jean A Warner, Molly Rea, Gaetano DeFelice 
and Marshall Krause. They're energy and commitment over the years has helped make 
this event truly special.

I also want to thank Marty Meade for all her hard work creating (and sometimes 
 recreating) labels for all the artwork and The Hanging Crew (Jack Kamesar, Donn 
DeAngelo, Geoff Bernstein, Elan Kamesar, Leonard Leinow, Para O'Siochain, Molly 
Rea). Additional acknowledgement goes to Donn DeAngelo for all his photographic 
support (and patience) and JeanA Warner for her floral arrangements. 

Much thanks as well to Mill Valley Services for the poster printing, The Willis Lane 
Thursday Night Old Time Music Circle, Hannah Doress for reception coordination, 
Julie Young for the portico lighting and set up, SGVCC staff members and everyone else 
who provided support insuring the success of this year's art show.

   Thank you all,

   Larry Rippee
   Visual Arts Coordinator

Larry Rippee.

Jack Kamesar and Lester Yagoda.

Thank YOU! to our initial 

Gala sponsors for 2011

Good Earth Natural Foods
Uniion Bank
Universal Green Marketing , LLL
Wordsworth

 Photos by Michel Kotski

Leonard Leinow.

Marcia Patrice Ganeles-Kislik.
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 Photos by Donn DeAngelo

Michel Kotski.

Kate Hart.

Veronica Buros-Kleinberg.

Cathyn Bailey.

Beverly Berrish.

Laura Kradjan-Cronin.

Dava Sheridan

Patricia Kriegler.

Liliana Rayner.

Anne McClain.

Brian Staley.

Daryl Grossman.

Gaetano DeFelice.

Geoff Bernstein.

Gisela Alvarado.

Justice Levine.

Kathy Beckerley.

Sarah Berkeley Tolchin & Mallory 
Geithem.

Mot.

Pranava Levine.

Scott Gibbons.

Willis Lane Thursday Night Old Time Music Circle.
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Live! At the Center 
Hannah Doress, Arts & Events Coordinator & Larry Rippee, Visual Arts Coordinator

Dear Community Friends,
Summer days are here again and with them some very exciting happenings at the San 
Geronimo Valley Community Center! We are excited to continue as a hub of indepen-
dent artists, a cross-roads for diverse cultures, and a fun place to gather with friends and 
family, and build community. It has been an exciting year where we are doing more, try-
ing new things and getting to know more neighbors!
Read on and See you there!

           H•€n••

Robin Hood
A collaborative production of the Lagunitas School District, San 
Geronimo Valley Community Center with Sir Francis Drake High School
Friday, June 3, 7:00 PM at Drake Little "eater
Saturday, June 4, 3:00 PM in the Lagunitas School Multipurpose 
Room
Tickets $15 Adults, $12 Seniors, $8 Kids, $35 Family.
Sliding scale available. No one turned away for lack of funds.

Robin Hood is living in the forest of Sherwood, 
striving to steal from the rich and annoy the 
Sheriff of Nottingham who is quite a coward and 
nervous about any interaction with Robin. Prince 
John, brother to King Richard, sends Lady Merle 
to do some dirty work. She meets Robin and 
decides to get the job done right. Robin is enticed 
out of Sherwood Forest by an archery contest and 
wins the golden arrow which is part of the bait 
to capture him. He confounds the attempts to capture him but his childhood friend, Lady 
Marian, who has been selected by Lady Merle to marry Prince John, is held prisoner until 
Robin can free her. He attempts to rescue Marian and ends up being cornered until King 
Richard arrives to save the day.

Director: Carrie Fisher-Coppola
Assistant Director: Jasper Thelin
Stage Manager: Dottie Escue
Production Designer: Allison Nelson

Cast:
Robin Hood: Emily Wearing
Little John: Asher Herrera-Meade
Will Scarlet: Elise Darragh-Ford
Beth: Katy Wearing
Mother Meg: Olivia Salinger
Old Widow: Anne Darragh-Ford
Friar Tuck: Tristanio Coppola
Lady Merle: Khephra Owl
Sheriff of Nottingham: Taylor Millar
Sheriff 's Wife: Elise Eifler     
Salome: Cameron Ashton
Maid Marian: Roshana Ostowari
Annabel: Madeleine Sagebiel
Soldier 1: Escher Lapre
Soldier 2: Amin Al Jamal
Stranger/ King: Dave Cort
Herald: Cyrus Thelin
Drummer: Brennan Healy

Set Build: John Millar, Richard Sloan
Set/Costume Design: Allison Nelson &
Huda Al-Jamal
Props: Eileen Ashton
Production Assistant: Kristy Arroyo 

For more information  
contact Dottie Escue  
<dottieaescue@yahoo.com>
Cameo appearance by Drake High 
School  students!
Saturday performance Ð bring a 
blanket!

San Francisco Mime Troupe
Saturday, June 18, 3:30 PM music, 4:00 PM 
show on the Lagunitas Playing Field
Free Ð donations to the Mime Troupe welcome

Relax in the sun with the whole family (right next to the playground so younger kids can play 
while others watch the show).

A beloved local tradition! Once managed by king of the 60's music scene, Bill Graham, the San 
Francisco Mime Troupe is still drawing crowds and eliciting belly laughs as effortlessly as they did 40 
years ago in 1968. Arguably the finest political theater troupe in the nation, the Obie and Tony award-
winning Troupe is famous for socially relevant theater of the highest professional quality. They stage 
plays that dramatize the operation of giant forces in small, close-up stories that convey the impact of 
political events on personal life. The Troupe has a longstanding tradition of providing a sneak preview 
of work-in-progress performances at the San Geronimo Valley Community Center. They do it because 
of the high quality feedback they receive each year from our sophisticated and thoughtful audience 
members (that means you!) in discussion after the show. Everyone is welcome to participate. This pro-
cess will help them finalize their new show in time for the San Francisco premiere in July. Be part of 
art in the making and enjoy the laughs!

We need volunteers for this show ± both to help with set up and break down and also to cook 
food for the players. If you love that the Mime Troupe comes here year after year, please volun-
teer to help us continue to make this possible.

Special note: for those who are not familiar with the Mime Troupe, come see what everyone is 
talking about Ð FYI if you are new to this group, they are a political theater comedy group; 
they do not do traditional mime performances.

Friday, July 15, 7:30 PM

Film Night in the Park and the Community Center present

Despicable Me
$6 adults, $3 kids

In a happy suburban neighborhood surrounded by 
white picket fences with flowering rose bushes, sits a 
black house with a dead lawn. Unbeknownst to the 
neighbors, hidden beneath this home is a vast secret 
hideout. Surrounded by a small army of minions, we 
discover Gru, planning the biggest heist in the history 
of the world. He is going to steal the moon. (Yes, the 
moon!) Gru delights in all things wicked. Armed with 
his arsenal of shrink rays, freeze rays, and battle-ready 
vehicles for land and air, he vanquishes all who stand in 
his way. Until the day he encounters the immense will 
of three little orphaned girls who look at him and see 
something that no one else has ever seen: a potential 
Dad. The world's greatest villain has just met his great-
est challenge: three little girls named Margo, Edith and 
Agnes. (Written by!Universal Pictures.)"
"
Rated PG. Common Sense Media recommends for age 6 and up. http://www.commonsenseme-
dia.org/movie-reviews/despicable-me

Film Night in the Park is a project of A.P.P.L.E. FamilyWorks

DON 'T BE DISAPPOINTED, ORDER YOUR TICKETS IN ADVANCE

For convenient, secure online purchase go to 
www.sgvcc.org/artsevents/centerevents.html 

You may also write a check to ªSGVCCº and mail it to Hannah 
 Doress, SGVCC Events, Box 194, San Geronimo, CA 94963. 

Please include your full name, phone number, and the name of 
the event you want to attend. You may also stop by the Community 
 Center to drop off your cash or check payment. 

Photos by 
Nicki Tostevin
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2011  Gallery Art Shows at  
the Maurice Del Mu" Galleries                                                

Valley Room Ð Enter through Lobby
West Room Ð Adjoining Valley Room

JUNE

Valley Room  Kathleen Piscioneri  
West Room  Deanna Pedroli
Opening reception on Sunday, June 12, 4:00±7:00 PM

JULY

Valley Room  Pressing Matters II:  Printmakers Group Show
West Room  Pressing Matters II:  Printmakers Group Show
Opening reception on Sunday, April 10, 4:00±7:00 PM

AUGUST

Valley Room  Anne Pennypacker 
West Room  Bev Berrish
Opening Reception on Sunday,  4:00±7:00 PM

Mexican Arts Festival
Saturday, June 25, 12:00 ± 5:00 PM

FREE!

A fun, festive, outdoor and bilingual celebration of Mexican culture for 
the whole family!

Free event with low-cost activities & food. Your donations to support the 
 program are welcome!

Featuring music & dance 
with local talent and inter-
nationally famous band 
Los Cenzontles!

Hands on fun! 

Make your own tortillas! 

Hands-on crafts & games!

Jumpee for the kids!

Delicious Authentic Mexican 
Food, Mole & more!

Get to know your neighbors 
& enjoy the rich beauty of 
Mexican cultural traditions.

Featuring the outstanding music of the internationally-famous band Los 
Cenzontles, which has performed with legends such as Los Lobos, Linda 
Rondstadt, Los Tigres del Norte & the Chieftains. (Watch their cutting edge video 
ªLa Pelotaº featuring Saul Hernandez on YouTube by searching Los Cenzontles 
and La Pelota.) With performances by local community members involved in 
our new Revivir la Cultura Mexican arts program at the Community Center.

Join us in the courtyard behind the Community Center please bring a blanket and 
have a picnic with our tasty, affordable and authentic Mexican concession options.

The program and this event is co-produced by San Geronimo Valley 
Community Center and Los Cenzontles Mexican Arts Center with support 
from the Marin Community Foundation.

Please invite your Spanish-speaking friends to attend this event here are the 
details in Spanish:

Un Pedacito de Mi Tierra
Un festival de cultura Mexicana  
Sabado 25 de Junio, a las 12:00 ± 5:00 PM
Entrada gratis!

Musica con Los Cenzontles y talento local incluye nuestros ni]os.

Los Cenzontles toca musica con fusiones denitmos de ranchera, cumbia, jaro-
cho, sones, rock y blues. El grupo incluido aristas como David Hidalgo (Los 
Lobos) y Taj Mahal en discos diferentes.

Actividades y comida barata.

Evento al aire libre en el jard^n del 

Centro Communitario de Valle San Geronimo 

6350 Sir Francis Drake Blvd. San Geronimo.

Favor de traer sus cobijas o mantas para un dia de campo.

Este evento es parte de nuestro programa regular: Revivir la Cultura. 

Patrocinado por: Los Cenzontles Mexican Arts Center y San Geronimo Valley  
Community Center con el apoyo de Marin Community Foundation. 

The Kalahari Experience: Voices of South Africa
Saturday, August 13, 8:00 PM

Conceived & Directed by Gideon 
Bendile (cofounder Zulu Spear)
Featuring members of Zulu Spear 
(Majara Mojela, Moeketsi Gibe, Ron 
Van Leeuwaarde, Morgan Nhlapo 
and cofounder Gideon Bendile)

The Kalahari Experience is made up of exceptional 
vocalists, acoustic musicians & dancers who bring 
the vibrant and infectious music of South Africa to 
life! The Kalahari Experience is composed entirely 
of seasoned entertainers who are also members of 
influential world music/Afro-pop legends, Zulu 
Spear Band. Co-founded by Gideon Bendile, Zulu Spear recorded an album on Capitol Records, performed for 
Nelson Mandela in person alongside The Grateful Dead, John Lee Hooker, Sweet Honey in the Rock, Bonnie Raitt, 
Sarafina and Joan Baez and won the coveted Bay Area Music Award for Best Blues/Ethnic Act in 1987.

How do you get to know a culture? 
by Hannah Doress
For many of us it is school, restaurants, travel, even small talk 
where we get a tantalizing glimpse of somewhere else with 
different flavors, aesthetics and sounds. These days we are 
more and more intertwined with and influenced by other 
cultures around the world -- and none more than that of our 
Mexican American friends and associates here at home as well 
as in Mexico itself. Our spot on the map was once part of 
Mexico which is clearly visible in everything from the names 
of our towns to the ethnic distribution of our population as 
well as in the cuisine and other cultural influences all around 
us. With globalization and international media, traditional 

cultures need nurturing to survive Ð this is the focus of our new Revivir la 
Cultura program, where local community members teach each other Mexican 
culinary & arts skills.

Likewise our nation is in the process of a massive demographic transition Ð cur-
rently California is about 40% Latino (LA Times Blog), about 1 of every 6 peo-
ple in the U.S. currently is Hispanic (LA Times) and the trend predicts continued 
growth in this direction. It is always a good time to get to know our neighbors 
and expand our knowledge of other cultures Ð and it is also a great time to 
increase our children's knowledge and comfort with one of the most significant 
cultures that contributes to our society. 

When language is a barrier it 
is natural not to know what 

to say Ð we all do our best in our every day interactions and 
we naturally gravitate to people we already know. With this 
in mind we have planned a day loaded with fun, meaning-
ful and interactive activities that will expose you to different 
dimensions of  Mexican culture, provide a  natural oppor-
tunities to get to know your Mexican-American neighbors, 
and an opportunity for you to very affordably support the 
Community Center in our efforts to create relevant and 
meaningful Spanish arts programming. See you there!

Summer Music Festival featuring New Monsoon!
Fundraiser for the San Geronimo Valley Community Center
Family Friendly All Ages Show!
Saturday July 23
$20 advance; $25 door
New Monsoon represents the best of the San 
Francisco jam scene. Formed during the El Nino 
rains of Northern California in the late 90's, this 
band has distilled their original sound with top-
flight musicianship, tireless live performing, and 
a thoroughly open-minded musical perspective. 
NM's unique style blends free-flying rock with 
acoustic stylings, tight vocal harmonies, and lyrical 
songcraft. With a fearless pioneering spirit, they've 
become one of the most cutting edge bands on the scene today. 

New Monsoon has shared the stage with heavyweight guests Mike Stern (Miles Davis), the late, great Martin 
Fierro (Zero, Legion of Mary), Steve Kimock, and Tim Carbone (Railroad Earth), to name a few. They've toured 
with String Cheese Incident, Michael Franti and Spearhead, Umphrey's McGee (Big Summer Classic Tour), sup-
ported Moe, the Wailers, etc., and are a featured headliner in venues such as the Fillmore (SF), Gothic Theater 
(Denver), and Warehouse Live (Houston). They are also a perennial favorite of the festival circuit including 
Bonnaroo, Wakarusa, Langerado, High Sierra, Telluride Bluegrass, Austin City Limits and many others.

Delicious affordable food will be available and there will be a bouncy house and activities for kids. Bring a 
blanket and enjoy a beautiful day and some outstanding music!

Esther Martinez teaches how to make tacos de 
crema (Photo by Hannah Doress.)

Kristal Alvarado makes a torti-
lla (Photo by Gisele Alvarado).

Laura Flores teaches dance (Photo by Gisele 
Alvarado).
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We welcome submissions of poetry or short prose 
 pieces for upcoming issues. Please send your work to  
�T�B�S�B�U�P�M�D�I�J�O�!�H�N�B�J�M���D�P�N�
���P�S���1���0�����#�P�Y�������
�� 
San Geronimo 94963. The deadline for the Summer 
Issue is July 15, 2011. Thank you!

Storm
By Richard Lloyd

Ghost fish swish and thrash
remember how we heard them
nights not so long ago
dull thump nudge and thud
knocking on a back window
climbing Lagunitas Creek
autumn's sluggish arrival
delayed by arctic storms
sweeping down from Alaska
cold and clear little rain
only a trickle creek's flow
deep inches only weed-choked
one cannot hear birdsong
water silenced weather-worn
echoes mimicry dying man's
gurgle we drain oceans
cod tuna shark gone almost
gone we harvest the rain

Years past salmon plentiful
as wildebeest on the Serengeti
our yard's stream bulging
steelhead ocean-going trout
Coho red bellies flashing
come January fingers crossed
shift in the weather pattern
warmer storms slam the coast
pineapple express from Hawaii
rages across the Pacific
streams swell a rush downstream
upstream bucking the current
birthplace thick with smolt
they slither over sharp rock
leap like words on this page
sway in pools before striking
quick swish those forked tails
hooked jaws working the torrent
marathon migration mirage
name it what you will name it
      miracle

The Child Hiding within Her
By River Eytan (13)

Too much she has seen and done"
Too young"
Too fast"
Her crystal blue eyes glisten wet "
deny what they see
Until she has to
Close into her self"
And hide beneath a vale of black lipstick"
And mascara"
"
Quickly she lashes out with tongue and teeth
The pain drives her to hurt the ones that love her"
But she cannot stop"
Or turn around
Nothing is real to her but the pain
So that sometimes she forgets that her heart still beats
"
Because deep down where no one dares to tread
There is a scared child

The Potters Parody, A Poetic Ballad 
By Rauri Wilcox

A man in his place moves through time and space
On the Earth of an old country road
Can be seen on his face a taste of distaste
For the dust and the bust of his load
As he came 'round a curve the other observed
His burden seems not so heavy
Merely 'twas seven pounds his arms wrapped around
Tho' precarious and unsteady
Now the other thought wisely what is held so prizley
Could be kept and carried with ease
If he had but a vessel as he travels life's trestle
He'd keep 'most as much as he please
For his hands hold aloft things hard and soft
Gathered from hither and yon
An ounce here and there is"lost to the air
Hither thither and gone
Now the one known as other
Came forth from his cover
Betraying his self to be seen
And said to the man
Known as one with full hand
For"us let there be talk between
Thus he spake of a plan
To make of a can
Wherein many things"could"be kept
The answer with grin"
I need more of a bin
To encompass the bulk of my heft
Thus was the quest tho' we"know not the rest
`Tis history oft' it is said
Else this poem could grow weary
As it would take clearly
More time than the baking of bread
Suffice it to say there was much work and play
As dirt was sifted for mold-able clay
Of a tear and a laugh thus was born a craft
Carries more than its weight to this day.

Flesh
By Richard Lang

It wasn't that the color didn't match
'cause it wasn't called skin.
It was called flesh though it seemed flesh"
didn't have much to do"
with the color of skin.
Flesh was the stuff under the skin,
and anyway people weren't white.
People weren't black or red or yellow.
The skin of people was brown or coffee
or pale amber or tanned pink."

And old Binney & Smith in 1903,"
when the first crayon hit the scene,
the box only HAD eight colors,
the usual ones, but the post-war big-box
had Flesh in it with the other 47.
Flesh was changed to Peach in 1962"
and no Negro color replaced it
or yellow-man color
which reminds me of sitting"
in a Pittsburgh hot dog joint.

At the next table an African-American boy"
playing I-spy-with-my-little-eye,
saying ªBrownº and pointing to his sister,"
his mamma says, ªNo, baby, she yellow,º
opening my eyes to the austere hierarchy
invisible to most of us with pale skin.
And Crayola dropped the Indian Red name"
as a political correction in 1958
even though it was named
for a kind of iron oxide found in India.

And stuck in my brain is a swirling rainbow"
of color like oil on water catching the light.
Skin of the ªcolored manº"
my mama said was coming by"
to do the lawn."

Disappointed that it was the open-hearted Major,
though I was always glad to see him,
an African-American man who"
was kind to kids,
and had really been a Major in the war,
these days, mowing lawns.

He was no colored man though I kept looking"
and maybe my mama was right,
if he would catch the light just so. . .
To this day my mind holds a picture"
Tight to itself of the real rainbow-colored man.

Finally, it was that eight year old
holding a hard tube of crayon in 1956
and saying over and over flesh, flesh.
Flesh was meat and I half expected it"
to have the flow of warm blood pulsing.

And even now when I hear the word flesh,
I think of that peachy cylinder.
As in, the way of all flesh,
or sins of the flesh,
or in the flesh,
or flesh and blood
and flesh eating bacteria
or pressing the flesh
and flesh and bones
and, ªOh that this too too solid flesh would melt. . .º
and that pound of flesh Shylock
hoped would be the heart of Antonio,
And, come to think of it, just
how does the dark substance of my flesh"
become these colorful thoughts,
the flesh of this poem.

I came across this quote from Albert Szent-Gyorgyi and it summed up nicely what I think makes poetry special: 
ªDiscovery consists of seeing what everybody has seen and thinking what nobody has thought.º

Crystal Perception%
By River Eytan (13)

Morning dew drops on a silky red petal.""Crystal air crisp with the last taste of night."Exhilarated with the cold sting 
against my cheek."I breathe in. """"""""""""I smile.""This is my domain, this is my time to live. Everything sharpened 
to perfection."My mind works better then ever.""Thoughts rush in.
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 Wilderness Calls  
 by Paul Berensmeier

Remembering Our Native Skills

The more I work with the native teachers the more I've come to appreciate 
how skilled our ancestors were in the natural environment. I've been thinking 
about that a lot as I spend more time practicing and trying to bring the old 

skills back that were once so important to the survival of the human race. A striking example of this 
occurred right on my birthday in April.

I spotted a beautiful merlin on our driveway with another bird in its talons. It took off, flying low toward 
the creek gully and disappeared. No telling how far it flew. Doubts filled my mind as I crept forward.

Something made me stop. I could just see a small pool. ªHow would our native ancestors track a 
bird in the air?º I asked. I kept motionless, searching the water, the trees, the branches. Nothing.

I wanted to move, but something inside said, ªA native would not move.º I changed my vision to 
a soft, alert focus, paying attention to any motion. I detected two tiny tufts falling on the pool. 
Feathers? I looked up. Nothing. No branches immediately above. Puzzling.

Something inside said, ªYou'll never find such a bird. Give up and do something constructive with your 
time.º I almost moved, but an older voice said, ªYou have to be patient.º So I used my soft focus again, 
aiming it into the trees. The wind suddenly picked up and two white tufts blew right by my face. My eye 
followed the direction they had come from, and I detected motion . . . a dark silhouette. The merlin! It was 
eating its prey on a branch much higher than I expected. I silently slipped away, ran to the house, and told 
my wife Tina. We snuck down and watched together as the merlin ate its dinner.

Though Tina finally left, I continued to remain there, thinking about this incredible experience and 
its many lessons, as the merlin finished its dinner. The wind picked up again, causing the lush green 
bay branches to arch and stretching and swaying beautifully. Upon the wind came a strange scent. 
Suddenly I realized I could actually smell this disturbance too! It was amazing to me how many clues 
of the merlin's presence were there, yet how subtle they are, and how generally undetected they go. 
What a wonderful birthday present full of lessons from nature! 

How lucky we are to live in a marvelous place where such things happen on a regular basis, if we just 
sharpen our senses and become aware. Our native ancestors must have been so in tune with reading 
all these hidden signs in order to survive. It would be fun to see how many we could relearn. How 
many can you rediscover?

Note: Wilderness Calls fans . . . my dad and I have been trying for many years to film the elusive river 
otters of the Valley. We finally did! We made a movie, called Otter Odyssey, and put it on youtube:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xL-Ns9eVgV0. Enjoy!     

Community Wellness
by Christin Anderson, MS

How Your Shopping Habits Affect Your Community and 
the Environment

With great interest and some participation, I have been following the case of San Rafael 
City Government, the Community both pro and con, and Big Box Store Target's request 
to put another Target in Marin County. Here are some interesting facts to weigh in on 
and you decide for yourself if another Big Box store should enter the mix of such stores 
already in the County.

�t�� There are 1700 Targets in 50 states and they are increasing.

�t�� Employee pay is generally about 50% lower for employees at Target than at smaller businesses. The 
average pay for a Target employee is $18,000 per year. Over 55% are part time. Target employees are 
offered health insurance benefits but they are frequently not taken because they cannot afford them

�t�� In towns and counties where the big box stores such as Costco, Target, Walmart go in, 30 to 50% 
of smaller businesses fail within 16 to 24 months. Towns across America are becoming ghost towns 
where once thriving businesses prevailed. The individual character of towns across America is being 
lost to big business.

�t�� People say they want choice, but is that choice when all you can choose is the same big corporate 
stores in one town after the next?

�t�� The majority of Target employees cannot afford to live where they work, so their paychecks are spent 
out of the county.

�t�� The majority of Target products are manufactured in China very cheaply so American manufacturers 
cannot compete.

�t�� The need to ship foreign goods to the U.S. causes more Greenhouse Gas Emissions so their carbon 
footprint is greater than products manufactured in the U.S.

�t�� When a Target does not do well in a community, they are boarded up and they leave town with lots 
of waste in the pathway.

�t�� Individuals who grocery shop at the Big Box stores get MORE FOR LESS AND EAT MORE FOR 
LESS, so their diets are less healthy, contributing to America's ever expanding waistline. Twenty years 
ago the average weight of an American was 165 lbs and now it is 185 lbs.

�t�� Is it worth paying a little more to maintain smaller individually or family owned businesses right in 
your own community?

�t�� Consumer choice is also quality of life choice. Just drive down to the Central Valley or Southern 
California and see what BIG BUSINESS has done to town after town.

�t�� Ask yourself, how does my community affect my quality of life?

�t��  Getting more for less has its price.

Valley 
Environmental 
News 
by Debra Amerson

Spring has sprung. Summer temperatures today make this 
5th day of May, feel like July. Arriving like clockwork with the deliciously warm 
dry weather are West Marin staples, ticks and poison oak. I've written about tick 
prevention in past issues, so I'll simply advise you to regularly check yourselves, 
your kids and your pets for ticks. Since I woke up itching today from poison oak 
on my tummy, I'm focusing this article on remedies for poison oak (PO). 

How do people with sensitive skin survive during the warm dry months in West 
Marin without getting poison oak every single year? Does simply noticing poison 
oak's mighty three-lobed, oak-like leaves secretly release the volatile oils onto our 
skin? Is anybody with me on that? And, how do those of us with indoor and out-
door dogs and cats manage to show love and affection to our pets without catch-
ing PO? In my past experience, it has taken awareness, plus an arsenal of remedies 
to combat the oily leaves of poison oak. However, I may have recently cracked the 
code and uncovered an easy and cheap PO solution. 

The first line of defense for most people is sham-
poo and water or Technu, an over the counter 
stinky lotion intended to remove the oils from 
the skin. To me, Technu smells toxic and I'm not 
100% convinced it really eliminates the plant 
oils. My latest non-toxic PO experiment uses 
plain, unscented antibacterial hand cleaner on 
cotton balls. The alcohol in the hand sanitizer 
immediately stops the itching, and provides a 
cool feeling over the infected area. So far, it seems 
to have effectively removed the oil from my skin. 
After the skin dries, apply a band-aid over the 
area for at least two days, even wearing it in the 
shower. You can buy really big fabric band-aids 

at most drug stores. [is method is saving me a lot of itching agony, recovery time and 
money. Try it for yourself. My thoughts are with you! 

Another over the counter remedy is Zanfel, expensive toothpaste-like paste with 
a gritty consistency. You wet the PO affected skin and rub on a dab of Zanfel. 
Usually, the area itches like crazy, so adding the gritty Zanfel and rubbing feels 
harsh but offers some relief. The problem with that product is the priceÐa whop-
ping $45. Per tube! I say start with the hand sanitizer first, then move to Zanfel if 
that first line of defense failed to relieve your symptoms. 

For more aggressive cases, you may need a doctor's prescription for a commonly 
prescribed steroid called Prednisone. I'm not big on steroids like some MLB base-
ball players seem to be, but for some people with really bad cases of PO rash and 
swollen eyes, Prednisone can be a lifesaver. However, it has strong side effects for 
some people. 

These are the methods that I'm most familiar with for ridding the body of Poison 
Oak. I'm sure there are a lot more herbal remedies available. That said, I recom-
mend visiting Gathering Thyme, (www.gatheringthyme.com) a local community 
herb store located at 226 Sir Francis Drake Blvd. in San Anselmo. 

Have a great summer y'all in spite of poison oak! 

Ð Debra Amerson (415) 250-9622 or debra@deepergreen.org.
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SGV Healthy Community Collaborative

San Geronimo Valley Planning Group
Coastal Conservancy Grant 
Federal/State budget cuts for grants has hurt but our State grant is still alive and on track! By 
the time you read this, a consulting contract will have been signed and a meeting scheduled 
with the consultants, Marin County, and University of California Co-op Extension partners 
and landowners who signed up for a free land assessment. The process begins Ð as promised.

Flexible Adaptive Ordinance
The PG hosted a meeting at the county's request seeking community input as they consider a 
new ordinance. Good presentation; good turnout; good questions/answers; good vibes and no 
hanky-panky.

Internet YouTube
The PG is taking advantage of YouTube with 3-5 minute environmental films that educate, 
inspire and entertain.

Web Site 
�T�H�W�Q�H�J�O�G�P�!�H�N�B�J�M���D�P�N�����5�J�S�F�E���P�G���X�F�C�T�J�U�F�T���U�I�B�U���S�B�S�F�M�Z���H�F�U���V�Q�E�B�U�F�E� ���8�F���V�Q�E�B�U�F���F�W�F�S�Z���N�P�O�U�I���V�T�J�O�H��
our popular, monthly Newsletter as the source for Breaking News, Reports, Updates, Events, 
Announcements and a Quick Calendar. 

Wilderness Way 
Instructors Paul & Jean Berensmeier
Wilderness Way is celebrating a decade of annually teaching the Steelhead-in-the-Classroom 
program to seventh grade classes in Lagunitas Middle School. Both classes recently returned 
the fry they raised to their birth stream at the Warm Springs Fish hatchery. Not one egg, alevin 
or fry died under their care. Scientific journals were kept, updated regularly and included extra 
credit projects in math, art and poetry. A film documentary of the project was shown at a final 
awards ceremony and (if you're interested) will be shown during Open House at Lagunitas 
School. Call 488-4118 for times.

WW taught 8th graders about the traditional Native American uses of native plants they 
planted next to the Larsen Preserve. Each student prepared labels that showed not only the 
common and Latin name but the Miwok name and a code to indicate use (M _ medicine; F _ 
food; and 0 _ Other).

LEAP Pulls It Out of the Hat
Saturday, April 30 saw Valley Visions burst into life once 
again at the beautiful Dickson Ranch in Woodacre. 
After starting the bidding at the fabulous silent auction, 
party goers enjoyed delicious home-cooked fiesta fare 
and sumptuous desserts, and got into the groove to the 
sounds of band Pocket Change.

The big story of this major fund-raising event is the 
huge community effort behind it. As well as the parents 
who work their socks off coordinating the event, over 
120 volunteers contributed their time over the course of 
three days. Of course, none of it would be possible with-
out the generous support and hard work of Grace and 
Chuck Tolson, who host the event.

ªI love Valley Visions,º said Middle School and 
Montessori parent, Nicki Tostevin. ªIt's such a 
fun party and there's a great energy when every-
one comes together for the kids.º

LEAP thanks all of its sponsors and everyone 
who supported the event.

Marty Meade and Cia Donahue Named Winners of the 2010 and 2011 
Edie Robinson Community Service Awards
by Diane Matthew
The Edie Robinson Community Service Award, founded in 1999 to honor Edie's long-term 
service to the community, is awarded every second year (one for the current year and one for 
the year just past) to outstanding San Geronimo Valley volunteers.

Marty Meade, the recipient for 2010, has lived in the Valley for over 
40 years and her commitment to children, youth and families has 
been longstanding and outstanding. She took graduation photos 
of Lagunitas 8th graders for over 30 years that have been treasured 
by families; taught glass making, beading and watercolor to two 
generations of Valley children; was a founding parent in the Open 
Classroom; and participates and helps organize both the annual 
Spring Art Show and the Craft Booths at the Holiday Art Fair at the 
Community Center. Marty helped a Central American refugee family 
to find support and to become part of the community. These are only 
a few examples of Marty's many contributions over the years.

Cia Donahue, the recipient for 2011,  has been instrumental in 
helping start many of the programs that the Valley is known for. 
She along with other families started the Valley Family Preschool 
Center in the 1970's. She helped found the West Marin Youth 
Soccer League. Also in the 70's she helped to design the new baby 
pool at the Woodacre Improvement Club.

In 1976 for the Bicentennial she along with Suzanne 
Hendrickson organized a parade down Meadow Way and a 
carnival at the school. The idea was picked up by Grace Tolson 
(another recipient of the ERCSA) and is now our annual 4th of 
July Parade in Woodacre.

Cia was active at Lagunitas School, she helped with Valley Visions 
Auctions in the 80's, and served on the School Site Council for a number of years. She is a pillar 
of St. Cecilia's Parish in Lagunitas. For the past two years, she has organized St. Cecilia's Meals for 
Homeless Women program held every winter at the Christ Lutheran Church in Fairfax, and orga-
nizes the volunteers for the West Marin Senior Services Meals for Friends program. Cia is also active 
with the San Geronimo Valley Food Bank, and the SG Healthy Community Collaborative.

[e Valley is blessed with wonderful volunteers like Marty and Cia without whom our 
Community would not be the same! Marty and Cia will be honored at the ERCSA awards 
ceremony BBQ on June 6 at the Presbyterian Church.

Carol Stanger and Jo Jewell work on the 
silent auction.

Supervisor Kinsey Praises ªWest Marin Modelº at HCC Meeting
The Center-hosted Healthy Community Collaborative, made up of Valley and West 
Marin organizations and residents, meets monthly during the school year to exchange 
news and information on events and activities. On May 18, Marin County Supervisor 
Steve Kinsey paid his annual visit to the gathering, which included representatives from 
the SGV Community Center, the Lagunitas School District, LEAP, St. Cecilia Church, 
SG Community Presbyterian Church, Gan HaLev, the SGV Planning Group, Wilderness 
Way, Marin County Fire Department, San Geronimo Preschool, Lions, SGV Emergency 
Fund, West Marin Senior Services, the Coastal Health Alliance, the Marin Organizing 
Committee, KWMR, as well as interested citizens. 

Addressing the gathering, Steve noted that the county is a partner with all the organiza-
tions represented there, working with them to make the larger community stronger. 
In these difficult times, when state and federal funding to serve the most vulnerable is 
diminishing, it is more important than ever for people to work together to provide safety-
net services. The supervisor praised the ªWest Marin Modelº of reaching out and work-
ing together to find the resources and partners to meet the needs of the community. 

Back Row: Hannah Doress; David Lakes; Raphael Gomez; Liora Soladay; Amanda Eichstaedt; Kate Clayton; Rick Krebs; 
Anne McClain; Supervisor Steve Kinsey; Denise Santa Cruz-Bohman; Jennifer Justice; Angelo Sacheli; Bill Roberts; Chloe 
Cook; Ken Massucco; Ben Ghisletta. Front Row: Margaret Krauss; Suzanne Sadowsky; Rosemary Sharp; Ethel Seiderman; 
Christin Anderson; Jean Berensmeier; Barbara Brauer; Dave Cort (not pictured: Alexander McQuilken).

Kelly Mason, Rebecca Jenkins and Jamie 
Atkinson work on the silent auction.

HCC Potluck BBQ & Edie Robinson Awards Ceremony
Monday, June 6, 5:00 PM SGV Presbyterian Community Church

Everyone is invited! Bring a potluck dish. (Entrees and beverages provided.)
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Lion Clubs Charity Fundraiser at Fourth of 
July Celebration
What would the Fourth of July be without hot dogs and beer? That's what our San Geronimo 
Valley Lion's Club provides at the Dickson Ranch Celebration every year. And every year the 
proceeds all go to the many charities of our Valley.

But there is more. There's Grace Tolson's huge chocolate chip cookies and the snow cones, and 
Ð how could it be Independence Day without it Ð watermelon!

And, of course, the melodious and energetic tones of the Sky Blue Band, plus sun and wind 
and ants!

Of course, eats are just part of the attractions of this annual event. There's all the riding events 
the Ranch puts on, plus a flea market. And at the very end, the Men's Best Legs Contest!

The Dickson Ranch Celebration starts right after the world-famous annual Woodacre Fourth 
of July Parade, the finest display west of the Rockies of contemporary western living! Also 
brought to you by the Lion's Club.

Dickson Ranch entrance is located at the end of the parade, just off Railroad Avenue as you 
enter from the highway. Just follow the crowd!

This only one fundraiser by the Lion's Club. Others include its biggest event, the Crab Feed, 
the Blood Drive, the High School speech contest, all dedicated to supporting all the Valley's 
needs Ð schools, clubs, seniors' needs, art, music, kids, even repairing broken porch roofs.

Much of this support is through supporting the other fine organizations of the Valley, like Toys 
and Joys, West Marin Senior Services, and the Valley Emergency Fund.

West Marin Senior Services  has a new 
Volunteer driver program, West Marin 
TRIPtrans.
This program is sponsored by Marin Transit & funded by the Metropolitan Transportation 
Commission's New Freedom program.  Volunteer drivers who take seniors, 60 or older, 
to medical appointments, shopping and other errands will receive a $.35/mile reimburse-
ment."We encourage seniors to find their own volunteer drivers. If you need help finding a 
volunteer driver I can help.

�t�� Volunteers ªworkº for a friend

�t�� TRIPtrans service provides an opportunity to build friendships

�t�� Satisfies the wish to help others

�t�� $.35 reimbursements helps offset expenses

We are looking for:
�t�� Seniors who need rides,

�t�� Volunteer drivers to drive, and

�t�� Volunteers to help coordinate the program.

Please call Chloe Cook, Volunteer Coordinator, at 663-8148 ext.114 to sign up.

Gan HaLev
Summer Impact
By Shoshana Knepler

Summer Impact is a summer camp held at Jewish Family and Children's Services (JFCS) in 
San Rafael. Summer Impact is a two-week day camp for kids in middle school, prior to their 
bar/bat mitzvah. I had a great time at Summer Impact and we did great things. We got to 
go to places like The Cedars of Marin Home, Ronald McDonald House, Marin Food Bank, 
AIDS Grove, and St. Anthony's Dining Room.  But, my favorite activity was the scavenger 
hunt in San Rafael. I liked it because we got to see how hard people work to make San Rafael 
as nice as it can be. Every year for my birthday I choose to give donations instead of getting 
gifts, and this year I chose to do my donations to the Ronald McDonald house, because seeing 
how small the rooms were and how thankful the people were just to have a room about the 
size of your bathroom really made me want to lend a hand even if it doesn't go to make the 
rooms bigger. Another one of my favorite things we did was a Holocaust Luncheon because 
one day the survivors are all going to be gone and no one will know how special they are if we 
don't listen to and pass on their stories. I really liked Summer Impact because it made me real-
ize how important and how nice it is to help others.

There is a program during the winter that is called Team Tzadek, which is a once a month 
continuation of Camp Impact for middle schoolers that I also participate in.

Shoshana Knepler lives in Woodacre and is a student at White Hill Middle School.  Shoshana 
is Gan HaLev's middle school representative to Camp Impact and Team Tzadek.  Performing 
charitable acts is a fundamental part of Judaism and Gan HaLev, and Gan HaLev is a  
supporter of JFCS.

Presbyterian Church Welcomes New Pastor
SG Community Presbyterian 
Church welcomes Kate Clayton 
as Interim Pastor.  Having raised 
her grown son and daughter, Kate 
has spent several years in ministry 
to youth and their families, most 
recently with congregations in 
Santa Rosa. One of Kate's top pri-
orities is Christian education. She 
will teach an 8-week confirmation 
class for teens starting May 6.

For children ages 2 to 5 years, 
San Geronimo Preschool opens 
its weekly summer camp on 
June 13.

�:�P�V���N�B�Z���D�P�O�U�B�D�U���1�B�T�U�P�S���,�B�U�F���B�U�������������������
���F�N�B�J�M���T�H�Q�B�T�U�P�S�!�B�U�U���O�F�U�
���P�S���T�U�P�Q���C�Z���U�P���T�F�F���I�F�S��
at the church Tuesdays through Fridays, and Sundays.  The Preschool website is www.
SanGeronimoPreschool.com.

St. Cecilia's / St. Mary's
 

Catholics debate the bene®ts and risks of nuclear power.
Nuclear Power promises us so much but if through accidents we fail to manage and control 
its power, securing the safety of the planet and safeguarding radioactive material waste, the 
destructiveness to humanity and to the environment is a high price to pay that lasts decades. 
This is a debate that cannot be pushed asides by any generation.

Sunday Mass 
9:30 >@ at St. Cecilias, 11:15 >@ at St Mary's

Daily Mass
8:00 >@ Mon. Wed. & Friday at St. Cecilia, 8:00 >@ Thursday at St. Mary's

Marin County Open 
Space District
By Linda Dahl, General Manager
Open Space District Trail Work

The public trails in and around the San Geronimo Valley are vital community assets, and help 
define the community as much as its natural beauty. This summer, the Marin County Open 
Space District continues work on three trail-related projects of interest to Valley residents.

680 Trail:
Construction of the 680 Trail has 
begun! Our construction team 
consists of MCOSD's highly 
experienced Road and Trail crew, 
Conservation Corps North Bay 
members, contractors, and volun-
teers. Staff 's goal is to complete the 
trail by September 15, assuming no 
significant delays caused by nest-
ing birds or other factors outside 
the control of the construction 
team. The trail route is closed to 
the public during construction 
and through the following winter 
months, to allow soils to naturally 
settle and compact, and to prevent 
erosion. The opening of the 680 
Trail in the spring of 2012, after the cessation of seasonal rains, will restore a critical link between the 
Loma Alta and Terra Linda/Sleep Hollow Divide Preserves. For more information, visit our website at 
marinopenspace.org. (Click ªOur Work,º ªOpen Space Projectsº) or contact Chris Bramham at cbram-
�I�B�N�!�D�P���N�B�S�J�O���D�B���V�T���P�S���	�������
��������������������

Road and Trail Management Plan:
 The next opportunity for participation in the RTMP will be Saturday, June 18, 8:30 AM 
to 12:30 PM at the Marin Health and Wellness Campus Connection Center, 3240 Kerner 
Boulevard, San Rafael. Doors open at 8:00 >@. Topics include vegetation zones, types and loca-
tions of roads and trails, and visitor management concepts. For more information, visit our web-
site or contact Elise Holland at (415) 507-2820.

Willis Evans Upland Habitat Restoration:
 Improvement of the Willis Evans Trail is scheduled to begin midsummer. The goal is to improve 
salmonid habitat by reducing the amount of fine sediment entering San Geronimo Creek. For 
more information, visit our website or contact Matt Sagues at (415) 507-2686.

680 Trail (photo by Chris Branham).

Pastor Kate Clayton visits with Summer Lawson, Wyatt 
Hunt Miceli, Pahache Sharp, Natasha Krauss, and Ava Ann 
Funke during Sunday worship.
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Movie Muse
by Peter Oppenheimer
 

It is with a certain amount of pride, approaching jubilation, that this 
edition of Movie Muse is devoted to an appraisal of a playful and 
penetrating documentary conceived, written, directed and produced 
by San Geronimo Valley's own Tom and Amy Valens and featuring 
our own Lagunitas School District's Open Classroom program. In 
the interest of full disclosure, I should say that I too am a life-long 
educator with a long time appreciation for and connection with the 
Open Classroom. My own two stepchildren went through and were 

immensely benefited by this program, and several of my closest friends are adult alumni of the 
Open Classroom. August to June is the Valens' heartfelt and heartful testament to the wonders 
of childhood in general and the educational benefits of the Open Classroom in particular.

The Open Classroom is a creative and non-competitive school environment founded in 1972, in 
which the social, emotional and intellectual needs of each child are welcomed and addressed. Students 
take responsibility for planning their own day with certain group sessions to attend and assignments 
to complete but with lots of time to choose or initiate other activities. At the time of filming there 
were 90 students from kindergarten through 6th grade in the program. And August to June focuses on 
a single school year in the lives of 26 third and fourth graders.

The film's style and tone perfectly match its subject. To the casual observer the Open 
Classroom can appear to be chaotic, especially as compared to the regimentation of conven-
tional schooling. Similarly, on the surface of the film, the short snippets and quick cuts can 
appear somewhat haphazard or chaotic, but beneath the surface and when taken in total, there 
emerges a strong undercurrent of meaning, purpose and growth. Much like the classroom it 
depicts, the documentary August to June is fast-paced, engaging and inspirational.

Excellent cinematography provides intimate portraits of these children who light up the screen 
and will win audience hearts. Although told in the voice and from the perspective of a teacher 
(Amy Valens), the stars of the film are the children, who are neither bullied into sitting still and 
following a strict program, nor shamed for misbehaviors even those that sometimes transgress 
the bounds of social grace. We get to watch up close and personal as conflicts are treated as 
opportunities for human bonding and creative outcomes. As Amy remarks in her voiceover 
narration, ªLearning how to listen and be heard, developing an appreciation for other points of 
view, and the belief that problems can be resolved, are as basic to me as any academic skills.º

Early in the film, we watch as 
the kids generate their own 
ªClass Agreements,º such 
as ªIf somebody says `stop,' 
you should stop,º and ªDon't 
exclude.º Would that the 
captains of industry and the 
lever-pullers of world power 
had learned such basic ground 
rules of social behavior.

We are treated to spontaneous 
student reactions to everything 
from fish guts to be used 
for fertilizer to being disre-
spected by a classmate. These 
impromptu interactions could 
not have been more compel-
lingly scripted, and the film-
makers are to be lauded for an 
expert selection and assembly 
of these many precious and 
fraught moments.

It is impressive and frankly 
quite thrilling to see, in addi-
tion to reading and writing, 

students thoroughly engaged in carpentry, games, group discussions, charitable activities, puppetry, 
creating self-portraits, caring for plants and animals, becoming familiar with foreign languages, sing-
ing, dancing and playing musical instruments, baking, integrating and orienting new students, run-
ning, laughing, conducting scientific investigations, drawing, painting and making collages, reading 
their own poetry aloud, coaching each other, teaching the teacher, responding to parental involve-
ment, engaging in individual, interpersonal and group problem solving, exploring, celebrating, creat-
ing a class newsletter and more.

True to its express ideal that education is a ªdrawing outº rather than a ªdriving in,º August 
to June offers a very promising vision of education from the inside out, in which the teacher 
plays the role of facilitator and ªmidwifeº rather than instructor or despot. Here is compelling 
evidence of the educational efficacy of the teacher following the child's interests and initiative 
rather than the other way around. Furthermore, for us as viewers or witnesses, it can be truly 
exhilarating to see school be a place of such adventure, discovery, growth, mystery, hilarity, 
community, collaboration, reflection and rejoicing. Where do I sign up?

To learn more about August to June, see clips, get news about upcoming screenings, learn 
how to host a screening, or to obtain a DVD, one can visit augusttojune.com
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We encourage you to patronize our 
advertisersÐ please let them know 

you saw their ad in Stone Soup.
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Regular Meetings and Events
Community Center Board mtg. 2nd Thursday 6:00 X@ Comm Center
Healthy Comm. Collaborative 2nd Wednesday 3:30 X@ Comm Center
Lions Club Dinner 4th Thursday 7±9 X@ TBA
4-H Meeting 2nd Wednesday 6:30 X@ Comm Center
Nutrition Advisory Council 4th Thursday 3:30 X@ Comm Center
School Board mtg. 3rd Tuesday 6:00 X@ Lag. School
Lag. Ed. Foundation (LEAP) mtg. 1st Monday 7:00 X@ Lag. School
Serenity Knolls After Care mtg. Every Tuesday 7:00 X@ Comm Center
SGV Planning Group  2nd Monday  7:30 pm Comm Center
WIC Board Meeting 3rd Tuesday 7:00 X@ WIC
Rainbow Playgroup Every Tuesday  {|±}~~} Room 9
Rainbow Playgroup Every Thursday  {|±}~~} Room 9
Senior Lunch Every Thursday N~~} Comm Center
Artists© Receptions 2nd Sunday 4:00 X@ Comm Center
SGV Al-Anon Family Group Thursdays 7±8 X@ Presby. Church
Dungeons & Dragons Club 1st & 3rd Friday 7±9 X@ Loft

Community    
      Calendar

DAY CLASS TIME TEACHER CONTACT     START DATE  
Mondays Being Yoga 10:00±11:15 >@ Florence Schneider 488-4869 x 2 Ongoing
Mondays Total Body Sculpting Core Exercises 6:30 X@ Suzanne Shelly   Ongoing
Tuesdays Corematics 7:30±8:30 >@ George Adams 488-1084 Ongoing
Tuesdays Zumba 6:30±7:30 X@ Cathy Davis 669-7112 Ongoing
Wednesdays Morning T©ai Chi Class 8:30±9:30 >@ Kenn Chase 488-4213 Ongoing
Wednesdays Family Dog 1 7:00±8:00 X@ Holly McArthur 259-9481 See Catalogue
Wednesdays Family Dog 2 6:00±7:00 X@ Holly McArthur 259-9481 See Catalogue
Thursdays Corematics 7:30±8:30 >@ George Adams 488-1084 Ongoing
[ursdays Total Body Sculpting Core Exercises 9:00 >@ Suzanne Shelly   Ongoing
[ursdays Gentle Being Chair Yoga 11:00±11:50 >@ Florence Schneider 488-4869 x 2 Ongoing
Thursdays Sweat Your Prayers 6:00±8:00 X@ D. Taurek & J. Burner   Ongoing
Saturdays Being Yoga 10:00±11:15 >@ Florence Schneider 488-4869 x 2 Ongoing

Adult 
Classes  
at the  
Center    

SGVCC Website
                                                
The San Geronimo Valley Community Center's weekly listing of events  
and activities is posted on our regularly updated website.  Visit us at:
www.sgvcc.org. Email us at admin@sgvcc.org to join our email list.
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Community Center Staff  Directory 
and Phone Extensions
488-8888 (be sure to press \ before dialing the ext.)

Dave Cort, Center Director . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .\224
 director@sgvcc.org
Suzanne Sadowsky, Associate Director . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .\251
 valleyresourcecenter@sgvcc.org
Hannah Doress, Events Programmer  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .\253
 arts@sgvcc.org
Larry Rippee, Visual Arts Coordinator. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .\252
 stonesoup@sgvcc.org
Susan Shannon, Youth Programs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Loft
 sshannon108@earthlink.net
Julie Young, Youth Programs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Loft 
 classes@sgvcc.org
Lynn Charne, VAST  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .\214
 vasttutor@yahoo.com
Alison Pringle, VAST . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .\214      
 pringle_alison@yahoo.com
Nicole Ramirez, Family Advocate, First 5 Marin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .\209
 njeneep@hotmail.com
Heather Richardson, Youth Program, Family Advocate, First 5 . . .\209 or Loft
    heatherrichardson@comcast.net
Jennifer Juctice, Facilities Manager, First 5 Coordinator. . . . . . . . . . . . . \250
   admin@sgvcc.org
Poko Giacomini, Wellness . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . \250
   admin@sgvcc.org
Joseph Piekutoski, Human Services Manager . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .\254 
 nutrition@sgvcc.org
Buck Chavez, Gym Recreation
Howie Cort, Gym Administrator
[e LOFT . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .488-4118, ext. 218
Gym O#ce  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .488-4118, ext. 219

June
Fri 3 7:00 X@ Robin Hood SF Drake H.S.
Sat 4  time?? Dads and Kids Pancake Breakfast Loft
Sat 4 3:00 X@ Robin Hood Lag School MPR
Sun 5   St. Cecilia's Garden Clean Up St. Cecilia's
Mon 6 5:00 X@ HCC Picnic & Edie Robinson Awards Presby Church
Wed 8 6:00 X@ 8th Grade Graduation Lag School
Fri 10   Last Day of School
Sat  11 all day Fairfax Festival  Fairfax
Sun 12 4 ± 7 X@ Art Reception: Kathleen Piscioneri,  Comm Center
    Deanna Pedroli
Mon 13   SGV Preschool Summer Camp Begins Presby Church
Fri 17 5:30 X@ Parent's Night Out Loft
Sat 18 10 >@ - 12 noon Summer Bridge Potluck  Comm Center
  1:00 X@ Senior Appreciation BBQ Gym
  3:30 X@ SF Mime Troupe Lag School Field
Sat 25  12:00 - 5:00 X@ Mexican Arts Festival Comm Center
Sun 26   Loft Family Outing: Giants vs. Cleveland
  12:30 X@ St. Mary's Family Picnic S. P. Taylor Park
Mon 28 9:00 >@ Summer Camp begins Loft
  9:00 >@ Summer Bridge begins Room 9

July
Mon 4 8:00 >@ Pancake Breakfast Woodacre FD
  Noon 4th of July Parade, Flea Market, BBQ Woodacre
Fri 8   First 5 Health Day with LIFT Comm Center
Sun 10 4 ± 7 X@ Art Reception: Printmakers Group  Comm Center
Fri 15 7:30 X@ Film Night: Despicable Me Comm Center
Fri 22   First 5 Literacy Day Comm Center
Sat 23 TBA Summer Music Fest with New Monsoon Comm Center
Sun 24 4:00 X@ Parish Picnic St. Cecilia's

August
Sat 13 8:00 X@ Kalahari Experience: Voices of South Africa Comm Center
Sun 14 4 ± 7 X@ Art Reception: Bev Berrish &   Comm Center
    Ann Pennypacker
Sat 27 TIME Valley Games  Lag School
Tues 30   First day of school

September
Sun 11 4 ± 7 X@ Art Reception: Debra Amerson &   Comm Center
    Kathy Beckerley
Sat 24   5:30 pm 6th Annual Community Center Gala  SGV Golf Course
Wed 28 7:00 pm Rosh Hashana Begins Comm Center


